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Se A TREATISE 


wer! ercellent and conpfo!ons: the wing 
l and veclaring , in maner of Tragedye.the 

R falies of fondry moſt notable Princes and Princeſſes venth o⸗ 
thet 


rNebles , thzough $ mutabil itte and 


ge of vnſtedfaſt Fortune together tvirh their mot 
deteſtable + wicked vices . Firſt com- 


pyied in Latin yy the excellent Clerke Bocatt= 
us, an Italian boꝛne. And ĩenct 
Te ee 
no an 9 | 
wa John Lid- 


ate Monde of Bit 
ye. A ad none newipims 


pruted, co2recs 
ted, and aug» 
mented oue 
of nuerſe and 
ſundzy 
elde wuten copies 
in parchment. 
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CHere folobveth the table of this 


t Booke, the fall of Pꝛintes and P2inceſſes. 
—— the fail — bookes, and Cs 


- contayneth diuers Chapters. as bereafrer folo» 


weth:Ind fyzlt of the fyzit booke, which 


ri MER 


\latour of thys booke. 


EZ 


He pꝛologe of John LM- 
| die of Burp trã⸗ 


Dog Adam aud Eue 
ix tnobedience vere 
270 — ol Paradice and 
ZS=5 liucd tn ſozowe and woe, 
they and telt offpzing. Chap.i. 


Bowe Nembzoth builte the toe of Ba- 
bllon to ſaue him from Notes floude, which 
fo2 his pzide was put from hys magnificfce 
and hys towꝛe with ſode ne leuen ſmitten 
deune. Chap.ii. 

An exclamacid of Bochas ayenſt al pzoud 
men, ſhe wing how God nap them and their 
pude abate dhe him beſt i by many diuers 


meanes and wayes puniſhe and chaſtice. 
Capter. iii. 


Howe many peres was betwirt Adam # 
Nembzoth.and betu tt Rembꝛoth # Cad- 
mus and ok other kinges. Chap. iii. 


Ok Dggrgus king of Thebes, 


Fol. Vit, 


Ok a great floud in Theſſalye, Fol. itt. 
Ok goodly Iſes wife to Apis king of Yrs 
giue ſlain by hys bꝛother Diikeus.. Ca. v. 
Of Stiſiton that hys membzes eate foz 
hungre Chap. vt. 
— Jupitet rautſhed Europa and how 


Cadmus was ſeat to ſeke het in duers 


gions. Chap. vii. 


A pzoceſſe of Oetes king of Colchos, Ja- 


— c Bede. Theſeas, Scilla,Aaſus,3 other 


"Or mightye Jabin kynge of — 


of 


Queene Jocaſta, and ho we Thebes was 


deſtroyed, 
Howe Atreus king of Micene v2 
age niſt his bzother Thieſtes.ſlewe his 


Cap.. 


chudꝛen dilmembꝛed them in pieces. made 


Chic ſtes to eate of their fleſh and dunke of 


's) 


thetr bloode Chap. x. 

How Atreus aceuſed hemſeit of murder, 
and his brother vpũ aduoutree done id Eu⸗ 
ropa the Qus ene. Chap. xt. 

Ok Duke Theſeus, and Yriadne that 
ſaued hys life in the caue, and howe he lyke 
a fo wome man foꝛſoke her, and wedded 
faxe Phedza, which afterward ſlough her 
ſelfe. Chap.rit. 
re Bochas repzeueth al them that ye 
ueth haſty credfce to every repozt. Ca.rift. 

Df Queene Althea, andhowe Hercules 
by women was bzought to confuſion. 
Chap.xitt. 

A pꝛoceſſe oł᷑ Narciſſus,Biblſe. Mirrha, 
and ot other their infoztunes. Chap. xv. 
Df Mꝛamus king of Troye. and howe 
the Mone of Burye tranſlatoure of thys 
booke vote a booke of the ſiege of Troye, 
called Trop Booke. Chap.xve. 
Here ſpeaketh — autour of this 
booke — ap wy urquedous pꝛide of them 

in richeſſe,ſaping theſe woꝛdes 


— them. 3 
Bochas 


al ſo a pꝛat⸗ 
4 — — of ſ — ws 


deth in pouertie, bnder theſe woꝛdes in ſẽ⸗ 
tente. Chap. x but. 
Of mighty Sampſon which tolde hys 
— 4 to Dalilah whereby rouge de⸗ 
ir. 


— Becks Gn 
of women. 


hap.xx 
The excuſe of Bochas fo: hys wzttynge 
— miſgouetned wont in — of — 
Fol. xxx bi. 


"tm bus $'ſlough Polltrene 
which —— 1. died in 


pouertye, ſlame at the laſt by Ozeſtes, 
Chap. xxi. 


C. i. Ok 
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people and died a foole. 


The Table 


Of Marhapꝛe and hys ſiſter Canace 
Chapter. xx. | | 

The letter ok copleint of Canace to her 
bzothet Machapꝛe. Chap. xxui. 


¶ The ende of the table to 
the firſt booke. 


C The table to the 
ſecond booke. 


de p:ologe ofthe tranſla- 

toure to the ſecond booke. 
Dowe Saule king of 
Bieruſalem bozne of lowe 
degree, as long as he dꝛed 
was obedient to him, 


diſobeyſaunce,he loſt hys croune and was 


ſlayne by Phtliſtees. Chap. i. 
A fommendacyon ok Bochas vpon the 
vertue of obe diente. Fol.rlitt. 


Howe king Roboam foz geuing fayth to 
poung counſaile loſt the beneuole 2 his 
p. li. 
I Chapter deſrriutng howe pzinces be⸗ 
ing heades of theit commõ ties, ſhould haue 
noble chiualry trew Judges their common» 
tye to gouerne. at. Chap. iii. 
How Muttus Sceuola ſlcugh an inno⸗ 
tent in llede ol kinge Poꝛcenna that layed 
liege to Rome. Chap. iiit. 
Howe Lucrere oppzeſſed by Tarquene 
flough her ſelf, Chap. v. 
Howe Rome after was gouerned and 
Uirginta by her father laune. Chap. bi. 
How Jeroboam king of Iſtael foz Ido: 
late y ⁊ diſobedience, came to a miſcheuous 
ende. Chap. vii. 
How areas king of Et hiope was ſlaine 
in datatle. Chap, viii. 
Howe Nadab king of Hietuſalem loſte 
ſcepter and croune. Chap. tx. 
Powe the vengeable Pꝛince zambduas 

ſet a towze on fire andbzente hym ſelfe, 


Chapter.r, 
Ok king Xchab and Jeſabel hys wyfe. 
Chapter. xt. 

Of Quene Athala foz her tiränp ſlaine. 
Chapter.rit. 

Howe Dido Quene of Chartage ſlough 
her ſelfe foz conſeruacton of her chaſtitte. 
Chapter xiu. 

Howe vicious Sardanapalus kinge of 
Aſſixta bzent hymſelfe and hys treaſoure, 
Chapter. xiiu. 

I commendart6 of Bochas of berteous 
buſynes , rehearſing names, founders of 
diuers ſciences and cunnenges in repꝛie te 
of ydleneſſe. Chap. x b. 
Howe Amaſtas in Juda king fo pzide # 
pꝛeſumpcion was vamqueſhedin bataile + 
after ſlayne, Chap. x vi. 

Powe vpon Oſtas ſucceeding king. next 
in Juda god tooke vengeaunce, and ſmote 
him with lepzie. Chap. x vit. 

An erho:tarton to pꝛinces to be auiſed 
to doe ageine goddes pzeceptes. Ca. x butt. 

Howe king Ozie king of J\racl was ta- 
ken by king Salmanalar and died in pꝛiſon 
Chapter. xix. 

Howe Senacherib king ok ÞſTirie was 
llatne. Chap. xx. 

How king Sedechie foz falſe foꝛſwering 
was ſlayne, and made dlinde in p2iſon 
Chapter.trt, 

Howe king Aſttages laboured to diſhertt 
Citus but god ſuffered hys malice not ta 
peuatle. Chap.rrit. 
Bowe Candoles king of Lidia was made 
curcold and after ſlaine. Chap.rritt. 
Howe what thing king Midas touched 
was gold yet died he in miſerte # wietcheds 
neſſe. Chap xxtiit. 

Ok Balthaſar king ot Babilon. and how 
Daniel expoũded Mane, Thechel Phares. 
Chapter. xxv. 

Dow Creſus and Balthaſar were vain⸗ 
_ by —— the pm of Cre: 

us tlapne at nting of a E. 
Chapter. xxvi. . YI 

ou the cruel tirant Cirus delited eue: 
in llaughter and ſhedingof blood and ro 

ended 


» Dt wr od DJ an 8 


Th. Table. 


ded. Chap. xx bi. 
Powe Amilins fo: teuetiſe ſlough 
his bother and Remus and Romulus 
noziſhed by a wolueſſe. Chap. xx vit. 

Howe Metius Suffecus kinge of 
I\banoys bepng falſe of hys Othe and 
aſſuraunce,was dzawen into pieces. 

er xxix. 

wy howe princes (houlde of 
their othes andp2omiſes be trew,auots 
ding al doublenes and dceepcyon, 
Chapter. xxx. 


en 


Ot dinge Hoſliltus that fyꝛt weare d 


purple hewe. tonſumpt with firye leuen. 
Chapter. xxxi. 
C The ende of the table to 
the ſecond Booke., 


¶ The table to the 
thx2d booke. 


de pꝛologe of the tri- 
"74 [latourc to the thyzde 
e booke. 
how Andalus doc⸗ 
ter ot Iſtronomp con: 
e cludcth howe punces 
#5 (1cui\d not atwite com» 
Qcllactor;s no: Foztune of them vnhaps 
py kalling but their demerites and vict» 
ous liuing. Chap. t. 
A diſputacion betwene Foztune and 
glad pouerte. Fol. xm. 
owe kinge Hoſtillus wozſhtppinge 
falſe godde s was conſumpte wit h frye 
dow Anchus Martius king ol Rome 
was murdꝛed by Lucinioby the aſſent 
ok hys wife. Chap. tit. 
Howe Lucinto that murdzed Anchus 
was after murdzed. Chap.titt. 
How foz the offence done to Lucrece 
byTarquin was ncuer after crowned 
king in Rome. Chap. v. 


The greuous complaint of Lucrece nother 


vpon her oppꝛeſſion. Fol. lxxii. 
The completnt of Bochas vpon : 
Lyururte of pztnces as by exaumples of 
many ders mtſchaunces. fol. lxxui. 
How cambiſes aflenting to the mur⸗ 


ther ok hys b:othher Mergus, at the lan 
(tough hymlſelf, Chap. vi. 

How Dary obte pning the kingdome 
ot Perſe by ſlepghi, ended with ſhame. 
Chapter. ve. 

Howe Coztolan by Romayns exiled 
gan warre age inſt them:and howe after 
they ſent out hys mother with other fo 
peace{which had) they et htm exded,and 
after was ſlame, Chap. bus. 

we Milctades Duke of Athens 
mal numbze vaynquiſhed. vi. C. 
M.Perſtens,and after by his commote 
that aye of cuſtome deſireth a chaunge 
of pztnees newe, he was cheyned in pu⸗ 
ſon and ſo died. Chap. but. 

Howe Ferxes kinge of Perſe fo: hys 
rautne and cou etiſe. was diſme mbꝛed 
in ſmal peces. Chap. i. 

How Attabauus which murdꝛed king 
Eerres was afterwardes hymſelf mur⸗ 
dzed andſlayne. Chap. x. 

Df Duke Phalantus, and howe the 
Spartancs werreped them of Meſſene 
foz tauiſhing their maydens, Ca. xi. 
Of Ceſo Quintius exiled and Srac⸗ 
cus Cluiltus taken puſoner. Cap. xi. 

Here Bochas rebearſeth the tiranny 


of Apptus Claudws, and falſeneſe of - 


udges. Cap. xtii. 
L Bochas ageine þ bnutruth of Judges 
Folto.irrrve. 

Here Bochas maketh an exclamaciJ 
of the extozctd of the officers of Rome. 
Chapter.xiit. 

How Alcibtades was exiled and after 
dent in hys bed. Chap. xv. 
- Dere Bochas maketh an exclamacis 
vpon the death of Alcibtade s. Ca. xvi. 
Here Bochas waiteth ageine the de⸗ 
Here Jobn Boehas c — — 
peanery agen 

nelle, rehearſing howe ſome men 
tope in one {ience, and ſome in a 


Powe Macheus D WW... — 
u 

foz oppꝛeſſion and tiraunte was hewen 

into pietes. Chap 


Howe the ſubſtaunce of the hoſt of 
— —— 


Lhe Lable. 


eonquere Cicile dyed o?peſtilence, 
and after,hymſelfſlayne. Cap. xx. 
Howe Yannon Duke of Chartage 
was diſmembzed. Cap.rri. 
The Jutoure agayne cduetous peo⸗ 
ple. Fol.xctit. 
Howe Euagoꝛas king of C ipze was 
by Frtaxerres outtaped and putte from 
his kingdome, Cap. xxii. 
Howe Theo kyng of Egipt by Artax⸗ 
etxe s was dꝛteuen krom Hts kyngdom, 
and kled into Jrabte. Cap. xxui. 
Howe Amintas of Bacedopn kyng 
had by Euredice his wpfe Alexander, 
Perdicas, and Philip, and howe the frrſt 
two were ſlapn. Cap. xxtit. 
Howe the pꝛoude Tirant àman was 
hange d. and the innocent Mardocheus 
pꝛeſetued. Cap. xx b. 
Ok the two bꝛethꝛen Actaxerxes and 
Cirus,aud how Attaxe tres ſloughhys 
chylozen and contubines and how they 


C The ende of thetable to 
the thtrde Booke, 
C The table to the 
ourth Booke. 


to the fourth 
Booke. 

Bow Mar: 
lius 
e and 


town, and at the 
3 laſte he was by 


fiſaunce,but vſurpe to highe dignittes. 
Chapter. ii. 

Howe Nectanabus kyng of Eaypte 
was by Xerxes conſtrepned to flee hys 
kingdome. Cap, tit, 


Howe Pauſantas Duke of Lacede- 
moyne was exyledby them of Lacede⸗ 
moyne. Cap. uit. 

Howe Clearthus che Tirante of He- 
racliafo; extoꝛtion and oppꝛe ſſion was 
flayne by the knyghte Leonides. 
Chapter.v. 

Howe the victous Dioniſe kyng of 
Cicile ſlouch his brethren aud kynted. 
and after be yug exyled dyed at miſchief. 
Chapter. vi. 

The Jutour agapne pzefumpteous 
people and prices holdyng thein ſelte 
koꝛ goddes. | Cap. vii. 

Powe kyng Policrates of the Jle of 
Samos fo: excorrron and tpannpwas 
hanged tyll cut ry toynte wente from os 
ther. Cap. oil. 

Howe the Tirant Alexander ſlough 
his Philoſopher Caliſthenes with other 
mo koz ſaying of ttueth. Cap. tx. 

Howe Alexandet kyng of Epirus, ad- 
uentring to paſſe the floud of Icheron?, 
there at his backe bp his moſt trutp was 
deadly wounded, Cap. x. 

How Dar y kingof Perſe and Bede 
was outrapcd by Mexander kyng of 
Macedoyne, Cap. xi. 
Here Bochas remembacth the batarles 
and loſſe of realmes of antiquitce , with 
the fallyng of dtuers nobles, Cap.rit. 

how eamenes was twyſe outraxed 
by Antigonus and at the laſte dyed in 
pꝛit ſon. Cap. xut. 

Howe Quene Dlimpias mother of 
kyng alexander fo: (he delighted in vt: 
££S.,murther , and vengeaunce , dyed at 
miſchiefe. Cap. xtiui. 

How Agathocles of lowe byzth bozne 
attayned vnto ropall dignmie, ended in 
pouettie and wꝛetchednes. Cap. xv. 

Howe Caſſander ſlough the wife of 
Alexander, and Hercules her ſonne, and 
Autipatet ſlough his mother, and of o⸗ 
ther murthzers. Cap.rve. 

Ok the two pꝛekectes. Beuceſtes and 
I'nintas, Cap. x vii. 


How Sandzocottus bozne of lowe 
degree, Cheriſhed robbours and thene*: 
Car. 


Chapter.rvit. 

How Seleuchus the m(ghte pꝛinte 
was ſlayn bythe great Ptholomte, hing 
of Eaipt. Cap:rir. 

Howe the two ſonnes of quene Art: 
noc, wer by they2 mothers bother trat. 
tourly ſlayne,and ſhe exſled. Cap.rr. 

How Ceraunus of Macedopn kyng 
that murdzed his coſins was ſ[layne in 
vattatle by them of Fraunce, Cap. xxi. 

How the pzince Belgius was diſco: 
fited # bzought vnto nought. Ca-.rrif. 

How Duke Bzennus delftifrig to rob 
and ſteale, —— lye ended. 

Howe Pirthus kyng of Eptrus = 
not liue in peace but of pztde and pꝛe lup⸗ 
tion in warte came vnto miſchaunce , 
Chapter. xxtiii. 

How the Tirant I xiſtotimus by tre⸗ 
chetous woꝛkyng, ſette aſyde the ryght 
une, was crouned kyng of Epirothes. 
alter ſlayne. Cap. xxv. 

Howe quene Arlinoe of Cirenes foꝛ 
p aduoutrie done with Demetrius hul⸗ 
bond ok her doughter Beronites,ended 
in lozowe. Cap. xx bt. 


C The ende of the table to 
the fourth Booke. 


¶ The table to the 
kytth Booke, 


—=———_z ccBochas wiite 
1 Z againſt them that 


© 


8 Fl. deltte in beautie 4 
E Md ſemeltnes,calling 
ES; Ns yi to purpoſe howe a 

g ma bozne in Tul: 
ka which excelled 
in beautie 2 katre⸗ 


with many a great wounde and ſpotte. 
Chapter.t. 

How the two bzcthzen Seleuchus x 
Antiochus.eche deſirous to excel other, 
fil at diſcozde and ended in milchteke. 


The Table. 


Chapter. ii. 

How the noble quene L aodomia was 
in the temple llatn, howe vengeaunce 
was take vyon hym that ſlough her. 
Chapte 7 fit. — 

Howe Cleomenes kyng of the Lace⸗ 
demontans was ſlayue with his wife + 
chyldꝛen. Cap. ti. 

Ok Hiero kyng of Stiele, of Coz» 
nelus ,Iſina, and of olde Danniball 
Duke of Chartage, Cap. v. 

Of Pantippus the Duke of the Las 
redemontans caſt into the ſea. Cap. vi. 

Howe Marcus Regulus of his free 
wil died foꝛ the cõmon weale. Cap. vii. 

Howe Ptholome kyng of Egipte, cal⸗ 
led Philopater, ſlough father + mother, 
and his wife: in leche rye ſpente hys life, 
and miſchicuouſly ended. Cap. but. 

Pow Bꝛitomatus and Utridomarug 
kynges of Fraunce,after great bataues 
were by the Romatns ſlaine, Cap.ix. 

Howe S(phar of Numedtkyng was 
take, and dyed in pꝛieſon. Cap. x. 

Howe Na bis hauyng no title but by 
tfranny,toke on hym to bee byng of La. 
cedemoyne and was ſlayne. Cap. xi. 

Here Bothas teheatſeth the moꝛtall 
warres betwene the Komains and the 
Africans, Cap.rif- 

Now king Perfens was by Romains 
outraped and after taken. Cap. xn. 

Howe the people of A chaia with their 
chiet citie cated Cozinth by $ Komains 
was deſitoped. Cap.xtuii. 

Howe great Intiochus bſyng ryote 
and vicious lpyupng,by Marcus Artile⸗ 
us was outraped, and dycd ſodeinlye. 
Chapter.rv, | 
Howe Hierontmus kyng of Stra⸗ 
cuſe was ſlayne.and how Scipto Aft ri⸗ 
can that laboured foz the comms weale 


of the Romains was exiled by them and 


fo dped, | Cap.rvt. 

How Scipio Iſian loꝛde of A ſie, that 
laboared euer foz the common weale 
was murdzed. Cap. x bii. 
How the Duke Philopome nes was 
take and putte in pueſon, and after 
dzanke poiſon and ſo died. W 
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The Table. 


Ok the thirde Scipton Naſica that 
ret wꝛought much foz the commontie. 
Chapter. xix. 

How Duke Hannibal after many bicto⸗ 
rious dedes murdzed htmſelf with poy- 
ſon, Chap.rr. 

How Pꝛuſtias king of Bithinybetcated 


Hoe Jagurtha by tntrulion of Ru 
medie king. the rightfull hepzes, 
and after hymſelfe was dꝛowned. 


Chapter.xrxtil, 


C The ende of the table to 
the fifth booke. 


Hantbal,and would haue diſhetited his 


ſonne and hepꝛe and howe afterwards 
he went a begging in ſtraunge landes 
Chaptet.xxi. 

Howe Petſius of Matedoyne kynge 
that empoyſoned hys bꝛother, was by 
Emiltus outrapcd and died in pꝛilon. 
Chapter. xxit. 

Dow Ammontus a pꝛince of Antioche 
de lit ing in pillage and tobbꝛpe, with o⸗ 
ther vicious liuing, fled in womans clo⸗ 


thing, and after was taken and llapne. 


Chapter. xxiii. . 

Howe one Indziſcus of lowe birth 
bomne.having no title, made him ſelfe of 
Macedopne king, and after was take 
and dyed in puſon, Chap. xxtut. 

Howe one Pꝛöpalus by a faiſe name 
called Ileraunder toke vpon hym to be 
king of Strie, and koz extoꝛcton pride 
and bnkindnes,he died at miſchiefe. 
Chapter. xx v. 

Pere Bochas waiteth of the rebellt⸗ 
ons aud ſedicions in Rome, betwene p 
Tribuncs and the commons there, 
Chapter. rx bi. 

Powthe wife ol Baldzuball bzent her 
ſelte and her childzeen. Chap. xx vis. 

Ok Machadeus Jonathas taken by 
the king ol Sitia. Chap. xx vit. 

How demetrius the ſecond loſt at the 
laſt hys head. Chap. xxix. 
we zebenna kinge of Sitia by in- 
truſion entring. had miſcheuous ẽ ding 
Chapter. xxx. 

How Bituitus king ot the Tuernops 
was by the Romains taken and died in 
pꝛiſon. Chapter. xxxi. 

Howe the tirant Ptholomeus Euer⸗ 
getes wedded Quene Cleopatra, ſlough 
het eldeſt ſõne, c xiled his wife and wed⸗ 
ded het daughter. Chap. xxxu. 


¶ The table to the 
ſixth booke. 


— Cre Bochas ſytting 


TA 


| tn his ſtudy alone ,wzt- 
teth a great pzocelſe 
howe Foztune ipke a 
[Y EO Þ monſtrous mage, ha- 
— hy uing andhundzeth ha 

des appered vnto him 
ke ,+ Bochas vnto her. making 
bet wene the both many gret argumen⸗ 
tesandreaſons of Foztuncs chaunces 
Chapter.t. | 

Here rehearſeth Foztune her condict- 
ons bnto Bochas,ihe wing howe many 
one ſhe enhaunceth fo: a tyme and and 
akter, them ſodepnly oue rthꝛoweth. 
Folio. Cx iv.. 

Howe Capus arms of lowe byꝛth 
bozne tame to bye eſtate, which bleynte 
with couctiſe,after many great batarles 
dyed at miſchtef. Chap. tut. 

Howe king Mithꝛidates bode leuen 
pete in wilderneſſe, had great toꝛment 
both on Sea and land and by his blood 
was bzought to bttetaunce. and ſiou he 
bymſeife with aſwco:d. Cap. iu. 

Howe Eucratides king of the Bac⸗ 
trians was [layne by Demetrius kinge 
of the Indians, and after hys carepne 
was caſt to houndes. Chap.v. 

Howe Oꝛodes king of Perthta war⸗ 
red with the Roma ns, which after hyg 
ſonne and heyꝛe was ſlapne: made hys 
baſtard ſonne king,$ anon after ſlough 
hys tather, Chap. vi. 

Howe one Catus Fimbua a Conſul 
of Rome ſlougy himlelte. Cyap. vn. 
Of 


ILL] 
y 


— 


Ot Aldtnus a rdſuler of Rome that was 
Haine with ſtones. Chap. viii. 
Howe Fabius Adxtanus kalſiye vſurped 
to be king of Act rike: who with al his whole 
famely was bzente in hys owne houſe. 
Chapter. ix. ä 
Howe Sothimus king of Thaare that 
much coueted, foꝛwent al and died in pouer⸗ 
tye 


tion of the kingdome of Thaace,andpaſſeth 
ouer lightly vnto the accompliſhinet of his 
booke, Fol. Civ. 
Howe after manye great tonqueſtes of 
gret Pompey. great warte began betwene 
him x Julius Ceſar, # how thꝛee hundzeth 
thouſand were laune. And at the laſt Poms 
pep was diſconkited and hys heed ſmitten 
ok. Chapter. xi. 
Howe bictoꝛious Julius Celar bꝛent the 
veflels of Ptholome,ſloughe Achillas that 
woulde haue murdzed hym, and after great 
victoꝛyes he hym ſclfe was mur dꝛed with 
bodkins by Bꝛutus Calltus and others. 
Chapter. xii. | 
How p laſt Scipton Conſuler of Rome, 
fo that he not liſt to liue in the ſeruage of 
Julius Ceſar rofe hym ſelfe to the heart 
and ſo died:;andof the death of Jultus Ce: 
ſar. Chap.rit; 
Howe Octantan ſucceded next after Jus 
lius Cefar,and howe Þ murdzers of Julius 
dyed at milchiek. Chap. xitii. 
Powe Marcus Tulltus Cicero was two 
times £riled, and at the laſt lapne by one 
Pompilius, Chap.rv. 
A Chapter agcin all ſuch as be tanglers 
and dekamers of Kethozrke;  Fol.Clirif. 
Howe Sextus great Pompeyus ſonne 
warred ageinſt the Triumuitte of Rome. a 
of p death of gret Jntony and Cleopatras, 
Chapter. x vi. 


¶ The ende of the table t 
the {txt booke. 


. Chap. x. 
Here Bochas in partie maketh a deſcrip: | 


The Table 


C The table to the 
ſeuenth booke; 


to gret Antony,x of Ceſaz 
ius, Julia, Agrippa, Caſ⸗ 
ius. and of Quintus Sel⸗ 


ſecond ſonne of Herodes likewiſe by hym 
ered, Chap. ui. 
Ok the ſtrife betwene Caligula. Tiberms. 
and Meſſaline. Chap. iii. 
. Df the mot vicious tyzaunt Nero that 
Hough Saint Peter and ſaynt Paule and 
did many other ho:rible dedes: and bowe he 
ſlewe hemſelk at the Lat: Chap. d. 
Vowe Eleazarus a Jew bone Foz ertors 
tion and robbzie was bought in pulon and 
there ended. Chap. vi. 
How the head ok Sergius Galba Em: 
perour of Rome was Imttten of killed full 
ok gold and ockted at the ſepultuce of Nero; 
Chapter. vii. | 
Howe Otho Salutus and Julus Utntels 
ltus Cmperours of Rome, foꝛ Gluttony, le⸗ 
chere, Nibaudꝛ y, and cruelty ended in miſ: 
chief. Chap. viii. 
Here Bochas agein gluttony cöpleineth, 
ſaying as it foloweth; Fol:Elrrt, 
A Chapter deſcriuing the golden wo!ld, - 
that is toſay:whan attemperance had who: 
ly the gouernance. Fol.Clcri, 
How the kinrede of Jacob was deſtroted, 
Chʒiſt was boꝛne and cecucified,Pieruſalem 
deſtroyed, and eleuen hundzeth thouſande 
ſlayn.aud dead by ſwozd,huuger,and peſt: 
lence. . Chap.ix. 


¶ The ende ot the table to 
the leuenth bocke 


The 


hs 4 
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The Table 


C The table to the 
eight booke, 


He plologe of the tranſlatour to 
the exght Booke. 
ag . Powe the pꝛoud ttraunt Do- 
© £9 m(ctan Emperourof Rome, and 
manpother Emperours x nobles foz thetr 
outerages and wetchednes, mtſcheuouſly 
ended. Chap. i. 
Howe alten ſonne of Ualertan wag 
ſlayne. Chap.tt, 
Hom Quintilius was murdzedby won, 
Chapter. iii. 
Ok Aureltan the Emperoure bozne in 
Denmarke, and of others. Chap. tiu. 
Howe the Emperour Carus and his two 
lonnes were miſcheued. Chap. v. 
How the hardy Queene zenobta fought 
with Jureltan and was take, Chap. vi. 


Powe the Emperour Galertus oppꝛeſſed dy 


martirs and Chziltes fapth a miſcheuouſly 
ended. Chap. vit. 
Powe Maxente the Emperour enmpto 


- Chyſtes fapth mplcheuoulelye ended. 


Chapter. vit. 
Howe Licinius enmye to Chuſtes kayth 


was ſlayne. Chap. ix. 
Of Conſtantine and Chutſpus, and howe 
Dalmacius was ſlapne. Chap. x. 


Ok the Brethten Conſtante and Con⸗ 
ſtantius, and howe Magnenctus t Decius 
mur dꝛed themſelke. Chap. xi. 

Howe the Emperoure Conſtantine the 
great was baptiſed hy Silueſter Biſhop of 
Rome and was curedofkhys lepue. Ca. xii. 

Howe Julianus Apoſtata enmp to Chat: 
ſtes faith by falſe illuſtons was choſen Em⸗ 
perour,and after was lane. Chap.riif, 

How the Emperour valence ſlough Yer: 
mit es ſhed chziſtian bloode,deſtroted chur⸗ 
ches.and after was bzent. Chap. xiiii. 

Of Hermẽ cicus king ok the Gothes, and 
howe the Emperour Sractan and Theodo 
ſte deſtroyed temples ok falſe Goddes, and 
howe Gractan was put to flight, Ca.rv, 

A 000d p2oceſſe how the Emperour The: 


odoſte by pzaier with a ſmal numbꝛe got the k&: 


dictoꝛpe. Chap xvt. 
Howe knightes and gentlemen ok the 


Gothes choſe Naricus to be thett king. and 
the comons choſe Khadagaſus which en; 
ded in miſchief. Chap.rvit. 

Pow Kuffine.chaberleen with Cheodoſy 
bſurped to be Emperovr,and therefoze by 
Honouus was damned #4 his head (met of 


Cyapter.rviit. 
Bowe Stillicon and other of like conde⸗ 
cton ended in miſchief. Cap.rir. 


A good pzocefſe why Rome was deitroicd, 
and foz theſame 02 like cauſe manye other 
realmes, Chap.rr, 

Pow Traſiſla king ofthe Sepidops and 
Buſa king of the Bulgattens wer bzought 
vato ſubteccion + made tributaryes vaio 
the ſaid Theodoztike of Birna, Chap. xxi. 

How Pheltteus king of the Rugtoys loſt 
hys ktngdome,andotorthers. Chap. rrit, 

Howe Simachus and Boetius his ſöne 
fn lawe were baniched, and after Judgedta 
e. Chap. xxut. 
Ok king Arthur ok great Buttein nowe 
called Englande, and ot hys conqueſtes, 
and howe he was deltroyed dy hys coſen 
Moꝛdꝛede. Cyap xxutt. 

In exclamacton of Bochas adeine kin- 
redes vnkind. Chap. xxv. 
Ok Gelemetus king ok the Uandalots and 
of thzee other kynges, and howe they were 
deſtroyed, Chap.rrve. 

Howe Alboynus kinge of the Lübardes 
was murdꝛe d by hys wike, and how ſhe at · 
ter ward being molt vicious was murdꝛed 
allo, Chap.rrvit, 

C The ende of the table to. 
the exght Booke. 


¶ The table to the 
ninth booze. 


Owe the Emperotir 


IM Mautictus his wyke 
nns childten were 
SAC 18 (layne at Calcedouie 


N Of Bachomete the 
kale pꝛophete, a how: 
Ade being dꝛonke wan 

deuoutedamog ſaine 


Chapter. u. 
Howe 
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The Table. 


Howe Bunichild Quene ok Fraunce, 
nough het kynne, b:ought the lond in di⸗ 
uiſ:on,and after was hanged and hewen 
in pieces (mall, Cap. iit. 

Bochas merueplyng ofthe malice and 
crueirie of Bzunichylde, wpteth thus. 
Chapter itt, 

Pour Yeraclius the Emperour ſuſtet- 
ned Hereſie fel into dzopſie and ſickenes 
bucurable and ſo dyed:and of others, 
Chapter. v. q 

Now Geſulphus the Lumbarde wa 
flayn and his wyfe ended miſ chte uouliy 
in Lecherpe. Cap. vi. 

Ok chemperour Juſttnian the ſecond, 
being a falſe extoꝛctoner and how he was 
exyled by Leontius: and after both hys 
noſe and eyen cut from hys head, and of 
others. Cap. vu. 

Powe themperour Philipptcus dyed 
at miſchiefe. Cap. viii. 

How the Empcrour Anthemias Ana: 
ſtacms was compelled to leaue the Ems 
pit e. and to bee a pueſte andlive in pouer⸗ 
tie. Cap ir. 

How the head of Lupus king of Lum⸗ 
bat dye was ſmette of by Gzymoaldus, 
Chapter. x. 

How the head ok the Tyꝛaunte Alahts 
was ſmette of by the commaundemente 
of kyng Huntbert. Cap.xi. 

Howe Itithbertus kyng of the Lum⸗ 
bardes was diſcomfited in battaple, and 
after dꝛo wened with greate richeſle. 
Chapter. xit. 

Howe Deſidertus the laſt kyng ok Lit 
bardy was by Pope Adꝛian and Charles 
the great king of Fraunce putte to tight 
and dyed at miſchtefe. Cap.rit. 

Ok a woman named Joane who was 
Pope and after gote with chyld and then 
putte downe. Cap. xiiit. 

Boc has counſapleth P2ynces to res 
member on the Emperour Arnolphe. 


Chapter. xv. 


Df Charles Duke of Lozeyn conkoſi⸗ 
ded with hunger. Cap. x vi. 
{owe kyng Salomon whylom kyng 
of Vungty was put to flight, Cap.xvit 
Vowe Petro Lynge of Hungrye was 


dyed at miſchteke. 


ſlapne. Cap. xbtit. 

Howe Diogines Emperour of Cons 
ſtantinople was taken, aud his eyen put 
oute. Cap. xix 

Howe Robert Duke of Nozmandye 
faught with the Turkes, and retuſed the 
kingdom and crowne of Hietruſalem. and 
dyed at miſchie fe. Cap. xx. 

Howe Joce lime P2tnee of Rages foz 
pꝛide, ſlouth and lechery,dyed in pouertte, 
Chapter. xxi. 

How Indtonfeus Emperour of Cons 
ſtantinople ſlough al that wer of p blood 
ropal, cheriſhed vicious people.and after 
was hanged, Cap.xxu. 

Cf IJſactus the Empercure who was 
made blynde and taken at miſchiefe and 
ok diucrs others. Cap. xxut. 

Ok Henrpe the eldeſtſonne of Frede⸗ 
rike the ſecond.milcyteued by his father, 
Chapter. xxuii. 

A commendacion of Bochas of ſuche 
as be kyud to they kynrede. Cap.xrv 

Howe Manktede kyng of Naples in 
Jtaple wasilayne,and of others. Cap, 


xx vi. 

Howe Charles Kyng of Hietuſalem, 
and of Scicile fo2 auarice and aduoutry 
Cap.xxvii 

Ot Hugoltne Carle of Pyſe (Mayne in 
pueſon. Cap. xx viii. 

Howe Pope Boniface the eyght was 
taken by the linage de Columpnts,eate 
hys owne hondes and dyed in pꝛieſon. 
Chapter. xxix. . 

How the oder ol Templers was koũ. 
de d and a noumber of them bꝛentte. 
Chapter xxx. | 

Bochas here commendeth Theodo⸗ 
rus wyth other two Phyloſophers fo 
theyz notable pactence in tozmentes and 
aduerſitic, Cap.rrre. 

Yowe Philip la Beal kyng ot Fraunce 
was ſlayne with a wilde boze; and of his 
thee ſonnes and they? cndinges, 
Chaptcr.xrrit. 

Howe Duke Gaulter of Ithenes foz 
hys tyʒaunpe lecherye, and couctyſe.ens 
ded in milchie ke. Cap. xtxiii. 

Howe 


Lhe Table. 


Howe a woman called Phillip of Ca⸗ 
the noys bozne of ſowe byꝛih, came bnto 
greate eſtate:and after,ſhe.her ſõne, and 
her daughter wer bꝛent. Cap. xxxuu. 

Howe Sautius kyng of Þ Fle of Ma: 
toꝛca was ſlayn by hys coſyn, which was 
b:other vnto the Kyng of Arrogon. 
Chapter.xrrv. 

Howe Lowes king of Hieruſalem and 

' Scictle was put downe. Ca. xxxvi. 

Howe king John of Fraunce at Pop. 
ters was take pzteſoner by Pꝛynte Ed⸗ 
warde and bzoughte into Tnglande, 
Chapter.rrrvit. 

Here Bochas maketh a reherſaple how 
Foztune hath made high eſtates vnware 
Ire to delcende. Cap. xxx vin. 


C Here endeth 


ibe Table of al the 
whole Booke, 


The pꝛologe to the Reader, 


C The Pꝛologe of John Lyd- 
gate, Monzke of Bury,tranſlatour 
ok thys wooꝛke. 


E that wohllom did his diligence 

the boke of Bochas,in krẽch to triflate 
put of latine.calledwas Laurence: 
The time truelye remembzed and the date, 
when king John thzough his moztall fate, 
was pꝛieſonet bzought to this region. 
whan he firſt gan on this tranilacion, 


In his pꝛologe affirming of reaſon, 
Irtiftcers hauing exerciſe: 

maychaunge and turne bygood dfſcrecton, 
ſhappes,fourmes,and newly them deutſe: 
Make and vnmake in manyſondzp wiſe, 
as potters which to that craft cntend, 
Beke andrenewve.their veſſcls to amend, 


Thus men ok craft,mayof due right - 
that been (nuentife and haue experience, 
fantaſien in their (inward ſight, 

deuiſes newe though their excellence, 
Expert mailters haue thertolycence, - 
fro good to better.foz to chaunge a thing. 
and ſemblably, theſe clerkes in wꝛit ing. 


Thing þ was made of auct92s thẽ befozne, 
they may ok newe kind and fantaſye, 

out of olde chaffe.trye out wel clene cozne, 
make it moꝛe freſhe and luſtie to the eye; 
Thetr ſubtil wit, and ther labour applye, 
with their colours agreable of hewe, 

make olde thinges foz to ſeme newe. 


Ifozne pꝛouided that no pzeſumpcion 

in their chaunging haue no auctozitie, 

and that mekenes haue dominacion 

falſe enuie, that ſhe not pꝛeſent be: 

But that their ground, with parkit chaxitie 
Conue pe d be to ther aduauntage, 

ttuely rooted amid ot their courage, 


Thus Laurence from him enute excluded, 
though tofozne hi traiſlated was this boke, 
within himfelfhe fully hath concluded, 
vpon that labour whan he caſt his loke, 

he would amend it. but firſt he fozſoke, 


pꝛeſumption and toke to him mekeneſſe. 
in his Pꝛologe as he doth expzeſſe. 


In whichpzoceſſe lite as J am leared, 

he in his time ok cunning did excell, 

in their laguage ther foꝛe he was required; 
Ok eſtates which gan him compell, | 
among them hold of Rethoztke the well, 
to bnderfong this labour they him pꝛe p. 
and their requeſt he lowly did obe ye. 


Ful wele he felt the labour was notable, 


the fall of nobles with cuerycy2cumſtance 
from thetr lowd(yips,die ade ful x vnſtable, 
how that they fil to put in remembzance, 
Therin to ſhew foꝛtunes variance, 

that other might as in a myꝛroꝛ ſee, 

in wozldl ye woꝛ hip map be no ſuertie. 


By enſaumple as there is no roſe 
ſpunging in garden but there be ſũ thoꝛne 
noꝛ fatret bloſſome as nature ln diſpoſe 
the may theit beautc? as me han ſen tołom 
with bitter winde s be fro ß bꝛanches bozn, 
Ne none lo high in his eſtate contune, 

fre from thawapting4 danger of foztune, 


wWherfoze Bochas fo: a memoxial, 
conſidering the great dignittes 

of woꝛldly pꝛinces in their power ropaſl, 
Gꝛeat Emperours eſtates and degrees, 
how fo:tune hath caſt them frũ thetr ſees: 
namely ſuch as could themleif not knowe, 
ful ſodexnly to make them len ful lowe, 


This ſaid auctour wiſe and right ſadde, 
bath gatheredout with rethoꝛikes ſwete, 
in diue tſe booke s which that he hath radde. 
of Philoſophers,and many an olde Pocte, 
Belied him both in colde and hete, 

out tocomyie.and wꝛiten as he fond, 

the fall ot nobles in manp dtuerſe londe. 


Upon whoſe doke in his tranſlacion, 
this ſayd Laurence tehearſeth in certein. 
and hol deth thes in his opinion, 
ſuch language as open is and pleyn, 
is moꝛe accepted as it is often ſecn, 
than ſtrãge termes which be not vnderſtõd 
namelp to folkes that _ in WN 
of, nd 
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Tht pꝛologe 


Ind de ſaſcth eke hat this entencion 

is to amende,torecten and declare, 

Not to codemne of no pꝛeſumpcton, 

but to ſuppozt plainly and to ſpare 

Thing touched ſho:tly of the ſtoꝛte bare 
vnder a ſtile bziete and compendeous, 

Thẽ to pꝛolonge when they ben vertuous 


Fo: a ſtozie which is not plainlp tolde, 

but conſtrayned under woꝛdes fewe, 

Fo: lack of truth wher they ben new oꝛ old 
Men by repozte can not the matter ſhewe: 
hele okes great be not downe phewe 
firſt at a ſtroke, but by long pꝛoceſſe, 

Net long ſlo2ics a woꝛd map not expzeſſe, 


Fo which platnly thys noble tranſlatour 
Caſt ofpurpoſe theſe ſtozies foꝛ to wyite, 
And fo? to done his diligent labour 

as they kyl in oꝛder to endite, 

That men after might them ſelfe delite 
auentures ſo as they fil in dede 

Of ſondꝛy punces to beholde an d rede. 


And haue a maner tontemplacton 

that thinges al where foꝛtune map attaine 
Ben ttanlttozie of tondicion. 

Foꝛ ſhe et kinde is haſſy andſodatne 
Contrarious her courſe foz to reſtrayne, 
of wilkulnes (he is ſo vartable (geable. 
whan men moſt truſt thi (he is molt chaũ⸗ 


And fo2 her chaunge a foz her doubleneſſe 
this Bochas bydde ß men (ſhould encline 
Set their hertes voyde of vnſlableneſſe 
vpon thinges which that ben diuine, 
Wheras iope perpetually dothe ſhine 
whithout cclipling in that heuen!y ſee 
Uoyde of al cloudes of mutabilptee. 


Imong theſe,Bochas wifteth offovetenes 
and ok matters ttatluſty ben andglade; 
And ſome v hile he waiteth of wꝛetchednes 
and howe kor une can flour and after fade, 
Joye vnder cloude pꝛoſperitie in the ſhade, 
enterehaunging of euery mant t thing 
Thich p men fele here in this wozld liulg. 


And in his pꝛoceſſe who ſo liſt beholde 
of all eſtates of highe and lo we degre 


Andok pꝛintes both rong and olde 

Fro the begining which i ihis wozlde haue 
Liuing in iope 02in aduerſite (bs 
from the firſt he diſcendeth doun 

Of their foztune by placne diſcripcioun. 


Of the moſte noble he ne ſpareth none, 
But ſetteth them in o2der ſericuſly: 
Ginneth at Adam, # endeth at king John, 
Their auentures referſeth by and by; 

of this king John concluding finally 
Howe ß he was fo: all his great purſſaunce 
of punce Edward take pztloner in Fratice, 


This ſaid Bochas aurtour of this boke 
which of doꝛtes had great intelligence. 
Some he lekte and ſome allo he toke: 
ſuch as he lekte was ok no negligence, 
Suppoling and deming of credence 

all the ſo2ies which that commune be 
Other knevoc them alſo wele as he 


And leſt that folke would haue had diſdatne 
thinges commune to be put in memoꝛie. 
therfoze Bochas thought it was but van 
to his name none encreaſe of gloue 

To remembꝛe no tronicle noz hiſtozte 

but tho that were foz their merit notable, 
Juctouſcd, famous, and commendable, 


In his labour hauing a delite 

that the matter greatly night atafle, 

Do pleſaunce to the common ptofite 

Ok noble ſtoztes to make redecſacle,(faple, 
Shewing a myꝛrout Howe al p wozld ſhal 
And howe Foztune foz all their hie renoun 
Hath vpon pztnces (uriſdicclon, 


The which thing in full ſober wyſe 

Ye conſidered in his tnvoarde intent, 

In his reaſon gan to aduettiſe 

ſeing of pzinces the blinde entendement 
no pth woꝛldly wozſhip how p they be blent 
as they ſhould euer their eſtates kepe 

And as Foztune were plapde toſlepe; 


As they had ok Foꝛtune the maiftry, 
her inchaunted whith theer pocions 
Bylome newe crafte ofſozcery 

Oz by power of (ncantacions, 


To make 
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to make ſtable the tr dominations 


with yzon chaynes foz to laſt long, 
locked to rockes of Xdamantes ſtrong, 


uppoling in their ſurquedy 
— eſtates ſhould be durable, 
but Foztune can frowardly denye, 
playnly pꝛeue that they be chaungeable 
and to Pztinces,foz they be not ſtable, 
Foztune full oft fo2 al theyz great eſtate, 
vnwarely chigeth,x ſaith totyt checkmate 


Fo: loꝛdes ſome, tn their magnificence 

of royal power,ſct of God right nought, 
they not conſider his long pacience, 

no} adue xtiſe his power in their thought 
but in they heartes (fit wer wele ſought 
howe he is meke.andpaccent to abide, 
they would ofreaſd,thetr pompe lepn aſide, 


But ſoꝛ their tarymg and thetr negligence 
that they to him will not reſozt agapn, 

pet of his mercy and bentuolence 
without vengeaunce,rigour o2 
Is a mede father,tn al his wozkes playne 
aſſapeth his pardof caſtigacion 

So foz to bztng them to cozrecceion. 


Some he can ful fatherly chaſtite, i 
where he loueth, by puniſhyng of ſickne le. 
And ok his mercy in many another wiſe, 
baduerſitie of ſome won dl y diſtreſſe, 

Ind he not aſkcth foz his kindnes, 

of high noz lowe. whoſo tan aduert, 

none other treaſure but a mannes hert. 


And as mine autho; liſt to comprehend 
thys John Bochas by great autout ie, 

It is almes to cozrecten and amend 

the vicious folke of cuery commontte, 
Indbyenſaumples,which that notable be 
of Pꝛinces olde that whilom did fall. 

the lower people from theit et rour tall. 


By mall whelpes, as ſome clerkes wzite 
chaſtiſed is the mighty fierce Lyon, 

And whan p ſwoꝛd of vẽgeãte eke doth bite 
dpon pꝛuntes foz their tranſgreſſ/on 

the common people iu their opinton 


of the tranllatour. 


Foz bery dzede tremble don and quake, 
and by ſurh menes their vices thec fozſake 


And ſuch alſo as haue been defouled, 

in their vices by long continuance 

Oz in their ſinnes ruſted and ymouled 

by good enſamples may come to repẽtancs 
who hym tepenteth. p loꝛd wil htm auance, 
Ind him accept in high and lowe eſtate, 
the meke pꝛeſetue a puniſh the obſtinate, 


This ſayd matter touching ſuch thinges , 
mine authoꝛ Bochas herafter ſhal declare 
by enſample of pzinces # of mighty kinges 
what was their fine,x not the truth ſparc, 
And though my ple naked be and bare, 

in rethozike mine autoꝛ foꝛ to ſue, 

pet tro the trueth,ſhal J not reme we. 


But on the ſubſtance by good leyſar abyde, 
after mine autos likt as J map attapne, 
And fo2 my part ſet eloquence aſide, 

and in this booke bewepen and complayne 
thaſſault of foztune, froward and ſodayne 
How lhe on pzinces hath kid her varcance 
and of het malite, p deadly mozral chance; 


But © alas, who ſhalbe my muſe, 

oz bnto whom ſhall J foz helpe call? 
Calliope my tal ling will refuſe, 
Andon Pernaſo her wozthy ſuſtern aſl, 
they will thetr ſuger temper with no gall 
Fo: theit ſwetenes and luſty freche ſinging 
ful ferre diſtoꝛdeth fro maters coplatning 


My maſtet Chauſer W his freſh comedies 
is dead alas, chief oete of Bꝛetapne 

t vohilom made ful piteous tragedies 

e fall of Pzinces he did alſo complayne 
Zs he that was of making ſouerayne 
whom al this land ſhould of right pzeferre. 
Sith of our language, he was p lodeſtcrre 


Senet in Kome,thzough his hye prudence 
wzote tragedies ofgreat moꝛalitie, 

And Tullius chefe wel of eloquence, 

made in his time manye fceſh ditt?. 
Fraunces Petracke.of Flozence the citte, 
made a booke as I can reherſe, 

of two kfoztunes,uclefyl _ periterſe, 

ll. 


And 
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And agayn both wꝛote the remedies 
In bookes twayn made a diuiſton, 
among rehearſing many freſh ſtozies: 
The firſt boke is thus fyꝛſt conneyed down, 
a dialoge twene gladnes and reaſon, 

The ſecond can beate me wel wit nes, 
made atwene realon,x wozldlpe heauines. 


The matter is riqht wonders delitable, 
though woe with toye haue an intrefſe: 
And John Bochas wꝛot maters lametable 
The fall of pꝛinces, Where he doth expzeſſe 
how fro theyꝛ coy they fill in great diſtreſſe 
and all theſe wꝛiters, thꝛow their hye renou 
Gzeat woꝛ ſhip did vnto thepꝛ nacion, 


Ind ſemblably,as J ha told tokome. 

my maiſter Chaucer did his buſines. 

And in his dapes hath ſo well him bozne 
out of our tong tauoyden al tudenes, 
And to reforme it with coloꝛs of ſwetenes. 
wherfoze let vs peue him laude and glozy, 
and put his name with Poetes in memoꝛy 


Ok whoſe labour to make mencton, 
whereth:ough of right he ſhould comended 
in pauth he made a tranflacion (be, 
Ok a booke which called is Trophe 

in Lumbard tong as men map reade x ſee, 
Ind in our vulgare, long eꝛ that he deyed, 


gaut it the name of Troylous + Creſſepde 


which fo2 to rede louers them delite, 

v haue therin ſo great deuocion, 

And this Poete him alſo to quite, 

of Boecius booke the conſolation 

made in his tyme an whole tranſlacion, 
And to his ſonne that called was Lowis 
he made a treatiſe ful noble # of great pzice 


Upon that labour in full noble fozme 
ſet them in oꝛder with their diuiſions 
Mennes wittes tapplien and conkoꝛme 
To vnderſtand by full expert reaſons. 
by domifieng of londzy manſions 

the roote out ſought at the aſcendent 
Tofozne 0z he gaue any tudgement 


He wꝛote alſo ful many day agone, 
Daunt in Enyltlh him lelflo doth expꝛelle 


Lhe pꝛologe 


The piteous ſloꝛpe of Ceio and Ilction 
and the death alſo of Blaunche the duches 
Ind notablp dyd his buſmeſſe ; 
by great aduiſe His wittes to diſpoſe, 

to tranſtate the Komaynt ofthe Role, 


Thus in vertrehe ſet al his entent 
dlenes and byces fo; to fice: 


* Offoules alſo he wꝛote the parliament, 


Therin remembzing.of ropall Egles thzee 
towe in they: choyſe they felt aduerſitee 
tofo2e nature pꝛoketed the batayle. 

Etche fo: his partic if it woulo auayle, 


He did alſo his diligence and payne, 

in our vulgare to tranſlate and endite 
Ougene vpon the Maudelayn, 

and of the Lyon a booke he did wzpte, 

Ok Anneleida z or falſe Arcite 

he made a complaynt dolekul and pitcous, 
And ok the bꝛoche which that Uulcanus 


At Thebes wꝛought full diners of nature, 
Outde wtteth,who therok had a ſight 

Foz high deip2e he ſhould not endure 

but he it had neuer by glade noꝛ light 

Ind ik he had it ones in his myght 

like as my matſter ſaith a wziteth in dede, 
It to conſerue he ſhould ape line in dꝛede. 


This poete wꝛote at the requeſt of Þ quene 
à legend ok pertite holine s, 

Ok good weomen to kynd out nenetene 
that did excell in bountie and fapzenes: 
But toꝛ his labour and buſines 

was impoꝛtable his wittes to endombꝛe. 
In all this woꝛld tofpnd ſo great a not.. 


He made the booke of Caunterbury tales, 
whan the pylgryms rode on pylgrimage 
thoughout Rent, by hilles and by vales, 
And all the ſtoꝛpes tolde in they: paTage, 
endited them full well in our language, 
Some of knighthod, ſome of gentleneſſe, 
Ind ſome of loue,and ſome of perfitnes, 


And ſome allo ofgreat mozalite 

Some of diſpoꝛt including great ſentence 

In pꝛoſe he wꝛote the tale of Mellebe 

and ok his wike that called was pzudence: 
And 


And ok Giiſtldes perkect pacience, 
andhow the monke of ſtoues newe x olde, 


Pitous tragedies by the way tolde. 


This ſayed Poe te my maiſte t, in his dayes 
Made and compiled ful many a freth ditee 
Complaintes ballade s, roundles virelates 
Ful delectable to heaten and to lee: 

Fo: which men ſhould ok right and equitee, 
Sith he cf enoluſh in making was the beſt, 
Pay vnto God to peue his ſoule good reſt, 


And theſe Poetes that J mae of mencion 
were by olde time had in great deintee, 
with kinges and pʒinces in euerp region, 
Greatly pzeferred afrer they2 degree, 

Fe Loꝛdes had pleaſaunce koꝛ to ſee 

To ſtudy among and caſt they: lookes, 

It good le par vpon wyſe bookes, 


Fo: in the time of Ceſar Julius, 

u han the triumphe he wan in Rome tovon, 
He entre would the ſchole of Tullius 

And heare bis lecture ok great affeccion, 
and notwithſtanding his coqueſt # renown 
Unto bookes he paue great attendaunce, 
and bad in ſtoꝛies great toy and pleaſatice, 


Eke in this land J dare aff(tme a thing: 
there is a punte ful mighty of putſſaunce, 
A kinges (onne.x vnkle to the king, 
Fenty the [ixth,vhich now is in kraunte, 
and is liette nant a hath the gouernaunce 
Ot our Butayn, though whoſe dil ctecion 
He yath conſetued in this region 


During his tyme of full hygh pzudence, 
Peace and quyete,and ſuſtayned right. 
Pet notwithſlanding his noble pꝛouidente 
He is in de de pꝛoued a right good knight, 
Eyed as Argus with reaſon and fozelight, 
Ok high Lecture, I dare eke ot him tell, 
And truely deme that he doeth excell. 


In vnderſlanding. al other of his age 
and hath toye wyth clerkes to commune 
And no man is moze expert in langage 
Stable in ſtudy alway he doth contune, 
Setting alide all chaunces of foztune 


of the tranſlatour. 


and where he loueth it Þ ſhall not tary 
Withouten cauſ e, tull loth he is to vary 


Duke of glouceſter men this pꝛinte cal, 
and notwithſtanding his ſtate and dignitie 
His courage ncuer doth appall 

to lludy in bokes of antiquitie 

Therm he hath great felicitye 

bertuoully him ſelle to occupie, 

Ok vicious ſouth he hath the maſtty 


And with his pꝛudente a with his manhed, 
ttueth to ſuſteyn he fauour ſetteth aſyde, 
and holy Churche mayntapning in dede, 
that in this land no lollard date abyde: 

A very ſuppoꝛt vpholder and eke gyde, 
Spareih none but make th hiniſelke ſtrong 


to puniſh al tho that doe the church wong, 


Ehus is he both manly and alſo wyſe 
Choſen of God to been his own knight, 
and ok o thing he hath a ſingler pꝛyſe 

that heretike dare none come in his light 
In Chziſtes faith he ſtant ſo whole vpught 
Ok holy churche defence and champion, 
to chaſtice all that doc therto treaſon, 


Ind to doe pleaſaunce to our loꝛd Jeſu, 
Ye fludieth euer to haue intelligence 
Reading of bookes that bꝛingeth in bertuc 
Uytes excluding. ſi outh and negligence, 
MWaketh a pzince to haue expettence 

To know humſe lte in many ſondꝛy wile 
where he treſpaſſeth, his errour ta chaſtite. 


And among bookes playnly this is the caſe 
this layed Pꝛince conſideredof reaſon, 
the noble booke of this John Bochas 
Was actoꝛt ing in his optuton 

Ok great nobleſſe and reputacion: 

Ind vnto punces greatly neteſſaty 


to peue enample how this wozld doth vary 


Ind foꝛ theſe cauſcs as in his intent 

to ſhem thuntruſſ of all wozidlythyng 

Ye yaue to me in commaundement 

as him ſemed it was right wel ſitting, 

that Þ ſhould after my ſmall cunning 

This booke tranſtate.him to doe pleaſance, 

to lhew the change ot 1 variance. p 
lit. an 


The pꝛologe 


Ind wilh ſupport of his magnificence 
Under the wiuges of his cozreccion, 
Though that J haue lacke of eloquence, 
I ſhal p2ocede in this tranſlacion, 

Fro me auoyding al pꝛeſumpcion, 

lowly ſubmitting tue ry houre and ſpate 
My rude language to my Loꝛdes grace, 


Andſas J haue o thyng wel in mind) 

He bade T ſhould in eſpeciall 

Felowe myne auctour wuitten as J fynde, 
And foꝛ no kauour be not parciall, 

Thus Imeane to lpeake ingenerall, 

And none eſtate ſinglerly depꝛaue, 

But the lentence of myne auctour lane. 


Il this concetued, J gan my ſtile dzeTe, 
thought J would in my matter pꝛocede 
And fo: the matter abꝛayde on heauines, 
Ol kreſhe colours J tobe no maner hede, 
But my pꝛoceſſe playnly fo to lede 

(Js meſemed)it was tome moſt mete 

to ſet apart all Rethozibes ſwete. 


Dities of mourning and of complayning 
Doe not pertayn vnto Calliope, 

Noz to the muſes that on Pernaſo ſyng, 
which ben remtbꝛed in nöbers thzle thzee, 
And vnto matters of aduerſitee, 

with the yz ſugred aureat licour, 

they been not willye toz to don fauour. 


But of diſdeyn me ſetten farre abarke, 

to hinder me of that J would endite, 
hauing no colours. but only white #blacke 
to the tragedies which that J ſhal wayte. 
Ind(foz J can my ſelfe no better acquite) 
Under ſuppoꝛt of al that ſhall it rede. 
Upon Bochas right thus J will pꝛocede. 


I 2& £1 
CThus endeth the authours pꝛologe. 


And here beginneth 
the fitſt booke, 


CH0owe Adam and Ene fo2 they? 
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mobe diente wer put out ot paradiſe, and li⸗ 


ued in ſozow and woe they x their ofſpꝛing: 


And how they ſtandyng naked befoze Bo⸗ 
thas deſpꝛed him to putte the pꝛ woeful! fall 


kn in temembꝛaunce. 


„ne 2 22 Han Tohn Bochas, 
„ conſidzed had and lought 
The woetul fall, | 
ok mightie conqucrours: 
as J remen:bzaunce entred 
In his thought, 
BNebening the numbze 
wn ok out pꝛedeceſſouts. 
Ind firſt to mind came the pꝛogenitours 
of all mankynd farre J ranne in age. 
And toward him holding their paTage, 


And as him thought in his in ward ſight 
In their comming full pitouũ pe tremlyng, 


The fyꝛſt Booke. 
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C Oſine Boehas,J wol wel that thou lert 


thou that art buſp to ſearche out ouer al, 
Ok inkoꝛtune the maner to enquere, 
Het ſodayn chaunge turning as a ball, 
ok earthly pzinces from they; eſtate ropall: 
It is moſt ſitting 02 we a ſundꝛe twinne, 
At vs twayn thy pꝛoceſſe to begynne. 


Conſidꝛe fyꝛſt the low in his auyſe, 
whan he vs made vnto his like nes. 
He put vs both into paradiſe, 

There to haue liued in perfit ſtablenes, 


ttli the ſerpent did his buſines, 


of falſe enuie,to make vs leſe our grace, 
Perpetually texile vs from that FR 
ind 


| The firſt 
And when John Bothas, naked the beheld That Nozme ne rapne, thundꝛe wind ne le: 


without the hand kourmed ok natute 

Of lime of thearth in Damaſcene Þ field, 
god made them fapꝛeſt aboue eche creature 
and foꝛ thep ſhould perpetually cudure, 
By diſere tion foꝛ a pxerogatife, 

He endued them with a ſoule ok lyfe 


Perkett ot᷑ age. as man ot. xxx.pete 

Nut them after in poſſeſſion, 

Ok paradyſe, a plate mdſt enticre, 

And of delites a choſen manſion 

where Adam made an impoſicion 

to fithe and foule,and to theſe beaſtes all 
Lf very reaſon what men \houd them cal 


Out of a rib while that Þdam did ſlepe, 
Eue was pdzawe ful fayze of her viſage 
al ſod2pnlyo2 that he toke kepe, 

after to him ioyned in mariage, 

Fo: his diſpozt and foz his auauntage, 
So as the loꝛd kyꝛſt wut s did ozdeyne, 
Eyther foz helpe. oz foz encreaſe of papne. 


God vnto them gaue the ſoueraintie 
Ofraradile and dominacion, 

a plac: ſulfilledef al felicitie, 

the kruites wer al in their lubtettion 
Saue that ot one was made excepcion 
which god foꝛbade the Byble can dcuiſe 
Tha; they ſhould touche it in no wile 


All delices in that heauenly place. 

god gaue to them, and put in theit keping 
To blen them euerp heure and ſpace 

to thepꝛ madd eaſe as was to them lyking. 
Blomes, bloſſomes, their fayznes ay kepitig 
and the frurtes al wape of o tteſhnes 

Jo vintet loʒmes might doe the no dures 


The ſoyle embꝛoyde d ful of ſumer kloures 
where wedes wicke had none intereſſe, 
Foꝛ god and kind with freſhnes of colours 
and withtheir tapites a motles of oladnes 
had made þ place aboundant in al ſwetenes 
and freſh floꝛa, which is of toures quene, 
Het liuetep made of a perpetual grene, 


The trees ranalt almoſt to the heauen, 
which caſt about en a full pleaſant ſhade, 


no powet had their leues foꝛ to fade, (uen 
Foꝛ eucr they wet ilpke fee ſh and glade; 
and when they liſt there they might ſee 
mid ot that garde in ok life p holelome tree. 


Which vertue had aveinſt al maladie, 

folke to pꝛeſetue in youth in their freſhnes 
Who cate therof ſhould neuer dye, 

but luen eutt in iop and gladnes, 

and neither fele trouble no2 ſickenes, 

but in that plate haue alwaye heartes eaſe, 
and fuffyſgunce of al that might the pleaſe, 


Cucr endure and ncuer fall in age, 

fo: whtch it was calted the tree of lyke: 
But vohen Adam was fallen in dotage, 
and apenſt God gan to holden ſtryfe, 
though exciting of her that was his vatfe. 
And wilfullyhe paue to her aſſent, 

To bzeake the pꝛecept and comaundement 


Ok god the loꝛd thzough wilkul negligence 
Tappꝛoche the tree which þ bare the name, 
the tree of tunning and alſo of ſciences 
Foz of the fruite who that dyd attame, 

He ſothly Chould.the Byble ſayeth theſame 
of good à euil haue cunning in hys thought 
t hetas tofozne of euil he knewe right nou: 


( 
Thus had they firſt of en(l experience 
Wheras tokoꝛne they knew no wickednes, 
Pact Umpcion and tnobedience 
20ught them out of top into wietechednes?* 
Foꝛ afore time mine autout be ateth witnes 
Health and goodnes wer called verp like, 
euil named ſickncs firſt rote of al our ſtrife 


In paradile.mine autour ſapeth certayne, 
the cuers wer ſo oꝛient and ſo fine, 

Like quichſiluer vpvoyling on the plepne, 
And in their running, very chꝛiſtalline, 
whiche from a wel, heauenly and deutne, 
In their vpſpunging and auapungdown, 
Ok al pleaſaunce gaue ſo ſwete à ſobon. 


That it would rauiſh a courage, 
whoſe baulmy licout endued al the place, 
and w the freſhnes,x courſe of his paſſage 


The 
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The holeſome ayꝛe heartes did embꝛace 
there was ſuch plette or pleaſance ⁊ of grace 
{hat eueryſpyce,herbe.grayn androote, 


wer founden growing in p gardeyn loote. 
There was alſo a delectable ſoun, 


of ſong of byꝛdes in their ermony, 

The apꝛe was clene fro al maner coꝛrupcid 
Fo: there engendꝛed was no malady. 
there was al imirth,there was all melody, 
of toy and blille ſoucrayn ſuffyſaunce 
with al that may to heartes doe pleaſaunce 


Andof Clerkes ltke as it is told 

in their bookcs as they determine. 

howe in his ſpere the ſonne manifold, 

was of moze vertue,x moze tlere dyd ſhine, 
Than it doth now in his midday lyne, 

the Mone whiter with bis beames cleate 
Ind euer p ſtetre bzighter did appeares 


Euery thing was there moze vertuous 
than they be nowe, who can behold and ſee, 
Fo2 in that place ther was nothing nopous 
But perfit gladnes knit vnto ſuretie; 
erpetuall peace foye and pꝛoſperitie. 
nd in w bliſſe to maten them moze Erong 
To theyz tomfozt, God ſpake W the among 


Okt his goodneſſe he bare them company 
Shewed duto them his gracious pzelence 
Ingels alſo their (tate to magnifye 
among to ſerue them did their diligence 
In diucrs offices with humble reucrence, 
And nature w2ought foꝛ the noncs 

Of ropall purple and of rxche ſtones; 


Tiſſues of golde, and other oznamentes 
Fe} renuiron ther bodilpe beautie, | 
Shaping to them ſuch maner garmentes, 
As Angels ple in their felicitte 

Naked they wern, fapꝛeſt vnto ſee: 

Foz while they ſtode in ſtate of innocencie, 
they had of clothing none experience, 


And ok the yz bliſſe to make mencton 
and of thetr ioyes that wer cele ſtiall 
there may be made no compariſon 
of no toy which is tempozall, 


which thoulde ha been laiting 4 immoxtalk; 


Booke. 
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Euer ta liued in mpꝛth and in aladnes, 
Saue agapn reaſon of very vulkulnes. 


The y baniſh themſelf out of that bliſt lyfe; 
whan Adam gaue credence to a ſnake, 
And wzetchediy gan truſten on his wife, 
whiche gan thapple of the ſerpent take 
Ind pleaſantip did a preſent make 

vnto Adam as ſhe that fy2\t began 
death to deuiſ en. and poyſon vnto man, 


But as their iope was incomparable 
greteſt their lozdſhip,aboue al erthlything, 
So they? fall was to them impoꝛtable: 

Foꝛ he that was all other ſurmounting. 
In paradiſe reygning as a kyng, 

was it not a deadly moztall payne 

From thylke place to haue a fall ſodapne? 


Foz thilke ſoꝛow ſurmounteth eneryſ0zow 
which next koloweth after felicitie, 
no woe more greuous at cuen ne at mozow 
As is in dede ſodayn aduerſite, | 
which cometh vnwarely after pꝛoſperitte: 
No2 nothing may moꝛe heartes diſauaſice 
than of olde top newe remembꝛaunce. 


Takethenfaumple of Adam and of Tae, 
maketh of them a my2rour in your mind 
whetherof reaſon it did the greatly grene, 
Foꝛ to be put alas ſo farre behinde, | 
Out of that bliſſe they and all theyz kynd. 
Chaunging theſtate of tmmoꝛtalitte, 
And become ſubiect to death aud pouertie. 


They? ſodayn chaunge ⁊ bnware miſchief 
and theyꝛ vnhappy tranſmutacion, 
It was to them ful vat ouch and vnlefe, 


- Foz to depart fro thilke mancion, 


that was ſo ful of dtlectacion 
Fro ſuch delices ſodeinly to goc, | 
Into this woꝛl d, which is ſo ful of woe. 


There is delyte, and here is ſoꝛowe & care; 
There is iop, and here ts heauines: 

There is plentie, and here is euill fare: 
There is health. and here is great ſickenes 
here trouble ape mepnt w vnſare gladnes 
There is ay dliſſe and eternal gloꝛp, 

And here no myꝛth but faile and W 


The fy2\t 


Alas howe they were blinded in their ſight 
though bainglozte and falſe ambicion 
They went vw2onae, theploked not aright, 
falſe couetiſe was theit confuſton 
wherethzough they loſt the dominarton 
Ofparadiſe,and were both pooze and thꝛal 
thetr kredome leſt and become moztal 


Unto god they would haue be ſemblable 
Lyte vnto him good and eucll to knowe 
And im their truſt foꝛ they were not ſtable 
fro theit eſtate they were bꝛought ful lowe, 
and thus alas the ſede was firſt yſowe _ 
{he rote planted of dil obeyſaũce (chauce 
which bzought our linage to ſoꝛowꝛ # mil: 


Thus came in firſt thzough tnobedlence 
as by a gate pouerte and nede, 

and at their backe folowed indigente 
Soꝛowe, ſickeneſſe. malady and dꝛede. 
Exile baniſhing and ſetuitude in dede 
which cauſed man long to contune 
Under the lozd(hip and daager of foztune 


Thus tame in eke malady and death 
to diſpople mankind of his beauty 
Long ſirkeneſſe and peſtilence that ſleath 


by ſoden ſtroke whith no man may fiye 
Foz bnto Adam and his poſterttte 

death was annexed by ſucceſſiourt 

Foz his offence and ſo conueied doun. 


Fꝛo man to man in eue xy manet age 

toꝛ who liſt knowe, ſinne bzought in ſhame 
Man tobe keble and fatnt in his paſſage 
and by pꝛoceſle to were halt and lame 
Unto Adam this was an vntouth game 
To be conſtratned from rich apparayle 
Jnbarratne earth toſeven his vitayle 


In hungre thyz\t, here he lad his lyfe 
with ſ wet, with labour and tribulactons, 
Endured alſo manye moztall ſtrife 
ofhote and colde,right ſtrange paſſions 
Ok elementes ſodapne mutacions 
winde,Daple, and rayne fearfullyf 

And vnware ſtrokes of thũder x lightning 


They ſtode allo in danger and in dzede 
of cruel beaſtes, Tigers and Lions 


Ok tuſhy Boꝛes who lo taketh hede 

and in great feare of theſe fell Dꝛagons 
Thaſſaute of Serpentes and of ſcozpids | 
fo; thylke beaſtes that tofozme were mylde 
After thetr ſinning full tage we xe # wilde 


wo here they ſtode firſt in ſikerneſſe 

ot ioye and bliſſe euer in one laſting 

Out ok thetr reſt they fill in vnſuernes. 

in ſoꝛowe d ſighting x dolozous plapning 
And krom their tyen continually weping 
The bitter teares dap by dap diſtill 

In this deſerte foꝛ wanting of their will 


And wheder were they ſoꝛowkul oz kaine 
long time after their deſolacion | 
han they foũd Abel their own fonſlaine * 
Byrruel Cayn to his confuſton ; 
The ſame Cain as made is mencion 
Attet that time wylde and vagabounde 
Til blind Lameth,gafe hi his dethes woũd 


Adam noz Eue aloꝛe that clke tyme 

Jad neuer ſene no feaſt funerall 

t was ofchaunge,to them a newe pꝛyme, 
fo; to beholde a thing diſnaturall 
Baether of o wombe, by hatered fraternall 
{he one ok hate ſo karre him ſelt denide 
Ok talſe malice to deen an homicide, 


And was it not a payne when they ſtode 
fo: to beholde their ſonne pall and deed 
Ltgon the grounde bathed in hys blode 
and al the ſople where he lay was red, 
Then when Adam and Eue toke hede 
it was to them full great aduerſitie 

The ne we ſlaughter to beholde andſe 


And euer among their ſighes harde «ſoze 
they: bitter weping, a ſoꝛowes to auaunce 
D? they wer ware their hceres wore hoze, 
and age gan theit beautie diſauaunce. 
heit pouth alſo by ful great diſpleaſaũet 
gan to appall oz they toulde aſpye 

By cruel conſireint and fozce of malady 


And when of youth fallen were the floures 
by the pꝛoceſſe of manp hundꝛed peres 
And by the dureſſe of many great labour s 
they were vnluſty and vgly * —— 
b age 


SNS 


n 3 „ 3 * "Tots . 


Of age and death theſe ben the daungers 
to ſleyen checkmate in natuxe it is couthe 


* Unto beautte and grene lulty youthe, 


Fo: whan the yeres fully paſſed be 

Of flowing age laſting a ſeaſon, 

By pꝛoteſſe at eye men map ſe 

beautie declivech, hir bloſſomes kal adoun, 
And utell and liteſl by ſucceſſcon 


tommeth croked elde vnwarelp in creping 


Wich his potent full poozely manaſing. 


Thus to our father that called was Adam 
of creatures fayzeſt of all fapꝛe. 
Iftergreat age by pꝛoceſſe death in came, 


and gan vnwarely aſcende vpon the ſtapze 
With his potent. and caſt him to cepapꝛe 
* with Antropole which afoꝛe (hall gone 
= Fo; tuntwie his lyues thiede anone. 


And in Ebzon was made his ſepulture, 
theralter was builte a mighty great cytees 
By whoſe ſtoꝛpe and te coꝛd ot nature 
Imap conclude who ſo liſt to ſee 

That neuer man had libertee 

ſithen that Adam our loꝛde gan dſſobep 
Ayenſt death but that he muſt dey, 


In templaining mine auto: John Bochas 
full pituouſlp in his aduertence 

Bewepe th, wapleth andofte ſatthcalas) 

in an Apple there was ſo great offence, 

Chat foꝛ a taſt of inobedte nte ; 

Adam(alas){ould haue ſogreat a fall 

S oſodainly to dye and be moztal. 


Which crample ought ynough ſaffiſe 

in all this woꝛlde though there were no mo 
Co txt mplttye to folkes that ben wyle 

w this wonde is athzowfare ful ot᷑ woe, 
ze falle Foztune which turneth to 4 fro 
to make folkes whan they moſt eic rely ſhy 
In their eſjates vnwarely to de cune. (ne 


Foz though that they their hedee lifr a lokte 
te as Phe bus ſhincth in his ſphete, 
@Thinke them ſelfe(as it falleth ofte) . 
their rencun recheth aboue p Uerres clere, 
t bow the i fame ſurmotiteth eueryſphere, 
Their truſt coꝛtupt hath a ful ſodatne fall 


_ Booke. 


And ik that god bent 


foz to declare how they ben moꝛ tal. 


O wondly folke aduertiſcthofentent 

what vengeaunce and what punicion 

God ſhall taken in dis ſudgement 

foꝛ vout treſpas and your tranſgreſſyon, 

Which bꝛt ake his pzeceptes apen ali reaſũ 
han foꝛgottẽ how W his pꝛecious blode 

Pou foz to laue he ſtark vpon the roode, 


Foz if dam for his diſobe(ſaunre 

was by the loꝛde as himliſt ozdaine, _ 
Made firſt a formed with euery circũſtãce 
of creatures tobe moſt ſoueraine 

Itthat he was enbzatzdin the chaine 

of ſeruitude, with thꝛaldome ouerſene, 


What ſhal J than of other folkes ſaten 


That ituen here in this deſerte of ſozowe 


in this exile of pleaſaunce deſolate 


Ind in this world both at eue and mozowe 


of hertly toye ſtond diſronſolate, 
All deſtitute and eke inkoztunate 


and kopoſſed with woe ok wozldly trouble 


Aye variable and full of chaunge double: 


Ve not intende but to falſe couetiſe, 
o kraude, barret, andextozcton, 
Gatne god # trouth in many diuerſe wife, 
Saine your neyghbour by falſe colluſion 
To dos him wong and oppꝛeſſion. 

and woꝛſ of all pe retche not by ſin 
Toſlea pour ſoule,vozldly good to winne. 


And if it tall pour power be but ſmall 
taccompliſhe pour auatice in dede, 

our ſinful will aſſenteth ouer all 
thing to deſire of which ye may not ſpede: 
And thus falſe luſt doth pour bꝛidell lede, 
thꝛuſt of hauing ſo ſoze you dothe aſſayle 
Falſcly afeard the vozld ſhould you faile, 


and debonapze 

with his yatde of caſtigacion 

C haſtiſe you but eaſelp andfayze, 

ye qtudge againſt his cozreccion? 

Nothing aducrting in your diſcrecion 

how god ne badde vs who ſo ca take hede 

Is fozno firiwe , ue fo: to wꝛaſtel in dede: 
Neyther 


Fol.tit, 


e — 
— — — 


The fy2k 


Nether our ſtrẽgtij noꝛ our might to applye, 
vpon the beaſt monſtrous and ſauage, 
whith called is the chymere of liepe: 
ſpetially when he ts in his tage, 

which monſtre had tohis auantage. 
_bradof a Lyon as bokes determine 
Wonibe of a Gote and taple ſexpentine. 


ndhech was outrared of Bellerokon, 
as olde Poctes make mencton, 
neither god had not that men ſhould gon. 
into Colchos to conquete with Jaſon? 
The klees of gold which in that region 
with fierye bulles of mt tall made and bzas, 
and by a dzagon ful trey:ly keped was. 


God bad vs not our tountrepes fo; tolete, 
to vnderkong thinges impoſſible 

the minotaure foz to ſlapen in Crete, 

halfe man halfe bulle if it be credibte, 
-whtch was a monſtre hateful andodtble, 
whilom bought furth in bokes pe may lee 
By Minos wire called Paſiphe. 


me hoſe tory teacheth ik pe liſt to lere, 
this ougly —— and — 
though Aduan nges et dere, 
— lame by Duke Theſtus 
withm a caue made by Dedalus; 

God bidde vs not playnly fo: his ſake, 

ſo gteat empailes foz to vndertake. 


Be bidde vs not tobe ſo rechles, 

in perilous dedes that been marctall, 

Us to.teopard.as did Hercules. 

which by the bidding in eſpecial, 

Of Eurilteus.the mighty king royall, 
Loꝛd of Athenis to make his honour ſhine 
Learnedof Armes the famous difciplyne. 


Ok his p2eceptes it we haue a ſight, 

and temembꝛe of his high bountte, 

he vs commaundeth thinges that ben light 
fo: to accompliſh with all bumuſttie: 

from our courage to auoyde al vanitte, 
andfrom our heartes to exclude pdle nes. 


and the falſe cyage of all woꝛl diy gladnes. 


Fo bnto a man that perfit is and ſtable, 
by good reaſon mine auco; doth wel pꝛeue 


there is nothing moꝛe fayꝛe ne agreable, | 
than finally his vicious life toleue, * F 
On very Sod rightfully beleue: ; 
him loue 4 wozſhip aboue al erthlythinges 
this paſſeth victoꝛp of Empe202s # kinges, 


The loꝛd bidde eke who that can diſcerne F 
ofentiere loue to doen our labour 
in this life hete ſo our ſelfe gouerne, . F 
To father ⁊ mother that we doe due hong 
and in their nede to doen to them ſuccout: 
and in al vertue our frendes to conkot, 


and to our power. in milchieke tht lu ppon. 
Foz in this wozlde is nothing moze pctfite 


no2 taccompliſh thinge of moze pleaſante, 
than a man koꝛ to haue delite 
in litle god to hauen ſuffiſance: 

And be content in his gouernance, 
voyde guatice and thinke euer among 
to his neighbour,that he doe no wong. 


Not to couete his goddes in no wile, 

himſelfe to gonerne like to his eſtate, 
Not excede,but five and eke deſpyſe ; 
It maner loue,which is diſo:dinate 
himſe lt pꝛeſerue from contecke aud debate 
and ſpecially teſchewen it is good, 


luugbtet murder, g che ding eke of blood, | 


Flyen from his ſinne and haten foꝛ to lye, 
of olde offences.among han repentance, | 
and to eſchewe al ſrozne and mockery, 
Ayenſt byces doe almes and penance 
and to haue moſt ſaueratniy pleaſance 

to ſue the pathes of our lozd Jeſu 

true examplayze of grace and all vertue. 


Which loꝛ ourſake and our redempcion 
and fo2 our loue was nayledto a tree, 


ſuffered papn and cruel paſſion, 


And nothing aſketh of high oz lowe degree, 

recampenſed ap:nward foz to be. | 
but that we ſet al wholpour intentes 
Foz to fulfil his commaundementes. 


Ando his grace here in this moꝛtall life, 
as we p2ecell in wiſe dome andreaſon, 

and of his gift han a pzerogarife, 
totozne all beaues by diſcrec:on, 


Therkoze 


| therfozelet bs of whole ententton: 
as we ofreaſon beaſtes farre ercede, 
| let vs atem them de by wozd.cxiple a debe 


Gꝛound bs fyꝛſt bpor humlitte, 


dur pompous eyen mekely to bneloſe, 

” encline our heartes to conteme and ſee 

* All woꝛldl y welth (hall faben as a roſe: 
and ok mene heart let vs our ſelf diſpoſe: 
By thts trage die to knowlegyng 

ot our miſchte f. how roote i; cke gynning 


was the bite of inobedience, 


furquedie and falſe diſobeyſaunce, 
As mine autout hath ſhewed in ſentence. 


empzinterh it wel in your remembꝛaunte: 


Beware the ſerpent,with his diſcetuance, 
' thefleſh,the world. your enemies all thee, 
* thzouyh ther traynes,ye not detemed be. 


Pour beſt ſhtelde to make reſiſtence, 


Again the pꝛ power.ſootbtpyis mckenes, 

* pour habirion moſt miqhtie of detence, 

* (hefiendes might to vanquiſh à oppzeſſe 
is to remember dtuoutliy with lownes, 

* Howmekely Chaiſt.to paten out taunſom, 
; Cuffredon acroſſe death and paſſton. 


* Wherbpmen map that pʒudent be + wpſe, 
the toyes claime which been eternal. 

* Indagaen entre into paradiſe 

' fro whens whilom Adam had a fall, 
To which place aboue celeſtiall 

O Caſt Jeſu. ſo bꝛyng vs to that glozye, 
| which by thy death haddeũ the victozte, 


Lenuore. 
So dayne departing out of felirttit 


into miſerte and moꝛtall heauines, 
Unware depꝛtuing of our pzoſpereree, 


change ok gladnes into wꝛetchednes. 
Long languiſhyng in woe and bitiernes, 
continual ſoꝛow . dꝛead dole and peſiflerice, 
wer firſt bzought in by tnobedience, 


Adam and Eue loſten their libertte, 
their francheſe and their bleſſednes, 
Put into exile and capttuit te. 

to liue in labour in woe and penſike nes 


LBooke: 


Fol. itii. 


Chꝛow falſe deftres ofpopotis wilfulnes, 
to the ſerpent when theygaue credence, 
The lozd miſtruſtyng though tnobedifce 


But O alas where as they wer free 

of tope eternall Node in ſikernes, or 
They wer to blinde, alas it was piette, 
to leaue they: reſt and line in weatines: 
All their ofſp2mmg to bꝛingen in diſtreſſe, 
dꝛawyng fro god his due reverence, 


y 


thzough falſe tonſenting to inobevience, 
- Tſherfore ye pꝛintes, auiſely doth ſee, 


as this trage die in maner beareth witnes, 
Wheras wanteth in any com montee, 
Subieccion,fo2 lackyngof mekeneg, 
and with pouett, pꝛide hath an intereſſe, 
there koloweth after thowfrowarde info: 
Among p people falſe (nobedifce, (lence 


And noble princes which han þ ſouerentie 


to gouerne the people in tighteouſnes, 
like as pe che tiſhe them in peace x bnttye, 
Oz tro war diy deſtrop them oꝛ oppꝛeſſe: 

ſo again wa. d their coꝛages thet wil dzeſſe 
lowelp tobey. to your magniłicence, 

Oz dilfobey by tnobe diente. 


¶ How Nembzoth bit the to we of Babt⸗ 


lon to ſaue him fro Noes floud,whiche toꝛ 
his paide was put fro his magnifycente: 
and hys towze wyth ſodayne leuen ſmit: 
ten downe. 

¶ Che ſeconde Chapter, 


M Ine autout Bochas he that vnderſfode 
the vengeances, and miſchicfes huge, 
Which that God tobe with Noes ffoude, 
vohan he ſent an vntuerſall deluge: 
Agatuſt whiche there was nor , 
Saue eight perſons in that moztall woe, 
vithtn a ſhip wer laue d, and no moe, 


Wherfoze mine auto? ſightly ouergoeth. 
maketh old age no ſpecial remembzaunce 
but paſſeth ouer from Adam toNemdto 
Conſideringhow in that deadly chaunce 
the loꝛd fo2 (yn tooke ſogreat vengeauce, 
That by wziting of ſtoꝛy noꝛ victoꝛie 
of hye noꝛ low, was 2 no memoꝛie. 
4. 


Fo: 


The fyꝛſte 


Fo: there was left troniele none no boke 
aſterthe kloude that made mencion, 

ok none autour wWhoſo liſt to lake 

Foz all was bꝛouaht to deſttuccion: 

by a deluge without excepcion, ſtile, 
fo: which mine autour,traſpoztedhath his 
and of that tyme liſt nothyng compyle, 


He konde no matter wheron he might koũd 
no; ſet his foote by none authozitie, 

noꝛ 430 trouthj his purpoſe on to grounde 
Olde wꝛiting that he couldſee; 

fo: whiche him thought of neceſſitie 

the lurpluſage ok all that tyme lete 

and after dam. with Nebzoth fo: to mete. 


And certes liche as Bochas in this boke, 
remembzeth fyzit ok A dam the ſtoꝛy 

lo next in oꝛder he the ſtoꝛp totze: 

To ſpeaze of embꝛoth and his ſurquedy 
vwrich? here in earth, as bookes ſpecikye, 
after the kloude, his waues gan aſſwage 
was made a4 Lozde to gouerne in that age. 


Fo2 whan the floudes began to diſcreſe, 
and god his vengeaunte, gan to modifye 
withdzaw his hand, ihe water tho gan ceaſe 
Upon the wountames highof Irmenye; 
the Tip gan reſt, the Bible can not lye, 
and in that age, called the ſeconde 
lyuage of man. began agapne to abounde. 


@Tencreaſe agapne and to — 
and by diſcent,m bookes pe map ſee 
ſpecifped the Genalogie 

Howe that one Chitis coſyn to Hoe: 

a man that tyme ok great autozitie, 

vnto this Nembꝛoth the ſtoꝛy doeth aſſure 
the father was as by egendzure. 


This nembꝛoth ware mighty, large # long 
excellyng other as of his ſtature, 
ſutquedous, hardy andryght ſtrong, 
And in his time great laboꝛ might endure 


and in his foꝛce ſo much he did aſſure, 


that there was none on water noz on lõde 
Which durſt pzeſume his power to witond 


And his nobleſſe moze to magnikre, 
in woꝛldly wozſhip, by repozte ot his alozye 


he was chtekpince of venette 

Deſpꝛous euer foz to ha victozte: - - 

of beaſtes wylde to be put in memozye, 
and haue a pꝛice amõges theſe champions 
Tigres to daunt. bots and lyons. 


There was no beaſt in woodes fofauage, 5 


that durſt agayne hym make reſiſtence, 
his kurious y2e ſo moꝛtali was and rage 


The carth quoke foꝛ feare of his pꝛeſence: 4 


t yll at laſt in his aduertence 
as a pꝛynte deuoyded of all grace 
againũ god he gan foz to compaſſe. 


De made a maner confuracion, 

this frowarde geant and a conſpſracyc 
tooke His counſell by falſe colluſion 

His might, his power, foꝛ ro magnikie; 
and his eſtate foꝛ togloufye a 
thought he would ok his entent not falle, 
god and the heauen pzoudely to aſlaple. 


That manger god which gouerneth all: 
he thought he would pꝛoudly take on hond 
agayn deluges pt any ſhall fall 

Ok pꝛouidence plainely them withſtonde: 


yhymlelk taſſure, and make a place on londe 


þ ſhould him kepe and been to him defence 
both agayn god and waters violence. 


And ß they might accompliſh their intent 
liche thetr deſpze they didden they; labour 
toke they? counſaple all by one aſſent 

Choſe ntbꝛoth they: duke their gouernour 
them to conuep and done to them ſuccour 
to been their gide, afozne as thei wer war, 
toward a coũtrey which called is Henuar. 


In tompaſſe wyſe round about cloſed, 
with a great floud named Euphzates 
their range foly which thei han purpoſed 
Foz to fulfill thet wer not reckeles 

this to ſein thei put themſelk in pꝛeſſe. 

ſo hygh a towze fo: to ediſie 
which that ſhould ſurmount aboue ð ſkye, 


That thec ſhould greued be no mote, 

with no deluge bzought to deſtruccion 

no: that waters may not greve them ſoze 
(This was the fine of theyz intention: 


and 
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Woche: 


Ind ot 5 towꝛe ⁊ mighty ſlrong dounged. 
Gem God xfloudes hemſeluen to aſſure 
the height and largeſſe, wet ofo mealure. 


Thus of Nembzoth entreaſt gan 8 name. 
and in the peoples reputacion, 

Ol gold and riches he had ſo great a fame 
they called him god in the y opinton: 
Molt exz2ous, molt mightie ofrenoume 
thc wozld al whole vnder his obeyſaunce 
as god and loꝛd he toke the gouetnaunce, 


Under whoſe might the people ga pꝛocede 
(te as a lot heumgq inſpeccion 

Percing the bowls of the earth in deve) 
to make myghty they? koundacion: 

and of falſe gloꝛy and vayn ambition. 

this pꝛoude Me mbꝛoth in his appetite 

to ſeen hem veozke, had full great deltte, 


Bts ioye was and hys in ward gladne s. 
to behold ſo great a companye 

Perlen the earth by ſo great depenes 
io make the ground ſtrong by mal ont pe: 
The wozke — fo: to koꝛtikte 

w many a ſtone huge and latge of weight 
they han it raiſed dp in the ayze on height. 


Ind finally by mediacton. 

of this great woꝛk Aẽbꝛoth wore famous, 
CTakyng in heact great conſolacion, 

that by report He was ſo gloztcus 
Oflogreat mighte,x of pon ſo pompous. 
thathe was ſo myghty ryche andſtrong 
to rapſe atowoye,ſo wide, ſo large ſo long. 


Foꝛ to this day touching the great myght, 
vf this towze which Babell yet men cal: 
men frofulfarre, may han thereof a ſight 
Foz it ſurmount cth other towꝛcs all: 

of which woꝛke thus it is befaſl, 

of ſerpentes and many a great dꝛagon 

It is now called chief habitacion. 


That no man dare ſo farre as they it ſee, 
fo: wicked apꝛe, and fo cor upcion 

bya great ſpace and by a great countree 
I pꝛoche no nere that meruerlous donge d. 
ſo venemous is that manſion 


and ſo hozrible,no man date appzoche 


Fol. b. 
like to a mountaine bilt on a craggytoche. 


Ind as men ſatẽ̃, 5 haue had thetr repatre, 
this towꝛe attemeth bnto the ſtertes clere 
and tranſcendeth the region okthe ayze, 
The ſton, the ſyment. wer made of ſuch 
and p toyning lo ſtedkaſt + entiere (matter, 
thcuah fyꝛe and ; ater both did it aſſayle 
ful litle oꝛ nought their power Choidanaſl, 


It was made ſo miahtie to endure, 

ſo well aſſured by diſpoſicion, 

that in this woꝛld no liuyng creature 

Sawoncuer none like in compariſon; 

whoſe rearing vp was chief occaſion 

and the riches of the maſonry 

where thiow Aẽbꝛoth of p;tde 4 ſurquedy. 
[ 


Dempt proudly as in his auiſe, 

he tranſtenred al other of nobleſſe, 
thought hymſcif moſt miohty a moſt wyſe 
Felow to god as by likelineſſe: 

but god that can al wozldly pꝛyde oppzeſſe, 
and maken pꝛin ces celipſen in theyz gloꝛy 


(uch as truſten thinges tranſitozye.) 


Theſame loꝛd ot his eternall myght 

this towz? which Nembzoth liſt to edyfye 
he wade with thunder x with leuene light 
Therofto fall a full great partie: 

the boyſtuous wyndes x the ragious ſhte, 
and gods po wer on the tother ſyde 

gan thus abate a par cell ot his pꝛyde. 


Ind in diſeente and fallyng of the ſtones 
of the woꝛkmen ful many a ma was dead, 
and oppzeſſed,thetr backe pbꝛoke + bones, 
The maſonry with they; bloude was red: 
pet pꝛoud nfb2oth þ ofthis wozk was hea 
W al theſe lanes his lozdne liſt not know 


foxwhich his pop. was alter bzought ful low 


But tn his errour pꝛotedeth foꝛth of new, 
thought he-would get himſelf a name, 

of melanctoiy gan chaunge loke and hew 
And gan alſo attempten and attame 

(Foz to entteaſe and magnefye his fame) 
anew tox ze to edit agayne 

like as god had ben blynd a n _ 

MM, 


The iy2ſte 


Ye would haue ranght vp to p ſterres ſeue 
baſent ek them that gan him fy2ſt counſatl 
robbed cod and from hym raught Þ heuen 
But tho pꝛeſumeth the lo aboue taſſaple 
it wer no reaſon that he ſhould auayle, 
Pur tes may wel,agatn hym cryt loude 
but his power may cliple with no cloude , 


Foz in the middes of his great empziſes, 
this proud Nembzoth making his maſons 
koꝛ to tompaſſe and caſten their deuiſes, 
Gemetriens in they2 diutſtons: 

but god that hath his inſpetccions 

ſeyng thentente of eucry earthly man, 
as he that is moſt mighty and beſt can 


Iga(a theyz malice make reſiſtence, 

the yꝛ woꝛldly powe t. their dominacion 

of his vnchangeable x moſt magnificencs 
Pe can chaſtice andouerwhelme don: 

the pꝛide of p2inces in cueryregion, 
berample of Aẽbꝛoth anon as ye ſhal here 
whole pomp raught aboue Þ ſterres clere. 


Fo: whan his woꝛkmen ſtode at auantage, 
and moſt wer baſy to his entencion, 

and to fozetyme ſpake all o language 

Ill ſodainly by tranſmatacion: 

there was of tonges made a diniſton, 

that in their wozking , as thei gan abjaxde 
no man wilt what that other (ayd, 


Ind it is likely accozpyng with reaſon, 
ſo as þ chage was made of them liguages 
ſoof thcy: Heartes was made diuiſton 
bothe of their wille at d ofthe courages 
and in deſcending of their wozking ſtages 
ther was ſuch chige of b:oder vnto bzoder 
like ftcangers none kenth thetcntof odrr 


Mine autcur troweth. that this diucrſitye 
was fo: their gilt cauſed be vengeaunce, 
and els god of right and t quitie, 

Diſpoſed hath in his oꝛdinaunce: 

to been among them ſo great a variaunce 
þ thꝛow þ woꝛld the i ould thiſelfdeuide 


and frõ Nembzoth dillcuet and not abide, 


Theygan anon among themſelf dyſdayn 
tactepte this Hembꝛoth foz they; kyng 


yet among them in ſoth there not twepne, 
one of another that hadclere knowpng 

no: of thetr ſpeche þ kenth þ plain mening 
fo: which ð coũtrep of Senner thei fozſone 
and eche ofthem a ſond2y countrep tooke. 


They departed , made no lengar ſpaces, 
kolowyng the foꝛtune of they2 druiſion 

x gan to choſe them new dwellpng places 
In the parties of mariy a region: 

and this Nebꝛoth was p2zypued a put doun. 
and of Babel the mighty famous towne 

he was nolengar called poſſeſſout. 


Fo: agayn the pꝛide of this Aembꝛoth, 
froward foztune gan her tourſe to varye 
and god alſo was in maner wzoth, 

Ok ſurquedy that he was ſo contrary? 
and koꝛ the place was wylde and ſolitarpe, 
of this Sennar furious and ſauage 
Nembzoth gau feble andfal into gret age. 


And pet ſome bokes of him ſpecifye, 
he were froward of his condicion 
and was kyꝛſt grounde of Pdolatrp 
And kynder vp of falſe religion: 
cauſing peoples to haue opinion 
gods to woꝛlhip in paganiſme wiſe 
founder ok rites and of falſe ſateilice. 


Toward perce he choſe his dwelling plate 
which countte p is in the oztent . 

that his tozdſhip ſhold ſtretch a gret ſpace 
He bounded him into the occident 
foz Perce lond haueth his extent, 
towar de the parties of the red ler 
and this lond Perce whoſoliſt toſee 


As bookes old remember and put in mind 
howe that Perce coſtieth enuiton 
ſeptemtrion and the greater pnde. 

And many ancther mighty region 

where Nembzorh fy20 had domenacton 
which extendeth as bokes ſpecify 

out of Mede into Germany, 


But in lowdfhips {as mine autcur fapth) 
without that vertne be theyz true gyde 
in them there is ſuraunce none. noꝛ faith 
thyng ß paſſcth which may no while abyde, 
wherkfoze 


| 
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wherfoze Bochas in deſpite ofpzide 
and rebukyng of all folkes pzoude, 
makeng his coptaint crieth to the ful lcud 


(An exclamatid ot Bothas apen a pꝛoud 
men ſhewyng how god may them « they} 


pꝛide abate when him beſt liſt , by many dy⸗ 
uers meanes and wapes, puniſh x chaſtice 


C The.tif.Chapter. 
ye all pzoude molt tyal in your floures, 
which that moſt truſt,fo2 to rayne long 

d:eſſeth vp your rockes and pour towꝛes 
and ayen god make your ſeluen ſttong. 
and let pour power pzoudely vnderfong 
pour ſelf with pꝛyde. foꝛ to magnifye 
againſt the heauen to holden champartte 


Bildeth poure taſtell rayſeth them bp on 
of Adamantes ſtrong ybaund (heyghr, 
with ſquare ſtones.large ge of weight 
reiſe vp pour wals moſt nuahty a profotid 
x ſhet pour dõgeõs th might: cheiues rofid 
let men of armi s who cuet wake oz ſlepe 

night # day your watch ſo ſtretghtly kepe. 


As god noꝛ man in pour opinions. 
your foꝛtreſſes ne might not aſlaple 
pour caſtel noz poar ſtrong dongeons, 
ſtuffed votth men and plenty of vitayle, 
Lrke toftond euer.andneuer to fayle: 

as god not might, apein your falſe puiſſacg 
whan cuer htm liſt. ot right todo vegeance 


etteth afoztie pour epen that be blynve, 
the monſtruous yung of great Babſon, 

the pꝛide ofATdzoth there was put behind 
mauger his thts towze ſmet doun, 


fo; al the crafe of wozkman o2 maſon, 


auenge his pzide ſent adown from heau? 


— was with a ſodayne leuene 


Foz though your ſtrengthes fo aſſured bet 
that none map thereto attayne, 
Sonne no2 bumbard by no ſubtiltte, 

ot of arblaſt no2 on touche of dondtne 
vet god that is loꝛd and ſoueraine, 

u hich liche deſertes can both ſpil and laue 


may al contounde with an earth quaue, 


' Booke: 


Fol. bi. 


Mine auto? axeth what caſtle oi what tour 
may be ſo ſtrong made in any wyſe 

but that by mene ofſome falſe traptour 
Oz byſome waye that He can deuiſe 

it mavbe loſt oꝛ ſolde foꝛ couetiſe, 

and deltuered foz al the ſtrong bondes 
into the power of enmtes hondes. 


Oz by ſome other ſodeyn auenture, 
taſtels cities, and many a riche towne 

han ben loſt, the: might them not aſſure 
foꝛ to reſet ayenſt fxlſe treaſon: 

ſome ha de loſt cke byrebellion 

and al theſe menes the trouth to begyn 

is but puntſh ug which god ſent koꝛ ſinne. 


God hath a thouſande handes to chaſtyce, 
4 thouſande dartes ofpunicion 
athouſande bowes. made tn vncouth wiſe 
athouſand arblales bent in his dounged 
Oꝛdeined echone fo: taſiigacion: 

but where he fynt mckenes © repentance 
merey is maiſtreſſe of his ozdinance, 


Le that be wiſe eonſwereth how the rote; 
ok vices all. is pzide ye may wellſee 
pulleth him down and put hym vnder fote 
and take your counſayle of humilitte 

and pft ye liſt Conde in ſuretie 

bieldeth in heart foz moze ſtkernes 

a tome of det tues grounded on mekenes 


Whoſe maſonry is ot᷑ no coſtage 

of vertues ground oz ſoueraine 

dlaſtes of winde s and ot wethers rage 
either no tempeſt, haſty ne ſodayne 
ompe noꝛ boaſt though thei do their pain 
vertue mekenes foꝛ to vndermine 
thet be to keble to make her koꝛ tencline, 


Foz where mekenes is grounded berely, 
ous he ſomewhyle fele aduerſitte 

he paſſeth ouer and ſuffereth pactently , 
And vanquiſheth all maner enmitte 
thaſſante alſo and the tonſttatiouſtis 


of tnfoztune and of wozldly trouble 
and ok victozy coquerceth a Palme double 


_ — —— flow 
of wondly miſchiet and perle tucion 
m 4 B. ul. whyle 


The fyꝛſte 


whyle patiente in her vote doth rowe 

though froward waues toſſe her vp # down 
a calme (yall folowof conſolacion (low 
wha ſte rne windes their blaſtes haue layd 
the name of mekencs (hal New + be know 


She map be trdubled but ouercome neuer 
and fo: a tyme ſhe may ſuſkex warre 

But at the ende ſhe vanquiſheth euer: 

on land oꝛ ſec. whether ſhe be niqh oꝛ ferre 
to the hauen of life ſhe was dut lode ſterre 
I take recoꝛd on the humilitee 

of Marp.ſo bleſſed mote ſhe de. 


The rote ok mekenes,floureth vp ſo faire 7, 


whoſe beautie dꝛeadeth no tribulacions 
in ſomer ne winter her kloures not apatre 
And her fruit liſteth in all maner ſeaſons 
ude may aſſayle with his boſtful ſownes, 
ut finally fo: her encreaſe otglozy 
with humbles ſhe winneth the victozy. 


Lernop. 

O Folkes all. that this tragidie rede 

Hath to meke nes among poure aduer⸗ 
of p2oud Nfbzoth alſo takethhede (tence 
How that he fell from his magnilice ante 
onelp fo he by ſturdy violence 
liſt of malice the mighty loꝛd aſſaple, 
but iſuch caſe what might his pude auatle 


Noble pꝛintes which p this woꝛld poſſede, 
pe that de famous of wiſedome a prudence 
and han ſo maupe ſubiectes that you dꝛede 
Ky gouernaunce vnder pour excellence 
t pour power with mekenes ſo diſpence, 
that falſe pude oppꝛeſſe not the poꝛaple 
which to pour nobles ſo much may auaile 


152 ide of Nembzoth did the budell lede 
which him conue ped to great inſolence: 
pꝛide appertaineth nothing to manhede 
Saue in armes to ſhewen his pꝛeſence: 
wherfoze honoꝛ. laude, and reverence, 

be to mekenes that hath the gouernayle 
of al vertues man map moſt auaile, 


How many peres was bet wirt Adam a 
$2embzoth,x betwixt Nebzoth # Cadmus 
#okother kynges, The. uit. chapter. 


12 old poctes W theer ſawes ſwett 
full couertly in their verſes do kayn 
how old Saturne was whylom kyng of 
and ofcuſtome-did his buly payn (Crete 
Ok his g2dhead liſt foꝛ to oꝛdapne, 

that he ſhould as of his nature 

echeone deuoure as by his engendzure, 


In this matter ſhoꝛtiy to ſoioꝛne. 

to bnderſtande of Poetes the pꝛoceſſe: 
they mene platulpß this woꝛde Saturne, 
Doth in it ſelfe nothyng but time erpzeſſe, 
And Philoſophers bete alſo witnes 

þ as in time, fozth cuery thing ts bzoughte 
o time ageynward bꝛingeth all tonought 


Clearkes recoꝛde eke in their wipting 
vnder luppoꝛt as J dare rehcrſe 

how that kyꝛe waſteth euer thyng | 
And pꝛon hard dothe neſhe thinges perte 
if ought abitte þ thet map not tranſuerce, 
yet cometh time and by conttnuaunce 


al conlumeth vtth his ſharpe launce. 


His ſharpe toth of conſumpcion 

in ſtill wiſe doth his buſy cure 

fo: to aàuentiſe in concluſion, 

All thing that is bzought fooꝛth bynature 
dy long abidpng they may them not aſſure 
fo: olde thinges deuoured men may ſee 
fetre out oł mind. as they neuer had de. 


Who can oꝛ map remember in any wyſe 
the gloztous p2owelle cf theſe puntes old 
oz the nobles of Philoſophers viſe 

Oz of Poetes the fein(ng to vnfoldee 
Pꝛoceſſe of yeres (alas) as J pou tolde, 
deuoured hath their fame and their nobles | 
dcrkedtheir renoune by fozyerfulnes, 


Thus of their names is left no memo 
time with his raſour hath done ſo aret fs 
en awapß honoꝛ a the glozy (geaſice 


ot many a noble,ful mighty ot puiſſ aunce: 
that there is left now no remembzaunce, 


of Pꝛinces Poetes noꝛ of Philoſophers, 
foz wha þ death napled the in their coffers 


Came time vpon , and by pꝛoceſſe of peres 
their memoꝛp yath duſked and ther mind 


And 


7 


oe ® 


Booke. 


and ttuolution ofthe heauenlyſpheres 

by okt turning their glozphath left behind 
thus euety thing which ſubiect is to kinde 
is in this life without moe aduaunt age 
waſted in time and pzoceſſe of long age. 


N In the firſt age from Adam to Noe, 
: Puvent liters which lift in bokcs rede 


nde of Foztune no mutabilitee 


i 'No2 of her chaunges toe tho none hede: 
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but from Adam there re ckened be in dede 
vnto Nembzoth by turnyng ofthe heuen 
athouſand xcres ſeuen hundzed x eleuen. 


In which ſpace who that conſidereth well 
there ben no thinges wutten in eſpecꝛal 
digne of memory ne ſpoke of neuer a dell 
which that been notable noz hiſtozial. 
But fro the time Nembzoth had a kal, 
vnto Cadmus the peres to conteine 

they wer a. M. iu. hun dꝛed and fourtene, 


Touching this Cadmus as Bochas liſt tes 
it is tehetſed by Kethoztctons: (dite, 
how one Uexotes in bokes as they waite 
Was made firſt kyng of thegrpccons, 
where Pluloſophers and Nigromancions 
gan firite taboũd , thett renoune tauaunce, 


Nachoz that time hauing the gouernalice, 


Of the Debwes as made is mention. 
after Nembzoth by true rehearſayle 

thꝛe hundzed pete by computacion, 

Foure ſcoze . xii which time it is no fayle. 
that uexotes gan to warte ⁊ cke to battaul 
of volunte ayeinſt Nraunge nacions 

and to conquere cities. boꝛowes. ⁊ townes, 


By koꝛce onely without title of ryght, 

he wan all Egipe to encreaſe of his name 
but foz all that who liſt to haue alyght: 
There is uow left no repozt of his fame 
Saue Bochas wit te howe he firſt did at⸗ 
his myghty conqueſt of intention (taine 
that the glozy and the highrenoune 


Iſcriued wer onto his wozthines, . 
and the reſidue and ſurpluſage 


ol gold of treaſour.of good and of tycheſſe, 


Turne ſhould to common auauntage, 


Fol. bil. 


of all his people that eucry maner age, 
repozte might. it was to hym moꝛe nete 
aboue ſinglacitic his cammon to pzeferre, 


Eke Canais of Scithiec fyꝛſt kyng 
whan Saruth was Duke and ſcucraine 
ouer the Jewes by tecoꝛde of wzityng 
Two hundzed yere.lx.and eke rwayne 
Akter Nembzoth this Tanais gan oꝛdain 
a mighty power,and a ſtrong battayle 
them of Scithie pzoudly to aſſaple, 


Conquering fro thence vnto the yle 
Called ont us in ful cruel wyſe, 

x though his loꝛdihtp laſt not but a whyle 
Ill that he wan it was fo2 couctiſe: 

and as Bochas doth of this folke deuyſe 
pꝛoceſſe of petes fo2 al their gret puiſſaũce 
hath put their names out of temembzaũce 


302oaſtres ek? fo: al his great might 

of Bactrians kyng and poſſeſſour 

lozd of Thiace , anda ful manly knight 
Ok all his dede s andof his great labouc 
ok his conqueſt noꝛ of his great honaut 

is nothyng leftof waiting vs tofome, - 
ſaucþ he lough, the houre þ he was bozne 


He began full ſone fo2 to be merye 

with ſodeyn laughter at his natiuitce 

and wozthy Ninus p was kyng of 3\ſyzre 
Expouned his laughter to great felicit pe 
the which Ninus waͤ many a ſtrãge toũtry 
and day by day his power gan encreaſe 
Foz which he wold ok his coqueſt not ceaſe 


Fo: this is the maner of theſe cõquerours 
whan thet haue had in armes o victozpe, 
thet do their might. their pain theirlaboꝛs 
with new empules to be put in memoꝛy 
fo; their coꝛage s ſuppuſed with vain gloꝛy 
can not be ſtyll content in their eſtate 

till their Paradie.ſCap to them checkemate. 


Foꝛtune of armes in bokes pe may rede 
Wa falſe laughter on folkes thoughe ſhe 
ſhe froward euer oꝛ thei tã take hede (ſmile 
of her nature will faiſcly them beg(le 
Conqueſt by warre laſteth but a whyle 


Foz 


fo: who by death doth ſturdy violence, 
god wil by deth his vengeaunte recopente 


This wotthyNinus gan mightlyp2evadle 
ayenſt 30, aftres of whom J ſpake tofozne, 
koꝛ he with him fought laſt in battayle 

In which Atnus hath hym ſo wel ybozne, 
that 30zaſtres hath the fyeld plozne 

and he was autonras bokeslpecifye 

of falſe magike and ot nigromaney. 


He fond the nature ofeuery element, 
their kyndly woꝛzyng a theyꝛ mutacions 
the courſe of ſterres andof the fyzmamente 
hep? (nfluences,they2 diſpoſicions 

they: aſpectes, and they; contunctions 
wꝛote in pillers deuiſed of metall 

the ſeuen ſciences called liberal. 


— pill —.— —— _ — 
ich wer vp let, long large, and 

He gan cke write them and to bndertake 
To make them ſure as foꝛ they: refuge 
that they ſhould by floud noz ns deluge 
diſtate d ben as of they ſc.ipture 

But in theyz grauyng perpetually endute 


L ut though 30zaNres this crafte fte out 
ful lite 02 nought te might to hi auatl: (td 
& though he wer a good knight of his hond 
He was of Ninusſlaynetn battayle 
loſthis realme and ryaſt apparaple 

and N nus dyed wit hin a litle chow 
but in vohat wile the ſtozy is not know. 


Cke Moydes kyng of Sodome, 
finde of hym no memozy by wayting, 
— 8 a —— —— — ſce 
e a his people wer free in ruyng: 
but he that was of Aſlirteus kyng 
tihʒouah falſe foꝛt une that ci io oftT bar 
to Babil one made them ttibutarp. 


Me haue eke ſeen and read alſo. 
the vengeaunces and the peſtilence 
done in Egipt to kyng Pharao 
Foz that he made a maner reſiſtences 
aye uſt god of wilful negligence 
therkoꝛe his people vpon a day and he: 
wer dꝛeint eche one amid the red ſee. 


The kpꝛſte 


The people of god led by Moyſes, 
without trouble of any maner waue 
went eche one fafe in quiet and in peace 
And Pharao as he gan after dꝛaw 

them to purſue dy a full moꝛtall law 

in his purſuit łt oward and atteint, 


among the waues with his hoſt wer dꝛeint 


In Etody been the mencions, 

certouſly put in remembzaunce 

the. xii.plages and perſecucions, 

min Eg wt done by full great vengeaunce, 
and of their treaſure a theyꝛ gret ſubſtance 
tvey wer dilpotled by Debzucs it is told, 

of their veſſels, of ſluer and of gold. 


And out of Egtpt ful great treaſoꝛ theilad 
ſuch as they t might moſt the auail 
and Pharao J fynde that he had 

Two hundzed chares enarmed fo: batadle 
them to purſue and pzoudly taſſaple, / 
| fifty thouſ4d in who there was no lacks 
of men okarmes folowyng on hozle backe 


Two.C.thouſand of footemen him about 
an>of Egipt al his cheualtie: 

and Pharao with al this great route 

Gan Jſrael purſuen ot enuy: 

butfoz his pzide and falſe furquedy, 

he and his people wer dzouned euerichone 
of al his noumber there was left not one. 


gs froward hert ayenſt god indurate, 
[plied of malice and obſltnacte 
and in his purpoſe pꝛoude and obſttnate 
Che ſe foule vites oꝛ he could them eſpyet 
from his glozyand his regally (crouned 
he was caſt down though he tofoze was 
Amid the ſe, among his people dꝛouned. 
¶ Ot Oggiqus king of Thebes. 

«4 Nother punce called 

king ol Thebes as bokes determine 
and founder was thus Bochas telleth vs, 
ok o citte called Eleuſin 
which ſtont i Gzeee whole power to decline 
there kyll a floud in that regioun 
which ouerflowed full many a ryall towne, 


And in Achala it dyd moſt dammage 
time of Jacob the patriarke notable 
and 


f 


: 
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and this deluge with his waues rage 
ſlew loꝛdes many and pꝛmtes honouradie 
Fo2 dame foztune is ſo detemable, 

that che ſomen hile whan ſhe liſt dyſdayne 
can fol ke aſſapte with a floude ſodaxne, 


This floud alſo where it dyd aſſayle, 
roaſted teꝛnes bothe crop and toote 
cauſed alſo ſcat titte ot᷑ vitayle, 

That many a man felt full voſote: 

the pooꝛe not wilt where to fynde bote 

fo: the pꝛ pꝛintes ſuppꝛiſed wer with dzede 
though lacke of vitacle in t hat great nede, 


Ot a great floude mn Theſſalye, - 


A Hotdet floude there was in The ſfaly 


in the time when kyng Amp hion 
hel de the Stepecr andthe tegnally 
Upon The bes the miahtyſtrongtowne 
beſide the kyngdomes Ozchomene x Htls 
theſame tyme this klaud fpll dotbtles 
wan goddes people was ied by Moyſes. 


With this fleud this lad had ben deuoured 
of Theſſaly and all that region 3279 
but on Pernaſs the peoples was ſuecoured 
And on the rockes that ſtdde enutron: 
fcund theyꝛ refute.to theyzlaluacton 
and grrat ſuecc ur tylthe fioude tage 


gan diſcencreſen,u itydꝛawt᷑ and alſwage. 


In olde ſloꝛie s alſo ye map ſee, 
vhan Cieraps had fpꝛſt poſſeſſion 
ol Athene s the mightye ſtrong citie 
In heate there fell in that region: 
bymkiuence that diſcendeth downe 


from all the dodtes aboue celeſtial 


q which likely was fox to denouren al, 


And this heate er gende v fyzſt ok the fling 


in diuers tountreis voth in length + bzede 
tath his courſe ſo miqhtuybegon 


C hat manp folkes fell in great diede 
; rivers,wciles,who that I'ſt take he de 
conſumed wer and dzyed vp eche one 


* the heate called the enbꝛal yng ol Phe ton. 


Atgiue, (lap ne by hes bꝛother Diff 


Ok good!p Flts wike to Ipis kyng of 
eus. 
Che. v. Chapter. | 


Fol. piii. 


VE baue eke raden ſloꝛies here eofojne * 
how thatFlis to Egipt toke her fiigt 


out of Spzece the true doughter boꝛne 


Of Pꝛomotheus a ful manlpknyghr; 
Alid this Iſis in euety mans {pght” © 


ſo fteſhe ſo good{y, wedded by her ltue 
to woꝛttyy Ipts that was kyng of Irgorie, 


The v hich Iſis exrellyng of beautie 
after tyme her father was ygraue 

ſhe was yput foꝛ moe ſuertye 

with her vacte that ſhould kepe and laue 
this faydmayde p no man ſhould her haut 
and her vncle in Ourd ye mapſee 

like as he wzote, was called Epimethe. 


and nouryng bp in her tender age, 


this ſapd Iſis ſo pleſaunt was and mete, 


of ſemelines,of looke and of viſage 

that Japtter the mighty kyngof Crete 
was enamoured with her ſoꝛ to mete: 
and ſhe excited ol feminitte 

tencliued her heart vnto his dete. 


And fo: (the "was of her entent ſo clene, 
obeying him in moſt lowly wyſe 


of Irqiuots he made her to be quent 
Be cauſe that ſhe was ſmſt th conetile; 
; gpenſt Argus a warre ſhe 


n deutſe 
and foz he was vnweldy ok his age, 
her to withitavhe fonde none auantage. 


Bat yet foztane gan vponher frowne, 
and kyng Argus though his ſubteltie 


uith his countei1 ſo pʒudently gan ronme 


That ſhe was take dy full great crueltye, 

gad her ſouldcours wer eke made to five, 
and by Atgus there gapned no raunſome 
che fetteredwas and půt n ſtrong pꝛiſon. 


But her ſonne the god Mertur tus, 

right freſh,ryght luſty and ful ot har dineg 
and ot᷑ his heart ini coʒagious. 

Iyenſt Itqus gan his power dzeſſe: 

and ſo enttetiy byd his buſines, 

that he was ſlapne in concluſion | 

and Iſis afccr deliuered ſro pꝛiſon. 


Ok her ſleightes after ward not faint, 
le toke a (hip and into Egipt went, 


In 


The fy:lte 


ta which ſhſpye there was a tow depeint. 
And erture whom Jupiter eke ſent 
is gen with her bothe of one intent, 
to matze a martage after anon right. 


twene her a Apts a pꝛice ot ful gt et might 


Sihe was right wife aboue other creaturs 
ſcerete cf cunnyrg, wel expeit in ſcpente. 
He taught fy:ſt letters aud figures 
Teeiwctens bp plain experience: 

gaue them cunnyng and intelligente, 

to tyll their londe taught they labourers 
To ſow they: graine,X multiply by yeres, 


Ar din Egipt her kame and her renaune, 
— dap by day war? and her woꝛthynelle, 
olde of cunuyng and reputacion 
(Byſignes ſhewed)nct onelpa pzinces, 
but (he was hold among them a Goddeſſe 
ard with woꝛſhips whirh that wer dyuine 
Aud (acryfices to her they dyd enclyne. 


But to declare playnely at a wozde, 
ame al! her great pzoſperitie 
v:pghtey Apts her houſeband and her lozb 
unte of Egtpt and Duke of that colitre 
onne of Jupterandof tobe 
(Which Nrabe bylignage viſcendrng) 
Che voughter was of Phoꝛzoneus p kyng: 


Aud Phozoneus fxzſt the lawes fond. 
to which al Grete ſtande vnder obeiſante 
and the ſlatutes ot that miqhtte lond 
Ver eſtabliched by his ozdinance) 

but fa to wꝛite the vnhappy chaunce 

of kyng Apis (as it is rcemembꝛed) 

He ſlayne u as and pitouſly dyſmembzed 


Byhis bꝛother called Tiffeus, 

fome what fo: hatred but moꝛe foz touetiſe 
fo: Tiſteus was inlye deſyzous 

Co retoyce in full moztal! wyſe 

the mightie k:ngd6(as ye han herd deutſe) 
of Argiuots,to haue poſſeſſion 
Pzckerredby murther and falſe ſucceſſtd, 


And whan$ Jlts fonde her Loe ſo ded, 
(ofentent that he wer magnifxed) 

kyꝛſt of wiſedom ſhe gan taken hede, 
D:vayned a meane that he wer deik ed. 


byah among goddes to be iellifper, 
in Egidt temples made him to be ſtalled, 
And Sttapis god atter he was called. 


Ok Gꝛiltton that his members eat fo 
hunger. The. vi. Chapter. 


What ſhall J unite of the caſe hozryble | 


of Gꝛtlitõ, with hunger ſo conſtreined 
That his lyfe was to hymſelfe odible 
inTheſſalye with (ndfgence ppepned; 
and pittouſly his fame was diſtepned. 
whan he ſolde his dovghter in ſeruage. 
Liriope , whiche was but pounge of age 


Bexchaunge of gold to puruey him vitaile 


ol very nede he was ſo woe begon: 

he had nothyngþ might his thirſte auayle. 
no2 ſtãche his hiiger  gaawing on abone 
wohe rloze he eate his members one byone 
A Punce alas, was tt not pitre 


ta lten hym dyt inſuch aduerſttie: 


We han eke read full many day to ſoze 
the great banichyng. and pzoſtrepcion, 


af I $ how kyng Gelanoz 
. put from his regton, 


andhis liegts of mndxgnacion 


in his place they ſet one Danaus 


Sunne andeiehetre vnto the god Belus 


(The peoxle of malice did him fo feomber, 
tencceaſe his ſoz0we.and his aduerſttye 2) 
and fyftie deughtren he had alſo m nſiber. 
And Egiſtus his bother ede parvie, 
hadfittie ſonnes the ſtop pe may fee? 
atwene the whiche by ſurette ol honde 

in marriage there was made a bonde. 


Under whech compaſſed was treaſon, 
cout ctly though they dpd it hyde, 

but ik pe liite han clere inſpeccion 

Of this ſtoꝛy vpon euery ſyde. | 
redeth the Legedes of martirs of Cupide. 
which that Chaucer in ozder as the y ſtode 
Compiled ot women that wer called good. 


Touc hyng the ſtozyof kyng Pandion, 


and of his goodly fapze doughtcen twe inc. 
how Thercus falſe of conviction 


hymn 


— aa 


; 


| 


Ll * 


5 
} 


on 


N 


; 


— mt a 
LY 


1 „ü 


; 
| 


them to dere tue dyd his bafy-paymme: 


„ Et - eco ante 


» — „( ally 
— 
a ky 


Theiborh namedol beautte ſoueraine 
goodly ,p20gne,and yongPhtlqmene 


* bothinnocentes.andof entent ful cleane, 


Cheit piteous fate, in open to expꝛeſte, 

it wer to me but a pzeſumpcion, 

ſith that Chaucer dyd his buſines 
In his legende as made is mencton: 

il eir martirdom and their paſſion, 

fo: to rehearſen them did his buſy paine 
as chie e Poete, called of Baittain, 


Ok good women a bocke he dyd wꝛite, 
the noumber complete fully of ninetene 


and there the ſtoʒy he plainely did endite 


ok Therence, of pꝛoqne and of Philomene, 


where ye may leen the legẽd thus J mene 
doth the wozſhip # foꝛth their lite dothſhew 


- foz aclere mirrour beeaule thers be ſo few, 


{il paſſe ouer and ſpeake of thẽ no moze 
and vnto Cadmus foꝛth my ſtyle dꝛeſſe, 
yet in my wꝛiting it greueth me ſoꝛe 
touchyng of women of katth oꝛ ſtablenelle. 
bleed be god J find none exceſſes 

and fo: there be ſo few. as thinketh me.) 
the good ſhould be had in moze deyntye, 


Pist — witn 
stragcdie beareth to pou witnes 
Thow Satucnus by diſpolicien, 
Maltciouſlyof his frowardues, 


: cauſeth in Juno futlgreat infeccion 


ſhe of nature conuepeth the venom downe 
the ayꝛe infect which no man may ſuccour 
cometh death anon a al thing doth deuour 


Time frd Adi mine autdur dotherpzcſſe, 
Down to Nembzoth by ſucceſſion, 

Vis tile conueyedby great auiſenes 

from zoꝛaſtres to king Pharaon: 

of to deluges he maketh mencion 


in Thellaly the vengeaunce gan labour 


andinAchaia Thebes to deuoure, 


| Pe han of heates heard the greate exceſſe 


bk p2inces,p:inceſſes,ful great deſtruccion 


| of Egiſtus the great wietchednes, 


The fury of Therens the woe of Pandion 


Wooke 5 | 


Fl. ix. 
ek the two ſiſtern the confuſtſon 
and how they; fate gan vpon them lo e 
the pz kelicitie buwarely to deugur, 


untes pꝛiceſſes your epẽ doth by dzeſſe 
* mrane the eyen of your diſcrecion 
ſeeth or this woꝛld p change p doublene Te 
The great vnſurenes, the bariacion - - 
and aduertiſeth foꝛ all your hye renoune 
fo:tunes dues whi thei moſt ſuetely (haur- 
than ts ſhe falſeſt, your glozy to deuout. 


How Jupiter rauiſhed Earop3.x ho we 
Cadmus was ſent to ſeke het in diuers res 


gions. 

'T He rehearſallof many an olde Poete, 
By diſtent the line conue ed do one 
next Saturnus the mighty king ot Crete 

Joue was crowned by ſucteſſion 

as next heyze by pꝛocreacion, 

after his father the land to enherte, 
reygned in Crete as Poets liſt to vyorite, 


Sonne of thelinage.as J told pou befo2ry 


ofthe goddes moſt ſouerapne andentere 


pet though he was of bloud ſo high pbomne, 
He choſe Europa fo to been his fere: 

and down deſcended kr his heauẽ ly ſpere 
as he that was foz al his deitie 


Suppuled in hert with het great beauties, 


And ſhe was doughter to the mightte king 
called A genoꝛ by lineal diſcent * 
whoſe mighty kingdom # ryal katre dwel⸗ 
was tn Phentice.toward p Ozient (ling 
and to Arrabyhts lande was adiacent 

fo: tobe South as pe may rede and lee 
Towards the parties ok the red (ee, 


But Jupiter whan he did adue tt, 

of Europa the great ſemelines 

Him thought he was woũded thzow p hert 
vnto the death. beholdyng her fayzenes 
and foz his conſtceint, # his moztal diſtres 
ſeing ſhe was ſo fayze koͤũden in his ſight 
De rautſhed her,of very fozce and might, 


But Agenoz.her owne father dere, 


gan ou this caſe full piteouſly complayne, 
whan 


Whan ſhe alas, moſt goodly and entere 
was hym beraft,which doubled al his pain: 
recure was none though he did plaine, 
tyli he remembzing in his regally, 
thought he would enden to eſpye 


His ſonne Cadmus het to reeure againe, 
fo: toſearche her in many region, 

whetſo his laboꝛ wer fructuous oꝛ in batne 
his father ſet hym a kel condicion: 

not to returne by none occaſion, 

(Ind thereupon,made hym to be bounde) 
tyll þ he had the kynges doughter kounde. 


De toke his ſhippes by great aduiſenes. 
and gan to ſayle by manya ſtraunge ſee, 
Did his labour and his buſines, 

with many a woꝛthy ß wer with him pꝛiuce, 
But whan that he ot reaſon dyd ſee, 

thete was no mene foꝛ which that he was 
fo: tatcompliſh Þ fine ot his entent. (ſent 


with glad hett deuoide of all grutchyng, 
ſe ng the caſe frowarde and contrary, 
Humble of his chere tote his cxylyng, 
and of manhoode liſt not hym ſelt diſ pape 
Vut with his menye knightly gan repatre 
toward Grete, and pꝛoudlip there to land, 
ot Apollo foʒ to vnderſtonde 


To what partte that he might dꝛaw 

he pꝛayed the God to wiſhen hym oz rede, 
ſome token ſhew oꝛ ſome maner lawe 
Uno what Ile that he myght hym ſpede, 
02 that he would gractouſſy hym lede 
WUhheras he might bilden a citte 


that wer acco;ding koz him # his meinpe. 


And to Fpollo he dyd ſacrifpce 

and made to hym his oblacton 

The god requyzyng goodly to deutſe, 
fouhatlondoz to what region 

Foz his dwellyng and habitacion, 
he ſhoulddzaw without moze obſtacle 
Foz hym and his, to make his habitacle, 


And Cadmus thus tofoꝛne Ippollo ſtoode 
kneling among with ful great reuerence, 
And in the Temple of Delphos ſtil abode 
with humble attendice a deuaut diligſce, 


The fy:lte 


- mekelp 


abiding by woꝛde oꝛ ſome ſentence 
that Appollo to him would vncloſe d 
to what partte he ſhould hymſelke dyſpole, : 


| 8 | 
This was his anſwer in concluſion, 

as the ſtatue to hym dyd expzeſſe , 

to gon and ſearche countrepes enuiron 
and tyll He fond done his buſmes, 
abulle that wer cxtelling of fapzenes, 
Which by pzecept of Appol los law 

had neuer afozne in no poke ydzaw, 


And where that euer ſekyng that he fonde | 
a bulle ſtand ſtyl in his paſture, i 
Appollo bad bpon the ſame londe 
wheras he ſawe this ſyght ef auenture, 
(That he ſhould done his buſy cure 

td build a citie he and his folkes all, 
and Boetia aftet the bulle it cal. 


And when ß Cadmus p pꝛecept vnderſtode | 
and in feat thing dyd his buſines, f 
He fond a place where as a bulle ſtode 
kedyng hymſelk. which as by likelines, 
Mas a plate pleaſant of larges. 

wheras he ſtynt and gan a titie tayſe, 
which that poets, greatly cõmend a pꝛaiſe 


Andß his buildyng might the moꝛe auaile, 
all tho fozeyns that dyd about hym dwell, 
Full ne - — by _ and by battaile 
out o tount rep he did expell: 

Reyſyng a citie which that oe? ; 
and (as Ouidrecozdeth eke theſame.) 
vnto this day of Thebes beareth Þ name. 


And he was not onely gloꝛified, 

fo2 rearyng vp of this great citie, 

but he was alſo greatly magnit᷑ ped 
Foz his manhoode and magnantmitte: 
and moſt commended yk pe lyſt to lee 
fo: the ſurmounting famous excellence | 
which that he had in wiſedom and ſcience, 


Foz as myne autour liſt ofhym endite, 
though his noble prudent puruetaunce 
He taught figures and letters fozto waite. 
and made lawes of full great oꝛdinaunce 
Among the Gzekes.and ſet goucrnaunce 
they; vicious lyfe by vertue to _— 
And 
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Fol. x. 


And voho outraled was puniſhed W ß pain, Hes doughter Semei(cecozdof min auto2) 


And of entent tencreaſe his lynage, 

and his cit ye alſo to multpply, 

He toke a wife that was but yong of age, 
and (he was called(as bokesſpectfie) 
Permtone,and touching her alye, 

Though that ſhe were bozne ofreall blood, 


ſhe was alſo both inly kapꝛe, and good. 


Ind this was don(as wꝛiteth mine auctoz) 
after the death of woꝛthye Joſue 
Othontell beyng his ſucceſſour ; 
Hauing the le ding and the ſouerayntie 
Of Iſxael, whan Thebes the Citye 

was founded firſt in the day2s olde 

By king Cadmus tofozne as J you tolde, 


Foure doughtern he had by his lme, 

full fapze echone, and pon to ſe: 
And their names to reherce blyue 

Semell was eldeſt, and next Inthonoſe, 
The third in 02dzxe was called Jnoy, 

and Agaue was yongeſt of them al, 

Of the which dꝛughters thus it is befall, 


They were echone of poꝛt and of manere, 
full well fauoured in euerymannes ſi zyt. 
Right vwomanly,and heut ly of thee: chere: 
and fo2 thetr beautie their fadec anon tight 
(As it was ſitting) w all his full might 

like their eſtate s, their birth à eke they? age 
Made the be wedded # ioyned in matiage. 


Co woꝛthie pzinces his linage to auaunce: 
and they encreaſedbypzocreacion, 
Wherof the king had fulgreat pleaſaunce 
and great teiopſing in his opinion, 
Co ſeene his line dy generacion 
with his neuewes and couſins of alye 


Fro dap to dap ſo wexe and multi pe. 


And thts increaſed hys felicitte, 
whan he conſidered verily in dede 
Che richbufiding of his rial citte, 
os — "we —— Jon 
ogreat ticheſſe, 8 as 
Togreat nobles hautng a 
In his citie of moſt magnificence, 


Though ſhe diſcended were of Þ blode tial 
To Jupiter ſhe was paramour. 7 
And by his power aboue celeſttall, 

She con ceiued in eſpectall, 

As Poetes ok her lyſt to endite 

Hym̃ that is god ot grapes ted and white 


Called Bachus,whych hath p gouernaũce 
of wines al, and the regaly, 3 
Wherofafter was take ful great vẽgaũce: 
Foz whan Juno did fitſt eſ pie, 

of Jupiter the great auoutrie, 

of — hatred and enupous deſire 

She made Semele be bꝛete td ſodein kpꝛe. 


By diſcen ofa ſodem leuene (bjent, 
where thzough her palates was into aſhes 
The vnwatre ſtroke came doun from heauẽ 
and on Semele p bengeatice is down vet. 
Indoz the flame conſumed was and ſent 
There was of her left no rememb2aunce, 

but ot her ende the woful moztal chauncez 


Eke Acteon ſonne to Autonoe 

to great miſchiefe and infoztune bone, 
whoſe father was called Ariſtee 

come of the kinred r tolde tokoꝛme 
With cruel hoũde (alas) he was to tozne, 
koꝛ that he ſawe(as bokes ofhym tell) 
Diane naked dathe her in a well. 


Ind(as 9 7 at the 
one — — 
—— — — 
yongelt ſpſter called Agauet 
Doughter to Cadmus/alas it was pytee) 
Ayenſt Pentheus Her ovone ſonne dere 


She wexe lo wode and moztall ot her chert 


M him in kul cruel wiſe 

in her rage (he was lofurious, 

Foꝛ he lough at the ſacrifice 

in Thebes done by women to Bachus, 
The which ſonne was called Pentheus, 
whome that ſhe ſlewe w a ful (Harpe darte 
In her wodnelle as ſhe him found apart, 


Theſe great miſcheues fellt᷑ in the line (ce 


Ol king Cadm⸗ 0 bis vnhapy chaũ 


Foztune 


The firſt 


Foꝛtune his nobleſſe gan to vndermine 
and thought the would his glozy diſauaũce 
Al wonldly gladnes is medled with greuatice 
Experience in Cadmus ye map le 

So impoꝛtable was his aduerlite, 


Foz while he ſate moſt higheſt in his gloꝛpe 
No part clipſed of his pzoſperitte, 

Vis bꝛioht renowne and his roial memoꝛp 
In realmt s ſpzedde and many karre cũt ry 
And he moſt wealt full in his kingly ſee 
late w his linage moſt high in his nobleſTe 
Thi came fo: tune the falſe enchauntreſſe 


Of wil tulnes and konde occaſion 


apenſt this Cadmus, æ made his renoũ dul. 


And uk his kinred by falſe colluſton 

She gan au ap the bꝛighteſt kethers pull. 
And vohan his ſhinig was waxt vp to p ful 
after the chaunge of foztuncs lawe 
His glowwe gan dilcreten and ly ' 


It was moze ereuous to his dignitte 

8 ſodayn fall fcom his hiqh noble ſſe, 

Than if that he neuer hady be, 
Set in the Cate ok ſo great wozthinellc, 
Fo? the furious moꝛtall heauineſſe 

Ok his kinred withoute anymoze 
Would haue greued a pooze man full ſoze 


Ind amonge his loꝛowes tuerychone 
(Ns teherct vlainly as it was) 


dare aferme howe that there was one 


Moſt hoꝛrible, and dꝛedefull in ſuch caas: 
Joꝛ Cadmus ſonne called Athamas 

his ſon ue in la we, thꝛouqh fatſe melancoly 
Fell ſodeinip into a fceneſp. 


Df whom the wife was called JFnoee, 
Cadms doughter,as pe hi hearde expꝛeſſe: 
Which though Þ coſtretnt of his tnfirmite 
In his rage and furious wodneſſe 


Thought that his wife was a lioneſſe, 


And in his wild imaginations | 
That his two childzen were alſo two lions. 


And dyon them full loude he gan to crye, 
towarde h's wife, in haſt he ran anone 
And from her armes there was no remedy 


the childe he rent. and on a craggy ſtone 


He gi to bꝛuiſe it, and bꝛeake it euer bone 
the which childe.Bochas wziteth thus 
Fultendze and pong was called Learchus. 


And of this wokull ſodayne auenture, 
Ok his rage whan that ſhe toke hede, 
As moſt ſozowfullof any creature 

Der other childe ſhe hent anon koꝛ dꝛede, 
(Foz of ſuctour ſhe knewe es ogy 
ſo as ſhe might gan haſt out of his ſight. 
But welawap as lhe toke her to flig 


rhuſbandcame after purſuing 

(ke a wode Lion in his cruelte, 
Downe kr a mountaine which was dept: 
ſhe and hir childe fell into the ſea (dug 
Was it not rueth,was it not pitie, (ned. 
a kinges doughter her loꝛd i thebꝛs crow: 
He to be wood. a (he fo teare ſo dꝛowned: 


Lo here the fine of Cadmus euery deale, 
His childꝛen apne and his alltes all, 


And he him ſelfe from fortunes whele 
vwhan he leaſt wende full ſodenly is fall. 


fo 


littel ſugre tempzed with muchgall; 
among all his moztall peynes, 
His liege men ol Thebes citezeynes 


Made ayenſt him a conſpiracion, 

Penman cc 
ons rs to diftrucs 

and tothencreaſing of his deadly woo 

He and his wife compelled both two 

koꝛ very pouert and very (nd6gence, | 

In their laſt age to purchace thezr diſpfce., 


Thus of Cadmus the ſozowes to diſcriue,, F 
and his miſchieke to put in remembzadice, | 
He baniſhed was by hys liue, 
firſt by his fathers cruel oꝛdinaunce 

Of his ſuſter to makẽ enquitaunce: 
and alther laſt (n his bnweldp age 

He was compelled to holden his paTage - 


Out of Thedes his wife and he alone 
inſozovoe and weping taccdpliſhe vp their 
In to Ill ay together they be gone (dates 
theit pacience put at fell aTayes, 
Mhoſe bitterneſſe felt none alates. N 
Ede of their ende and vnhappie fate | 
Neither | 


'F the ſode m chaũge therot no ma map knowe 


Booke. 


Nether of theit deth Jfind none other date 


Saue that Ouſde maketh mencton, 

and John Bochas the poet excellent 

Sate that two bꝛethe rne, zeto and Imphid 
Oute of Thebes both by one aſſent 

Hauc this Cadmus into exile ſent: 

dis wilt alſo after their high noble ſſe 

To ende their life in ſoꝛow 4 wꝛetchedneſſe 


But the goddes of metey a pytie (doun 
whan they them ſave by foztune ſo caſt 
From thetr eſtates into pouertie - 
Hauing ot them full great compaſſton, 
They made anon a tranſfoꝛmacion 

of both t warne, them peuing the lykeneſſe 
Otlerpentes, to line in wulderneſſe. 


¶ Lennoye. 

What eſtate may him ſelfe aſſure 

Foz to tõſe tue hys life in ſickerneſſet 
hat wozloly tope may here long endure? 
oz where (hail men find nowe ſtableneſCe, 
Sith kings punces fro their high nobleſſe 
* Keco2dof Cadmus ben ſodfly brought low 
And krõ the whele of foztune ouerthꝛowe. 


ho map ſuſtapne the piteous auenture 

: of this ttagedie by witing to expꝛeſſe: 

It is not like vnto the chauntepleure 

Sinning with toy, ending in wetchedneſſe 
Al wozldlp bliſſe is meint with bit terneſſe, 


Ja who lutte higheſt is ſoneſt ouerthzow, 
us in this wozld pet neuer treaturt 


But Foztune could reciaime the to her luxe 
| thẽ enpouetiſhe thꝛough her frowardnes: 
W her koꝛe ye loꝛdes fo2 al your arcat riches 
de ware afoze oꝝ pe daunce in the rowe 

bl ſuch as foztune bath fco her whele tom 


¶Qpoeeſſe of Oetes king ofColchos,Ja: 

«*  Con;Wedee, Theſeus, Scills, 

Alus. and other moe. 

The. vin. chap. a — 

Wan John Bochas was moſt diligent 
To conlidze the ſucceſſtous 

Of iages,withal his whole entent 


| 


Sys tobe her motder sid him cruelly 


Fol. xi. 
In his wirtteng and deſcripetons 

to compile the generactons, 

of many nobles. famous of eſtate 

I meane of ſuch as were inkoztunate. 


In his ſearching he found not a fete, 
that wert vnhappie found in their ltuing 
Co his pꝛeſence anon there gan th? ſhe we, 
a multitude ful piteouſly wepinge. 
Amongeſt which ful dolefullye playning 
came firſt Oetes * hath his plaint begine 
King of Colchae and ſonne vnto the ſtine, 


Fo: of Phebus wh ich is ſo b2ight and clers 
Poetes wzite that he was ſonne and hetre 
Bet aule he was lo might of power, 

ſo freſhe, ſo luſty,ſo manly and ſo fapꝛe, 
But of foztune he fill in great deſpayze, 
curſing bis fate and his deſtenpe, 

han Jaſon firſt entred his countrte 


By Pelias ſentfrom Theſſalpe. 

therfoze taccompliſhe by diligent laboure, 
The great empaiſes thtough his chiualr yt 
if god and koꝛtune liſt do to him fauour, 

c hat he might winne the treaſoure. 

this is to meane that he were ſo bolde 
Che ram taſſayl which bare p fleeſe of gold 


This ſated Jaſon thꝛouah coũſaile of Me⸗ 
by ſo2cerye and ineantacian (des 
(The bulle ſlough ho:rible toꝛ to ſee 

and vanquiſhed the v2nimous d2zagon, 
The king diſpoyled of his poſſe ſſton 
accomplithed with charactes and figures, 


Ok Colchas the dzeadefull auentures. 
\ F rekmvppuncesfo2 all th eit high nobleſſe 1 


Ind akterwarde when he hys purpoſe had, 
He lekte Oetes in full great dilpeite, 

And Medea fozth with him he ladde, 

and Her bzother which was p kinges hetre, 
But as I finde howe in his repeere, 
Out of Colchos when they gan remewe, 


Kyng Octes after them gan (ue, 


| Upon Jafon auenged fo: to be, 


without tarying he folowed hun proudly, 
The which thing whan Jaſon dyd ſee, 
this Meda gan ſhape 3 tcemed ye. 


And 
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The firſt 


Andhym dfmCb2ed as bookes make minde 
andpccemeale in a feelde behind, 


She gan htm caſt al beſoꝛent wich blode 
whe rok his father when he had a ſight 

full pale otchete ſtil in the field he mode, 
while ſhe and Jaſon toke them Þnto flight 
J trowe that tyme the molt wofall wight, 
that was on lyue when he did knowe 


His child dilmembzed and abzode pſowe. 


Which cauſe was (alas and welawaye) 
that he ſo ſtint as man diſconſolate, 
While that Jaſon fro Colchos went away 
and Medea moſt inioztunate (bate 
Was roote and ground ot this moztal de. 
fo: who ſawe euer, oꝛ redde ot ſuch another 
To laue a llraunger, liſt to ſlea hit bꝛothet: 


Foꝛſoke hir father, hir country and hinrede 
the land ẽpoueriſhed through her robberpe 
Ok hic woꝛſh p ſhe tone none othet hede 
loue had her bzought in ſuch a tant aſte. 
And while chat ſhe abode in Theſſalte, 
and wyth Jaſon dydiHhere ſotourne. 

She made Eſon to pouch retourne. 


A pard ſhe toke that was dꝛye and olde 
and with hir herbes and comm xtions 
She made it bople in Ouide it is tolde, 
and by charactes and incantacions 

And voyth the craft of hir conturacions, 
the yard began to bud andbloTome newe, 
And to beare fruite ,+ leaues fre(h of hewe 


And{emblably with hir confecetons 

his olde humours ſhe hath depured cleane, 
Aud wyth her ully freſhe poctons 

his empty (kin trembling and right leane, 
Pale and wanne that no bloud was ſene, 
But as it were adeadly creature, 


Al this hath ſhe cranſfourmedby nature 


Made him luſty and freche of his courage. 
Glad of herte,liuely of chere and ſight, 
Right wel heweb and clere ot his viſage 
wonder deliuer both of koꝛce and might, 
In all his members as weeldy a as light 
as euet he was, and in the ſame eſtate 
By trat᷑t of Medea he was lo alterate, 


Ak ter al this apeinſt kinge elius 

ſhe gan maligne, vncle vnto Jaſon, 

And of enupe ſhe pzoceded thus, 

the kinges doughters ſhe dꝛew to bir anon 
Them tounſayling that they ſhould gane 
Unto their father and platnly to hym ſaten 
It᷑ he deſtred to be ponge againe. 4 


Jul reſſoꝛed his force foz to recure, 
and ther withall in luſtp age to floure, 
he behight to done hir beſy ture 
ike his deſire to heſpt and to ſurcoure, 
And in this matter ſo craftily labour 
Finally to ſtand in the ſame raſe p 
To be made pong like as hys bzother was, 


Touching which thing foz moe enſdence, © 
this Medea hath to the dougters tolde, 
Ok inte nt to pe ue the moze credence, 8 
ſhe bade them take a ram þ was right olde, 
And wtth a knife foz to be ſo bolde 

to ſlea the beaſt, afoze them there be ſtode, 
Ind in a veſſell vzawe out his olde blode, 


ully aſkerming, like as it were trewe 
that he ſhoulde be a lambe agacne, 

Foz ſhe by craft would his bloud renews 
in luch wile by eutdence plaine 

That ok olde no token ſhould be ſene, 
in all his membzes as luſiy and eutiet 
As was à lambe pened ok one pete. 


Ind herupon in ſuch ſlepghty wiſe 

Ohe gan a pzotelle of fullfalſe ereaſon, 
The ſuſters made bxon this ram p2acteſe, 
Dꝛe we oute his blode like her entencton. 
Ind ſhe by cratte of falſe illucion 
blent thep2 tpen by apparence in bein 
Che olde ram to ſeme a lambe age in. 


Thus Medea by ſleyghty tumpaſſing 
of enute,and venemous hatred 

Excited hath the ſuſters in werking, E 
ayt inſt their father moztally topzocede 7 | 
Mith tharp kneues they made their father 
ampd ß heart thoughout euety vetn ( dlede 
Suppoſing the ſely ſuſters tweine. 


Chat Pelias tenewed he chould be, 
to youth apein of koꝛce x of ſubſtaſice, 
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Wooke: 


But finally by treaſon of Meder 

He [oft his [yfe,ſuch was his woful chaunce 
fo: (he it 120ught onlyof bengaunce, 

as roote andground of this cruel dede, 

aye int the nature of al womanhede. 


Suppoling thus in her opinion, 
how that the death greatly ſhould pleaſe 
Of Pelias vato her lozd Jaſon 

though great increaſe ⁊ ſet his hert at caſe 
But it rebounded vnto his diſeaſe, 

that finally Jaſon her fozſoke, 

F0: her offence, and he hys way tooke 


Into Coꝛinth toward the kyng Creon, 
whoſe daughter Creuſa.fo2 het gret beaute 
was afterward wedded to Jaſon: 

but wh? this wedding was know? to eve 
Caſting ſhe would theton auenged be, 
Gan to conſpire o? malice andenuy, 

And thzough her magike and her ſozcery, 


In ful great haſt gan to oꝛdeyne. 


a litle coffer,onelyofentent, 

and dy het young fayꝛe ſonnes tweyne, 
with ot her tewels ſhe hath it ſent 

Linto Creuſa making a pꝛeſent, 

which ok walice ſhe liſt to diſpoſe, 

that when Creuſa the coffer did pnclole, 


he fyꝛe bꝛaſt out a full large ſpace, 

Bent Creuſa by ful great violence, 

Set a tꝑꝛe playnlp al the place 

By t nchauntment there was no reſiſtence: 
A went a fp2e that was in her preſence, 
By bengeaunce did ful great damage. 
But when Jaſon this fy;e ſawe in his rage 


And conſidered the malice of Meder, 
Thought he would doe execucion, 

Foꝛ to puniſh the great inicuitte 

ayeinſt him compaſſe d of treaſon, 

Foz ſhe of vengeaunce againſt al teaſon 
after that Creuſa coſumed was and bzent, 
Het own ſonnes which that ſhe had ſent. 


Without routh oz womanly ptette, 

ſhe falſly murdzed p chiidzen that ſhe bare, 
L tze aſtepmother auenged fo2 to be, 
Cutte theyzthzotes o2 that they wer wate, 


Fol. xil. 


Ayeinſt nature there was none other ſpare, 
But foꝛ hatred ſhe had vnto Jaſon, 
after this murder ſhe fled awap anon, 


So eſcaping his indtgnacion, 

bycrafr of mageke ſhe went at libertee, 
To Athenes.and in that region 

She wedded was onto the king Egee. 
Not long after,a ſonne by him had lhe, 

the which chyld mine authour te.lcth thus. 
After Medea called was Medus. 


After whoſe name the famouſe region 
ynamed was which called is Mede, 
But tolo wing ape her olde condicion, 
This Medea voyde of ſhame and dꝛede. 
Compaſſed hath of wil full falſe hatrede, 
that Theſeus the ſonne of king Egee. 
with ne we poyſon (hal deuourced be, 


But Theſeus ful lyke a manly knight. 
in tepapʒꝛing home to his countrye, 

Ok yygh pꝛudenee eſpyed anon ryght, 
the moztal vengeaunte, the great ciueltie 
Ok this ſtepmother, which of eumitte 
Concluded hath in her intention, 

Hyin to deſtroy vnwarelp with poyſon, 


Her heart of malice exuel and hoꝛtible, 

as ſhe that was with treaſon euet alyed 
when that ſhe ſa we her purpoſe moſt odible 
dy king Egeus fully was efpyed, 

She hath her hert and wittes new applied, 
Is in their bokes.Hoctes haue compyled, 
aye in to Jaſon to be reconciled. 


She fled away foz dꝛeade of Theſeus, 
Leſt he had done on her vengeaunee: 

Ind finally as witte Ouidtus, 

and mozal Denek concludeth in ſubtatice, 
n his tragedtes making rememb2aunce, 
Jow Medea,lite as Poc tes ſayen, 

Unto Jaſon reſtozed was agayn, 


Touching the endof their kurious diſcozd, 

Poetes make thereof no mencion, 

Noꝛ tell no meane how they fell at accoꝛde, 

But if it wer by tncantac:on 

which ſo wel could turne vp ſo doun, 

Sundꝛp thinges ol lone and ok hatred, h 
| C. ui. And 
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The ſitſt 


And in Bochas ol her no mote J rede. 


Sane when ſhe had fulkiled her purpoſe, 
Mine authour telleth that Jaſon + Mede 
Kcuoked han apein vnto Calchos 

Her father Octes, and from hys rouertee, 
Bꝛought htm ayein into his royal ſee, 

And to his ccowne by force they him reſto2e, 


touching his end ok him kynd J no moe. 


Thus his foztune hath turned ton and fro, 
7 piſt likt a kyng having ful great riches, 
afterlming in pottertte and in wo, 

Sithen teſtoꝛed to his worthines, 

Thus aye is ſoꝛowe me dled with gladnes, 
who can aTuert in ail worldly thing. 
Uccoꝛd of Minos the noble worthy ring, 


To whom 7 mu$ now my ſtyle adzeTe 

to folowe the traſes of Bochaſius, 

The which Mu os as Outde doth expꝛeſſe 
touching his byꝛth he wꝛyte th plainly thus; 
that he was manlp wyſe, and verteous, 
Sonne by dilcent ot᷑ Jupitet the grete, 
And ok Europa bozne to be hepʒe of Crete. 


Ind ok hrs perſone wonder delectable, 
Full renoumed of wiſedome and ſcience, 
By diners titles of laude commendable, 
Ok by2th,df bloude,of kinghode x pꝛudẽ ce. 
Fo2 by his ſtudy andenttere deligence, 

He found kyꝛſt la ves grounded on reaſon, 
wherby of Crete the famous region 


Gouerned was and ſet in ſtablenes. 

All inturtes and wꝛonges fo2 to refourme, 
Made ſtatutes ertozcions to reprelle, 
Ofrtghteouſnes they toke the kyꝛſt fourme 
And that eche man ſhould him confourme, 
Like their degrees (Udiect and ſouerepne, 


That no man hada matter to compleyne. 


He made his lieges to liue in quiete, 

Clere ſhining in his rorall noblenes, 
with ſweoꝛd and ſcepter fitting in hys ſete: 
And while he floured in his wozthines, 

He toke a wyfe ol excellent fayzenes, 
Daughtet to Phebus in Bochas ye map ſee 


And ihe was called fayze Paciph. e 


Ind her father dy recoꝛd ok wꝛyting. 

in hrs time was holden ful famous, 

Ok thyle ok Rodes he was loꝛd and king 
And in his dayes of poꝛt ful gloꝛtous, 

riccht pꝛoude in acmes, and right victoztous 
taking witnes of Metamoꝛphoſcos, 

brs daughter had tyzee childzen by Yynos 


The kyꝛſt a ſonne called Iundꝛoger. | 
and afterward ful fayze daughters tweyn, 
g iqht goodly and womanlp vnto ſee. 

But like as foztune did fo2 them oꝛdeyne. 
theyfelt the yꝛ lie in trouble and great payn 
The one called Jriadne, + Phedꝛa ß other, 
folowing they: fate. it might be none other. 


Indꝛogeus by kyng Minos was ſent, 
Foꝛ that he ſhould p2oftten in clergie. 
To Athenes, of verteous intent 

there to ſludten in philoſophte. 

And foꝛ he gan tencreaſe and multeplye. 
and paſſe al other by ſtudie in learning. 
aud to excell his felowes in cunning. 


The p ot᷑ enuie and falſe malice(alag) 
Made ayeinſt him a conſptcarion, 
andfrom a pinnacle ſacred topallas, 

of ful gret height they made him tdble doun 
fo which tniury, Borhas maketh mencion 
his father Pynos auenged foz tobe, 
lapeda great power about the Citee, 


He cat him fully that no mi ſhould him let 
but that he would done cruelly vengeaunce 
and round about lo ſo:e he them beſet, 

with men of armes à with his oꝛdenaunce. 
that finally he bought them to Vitraunce, 
And them conſtrepned within a litle ſpace, 
their lite, their death ſubmittig to his grace. 


But while they made apeinſt him reſiſtence 
Suppoling his power to withſtond: 
Niſus that was king of Megarence, 
ayeinſt Minos their partte toke on hond, 
andoftimes as ye ſhal vnderſtond, 

han kfg Minos the citte did aſlaple, 
Nilus within with mighty apparayle, 


Upon the walles fode in his defence, 
hen that Minos ful ike a manly knight, 
taught 


faught without with ſturdy violence. 
Lite Mars himſeif in ſteie armed bꝛight: 
wherof when Stula once had a ſight, 
doughter to Neſus aduerting his pꝛowes 
Anon foꝛ loue ſhe fell in great vilices 


She was ſuppziſed with his high riobieTe, 
puis manly fore expert many kolde, 

ſet Scilla in great heauineſſe. 

foꝛ loue ot Minos in poetes it is told 
Made her heart pzeſumen and be bold, 

firſi her life to put in ſroparby, 

her fathers life the citie the cleargie. 


From her heart. loue hath ſet aſide, 

ayeinſt nature her dloud and her kinred, 
and all frend(hip from her the gan deupde. 
andofher wozthip toke no manet hede. 
Loue made her cruel ayemiſt al womahede, 
Fyꝛſt het heart ſo ſoꝛe ſet a fyze, 

Her fathers death kalſely to conſpyꝛe. 


Fo: king Minos beyng a ſtraungere. 
was ſo empꝛinted in her opinion. 

Ok creatures there ſtode none lo nere, 
Ind foꝛ his ſake bp full falſe treaſon, 

Ge compaſſed the deſtruceion 

Firſtof her father and ok the citie, 

lo ll raunge a thing alas how might it be, 


That a woman okperes pong and tender, 
Could ymagine ſo merueplous a thing? 
But oft it falleth that creatures lendze, 
Under a face of angelike loking, 

Been veray wolues outward in werkyng: 
Eke vnder colour of they: poꝛt feminine, 
ſome been found very ſerpentine, 


Lambes in ſhewing ſhadowed Hh mekenes 
cruel ag Tygres who doth to them offence, 
Ok hunwle chere pꝛetending a likenes, 
But wo alas) what harme doth apparence, 
what damage doth counter teit innocence 
Inder a mantell ſhꝛowded of womanhede. 
whan feined faſenes doth the bzydle lede?; 


Foz this Scilla the kinges daughter dere, 
In whom he ſet his whole affcccion, 

His hertes toy. his pleaſaunce moſt entiere, 
His wozldlye bluſſe his conſolacton. 


Boote. 


Fol. xlii. 
But ſhe al turned to his confuſion, 

Hot lide a daughtet but like a ſoꝛceteſco, 
His death capaTed,the ſtozy beareth witncs 


Het father had a fatal Heere that (hone 
bzighter then gold the which did him aſſtre 
Manly to fyaqt a peinũ his moꝛtal fone, 
Foꝛ on his head whiic that did endure. 
Ve ſhould vanquiſhe by manhode, tecure 
and though his knight hod to his (creaſe of 
in cueryquarel win the victo y. (gloꝛy 


But while her father Niſus {aye on llepe. 
Upon a niqht perſel atoꝛe day, | 
Full ſecretly oz that he toke kepe, | 
the heere of golde this Scillacut awap. 
And bnto Minos armed where he lap, 
the it pꝛeſented though her oꝛdinaunte, 
Ok kalle entent him foz to doe pleaſaunce. 


But in this matter lyke as wꝛyteth Ouide, 
Metamowholeos whoſo tabeth hede, 

Het father Neping ſhe kneling by his ſide, 
toke & ſhatpe knife without feare o2 dzede, 
while he lay naked,ſhe cartt atwo hes head, 
Stale awap of ful falſe cntent, 

and to king Minos the head (he doth pꝛelẽt 


And in her coming bnto his pꝛelence, 

Der fathers head when (hc atoze hym lapd. 
Nothing aſhamed of her great offence, 
Unto Minos thus ſhe did abzapde.. 

and with bol de chere euen thus ſhe ſayde. 
My loꝛd ( ꝙ ſhe) with ſuppoꝛt of your grace 
yeueth to mp tale ſeyſer, time and ſpace. 


Certes my loꝛd lone hath excited me. 
Andconllreyned to this cruel dede 

To fea my father.,deltrop mp citie, 
Fo:geat my wo2ſhip,foxſake womanhede. 
x made me hardy to make my father bledc, 
Thinges hoꝛtible thus J haue Pndertake, 
Foz to accompliſhe onely foꝛ pour ſake, 


My ſelt dichertted fo: loue of pour perſone, 
Called in my countrey a falſe traytozelſe, 
Diſconſolate ſtole away alone, 

Ok newe defamed, and nameda maiſtreſſe 
Ok kalſe murdꝛe J bztng a great vanes, 
My fathers head and his deadly 2 x 
Apem 


| The firſt 
7 yeinſt nature to koꝛthern pour byage. But fo: pour hateful and vnkindly rage, 
| 7 p2aye the Goddes echone, and Saturne | 
Mherfoze I prap that pe liſt aduertiſe, fo: to take bTgeance on your falſe outrage | 
and conlidet like a gentle knyght, T oꝛ euerp where whether pe dor retourne, | 
vow 7 fo2 loue toward your great empzyſe, And euer place wheras ye doe ſotourne, 
and to great foꝛthering alſo of your ryght, both lond and ſea ſhoztly foz texpꝛeſſe. 
Haue firſt my father depꝛieued ok his might they been infect with your curlednes. 
Ratt him his like, deſpopled hys riches, x 
to doe pleal aunce to pour high nobleTes pour own mouth, your outrage doth accuſe | 
and your actes been ſo abhominable, | 
And nothyng aſke vnto myguerdon that your gyttes fully J doe refiiſe, | 
r 0: to my tewardthat might me auaple, they been lo froward and ſo repzouable, | 
But that I might haue full poſſeſſion and your perſone diſnaturali and vnſtable, | 
Ot your perſone moſt wozthy in battaples within my court it wer a thing not fapʒe. | 


ſoꝛ ther is no treſour þ might counteruaple that ye Chould abyde oz haue repayze. 
To my deſy2:e as that pe would in dede | 
Goodly accept me and my mapdenhede. pe be ſo hateful on euerp ſyde. 
and contrarious of tondieion, | 
Fe may me ſaue and ſpl with a wooꝛd. IJ pꝛay Tellus which of the earth is gyde. 
ake moſt glad and moſt doloꝛous, And to Ncptunus J make this oziſon, 
I not require of you my ſouereyn lo2de, as farre as ſtrctcheth they; domtnactom = {| 
but that ye would be to me gracious, Under the bond ok they: regalp. 
” Fo2 bloud and kin, and my kathers houſe, A dwelling place that they to you dene. 
Ill ett behende if pe lid aduerte, . 
Z nd bndeparted,yeue to pou mine herte. Mhã Minos had his anſwer thus deulled, 
: | Dn reaſon grounded and on equitee: ; 
Which to your highnes ought ynough ſufft And Scilla {aw how ſhe was deſpyſed, | 
al thing tonlidꝛed in pour ropal ſtare, (ſe Knewno partie, paſſage, ne countrey, 2 
Concemed alſo how in vncouth wiſe, to kynb ſocour whether the might flee, 1 
Foꝛ vou loue JT ſtand deſolate, | But delſpey2edlike a falſe traytozeſſe, | 
Soeue cf pout mercy full diltonſolate. toward the ſea anon ſhe gan her dzelſe, | 
Here is alandſome?,your loue T bye to ſoe 
But ye doe grace, J tan ſap you no moꝛe. Co enter the water plapnly if ſhe might, 
2 | FJ oz very ſhame her lelnen foꝛ to ſhzoude, 
And when ſhe hab her tale told knellng. And when the Goddes therof had a tight, 
with a manet p2etence of womanhede, they turned her(as they that might # coude} | 
Ok al her treaſon apoynt not conteilmg, Into a quaple fo2 to ſing loude. J 
the bing atonted cf her hozrible dede, Her father Niſus they did eke tranſmeve, © 
By great adutſe peyſed and take hede. into a ſpzarawke.the quayle to purſue, F, 
It was not ſitting to a pztnee oꝛ king. 
to doe faucurto ſo frowarda thing. This was the end ol Niſus and at Scilla, | 
l And afterward of Athenes the towne, ; 
With troubled heart and with a face al pale was pelden vp to and at the will 
His lode vpcaſt.fayd god fozbede, Pt kyng Minos without condicton, 
chat euer in Cronicle in ſtoꝛp 02 in tale, Euerpthꝛee pere by reuolucion, 
That any man ſhould of Minos rede, thep otthe ente ſhoulden not delaye, 
How he ſuppoꝛted ſo venemous a deve, MNyne of they childzen fo2 a tribute pape. 
Fauour a woman(alas,and welaway) * 
which lie we her father when he abed lag. This was by Mynos thimpoſicton 
Upon Athenes, and ok very dzede 


\ 


Chepobeted as made is mencion. 
and their childꝛen yere by pete they lede 
Into Crete, the Minotaur to fede, 
vnto this monllec oꝛde ned fo; repaſf, | 
which at their comming deuouted were in 


(haſt 
But oꝛ that J foꝛthet do pꝛocede 
in this mate c, J woll do my cute 
Co detlare, (it ye lt to take hede) 
ol this montre to tell the engendzure, 
Uncouth to heare and apeinſt nature; 
foz by the wziting of Ouidius | 
Chrs ougle beau wens cngendzed thus. 


Metamozphoſeos the maner ze map ſe. 
Minos had a bull of great faitene ſle, 
Mhite as muke and tie quenc Paſiphae 
loued him lo hot p ſtoꝛye bearety witneſſe, 
And Dedalus did his beſineſſe 

By ſubtyll crat᷑t, and made His qinnes fo. 


Chat ayeinũt kyad with her he had to doe, 


Ind concepued a beaſt monſirucus, 

that was departed halfc a bull halt man, 
Ind as the poete wuting, teacheth vs 

of Minotaurus thus the name began, 
Ind De dalus not long after wha (bzought 
that thys monſter was by the Quene fozth 
Thys lubtxil werkman hath an houſe yp: 
| wzougtt 
Called Labtrinthus diwers and vncouth, 
kul ot wzincles and ot ſttaungeneſle, 
Ougly roknowe which is noꝛth oꝛ louth, 
02 to what part a man ſhould hum dꝛeſſe 
Folke were there blẽt W furtous darkenes 
tho that entted his retourne was iu Vein, 
Mithout a clewe foz to tt ſoꝛt age n. 


Ok Mpnotaurus this was the habitatle 
like a pꝛie ſone made of tozmenitry, 

F03 damned folke a peynefu!l tabernacle, 
fo; all that lep there in ieoperdy 

The monſtre mult deuoure them and defle 
and ſpecially was oꝛdepned this turmente 
Fo; all that were doun from Jthenes ſent, 


— — — | 
nd afferme howe that quene paſl 
Ok king Minos loued 2 
Called Tautus, in Bochas ye mape fe, 


Booke. 
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And thus the king koꝛ all hys roialtie 
diſcemed was ,foz who may any while 
Him ſelfe pzeſerue,wbhere woe liſt degile. 


Fo: by this Taurus Bochas bereth witnes 
Quene Paſiphae had a child ful farre 
Minos not knowing bp no likeltneſſe, 
but that the child was bozne to be his heite, 
His truft was good. he fill in no diſpapꝛe, 
fo: ſome huſbãdes as poctes haue compuled 
Which moſt aſſure the,ratheſt ben begiled. 


Innocentes can not deme amys, 
Aamely of wiues that ben found true 
Clerkes may vozite,but doutles thus it is, 
ok their nature the y lou no thinges newe, 
Stedfalt of dert they chailge not their hew 
Haukes beſt pzeued ſũtime a che ca matze 
Pet toꝛ a faute the foule is not fozſane. 


Ok theſe matters waite J woll no moze, 
But aye the tribute and ſeruage of p toun 
poredeth koꝛth, they coſtrained were ſo ſoze 
Like as their lot turned vp and doun. 

Fo: there was made none excepcion 

of high ne lowe,neither foz ſower ne ſwete 
But as tt fyll they were lent into Crete. 


The ſtatute was ſo inly rigoꝛous. 

they toke their ſoꝛt as nt tame aboute; 

Tyll at the laſt it fill on Theſeus, 

that he mot gone foꝛth among the route 
King Aegeus ſonne being in great doitte 
touching his like, which might not be ſoceu⸗ 
Butß he muſt with other be deuoured (red 


Which Cheſeus foꝛ his woꝛthineſſe. 

and ok hes anighthode fo p great encreaſe 
Though mani p foꝛte ⁊ foꝛ his high prowes 
whilome was called the ſcconde Hercules 
Mong Ymazon es he put hym ſelfe in pzes 
weddid Xpolita as bokes ſpecifie, 

(Tye hardy quene of feniprittic, 


Indafterwarde to Thebes he is gone 
holpe there the ladies in eſpecial, 
Which ß compie yned v;on the king Cred. 
which the diſtroubled like theic eſtate roial, 
Cd holde and halowe the feſtes fanerall 

of their lozdes,as Queencs and Prince — 


Ot willptrouth to ewe their kindnellis, 


Foꝛ when this duke the manerhadſene - 
and of Creon the greate intquitie 

To tde ladpes he made delpuer ageyn, 
the loꝛdes bones of tuth and of pitie, 

Pet ta his pouth out ot his citie, 

he was delt ueted by Catute full odible 

To be deuouredek tyts beaſt hozrible. 


He goeth to pꝛſon foꝛ all his ſemelineſle, 
as the ſtatute telly dyd oz dane, 

But of ruth and gentle neſle, | 
Dim to pꝛeſetue from that deadly partne - 
Ol king Minos p goodly doughters twatn 
Ariadne ſhope a remedie, 

And fare Phedꝛa that he ſhould not die. 


Though their helpe he hath p möſter ſlatn, 
that was ſo dꝛeadfull and ougly foꝛ to ſe, 
By thẽ he ſcaped, wherot᷑ he was full fayne 
ledde them with him toward hys countte 
Ardbpthe way dtuoide of all pite, 
Ariadne ful falſiy he hath fozſake, 

A xenſt his ſuraũce.⁊ Phe dꝛa he hath take 


Impd the ſea he left her in an yle 

to wardes no partie (ye knewe no decline, 
She wepeth lhe crieth (alas p herd while) 
foꝛ of hit fate this was her moꝛtal fine 
That foz pitie Bachus the god of wine 
toke hit to wife whoſe crowne of lone fine, 
Doth now: in heaue with the ſterres ſhine 


Thus of Theſeus pe may behold andſes 
to Ariadne the great vnſtcdfaſtneſſe, 
The great vnttueth the mutabilte 
the bꝛoke aſſuraunce and p newetaglenes 
But ſely women kepe ther ſtedfaſtneſſe, 
aye vndefouled ſaue ſumtime of thetr kind, 
They muſlte puruay whan men be 2 vn 
nd. 
Of Theſeus J can na moze nowe len, 
In this matter to made of him memoꝛte, 
But to king Minos J woll reſozt ageyu. 
to tel howe foztune ape falſe and trãlitoy 
In what pointes defaced hath hys glozye. 
Firſt of echone Bachas doth lpectfie 
Of pbalipha the foule aduoutrye, 


The firſt 


m hich was his wife x ſtode wel in his grace 
to his pleaſaun ce (he was moſt ſoueratne, | 
But a cloude ot {mall treſpace, 

made her 102d? at her to diſdaine £ 
But he tough wiſedome bare pꝛeuily his 
fo: in ſuch caſe this is my ſentẽce (pepne 
Let pzudent huſbades tate the to pacit᷑ce. 


On other thinges Minos gan complatne. 
hauing in hert the rot full great greuaunce | 
That he ſo loſt hys fatre doughters tweine 
and Minotautus ſlayne with miſchaunte. 
Eke vnto him it was a great penaunce 5 
that Theſeus was gone at libertpe, 

And from all tribute delfueredhts citce 


It greued him eke in coũtenaunte + chere 
that Theſcus, Artadne had fo2ſoke, 4 
It liked him alſo not the manere | 
bnto his wike that he Phedꝛa toke. 2 
And yet this Phedꝛa lite as ſatetij mpboks | 
had two ſonnes by this Theſcus, 7 
fir} Demophoon and next Intigonus, 


Eke Theſcus after gan him dꝛawe 
toward Stelle in ſtele armed clene 
With Perithous in armes his felaws 
foz to rauiſhc Pꝛoſerpyna the quene. 
But of entent Phedꝛa full vncient 
Loued her ſtepſonne called Ipolitus 
But foz he was to her daungerous, ' 


Ind to her luſt froward and contrary, 

tn hys appozt not goodly ne benigne 

Of falſe entent anon ſhe gan to varye 
And apenſt him full fell to malygne 
TUtth apzetence of many token and ſign 
Of womanhede (he gan him accuſe, 
Yrrauoutry faiſlyto excuſe. 


Whoſayth that women can not 
in their defence tales tull bntrue, 

To their deſire. tc men liſt not tenciine 
noꝛ on theit fained falſe woe to rue 

Anon they can tompatlen thinges newe: 
Filhe and kind out of their entencion 

A couert cioude to hadowe thcic tt eaſon 


She hath accuſed pong Joolttas 
Ok falſe auoutry in his tender age 1 — 
0 


” Conching thaccuſing apeinſt J politus, 


Booke. 


colde and aft icmed to Duke Theſeus 


with ful bolde cheare and a plame viſage 
> Howe he purpoſedin his furious rage 
only by fozce her beautie topp;eſſe, 

= Per lozdbeleching to refourme x redzelſe 


* Thc great inturle done to his wefe, 
© trhile he was abſ?t foz thiges þ bare charge, 
' wiuesoftales ſomtime been inuentike, 


to ufer tien tonges falllyflien at large: 


* Butfotkcs that liſt of datiger th? diſcharge 
ck luch accuſing ne ta 
Cxll the trueth be tried oute in dede. 


I meane no thing of wines that been good 
niither of womt᷑ that flourt in Innocẽ ce, 
Fs god fozbid and the holy rode 

dut men ſhould do due reuerence 

Co their nobleſſe and thetr excellence, 
declate their bounte #their vertue ſhewe, 
And moze the cheriſhe becauſe theer been 


they none hede 


(but fewe. 


though it ſo were that it was falſe in dede. 
Pet he ſoꝛ (Fame and feare of Theſeus, 
(as in the ozyc pe maye behold and rede) 
In his heact hath caught a maner dzede, 
that he( alas) this ſelly pong knight 

Fledde # withdzewe him out of his faders 


( 
Vis tndignacion playnly to eſchewe 22 


though by deſert in him ther was no lache. Ha 
Olk haſty dꝛeade as he gan rene we. 

k ̃tther in a chatte oꝛ vpon hoꝛs backe, 
his hoꝛs afraped there fil a ſedeyn wꝛacke, 
doun fr6 a roche pendaunt(as pe ſhat lere) 


He his chaire wer dꝛowned both in keare. 


Ttus vngil y in his moſt luſty youth 
he was conutied to his deſttuccton, 


' The \clatider conſpired{as it is wel couth) 
pf fals Phedzabut in conclucion 


The ſlaundꝛe turned to her confuſion, 


nz when ſhe wilt Jpolitus was dead 


Though her detaute anon foz ſhame and 
She toke a ſwozd ful ſharp pwhet x grodd 
Ind therwithal ſhe raft her = atweyne. 
Lo howe þ vengeatice woll ayen reboande 


On them that kalle ly doe their buly payne 


Fol. xb. 
To llaunder folke, for like as they oꝛdaine. 


with theit defames other folkes tattwite 
God at laſi thetr malice can acquite. 


Pet ſome bokes of Phedꝛa doe recozde, 
that (ſhe aſhamed and confuſe of this dede 
Hing her ſelt ful high with a cozd, (mede. 
Lo howe falſe ſlaunder cd quite folke their 
nwdherfoze J counlad euer man take hede 
in ſuch matters as ſtonde in vncertaine, 
From haſtydomes his tong to Trefraine, 


Among theſe ſtoꝛies wokull foz to rede 

all beſpzeynt with teres in his face 

full ſodenly John Bochas gan take hede 
Impydthe pzeſe ziſara came in place, 

And howe that foztune gan eke to manace, 
this pzoude Duke ful mighty and notable 
Of king Jabin called the great conſtable, 


Of his hooſt leader and gouernoure, 

to Iſtacll veray moztall foe, 

Mich people he rode like a conqueroure, 
And where that euer his me ynit did goe 
The erth quoke people dꝛead him ſo, 
fledde fro his face wher as he cam afacre, 
Nine hidzcd waynes he had foz the warre 


Stroaly farmed w hokes made like liches 
who that appꝛoched to mayme a to wound? 
Foz this tiraunt of cuſtome oft ſu ius 
dde great delite the Jewes to confound, 
And all tho that his ſwerde hath founde 
King Jabin bad the pzince of Canaan 

In Jlrael toſpare child ne man 


This xara was ſent to ben ther ſcourge 


by gods ſufferatice their ſinues to chaſtiſe, 
heir olde offences to puniſhe x to purge 
as a flagell in many ſundzy wyſe: 

But wha of reaſd they gan them bet yeuiſe 
and koi their treſpaſſes to fal in repetance 


God gan wdzawe p hand of his vẽgeaũce. 


Foz in their miſchefe they gan the loꝛde to 
fecling the pucke ok his punicion, (knowe 
And merey then hath vnbent the bowe 

of his fell pze and calligacion, 

To god they made their imuocacion 


Ind 


Of wilip trouth to ſhewe their kindnelſis. 


Foꝛ when this duke the maner had ſene 
and of Creon the greate intquitie 

To tde ladpes he made del puer agen. 
the loꝛdes bones of ruth and of pitie, 
Pet ta his youth out ok his cttie, 

he was delt ueted by Catute full odible 
To be deuouredek thts beaſt hozrible. 


He goeth to pꝛſon for all his ſemelineſle, 
as the ſtatute fellp dyd ozdapne, 

But of ruth and gentleneſſe, 

Him to pꝛeſetue from that deadly paine 

Ol king Minos Þ goodly doughters twatn 
Ariadne ſhope a remedie, 

And tatre Phedꝛa that he ſhould not die. 


Though their helpe he hath p möſter ſlacn, 
that was ſo dꝛeadfull and ougly fo: to ſe, 
By thẽ he ſcaped, wherot᷑ he was full fayne 
ledde them wth him toward Hyg countre 
Andbythe way dtuoide of all pite, 
Itiadne ful falſly he hath fonake, 

A xenſt bes ſuraiice,z Ph dꝛa he hath take 


Impd the ſea he left her in an yle 

to wardes no partie (ye knewe no decline. 
She wepeth the cricth (alas p herd while) 
foz of hit fate this was her moꝛtal fine 
That foz pitie Bachus the god of wine 
toke hit to wife whoſe crowne of one fine, 
Doth nowe in heauẽ with the ſter res ſhine 


Thus of Theſeus ye may behold and ſet 
to Ariadne the great vnſtedkaſtneſſe, 
The great vnttueth the mutabiltte 
the bꝛoke aſſuraunce and p newekiglenes 
But ſely women kepe thter ſtedfaſtneſſe, 
aye vnde fouled ſaue ſumtime of thetr kind. 
They muſte puruay whan men be — vn 
d. 
Of Theſeus J can na moꝛe nowe ſein, 
In this matter to made of him memoꝛte, 
But to bing Minos J woll reſo:t ageyn, 
to tel howe foztune ape falſe and trãl to 
In what pointes defaced hath hys glozye. 


Firft of echone Bachas doth lpectfie 
© fpbalipha the koule aduoutrye, 


The firſt 


which was his wife x ſtode wel in his grace 
to his pleaſaun ce he was moſt ſoueratne, 

But a cloude ot {mall treſpace, 
made her 102d? at her to diſdaine 1 
But he though wiſedome bare pꝛeuily his 
fo: in ſuch cale this is my ſentẽce (pepne |: 
Let pzudent huſbades tate the to paciẽce. 


On other thinges Minos gan complatne, | 
hauing in hert therof full great greuaunce | 
That he ſo loſt hys fatre doughters tweine |. 
and Minotautus ſlapne with mtſchaunce, | 
Eke vnto him it was a great penaunce 
that Theſeus was gone at libertpe, 

And from all tribute deltuered his cite 


It greued him eke in coũtenaunte chert 
that Theſcus, Artadne had fozſoke, 

It liked him alſo not the manere 

vnto his wike that he Phedꝛa toke. 

And pet this Phedꝛa lite as ſatetij mpboks 
had two ſonnes by this Theſeus, 

fir Demophoon and next Intigonus. 


Eke Theſcus after gan him dꝛawe 
toward Stelle in ſtele armed clene 
With Perithous in armes his felaws 
foz to rauclhc Pꝛoſerpyna the quene. 
But ot entent Phedza full vncient 
Loued her ſtepſonne called Ipolitus 
But foz he was to het daungerous, 


And to her luſt —— and contrary, 
in hys appozt not goodlp ne benigne 
Of kalte entent anon ſhe gan to barye 
And apenſt him full felly to malygne 
TUtth a pꝛetenee of many token and ſign 
Ok womanhede ſhe gan him accuſe, 
Yrrauoutry falſiy to excuſe, 


bo fayth that women tan not imagine, 
in their defence tales tull bntrue, 


To t heit deſtre ti men liſt not tenciine 
not on theit fained falſe woe to tue 

Anon they can compatlen thinges newe: 
Fiſhe and find out of their entencion 

A couert cioude to ſhadowe thcie tteaſon 


She hath atculed pong Jpolttas 
Of falſe auoutt in his tender age 7 E 
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= Fledde# withdzewe him out 


Dis indignacion playnly to eſchewe 
though by deſert in him ther was no lache. Ha 
£ Ok haſty dzeade as he gan'renewe, 
> eitherinachaire 02 vpon hoꝛs backe, 


Booke. 


Co've and aft icmed to Duke Theſcus 


with ful bol de cheare and a plate vil age 
= Howe he purpoſedin his furious rage 

' on!pby fozce her beautie topp;eſſe, 

Per 10zdbeſeching to refourme # redzelſe 


| The great inturte done to his wife, 
” trhilehe was abſẽt foꝛ thiges þ bare charge, 


AUiues oftales ſomtime been inuentike, 


” tofeffcr their tonges falllyflien at large: 
But kolkes that liſt of datiger the diſcharge 


cffuch accuſing ne take they none hede 
Cyll the trueth be tried oute in dede. 


I meane no thing of wiues that been good 
neither of womt that flourt in Innocẽ ce, 
F02 god foʒbid and the holy rode 
but men (ſhould do due reverence 
Co their nobleſſe and theer excellence, 
declare their bounte # their vertue ſhewe. 
And moze thẽ cheriſhe becauſe theer been 
(but ewe. 
Couching thaccuſing ayeinſt J politus, 
though it ſo were that it was falſe in dede. 
Pet he loꝛ (zame and feare ot Theſeus, 
(as in the ſloꝛ ye pe maye behold and rede) 
In his heact hath caught a maner dzede, 


that hel alas) this ſelly pong kn 
— 
. (ſight 


His hoꝛs afrayed there fil a ſedeyn wꝛacke. 
doun fr a roche pendaunt(as pe ſhal lere) 


He i his chaire wer dzowned both in feare, 


Ctus vngil y in his moſt luſty youth 
he was conutied to his deſttuceton, 


Che ſclaũdet conſpiredſ as it is wel couth) 
by fals Phedza,but in conclutton 

The ſlaundꝛe turned to her confuſion, 

fo; when ſhe viſt Jpolitus was dead 
Though her detaute anon fo; ſhame and 


(dzead 
She toke a ſwozd ful ſharp ywhet # grotid 
And therwithal ſhe raft her hart atwe ne. 
Lo hode p vengeatice woll ayen reboande 
On them that falſcly doe their buly payne 


Fol. xv. 
To Cſlaunder folke, fo: like as the p oz daine, 


with theit dekames other folkes tattwite 
God at laſt cheer malice can acquite. 


Pet ſome bokes of Phedꝛa doe recozde, 
that (he aſhamed and confuſe of this dede 
Hing her ſelt ful high with a cozd, (mede. 
Lo howe falſe ſlaunder ca quite folke their 
mwherfoze J counlad euery man take hede 
in ſuch matters as ſtonde in vncertaine, 
From haſty domes his tong to refraine. 


Among theſe ſlozies wofull foz to rede 

all beſpzeynt with teres in his face 

full ſodenly John Bochas gan take hede 
Ampd che pzeſe ʒiſata came in place, 

And howe that foztune gan eke to manace, 
thts pꝛoude Duke ful mighty and notablc 
Of king Jabtn called the great conſtable, 


Ok his hooſt leader andgouernoure, 

to Iſtacll veray moztail toe. 

Mich people he rode like a conqueroure, 
And where that euer his me nie did goe 
The erth quoke people dread him ſo, 
fledde fro his face wher as he cam afarre, 
Nine hiidzed waynes he had koꝛ the warre 


Stroaly farmed W hokes made like ſithes 
who that appꝛoched to mayme 2 to wound? 
Foz this tiraunt of cuſtome oft ſu las 
dde great delitethe Jewes to confound, 
And all tho that his ſwerde hath founde 
King Jabin bad the pzince of Canaan 

Fu Jlrael toſpare child ne man 


This 3eara was ſent to ben ther ſcourge 


by gods ſufferatice their ſinnes to chaſtiſe, 
© heir olde offences to puniſhe x to purge 
as a flagell in many ſundzy vole: 

But wha of reaſd they gan them bet deuiſe 
and koi their treſpaſſes to fal in repetance 
God gan woꝛawe p hand of his vẽgeaũce. 


Fo: in their miſchefe they gan the loꝛde to 
keeling the pzicke ol his puntcion, (knowe 
And merey then hath vnbent the bowe 

of his fell pe and caſtigacion, 


To god they made their muocacion 
Ind 


Ind he them heard in their moꝛtall dzede, 
In Judicum the ſtozie pe mape tede. 


Howe in the while that thts ziſara, 
hope him of newe, the Jewes to oppꝛeſſe, 
in theyꝛ defence godſent the Delboza 

A p2opheteſſe,the ſtoꝛp beareth witneſſe 

to yeue thẽ toũſ all their armes to redzeſſe 
And by the ſpirite ok hir pꝛopheſie. 

foz to with ſtande the great tit annxe 


Ok ziſara, which was diſcended doun, 
with a great hooſt into the fielde repay2ed, 
But Deibozaofhigh diſcrecion, 


whan that ſhe ſawe the Jewes diſpapzed, 


and koꝛ to fight their toʒages ſoze appaired 
ſhe made the firſt denoutly in that dzede, 
to trie to god to helpe them in their nede. 


She wasthetr tudge # thetr gouernereſſe, 
. chiefe of their coſiſacle, and of cuſtome ſhe 
Cauſes depending of great auiſenes, 

that ſtode in doute by dome of equite 

ſhe tried them out vnder a palme tree, 
end was not haſlp no mater to determine, 


Tyll ſhe the parties afoze did examine 


And when ſhe heard a knewe of comming, 

of ziſara. with full great pucſſaunce, 

That was conſtable of that mighty kyng, 

. called Jabin,with all his ozdinaunce,. 
Upon Jewes fc: to do vengaunce 

@ his Deiboza gan pzudently entende 

(The Jewes pattie by wildome to defende 


Sbe bad Barach hir huſbande anon right 
Ot Neptalymten thouſand with him take 
Ape nſt ʒiſata to fighten loꝛ their right 

and that he ſhould a great enarme make 
But he foꝛ dꝛede this (tourneygan fozſake, 
And durſt not ayenſt htm tho warreyt 

But lhe were pꝛeſent andliſt him to cõᷣuey 


Wel wel {quod ſhe) ſith it ſtandeth ſo, 
yp a maner dzeede, 


ll my ſelte gladiy with pou goe 
pou to ſuppoꝛte in this great nede, 


But truſteth fully as pe ſhall finde in dede 
that a woman with laude, honoure & aloay, 
hal tro you win the pzice of this victozy, 


The firſt 


It folowed after ſothely as ſhe ſaide 
auiſely ſhe made hir ozvinaunce 


And the chiefe charge on hit ſeife ſhe lade 


as pꝛinces oł Jewes gouernaunce, 
And pꝛudentli p gan her ſel te auaunce, 


with god conueted and ſuppoꝛt of his grace Þ 


With ʒiſara to meten in the face. 


And ſpectally touching this biage, 
God toke awate the ſpirite and the might 


- Freoziſara his foꝛce and his cozage, | 
That he was kearetul to entren into flight, 
Kepte his chatre and toke him onto flight, ; 


knowing no place ſurely in tabide, 
Till that Jael a woman did htm hide. 


Within her tent, and almoſt dead fo: dꝛede 
Under a mantell deſtrous fo: to dunke. 
ſhe paue him mike, p ſlepe fell in his hede 


Aud whtle that he. fo heautnes gan winke 


and ſadiy ſlepte,ſhe gan her to bethynke, 
Thought ſhe woulde fo: ztſara ſo ſhape, 
That with the like he ſhould not eſcape. 


She toke a naile that was ſharpe and long 
and coucrtlygan hir ſelfe auaunce, 

no ich an himer round and ſtrong 
ſhe dꝛoue the naile, lo this was hir vfgatice 
Thzoughoute his hede, lee here the ſodein 
Dftyzantes þ truſt on foxtune Chalice 
wodich wol not ſuffer the longe to contune 


oe ma Tn 
onge ſubſeccion. 

She can them blandeſſheE with hir flatery 

vnder a colour oł kalſe collucion 

And with a ſoda tranſmutaſ ton, | 

Foztune them ci,that pooze folke trouble, 

Reuerſe their pzide with hir face double. 


What ſhould J lenger in this mater tar yt. 
Though þ loꝛdſh be mighty and famous 
Let 3(ſara be your exemplarye: 

it not endureth but it be vertuous, 
Conqueſt, victozte.though they be gloztous 
vnto the woꝛld if vertue be behind, 

Mẽ not retoile to haue their name in mind 


Foz koꝛtune th:ough hir frowardneſſe 


Yath kinges put out of their regions. Fo 
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gan gods people to put vnder foote 


Booke. Fol. bi. 


end ſhe hath aſſo though her doublenes, that wih thie tundzed fonokt axe n 8 fon 
de ſtroyt d linage s with then ſucce ſſtons ok Flraell,the Bible can deuiſe 
made (ſhe not whilom her tranſlactons whan he to god had done his ſacrifice, 


ok the —— called Argiuois 
to de tranſpozted to Lacedemonops: S to hym a ſigne metueilous 
whan the flees with iluer dewe full ſheue, 
Che ſame tyme whan 3ifara the pꝛoude was ſpent and wet the ſtozy tellih thus 
and rounde about the ſople and al þ grene 


fames trumpe blew his name vp loude was found die and no dzop ſeene 
with ſugred ſownes ſempng wonder ſote, in tok? onelp this duke, this knightly man 


' butal his pride was tent vp by the toote ſhould haue the bictoꝛp or al Madian, 


whaͤ þ his gloꝛy was outward molt ſhinig, | 
* butwho may truſt on any woꝛldlye thyngt This Gedeon toke worth him but a few, 


13 | thꝛe hundred choſe, which ſcaped the river 
Folke han afozne ſeen the foundacion god bato him ſuche tokens did ſhewe 
by remembzaunce ok old anrequette + Andeucmdences afozne that wer ful clere, 
pfmighty Troy and ot Tlton that he ſhould been of right good chere: 
after deſtroyed by Gzekes that cite, aud on no partie his aducrſaryes d2ede, 


to vs declaryng the mutabtlitte, (while fo; nopzowelle neyther manhede, 
olkalſe fonune, whoſe kauoute laſteth no 4 


ſhewing aye truſt, whan ſhe wyll begyle, There god aboue holdeth champattie. 


there mai apeinſt him be made no defence: 
So barcable ſhe is in her delites, - Fozee,firength, wiſedom no: che ualrye 


det whe le vatruſty andfrowardly meuing Ayeinũ his might, are feble of ceſiſtente, 


tetoꝛde J take of the Madianttes this was wel pꝛeued in experience, 
their vnware fall full dole fully pleining. whan the hundꝛed with Gedeon in nfibee 
whiche ſhewed themlelf pitoul ly weppng lo many theualdes by grace dyd encdber, 


to John Bothas as he in wityng ſought 
tow þ foztune ape in their punee s wzought This ſayd people deuided into thee, 

with their trumpes vpon the dar de nyght 
Which that gouerned the lõd of Madtan by Gedeon that had the ſoueranitee 
truſting of pꝛide in their great puiſſaunce, with void pottes and lampes ther in light, 
and ayeinſt Jewes a warte they began and thus ataped.thep entted into fight: 
rurpolyng to bꝛyng them to vttraunte: but vnto them this token was firſt znowe 
but god that holdeth ok warte the ballance whan Gede on his te umpe did blow, 


and ran of pꝛince s oppzelle the vainglozp, 
yeucth where him liſt cõqueſt and victo . Thei blew echeone and loude gan to erpe. 
bzake the yꝛ pottes and ſhewed anon ryght 


Not to gret noũber noꝛ to gret multitude as the ſto2y platnly doth ſpecefye. 

but to that partie where de ſeeth the ryght Theirlampes ſhewed w a ful ſedem light 

his dꝛeadful han d ſhoꝛt ly to conclude, whereof their enmtes aſtounted in there 

ſo halt vp dy grace and yeueth cuery wight wer ſo trouble d vpon euerylyde, (ſycht 

the higher hand where he caſt his ſxght, that in the field thei durſt not abyde, 

liſt his powꝛe and his faucur ſhewe 

be it to many oꝛ be it vnto ke we. The crye was this o them euerxchone. 
thanke to the lozd moſt noble and glozicus 

The wꝛong partie aladly hath a fall, pulſe to the ſweoꝛd of mightye Gedeon 


though there be miſſuõs many mo thi one, Whech vs hath cauſed to be vecroztous, 
F take witnes at Jereboall, made our enmies moſt malicious 


| Whichts alſo called Gedeon, though tnfiuence onely * grace 4 
1. 0 


* 


Fo: very feare toffpen afoje our face, 


Thus can the ſoꝛd ofhis magnificence; 
the meke exalt and the pꝛoude oppzeſſe 
lte as he fyndeth in heartes difference 
So ot his power he can his domes dzeſſe, 
mercy ape meynt with his rteghteouſyes, 
bis tudgementes with long delaye deferde 
And oz he puniſhe, pitie is aye pzeferde, 


5 Lenuope. 1 

Tattypinces ,cemeber p pour power 
Mis tranſttory,and no whyle abpdyng 
dg this tragedie Hath rehearſed here 
By cuſdences fulnotable in ſhewing3 
And by examples in ſubſtance wit ne ſſing, 
that al ticantes platnly to termine 
mot from thetr ſtate ſodeinly decline. 


hebus is freſheſt in his midday ſphere 
is beames bughteſt a hotteſt out ſpꝛeding 

but cloudplkies ful oft appꝛoche nere, 
to rclipſe his light w thetr vnware comig « 
None earthly toy is long here abiding, = 
teto of Tita which ſtotdimele doth (Hine 
pct tawatd night his ſtremes down decline 


Whan that foztune is faireſt of her chere, 

by apparence and moſt blandiſhyng. 

than is ſhe falſeſt eche ſeaſon of the pere, 

her ſodein chadiges now vp now down tux⸗ 

4 nightmgale in Map doth freſhly ſig (nig 
ut aback winter tan ſomer vndermine, 

aud al his freſhnes ſodt inl p decline. 


Al eatthly bliſſe dependeth in a were, 

ins balaunce vneuenlp hanging: 

O pꝛintes pꝛinceſſes moſt ſouerain x ftere 
in thts tragedie cone iueth by redyng 
how þ eſtates by full bnware chaungyng, 
whi(ld ful woꝛth their liues did fine (cime 
wha frd their nobles thei were made to de: 


¶ Ot mtghtye Jabin king ok Cananezof 
quene Jocaſta and howe Thebes was de⸗ 


ſtroped 
The. ix. Chapter. 


O muſt J watte p great fodeim fall, 
Ok mighty Jabtn fo his tniquitte, 


The fyꝛſte 


which vnto Tewes was enup full moxtall 1 
with ſrepter # croune reining tn Chanaue 
and vpon Afrike had the ſouecraintte 
rebell to god and lift hym not obey, 

but euer ready his people to warrey. 


The loꝛd abone ſeing his tit ann, 

foꝛbate his hande with full long ſuffraiice 
and was not haſty on his obſtinacie 

Like his deſert fo: to do vengeaunte: 

but aye this Jabtn by ronttnuaunce 
enduced koꝛth in his curſednes, 

til that the Cweozd of godde s tight eouſnes 


Was whet apeinſt him. this trrit to chaſtice 
and to repzeſſe his rebellion 

From his kingdome the ſtoꝛp doth deutle, 
mid of his pꝛide he was pulled vowne; 
texemplifpe where dominacton 

is founde wilfull,tracth touercaſt 

god will not ſuffer they; power long laſte, 


Foꝛ this Jabin found alvoap frowary 
of high diſdein leſt not the lozde to knowe 
therfoze his power D2ough alwal backward 
and his empire was after xbzought ful low 
his ropal fame foꝛtune hath ouerthzowe, 
his name eclipſed that ſometime ſhone ful 
of great Ciſon beſtde the riuere, (riers, 


Ok quene Jocaſla Bochas doth cke ᷑ dite 
pꝛinceſſe of Thebes a mighty great citte, 
of yer vnhappes he dolefully dothe wits 
FImagineng how he did her ſee 

to hym appeare in great aduerſitee, 
like a woman that would in teres reyne 
foz that foztune gan, at her ſo dildepne. 


And though ſhe wer defaced of fygure, 
there ſhewed in her a maner mateſtic 

of quenely houoGr.-plainely to diſcute 
Her inkoꝛtunes and her infelic tite 

and to declare plainly how that ſhe 

of all pꝛinceſſes which Node in Nate 
She was her ſelf the moſt inkoztunate. 


Which paue to Bochas full great oceaſtũ. 

whan he ſaws her piteous ayparafle 

koꝛ to make a lamentacton 

Of vncouth ſoꝛow which dyd her _ 
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his aunſwer though it wer contraty 
: — 1 was - ons — dede: 

0 tolde hym and liſt no longer tar pe, 
Chat this chude ſhould verely in dede 
lain bis father and make his ſydes blede, 
And W his handes there was none other 
dut on his ſweoꝛd he muſt nedes deye (wat 


Che bing was heaut# tryſt of this ſẽtente 
' Cozowful in heart (god wote ) a nothing fain 
and caſt afoꝛme chzough his pꝛouidenee, 

tat bis ſonne in all haſt ſhouldbe ſlayne: 
uͤnd that he would not an houre delapne 
tet his byzth but bad his men to gone 
: tntoafozeſtandſley the chylde anone, 


* Like his biddyng p miniſters in 
+ taking child tẽder # rong ol age (dede, 
{ And in rafozeſt wth them thei gã it lede, 
: Qtobedenouredofbeaſtes moſt ſangge 
the mother(alagsYfell almoſt in a rage, 
leing her chylde ſo inly fayze of face 


Booke. Fel.rvit; 
* withatragedye to wepe and dewaple ſhall thus be dead, and dyd no treſpate. 
* her (mpo2table and ſtraunge deadly ſtryke. 
* which that ſhe had durpng al her lpke. Leitle wonder though ſhe felt ſmert 
| to all women J repozt me: 
he wzit ol her a ſtoꝛy large and playne, and bnto Mothers that ben tẽ der ofhert 
and of her byzth fyꝛlt he doth defyne, In this matter tudges foz to be: 
and akfyꝛmeth in his boke certayne, was it not routh, was it not pitie 
ſhe was diſtended ok a noble line. that a punceſſe and a que ne (alas) (caſe: 
In flouring age eke whan ſhe did ſhyne ſhould knowe her chuld deuoured in ſuche 
— was fo: het great beautie | 
vnto the kyng of Thebes the ente. Ifter his birth Layus tooke good kepe 
1 Ai without mercy, reſpite oz delaye 
which in his time was called Lapus. that vnto one which that kept his ſhepe, 
and whan her wombe by pꝛoceſſe gi aryſe This pong childe vpon a cectayn daye, 
the kyng was glad and alſo deſtrous, halbe del tuered in all the haſt he may, 
e chyldes fate to know? in ſome wyſe? to this entente it might not be ſuccoured, 
and thought he would go do ſacrifice, but that it hould of beaſtes be deuoured, 
- bntoJpollo to haue knowing befozne, | 
touching this child whan that it werbozne This ſatdſhepeherd goth fozth anon right 
the child beholding benigne ofloke xface, 
What ſhould folow in concluſtort, thought in his heart a in his inward ſight 
he was deſtrous and haſty foz coſee, He ſhould done to god a great treſpace, 
© firſtbythe heauenly diſpoſicton toſley this chyld,wherfoze he did htm grace 
And op the fauour ik it would be, toke f pꝛſt a knife aud dyd his buſy payne 
- of Apollos mighty deite thzoughout his fete to make holes twaine, 
to haue aunſwer among his rightes all VS 
bk this childe what fate (ſhould befall, Toke a ſmall rod of a yong Oſter, 


erced the fete alas it was pitce, 

nde him faſt and by good Leyſer 

The young chyld he hong vp on a tree: 
of entent that he ne ſhould be 

wylde beaſtes cruell and ſauage 


be ſodeynly devoured in their rage, 


Upon the tree while he henge thus bound 
- — by -_ —— 

range ſhepeherd [ d yfouny 
which that of petie # ruth toke him down, 
bare it with him home into his towne, 
made his wyfe foz to done her paine 
to foſter the child with her bzeſtes twaine 


And whan he was bzought fozth 4 recured 

and full made hole of his woundes ſoze, \ 

this young child which al this hath ẽ dured 

Whan he in age gan to were moze 

and that nature gan hym to reſtoꝛe, 

the ſayde ſhepeherd ß loued him beſt of all 

after his 1 did hym mw 
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| Foz Oedipus is no moꝛe toſayne, 
who that concetueththerpoſicion 
but fete ypercedthzoughout both twayne 
In that language as made is mentton: 
And to Merope wyfe of kyng Polibion 
the ſhepcherd of full humble entent 
began the chyld ful lowly to pꝛeſent. 


And fo: ſhe was barayne of nature, 

ſhe and the.kyng of one affecrion 

toke Oedipus both into they; care 

As ſonne and hepꝛe by adopcion 

to raine in Coꝛinth by ſucceſſion, 

the king the quene of Cozinth the country 
had the chylde in ſo great charitie, 


Let men conſider in their diſcrecton 
ſodatn thaunge of euery maner thing, 
this childe ſent out foꝛ his deſttuccion, 
And now pzouided foz to be a kyng, 

as though fortune aye double in werkyng, 
he that was refuſe to beaſtes moſt ſauage 
is now retemed to knightiy heritage, 


Deſtitute he was of his kynt ed 

fo:ſake and abiett ot bloude and of all pe: 
in tender youth his fete wer made to blede 
Heng on a tree and gan foz help to erpe, 
but god that can in miſchiek magutkp. 

and recomfozt folke diſconſolate, 


hath made thts chyld now thus fo:tunate. 


And pꝛo ulded to been a kynges heyze, 

of hym that ſtode ot death in auenture 
foꝛtune can ſhew her ſelf both foule # fapze 
Folkes bzought lowe ful wel aye in recure 
and ſuch as pactently can endure, 

and liſt not grutche apeinſt ther chaſtil 
god out of milchtefcan ſodeinly thẽ bung. 


But chan Oedipus was grow bp to age. 
ilpke a pong pztnce enereaſyng in nobles, 
tuſty and ſtrong,and freſhe of his courage 
Of auenture it fell ſo in ſothnes: 

epther by ſtryfe oz by ſome frowardnes, 

oz by ſome contek he had knowle 
howe he was not ſonne vnto the kyng, 


And by diſcent but a farre foztayne 


The kyꝛſte 


fot a time withdzawyng 


ing wat red them that wer on the mountaine. | 


wherupon ful ſoze he gan fo muſe 

and koꝛ to know and be put (ncertayne 
thought he would ſome maner pꝛacti ble 
and to the kyng he gan himſelfercuſe, 

his pꝛeſence 

tyll that he knew by ſome experience 


Oz by ſome ſygne bow the matter ſlode, 
thought he would done his diligence 

to know his father, and alſo of what bloud 
De was deſcende d, and haue ſome euidente 
touchyng trouth how it ſtode in ſentence, 
and hereupon to be certifped 

toward Apollo fait he hath hym hyed. 


Which tn Cirrha wozſhipped was þ tyme 
and paue aunſwer thzough his deitie, 

to kolke that came at euen and at pzyme 
Ok euer doubt and ambiguitie : 

and there Oedipus fallyngon his knee 
after his offryng had aun{wer anone 
toward Gzece that he ſhould gone 


Unto amountaine þ Phocis bare p name, 
andthcre he ſhould of his kynred here, 
alſo lie his fate the aunſwere was lame 
He ſhould ſley his owne father dere, 8 
and after that to Thebes dzaw hym nere. 
wed his mother of very pgnozaunce 
called Jocaſta though his vnhappy chice 


— liſt no lenger tarten ne abide, 

s ſayd Oedipus fozth in haſt goeth he 
and on his waye he gan anon to ryde = 
Tyllhe the mountaine of Phocts dyd lee, 
bnder the which ſtode a great countree 1 
called Citoyens, which that time certep ne, 


His father Layus thzough his chiualrye, 
with Citopens ts entred tntobattayle 
and Oedipus came with the partie 

Ok the hyll armed in plate and mayle: 
and as they gan eche other to aſſaple, 
among the pꝛeaſe at thencountryng, 

ol auenture Oedipus ſlew the king. 


Unknowen to hym that he his father was | 
baupng therok no ſuſpecrion, AR N 


Booke. Fol. viii. 
paſſed his way plainly this the caſe To the matter which that he cam fro. 
Ind etze vutznow he came to the rowne he muſtof kind reſozt ayein thetrtoꝛ 
ol m hty Thebes,wher foz his high reno And who cannot the menyng clerelyſee 
he was te cetued with ful great reuerence, he of this ſerpent ſhall deuouted be. 
becauſe that he llough in the yz defence 46} 3 

- Which Oedipus fulſober in his entente, 
Spbinx the ſerpent hozrible koꝛ to ſee, not to rakel noꝛ haſty oflangage, 
whylom ozdapned by incantacions but in his hear t with great auiſement. 
' foz to deſtroy the tone and the countre And full demure — mr 26 
Dy his compaſſed ſleigty queſtions: tonſideted firſt this perdous fell ; 
ugh man and chylde in al the regions, ſawe well tofoze that it was no tape 
' ſuch as not could by wyſedom oz reaſon and full pꝛouided that no wozde eſcape, 
make of vs pzoblem plapne expoſicion. T 
138: It good latſet with whole mind a memozy, 
who ſo paſſed by, he could hym not excuſe ſeing the earneſt of this moztal empuiſe, 
but the ſerpent him fellp would aſſaile his — atwene death a bictozp 
with a pzoblem, make ym foꝛ to muſe Thts quod he )platnlp to deucſe 
Called of ſome men an bncouth deuinafle is fyzt a child ,vohich may not ſuffice | 
v hich foꝛ to cxpoune who that dyd ſayle, whan it is bozne the truth is aldayſeen 
ä there was none help noz other remedye Withouten help himſelf to ſuſtene. 
= bycheNatute,but that be muſt dye. | 
; After on foure he naturally doth crepe 
And koꝛ all folke haue not knowlegyng fo: (mpotence and grene tendernes. 
bl this de maunde what it was in dede, + Nozices can tell which that do them kepe, 
Jill rehearſe it here in my waityng, But afterward bp he doth him dzeſſe 
= Compendiouſly that men may it rede: with his two fete the third to expꝛeſſe, 
= firſtthis ſerpent who that liſt take hede is hand oz benche oz ſuppozt of ſoine walls 
- wasin6ſtrueus, and ſpake apeinſt nature: to holde hym bp leſt he catche a fall. 
and it it kill that any creature, } | 
| | And afterwarde entreaſyng or his might, 
Man oꝛ woman ſhould fozthby paſſe, — — eons, 
phygh oꝛ lowof all that region, ol his nature than he goth vpzight - 
as J ſayd etſt there was none other grate Migytuy von his legges twaine: 
But il he made an expoſicion Than cometh age his power to reſttaint 
= ofthis ſerpentes froward queſtton, croked and lame like as men may ſer 
de muſt dye and make no defence, V aſtaffe oꝛ potent to make vp legges the 
ttzht which demaunde was this in ſentente. Ut 
, But whi feblenes oꝛſickenes done aſſade 


. gocthfirſton foure,o2 els goeth he nought 


The ſerpent axed what thyng may that be, 
beaſt o2 foule,whan it is foxthbzought, 
that hath no power to ſtande, go noz flee; 
And akterwarde if it be we ll xſought, 


after by pzoceſſe,on the,. and thi on twain 


and ett axein as nature dothozdetne, 
' Hegbethonthzee,andeft on foure apeitn, 


of kyndly ryght nature diſpoſethſo, 


N and in a whyle it foloweth in certepn, 


on hondes and fete he muſt bowe #lowte 
fo: troſſedpotentes may not than auaple 
Mhan luſty age is baniſhed and ſhet out. 
Tyan ekt apein hereof may be no doubt, 

with foure fete to earth he doth returne 
fro whence he tame, there ſtyll to ſotourne. 


All tame from earth and all to earth ſhalf 
ayeinſt nature is no pꝛotercion: 

wo dip eſtates echeone thet be moztall 
There may no treaſour — — 
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who climeth higheſt,b(s fal is fardeſt down 
a meane eſtate is deſt, who could it knowe, 


tvene high pꝛe ſumig + bowig down to low 


Foꝛ who ſit higheſt ſtant in ieopat dye, 

vnder daunget of Foztune like to fal, 

miſ chte f and pouertte as fo: theix partie 
Ben towelt dꝛought amõg theſe peoples al 
ſome folke haue ſuger and ſome taſte gal: 
Salamon therfoze mirrour of Sapience 
twene great richelles + atwene tndigece, 


Axed a meane,called ſuffcſaunce, 

to delde hym content of competent deſptce, 
not to retoyce of fo great haboundaunce, 
Ind aye in poue tte toſend hym pacience: 
ſobet w his pligp.m ſtattenes none oſtẽ ct 
as of grutchy nt but betwene toye a ſmert. 
thanke god of all, and aye be glad of erte. 


Earth is the ende of euery maner man, 
fo: the ryche with great poſſe ſſion, 
dyeth as ſone, as I rehearſe can 

A's docth the pooꝛe in tribulaciont 

foz death ne maketh no diucſtqy 

by ſingulet tauour betwene bothe plyrhe, 


ofthe poozeſt,and ot him that is moſt riche. 


This ſapd pꝛoblem concluded in this ceaſe, 
which the ſerpent gan Neightly purpoſe, 
that when a chude isftr\tbozne (alas) 
kind to dis dethward anon doth gi diſpoſe 
eche daya toutneythere is none othet gole, 
Experience can teache in euer p age. 

how this wozlde here, is but a pilgrimage, 


This ſapd Oedipus kyꝛſt in Thede sbozne, 
ſent to a fozeſt deuoured foz to be, . 

folids bꝛouqht fozth as pe haue herd toom 
And after dꝛawyng home to his countree, 
ſlough his father,ſo infoꝛtunate was he 
of froward happes kolowyng al his lde 
as this tragedy his foztune (hal deſcryue. 


But foꝛ that he thzough his high pzudence 
vnto the ſerpent declaredeuerydele, 

he ſlough hym after by kniahtly violence 
moꝛe bp wiledõ, then atmute made of ſtele 
State of Thebes can tell you full wele, 


that ſome aſpect came 


The fyꝛſte 


which was one taufe, it pe lift toſen ſquene 
where though Oedipus wedded hath the 


Called Jotaſta punteſſe of that citie, 
his owne mother vnknowen to them both 


and though ſhe wer ryght fayze vpon toſe, 


with this mariage p goddes wer ful woch 
fo: the ya alianunre nature gan to loth, 
that a motter as pe ſhall vnderſtonde 


'houldher ſonne take to be her houſbond, 


There was therein none tonuentente 

to be ſuppoꝛted dy kynde ne dy teaſon. 

but xf it ſo be the heeuenly influence 
Diſpoled it by the inclinacton 

of ſome falſe frowarde conſtellacion, 
cauſed by ſatut ne oz mars p froward ſterre 
foengender debate oz ſome moztal warre, 


In Chis matter plainly thus I deme, 

ok no cunnyng, but of opinton: | 

though he wer crouned wlcepter x dradene 

@0reigne in Thebes Coy mighty town 
d heauen adowm 

i(nfozxtunate,froward, and full of rage, 


which apeinſt kynd diſpoſed thts mariage. 


flouring a ceaſon by ſouetaintie of peas, 

and while he helde there poſſeſſion, ; 
Sonnes and doughters he had doubtlies | 
the kyꝛſt ſonne called Ethtocles, 
Polintees called was that other 


as ſayth Bochas the leconde brother. 


Alſo he had goodly doughters tweyne 
the eldeſt called was Antigone, 

the ſecond named was Jnrepue 

And both they wer tyght fapze bpon to ſes 
the quene Tocaſta myght no aladder be, 
than to remember whan they ware in age 
how goddes had enctealed het image. 


I was her tope and her felicitte, | 
to lee her chyldꝛen that werſotnly fapre, 
but oft = _ . — rg 

hope vnſured, whan apatre 
Cõtratious truſt wyl gladly there repatre 
where kalle wenyng in hert(s coneeyued 


ow 


He erouned was by aſſent of al the too ue 


Q 


_ 


— 


- 4s whan eſtates hygheſt of renoune 
deen from they; nodies ſodenl put down, 


| Cherx(s no glozywherhthat ſhineth here 
” but han bis laude bzightelt ts and 
She can eclipſe it wth ſome cloudy ſuye 
t vnware ſo oa one iy of enup. 

= ſeethof Oedipus an open emdence, 
which dy his lyfe hadexperience, 

* © partimpoztable ot great aduerſitte, 


* his 
Taz 


dn them eche one that wer of that towne, 


Cyus began to cncreaſe the moꝛztalitte 


ing encomb3ous, 


on, is to hym odious: 


and wozlt al and moſt contrarious, 


that kalſe foztune can ſo magnttye 


Ot high nobles and therwtth alſo, - 


os euer mepnt with full moztall woe 
ple he retgned in Thebes the citie, 
ful great royaltte. | 


and Jocaſta 


wehen ide countrey there kyil a peſttlenee, 


thepeople infectyng with his violence, 


| Though all the londe und all the region. 


in euery age,but moſt grtuouſly 


The infection ſpꝛed molt ſpeciall p: 
and ol p weoꝛd moſt rigozoully 


day by daye began to bite and katue, 
ol eche eſtate cauſyng folke to ſtetue. 


that euery man ſtode in ieopardye 
of they; lues touq bout the countrey, © 
Soimpoztable was they; maladye, 

that men might here the people clepe a crit 
dilpeiredſo wer they of theirliues 
vordot all ſuccour and of pꝛeſetuattues. 


Boke. 
' thowignoziice,which kel lolk daue deceued 


Tuhat thyng in carth is moze detcepuable, 
* than wan a man ſuppoſeth vereix 

in pꝛoſperitte foz to ſtaude ſtable. 
Ind from his coy is remeued ſodeinlpe: 

* fo where foztune is found tobaſly 

to triſe folke'(s gteuous to endure 

' foz ſovetn chaunges be hurtfulto nature. 


Anwart woe that cometh on gladnes, 


- is buto hertes paſſ 
and tho hath telt his parte of wealefulnes 


* Sowwſup 


F9l.rir, 


Thei ſought rut herbes and ſpices in theic 
* gi to ſeke foz help ⁊ to; ſuccours (coffers 
the cauſc Zquiring of pꝛudẽt philoſophers 
— — moſt — eh 

why that the goddes o ſharp ſhoures 
of peſttlence,and in ſo ctuell wyle, 

liſt them(alas)ſo mertally chaſtice. 


But among al. in ſoth this is the caſe, 
there was fofid one ful pꝛudẽt ⁊ right wile 
a Popbete,called Tireſias, 

Of pꝛopherpe hauing a ſoueraine pute: 
which that aFyzmed and ſaide in his aduiſe 
as bnto hym was He wed by miracie, 


- Phebus himſelf declaryng the oꝛacle. 


Cauſe ofthis ſickents and theſe maladies 
as the goddes plarnty hauc diſpoſed, | 
and Seneck waiteth eke in his tragedyeg 
Though the cauſe be ſecrete and xcloſed, 
vnto the tyme there be a kyng depoſed, 

which llough his father a raft hi of his life 
andhaty eke take his mother to hrs wife, 


CTyli this be done and execute in dede, 
there map be made no redempeion. 

but peſtilence ſhal multiply and ſpꝛede 

Aye moꝛe and moze th:oughout that reid 
tyli vnto tyme that he be pat downe | 
fro ts croune,which not long agone.  - 
his father llough among his moztal fone, 


Indhath his mother wedded eke alſo 
ayeinſt law, and apeinſt all ryghr. 

tyll that vengeaunce vpũ that cryme be do 
There ſhalbe warte, peſtilenee and fight. 
ſozow i great ſtrife #euery maner wight, 
of vengeaunce his neighbour ſhall hate 
bzother w bꝛother, a bloud blond debate 


This all a ſome there may be no ſuccour 
which bzought Þ people in ful gret heuines 
foz Tireſias the great diumout. 
Bypophecie told them thus expꝛeſſe. 
and at the laſt by tokens and witne s. 
men dnderſtode by ſygnes out ſhewyng 
this peſtuente was bzought in by the king 


And though the people gaue no credence, 
| tn 
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The fyꝛſte 


to Tireſias ne to his pꝛophecie 

the quene Tocaſta caught an euſdente, 
And in her heart a ful great fantaſie: 
Specially whan ſhe did eſpye 

of king Ocdipus the fete to be wounded 


how this rumottr was on ttuth ygrolided: 


Becauſe alſo there was a diuinour 

which tolde to ome þ Oedipus ſhould bee 
to Layus ,in Thebes (ucceſſour 

herby the kyna.the quene, and the titye 
Fyll in great trouble and great aduerſitie, 
wel more than J by wzityng can repozte 
fo: there was nothig p might thẽ recokozt 


Full oft in the day Joraſta gan to ſobone. 

Byng Oedipus ſobbe, crye and wepe 

in ſalt teres as thei would them dꝛowne 

Death crampiſhing into their hertgacrepe 
on day complaining on night thet — — 

curſpng the houre of their natautee (lleps 

that thei ſhould liue that daye foz toſlee. - 


Their moztal chance ther deadly aufture 
thetr foꝛtune eke which gan on the froune, 
impacient and doleful fo: to endure? 
Theer froward fate with her lokes bzoune 
thekyng foz yze caſt away his crowne 

and gan to race fo: conſtreintofhis paint 
out of his head his woeful tyen twayne. 


Day and night he cryed after deth, 

hatetull to come in any mannes ſyght 
moſt deſtrous to pelde bp the byeth, 

Wokul in heart to rome in anp light. 
Crooked foꝛ ſozow,feble to ſtond vpꝛighte, 
and ſpecially in his deadly diſtreſſe, 
fo: dzede and ſhame he dared in darkenes 


The cruel conſtreint of his moſt 
was that his ſonnes had him in deſpite, 
which gan his ſozowe greatly to auaunce, 
Foꝛ hym tofcozne was ſet all their delytes 
was neuer man that ſtode in wozſe plite, 
fo: lyggyng and deſtitute of chere, 

vnto the goddes he made this pzayer. 


Beſechyng them with a full doleful cheke 
vpon his woe to haue ſome compaſſion, 


and that they would fo; to aut᷑ae his ſmett 
Betwerce his ſonnes make a dtutſion. 


e che to ding other to deſtruccion, 


this was his pꝛatet ptainly in ſubſtance 
that eche on other maye take vengance. 


In yeres fewe kaꝛ their vnkpndnes, 

thet herd hes pzaper as ye han herd deuiſe 
the bꝛethꝛen two thzough theit curſednes 
Eche gan other moꝛtally deſpyſe 

fo: lacke of grate and falſe couetiſe. 

eche fot his paxtie deſitous in dede 

tofoze other to retane and ſut cede, 


And thas theſe bzethzen inf oꝛtunate 
betwene themſeit kyll at dCrericpon, - + | 
andftnally thus vnkinde debate, ; 
B2ought all Thebes vnto deſttuccion: 

was there made fyzit a conteticdon - . + 
yenterchangyng;p cche ſhould reigne a 
the other abſft to play # cum no nere pete 


- This was conrludedbytherr both alſente: 


and by atcoꝛde of all that region, 
Polintces rode fozth and was abſent. 
Etheocles toke fyzſt poſſeſſion, 

But whan the pete by reuolucion 

was come about, he faife of his entente, 
bato the arcozde denied to conſent, 


This was o cauſe of thetr bothe fireues 
Polintres thus put out ofhts right, 

tili Idzaſtus that king was of Argyues 
whiche thzough all Gzece greateſt was of 
tt vnto Thebes Tedeus a knight (might | 
his ſonne in lawe to treate of this mattete, 
andthe cauſe finally to lere. : 


Whether the kyng called Etheocles 


greuance would condeſrende of erueth andofreaſs, 


to ſtint warte. and to cheriſh peas 

Alter the acco2d and compoſicion 

to deltuer Thebes that mighty to one 
vnto his bꝛothet, which abſent was wont 
now that his pere was fully come about. 


But he was fal ſe, and frowar diy gan var 
Etheocles from his conuencton, 


fo: whiche Adꝛallus no lenger would —— 5 
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Ys if 


Bodke. Fol.rr, 
whan Tidcus had made relacton  . laue at ther feaſtes called funetau 
but called anone thzoughour dis region there fylla-meruell whirhe J tell Call, 


alt the wozthy both nere and fecre 
| apeinſt Thebes fo; tobegynne werte. 


Foz this cauſe like as ye ſhall lere, 
poltnices to fozcen his partee, | 
ywe dded had the kinges doughter dete: 
I meane Jdzaſtus floure of chualre 
whan Tideus did him certify 

touchyng the aunſwere of Etheocles 
and ol histcueth how he was cecheles, 


F.alſe ok his promiſe ⁊ curſedipe fozſwozne, 
ĩoꝛ to his truth none aduertence had he 

= ncither to the accozde þ was made befozne 
Ccucding p deliuerance of Thebes p cite 


* | butwho that iſt the ſtoꝛy cleteiy ſee 


und how Adzaſtus lay tofoze the town, 


And Cdeus thzough his hye pꝛowelle 


© faughtbythe way goyng on meſſage, 
t —— of Gꝛete a the wozthpnes 


' © with kyng 3dzaſtus went in dis viage : 
Andok the miſthie f that fel in that paſſage 


; fo: lacke of water tyl that Iſiphile 
4 nouriſh of Ligurgus ſo fayze vpon toſee, 


> CTatioht Cideus to fynde out a river, 
Ohe that did en fayzenes ſo excel, 

and how the ſerpent moſt ouglpok chere, 

= Ofking Ligurgus p child ſlough at p wel 
And bow Imp hiozax fell a down to hell: 
All to declate me ſemeth it is no nede, 
oz in the ſiege of Thebes pe mape it rede, 


Che ſtoꝛy whole and made there is mencid 
bt ether partie their tuiſſdce a their might 
ànd how A dꝛaſſus laye tofoꝛe the towne 
And dow they met tuery dap in fyght 

and Tideus the noble famous knyght 
ſo tenowmed min actes mat ciall. 
Was ſlayne (alas) as he fought on the wal. 


And howe the bzethzen met among p:es 
like two Tigres 02 kons that wet woode, 
with ſharpe ſperes this is doubtles, 

* Cuekiche of them ſhed others hert bloode: 


this was their kyne, à thus with thẽ ode 


Whan they wer bꝛente into aſhes ded 

of theyz enuy there fell a full great wonder 
among the bzondes and che coles red, 
High in the ape the ſmokers went aſunder 
the one to one partie and that other yoder, 
to declare the ſtozp me liſt not fapne | 
the great hatred was betwene the twain 


Thus foz theyꝛ y:e and falſe diſſencion, 
all the Loꝛdes and all the chmalrie 
wer ſlamno? Grece.and alloof the town. 
And rote of all mine autour liſt not lye 
was falſe aliaunce and fraternall enup 
and chief grounde with all the ſurpluſage, 
who ſeatch aright was vakendly mariage 


The quene Jocaſta felt her part of payne, 
to ſee her childzen echeofthem [leporher, 
her ſonne, her lozd,blind on his en twarn 
which to his (Ones was fadcr 2+ aſſo bꝛoder 
Foztune would it ſhould be none other, 
eke patras ſuſters which be in nuͤber the 
Span ſo the thzede at her nattuiter, 


Eke whan Jocaſla Node this difconſolate, 
and ſaw of Thebes the ſubuerſton 

the countrep deſtroyed, waſte, and deſolate 
The gentle bloud ſhed of that region, 
without comfozt oꝛ conſolacian 

— ſhe myght be nomoze appetred 
but of all hope fullp diſpepʒed. 


Criſt andheaup,penſife,and ſpake no word 
her ſoꝛowes old and new the gan aduerte 
toke the ſweozd of htm that was her lo2de, 
with mhich Oct us ſmoteLaxus to p hett 
ſhe to finiſh all her paynes ſmert. 

and fro the body her ſoule to deuide 


rooke her ſelf thzoughout on euery ſyde. 


She wery was of her woful lyfe, 

ſeyng of foztune the great frowardnes, 

how her defame and ſlaunder was ſo ryfe 

Ind of Oedipus the great wietchednes, 

alſo ot her ſonnes the great vnkyndnes: 

all theſe thrnges wayed on ber ſo ſoꝛe 

fo; diſireſle that ſhe liſt to liue no moe. 
Bochag 
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the famous 1yght eke of her nobles 


ok all eſtates he taketh ſo lule hede. 
Better ts to dye than live tn wietchednes, Pꝛintes pziceſſes which haue p ſouerantie j - 


The fyꝛſte 
Bochas wꝛiteth the floure of her fatrenes Foꝛ who ſaw euer kynadom oꝛ countkep 
Conſtreint of ſoꝛow cauſed it to fave ſtande in quiet of theyz poſſeſſion? 

but yf there wer reght.peace and equitſe 
Ind (aft accoꝛde without diſſencion: 
dopdof vntrueth and falſe colluſion, 


And all the clerenes of her dapes glade 
with vnware harmes ſhe was ſo oueriade 
of verpanautſhe that the her ſelf did hate, plainly declarmg bi example a by ſcripture 
ſomly contrary diſpoſed was her fate. kingdomes deutded may no while endure, 


Thus death deuoureth with his bitter gall Seethhere enſample of Thebes þ cite 
toye and ſoꝛowe deuopde of all mercy. and how that noble mightie region, 

Ind with his darte he maketh down to fal though they? moſt froward falſe duplicitie 
riche andpooze.them markyng ſodetnly: with warre wer bzought to they: deſtruct id 
his vnware ſtroke Cmiteth bndeFerencly their pꝛomiſe bꝛoken x they: couert treaſon 
fcom hum refuſyng kauout and all mede ſhewed bi their harmes (mpoſſtble to recure 
kyngdomes deuided may no while en dure 


better is to dye than euer liue in papne, ouer the people anddomenacion, 
better is an ende than deadly heauines, pf ye liſt liue long in feltcitie 
better is to die than euer in woe complain Cheriſhe pour ſubtectes,do none extozcton 


and wheras miſchief doth at folke diſdein and aduertyſeth ot wiſedome a of reaſon, 


vp wokul conltretnt of long continugunce, as thts tragedy doth to pou dfſcure, 
better is to die than lie in ſuch greuaunte kyngdomes deuided may no while endure 5 


Takethenſaumple hereofand a pyefe, 
of kyng Dedtpus that was ſo long ago, ¶ bow Atreus keng of Pyceno 
of quene Jocaſta that felt ſogret m | wought apeenſt his bzother 
And of their childzen remember eke alſo Cyteſtes, ſlewe his thzee 
— — ——ů — 
oztune a pes in petes, made 
was kound lo froward to them at al aſſayes s ts — 
ok their kleſhe 
Touthing Dedtpus pꝛoceſſe fpnd Jnone and dzpnke 
what ende he made in concluſton of they; 
aue Bochas wztteth howthe kyng Creon bloud, 
Coder fare earofthe owne Chapt 
ym karre out , . . 
where heendured mdlchieke.\0z0w # dꝛede 5 10 7 | 
tyll Atropos vntwined his lines thzede, Ochas the Poete autourof thys boke | 
C | hym purpolyng to gather and compel | 


| Hymre 
A this tr koure thinges ſee in this Ca dirett 
Tihe padeof Jabtn nnd falſe eee ae ede a bre ere digkide 
of quene Jocaſta the great aduerſitic afozne all other of Duke Theſeus, 


Cre — Loꝛde of Ath 
n Athens a kamous citye, 
of the two bzethzen platuly vs taſſure, right ſtrong and wightyon —ę— 


kyngdomes deulded may no while endure but at his backe Bochas dyd one ſee 


— — 00k 
memdꝛyng wtthin a lirle whyle, | 


me 


r hich cryed loude and bad he ſhould abt 


Boo dee. L | mſg 
de but who may ſooner another 


Fol. xi. 


man decetue, 


Bochas quod he)tro thee me lyſt not hyde than he n whom no malite mẽ concetue: 


my woſull caſe, ne in no wiſe ſpare 


my piteous compieint rothee to declare. 


Jam Thieſtes beſpꝛent an with wep 
* Honned in teres as thou mateſt well fa 


whylom ſonne ot the mighty kyng 
pclops , and boznc allo pardye 


bl que ne Hppodamia cxcelling of beautie: 


and fo: thou art deſ pꝛous to endite 


ol people vnhappy and they2 woe to wiite, 


My wyll is this, that thou anon procede 
to turne thy ſiyle and take thy pen blyues 
” 1:aue Theſeus take now oł him none hede 
But my tragedpe kyꝛſt that thou diſcriue. 


Foz J ſuppoſe that in all thy line 


urmounting 


: yheth thus began to ſhew his ſentence, 


O ohn quod he) J pꝛay the take good hede 
ny voe to tte that men may it cede, 


Alas my bꝛother roote of vnkindnes, 
Atteus called, of treaſon ſours and well, 
and finder out of treaſon and falfenes 
And all other in fraudhe doth pꝛetelle. 

* Whoſe couert hate is moze than Jean tel: himſelf alone to haue polleſſion, 
I ſuppoſyng of very innocence 

im him no malice dil ceit nozoffence, 


ut as bꝛother ſhould a bꝛother tryſt 
Ittuſtedhim ot heart, wa and thought, 


by apparence none other cauſe J will: 


Foz in his perſon J fuppoſed noaght | 
* beuct he could ſo kalle a thig haue wwought me to reſozte azetn to his pzelence, 


demed ot hym as ol mptrue b2other, 
wvening he had fattheull been to me: 


J ſawe no que ne J knew none other, 
in hym ng no duplicitee, 
But wo(alas, how might it euet be 

oʒ voho dyd euer in anp ſtoz pfyid 
bloude vnto bloude to be ſo dnupnd⸗ 


J wyllpaſſe onerto ten the wonthynes 
touch png theſtates of oure pꝛogenttout s. 


ok out kynre d, and the greatnobl es, 
Itel nothyng neither of our predeceſſours - 
noꝛ of mp youth how paſſed ben the floures, 


J TleaueM this and bato mynd call, 
TO. | . . the wetchednes that J am in fall. 
- thatthou {aw neuer a thing moze dolozous 
moe vnhappy.moꝛe frowat d. ne pitrorts, / 


Chan is (alas) my — auenture 
intompe table the ſozow 

bk quene Tocaſta moſt troful creatute, 

= N:of Oedipus his fate ape complapning 
fo: iny compleynt hath none ending, 

but laſteth euer and bereth me witnes 
no wo teſembleth vnto my heautmes. 


And with þ woꝛde Tohn Bochas ſtil ſtode 
= full ſobetly to peue hym audience, 
and in the place demurely he abode 
Co heare d lubſtanec of his moꝛtal offFce: 


My brother found 3 kalte occaſton 


aàpeinſt me and gan a cauſe fene 


to baniſhe me eut ot our region, 
And gan at me of hatred ſo diſdayne, 


vpon ine affirming in certatae 


m dur kyagdome which called is Micene 


© Jheuld haue [yet by his wife the quene. 


This he ronipdſed fall faffly of malice, - 
himſelf wel knowing that it was not ſo: 
aye found vnkynde and in his aucſe 

Not like my bzother but my deadly foe: 
and to encreaſe great parcel! ot my woe 
by long pꝛoteſſe in his entencion 

He pmagined inp deſtruccion. 


Ind his chief tauſe was falſe couetiſe. 
touchig this thing which he did on me kein 
and yet this kingdom truelp to deuiſe, 
ſhould haue be departed, of right betwene 
but apeinſt truth he did ſo ozdein(vs twein 
me to exile out ofthat region 


vet in his heart he caſt another wiſe 


to my vndoyng and deſolacton, 


to the place where he did me exyle 
Under a ſhadow ok kalſe colluſton, 
to make amaner reuocacion 


of bꝛotherhede he ſhewyng a etente 
To 


Fo be artepted as a bꝛot her ſhould, 
with ful accoꝛde ſtyl with him tabide 
all inturies of whtch afoze 7 tolde: 
On exthec party fozgear and ſet aſyde, 
that nothing after ſhould our loue deupde, 
but ok ene will and one intention 
Lead al out lyfe without diuiſton. 


wWherof the people wer full glad and lyaht 
ttougheut Mytene that mightye region 
at my teſoꝛtyng kyndyng euery weight 
Ready of heart aud o le affercion, 
me to reteiue into that noble towne: 
and none ſoreadp(by{ygnes out ſhe wing) 


to make me chere in ſothe as was the king 


There is no damage in tcompartſon. 
that map be like ned dy no teſemblaunte 
to fepned trouth and ſimulacton 


whan fraude is hyd Wa fapze countenace - 


pꝛetending trouth out wat d by dilcetuance 
and vnderneth of moſt falſe cntent, 
of dcublencs dareth the ſerpent, 


As vnderfloures is ſhzovded the dzagon, 
Foꝛ ta berraiſhe byſodein violence 

ſuch folke as haue noſuſceccion 

But truely mene tn their xuce innotente. 
tyll thei be caught diſputueped of defence 
as is a fiſhe with bait of falſe pleaſaunce. 
t yoke not ſeen to bzing hym to nulchatice 


Thus ſemblably at my hcme comming 


J was recewmed with cuerycireumſance, 
lite as halfe heire and bꝛother to the kyng, 


And he pzcetending(as by countenaunce) 
that he had ſo inly great pleaſaunce 

of my repayze,and of truth he tolde ſo 
foz retopſpng layde he would go 


Unto his goddes to do ſum obſeruaunee, 


fo: this accode and humble ſacrifice 


made his miniſters W faithfull att ẽ dance 


To wait on me in al theit beſt wyle: 
it nedeth not to tell ne deuiſe 

noꝛ by witing in bokes fo: to ſet 
halfe the iope he made whan we met. 


Firſt how frendly he did me embzace 


Thea: 


and how ko toy the teres on his face, 


full enteerly gan do von diſtil and rayne, 


that foꝛ my partie could me not teſtray ne, 
but that J muſt ot frendſhipfraternall 


wepe as dyd he, in his eſtate royal. 


The wily wolte that caſt him to deuout. 
the ſely lambe which can no defence 

noꝛ none help. humſelk to fuccour 

So ſeble he is to make reſiſtence: 

which demeth truth ok falle apparente, 
what wonders it the fraud not concemed 


though ſuchlambes vnwarely be decetued 
Though b roſes at midſomer be ful ſote 


yet vnde rneth is hid a full ſharpe ſpine 
ſome freſh floures haue a full bitter rote 
and lothſom gal can ſuger eke vnder mine 


in dꝛedkul tozmes Þ (line amõg doth ſhine 


ar d vnder a ſhadow of feed krendſhp, 
there is no ktẽ dſhip lo perilous foꝛ to dzere 


bus temt̃bꝛing þ faithtun woꝛdes ſtable 


of my bꝛother ſhe ved vnto me 
at our meting the kiſſing amiable, 


thaſſured couenauntes at our fraternitee, : 


ut off time men may behoid and ſee, 


that lilies growen amog theſe neties thick F 


and tloute delice amid theſe wedes wicke 


Ttus v hile J relle d in the kinges houſe 
not hing adueiting his deadly crueltte, 
his olte hatred was ſo venimous. 

and ſo odible to deſtroye me, 


himſelf tauenge he toke my childzen thꝛet 


and ſtkerly,is it not a wonder, 


he cut their thiotes with a knife aſunder. 


Foz he thought that it drd hym good 
them to diſmember into peces ſmale 
and in a veſſetl foz to gather their blood 


while thet lay ſtil a loked on him full palc: F 


(This was his dede in a deſert vale 
within a caue that no man (ſheuldeſpye 
treaſon conſpired of his falſe tirannte. 


Thts was the ſubſtaunce of his ſacrifyce 


to ſlep my chyldꝛen a do their totes blede 


I trowe the goddes therof did agriſe 


ofbarily gladnes uit hin his armes twein Ok his falſe offering when thettok? hede. 
| | He 


FSR Nenne eren eee 


ne neren eee ele 


Wane mn 


pe dyd their inembzes after roſt and ſede. 
Ind with this viande moſt abhominable, 
he made be letued me at the table. 


In couert cruſes al ſo thus it ſtode, 

to ſtauch my thxuſt thugh his cruel vegace 
he made me vnknow to dzinke their bloude 
mas not this thing to Gods diſpleaſaunce: 
pes dare ſapen foꝛ by demonſtraunce, 
* Upon thys dede veithout moe obſtacle, 
Che ſunne in heaven ſhewed a miracle, 


which ſoꝛe agryſed might not beholde, 
with his beames theron to call his ſight, 
Fo: diſpleaſaunce his clerenes gan withold 
* Indfoz vengaunce to vithd;awe his light 
the dayturning fozhozrour vnto night, 
whe he ſhone bzighteſt in his midday ſphere 
* Shzouded his face and would not appete. 


But J(alas)vpon this caſe hoꝛtible, 
that could not ymagine, neither thinke 

* Pnanymatter that was ſo odible; 

tat ok theyꝛ fteſhe,4of theit blud did dunke, 
which ſo ſoze doth in myne heart ſinke 
that J map not touching this auenture, 
the tirxcumſaunces foz conſtrepnt dilcure, 


It nedeth not me to make rehearſaile, 
Touching mine exile ot al maner chynges, 
Ok duuerle ſoꝛowes that me did aſſayle, 

my wokul ſighes. ne my s weptnges 
noꝛ vpon nightes my doloꝛous wakynges, 
My pouerte. noꝛ how J ltod? in dꝛede 
Co lele my iyfe, wherof Bochas take hede, 


Ind remembꝛe al the ſyꝛcumſtaunce, 

Ik euet thou ſawe of high oz lowe degree 
Moꝛe contrarye.oz moze vnhappy chaunce, 
* thenthou heard remembꝛed here of me 
Weye in balaunces my ſozowes,X*let le 
Ik any ſoꝛout oꝛ miſchiekes bnrecured 
May counterpeyce to that J haue indured 


Myne inkoztunes J found them ap ſo fell 
| kithout fauour and ſocour diſpurueyed 

+ Wybzotheron me euer ſo cruel, 

that J full oft deſired to haue dyed, 

Foz to thys dap my ſpꝛite hath be conueyed 
* Withſozowe and woe deuoide ok al refuge, 


Booke. 
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mherkoze Ipꝛay (O Bochas) be my tudge, 


Ind in thy wꝛyting lc aue me not behynde. 
no: in thy boke that thou not dildeyn, 
among tho folke that thou haue me in mind 
which that foz ſoꝛow, we pe, weyle and ple yn 
And thus Tyeſtes reheacſing al his pain, 
Like as he would himſelk on pieces tend, 
Made vnto Bochas of hys tale an end. 


C How Atreus accuſed htmſeif of murdꝛe, 
ſt his bꝛother vyon auoutrye done Euros 
pa the Quene. The. xi. Chapter, 


Treus after with a full pale chere, 

And ok enupe full dead in hys viſage. 

Unto John Bochas he gan appꝛoche 
liche as he had be kalle n in a rage, (nere 
and kurtouſſ y abꝛayde in his lauguage. 
How may this be, that like a man wer wode 
Cyeſtes hath his venome lowe abzode⸗; 


And like a tibaulde fal y me accuſed, 
Notwithſtanding that J fulclerelyſee 
mine intoꝛtunes, which may not be refuſed, 
ſoloze(alagYthey we che àyeinſt me: 

And though Tyeſtes falſe and vntrue be, 


and vnto thee Bochas with a face pale 


apeinſt me hath fozged here a tale, 


which in effect ſhalbe found butrue 
Jf IJ haue ſpace my complaput to declare: 
Foz Þ purpoſe to tell a tale ne we 

Fro poynt to poynt and foz no ma to ſpare, 
How he was roote ⁊ ground ok all my care: 
and cuen like as it is befall, 

reherſe Ichal Þ ginning ot my ſozowes al, 


Whilom when J reigned in Micene, 

of age luſty,fl,ouring in my freſhnes 
with my wife Europa that was quene, 
Moſt renoumed that time of her fayznes, 
Tieſtes then ground of al falſenes, 

As atraytoz his time dideſpye 

though his faiſe fraude and flattery. 


Cumpaſſeda mene within my citte 
By ſleighty wyles that wer cncomparable, 
To coꝛtupt my wiues chaſtitie, 


My bedde deuouling a thyng NILES 
[ts n 


— 
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And to the Goddes very abhominable, 
Uſing the quene to hys ſteſhly plealaunce, 
{Till vnto time that by continuaunce 


She by him had ſonnes two oꝛ thee, 
Echeone bꝛouaht furth in falſe auoutrit, 
Deming trutlythat they had be 

Mine owne childꝛen til that J did eſpye 
Howpß this ſwine thꝛough his falſe lecherp 
Thts Tyeſtes after Europa, 

Lape by his daughter called Pelopta, 


And by pꝛoceſſe furth a child Che bꝛought 
called Jegiſtus, which when he cam to age, 
as ſaith Bochas ſul much treaſon he wꝛou⸗ 
foz by his malice x his great cutrage, (ght 
Deſtroyed was all whole the linage 

Of Tantalus,which by his ltutng, 

In Frigta reigned as loꝛd and byng, 


But this Tegiſlus ot whom Þ ſpake afozne 
Falilybexoten,mine autour wzite thelame 
Of Pe lopta anon as he was boꝛne, 

To hide the llaundꝛe and alſo the defame 
Of Tyeſtes and for to ſaue his name, 
when that he was but a day of age, 

De was outcall to beaſtes ful ſagags 


To be deuoured, the ſloꝛp is wele couch. 


| mrlche gote, god liſt foꝛ him pꝛouyde 
To kollte him in hys tende youth, 
By dap and night ligging byhet ſyde, 


within the koꝛell thus he did abyde, 
Unto the tyme that he gan growe in age, 
Then to the court he holdeth hys paſſage, 


As bnknowto enery maner wight, 


where He heard abyding in houſhold 


Ok his kinred and how againſt al ryght, 
Tyeſte g was pꝛeſumpteous and bold, 
By hes diſceites cumpaſſed manifold, 
With Europa my wette to haue a doo, 
And on Pelopta begat a child alſo, 


VNhith was htmſelf,as he did vnderſtond 
Byeuiences,many moe then one, 
Wherfoꝛe of malyce, he falfly foke on hond. 
On me his vncle tauenged been anon: 
Fo: Tieſtes.chiefeſt ot al mp fone, 


Mine own bzother made Jegiſtas blyue, 


To make a ſwoꝛd thꝛoughout myhert ryue 


Thug by this murdꝛe conſpyzed by treaſon 
On me Atreus ligging pale and dead, 
Came Tieſtes to haue poſſeſſion, 

and ſet acrowne vntuſtly on his head, 

De nother had conlcience noꝛ dꝛead, 
Routhles to ſee mp woundes blede. 

with this that he might in my land ſuccede. 


Chiſſame egiſtus ful falſiy in hys lyfe, 
as a pong bꝛaunche ſpꝛong out of treaſon, 
Lay by Clytemneſtra, whiche was the wilt 
Ok the noble woꝛthy, d yng Agamemnon, 
Ligging at a ſiege totoꝛe Troy towne. 
And this Zearſts,which is a thing not fan 
murdꝛed him allo in Gꝛece, at his repayze, 


Tcherfoꝛe (O Bochas)of heart Jpzay the. 
which of theſe ſtoues is now molt terrible, 
Of Oedipus, Jocaſta oz of me: 

Tell on anon if it be poTible, 

which of their ſoꝛowes is fond moſt peiniblt 
Of Theban bꝛethꝛen, moſt ful of wo Ftene, 
Oz of vs tweine, bꝛethern of Byeenes | 


am aknow as fo2 my party, 

Of vengaunce J dida cruel dede, 

IJ ({ough his child:enof malice and enup. 
and rolled them when that they wer ded, 
Onlybecauſe if thou liſt take hede, | 
That he begat tht᷑ as roote of al this ſtryfs, þ 
Upon Caropa,which that was my wite. ' F 


Such hateful thinges eche mã ſhouldloth, Þ 
which apperteyn to murder and to treaſon, j 
Thus map I lay we been dnhappy both, 
He kyꝛſt by trelpate of foꝛntcacion 

Done by the quene, within iy region. 
And I dellaundzed on that other ſide 
Ok haſty vengeaunce,to been an homicide. 


My bedde he fouled by his anoutry, 

To god and man a thing moſt deteſtable. 
And J ok malice and falſe melantoly | 
ſlough his childꝛen, and ſerued the at table, 
Thus enterchanging if it be commendable 
Eche was deſp;ous,th:ough our vnhappye 


vpon other foz to do vengatice, (chaiicy 
| Out 


ut 


on 


* Punces pꝛinceſſes doe your beſp cure. 


Booke. 
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Our q treat hatred moſt odious found at all, ¶ Ok Duze Theſeus and I tiadne that ſa⸗ 


Out — dedes w2ought on other lyde, 
Senecrehearſeth them ineſpectall 

In tragedies and there he doth deuide 
Our complepntes out malice and out pꝛide 
our fatall end, in ſoꝛow and miſchiefe fyned 
when Atropos our liues thzede hath twined 


when John Bochas had fullyeſpyed, 

Of theſe two bꝛethern the accuſactons, 
and how they had maliciouſly replyed 
Eche apcinſt other in their diſcencions, 

He gan dull y to heare their mocions, 

Put vp his pen, and wꝛote not moze a woꝛd 
Ol their kury ne ok their falſe dil coꝛd. 


CLenuoy, 


dis tragedy ſheweth a figure, 

a manet of ymage,andalſolikenes, 
Pow contraryitis to nature, 
Bloud vnto bloud to ſhew vnkindnes? 
This workul ſto2ye can beate witnes, 
All ſuch debates been as ye ſhal kynd, 
Pateful to God and contrary vnto kind. 


Fo: there is none moꝛe d2edeful auenture, 
than in kynred to frud krowardnes/, 
Noz no damage moꝛe perilous to endure, 
than in frendchip when ther is ſtrangenes 
a maner partie by exaumple J dare expꝛeſſe 
To ſene the tree debate agayn the rind, 


- toGodwerhateful,# contrary vnto dend. 


Euerp beaſt and euery creature 
Loueth his ſfblable,of kindly right J gelle 
and whe one truth twem herts doth aſſure 


© Undepartedof veryperfectnes, 


It wet a vicious froward curſednes, 
Theirloue lo xnit.to loſe it oz vnbynd, - 
Hate ful to god and contrary vnto zynd. 


Fro you tauoyde ſtrife, fraude # doublenes 
Kemembye pou vpon the vnhappy eure 
of theſe twoa bzethze x of their wꝛetchednes 
and or their both malicious wilfulnes, 

and how ther ſtriues haue this wel in mind 
to wg was hatetul and conttatybnto kind. 


| This toun was nobie b by title ofother rhe 
By luceoſſto n ot Dukes and of 


ued hys Iyfe in the caue and ho we he lpke 8 
koꝛſ woꝛne man foꝛſoke Her, + wedded fayꝛt 


Phe da, which afte rward ſlough het leite 


¶ The. xi. Chapter. 
Thenes whilom 
Aa han it was in his floures, 
2A Was called Route, 
Okt philoſophers wyſe, 
Piinces of poetes and expert Ozatonrs, - 
Sonne ok al ſciences as tletkes can deuiſe 
Whence al cunntng moſt clere ly did aryſe, 
Named of Gꝛete the lanterne and the light 


which chzow al erth ſhed his beames dꝛight. 


With noble tytles which been out of niibye, 
In cuery coſt his tenoun did ſhyne, 

the fame therof was clipſed w none bmbze 
Al other ſcholes it didſoenlumine,” 
Foꝛ in that citce plainly to termine 

ofthe. vu. artes, as doun fro one hedſpꝛing 
thetꝛ tan out riucrs Gen of al tuning 


Theſe ſciences were liberal, - | 
Onelyof fredom, kran A and libertie, 
Foz of a ſtocte that wer pꝛoued thꝛall, 
there ſhduld no b dpi that eiti 
But the pike blud that wer four free, 
Both by diſcent and lineal high nobles, 


There toleoley eas dau intereſle 


This cutte was Cacredts Minerue,! - | 
Foꝛ their wildome and their ſaptence;- 
Of Mercure the koaftes kheyobſerye; 
Fo: Rethozthe and for eloqnences *f-— 
And mighty Mats paile them infſrrenve, - 
With — aſpectes, theix partie toamende, 
Nodies of knghthod haf elergyto veffo. 


and moſt reckned in p 


11 8 
Among wheeh.Ouke Thefeus by lage, 
Hens 2 
Extelling al o — — and manhede 
that euer darch erounee NT 
Fox to that entie though hes high noble 
Jn ther: oeffers.tuch 2 ara — 


He yaue to them by his expert pzowelle, 
Of his tryumphes lo great haboundaunce, 
and (ſpecially they? renoun to auaunce, 
Ye made the free. thepʒ trewage foz tolete 
apcinſt Minos, the mighty kyng of Crete. 


Fo by his fo:ce the ſtoꝛyis wel touth, 
Them to fraunchiſe and al that cegion, 
The Minotaure he ſlough in tender youth 
and afterward he of deuocion, 

to acquite htmſelfe like a champion, 
therof made ſolemne ſacrifiſe 

to Jupiter. in moſt humble vole, 


And in a Theatre called Marathon, 
Duke Theſeus had this victozy, 

After he went to Colchos with Jaſon, 
Chiet ot counſell as made is memozy, 
and by pꝛoces to augment his glozy, 
with Hercules his bzother to conue pe, 
ayetult Ama ones he went to wertep. 


Conquered them his manhod was wel ſeen 
His foꝛce, his noble ſſe, in that moztal ſic pte, 
and after that Ipolita the quene, 

this CTyeſeus toke vnto hys wife, 

and koꝛ his bzother he lit ieopard his lyke, - 
Puke Pirithous whan he did bndertake, 
the Centaures to dutray fo; his ſake, 


Thele Centautes poetes ſpecikpe, 
and Serupus maketh mencton, 

How they wer whilom engendzedof aſkye 
whan firũ they; father called Jxion, 

was enamoured ful many a day gon, 
Upon Juno becauſe (he was ſo fape. 
Gouetneſſe and Goddelle of the ape. 


This Ixion was her lecretary, g 
and fo; her fayzenes and excellent beautte, 
Loued her ful hote albe (he was contrary 
Gove 
herſelf tranſfozmedcas (he þ might a coud) 
Into the l\cnes ot an heauenty cioude. 


This Jrion playnly ſuppoſing 
— 
Ok his kol p. the — — 
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Realmes to conquere and holde poſſeſſion; | 


And w their medlig betwene the farth they 
p cẽtaures, theſe beſtes meruclous(bzought 
which ok nature been found contratious. 


Halte man halfe ho:ſe,parted thus in twein 
and wonderful by their dil ertpeton, 

Ok ſalſe malice did themſeit ozdeyne, 

On Pirtthous to make inuaſton, 

And him to put out ofpolſeſſion 

Ok hes wyke called Ypodamen, 

And her to rauiſhe, maugre al his men. 


There wer of them an hundzed in numbze 
Swift as the wind in their courſe trennung 
which of malice caſt them to encumdꝛe. 
Duke Pirithous the day of his wedding, 
and to rauiſhe his wife at their coming. 
It koꝛ his partie there wer no defence, 
apeinſt thepz power to make ceſiſtence. 


But Theſeus liſt not to delay, 
Teen 

pꝛſt t entaures p did outrap 
So moztally.thep durſt him not offend, | 
after this conqueſt to hell thep deſcend, 
Duke Pirithous and wozthy Theſeus, 
Maugre the daunger of cruel Cerberus, 


There they rauiſhed in thetr moꝛtal tene. 
thzough thetr knighthod tt pe iſt to lere, 
Diſpite of Pluto, Mꝛoſerpina the quene, 
which of er was the daughtet dere: 
And Pitithous fond fyꝛſt the manere 
Ok wilkul fozce.thzough his high renoun, 


But by wꝛpting loothly of Ouſde. 
He playnly telleth how Dube Theſeus 
Areſted was in hell, and muſt abyde, 
By the fozce of cruel Cerberus, 

and Pluto was to him contrartous, 
@yll Pirithous to kynd a relees, 

the caſe declared vnto Yercules, 


Which of his knighthod a remedy fond, 
to helpe hys frend,didhis beſy payne: 
Fpꝛſt by his pzoweſCe,Cerberus he bond 
at hell gates with a treble chayne, 
andof his manhod he didlo ozdayn, | 


Booke. 


Duke Theſeus krom daũger to diſcharge 
Maugt y Pluto foꝛ to goe at large. 


They were in armes bꝛethꝛen both t weine 
loued as bzethzen togethet in warte + pees 
That neither coude vnto other feme, 

their like to (eopard + put the ſelf tnpzees, 
And both as bzethzen were called Yercules 
to ſignifpe, poetes can well tell, | 
This name in conqueſt all other doth excel 


Byoldtime they that were pereles, 


fioꝛ their nobles in diuers regions, 


Al they koꝛ mahode were named Hercules, 
ſuch as were notſed fo: famous champios 
Tigres to Daunt Boes and Lions. 

and renoumed among them cuecychone, 
Bochas affirmeth that Theſeus was one. 


Firſt as I ſated by his knightly trauatle 
whan Athenes (tode in deuiſion 

Among them ſelfe by warre ⁊ by battayle, 
by his wiſedome and his diſcreſion, 


he ſet accoꝛd within that noble toune. 


the that were exfled a ſtode in none certein, 
He of his knighthode made the reſoꝛt agein 


e raue the lawes v herby they ſhould the 
ble ſtatutes founded ol reaſon (gre 
Set among them ſo pꝛudent poleſy, 
in theicltuing, that no diſſencion 


Should ariſe by none cccaſion 


amonge them ſclf,,n high o2 lowe eſtate, 
Pꝛouidyng euer that there were no debate 


' Thus gan the citie enereaſe and multiplie 


to ware famous of wiſedome and riches, 
There ſpꝛong the wel firſt of Philoſophie, 
there firſt of kntghthode roſe p high nobles 
By Theſcus,Bochas beareth witnes 
Thus, thinges two like as it is founde, 
Clergie andknighthod did there habound, 


And koz to ſet the Cytte in quiete, 


he made peace thzough all that region, 


And ol knighthode he manly did mete 
the cruel ticaunt that called was Creon. 


Maugre htm made reſtitucton 
of loꝛdes bones þ were at Thebes (lame, 
To the ladies, voherof they were tull faine, 
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Thus though Greece abꝛode his renonne 
his knightly fame gd gretiy multiply (ſpzad 
And long in cope thus his life he lad, 
vohtle that foztune liſt him magutik pe, 
But ay het gladnes is meint w ſome enup. 


koꝛ ſhe froward, liſt no moꝛe ſoiourne 


With Theſeus but gan her face tour ne 


Iway fro him, wexe yeruerſe and froward 


of his gloꝛpe, vngoodly gan to dulle, 
doun fro her whele (he made goe backward 
ok his good fame ſhe gan the feders pull. 
Whan hes nobleſſe was higheſt at the ful, 
I meane the full ot his felicitie, 

There folowed an ebbe of great aduerſitie. 


And moꝛeouer, her frowardly to quite, 

hys vnhappes reherſing one byone, 
One,the firſt as Bochas liſt tendite, 

wan he lay in Crete among his fone, 

And out of pꝛiſone ſhould into Grece gone 
reparring home ward. # him ſelf withdzawe 
The Minotaure whan he had ſlawe. 


The firſt empaiſe that he bndertoke, 

was whan he eſcapedthe impoztable paine 
Of Minotaures,ltke as ſeith my boke, . 
and w him lad p kinges daughterne twein 
That he of malice faiſly lyſt diſ datne 
ayeinſt Ariadne, which that did him ſaue 
From the death whan he lay in the caue. 


Should haue be ſlame had not her ſocour 
in his repaire he toke therofnone hede, (be 
Deleft her ſole (n great aduerſitee 

within an yle in milchtefe ſoꝛowe # dꝛede, 
And faire Phedꝛa with htm he dyd le de, 
wedded her like a fo:\wo2ne man, 

Thus with vntruth his miſchiet firſt begã 


Howe Phe dꝛa quit her þ ſtoꝛp is wel knowe 
In his abſente.Bochas wyteth thus. 

MW han that ſhe within a little thzowe, 
loued ayeinſt kynd her ſon Hippolitus. 
But he to her was contrarious, 
Nouldnot aſſent to ſo foule a dede, 

Fo: ſhame he fled and parcel ede foz dzede 


To his father,fo2 ſhe dyd him accuſe, 
as pe tofozne haue the on ſeine 
aut. 


And 
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Ind fo2 he dyd her company refuſe 
he went away and came neuer agepne, 
Foꝛ ye haue herd howe that he was ſlatne 
Win a chartot, thʒzouah hys vnhappy chatice 
And howe Phedꝛa thzough myſthiefe and 
(vengeaunce 
Slouah her ſel fapeinſt all womanhede. 
Here in this boke tofoze as J peu tolde: 
Of which thing whan Theſeas toke hede, 
thought it was vẽ gaũce fo: his offfces old 
Joi he not quit him like as he was holde 
to I tiadne, which ſHould haut bene bis wife 
By whole ſotcout he ſcaped with his lyke. 


This infoztune and this vnhappy chaunce 
was to his noble full contratious : 
The death alſo was to him a vengeaunte 
of his ſonne called Ye: politus, 

Fo: ſozowe of whome this duke Cheſeus, 
with ſaltc teates ſoꝛe gan complatae, 

At the exequies of theſe ke tweine. 


Itrowe alſo it did htm ſoꝛe areue 
Duke Ptrothous whan he ſewe de ad, 


Slatne Wa beaſt ard miaht not him releue 


ena Oꝛchus hoũd which had a treble head, 

Whoſe tecth Hozreble of his blode were ted 

B&hich inkoꝛtune whan he gan beholde, 
Unto the death h: felt his heart colde. 


And keꝛ toreken the great wꝛetchedneſſes 
the vnhappie chaunces þ fu him in his lyke 
Among al hes other great diſtreſſes, 

was none ſo moꝛtal noꝛ none ſo ful of ſtrife, 
As whan that he paue credence to his deute 
Ph dꝛa caued, which ofentencion 
Compaſſed vatruly an accuſacton 


Upon Hippolitus of hatred and enuye, 
becauſe he nolde dae ſo great offence, 

As fo to aſſent to her lecherye, 

therfore of death he felt the Violence, 
Audfo2 his farher to ſone paue ccedence, 
Bochas foꝛbad hulbandes al their liues 
Without pzefe not leue to ſone their wiues 


No? be to haſty tales fo: to leue 

of flatteters in chaͤber noz at table. (pꝛeue 
Foꝛgets of leſinges mine auctoꝛ doth well 
to abide with loꝛdes that they be not able, 


Hereon he mateth a chapit le ful notable 
and of hys vunityng this was the caule why, 
That pꝛiuces ſhoulde examine eche partye 


Ot wil dome allo and of diſtreation. 

without a pzecfe not be parctal, 

Fdꝛ to a prince it is confuſion, 

Ik atwene partyes he be not found egall. 

Cauſed manpone fo2 to haue a fal. 

God ſuffredſuchnot long to contune 

With dꝛawith their grace à hindzeth they 
(kozruae 

Thus Theſeus fo: his haſttnes, 

his hap,his grace,diſtreſſed day by dap, 

The fame appalled of his wozthines, 

and froward foztune tn a watte ene lay, 

Fo: his defantes to hinder hym ik ſhe maye | 

Caſt ſhe wolde his nobleſſe diſauaunce, N 

And than his kingdome by diſobetſaunce. 


From him withdꝛough honoure x reuerfce 
full fcowar dly thꝛough all his region, 
They cf àAthe nes by cruel violence 

fill apeinſt him in tebellton. 
That he was faine to fle out of that toune, 
thus hath fo:tune derkid the bzightneſſfe 
Of all his nobleſſe, and caſt him in diſtreſſe! 


This was the ende by great contrariouſtie 
of Theleus after his dates glade, 

whan the freſhe flour of olde feltcitte, 
Foꝛtune aduecſe made them fo2 to kade, 
Eche thing muſt bo we whan it is ouerlade 
woꝛſhips x honozs whan they byiteſt Chins F 
Wich vaware chaunges tha ratheit done 
(decline © 
CLenuoy + | 


He vnſur? gladneſſe the fope trafttory F 

the vnſtable ſurenes d trãſmutacids 
The cloudy bzightnes,9 kalſe eclipſed glon 
Oferthely punces which haue poſſeTtons, | 
And Monarchtes, and domtnacions, 
Theic ſodepn thaunge de clareti to vs al 
The it popous ſuger is meint W bitter gal. 


This blind goddeſſe in her conſiltoꝛie 
with hir pleſaunce medleth diſcenctong 
After triumphes cor queſt x victoꝛre. (nes 
reuethtro pꝛurres their Sceptets 2 ctou 
et. KTroubl: i! 
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Troubleth the people with falſe rebetitons 
ſceth theſe Dukes which fro her whele been 
Al wozldlp ſugre is meint w bitter gal.(fal 


This tragedye maketh a memoꝛie 

of Dukes tweine, and of theit high renotins 

And ok their loue witte a great hutoue, 

and how they conquered divers regions, 

gouerned cities, countries and eke taunes 

till toꝛtune thett pꝛoweſſe dyd appalle, - 

Co ſhewe ther ſugre was meynt w — 
ga 

dinces pꝛinteſſes ſee how deceptoꝛpe, 

ten all theſe woꝛldl y teuoluctons, 
And howe koꝛtune in her reclinatozee, 
with her triacle tempereth falſe poyſons, 


So meruelous been her confeccions, 


ot frowardnes ſhe woll what ſo by fall 
Axe with her luger of cuſtome tempꝛe gal. 


CHere Bothas repreucth all them that 
. peuethhaſtycredence to cuery repozte. 


The .xit!.Capter, 


| Fathis Chapter Bochas in ſentence, 


repzeueth andblameth not onlye p2inces, 


But all them þ ouet lightly yeueth credece 


to euery tale and fable which is. 


 Repozted bnto them fo2ſothfaſtnes, . 


and liſt nothing do. as it were dewe, 


Co pꝛoue the trouth voher tt de falle oꝛ true 


Lough ſo be in euerp maner age, 
Folkes been diuers of conTicions, 


to tourne,plie,x chaũge in their coꝛage 


A 


On other partie with lodem mocions, 


And foꝛ to bowe by tranſmutacions, 

with euery wind, as done p vnſtable leues 

Which hange on trees, in fozreſtes and in 
(greues. 


Bout ok al chaunges that chaunge is moſt to 


and moſt fereful is chat variaũce (dꝛede 
uhan that pzinces which may p people lede 


Ben kound vnſtable in their gouernatice 


Foz their nobleſſe a their high puiſſaunce 


Allureth them by a maner of fourme, 


what euer the liſt to accõpliſh a perfourme 
Tocomen pꝛofite they may mol} auaple, 


Booke: 


| F9:.1rB. 
whan they deen ruled by w(ſdome a reals 
And tothe people they may moſt diſauapyle, 
whan they lace wit and diſt eaſton 
Thus betwene tweyne in euery regton, 
the people dꝛaweth who that can deſerne. 
To good oꝛ bad as pzinccs them gouerne, 


They map not be to hally noz ſodeyn. 

but doe all theng by godd auiſement, 

Keps them fr6 tonges that been on tweine 

not be to rakel to peue no tudgement 

And ok no fol kes whan they been abſent, 

leue no tales, neither peue no credence, - 

Til! that the party maye come to audience, 
(credence 

Some while hath hapned howe that ſlowe 

hath in ſome caſe be found full noyous 

But haſty credence J dare ſay in (ſentence, 

a thouſandfolde is moe perilous 

Fo: vnauiled al haſt is odious, 

to: haſt tull oft fo2 lack of reaſon, 

Of much people hath been detrucceions 


There is no damage that men can purpoſe 
more tobe dꝛed, noꝛ more lamentable, | 
Than a pꝛinee his cares to vncloſe 

to euer tale and to euerp fable: 

It is a token their hertes be not ſtable, 
wha they to flaterers their cares don apply 
Namely to ſuch that can well fozge and lye 


Folkes be diuers ſome falſe ſometrewe, 

tn diuers ſtudpes done their beſineſle, 
Some can ſtudpe to find out tales newe, 
and ſome fo: lucre ca mainte ne wel kalſnes 
And hold vp quarels ayeinſt rightwiſencs 
Pꝛetending truth vnder a falle entente, 


to hynder folkes which that been innocent. 


Men doe ſuppoſe it were a great folye 
that folkes (hould in their opinion __ 
Speake oꝛ pzonounce al on one partic 

Or hold one way in theit intencion: 

F 02 ſemblabl p as there is a diuiſion 

Ot coꝛages.in high 02 lowe degte, 

ſo is there truly a great diuerlite 


In reherſaile oꝛ repozte ofa thing. 
{oz to his part pe eche man is i | 
; Some 
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Some man can ſap wel in his rehearſing, 
rome mi is double ⁊ ſome ma diſſainable, 
Some men ſaytrewe, + ſome be bar(able, 
wherfoze a pzince,of right as it doth ſeme; 
Should wel examine afoze, oz that he deme 


Foz there is none moꝛe dꝛedkull peſtilence 


Thana tonge that can flattere and fage, 


Fo? with his curſed crabbed violence 

he enfecteth folke df euery maner age. 
Moe to tonges.frowarde of their lagage 
and woe to tonges falſe furious # wode 
Which of no perſone can ſap good. 


Bochas reherſeth it is right wele ſittinge 
that euery man other doe commende, 

Ind ſay the beſt alwaye in repozting, 

Fo: in wele ſaying may no man offende. 
Where mf ſay wele god wol his grace ſend 
after men be, men muͤſte the pzince vpꝛeyſe 
Like ther merites alowe them oz deſpzeiſe 


But where a thing is vttexilpe vnknowe, 
Let no man there be haſty of ſentence, 
Fo2 rightful tudges ſitting on a rowe, _ 
of their wildome and ok their high pzudece 
wil of truth haue firſt ſome eutdence, 

I meane ſuch as gouerned be by grace, 
Oz any dome fozth by their lippes pate. 


A pꝛince ſhould aſſemble thinges tweine, 
within him ſelfe full pzudently, 

Shet bp his domes bit wire lockes tweine 
One of the ſoule,reaſon foꝛ that partpe. 
Pꝛudente choſe out and ryght foz Þ body, 
and betwene both o2 he yaue aſentence, 
To counſayle cal, truth and good conſtit̃te 


Firſt to conſider with euerp circumſtaunce 
Diligently done theton his laboure, 
Ofdilcreſton to take the balance, 

and firſt wepout who is the accuſoure, 
And whether that he foz falſneſſe oz fattour 
in his pꝛoceſſe liſt fo2 to p2ocede, 

Yereof a pꝛince mult of right take hede. 


He mult alſo conſider by and by 

what that he is, which to him is accuſed, 
And whether p accuſour be frendoz enemy, 
oʒ whether he ſhal been acceptedoz refuſed 


The firſt 


In his accuſe he mult afoꝛe be muſed. 
and whether he be by repozt of his name 
A man wel noyſed oz ſlaundzed by dekame 


Jf Theſeus had been thus auiſed, 
and tonſidered ok reaſon the manete,. 
He had not ſo haſtely deuiſed 

His ſonnes death, like as pe hall lexe. 
Foz if there Had aſſembled be in fere, 
in his perſone pꝛudence and reaſon, 
He ſhould haue ſene in his diſccecion 


By knowleging of long exneriente, 

of his wife the great vnſtedfaſtneſſe (quice 
Which th:zough her froward copaſſing elo. 
was redy euer to bꝛing folke in diſtreſſe 
And in his wꝛiting Bochas bereth witneſſe 
ok their nature women can flatter and fage | 
And be ſometime to coptous of langage, 


Ilſo of-wiſdome this Duke Theſeus 
ſhould haue conſidered afoze in his antent 
Howe that his ſonne called Hippolitus, 

of all vnc'enes was found aye innocent. 
And how that he of cuſllome made his went 
into foꝛte tes during his pong age, 

To hunte at beaſtes which p were ſauage 


Renntng on fote as ye ſhal buderſtand, 
on hilles , valeys teſche wen idelneſſe, 
Mother of vices with his bowe in hand, 
Diane to ſerue, ot᷑ hunting chief goddeſle 
Sometime to hauke he dyd his beſineſſe 
Ehe vnto fiſhing he greatly was applied 
So that his youth was neuer vnoccupted 


Thus he lyued in wodes ſolitary, 

and of venus deſpiſedthe ſeruiſe 
Among women he would neuer tary, 
their fetowſhtp he did euer deſpiſe 

Foz he demt by ſentente of the wife, 
who toucheth pytch by aſſay men mayſe 
It fayleth not, he (yall defouled be. 


D politus ſawe well this thing afoꝛe, 


kept hym at large from ſuch contratiouſſie 


His grene youth he would not haue it lose 
to be defouled foꝛ lacke of chaſtitic 

Foz he liued euer in virginttte, 

And neuet dyd ( Bochas wyl not . 


Wodke: 


Nothtng that was to God eontratp. 


Thus ofentent he kept his body tlene, 
During hys life.both in and dede: 
whole mother was Hyppolita the quene 
Of Imazones,in OQutde pe map rede: 

But woe alas that Theſeus toke hede, 

Fo; a tale of Phedꝛa ful of gyle, 

without gylt his ſonne to exyle, 


After whoſe death ſome Poetes ſayn, 
Howe that Diatia foz his chaſtitee, 
teſtoꝛed hem bnto life agayn, 

By Eſculaptus, and yaue htm libertte, 
Jn her fozeſtes to hunten and goe free? 
Fo: which reſtozing as wpte Ouidius. 
as twiſe a man. men call htm girbius, 


But Bochas here I not what he doth mene 
Mahketh tn his boke an exclamacion, 

aye inſt weomen that piette is toſcne, 
Seith how their like, their generacion, 
Been of nature double of condicion. 

and talleth them eke diuers and vnſtable, 
Bealles reſembling that been inſaciable, 


He meneth of wemen ben bozne in Crete, 
and nothing of the that dwel in this cůtrye 
Fo; weomen here al doublenes they lete, 
and haue no tatche of mutabilifte, 


They loue no chaunges ne no duplicitie, 
Fo; duſbondes tnconſeotinntot arte 


Bleſſedbe God ß hath them made ſo meke, 
So humble and fearefull of thetr condect6s 
h men would cauſes & matter ſeke 


fo} 


Iyeins theit pactente tofyndoccaſtons, 
They haue refuſed al contradicetons, 

and thẽ ſubmitted thzow their gouernafice, 
onelyto mekenes and woman ſuffratice, 


— of al. fpeake not of one, 
tbeenpofeſſed vnto lowlines, (none 
the mai haue mouthes but haue thet 
Al teue huſdondes can beare herof witnes, 
foz wedded men J dare right wetlerpzeſſe, 
That haue aſſayed and had expettente, 
Belt can recozdok witly paciente. 


Fozas it longeth to men to be uro. 


whatſoeuer they ſay they canot coliterplete J 


Dots cher ſurenes meint with ſuſpicion, 


right ſo can weomen ſuffer pactently, 
and all wꝛonges humblp endure, 
Men ſhould attempt no maner creature, 


# namely wemt᷑ their mekenes koꝛ to pꝛeue 


which may wel ſuffer while nd man doe the 


greue 


Euery thing reſoꝛteth to his kind, 
as Bothas wuteth ſometime ok the pere, 


and pet who ſertheth,by pꝛotes he ſhal kind 


that truth a vertue may neuerfade of chere 
Fo: rightwiſenes wil alway ſhine clere, 

truth x kalſenes in what they to done, 
they map no while aſſemble in one perſons 


Fapth and flattery they been ſo contrary, 
they may together hold no ſotour 

No ſimples whith that cannot vary, 
Map neuer accoꝛd with a baratour. 
Netther tnnocence with aloſengour, 


Netther chaſtitie cannot her ſelf apply, 
Der toconfourme vnto no ribaudpe. 


Craft and nature ſue the p2ofeſſion, 
By the ozdinaunce ſet in their courage, 
And eche foloweth his condicton, 


as of the ſtocke the kruite hath hys tatiage. 


pilgrimes may go ful fette in their paſſage 
But J dare ſay how farre that cucr they go 
there bideth ſome tarrage of þ they cam fro 


Bothas maketh an introduction, 

n this Chapitle,of the high nobleſſe 
That punces haue in theit poſſeſſion, 

and by a manet laughing doth expꝛeſſe. 
How foz to ſet them in great ſikecnes: 
{Thet haue (artantes vpon them abiding. 


And mt of armes dap and night awaiting, 


That no mi map entre but tf he haue liſẽce 
the kro ward pozters ſtonding at gate, 

men abacke by ſturdy violence, 

t wer ful hard ayetuſt them to debate, 
watches bept early and eke late, 

xthf to aſſure on nightes when they tepe; 
the chamberleines the dozes ſireitly kepe. 


Men altygned their meates to aſſay, 
to taſt then wynes ell there wer treaſon, 


Such moztal dzede theſe loꝛdes doe atray 


Fol. xxvbi. 
And fumdohat fro ward as of their nature; 


u ho fedeth him qladlyß feareth him of poſs 
but pooꝛe folke franchiſed from ſuch dzede 
with ſuch as god ſent,merely they the kede. 


But Poetes that witten tragedies, 
heit compleyning fs al of high eſtates, 
Behearſing euer the pieteous teoperdies, 
heit ſodein chaunges x their wokul fates, 
their deuiſions and their moztall debates, 
and aye conclude their dittes who can rede, 
High eſtates ſlond ape molt in dꝛede. 


And groũd x roote ot al this moztal trouble 
as Bochas witeth and beareth witnes. 
Been theſe lers, with their tonges double, 
Themſelf aye foꝛſing truth to oppzeſſe, 
with whom flatte ry is a chief maiſtreſſe, 
And woꝛſt of al to their dꝛedeful ſentence, 
Is when pꝛinces been haſty of credence. 


Haſty credente is roote of all errour, 

A froward ſtepmother of all good counſaile 
ground of gret hindꝛing a d2edful diſſetuer 
Faircft of face with a ful perilous tayle, 
Gladly concluding with ful gret diſauaple, 
Next netahbour vnto repentaunce, 

to all that truſt and haue in her plealaunce, 


CLenuoye 


Rinces conſtdcreth howe in cttery age, 
Foli.cs been divers of their condicton 
toplye a tur ne. change tn theic cozage 
Pet ts there none to mine opinion, 
fo dꝛedetul chaunge ne tranſmutacion, 
as chaunge of pzinces to yeve a tudgement 
Oz yalty credence without aupſement. 


It is well keund a paſſing great damage, 
Knoven and expert in euerp region, 
thouah a tale haue a fave viſage. 

It may include ful great decepcion, 

Hid vader ſuge r gall and kell poyſon, 

with a frech face of double entendment, 
yet yeueth no credence without auiſement 


Let folkes al beware of their language, 
Kepe ther tonges from oblocucion : 

To hindꝛe oꝛ hart by no maner outrage, 
Pꝛeletue their lippes from al detrarcion, 


The firſt 


From champertce and contradiccion, 
Fo: leſt that fraude wer koũd in their intẽt 
Ne peue no credence without auiſement, 


P2inces pztnceſſes of noble # hygh parage, 
Which haue lozdſhip and domenacton. 
Voyde them aſyde that can ſtatter  fage, 
Fro tonges that haue a — ok treaſon, 
Stop your eares from thevꝛ bitter ſoun, 
Be circumlpect,not haſty,but pudent, 
Ind yeue no credence without auilement, 


C Of quene Althea, and howe Hercules by 
women was bzought to contuſton. 


¶ ye. xu. Chapter. 


Han Bochas had ſhewed his ſet te 
And declared his opinion, 
* 4 —.— that wer 


aſty of credence, 

He gan anon to make a digreſſion 

Fro that matter, and of intention 
toſearche out moe, his purpoſe to contune, 
(That wer doun caſt and hindzed by foztune 


And as him thought he ſaw a companye 
Ok many woozxthy, which to him did appere 
and among al,firſt he did eſpye 

Quene Althea, as ſhe gan nigh him nere. 
All bedewed her face and eke her chere 
With ſalt teares that piette was to ſene, 
which whilom was ol Calidonyquene. 


She was the daughter — — 1 
Wedded to Oene ot Calidonykyng, 

Ok chere and face appearing full pieteous, 
Her heere totozne,and frowardly legging, 
and in token alfoofcompleyning, b 
as wůuttth bochas,wherof he toke good hede 
blacke was her habtte a al to rent her wede 


A ſonne ſhe had Meleager he hight, 

In earth was there none fayzer to ſee, 
wel kauoured in euer mans ſight, 

And as Jfynd at his natmitee, 

Pꝛeſent wer the katali ſuſtern tee, 

vuth their rockes, and gan foz to ſpyn faſt; 

and toke a bꝛond.and into f̃yꝛe it caſt, 


And in that houre this was their language 
| Touching 


Teuchng this child. we full acco2dedbe, 
and haue dyſpoſed the terme cke of hys age, 
The ſpace concluded ok his deltinee. 

as long time whoſo liſt to ſee, 

Till this bzond among the coles read, 

: Be full conſumed into aſhes dead, 


But when Althea eſpyed their intent, 
, and fonceiuedthe fine of their ſentence, 
the roſe her vp.and the bzond ſhe hent 
Out of the fyꝛe, with ful great diligence, 
? Quenched anon the kyꝛes violence, 
Che dome cf Partas ſhe gan thus diſobey. 
Che bꝛond relcruing vnder locke and key. 


Touching the father ol this Melcager, 
Oencus of him thus doe J rede, 

F| powthat he went and ſought nygb # ferre 
Goddes # Goddeſſes, vohoſo liſt take hede, 
In hope onely fo2 to haue great mede, 
Fo: to them all Poctes thus deuile, 
ſaue to Diana he did ſacritiſe. 


"| Whecrof ſhe caught an indignacton, 
Ca ſhe would on htm auenged be. 

Sent a boze into his region 

Ful ſauage, and ful of crueltee, 
|  whichdeuouredthe fruite of many a tree, 
And deſtroxed his cones and his vines, 
That ſuch ſcarſnes of vitaples #of wines 


Was in his lond vpe n euery ſpde. 

That the people of neceſſttie 

Compelled wer, among them to pꝛouyde 
lome me ane waye to ſaue they: countree, 
And at the laſt they condefcendedbe, 

That Meleager luſty ot his courage, 
ſhuld cheſe w him folke freſh a yong of age 


This dꝛedekul boꝛe mightely to enchace, 
and furththey wet,echone deuoide of dꝛede. 
with round ſperes they gan him to manate 
But Meleager made fyꝛſt his ſydes read, 
Ind with a Lwozd than ſmote of his head, 
wherof the tountrey was both glad 2 fayn, 
and in this wiſe the tuſhy boze was ſlayn., 


And come bockes tel of this hunting, 
That a lady which that was bozne in Arge 
Called Atalanta doaghter to the byng. 


Bookk. 


One of his vncles was called xlexippus,. 


| Fol. xx vii. 
To ſtea thts bozè, toke on her the charge. 
And with an arow made hys wound large, 
Cke in Oude, like as it is founde, 

Becauſe that ſhe paue the fd wound. 


Meleager anon fo2 a memoꝛpe, 

(as he that was her own choſen knight) 
Vaue her the head in token ofthis victozy, 
But his twein vneles axyeinſt al ſkil + right 
1Raft her the head ok very koꝛte and myght, 
Hauing deſpite that (he in her auice 

Ok this victoꝛp.ſhould beare away pzyce, 


With which ininrie Meleager was wioth, 
Aye inſt them pꝛoudly gan dil de pne 
Pulled out a ſweoꝛd a vpon them he gocth 
and thyꝛough his manhod llough his vactes 
and after that did his beſypeyn (twein 
To take the hed,X with ful humble entent 
to Italante.agayn it to pꝛeſent. 


a manly tznight. a but yeng of age, 

That other brother named Toxcus: 
But when their ſuſter hearde of b outrage, 
how they wer layn.ſhe gan in her vilage 
were dead and pale (alas) fo: lacke ot blode 
when the elpped the cauſe how it Rove, 


Sht had no matter(god wot) to be fayn, 
Quene Althea to ſtanden and beholde, 
Her bzethzen tweyn ot her ſonne ſlayn, 
At the hunting of which rofo2e J tolde, 
Fyilt thinges tweyn the gan peiſe # vnkold 
Ok her bꝛethern the loue and nigh kynred, | 
and of her ſonne the haſty crucl deve. - It} 


And remembꝛing ſhe caſtethin balaunce 
Ok hertly woc that ſhe did endure, _ 
thought if che did vpd thet: deth vengancs, 
to lea het fonne,itwer aycrnſt nature, 
Thas in a werte long tune lhe dideubure, 
Het deadly ſoꝛowe pe yiiug cue ry dell, 
whether lhe that be teudꝛe oz ctuell. 


Thus tender J meane; her fon foz toſpare 
Oz puniſh the death of her bꝛethzen twein, 
Thus coumkoꝛtle s, al deſtitute and bare 

In languſhing (ſhe endured furth her peyn 


and gentdy can ſhe none other ozdryn, 
Saue 
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Saue fayn ſhe would aufge her if ſhe may 
But then came nature apein and lapd nay, 


It was her ſonne axeinſt al kindly right, 
Ok whom (he caſt auenged foꝛ tobe, 

To weomen al an ougly ſtrange ſight, 
That a mother deuoyde of al piete, 
ſhouldſlay her child ſo merciles pacdie: 
Nay nay notſo,nature woll not ſent, 
Fo: if ſhe did,ful ſoꝛe ſhe ſhould repent, 


But ofalas)all fatall purueyaunce 

Kepeth his courſe as ſome cletkes ſayne, 
But the w:yting of doctours in ſubſtaunce 
And theſe diumes replythere agayn, 

and affy2me the opinton is in vayne' 

of them that truſt of fate oz deſteny, 

Foz god aboue hath the ſouecaintte. 


And ok koꝛtune the power map reſtrayne, 
To ſaue und ſpill like as folk deſerue, 

Ape inſt is will they may nothing oꝛde yn 
ok neceſſitie what courſe that thep cſetue, 
But this matter al wholy J reſetue 

Unto dintnes to termine and conclude, 
which appertepneth to no folkes rude. 


But Althea of Calidonye quene, 

gan ſo:e muſe and henge in abalaunte 

Per bzeth:en dead when the dyd them ſeen, 
than was (he meued anon to doe vengance 
Upon her ſonne,by full great diſplealance; 
But as Poetes liſt foz tocompyle, 

nature made her withdꝛaw her had a while. 


Thus atwene pꝛe and twene affeccion, - 
She held her long on neither partie ſtable, 
Till that ſhe caught in her optntoa 

a ſodain tacour, which made her be vfcable 
and ha'ty wiath whiche is not commfdable 
aAyeinit her ſonne made her with her honde 
dutok het chiſt to take the fateil bond. 


Ind ſodepnly ſhe call it in the fp2e, - - 

And wexed cruel ape iuſt al womanhede. 
To execute het venemous deſyze, 

The fatal bꝛonde among the Pamesredde, 
ronſumed was into aſhes dedde, 

And furiouſ ly in her melancoly, 

the vengeauce done thus the gan to crye. 


The firſt 


O pe Parcas froward ſyſters thꝛee, 
Which of Joue ke pe the libꝛatte, 

And of childzen at their nauuitie. 

wayte his ſetence which that may not vary, 
wherſo it be weleful oz contrary, 

Ppon his domes takyng alway heve 
Howe that ye ſhall diſpoſe the fat all chzede 


Chou Lloto firſt takeſt thy rocke on Hands 
And Lacheſis after doth beginne 

by great auiſe, who can vnderſtande, 

The thzede and length to dꝛawe # to ſpin 
But whan tye ſpirite ſhal from pᷣ body twin 
Thou Atropos doeſt thy cruell pe ne 

Ful frowardly to parte the thzede in tweint 


J map well playne on ſuch departicion 
Not koꝛ o day, but {wo alas) foꝛ euer. 
ye haue vnt wyned and made deutſion 


Ok my two bꝛethꝛen + cauſed them diſſeuer 


hat here on ue J hall le them neuer. 
And J ok hal, (alas why dyd Jo) 


tauenge their death haue (lain my ſon alſo 


O ye thꝛee doughters ok Erebus the felle 


whoſ e ougly modze was the blacke nighte, 
And al your kynred and lynage lyeth in hel! 


And fo2 to auenge Þ wzong ⁊ great varight 


which that J haue accopliſhidin your ſight Þ 


J woll with pou perpetually complayne 


Lyke mp deſert endure ſoꝛowe andpayne | 
And while ſhe gan with hir ſelf thus ſtryu⸗ g 


Ppon hr ſozowes that were endles 


Ok her lyte here ſhe was ſo recheles, 
Ind Sochas after among all the pꝛees 


ſawe as him thought w a ful hidtous chert q 


Dead of vilage Hercules apyere 


whoſe father was Jupiter the grete, 
His moder doughter of kyng Amphitrion 
Called Atcinena,whylom bozne in Crete, 
Andas poetes tehercen one by one 

So extellent was there neuer none 


To ſpe ke of conqueſt, of bicrozte, ⁊ of fame, | 
Here in this wozld that had ſo great a naue 


Dꝛedkull ot loke he was and right terrible 
His berd eke black which hege full low — 


She made a ſwerde thzoughher hert ryut | 


2 


Booke. 


and al his heere as bziſtles wer hozrible, 
his robe alſo tu lmerueilous of facion, 
was of the ſkinne of a feers Lion, 

which from his backe of very fozce he rent, 
within a fozeſt alone whan he went, 


Jn his hande he bare a mace of (tele, 


which to behold was wonder large z huge, 


by apparence as Bochas felt wele, 
Dempt of reaſon as a rightfull tudge 

that Hercules had to his refuge 

wiledõ with force, fo2 toencreaſe his name 
All beaſtes wil de foz to make them tame. 


Ind bnfo Bochas he gan loude crye, 
take right good hede foz it is no fable, 
Jfoz mymerites to ſpeake of chtualrie 


N Ind noble truumphes am moſt cum t dable 


to be pꝛeferred moſt woꝛthy and moſt able, 


which haue accompliſhed al that map excel 
+ thzough high pꝛoweſſe ß any tong can tell. 


Eke of my birth in heauen full yoze ago, 
fully conceued my conſtellacton, 
p Joue ſayd vnto Juno, 


| Dnſuchadayin fuch aregion 
one ſhall be bozne,moſtmighty of renoun, 
nadel ok nobles both in warte and peas, 


of whom the name ſhalbe Hercules, 


* Che whiche dome whan Juno bnderlode' Noz 
bol Jupiter concewuyng the entent, 
and knew mp fate 
Co Lutina 
daut ſome ſain how down her lelfſhe wente 
to this goddes goddes of chyldpng, 

and her bel 


Chat ſhe would from Hercules tranſlate 
the inkluence of his natiuitie, 
help to reuerſe bis fame and eke his fate, 
And graunt it wholy to poung Euryſthee 
* andthat Lucina pꝛeſent would be, 


Id be ſo good, 
r meſſenger ſhe ſents 


t to graunt her her aſking 


the ſame houre by Juptter pzoutded, 


ii to poſſede all whole and vndeuſded. 
us to the mother of Euriſihee, 


Juno the goddes graunted her fauoar, 


| Therbpdiſpolyng that he cheuldde 
Mighty ok puiſſaunce, the an Emperoute: 


Fol. rx viii. 


but of his nobleſſe the conqueſt and labour 
and of his manhode the pꝛoweſſe 4 purſute 
by Hercules was fully execute. 


This Hercules had the trauaile, 
and Euriſtheus bare away the name, 


Ehe Hercules faught in plate and maxle, 


And high empties pzoudly dyd attame: 
but the repoztof his noble fame 

to Euriſtheus fully was finally aſcryued, 
thus of his thanke was Hercules depziued, 


Full oft in armes ſome man doth ful wele, 
and oft cauſeth that the field is wonne 
and of another that dyd neuer adele. 

the pzice out ſpꝛedeth lite as ſhineth þ ſũne: 
and okt it happeneth p he þ beſt hath runne 
doth not the ſpere like His deſert poſſede, 
wher falſe fauo; yeueth cuery ma his mede 


Fame in her palace hath triipes mo thi one, 
ſome ofgold that peuethj a full freſhe ſoune 
ſome man hath laude that deſetuech none. 
And ſome haue ben full wozthye of reuioun 
nothyng pꝛekerred by commendacion, 

as by repoztcs of ſtates high and lowe, 

ſo frowardly fame his trumpe hath blowe, 


Touching armes the pooze ne the ryche 
den not eche one of Heart couragious, 
all men may not be pliche, 

Nox of thetr name egal ne 1 
and though the pooze haue ben victo tous 
of auenture to doe full wel ſome daye, 
other haue pinched to take his thanke awat 


Oneſleeth the dere with an hoked arowe, 
whoſe part ts none pet of the dentſon, 

one beateth che buſh, another hath p ſparow 
And al the byꝛdes in his poſſeſſion; 

one dzaweth his nettes in rivers vp 4 doun 
with ſundzy bactes caſt out line and hooke, 


and hath no part of all that euer he tobe. 


An cuidence hereof ye mayſee, 

ful notable to be put in memo2y, 

of Hercules and of Eurtſthee, | 

fo: Yercules gate ape the victozye, 

And Euriſtheus recetued hath the gloꝛpe 
thus their palme parted was in — 8 
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Hercules thzow 


the one teloyſed the other bare the pe yne. 


Euriſtheus was a pzince ok Athene, 

ſonne and he pꝛe by diſrent ok line 

vnto the king, that called was Sthenelene 

Under whole might as Vechas dothe ters 
nightly diſcipline (mine 

pꝛdfited ſo moſt manly and moſt wiſe, 


that krom all other he bare away the pꝛyſe. 


* wol alas) that euer it ſhould fall, 

o many a knight. ſo noble and notable, 
that 18 pot ſhould his pꝛice appalle, 

£7 taute his courage foz to be vnſtable, 
which is a thing dolefull and lamentable, 
fxd his kntghthode,which is a thig to ſtrage 
that euer a woman ſhould his hert change, 


AF woll excuſe them becauſe they; nature 


is tochaungen heartes and courages, 
qpeinil thett power no foꝛce may endure, 
F02 iheit tlatt ey and ſugred faite langages 
like Sirens freſh of thetr viſages, 

fp, to enchaunge of pꝛinces the nobles 
moze than Yerculcs can bere herof witnes, 


@ hiis.Yercules aſtounted and aſhamed, 
viito Bochas ſhewed his pzeſence, 

ſary alas, my kntghthode is defamed, 

By a full faiſe amerous peſtilence, 

Co ſoꝛe conſtrepned by moꝛtall violence 
wherby, alas, my manhode was applyed, 
V ſleight of women oppzeTed # mayſtred, 


To take their habite and clothe me (n thetr 
to ſhere my beard# farce my viſage (wede 
with oxntmentes apeinſt all manhede, 

To make it ſouple and change my langage 
and to complaine moze of mine outrage, 
vpon my kingers fiue twoſe tolde, 


IJ had ringes richely wzought of golde. 


Thus was my courage changed feminine 
fo2 loue of one called Jole, 

of condictons though lhe wer ſerpentine 
Me thought the was fapꝛeſt vpontolee, 
that ali my ioye was with her to be, 

and that none ſhould apercetue my treſpas 
I chaunged both habtte,loke,and face, 


The fyzlte 


And was a woman outward in apparence, 
of entent to haue moꝛe liberctie, 

to vſe my luſtes and haue experience 
Of appetites, which that vnlekull he, 
wherof the launder reboundeth vnto me, 
that J dare ſay,my outragious treſpace 
doth al iy knighthode and pꝛoweſſe deface 


wherof(oBochas)Jpzat the take good hede 
fo: to deſetiue in termes plane and clere 
mine inkoꝛtune, like as it was in dede, 
That oohan other conceiue the matter 

or mine vnhappes, contagious ſoꝛ to here, 
they may by example ot me doe theit payne 


| from vicious lite their heartes to ceſtratne. 


Foz theſe foles that all wiſedom deſpyſe, 
and been contrary to vertuous dilcipline, 
may ycue example to folkes that been wils 
And been to them alanterne of doctrine, - 
vices to elchew and pʒudently decline 
fro fleſhly \uſtes,fo2 it is taught in ſcholes 


, that wile men been alday ware by fooles, 


whan Bothas had cocctued the compleine 
of Hercules, in his appearyng, 

and how his nobles by women was atteing. 
Chzough hes pituous diſozdinate ltutng, , 
he thought anone htmfelf remembzyng 

it had be ruth fo: to haue put in minde 
his vices all, and vertues lette behyude . 


Conſidꝛed alſo ft was (mpertinent, 
other by ſangage to wiite ayeinſ all right, 
and thyng that ſhould (nſentment, | 
the fame Amenuſe ofſonoble a knyghf 

oz to delcrees in any mans ſight: (warres 
his gloꝛious pꝛoweſſe ſyth Poetesfo; bis 
teile his rcenoune lo high aboue the terres, 


Foz he was bothe knight andphdloſopher 
aud foz his ſtrength called a Geant, | 
fo} comon pꝛotit ye proudly gan eke p 
toenter mto geo there the ker 
oenter into ethet 
Called Buſtris,of full eaiſe entent, | 


ſlough al irafigers fthzow his kingdbwſ! ; 


Fo2 Vnder acolour of liberalttie. 
vato his palace he gladly * 


frangers echone þ cam thzow his toũtrep 
andſo!emnelprecciue them one and all, 
and like a kyng bothe in chamber and hall, 
make them ſuch chere in all manet thyng, 
as appettemed vuto a wozthy kyng, 


But while his geſtes lava nyght and ſlepe 
mes falſe t aunt in full cruell wyſe, 
murdered them echeone oꝛ they toke kepe, 
Ind after that, this was cke his guiſe, 

with their bloude to make a ſacrifice 

to Jupiter, god ot that colntrey, 

of whole entent to pleaſe his dettie, 


That in his kynadom of fruites and grapn 
the londe encreaſedbygreat haboundance 
doun from heauen he would ſend the raine, 
* This mene he made a this falſe cheucſacice 
to murther & ſley he had ſogreat pleaſance 
- fozallthyng him thought it did hym good, 
toſlean trangers and to ſhede their blood 


But whã this murder of Buſtris was couth 
that no ſtranger might paſſe his lõd in pees 
this manly knight pet flowing in his youth 
this noble famous, this woꝛthy Yercules, 
d amonges other he put htmſelfin pzees, 

and like a geſt outward in ſhewyng. 

came to the pales of Buſirts the kyng, 


Rebukedhym ok his great outrage 

done to his geſtes by cruell violence, 
andfo: to make peaſible that paſſage, 

and foz tauenge his impoztable oTence, 
andof hts murther to make a recompence, 
this Herculesſlough Buſliris in dede. 
and toke the bloude which he did blede, 


* Offccdit vp Juptter to pleaſe, 
ld this victozy him to maguikye, 
and all Egipt thus was let in eaſe, 
Their lõdes, their fruites.gan aſſo multiply 


ter grayn encreaſe about on eche pat tie, 


and to habounde by influence of rayne, 
dich aloze time ol vitaile was barayne. 


Incther Giant called Antheus, 
kyngefLibie,and gouerned all that londe: 
whd Hercules moſt ſtrong a moſt | 
Whtlom outraide #4 him td is 


Bool. 


fo: as they wꝛaſtled by erperience he konde 
touching the carth this Siant it is true, 
his foꝛte his might did al way renew. 


But whan Dercules the maner dyd eſpye 
how his ſtrength rene wed apein ſo okt, 
therapeinſt he ſhope a remedy, 

Hye in the ayꝛe he rayſed him bp a loft 
and with his armes hard and nothyng ſoff; 
backe and bone lo ſoꝛe he did enbꝛace. 

that he fyll dead tokoꝛe him in that plate. 


But ſome bokes ofthis Gpant tell, 
within his kingdom who dyd hym aſſayle, 
he would of new his chiualtie compell, 

Eft apein to mete dym in battatle: 

and in this wyſe ful ſeeld he dyd fayle 
to akoʒte ot new. as folke (hall vnderſtond 
his ſttength. his might, al enemies to witod 


ut Hercules dt high diſcrecion, 
the ficld on hym manly torecure, 
had hym by ſlcight out of his regton, 
And as they met there of auentute 
the ſaid Yntheus myaht not endure; 
but was diſcomfited by Hercules anon, 


mauger his might he and his men echone. 


After this conqueſt Hertules is gone, 

fo: excrciſe,hts pzowes foz to ble 

apeinſt the mighty Crong Gerpon 

kyng of ſpayne, ot Baleares and Ebuſe, 
the which tir ant might hym not excule, 
that ali his labour as Poe tes do compile 
was from theſe realmes his people to exile; 


His tiranny might not long endure. 

fo: Hertules that noble wozthy knyght 
made vpon hym a great diſcomkiture, 
And ſlough tirant as thet mette in fights 
and aſter that thzough his great might 

ot high pzowts and magnantmitts, 
ſlough Cerberus with his heades thꝛee. 


The famous bull of the lond of Crete, 

which that deſtroyed all that region, 

he ſlough alſo whan they dyd mete, 

And in Hemea hell a kearſe Lions 

and koꝛ a tetoꝛde of his high renoun, 

Ot manly fozce his ſkin away he tobe, 
F. u. and 
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nd to his body acoatetherof he hope. 


To al his enmies to ſhew him moꝛe dꝛedkul 
therkoꝛe he ware that hidcous garmente, 
and foz in armes he neuer was found dull, 
But cuer ylike freſh in his entent, 

into a mountaine anone he made his went 
called Etimanthus and there in his paſfage 
he ſlough a boꝛe moſt wild # moſte ſavage. 


Beſide a riuer called Stimphalus, 

of fut tous bʒiddes he ſieugh a great nubert. 
within the kyngdom of kyng Phineus, 
All the coũt rep fo: they dyd encomber, 

fo: which they: ſhadow a cõtagtous vmbze 
on ſede, on kruites, where eucr thep alyghte, 
all was devoured in every mannes [yght, 


Upon the mountapne called Juentine 
whiche is not karre fro Rome the citie, 
there is a wood as cronicles determpne, 
Ktahrt freſh of ſyght,and goodlp on to ſee: 
and Hercules paſſprgby that countrep 

fro ſpaynewacde goyngby Ital te, 

Cacus the Elaunt dxd hym there aTaple, 


While Hercules among the leues grene 
lapde hym to ſlepe of ſode in auentute 

and his beaſtes ayeinſt the ſonne ſhene 
hide thai he ſlept, went in they: paſture, 
came Cacus koꝛtu ful hideous of ſtature, 
thought he wold theſe beaſtes w him haue 


Qalc chem echeoue and hyd them in a caue 


Andlyke a chele he made the go back warde 
that no man ſhould the traces of thẽ know 
Noz of they: paſſage haue no rewarde . 
Fo: bytney: taples he led them on a rowe 
tato hie caue which that ſtode fullowe, 
and fozthcp wer of excellent fapzenes. 
to kepe them clole he dyd his bulknes. 


Out of his flepe whan Hercules awoke, 
and apper ce yued his oren wer away, 

he roſe hym bp and keſt about his loke. 
Gan to eſppe in all the haſt he may, 

to what partic the traces of them laye, 
and while he ſtode thus mul ng in p ſhade 
herd the lo opng that his oxen made. 


And by they; lowpng he gan anon apzoche, 


The fpꝛſte 


toward the partie where thet wer kept full 
fonde the caue vader a mighty roche (clole 
And pꝛoud Cacus which had the in depoſe, 
g peinſt Heccules he ſtutdely aroſe: 

but foꝛ all that he might not hymſelfe ſaue 
koz he him Clough at the entry of the taue. 


And thus his beaſtes he hath ayein recured 
that ſemed afo:e trrecuperable. 

after the moũtain by fo:ce he hath aſſured, 
whic') fo; bꝛigantes afoze was ful doutable 
but by his kntghthode it was made habita⸗ 
that men might fo: dꝛede of anp foe (ble, 
whan cuer they would frelp come and goe. 


Touchyng his conqueſt vpon feminte, 
ayeinſt Amas ones with Theſeus he wente, 
the aue ne Hippolita thzough his chiualrye, 
Foꝛ his pꝛap anon to hym he hent: 

and Hippoltt a of full erue entent. 

yaue vnto h m in token of victozp, 

of golde a gyꝛdie to haue her in memozy. 


Ffter toIffrik he went a full great pace, 
oneiy of purpoſe the garden fo: to ſee, 
which appertepne d to the kyng Athlas. 
ThotLzother was to kyng Pꝛomothee 

in aſtrologie full well exyert was he, 

| in this garden ol which Þ haue pou told, 
the tich bzaunches and apples wer of gold, 


T tough magtk made by great auiſeme nt, 
full ſtreite kept and cioſed enuixon. 

And J watched with a fell ſerpent 

That no man entred that riche manſion? 
but Hercules moſt mighty ofrenoun, 

the ſerpetſlough though his mily purſuts 
and fro the garden he bare away the frute, 


This ſapd Athlas as bokes ſpecikpe, 
and Poetes eke of him endite, ] 
he was full cunnyng in Aſtronomte, 
And therein dyd full greatly hymdelites 
and many a boke he made and dyd watte 
with great labour and great dilygence, 
in his tyme vpon that [cience. 


The which wer moze pzectous than golde, 
and more riche in his optnton, 


but Hercules in ſoth as it is tolde 


Bocke. 


Gat al the bokes thzough His high renoun, 
bare them by foꝛte out of that region: 
and into Gzece like a conque rour, 

with him He bzeught foz a great treaſoute. 


Of Chꝛate he ſlouqh the tirant outragious 
that was called whylom Diomede. 

which murdꝛed al that came into his houſe, 
And with they: fleſh his hozſe he dyd fede: 
and though his witte, labour and manhe de 
of Achelous which was a great wonder, 

he made the ſiteames foz to depart afunder 


Ind by his wiſedom dyd them ſo deuyde, 
m two parties diſſeuering his paſſage, 

fo; tofoze tyme no man might abyde, 
Ofhis courſe,the furious fell outrage, 

fo: in countreys it did ſo great damage, 
turning bpward,there was none other bote 


where it flowed of trees crop and rote, 


Joreat empꝛiſe he dyd eke bndertake, 
vhan that the mees hideous and hozryble 
arttut d vp of Xrchadie in the lake 

called Lerna, the beaſtes full odible, 
which W theic teeth a mouthes ful terrible, 
rum grain and cone did moꝛtally deuour, 
but Hercules the countrey to ſuccour, 


Came like a knight they: malice fo2 to let, 
a by 2udence deſtroyed the euerychone 
in the lake the wozmes bp he lhet, 

Saue among al behynd was left one, 

and ayeinſt him this Hertules anon, 

of knighthode caught ſogreat auantage 
that to the coũtrey he dyd no moꝛe damage. 


Thus al that cuer may reherſed be, 
touching knighthode.pzoweſle, oz pzudence 
olozious fame,oz long feltcitie, 

This knightly man had moſt excellence, 
andin armes longeſt experience, 

koʒ his triumphes and actes marciall 

ſet vp pillers foz a memoztall, 


Which remfbzed his conqueſtes moſt nota: 
and his dedes by grauing didexpzeſſe (ble 
beyend which no lond ts habitable, 

So fatre abꝛode ſpꝛedhis high nobles: 
but as the ſunne leſcth his bzightnes, 


Fol. rr. 
ſomewhde whi he is kreſheſt in his ſphete 


with vnwatre cloudes that lodein ly appere 


Semblably the nobleſſe and the gloꝛy 
cf Hercules, in this vnſtable lyfe, 
Eclipſed was, and ſhadowed his memoꝛy 
by Detanira that whylom was his wife, 
foz by her fraude tame in moꝛtall ſtryfe, 
as pe ſhall here the manet and the caie, 
whereby that he loſt his lxfe(alas.) 


Vet fot her ſake this moſt manly man 
faught,as I fynde in finguler battayle 
with Achelou s ſonne of the Cctian, 
Like as Poetes make rehearſailes 


* andas eche other pꝛoudly dyd aſſaple, 


this Hercules of knighthode ſoueratne 
tent from his head one of his homes twaln 


Ok king Oeneus ſhe was ß doughter dere 
to Hercules iayned in marriage, 

and as they tame to a great tmuere 

with ſturdy waue s, where was nopaſſage, 
Neſſus the Giant ougly of viſage, 

to Hertules pꝛokred his ſeruice, 

and full falſely apeinſt him gan deuiſe. 


Made his pꝛomes to Hercules iu dede, 

to put his lyfe in great auenture, 

ouer the ſtreme Delantra to lede. 

Becauſe he was large of his ſtature? 

and fo: ſhe was a ryght fayꝛe creature, 
whan they wer paſſed and ptome to londe, 
NelTus falſely would vpon the ſtronde. 


Daue know her fle ſhly lie as wꝛite Ould 
Hercules hauyng therofa ſyght, 

as he abode vpon the other ſpde, 

Ind fo2 tauenge him of his great bnryghe, 
toke his bowe and bent it anone tight, 
and with an arow filed ſharpe and ground 
raue to Neſſus his deadly fatal wounde. 


Like a conduit quſhedout the bloude, 

and whan he ſaw that he muſt dye, 

to Deianira tofoze hym there ſhe ſtode 

With al his heart het he gan to pzay, 

that in one thyng his luſt ſhe would obep: 

to take his ſhert and be not recheles 

with bloude diſte ned and lend it Hercules. 
F. ili. There 


@herwith to hym to be reconciled, 

and ſhe the ſherteto hym anon hath ſente, 
th:zough whole benim(alas)he was begiled 
Foꝛ what by touchyng # what by enchant: 
his fle ch, his bones, furiouſly wer bzet (met 
and among his deadly patnes all, 

into a tage he ſodeinl is fall, 


Ind as a deaſt furtouſly he ran 

on valeys, hilles among the craggy ſtones, 

ſemblably as doth a woob man 

— * vp trees aud rootes all at once, 
zakt beaſtes hoꝛnes and all to gnew their 

was it not pitie þ a knyght ſo good (bones 

ſhoulde among beaſtes cen ſauage # wood? 


Thus ouerwhelmed was al his wozthines, 
and to decline went his pꝛoſpetit ie, 

and cauſe and roote ef all his wzetchednes 
Was koꝛ that he ſet his felicitie, 

td truſt ſo much the mut abilttte 

of theſe wemen. which carlp, late, and lone 
of they? nature bzayde vpon the mone. 


IJlas, alas, all nobleſſe and pzudenee, 
pꝛoweſſe of armes fozce and chiualcye, 
toꝛeſyght of wiſedom dilcrecion.⁊ ſcpence. 
Uertuous ſtudy pꝛotu ng in clergye: 

and the clere ſhinpng of philoſophy 

bath thꝛow falſe luſtes be here afoze mana 
byſleight of women derkev & defaced, (ced 


O Hertules my penne J fele quake, 

thine pnke 1 — of bitter teres ſalt, 

this piteous tragedy to wute fo thy ſake, 

W hom al Poetes gloztty and exalt, 

but fraud of wemen made thy renoun halt 

c frowarde muſes thytrumphes al to rend 

fozto deſcrive(alag)tby fatall ende. 
CLenuoye, | 

The ſote vemm the ſauery falſe poyſon, 

e dꝛedfull toy the doloꝛous pleaſaunce, 
the woful gladnes with furious reaſon, 
Fayth dilcſpay:ed ape ſtable in bariaunce 
vertue exiling where luſt hath gouernance 
thꝛough falle lurury diffacen all nobleſſe 
as this tragedy can beare ful wel witues. 


Where froward venus hath dominacion, 
and biynd Cupide his ſubtectes doth auãce 
and walkull luſte though indiſcrecion, 


The fpꝛſte 


Is choſen iudge to hold ỹ balaunce (ehaũce 
theyꝛ chotſe vnle ful hath though vnhappy 
darked of pzinces the famous highnobles, 
as this tragedy bereth full well witues: 


O thou Hercules fo all thy highrenoune.. 
foi al thy conqueſt and knightip ſuffiſance 


thou wer thꝛow wemen bzought to cõt᷑uſion 


| thꝛow their fraud thy re noumed puiſſãce 
diſlatidzed was 4 bzought vnto mil chance: 
J weraſhamed to wꝛite it oz expꝛeſſe, (nes, 
except this tragedy can beate me wel wit: 


Pꝛinces pztneeſſegof high diſerecion. 
this thing empztntcd in pour remembzance 
of others fallyng make your pꝛoteteion, 
you to pzeleruethow pꝛudent puruecance, 
akoꝛe pꝛouided that your perſeueranee, 
be not perturbed by no falſe ſozetreſfe 
as this tragedy ok other beareth witneſſe. 
C pꝛoces of Narciſſus, Biblis, Mircha, 
and ok other the pz infotunes to Bochas 
complainyng, The. xb. Crapter. 
Areiſſus, Biblis and Mirrha, all thꝛe 
tofoze Bochas piteouſiy dyd appere 
they: tnfoztunes ,theyz inkelicitie. 
To hym complaynyng with a deadly chere: 
and ot the yz comyng to tell the manere 
Narciſſus kpꝛſt 
began kyzſt of all declare his comple ynt. 


He was ſonne of Cephiſus the floud, 
and his mother called Lirtope, | 
andby diſcent bozne of gentle bloud 
Ok creatures fayzeit on to ſee: 

and as J fyndat his nattuitie, 

Tire ſias b ſpirit ot pꝛophe ty. | 
touchyng his fate thus gan ſpecify. 


Che goddes haue pꝛouided him a ſpace 


to liue in earth, and ſo long endure, 
tyll that he know and ſee his own face, 
And fo his ſake full many creature. 
by ozdinaunce of god andof nature, 


whan they hym ſce (hal tele full great patn. i 


if they in louc his grace may not attame. 


But he ſhalbe contrary and daungerous. 
and or his poꝛt full of ſtraungenes, 
and in his heart right inly ſurquedous, 


By 


ſozow and dole atteinf | 


Yy the ocraſion of his natike fayzenes, 
and pꝛeſumyng ol his lemelines, _ 
ſhalthike no Womã ſo freſh ne faire of face 
that able wer to ſtonden in his grace. 


Ind fo2 the —— _ great beautte, 
he hym purpoled in his tender age 
ale, his lyfe-wedded fo? to be, 

he thouqht hymſelf ſo fayze of viſage: 

foz which he caſt hi thzow his gret oucrage, 
ayern(t all luſtes of loue to dildapne, 

to hunt at beaſtes alone and be Lolapne. 


And in thts whyle that he kept Hym ſo, 

(a kozeſt and in wilder nes, 

a water goddes that called was Echo, 
Leued hym full hote fo: his great fayʒne s, 
and ſikerly dyd het buſtnes 

to kolow his ſteppes right as an lyne, 

to het deſyzes to make hym tocncline, 


He heard her wele, but he ſaw her not, 
wherof aſtounted he gan anon tenqucre, 
as he that was amerueyled in his thought, 
Sade euen thus, is any wight nowhere? 
and ſhe aunſwered the lame in her manere 
dohat euer he ſayd as longeth to Echo. 

- vaithoutabode,ſhe ſayd theſame alſo, 


Come nere quod he and began to call, 
come nete quod ſhe my top # my pleaſaũc e 
he loked about among the rockes all, 
And ſaw not hyng beſyde ne in diſtaunce: 
but ſhe abzapde declaryng her greuaunce, 
and to hym ſayd, mine owne hert dere, 
ne be not ſtraunge but let vs dwell yfere, 


Na nay( quod he) J woll nothyng obey, 


Booke. 


ol. xx ti: 


and though lo be þ men her boyce may here 
after that time he neuer durſt appert. 


—— ths rciſſus — — x dildein 
nt ady dyd cruelly vengeaunce, 
but whan the goddes his crueltye had ſeyn 
towarde s hym.the y fill in great greuaunce 
Ok his vnmercy they had diſpicaſaunce, 
and right as he merciles was founde, 

ſo with vninecey he caught his deadly woũd 


— pr diſpleaſeth to Uenus. 
and al dil dapne is lothfome to Cuptde, -. 
fo: who to loue is contrarious, | 

The god of loue wil quite htm on ſome ſide 
his dzedfuil arowes ſo moꝛtally deucde, 

to hutt and mayme all that been rechles 
and in his leruice found merciles, 


And fo; Nareiſſus was not merciable, 
toward Echo foz his great beautte, 

but in his pozt was founde bntreatable, 
Cupide thought he would auenged be, 

as he that heard het pꝛayer of pitie, 
cauſing Narcilus to fcle x to haue his pars 
of Uenus bzonde and of her fyꝛp dart. 


Ind on a day whan he in weldernes, 
had after beaſtes runne in huntyng. 


and koꝛ long labour gan fall in werines. 


He was deſirous to haue ſome refreſhyngs 
and thurſtlewafter trauaylyng, 
might not endure lenger there to dwell, 
and at the laſt he fond a chʒiſtall well. 


Right freſh ſpꝛyngyng à wonder agrcable, 
the water luſty and delectable or ſygyt, 
and foz his thurſt was vnto him impoꝛtable 


do pour deſites fo2 ſhoꝛt concluſion, Upon the bꝛinkes he kyll down anon right. 
fo; leuer J had pleinly fo2 to dey, | and by refieccton mid ofthe water bꝛyght, 
Than ye ſhould haue of me poſſeſſions h:m thought he ſaw a paſſing fayze ymage 
- webenothyng ofone opinion, to hym appcare moſt angelike of vilage, 
J Jhere pou well though J no figure fee. 1 2771 
go koꝛth your way # ſpeake no moꝛe to mc. Ye was enamered with the ſemelines. 
R and deſpꝛous therof to ſtonde in grace, 
And che aſhamed led her way anone and pet it was not but à linaen es, 
ds ſhe that might ol hym no ſuccour haue, And but a ſhadow reflectyng of his face: 
but diſpeired, this Echo is foꝛth gone, the which of feruence amerouſly to ᷑bꝛace 
And hyd her ſelfe in an ougly caue this Nat ciſſus with a ptteous compie unt. 
ſtert into the well aud himſelt dꝛent. 


: Among the roctzes is buried in her graue, 


Ind 
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The kyꝛſte 
Ind thus his beautte (alas was lapdlow,) her own father called Cinarus i 
his ſemelines put full farre abacke, Fo: whoſe ſa ke great payn [he dyd endure, 
thus whan that he gi firſt himſeit to know foꝛ ſhe ne durſt her fozownot difcure, 
ſet his viſage in which there was nolack tyll het noute by ſignes dyd eſpye, 
N pꝛide tauſed all to goto waacu the hertly ton ſiretut of her maladpe. 

o2 who to much doth of himſelf pꝛeſume, | 
dig own vlurpyng wil ſoneſt him conſume Foz her norice of which that J haue folde, 


conceiuedHath by open evidence, 
5 — finally as theſe Boetes tell, as (he that tould both of new and olde, 
this Narciſſus without moze ſuccour, 


Jn ſuch matters all whole the experience, 
g\ter that he was dzovoned at the well, 


that thzough long laboꝛ ⁊ ſleiqhty diligẽ ce, 
The heauenly goddes dyd him this fauour, diuers wayes and meanes out ſhe ſought 
they turned 


into a kreſhe floure, to her fathers bed ß the Mirrha bꝛought. 


a water lilly which doth remedye 
in hote acceſſes as bokes ſpecify, with who (he had her luſt a herpleaſaunce 
| fo: ſhe bnknow lap with hym all nyght, 
After Narciſſus was at the well dꝛemt. he was dete yued by dꝛõctze lew (gnozaunce 
and to John Bochas declared had his woe, And on the mozow long oꝛ any lyght, 
Btblis appeared with teres al belpzeint ſhe ſtale away and went out ol his ſyght 
And toward him a great pace gan (he goe: with her nozice kept her long cloſe, 
and her bzother Caunus came aiſo tl vnto tyme that her wombe roſe, 


aud ot one wombe as gemelles t wayne, 
but te tofoze her fate gan complayne, But her father that was of Cipze kyng, 

which as 7 told was called Cinarus, 
She in her loue was not bertuous, whan he the trueth eſpyed of this thyng 
foꝛ ayeinſt god and kyndes 02dinaunce, T dat by his doughter he was deceued thus 
ſhe loued her bzother p called was Caunus ſhe waxe to lothſome and odious: 


And whan ſhe ſaw her froward gouernice fled from his kate ſo ſoꝛe ſhe was aferde, 


aud vnto her yaue none attendaunce, and he purſued after with his werde. 
though the of lleight to accopliſh her entẽt 


in ſecrete wiſe a piſtle to hym ſent. n Arabie the hote mightylonde, | 
ng Cinarus hath his doughter founde, 
She ſayd it was an tmpoſſible thyng, and — gan enhaunce his houde, 
without his grace her ſelffo2 to ſaue, With his ſweozdto peue her a wounde: 
and but he wer to her aſſentyng but the goddes of mercy moſt habounde, 


She els playnely map none heſth haue, 
but onely death and afterward her graue,. 
thus in her wztting to hym ſhe dyd attame 
and to be coucrt (he ne wzote no name. 


haue fro the death made her to goe free, 
i thꝛow thetr power tranſfourmed to a tres 


which after her beareth pet the name, 

| 1 called Pirrha as ſhe was in her lyfe, 

But whan thts pile came to his pzeſence, out of which, as autours ſay theſame, 

vertuouſly therat he gan dſdayne, Diſtilleth a gumme, a great pzeſeruatifes 

and paue therto no maner aduertence, and ok nature a full good defenſife, 

No2 toke noue hede of her furtous paynez to kepe bodies from putrifaccion 

but ſuffred her eternally to playne, and them fraunchife from all cozrupcion, 

tyll that ſhe was as(Outd can weltel,) | 4 

with oft wepyng tranſfourmed to a well. By influence of the ſunne bemes, 

| Mirre is engendzed diſtyllyng of his kind 

Next came Merrha with face full piteous, with rofid dzoppes ayeinſt Phebus drt mts 

which that whilom loue de apemſt nature) Anddowne deſcendeth thꝛough p yard 2 
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kt 


"Which that he made vp6 his heauẽ iy harpe. 


and through the riftes alſo as J fynde 
the ſayd Mirrha hath a ch yld foꝛth bꝛought 
in all this woꝛlde that it be well ſought 


wmas none ſo fapꝛe fourmed by nature, 
fo; of his be autte he was pcerics, 

8nd as Poetes tecoꝛde by ſcrepture, 

Yt called was the fayze Adones, 

and to his woꝛſhip and his great enereaſe, 
(toz he of kapꝛenes bare away the flou te) 
uenus bym chaſe to be her paramoure, 


The which goddes paue to him in charge 
that he ſhould in his render age, 

tn loꝛeſtes whyle he went at large 

hunt at no beaſtes which that wer ſauage: 
but he contraryto his diſ auauntage, 

th:ough wi fulne s, I can ſay pou no moꝛe. 
was lain e vnwately ot a tuſky booze, 


It the which he felly dyd enchaſe, 

but of foly in vayne was his laboure, 

fo he lay ſlayn full pale of chere and face 
whom Uenus turned to a ſull freſh floure 
which was as bloud lyche purple of colour 
a bud ot golde with goodly leues glade 

ſet in þ middes, whole beauty map not fade 


Ind whã that Mirtha fro Bochas was w 
had declared her great aduerſitic (dʒꝛaw 
and of her fate toldthe moztalllawe, 
Came Oppheus fuil ougly bnto ſee, 
ſonne of Ypollo and of Caltope, 

and appered with a full dolefull face, 


whplom bzought fozth x ybozne (nThzace, 


Fulrenoumed in armes and ſcience, 
famous in Muſike and in melodie, 
and full notable alſo in eloquence, 
And koꝛhis ſote ſugredarmonee , 


Beaſtes foules Poetes ſpecikye 


woode s ficudes oftheir courſe moſt ſtrõg. 
lent of their courſe to herken his ſote ſong 


An harpe he had of Mercurtus, 
with the which Euridice he wan, 
and to Bachus as wztie ODuidtius. 
Darcrificcs tull ſolemne he began, 
and vnto hell fo: his wife he ran; 
her to recure with ſoote touches ſharpe, - 


Booke. 


the 
So kapꝛe he was cſcaped his 


dl. xxxii. 
But whan that he thts labour on hym toke. 
a law was made which that bond him ſoze⸗ 
that it that he backward caſt his loke, 

De ſhould her leſe and ſee his wife nomoꝛe: 
but it is layde ſythen gone ful yoze, 

there may no law louers well conſtrepne, 
ſo (mpozrable is their deadly payne. 


Jfſome houſebandes had ſton dẽ en p caſe, 
to haue loſt the ir wiues fo2 a loke ſodren, 
they would haue ſufred,and not ſayd alas, 
But paciently endured all they: payne. 

and thanked god that bꝛoken was p chetne 
which hath ſo long them in pꝛiſon bounde, 
that they by grace hath ſuch a fredom foũd 


To liue in puſon it is a full great charge, 
and to be ſloc d vndet key and locke, 

It wer wel mericr a man to gone at large 
Than with yꝛons be nayled to a block: 

d thete is o donde which called is wedlocke 
fetteryng hul bondes ſo ſoꝛe þ it is wonder, 
which with a fie may not be bꝛoke aſundec, 


But O2 ph: us father of armonye, 
thought e Euridice whiche was his wife ſo 
fozher ſake he felt he muſt dye (fane 
Becauſe that he.whan he made his repayre, 
of her in trouth nothing enbꝛaced bur apꝛe: 
thus he loſt her,there is nomoze to ſayne 
and foz the conſireint ot his greuous patue 


At his heart her partyng ſateſo ſoꝛe, 

ene memozy,che tẽ der remTbzaunce, 
that he would ne uet wien moze, 
naunce, 
fo2 wedloctze is alyfe of moſt pleaſaunce, 
but who hath ones (hfernall payne ſ*en, 
wil neuer his thakes come inÞ ſnare apein 


This Ozpheus pane counſayle ful notable 
to huſbondes that haue endtired payne, 
to ſuche as been pꝛudent and tretable, 
one hel is dzedful moꝛe petilous bf twein 
and who is ones bounden in a chepne, 
and map eſcapen out of daunger bltue, 


if he teſoꝛt, god let hym neuet the. 


On this ſentence 8 
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yo to his wittynag full contrarious, 

apd his counſaple was not commendadle, 
At the feaſt they halowed to Bacchus 

thei fy1 erhe one vpon this Oxpheus? 

and fo: all his rethouck ſwete, 

thet ſlough(alas)this Laureat Pocte. 


And ol his harpe yt pe liſt to heare, 

the god Apollo made a tranſ lation, 
among the pmages of the ſtetres cleare, 
wherot men map haue yet tnlpeccion, 
but foztune to his confuſton 

denped Hym, frowarde ofher nature, 
whan he was ſlatne kredom of ſepulture. 


Next Ozpheus there dyd appere alſo, 

of Amazons s, worthy queries twayne, 
Merpeſta and het ſuſter Lampedo, 
Which in conqueſt did ther buſp pane, 
and great woꝛſhip in armes dyd artaine, 
naming themſelt by wꝛiting nete aud ferre 
doughters to Mats which is god ol werte. 


Merpeſia rode out in regions, 
and conquered full manp a great citte, 
toz touctiſe of great poſſeſſions 

To encreaſe her lozd\hip if it woulde be, 
and her ſuſter kept ſurely thetr countrey 
from all enemies that there was no doubt, 
while Perpelia rode with her hoolt about. 


But while ſhe was in coqueſt moll famous 
and her enemies pꝛoudly dpdaſſaple, 
fo:tune anon were contrarious, 
And cauſed ſhe was ſlayne in bataple: 

loe what conqueſt oz victozy may auayſs, 
whan that fo:tune doe at them diſdatne, 
lee here exaumple by thc le quenes twatne. 


CLenuoye. 
THis tragedy remembzeth thynges kyue, 
of NarctTus the excellent beautie. 

—— of _ — — _ 

great luxurie and df . 
Mtirrha defamed.tourned to a tree, 
to exemplikye that le cherte and pjive, 
been from all vertue ſet full farce aſyde. 


How © zpheus endured tn his line, 
toy intetmedled with aduerſitee, 


The fyꝛſte 


ſten the maner both of ſoꝛow and (oye, 


| — there 
ere he full 


in his youth whan he dyd won, 

He felt in wedlocke ful l great felicitte, 

his woꝛldiy bliTe meint with duplicitie, 

as foꝛtune her chaunges can deuide. 

which from all ver:ue be ſet ful karre aſide, 


Merpeſia foꝛ her liſt to ſtryue, 

with wilful wertes to encreaſe her toũtrey 
but her pompe was oucrturnedbliue, 
han in battaile bnwarely ſlayne was ſhe, 
fo: of al wette death is the fine pardy, 

ſo futious Mars can fo: his folke pꝛouide 
trhich fro al vertues been ſet ful farre aſide 


Pe mightypzinces , let wit and reaſð dztue 
pour high nobleſſe to conſ@er and ſce, 
how foztune eſtates can depꝛue, 
Indpionge them doun ke their pzoſperitee 
pudt and lururye J counſayle that pe flee, 
falſe auarice ne lat not be pour gupde. 
which from all vertue is ſet full farre aſide, 


¶ Of Pꝛuamus king ot Trop and how the 
monke of Bure tranſlatour of this bockt 
wꝛote a booke of the ſiege of Tope, called 
Troy boke. ¶ The.xvi. Chapter. 


Fter theſe copleintes #lamftacions, 
which p Bochas did in his boke cipile 
medled among with tran\mutacions 
Set in Ouid by full ſoueratne ſtile, 

whan he on them had muſed a long whyle, 


he gan to remember of Pziamus of Troy. | 


Firſt of his byꝛth and of his kinred, 
how among kynges he was moſte famous, 
and as Poctes recozde of hym in deve 
He deſcer:ded of woꝛthy Dardanus? 
which as his line declareth bnto vs, 
from Tuptter was lineally come dovone 
dnto his father called kyng Laomedoun, 


Ok olde Trop this Laomedon was kyng 
deſtroted by Gzekes he and his countrey 
after whom this Pꝛiamus reignyng, 
in a mighty Qirong citie. 
ng in full great ropaltte, 
with wife 4 chudzen moſt wozthy ol renout | 
with fcepter and croune helde poſſeſſion. | 
[ Gonerned 


e dydaſſezuble this byug moſt hong able, 
and:narmes he was ſo co:mmendable;; zz: 
" | thatthzowthe woꝛld as tat as mt man gong) 
of bigh nobles the renoun of him lhone, 


Chis Mꝛiamus had chil dꝛen many one. 
woꝛthy pꝛintes, and of full great might, 
but Hectoꝛ was among them tuerythone 
Called ofpzoweſſe the lanterne 2 the light. 
p koꝛthexe was neuer boane a better knyghty 
roplus in knjghthodeſo manly che was 
. he was named Hectoz the ſecond. (fond 


But if J ſhould rehearſe the manhede 
ofkyng Pꝛiam and of bis ſonnes all. 
and howe his citte belieged was in dede⸗ 
Ind all the cozy to remembmunce call. 
* betwene him and Gzekes,how it is befall, T 

the circumſtances rehetſyng bp and down 
to ſet in oꝛdet the occaſion 


Ob the ſiege,why it was kyꝛzſt layde, 
dp Hercules and alſo dy Jaſon, io 
2 whole in Troy boke is ſapd 
. — _— A my — 
owyng vpon the deſtruccion 
- ; called the ſecond, which by accountes clere 
kully endured the ſpace of ten pere. 


Fx as me ſemeth the labour wer in vayne, 
. truly alſo J not to what entent 
what i cheuld wute tt newagayn. 
Foz J had once in commaundement 
4 eim that was molt noble and excellent, 
kynges all fo: to vndertake | 
u to trãnſlate and wite it fo: his ſake, 


And it pe liſt to wete whom J mene. 
t ury the fifth moſt mightyofpwſſaunre. 
pave me the charge of entent moſtclene, 
| . ok old time to put in remTbzaunce 


ame Henry foz knightly ſuffiſaunce, 
ich nine wozthy foz to haue a ſtall, 


foz manhode reken kynges all, 
Co holy churche he was chief defenſour 


Woche. 
Souerned hes eit ie in peace right wiſ nes, 
and foꝛtune was to han taugut able, 
fo; of ali Aſie the treacour and tiches , 


+ all ſuct cauſes Chiles choſen knyght, on this weddyng loze gan complapnee: 


to ta Lollardes he ſet al-his labrur> - +- 


was diligent,and did his delp payne, 


to haus ſet peace betwixe realmes twaine. 
| F mene in ſoth betwene Englãd 4 Fraiics 


is purpoſe was to haue had a peace mall. 
ſought out meanes with many cyꝛcũſtance 
As well by trete as actes marciall, 
theron teoparded lyfe goodeg and all. 
but wo( alas) apeinſt death is no bone, 
this lond may lay he dyed al to ſone. 


Fo: among kynges he was one of the beſt, 
ſo all his dedes tonueped wer with grace, 
J pꝛay to god ſo peue his ſoule good teſt 
2 ſayntes in heauen a dwelling place 
here with vs toltle was the ſpace 
that he abode, of whom the rememb:aunce 


all neuer dye. in England ne in Fraunce, 


This woꝛthy kyng paue to me in charge, 
in Englith tonge to make a tranſlacton 
out of Latin, within a volume large 
howlong the Gꝛe kes lay tofoze the towne: 
And hom that Parts fy3ſt at Citheroun, 
in Uenus temple ſughiy dyd his payne, 
there to tauiſhe the fayze quene Helene. 


In which bodke the pzoceſſe ye mapſee, 
to hym how ſhe was wedded in the towne, 
and of the ſiege layde tothe citee, 

By Menelap and kyng Jgamemnor, 

and many another full woꝛthy ot cenoune 
on eyther partie which that in bat ayle, 

fro dap to day eche othet dyd aſlaple. 


wherto ſhoutd J tel o what ſhould watts 


the death ok Hectoꝛ oz of Achilles, 


o2 wherto ſhould J nowof new endite, 
— Troxlus was ſlain amõ the 

end ol Patis oz of Pallamides (pzees 
oz the ſlaughter of manly Deyphebus, 
03 how his t called Helenus 


Cold atoꝛe how it was great foly, | | 
that Paris ſhould wed the quene Helene, 
and how d aſſand:a in her pzophecy, 


And 


Fol. xx ili. 


Leue vertues and to ſuſtapne rygyt: - 
x — 5 manhode 4 oy 


and for the conſtreint of her herfly payne. 
bow ſhe ware mad and ran about the town 
t1il1ye was caught and ſhet vp in pziſon. 


7\{this matter ye map beholde in dede 
fet by and by within Troyboke, 


and how Creſepde loucd Oiomede, 


whan wonhy Troylus ſhe wlfully foꝛſoke 


of her nature a quatell thus ſhe toke, 
to aſſay both if nede eke wer to fayne 
to take the third and leaue them both twatn 


J paſſe ouet and tell ot her nomoze, 

no: by what meanes Gzekes wan ß towne, 
how Eneas, neither how Inthe noꝛe, 

Aye inſt kyng P2tam conſpiced falſe treaſd, 
ne ther how Ulixes gatte palladion? 
the death of Mꝛiam, ne2 Hecuba the quene, 
no; how ß Pirrhus ſlough pong Pollixene 


Nox here to voꝛtte it is not mine entent 
repaice of Gꝛekes home into their countree 
after the citie and Jlion was bent 

Noz of they2 miſchiet they had in the ſee: 
neyther how Ulires fond Penelope 

a true wyle, though he wer long her kro, 
thꝛouqhout all Gzece F can rede oł no mo. 


Ok theſe matters thus Þ make an ende, 
what fyll of Gzekes afcer their viage, 

to Troy booze the foltze eche one Jſende 
which haue deſp2e to ſee the ſurpluſage, 
Howe Sꝛckes made firſt they; paſſage 
towardes Troy,beſcgyng the cite, 

cede the ſtoꝛp pe geat no moze of me. 


The kpꝛlte 


ſadand demure and famous of pu dener, 
aris alſo in beautie did excell. f 
nd Helenus in perftt pꝛouidente: 
Tropius in armes had great experience, 
eke Die yphebus pꝛeued maniy hes fone, 
petit the warre they wer ſlain euerychone. 


Had not this kyng etze as J can deutſe, 
noble Hecuba which that was the quene, - 
a doighter called Caſſandꝛa the vals 
Her young luſter called Polirene: 

alas alas, what may ſuch pꝛide mene: 

foz al be it Cher renoun ſpꝛong kull ferre, 
pet wer theſe wemen deuoured in p warte. 


Was he not mighty and ſtrõg in al thinges 

and had alſo ot his altaunce i 
right woꝛthy p2tnees,X many riche kinges, 
And nigh all Iſte vndet obeyſaunce, - 
hold in his time moſt famous of puiſſaunte 
moſt renoumed of riches and treaſures. 

till that foztune with her ſharpe Choures | 


wohan that he ſate higheſt on her whele, 
this blynde goddeſſe gan hy m to aſſapler 
her froward malice he felt it ful wele. 

His golde,h(s treaſour,fyzſt it gan to fayle, 
and darken gan his ropall appataple. 

by which example ali pzeud men map lee 
the vnſure truſt,the mutabilttee 


Wherh in this woꝛld is ſeen a found al day 
mid of eſtates in their magnificence, 
tbbe after flowe maketh no delay, 


But halt her cours there is no reſiftence, 


the tide abideth not fo: no violence, 
eche ma ß ſtaͤdeth ol changes here in doubl 
muſt tate his turne as it cometh about, 


CHere ſpeaketh Bochas the autour of 
this boke apeinſt the ſut quedous pꝛyde of 
thẽ that truſt in tiches ſaping thele woꝛdes 
vnto them. 


Let Pꝛiam be to pou aclere mirrour, 
¶ The. x vii. Chapter. 


pe pꝛoude folkes that ſet your afftaunce 
in ſuch vainglozp,which fadeth as a flourt 
And hath of beautie here none attẽ dauner 
the wo2ld to you caſt a full bitter chaunce, 
fo: whan pe wene ſit higheſt at ful, 
than wi the ratheſt your bzight kethers pul. 


Pe haue warninges fo! to take hede 
by enſample of other clere and tight diſihle 


how wozldlybliſe is medled aye with — 
n 


\ 7 © pzoude folkes that ſet pour afftance 
+ |] tn ſtrength.beautte,o; in high nobleſſe 
' ef ye conlider foztunes variaunce 
and coulda mirrout afoꝛe your eyen dꝛeſſe 
Of kyng Pꝛam and ok his great riches, 
toſec how he and his childzen all, 

from their nobles ſodemly be fall, 


Vecto: of knighthode calledſours and wel 


And tt your reaſons and wittes be ſenſible, 
thing ſeen at the eye is not incredible, 

and all this doctrine is to pou in veyne, 

Jt in your time ye haue no chaunges ſeyn. 


- Uunherfoze Bochas, vnto pour attaſle, 


and pꝛudentlp put you at this iſſue, 

yt of all he peueth pou this counſayle, 

to leaue pour byces,and take pou to vertue 
and ſet pour truſt al wholp in Jeſu, 

Fo: he map beſt in miſchief helpe at nede, 
of woz\dly chaunges that pe ther not dzede. 


¶ dere alſo John Bochas put a great p2ef- 
ling a a commendacton of ſurette that ſton⸗ 
deth in pouertie vnder theſe woꝛdes in len 
tente. The. x bu. Chapter. 


ſe great Lozdſhyppes, 
theſe high dignities, 
Cheefe thyng annexed 
Unto the regaly, 

n they ſytte higheſt in they: ſees, 


and round about ſtant the chiualrye, 


Dꝛede entteth in, perill and enuye, (know 
Ind bnware which no man mape 


Che houre whan fozune wol make the lowe 


The wel hold a ſtately great houſhold 
— born truſt their —— ay laſt 


— — nn A J 


and on the whele of foxtune clymbe vp faſt, 
Like as ſhe myght neuer down them call, 
But ay the higher their is at all. 
Aas the ſozer is their bnhappy fall. 


The fall of pztam and ot᷑ Agamemnon. 
Ought of ryght moꝛe to be compleyned, 
han foztune had them pulled downe, 

Ind of her malice hath at them dyſdepned, 
than if they neuer to wozſhip had attepned, 
But their falling was the moze grieuous, 
becauſe tofoze they wer ſo gloztous, 


O thou pouert,meke. hſible and debonapꝛe. 
which that kepeſt the lawes of nature, 


| fo; ſodayn changes thou wilt not diſpayze, 


ſo art thou fraunchiſedfrom foztunes lure 
all her aſſantes thou lovoly doeũ endure, 
That ſhe may haue no turiſdiccion 


Booke. 


| Fol. xxxiiii. 
To interrupt thy poſſe lion. 


Chou ſetteſt little by all wozldly riches, 

Noz by his treaſours which been tranſitorp 
thou ſkozneſt them þ their ſheltrons dieſe 
toward battayle s, foʒ conqueſt and victoꝛy 
thou deſpyſeſt al ſhining 1 beyngloꝛp, — 
laud of tritiphes which cõqueroꝛs haue ſou: 
with al their pillages þ ſetteſt thẽ at nought 


Thou diſpꝛapſeſt al ſuperflnitee. 

None tnfoztune map chaunge thy courage. 
andthe ſhippes that ſaple bythe ſee, 

with matchandiſe among the floudes rage, 
thetr auentuces and their perilous paſſage, 
Lyfe,body,good,al put in auenture, 
Onelp koʒ luere great riches to recure, 


Ok al ſuch thing thou takeſt litle hede, 

noꝛ of that people that maners do purchaſe 
No: of pleters which fo: lncre and mede, 
Wayntain quarels,x queſtes doe embrace, 
Thou them beholdeſt with a full ſtill face, 
their ſubtil werking ſought out foz p nones 
And ſodeynly depart from all at ones. 


Thou canſt in little alſo haue ſuffyfaunce, 
And art content with ful ſmall diſpence, 
Foz thy riches and thine habundance, 
without grutching is humble pactence, 

f any man doe to thee offence, 


Thou fozgetteſt,andliahtly canſt fo:yeue, 
to thee ſuckileth, ſo that thou mapeſt line. 


The ſterred heauen is thy couerture, 

In ſomer ſeaſon bnder the leaues grene, 
thou makeſt thy dwelling,x doſt thy (cif af 
ayein great heates ofÞ ſine ſhene {lure 
Content with fruites,x water chuſtal clene 
To ſtaunche thy hungre a thy thꝛuſtes ſoꝛe 
after the ſealons, and careſt foz no moꝛe. 


Pouert ebe ltggeth the cold winters night 
wꝛapped in ſtrawe without compleyning. 
wotthout dzede he goeth glad and lig yt 
And tofoze theues he merely doth ling. 
She goeth alſo without pactſing, 

Fro lond to lond among pooꝛe and ryche, 
Foz frend and foe to het be both ylycye, 


4 1. 


The firſt 


Moꝛall Seneerecowdethby wipting, 

richeſt of thinges is gladde pouertte, 

Euer ok one chere voyde of all grutchyng, 
Bot h in tope and in aduetſitte. 5 

Though al the woꝛld [aſt her libertte, 

and her kraunchiſe (tant in ſo great eaſe, 

that of fredome no man wil her dilpleaſe. 


She is nourice of ſtudy and of doctrtne, 
In vertuous labour doth her diligence, 
Indofſciences which that been divine, 

He ts called mother by cleckes in ſentence 
Ok Philoſophers molt had in ceuetence: 
Fonune and ſhe fo ferre a ſondze varye, 
that eche coother of cuſtome is contrary. 


Her earthly cop is foz to liue in peas, 
Hateth tumult,nopſe,and diſtui baunce, 
Fo her diſciple called zenocrates, 

In wilfull pouert ſet wholy his pifaſaunce, 
fobze of his pozt,thzough whole attẽpt raũce 
ful many man by eraumple of his teaching 
wet bzought to vertue from vicious liuing. 


His dyete was ſo meaſirrable, 

And deuopde ok ſuperkluite, 
That hys courage he kept fyzme and fable 
Fro kleſhip luſtes he was ſo attemp2e, 
Keaſon matſired his ſenſualite, 

Deſpꝛes vnletul fo to ſet aſpde, 

During his like pouert was his guyde, 


His abyding and eonuetſacton. 

was in places that wer ſolitary, 

among trees # welles he bylt him a donge s 
votth multitude he hated fo to tary, 
Fozpouert was his ſecretary, 

ſobꝛe of his chere and ſtable of his enfent, 
and in Athenes firſt to ſchole he went. 


he was ſo mighty ot auctozitee, 
Rightwiſenes andiuſtice to obſerue, 


Chat rightful iudges his ſẽtence toke ataree - 


Pe could his mouth x ſo wel pzeſerue, 
that in the temple once of Mmetue, 
without othe vnto his ſentence, 

to that he ſaide the Judges paue ere dente. 


He ared was among great audience, . 


Dis aunſwcre was that never koꝛ ſeſence 
though little ſpeaking he felt no greuatice, 
Speche vnaduyſed cauſeth tepentaunee: 
Andretzell tonges foz lache ofcefretning, 
to manpa man hath be ful gret hindzing, 


Diogenes true hepꝛe and next allied, 
To wil ul pouert by tuſt emnheritaunce, 
Ko: al riches he plapulphath defyed, 


to him it was ſo great (ncomberaunce, 


with woꝛldly treaſour to haue alpaunte: 
His Dwelling made within a little tunne, 
which turned about W concours of Þ ſunne 


Himſelf refreſhig  hete of Phebs bemeg, 
Foz he was content(god wote)werh ful lin 
King Ilerandze that conquered realmes, 
Came riding down, and gan himſelf deln 
This phnloſophet to ſee and viſite, 
Himſelt ſequeſtred ſole from al the pzees, 
and came alone to ſce Diogenes. 


Pꝛokted vnto him great riches and treſom 
Bad him alke what thing that he wolde, 
that might him pleaſe oz do to him ſuccour 
But of all that he ne tolde, 

But pzayed hem full lowelp that he ſhoulde 
Not dzaw fro gim that thing ayein alright 
which foz to peue lap not in dis might. 


What thing is ß. quod Alexander agen, 
haue P conqueſt al erthip treaſour wm 
philoſopher ſayd he ſpake in : 
Thou hau (quod he. no lozd{hip of Þ ſunne, 
thy ſhadowe letteth his bemes fro my tüm. 
And lith thou haſt no power of his light. 
I pzap the frendly fozbere me not his (tght. 


Though Zlcridze was mighty of pullla ite 
and al the wozld had iu his demene, 

Pet was his reafon vnder the obepſance, 
of leſhly luſtes fettred in a chepne, 

od in his perſone wil was ſouerepne, 
His reaſon bꝛpdled by ſenſualitie, | 
troubling the freedom of right and e quit. 


Foz where that will hath domenacion, 

In a punet which ſhould ſuſteyn right, 
And partial fauout oppzefſceth bes reaſon, 
and trouthes title CT 


* n 
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Indegal! dome hath loft his c!ere light, 
though foz a ſeaſon they ſyt tn hye chapers, 
Cheit fame ſhal fade within a kewe peres, 


Jn this matter make a compariſon 
betwene Jlexaunder and Diogenes, 

The one endured but a (hott leaſon, 

foz that he loued warte moze than peace, 
And foꝛ the other was not recheles 

but helde him cõtent with giftes of nature 
Unto great age his poucrt dyd endure, 


Jlexaunder was ſlaine with poiſon 

in his triumphes whan he did ercelle, 

But in a toune that lay full lo we downe 
Diogenes dꝛanke water of the wel. 
Indof their ende the difference to tel. 
Alexander with couetiſe was blent | 
The phtlolopher with littel was content. 


Bleſſed be pouert that map endure longe 
Maugre the fraud and daunger of foztune 
where as kinges and emperours ſtrong, 
Jn thetr eſtate no while may contune 

and of all vertues cckened in commune, 
twene indigence and great habundaunce, 
Is à good mcane content with luffiſaunce 


Foz with great plenty men be not aſſured, 
after their luſt alwey to liue in caſe, (cured 
And though ß inf great treaſure haue re- 
with their riches they ele many diſeaſe. 
Lozdes haue not al thing þ map the pleaſe, 
but hertelp top Phclolophers expꝛeſſe, 

Is greateſt treaſour twene pouert + riches 


Foz this Chapitle ſheweth a figure, 

_— likeneſſe — demonſtracton, 
owe Diogenes lenger dyd endure, 

than might ye Pꝛiam, oꝛ king Laomedon, 

So to exemplifie in concluſion, 

There is moꝛe truſt in vertuous ſimpleſſe 

Than in pzeſuming of vicious falſe riches, 


Foz the auoutrie of Paris and Heleynt 
Bought al Troye to deſtruccion, 

Puide a luxurie were alſo meanes twepne, 
why Grekes layed a ſicge tothe toune, 
And finall cauſe of their confuſion, 


to other part pe loſſe of many a man, 


Booke. 


Fol.rrritit. 
The groand cdcetued why firſt p warte ga 


( Lenuoy, 


This tragedee piteous and lamentable, 
and doloꝛous to wꝛiten and expzeſſe, 
That wozthy Pꝛiam of kinges moſt notable 
was fall in pouert from his great richeſſe, 
Fro kingly honoure into wetchedneſſe, 
fro ſcepter and crowne, à from his regaly, 
To miſchiefbzought thzough falle auoutry 


as not foztune frowarde and deceiuable 
fo: to ſuffer dy het double neſſe, 

And by her courſe which euet is variable, 
that woꝛthy Hectoz floure of high pꝛoweſſe 


- Shuld vnwarely moſt famous of nobleſſe 


be (laine(alas)chief ſtocke of chiualrye, 
Fo: a quareloffalſe auouttie: 


Agamemnon coumpted (neomperable, 
among Grekes foz trouth x rightwiſeneſle, 
To gouerne moſt gloꝛious and able, 
within his paleys p ſloʒy beareth witneſſe, 
Vis wife Clytemneſtra thzough her curſed: 
aſſẽted was to murder him of enup (neſſe 
Foꝛ the occaſion of falſe auoutry, 


ve noble pztnces cõceue howe chaiigeable 
is woꝛldly honour though vnſtedfaſtneſſe 
Seethof king Pꝛiam p glozy was vnſtable 
fixe tn your mind, this mater doth enpzeſſe, 
Ind your cozages knightly doth vpdꝛeſle, 
agarne al titles holdeth champartie 
Which appartaine to falſe auoutrye, 


Ok mightye Sampſon which tolde hys 
counlaple to Dalilah whereby he was 


decepued, 
¶ The. xix. Chap. 


* 
was moꝛe miqhtye 

2 ſtrong than Sampſon? 

one more deuuer 

the bible beareth wil neſſe, 

Without weapon he ſlough a feers Lion, 

and fo: his enemies to him did expꝛeſſe 

His vncouth pꝛobl t, anon he gan him dꝛeſſe 

agein Philiſtes, and ſloughj ot them thyzty 

To pap his pꝛomes.ſ N by and — 
lf, 8 


The firſt 


his Pꝛoblem was. the text thus roherſing, 
after the letter in very ſothkaſtne ſle, 
There came out meate of a thing eating. 
andfro þ ſtrong there went out we tne lle 
But his wike of froward doublenelle 
which euer wought to his diſauaile. 
Ok worthte Sampſon told the counlatle 


What ia moꝛe ſtrong than is a Lion, 

oꝛ moze ſote than hony in taſting: 

But weomen haue thts condicion, 

of ſecret thiges wha thep haue knowleging 
They bolne inward their hertes ap freting 
Other they muſt dye oꝛ diſcure, 

So bzetle of cuſtome ts their natute. 


This was the caas the lion that was dead 
again the ſonne gaptnglay bpzight, 

A ſwarme of been entted in his head 

of whom ther came hony anone right. 
And whan Sampſon therof hada ſight, 
he fantaſicdin his openton 

Full ſecrely,this pꝛopolition. 


As ye haue heard and gan it foꝛth purpoſe 
That Philiſtes to him it Qould erpoune, 
Under a peyne the trouth to him vnclole 
But with hys wtke the y pztuely gan rowne, 
And ſhe on Saͤpld gan coplaine a frowne 
and feiningly lo long vpon him wepe, 
That he not coude his coũſe ll fro het kepe 


Which wha ſhe knewe ſhe made no tarieng 
but plaine and whole ſhe gan it to declare, 
Such double truſt is in their weping 

to kepe their tonges women cannat ſpare, 
Such weping wiues cul mot them fare 
and al huſbãdes J pzap god peue th? ſozow 
That to th tel their coliſad eue oꝛ moꝛowe 


She told the whole, ſhe told it the not half 
and Sampſon than gan vpon them ſmile 
Ik ye not had hered in my calf, 

pe ſhould not haue found it a great vohtle 
Tho map be ſure where women liſt 


though bokes Saͤplon of ſtrõgth ſo cõmẽd 


pet durlt he not apeinſt his wife offeude. 


This mighty Sampſon dyd alſo his paine, 
thꝛe hundzed foxis once that he fonde, 


He toke their taſles knit the twein a twein 
and amid euer ethe he ſet a fire bzonde, 
And as they ran in Philiſtes lond 

ſo furiouſly vp and doune they went, 
That they their frutes then Vines bꝛemt 


Eke by treaſon wh an he was once bound 
with ne we co2des as he lay ⁊ lepe, (found 
Ther came thꝛe thouſ ãd which þ Sampſõ 
to haue mut dꝛed him oꝛ that he roke kepe, 
He bꝛake his bondes and bp anone he lepe 
of an aſſe he caught a chaule bone, 

Anda thouſand he llough ot them anone, 


Dc gan to feynt and had a ſodein luſt 

foz to dunke tadyd face and chere, 

And god ſent him to ſtaunch  hys thiuf, 
from the Allis toth water criſtal clere, 
which that ſpꝛang out large like a riuere, 
Refreſhed his ſpirite which afoze gan dull, 
Tyll that he had ot water dzunke his full, 


After he went to Gaza the cytie 

amõg al his enemies 5ᷣ were of ** might 
To his ple aunce where he did ſe 

a ful faire woman, lap with her al night. 
And on the moꝛowe long oꝛ it was light = 
Maugre p watch vpõ his ſhoulders ſquare 
The gates ſtrong, vp to an hyll he bare, 


And in a baley which called was Sozrt 
full hote he loued Dalilah the faire 

On whome his hert was ful ſoꝛe ylet, 
he coude her fatne ſo meke and debonacre 
Make htm ſuch chere wha p hem liſt te pate 
But J dare cal her Dalilah the double, 
Chick roote # cauſe of al his moztal trouble 


He neuer dꝛanke wines white ne read, 
of Nazarecs ſuch is the gouernaunce, 
Raſoure ne ſhere touched neuer his head, 
fo: in long growing ſtõdeth their ple ſaũce 
And this Sipſon moſt mighty of ſubltice 
had of his foꝛce by inkluente cf heuen 
Byheres weringe that were in nber ſeut 


It was full ſecre in cnery mannes light, 
among people told foz an vncouth thinge 
Wherof Sampſon had ſo great might, 
outward ſhewed by fozce ol his werkeng. 


But Dalilah with her flattering, 
would neuer ſtint enquiting euer amo 
Til that ſhe knewe wherbyhe was ſo ſitõg 


She like a ſerpent daring bnder floures, 
oꝛ lytze a woꝛme that wꝛoteth in a tree, 

Oz like an adder of manyfolde coloures, 
right kreſhe appering and faire vpon to ſee 
Fo: ſhꝛowded was her mutabilttee, 

with ſowlthede,and a faire pꝛetence 

Of true meaning.vnder falle appatence, 


He meint trouth,and ſhe was variable, 

he was faithful and (he was vntruc, 

He was ſtedfaſt, and ſhe vnſtable, 

his truſt aye one.ſhe loued thing newe, 
She weared coloures of many dimers hewe 
ſhe loued chaunges of many diuers grene, 
Jnltede of blew which ſte dfaſt is and clene 


But to the purpoſe koꝛ to condeſcende, 
whan ſhe of Sipſon knewe al the pztuete, 
Her kalſehede ſhoꝛtly fo2 to compꝛehende, 
ſhe made him llepe ful ſoſtly on her kne, 
Ind a ſharpe raſoure after that toke ſhe, 
ſhooke of his here, large and of great length 
wWherbyſ(alas)he loſt all his ſtrength. 


Damage in earth is none fo greuous, 
as an enemp which that is ſecre, 

No2 peſtilence none ſopertlous, 

as falſeneſſe, where he is pzeue, 

And ſpecially in femintte; 

fo: if wiues be found variable, 


where ſhal huſbandes finden other Cable? P 


Thus Sampſs was by Daltlah decciued, 
the coudſo wel flatter,fo:ge and faine, 
Which Phtliſtes whan they haue coceined 
vnwarely bond him in a mighty cheine, 
Caſt him in puſon,put out his tyen tweine, 
and of deſpite after as J finde, 

At their quernes made him foz to grinde, 


They made a keaſt ſtately and ſolemne, 


whan they had al this treaſon wꝛought 


And to rebuke him ſcoꝛne him, x citemne 
blind Sampſon was atoꝛe them bzought. 

Which thinge full ſoꝛe greued him in his 
Call he would in his pꝛeuy minde, (thought 


Wooke. 


To auẽge his blyndneſſe ſome maner wey 
(kinde 

Jud whan he had thus bethought him long 

he made a child hym pꝛrue ly to tede, 

To twein poſtes, large. ſquate, and ſtrong, 

enbꝛated them oꝛ any man toke hede, 

And gi to ſhake the without fete 02 dꝛede 

ſo ſturdely among his fone all 

That the temple is vpon them fall. 


Thus he was auenged on his fone, 

which that falſly dyd agetne him rive, 
Slough in his dying god wote,manyone, 
Moe than he did cuer afoze in his line, 
And he was alſo(the date to diſcriue.) 

in Fſrael, the bible is mine auctour, 
Twenty pere, there iudge and gouernour. 

(Lenuope. 
T his tragedye yeueth in euſdence, 
to who mc ſhal their cole! out diſcure 

Foz recheics tonges foꝛ lack ot pꝛouidence 
haue doe great harme to many a creature. 
Whan har me is done, ful hard is to recure 


beware by Samplon pour counſail well to 


though Dalilah cõplein, cry à wepe, C(tepe 


Whllom Sampſon foz manhode x pꝛudẽce 
had Jſrael in gouernaunce and cure, 
Daunted Lions thzough his magnificfce, 
made on a thouſande a diſconficure, 

But his moſt pcrilous auenture, 

was whan he lay with Dalilah to ſlepe 
Which kalſly coud, coplatne, trie and wepe. 


e noble pꝛinces concetue the ſentence, 
of this ſtoꝛy remembzedn ſcripture, 
Yowe that Sampſon of wilful negligence 
was ſhauen and ſhoꝛne, detaced his figure, 
Kepe pour concettes vnder couert ure, 
Suffre no nightwoꝛm within your coũſell 
though Dalilah coplein, ct y wepe (crepe 


¶ A Chapter ot Bochas deſcrining p ma⸗ 
lice of women. ¶ The. xx. Chapter. 
M vne auctour Bochas retotſed tn his lis 

I date not ſate where it was comedable 
Of theſe women the malice to diſcriue 
generally, and watte it is no fable, 
Df their nature howe they been vartable. 
and howe their malice beſt by cuidence. 

G. iu. Js 


Fol. xt bi. 


The firſt 


Is knowen to them that Hane experience. 


Chey can affo:ce them alday men map ſee, 
by ſinguler fredome and dominacton, 
Ouer men to haue ſouerepntee 

And kepe them lowe under ſudie ccion. 
full ſoꝛe labour in their opinion, 

By ſubt yll craft that thing to recure 
vohych is to them denyed of nature, 


Bochas affirmeth and halt tt foꝛ no tale, 
if they want freſhneſle of colour, 
Ind haue theic faces Javone ſwert + pale, 
anone they doe their diligent labour, 
In ſuch a nede tohelpe and doe ſucoure, 
their reueled ſkin abzode to dꝛaw © ſtretne 
Fcowarve froficts to make them ſmoth and 
(pleyne 
Ik no redneſſe in thetr chekes be, 
noꝛ no lilies delectable and white, 
Than they take tencrece their beautie 
ſuch oyntmentes as map molt delite 
Where kind fatleth Þ ſurpluſage tacquite 
they can by craft ſo koꝛ themſelfe diſpoſe 
Shewe rednelle, though there be no roſe, 


And koꝛ to ſhewe their face fatre and bꝛight 
wyth hote ſpices and opntmentes ſoote, 
Thep can bycraft counterkete a right, 
take :n ſuch caſe many an holſome roote, 
Where kind kaileth cün ng can doe boote 
ik their bꝛeſtes bp to high them dzcſſe, 
They can ful wel thenboſing doun repꝛeſſe 


And it they be to ſoft oz to tender (round 
they haue.clinyng to make them harde and 
They: coꝛſiłnes they can eke make ſlendꝛe 
wyth potnaunt ſauſis þ been in phiſcke koũd 
They: ſubtill wittes in ſlightes ſo abound 
thing p is courbyd oꝛ wꝛong in mans ſight 
To make it ſeme as it went b 
ne 
They haue ſtrictoꝛies to make thetr ſkin to 
wꝛought ſubtilly ot gommes and of glatre, 
Crafty lees to die theyꝛ heere cytrine, 
diſtylled waters to make them ſeme faire 
fumigactons to rectefye the atre 
ſtomachers and freſh confeccions, 
To repꝛelle falſe exhalactons, 


Ok al theſe thigs Bochas hath moſt diſptte 


whan theſe veckes ferre pꝛonne in age. 
within them ſelk hath vatne gloꝛp a deltte, 
Foz to farce and poppe their Viſage, 

Like as patntoutes on an olde pmage, 
thep lein coleure s rich and freſh? of hewe, 
Wozmkrete ſtockes to make the ſeme new 


Mhetr flach ſkin by craft abꝛod is ſtrained, 
like an Ozenge from the gallepb2ought, 

Nich reltkes about their neeke is cheyned, 
Gold vp6 gold w peerle x ſtones wzought 
andß their colour out ward aperre nought 
with wind 02 ſũne which thould the ſtein oꝛ 
Fo: vnind hetes they v\e Citrinade (fade 


What ſhould wztte al their vnkouth deſi: 
ſomttme froward.\ottme debonaire, (res 
Imaqining ſundꝛp kreſhe attires 
tanttiued ot newe many thouſand patre, 
Diuers deviſes to make them leme faire, 
in their appoꝛt by counterfete likenclle, 
Foz to reſemble Uenus the godde de. 


Ok one deutſe they holde them not appacde 
they muſt ech day haue a ſtraunge wede, 
Jfanp be bettet then other arated (blede 
of krowarde grutchtng they fele their heart 
Foꝛ euecy eche thinketh verely in dede, | 
a moꝛowe p2yeng in ampꝛrour bitght, 
Foz to be faireſt in het one light. 


Thep can the ir (yen and their lokes dꝛeſſt 
to dꝛawe folkes by ſleightes to their lure, 
And lomwhile by their frowardneſſe, 
And keyned datiger they can of men recure 
what euet they lyſt ſuch is their auent urt, 
Agein whoſe ſleightes foꝛce noz pꝛudence, 
Map not auaile to make reſiſtence, 


with coftreint weping and fozged flatter 
ſubt ill ſpech kat cid with pleaſaunce, 

And many kalſe diſſymuled maladye, 
though tn their herts they fele no greuaſice 
and w their couert ſobze daltaüce, 
Though vnderneth the double ſerpẽt dare, 
ful many a man thephaue bzougHht in their 


(ſnare 
O ſwetneſſe ful of moztalttee, 
ſerpentine with a pleaſaunt vifage, 
Unſtable cope ful of aduerſitte, 


) 
1 
| 
b 


Wooke. 


O molt chaungeable ok heart and of cozage 

in thy deſters hauing this auauntage, 

what euer thou liſt to daunt and oppꝛeſſe, 

Such is thy fraunchile Bochas _ — 
neſſe 

Ok nature they can in many wiſe, 

ol mighty Gpauntes the power wel aſlake, 

xuyat wit of man can compaſſe oꝛ deviſe, 

thetrſleghty wiles dare it vndertake, 

And ik them liſt theron an ende make, 

Fcothis conſeyte who ſo that diſcoꝛde, 

A thouſand Cozyes the reuers can recozde, 


Remẽ bꝛing firſt howe Hercules moſt ſtrõg 
was b2ought by women to diſtruceion 

$ que ne Clitemneſtra did alſo great wzong 
Tomurdze her lozde king Agamemnon. 
Dalilah bett ate d alſo Samſpon, 
Amphlaraus ſanke depe doune into hell, 

Be tauſe his wife his counſel dyd out tell, 


It ne deth not to make mention, 

though Phillis dyed through inpacience, 
Oflong abyding of her Demophoon, 

Noz how that Aiſus king of Megarence, 
was by his daughters curſed violence, 
Unwarely murdzed,tn Outde it is tolde 


whan fro his head ſhe Cale the Here of gold 


Bochas rehearſeth of wiues many one, 
which in their werking were ful cotrarious 
But among al, he wiiteth there was one, 
Queene of Iſſirie, and wife to king Ninus 
Ind by diſcente doughter to Aeptunus, 
Semetamts called in her dates, 

which ol al men would make aſſates. 


She nduther ſpared ſlraunger ne kinrede 
her owne ſonne was not ſet aſide, 

But with him had knowleging in dede, 

of which the ſlaunder went about ful wide, 
Fo: with one man (he coude not abide, 

ſuch a falſe luſt was vpon her fall 

In het cozage to haue adoe withall, 


And truly it doth my wit appall, 
Ol this matter to make rehearſaile, 

t is no teaſon to atwite women all, 
fk one oz to whilome dpd fade, 
It ſitteth not, noꝛ it may not auade, 


Fol. xc bi. 
Them to rebuke that perfite ben and good, 
Farre out of iopnt though ſome other ſtode 


The rich Aube noz the Sapher ynde, 

be not appeired of their freſhe beautie, 
Though amdg ſtones mẽ coliterfets finde 
and ſemblably though ſome women be 
Not wel gouerned after their degre, 

it not defaceth no2 doth no violence, 

To them that neuer did in their like offence 


The white lyl ly noꝛ the holſome roſe, 

not violence ſpꝛedde on bankes thicke, 
their ſwete nes which out ward they vncloſe 
Is not appeyꝛed wyth no wedes wicke, 
and though ß bzeares à many croked ſticke 
Grow in gatdetuesamona d flowers faire 
They may the vertue of herbes not aycire 


And J dare ſay that women vertuous, 
ben in the vertue of pꝛice moꝛe cõmendable 
That there be ſome rekned vicious, 

and of their liutng found alſo vnſtable: 
Good women ought not be partable 

of their trelpas noꝛ their wicked deve, 
But moze comended foz their womanhede. 


hat is appatred of Heſter the mekeneſſe 
though that Scilla was ſturdy à vẽgeable 
Noz of Ilceſte the perfite ſtedkaſtneſle, 

is not eclipſcd,but moꝛe acceptable 
Though Clitemneſtra was found vattable 
like as wha cloudes their blaknesdodecline 
Phebs w hys bemes doth moze clere ſhyne 


Full many one haue clene ben al their uur 85 


Undefouled kept thetr virgemttte, 

and ſome coude agen al vices ſtryue, 
Them to conſerue in perkect chaſtitie, 
Deuoi of chaunge and mutabilttte 
though ſome other haue theragain treſpa⸗ 
the laude ofthe is not ther w defaced (lcd 


And who that euer of malice liſt accuſe 
Thele ſelp women, touching vartaunce, 


let them remTber and in their wittes muſe 


Men be not ay ſtable in their conſtaunce, 
in thys wond here is no perſeueraunce, 
Chaunge is ape found in me # women both 
On outher partte be they neuer ſo —_ 


— 


2 — 2 
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No man ſheuld the vertuous atwite, 

in ſtede of him that dyd the treſpace, 

No2 fo2 a theef a trewe man endite, 

noꝛ fo: the gflty an Innocent Manace, 
Sood and wicked abide in eue ty place, 
their pꝛice their lacke, late the be reſerued 
To other partie as they haue deſerued, 


Though John Bochas in hys opinton 
aname women liſt apꝛoceſſe make, 

They that been good of condicton, 

ſhould ayeinſt htm no maner quarel take, 
Butlightly paſſe and their ſleues ſhake, 
fo: again god he nothing made, 
Who can conceiue theffecte of this balade. 


C The ercufe of Bochas koꝛ his wiiting 
apeinſt miſgouerned women 
in ſtede of Lenuop. 


E women all that ſhall behold and ſe 
this Chapitle, and the pꝛoceſſe rede, 
ve þ been good kounde in your degre 
Ind vertuous both in thought and dede, 
what Bochas ſeith take pe none Hede, 
Fo: his wꝛiting it it be deſerned, 
Is not agein them that be wel gouerned. 


Foz though it fall that one two oꝛ thre, 

haue done amiſſe, as therfoze god fozbede, 
that other womt which (table x ferthfull be 
Should be atwited of their vngoodlthede, 
But moꝛe commended koꝛ their womahede 


« foz this [crepture (fit be concerned, 


Js agein them that be not wele gouerned, 


I galled hozſe the ſooth > pe liſt ſe, 

who toucheth him bo weth his back fo: dꝛed 
And who is knowe vntrue in his countrye 
ſhunketh his homes wha me ſpeake of kalſ⸗ 


But good womt᷑ haue fullittel nede (hed 


Togrutcho! frowne wha Þ truth is lerned 

though ther be ſome which be not well go- 
(uerned 

Ok Daltlah and Queene Paſiphe 

though doublenes dyd their bꝛydle lede, 

yet of Lucrece, and Penelope, 

The noble fame abꝛode doth (hine ſpꝛede 

out of good coꝛn mẽ may ſome darnel wede 


The firſt 


women rebuke in theft difautes querned 
And not touch them that be wel gouerned, 


¶ Ot mighty Pierhus þ ſlough Polixene, 
which foz his pꝛide and auoutrye die d in 
pouertp, ſlaine at the laſt by Ozeſtes. 


¶ The. xxi. Chapter. 


Ochas muſing 
1 45, in his remembzaunce. 
And conlidering 

nm hys kantaſpe, 
The vnſute truſt of wozldlp dartaunee, 
of men and women the chaunge # the folye 
The ſame time he ſawe a company 
of myghty pꝛynces full piteoully weptng, 
To him appeare.their foztune coplaintng, 


Among other that put themCſelfin pꝛees 

of myghty Pirrhus firit he had a fight, 
That was the ſonne of woꝛthy Achilles, 
Among Grekes the moſt famous knight, 
moſt commẽded of manhode and ot might 
Sonne and next heire, bokes ſpecific 
of Pelleus king of Thellalie. 


This Achilles full manly ofhis heart 
hurte of 13ecto2,and his wound arene, 
Slouot; Yecto2 after oz he dyd aduerte 
the which Achilles fo: loue of Poltxene, 
By tompaſſing oꝛ Hecuba the Queene, 
Under Trety thts grekes champion, 
was \laine of Paris within Troy toun, 


Whoſe death to auẽge Pirrhus in his tene 
furiouſly with face dead and pale, 
Slough afterwarde the ſated Polixene 
and diſmembꝛed al on piecis ſinale, 
Which koꝛ to heare ts a piteous tale, 

That a knight ſo vengeable was in dede 
To llea a maide quaking in her dꝛede. 


* 
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He coude foꝛ Fre on her no mercy haue, 

But with his woꝛd moſt furious and wode 

Merciles vpon hysfaders graue 

like a tiraunt he ſhed her chaſt blode: 

The dede hoꝛtible diffaced bis knighthode 

that to this date the launder and diffame, 

By newe repozt reboundethon his name, 
Poetes 


Mo »*> 


Booke. 


Poctes ſay, and ſpertally Ouide 

wute whan Grekes tro Troy ſhould ſayle 
Howe their ſhippes by an anker did ride, 
of their purpole which long made the faile, 
But in this wh;ple he maketh reherſaile, 
out of the carth manactng of chere. 


Of Achilles an pmage dyd appere 


Co Stekes [atd with a deadly face, 

Itele wel mine honour and mpglozy, 

and my nobleſſe ful lightly fozth doth paſſe 
Unkindpcople out of your memozy, 
which by me had your conqueſt à victoꝛpe 
your deuotre doe Pollirene to take, 


And on my graue a ſacritice to make, 


* Withher bloud loke ye ſpare nought, 


to ſpunkle it round aboute my ſepultuce, 


thus bloud koꝛ bloud w vegeace ſhalbe bou- 
d #foz my deth;Þ deth ſhe muſt dure (ght 


Ind whole the maner of this auenture, 
and howe ſhe died in her maydenhede, 


Methamoꝛ holeos p pꝛoceſſe ye may rede. 


In haſiy bengeaunte ſet was all hys oye, 
with thurſt vnſtaũc hid. Trotã blud to ſhede, 
He ſlough Pꝛtam Þ woꝛthy king of Troye, 
and into Grece with him he dyd leve 
Andꝛomache, the ſtoꝛy xe may rede, 

wedded her and after in certein. 

By him ſhe had woꝛthy ſonnes tweine. 


But in repairing home to his country, 
as Eolus dyd his hippes duue, 

I ind he was a pirat of theſe, 

and into Grece whan he did arriue 
Fortune bnwarely gan agein him ſtrive, 
Foxfoke his wife lete her liue alone, 
Toke another called Yermtone, 


Which was that time toyned in martage, 
to Ozeſtes ſon of Agamemnon. 

And he alas of wylful loues rage, 

totze her by foꝛte to his poſſeſſion. 


But ok auoutry foloweth this guerdon, 


lodein death, pouert. oꝛ ſhame, 
Opẽ dilclaũder, great miſchte f oꝝ dekame. 


Cke in his time thes Ptrrhus as Itede, 
fil into mſchtef and great pouertee, 


And as the ſtoꝛpe after doth deniſe, 

the ſaid Ozeſte s gan ſetzerly elpte, 

Where tyat pPirrhus did ſacrifice, 

tofoze Apollo that god to maqnitie. 

Ful vnwarely Ozelles of enuye, 

toke a ſharpſwozdo2 Pirrhus coud aduert 
Where that he ſtode and roof him: to p hert 


his was the fine of Pirrhus in ſubſtance 
fo al bis pʒide and great pꝛelumpcion, 

Ok talſe auouttpe foloweth this vengaũct 
loſſe ot ſome membꝛe pouert 02puſon, 

Oz hatefuiſclaunder by ſome occaſion, 

Oz ſodeiu death ſho2tly in ſentence, 


Complete in Picchus by fullclere euſdẽce 


¶ Ot ꝙachaire and his ſuſter Canace. 
¶ The. xx. Chaptet. 


After this Pirthus 
Nall came Canace the faire, 

With teares diſtillinge 

from her ixen tweine, 

zother that called was Machatte 

and both they gan full ptteouſly complaine 

That foꝛtune gan at them ſo diſdatne, 

hindꝛerig their fate by wok ull auenture 

Touching their loue which was * na. 
/ ture 

He was her bother and her lover alſo, 

As the ſtoꝛy ple pnly doth declare, 

And in a bed they lap cke both two | 

Keaſon was none why they ſhoulde ſpare, 

But kote that cauſcth wo and eke welfare 

gan agayne kynde ſo ſtraungely deucſe, 

That he her wombe made ſodeimly tariſe. 


Ind finally mine auctour bearcth witneſſes 
a child (he had by her owne b2other, 
Which excelled in fauoure and fatteneſſe᷑. 
foz ike to himofbewtte was none other, 
But of then loue lo guyed was the rothee, 
that Chartbdts twene windes ful cõtrayꝛe. 
Hath Canace deſtroied and N 
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Fal. xtc vili. 
And wyth ſuch meane as he dyd lede 

He was a rouer and tobbed on the lee. 

and as poetes reherce pe may ſee, 

Df ſuch robbing by ſclaunder and defame 
this wozd pirate of Pirthus toke the name 
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Fo: whan their father the maner did eſpe, 
of their werk ing which was ſo hozrible, 
Foz Tre almoſt he fyil in frenſce, 

which fot to appeſe was an tmpoſſible, 

Fo: the mater was frowardand odible, 

koꝛ which plainly deuoide of al pitie 

Upon their treſpas he woutd auenged be, 


The cauſe knowen the father anon right - 
caſt fo2 their death of rigour to pꝛouide, 
Foꝛ which Machaire fled out of bys ſight, 
andfrom his kate, his pꝛeſence gan to hide 
But woe alas, his ſuſter muſt abide, 
Merciles koꝛ their hatetull treſpace, 
Suffer death ther was none other grace. 


Firſt her fader a ſharpe ſwerde to her ſent, 
in token of death foz a temembꝛaunce, 
And whan ſhe wiſt plainely what he ment, 
and concetued his rigo20us o2denaunce, 
with whole purpoſe to obeyhis pleſaunce, 
She grutcheth not but lowlye of entent, 
Like a meke daughter to his deſire aſſent. 


But oꝛ ſhe died ſhe caſt foz to wzyte, 

A littelletter to her bꝛother dere, 

A dedly comple int compleine andendite, 
with pale face and a moztall chere, 

The ſalt teares from her typen clere 

with ptteous ſobbing fet fro her herts dzike 
Dilttiling downe totempze with her ynke. 


¶ Che letter of coplaint of Canace to het 
bother Machaire, Chap.xrit. 


Ute of her ſwoune 

| J wyhan ſhe did abꝛaide, 
no winge no meane 
== but death in her diſtreſſe. 
To her bꝛother full piteouſly ſhe ſlated,” 
Cauſe of my ſoꝛowe rote of my heautneſſe, 
that whilo were chief ſours of my gladnes 
Wha both our iopes by wil were ſo diſpoſed 
Under one keyour hertes tobe encloſed 


Thtlom thou were ſupport and ſekerneſſe 
chief retopſing of my worldlypleſaunce 
But now thou art 8 groũd of my ſickneſſe 
wel of wanhope of my deadlypenaunce, 
which haue of ſoꝛowe greateſt habundaunce 
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thou and nature leyde on me this charge. 


That ener pet had any creature, 
which muſt foz loue the death alas cndure. 


Thou were whilom mp bliſſe x al my cru? 
ſoueratn confo:t my ſoꝛowes to appeſe, 
Spꝛing and well of al my hertes luſt, 

and nowe(alas)chief roote of my diſeaſe 
but if my death might do thee any eaſe 

(o bzother mine Jin tremẽ bꝛaũce of vs twem 
Death ſhal to me be pleaſ aut, and no paine 


My cruel father moſt vnmerciable, 
oꝛde ned hath. it nedes muſt be ſo, 

In his rigour he is ſo vntretable 

All mercaes he will that it be doe 

That we algate (hall dye both two. 
But J am glad ſith it maybe none other 
Thou art eſcaped mp beſt beloued bzother, 
This is mpne ende J map it notaſtarte, 
(O dꝛother mine) ther is no moꝛe to oo 
Lowlybeſeching with al mine whole h 
foꝛ to remember ſpeciablye J pꝛape, 

Ik it befall my littel ſonne to dye 

that Þ mayſt after ſome mynd vpd vs haue, 
Suffer vs both to be buried in a graue. 


J hold him ſtreitly atwene my armes twein 


He gilties with me muſt ſuffer pacne, 

and ſuth thou art at fredome and at large, 
Lat kindneſſe oucloue not ſo diſcharge, 
but haue a minde where euer that thou be. 
Once a day vpon my child and me. 


On the and me dependeth the treſpace, 
touching our giſt and our great offence 
But welawap moſt angeltk of face, 

our child pong in his pure innocence, 
Shalageyn right ſuffer dethes violence 
tender of limmes,god wote full giltles, 
The goodly faire that lteth here ſpecheles 


A mouth he hath but wodes hath he non, 
can not complatue alas foz none outrage, 
Noz grutcheth not but lieth here all alont, 
ill as alambe moſt meke of hys viſage. 

What hert of (tele coud do to him damage. 
oꝛ ſuffer htm dye behol ding the manere, 

And loke benigne of his tweine typen ay 


Booke. 


O thou my father, to cruel is thy wzeche, 
Harder of heart than any Tpare oꝛ lyon. 


to ſlea a chylde that lyeth without lpeche, 
Uopde of al mercy and remiſſion,. 

And on his mother haſt no compaſſion, 

his pouth conſidzed with lippes loft as (ike 
which at mp bzeRlieth ſtil # ſouketh mike, 


s anpſozowe remembyed by wypting. 
Unto my ſozovoful ſighes (incomparable? 
Oz was there euer creature ling, 

that felt of dole a thing moꝛe lamentablet 
Fo: confoztles and vnrecuparable 

Ire thilke heaped ſoꝛowes full of rage, 
khich haue with woe oppzeſſed my courage 


Reken al mp miſchieues in eſpeciall, 

gon my miſchtet re mẽbꝛe a haue good mind 
My lozde my kather, is mine enmymoztall, 
Experience ynough the rot 7 fynde: 

10 in his purſutte he hath left behind, 

In deſtruccion of thee my child and me, 
Ruth.and all mercy,and fatherly picte, 


Ind the my bzother auoyded fro hys ſpghf, 
which in no wile his arace mapeſt attayne, 
las that rigour,vengeance,# cruel ryghe, 
hould aboue mercybe lady ſogerayne, 
But crueltte doth at me ſo dildayn, 
That thou mp bzother,my child, and alſo J. 
Shal dye exyted.alas,from all mercy, 


My father whilom by many fondzye ſygne, 
was mp ſuccour and my ſuppoꝛtacion, 
to thee and me moſt gracious and benigne 


Our woꝛldly gladnes,our conſolacion. 


But loue # foztune hath turned vpſo doun, 
Our grace(alas)our welfare and our fame, 
Pard to recure,ſo \llaundzed is our name. 


Spot of defaming is hard to wache away, 
than noyſe a tumoꝛ adzod do folke manace 
To hinder a man thete may be no delay, 
Foz hateful fame flieth ferre in (ſhozt ſpace, 
but of bs tweyn there is none other grace, 
laue onely death and after deathcalas) 
Eternal ſclandꝛe ot vs this tant the caas. 


Whom ſhal we blame oꝛ who ſhal we atwite 
Our great offence,ſith we may it not hide; 


Fol. cit. 


Fo: our excuſe tepoites to reſpite, | 
meane is there none, except Þ God Cupide, 
And though chat he would foz vs pꝛoupde, 
Jn this matter to be out chief refuge, 


Poetes ſayen he is to blind to ben a Judge 


He is depaynt lite a blynd archere, 

To marke a tpght fayling diſcrecion, 
Holding no meaſure nother karre noz nere 
But like foztunes diſ policion. 

All vpon happe voyde of all reaſon. 

as a blind archere with arowes ſharp groũd 
of auzntuce peueth many a moztal wound; 


Itthee and me he wiongly dyd marke. 
Fellp to hinder our fatail auentutes, 

as farre as Phebus ſhinethj in his actze. 
To make vs refuſe to all creatures: 
Called vs twepn vnto the wor kul lure 

Ok difk ame, which will depart neuer, 

by ne we repoꝛt the nopſe enccealyng euer. 


Odtous fame with (wilt winges fl yeth, 
But all good fame enupe doth reſtrepne, 
Eche man ok other the dekautes ſeeth, 

vet on his ovne no man wil compleyne, 
Out al the wozldouterpeth of vs tweyn. 
whole hateful yze by vs may not be quemed 
Fo I muſt dye, my father hath ſo demed, 


Nowe farewel bzother,to me it doth ſuffiſe, 
to bye alone fo; our both ſake; 

and in my moſt feythful humble wyſe, 
vnto my deathward though 7 treble # qua» 
ok the koꝛ euer now mp leaue Þ take (ke 
And once a pere fo2geat not but take hede, 
My fatall day this lettre foz to rede, 


So ſhalt þ haue on me ſome remtbꝛaunce, 
My name enpzented in thy kalendere, 
Byrehearſayle of mp deadly greuaunte, 
weare blacke þ day + make a doleful chere, 
and whan thou comeſt + (halt apꝛoche nete 
My ſepulture, I pꝛap the not dildapne, 
Upon my graue ſome teares to; to capne. 


noziting her letter awapped al in dꝛede, 

In her right hand her penne gan to quake. 
and a ſharpe ſweoꝛd to make her hett blede 
In her left hand het father hath her 12 
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And moſt her ſoꝛow was fo; her childe 
Upon whoſe fate in her barme ſleping. 


Ful many a tete ſhe wept in completning, 
After al thts ſo as ſhe ſtode and quoke, 


ber child deholding mid ot her peines ſmert 


without abode the ſharpe ſwoꝛd ſhe toke, 
and roue her ſelf euen to the heart. 

Her chti d fill doun which might not aſtert. 
Hauing no helpe to ſuccour him noꝛ ſane, 
but in her bloud the lelke began to bathe. 


And than her father moſt cruel of entent, 
Bad that the child ſhould anon be take, 
Of cruel houndes in haſt foz to be rent, 
And be deuoured fo; his mothers ſake, 


Of this tragedy thus an end J make, 
Pꝛoceſſe of which men may rede andſee, 


Contiudeth on miſchief a furious crueltee. 


Kemembzing fyzſt as made (s mencion. 
Yow that Pirrhus delited dim in de de, 


Whan Trop was bzought to deſtrurcion, 


with cruel ſwoꝛd Tropan blud to ſthede, 


but ofſuch laughter,ſe here the cruel mede 


As right requireth by bnware violence, 
Blud ſhed fo; blud,(s final recompence. 


CrLenuoxe. 


van ſurquedy oppreſſed hath ptette, 
Ind mckenes is td tirannyboze down 

Andagayn right haſty crueltie, 

To be bengeable maketh no dilaction, 

What foloweth therof by clere inſpeccion 

ſec an exaumple how Pirrhus in his tene, 


Ot hate dull yze lough yong Pollyrene 


King Eolus too rigo20us was parde, 
And to vengeable in his intencton, 
Agayn his chudzen Machapꝛe and Canace 
So impoꝛtable was his punicion, 

Ok halt pꝛore ding to.they; dell ructton. 
Wozſe in his y2e as it was wele ſene, 


the cruel pirrhus, which lough Pollirene 


Noble pzinces pzudent and attempze, 
Differce vengeaunce of high deſcrecion, 
Tyll your y2e (umwhat aſſwagedbe. 
Doe neuer of dome none execucton, 

Foz hate # rancour perturben the reaſon, 
Of haſty Judges,moze ofentent vnclene, 


the cruel Ptrrhus,which ſlough polltrene, 


CTheendof 
kyꝛſt booke, * 
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DO Oſum folk pertaſe it wouldſeme 


dy: * touchyng the chaunges and mu: 
| 8 tabilittes 
5 bi me reherſed ß thet might deme 
Of foꝛtunes ſtraunge aduerſities 
to pꝛices ſhewed,doun pulled krõ their ſees 
the ttagedies ought ynoughſuffpce, 


in compleining which re haue heard deniſe 


Theiſtoꝛp pitcous the pꝛoteſſe lamentable 
boyde of top all gladnes and pleaſaunce, 

a thyng to greuous and to impoꝛtable, 
where as no mirth is medled w greuaunce 
all vpon compleint ſtandeth the altaun ce, 
molle whan foztune who þ her coucſe well 
chãgeth old iopes into loꝛowes new new 


Foz vnto hym that neuer wiſt ok woe, 
remembzaunce of his olde gladnes 

whan his welfare and pleaſaunce is agoe, 
*neuecr atoꝛe knew of none heauines (nes 
ſuch vnware chãge, ſuch vncouth wzetched 
cauſeth in pꝛices thꝛow new dedly trouble 
after their kall ig their ſoꝛowes to be double 


Olde examples ok puntes that haue fall 
thetr remẽ bꝛaunte of new bꝛought to mind 
map be a mit rour to eſtates al, 

vowthep in vertue ſhall remedies fynde: 
to elchew vices of ſuch as wer made blynd 
from ſodein kallpng themſelf to pꝛeſerue, 
long to contune.⁊ thanke of god to deſe tue 


The kall ot one is a tlere lanterne, 

to ttache another what he ſhall eſchew. 

perill of one is. who can diſcerne, ) 

Schole and doctrine from peril to remew 

us mt deſerue ſuch guerdd there muſt ſew 

in vice noꝛ vertue no ma may god deceiue, 

like their deſertes their mede they (hall re: 
cee. 

who foloweth vertue lẽgeſt doth perſeuer 

be it in riches, be it in pouertie, 

light of trouth his clerenes kepeth euer. 

Igayn the aſſaultes of all aduerſitie: 

bertue is cauſe of long pꝛoſperitte, 

and whan pzinces fro vertue down decline 

thetr fame is ſhꝛouded vnder p clipttke line 


Foz falſe foztune which tourneth as a ball, 


of vnware changes though men her whele 
it ts not (he that pꝛinces yaue Þ fail (atwite 
But vicious liupng platnely to endite, 
though god aboue ful oft them doth relpite 
long abideth and doth his grace ſende, 
to this entent they ſhould they? life amend 


Fo2 their welfare and they: abyding long, 
who aduertiſeth dependeth not on chance, 
good lyfe + vertue makeththe to be trong 
Ind them aſſureth in long perſeuerance: 
vertue on foztune maketh a deftaunce, 
that foꝛtune hath no dominacton, 

where noble pzinces be gouernedbyreaſs, 


But ſuch as liſt not corrected be, 

by example of other fro vicious gouernaũce 
and fro their vices liſt not foz to klee, 

Ik they be troubled in their high putſſaſices 
they arect it foztunes varcaunce, 

touchyng the afites that they dyd be, 
theyz demerites ful! falſely to excuſe, | 


Uertne conlerueth pꝛinces in they: gloꝛp. 
and confy2meth they; domtnacions, 

and vices put theer pꝛice out ot memo2ye 
Foꝛ their treſpaces and their tranſgreſſione 
and in al ſuch ſodetn mutacions, 

they tan no refute nozno bette ſocoure, 

but agetn foztune to make they: clamour. 


Make an outcry ot her doublenes. 

as no gilt wer in their ovwne dede, 

thus bntruely they call her agoddeſſe, 
Which litle 02 nought map help at ſuche a 
but pf they had god in loue and dꝛede / nede 
truſted his loꝛdſhip in hett wyl a thought, 
they ſhould foztune platnely ſet at nought. 


Eutdences kul expert and palpable, 

tofoze rehearſed told of diuers ages, 
woꝛldly glozy.bayn and ful vnſtable 
With decettes double ok their viſages, 
ſhewyng to pꝛinces ferme ot theyʒ ce ages. 
bytheſe examples, how and in what wyle 
by others kall ng thei (hall theſelf chaſtice. 


Stanes ſhewed and tokens in the heauen 
diuers cometes and conſtellactons, 


dzedfull thunder kereful firy leue ne, 
Yu, Kurtgoy 
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A umour in earth and great dfſſencions, 
diſobeyſaunce in ſondꝛy regions, 

ſhewen examples ful wel afk yꝛme J dare, 
to mighty pꝛinces them biddyng to beware 


Theit lyke to amende oꝛ the loꝛde do ſmpte. 
though negligente 02 it be to late, 

and 02 d (weozd of vengaunce kerue oꝛ bite 
Into vertues their vicious lpte tranſlate; 
cheriſh riahtutſenes, again al wrong debate 
with dꝛead ok god make them ſelf ſtrong, 
than is no doubt they Hall enduce long, 


obo is not ware by others chaſtiſyng? 
other by hum Chal chaſtiſed be, 

hard is that he art whiche fo2 no waityng, 
Fo? no noctrine noz none auctozitte, 

fo: none examples wil from his vices flee, 
taa indurate is his frowarde entent, 
which wil not ſuffer his hardnes to relent. 


The round dzoppes of the \mooth raine 
which that diſcende and fail from aſoft 

on ſtones hard, at tte ye as it is ſeyn. 
Perceth theyz hardnes W they? fallyng okt, 
al be in tourhyng water ts but ſoft, 

the perſpng cauſed by foꝛce no; putſſance, 
but of fall ng by long continuannce, 


Semblably of right J dare rehearſe, 

oft redyng on bokes fructuous, 

the heartes ſhould ol pzudent pꝛinces perte, 
Sinke in they: mind 4 make the vertuous 
to eſchew all thyng that is vicious: 

fo2 what auayleth the examples þ thet rede, 
to their tedyng i contrary be the dede? 


Cunnyng and dede who can compzehende, 
in cl?rc conceites thei been thinges twayne 
and if cunnyng do the dede amende, 
{han atwene thẽ is made a mighty chetne 
a noble thyng and right ſouerapne: 

fo: than of tunnyng the labour is well ſpent 
whan dede foloweth, and both been of aſſt 


to the ſecond 2500ke. 


Thus John Bochas p:oceding in his boke 
which in number ts called the lecound 
gan fo2 to wzite and his purpoſe toke, 


To ct in ſtoꝛtes ſuch as he had found, 


of entent al vices to confounde 


by enſamples which he dtd expꝛeſſe. 
And at the beginnyng of his byſineſſe; 


Mighty Saul to hym dpd appere, 
kyngof Tſrae!l,pttcouſly wepyng. 

deadly of face , and with an hideous chere, 
His voyce ybzoke by manifolde ſobbing, 
and to mine autout his ſoꝛow completning 
requiryng hym together whan they mette, 
firii in his bone his wokull fate to ſette. 


Anon after, Jof cntencion, 

with penne in hand faſt gan me ſpede, 

as J could in my tranſlacton 

In this laboyr further to pꝛocede: 

my loꝛd came foꝛth by, and gan to take hede 
this mighty pztnce ryght maly a right wile, 
gaue me charge in his pꝛude nt auile, 


That Þ ould in euerp tragedye, 

after the pzoceſſe made mencton, 

at the ende ſet a remedye 

With a Lenuoy,conueyed by reaſon, 

and after that with humble affcccion, 

to noble pztnceslowilp it direct, 

bpothers fallyngthey might theſelk cozrect 


And Jobe ped his biddyng and pleaſaunce F 


vnder ſuppoꝛt ot his magnifprence, 

as J could J gan mppenne auaunce, 
Albe J was baren of eloquence, 
kolowyng myne autoar in ſubſtaunce and 
toʒ it ſutliced pleinly vnto me (lentence, 
ſo that my lozde my makyng toke atgre, 


¶ The ende of the 
Pꝛologe. 
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ds how Saul king of Jeruſalem, 
boꝛne of iow degree, as long as he 
died god, was obediente to hymn, Xx 
ruled by good counſel, made many 
great diſtoũfitures:but at the laſt 
foi his pude,p:eſtunpcion,+ great 
diſobeilaunte he loſt his crowne, ⁊ 
was ſlain by Philiſtees. 


¶ The. i. Chapter. 


His ſaid Saul 
okt whom TJ ſpake tofozne, 
OY full well compacte 
andlarge ofhis ſtature, 
rj of the lyne of Bentamin 
eke bozne, 
N Dis father, Cis 
4 was called in ſcriptures 
whoſe aſſes whylom left they: paſture, 
[pace of thꝛe dayes Saul had them ſought, 
ol his labour and tonde them nought, 


, 


Fo: they wer gon vut ſo farre aſtrap, 
ſo diſſeuered he ne could them mete, 
tyll that a chylde hym cy al the way 
paue hym counſaple his labour foꝛ to lete, 
And that he ſhould go to the pꝛophete 
which was full famcus hold in Iſtaell. 
of whom the name was called Samuell, 


Thich Saul made in his houſe to dyne. 
tete ued hym ok great affeccion, 

and by pꝛecept and oꝛdinaunce devine, 
Samuel made no pꝛolongacion, 

but ſhed the holy ſacred bnecion 

vpon the head of Saul. down kneling, 
and full dcuoutly of Iſtael made him king 


Of goddes people to haue gouernaunce, 
with ſcepter and crowne # whole the regaly 
and his noble e moꝛe mightyly to auance. 
with mekenes to rule his monarchpe: 
god yaue to hym ſpirite of pzophery, 

which was great gloꝛyto his magnificence 
of future thynges to haue preicience, 


Yu. Ind 


LL The ſetonde 
And whyle that he was meke and humble of a wictthe that came bp ok nought, 


vote of pꝛide and kalle pꝛeſũpcion (tn deve To peue hymlo:dfhhip and dominacion, by 
and pꝛudent counſatle with hym did lede, and fo: to make a plain compariſon, mt 
Hym to gouerne by good diſcrecton, men ſhould of reaſon dꝛead g Lton laſſe bu 
he Fond quiete though al his region, than the rudenes of a crowned alle. 

no fozeyn enmy durſt him to warrey, 


whyle he the loꝛde mekely dyd obe p. Nhat thing to god is moe abhominable, 
than pide vpzaiſed out of pouertye, 

No enmy might agayn hym reture, + nothyng gladly is koũd moꝛe vengeable, . 
thzow none tpuſes but ſoꝛe dyd hym dꝛede, Than are wꝛetches ſet in hygh degree; a 
made many great dilcomkiture, fo: from his ſtocke kind map not fle, 
Thꝛouqh his fozce,knighthode, 4 manhede, eche thyng reſoꝛteth how karte euer it go, 
on Philiſtees, and daunted eke in dede, to the nature which that it came kro. 
two mighty kinges,that one ot mmonites 
and another that gouerned Moabites. Fruite and apples take thepz talerage, 

| where thet kyzſt grew,of the ſame tree, 
Ye was found ftrong and cke bictozious, and ſemblably eche kinred and linage. 
the Philiſtines bꝛynging to miſthaunce, Once a pere it wyll none other be | 
agcin Idumees lo mighty aud kamous. by token oz ſigne at tye as men map ſee, 
Thꝛouah his knightly pzudft gouernance, dꝛaweth commonly in cuery creature, 
that he their pzidc bꝛouqht vnto outrans: Come teache to folow after his nature. 


outtaped them of wile dom and manhede, 
Pumo tegum as ye map platnely cede. IJ wztte not this fn rebuke ot pouettie 9 

but koꝛ ſuche onely as that it deſerue, - 
He was a ſonne called of one pere, god ot his might as men be well expert, a 
in Tſracll whan his raigne began, May them in vertue encreaſe and coſerue | 1. 
Cable of heart, and benigne of chere, from all miſchief a pooze man paeſerue , 


Froward no: ſturdy to no maner man. reple hym on he 


to domtnactons. a 
All that whyle loue of the people he wan, thzough high n 


Ne of they; condicions, 


thc time J meant while he was tuſt a table 4 
aud tu his woꝛkes not found variable. By influence god may his grace ſhede, b 
where he kindeth cauſe onely by mekenes | | 
But whan that pzide gan his hert euhanee apooze man to teyſe hym vp in deve, v 
wilkuͤlncs and falſe melancoly, Unto the eſtate of vertuous nobleſſe 7 
outrayed reaſon to haue the gouernance, fo2 out of vertue cometh all gentlenes, p 
Ok his olde famous policy: in pooꝛe and tiche make none excepcion, 
and had foꝛgetten in his fantaſye, but them commende lune they condicioll | 
to know the l0zd,and mekely ſue his law, Y 
god fro his erowne his grace ga withdzavo. A pooze man which that is vertuous. ; 
and dzeadeth god in his pouertie, 1 
The dnkynd wozme of kozpetkulnes. cche thyng £ gthat is vicious, l 
li his heart had myned thꝛough the wall, And to his power doth trouth and equitic; | 4 
whan he to god fo: his kyndnes. dare ſay ryght well what euer that he br, - 
8 Gaue no laude, noꝛ no thanke at all, puttyng no rebuke vnto his kinrede 
which had hym reyſed vnto eſtate ropall; but call hym gentle verely in dede. a 
from pooze degree among all his kin alone, t 
a ſynguler fauour to ſet hym in his thꝛzone. But kyng Saul was contrarious, p 
diſobeyſaunce found in his wazktng, ; 
What thing tn heart moꝛe kroward may be whan god made hym tobe bvictozious, ' 
than is ſodcin falſe preſumpcion, (thought On Imalech where Agag was byng: R 


man noꝛ woinan,beaſt noz child ſocoure, 
but þ his werd ſheuld al quick thig devour 


But Saul wzought all in otherwiſe, 

eche thyng reſerupng þ was katre to ſight, 
and of entent to make a ſacrifice, 

After his victoꝛye He ſhope hym anon right 
fatteſt beaſtes he choſe,and hath them dight 
towarde the fy2e,to make his off ring. 

and fro death he ſpared Igag the kyng. 


He was repzoued afterwarde ok Samuell, 
to goddes biddyng foꝛ he was contrarte, 

as abiect to tepqne in Fſracll, 

Chat all good hope in hym gan deſpapꝛe, 
his arace.hts might. gan pal l and appayze, 
bis pꝛophecye after hath hym fayled, 

and with a fiendhe was alſo trauailed. 


Thus fr5 her whele foztunec caſt him vown 
euatlcdhpm from his ropall ſee, 

and god alſo toke away the crowne, 

Both from him and his poſteritee, 

und ſet vp Dauid foꝛ his humilitees 

loe how the Loꝛ de his domes can deuſde, 
to tuhaunce mekenes and to abate pzide, 


Saul endured en his frenſye, 

a wicked ſpitite ſo ſoꝛe hym dyd aſſaple. 
vnto Sauid euet he had enuye 

That he was Hardy to enter in battayle: 
with a ſtaffe ſling Vopd of plate and maple, 
ſlough Soltas without fete oꝛ dꝛede, 

pulled out his ſweoꝛd and ſmote ot his hede 


It the repayꝛing home out of the kielde, 
whan Dautd had [larne thus Golpy, 

fong maidens whan that thep behelde, 
The great victozy,they in theyꝛ at monye. 
in laude of Dauid thus gan ſyng and erpe: 
Seul hath ſlam a thouſad with his might, 
Dauid teu thouſand the luſty yong knight, 


Saul diſdarned and ſaydfrowardly, 
thetorauntedteue a thouſand to mpname 
and to the ſonne here of Jlaye 

Paue tenthouſande to entreaſe his kame: 
which is to me a rebuke and a ſhaime, 

dhe rupon this Saul fret with pꝛe, 


Booke. 
dym eommaunded to ſpare no maner thing 


ol. lit. 
of pong Dauſd gan the deach concpyze. 


In his heart he had a fantaſie, 

ok the yꝛ ſynging whan that he tobe hede. 
de mpt it was a maner pꝛophecie 

That Dautd pzeferred ſhould be in dede, 
and to the crowne after hym luccede, 
thought his childꝛen as he gan d!upne, 
ſhould be depꝛuued ok the ropall line. 


Thus day by day, Saul wayes ſought 
toſlea Daw plainely ifhe might, 

albcit fo that he no malice thought, 

But euet kept hym lowly in his ſyght: 
therfoze good cuer and grate on him alighe 
foꝛ aye the Loꝛd of his megnifteence, 
again txzantes pꝛeſerueth innocentes. 


Andas the Bible plain ly doth vs lere, 

this Dautd had in his tender age, 

fo: his nobleſſe the kynges doughter dere, 
Called Michol topned by mariage, 

and whan that Saul fyll in any rage, 
Dauid anon to aſſwage bis woodnes, 
touched his harp # bzou zyt him in gladnes 


Saul full oft gan Danid to enchace, 

and warte y th;oughout all his londes, 
thzough deſertes him purſue and manaee, 
Ok entent to haue ſhet hym vp in bondes; 
oꝛ to ſley hym it he come in his hondes, 

but finally god thzough hes ozdinaunee, 
pꝛelerued his knight frd al maner miſchice 


Saul full off was brought to miſchief, 

yet aye from death Dauid dyd hym Caue, 
and hereof this was a ſpetiall pꝛeet᷑ 
Mhan Dauid cut his garment in the cane, 
and mo tokens yk ye liſt to haue, | 
anothertyme Dauid allo kept, 

the lyfe of Saul, whan he lay and ſlepf, 


The caſe was this as they lay hoſtyng. 

not farre aſonde r, and Saul lay and ſlepe, 

all his people about hym ſlepyng. 

And vnpurue ed like a flocke of ſhepe, 

of whiche thyng Dauid toke good kepe. 

doun deſcended and made no delaye, 

came to the tent where zyng Saul lape. 
H. ul. The 


The leconde 


The ſpere ok Saul ſtondyng at his hede, 
Datud toke it and went his waye anone, 

of his comyng there was no man toke hede 
Fo: Saul lept and his men eche one, 

and whan that he vp to the hyll was gone, 
toward Saul again he caſt his loke, 

made a noyle that all his knightes woke, 


12ſt to Abner pꝛinte of his chinalrye, 
Dautd ſayd theſe wozdes in ſentence, 
I buctſ quod he) thou had done great kolpe, 
this day ſhewed a great negligence, 
to ſuffer ot Saul the magriificence, 
in perill ſtonde and none hede to take, 
about his pet ſò to make his knightes wake 


Chou art to blame foz thy rechleſnes, 

to ltut the kyng ſtond in ſo great a dꝛe de. 
in llepe to have moze ſauout and ſwetenes 
Than of his lyke to take he de: 

ſuch ncaltgence requiceth fo: his mede, 
death and tounent by tiaht full adac ment. 
about à pꝛince whan folke be negligent, 


Am tt thou lift te ſet an eutdente, 

how that his lyke ſtode in icopardye, 

C- here his ſpete and peue therto ccebente, 
How vnpꝛouided ye wer in poitroartte; 
Saul noꝛ thou pe map it not deupe, 

pour life. your death, yout powe x.ycut puiſ· 
this dat god put holt in int gouccnãcr ace 


But me to acquite cf pttre innotente. 

as cuery man u, ould vnto his kyng, 

and to declare in me wae none offence, 

Agatn bis nobleſſe in wyll noꝛ en woꝛkpng 
as god wel vote that kroweth eucry thing 

that I ncuer by no conſptracie. 


wꝛought no; c mpaſſed agayn his regalpe. 


L © here example of perfit pacience, 
£gapn malice to ſhewe kyndnes 

thee Saul ſhewed his mortall violence, 

I auid Rc; atte hin teth CufTrace #® goodnes 

d tant vanquiſhed by his pꝛur t mckencs 

men again frouth may wel a warte ginne, 

but at the ende the palme he doth aye win. 


For of this ſtoꝛp if that pe take hede, 
Saul is fall fo2 his frowardaes, 


into mſchiefe.and into ſodepn dꝛead. 

Fo! Philiſtees the Bible beareth witnes 
with a areat power gan theyꝛ wardes dzefle 
vpon kyng Saul auenged to: ko be, 

the pz tentes piggt belpde Gelboe, 


TUherof kyng Saul aſtonted in his heart, 
had loſt his ſpzite of knightly hardines, 
and ſpectally whan he dpd aduert, 
Pꝛophete was none his harmes to redzefle 
of future thynges trouth to expꝛeſſe. 

tu Iſraell, vhich caſt hym in great dꝛede 
betaule that tyme Samuell was dede. 


Foz Saul had caft out all diuine s, 

from J'iraell, end eche diuineteſſe, 
notwithſtandyng the Philiſſines. 
Mere tys again his power to oppꝛeſſe: 
and he ne knew no manerſozcereſſe, 

of whom he might any counlayle take 
and he of god that tyme was fozſake, 


In tts wyſe he ode difconſolate, 

eouul aile of god no2 pꝛophete knew he none 
but lyke a man mod intoztunate, 
Ungtacioully he ſpt d hym foꝛth anone 
and lectetely this Saul is foꝛth gone 

to a voman that ſhould him rede aud wille 
tn Iſtaell called a phetoneſſe, 


Mhich is a name as elerkes wꝛiten all, 
and office who that taketh hede, 

ſouics of men agayn to clepe and call, 

I meane ſuch that tofoze wer dedc, 
wi;ic ts a thyng ſtraunae fo2 to rede: 
that any woman ſhould, who ſo liſt to lere. 
mabe loules of dead men to appere. 


Uncouth and ſtraunge is then opinion. 
and to my vit a manere impoſlible, 

not actoꝛdyng me ſemeth to reaſon, 

$1902 lyke & thyng which that is credible, 
that a loule of nature tnuilible, 

might appere 92 ſhew viſibly, 

vnto eyen which that been bodel p. 


But oꝛ that J any farther flitte, 

{ed I wet holde to pꝛelumptuous, 

to diutue s this matter J committe, 
Ind wtfe clackes that ben vertuous, 


n 


eee eren ee rr 


Booke. 


tn they: wittes ſubtyll and curious, 
to conclude as it doth them ſeme, 
u this matter a trouth foz to deme. 


Ude thet it was the ſoule of Samuell, 

0: other ſptrite that che dyd call, 

which that tolde the krng ok Jſracl!, 

Of the battell that ſhould after tall: 

dis aue ntures and his anſchmes all. 

and of his death he told alſo in dede, 

ano how Dauid ſhould after hym ſuccede. 


Becauſe onelp of his diſobetſaunce, 

as it is wꝛitten, and fo: his rechlefnes, 

on Imeleche koꝛ he toke not vengeaunce? 
Chus the [ſpirit bare to hym witnes, 
wherof Saul fell in great heauines, 
knowig no mene to eſcape out of this dont 
but take his foztune as it commeth about. 


Cold htm alſo his enmtes wer ſo wꝛoth, 
the Phnliſtees beſyde Gelboe, 

in that battaxie he and his childꝛen both, 
Should dye that dayof neceſſitee: 

bis chmalrpe ſhall ſcounfitedbe, 

ok his retane there is nolenger date, 

fo: god fro him his kyngdom wyl tranſlate, 


Ind thus Saul returned is agayn, 
his mt iny after bꝛought to diſcomfiture 
and whan he ſawe al his people ſlapne, 

Ind how there was no meane to tecute, 
in that deadly wofull auenture, 

he bad his ſquiet take hig ſwecꝛde as blyue, 
and thꝛough the heart þ he ſhouls him riue. 


That his enemies whech wer vncircũciſed 
ſculd haue no power in ſteꝛp it is founde, 
to fall vpon hym as they haue deuiſt d. 

To pcue hym his laſt fatal wounde, 

his high nobleſſe at miſrhiefe conkounde, 
dut h; 5 ſquier foz feare ot god and dzede, 
Loud noe aſſent to doe lo foule a dede. 


Co ſley his loꝛd he greatly was aferde, 
athyng hatetull in every maus ſyght, 

but Daultoke the pomell ol his weoꝛd, 
Ind in the ground full dept anon it pight, 
and in all haſt poſſtble that he might, 

made the point in his furious papue, 


Fol. ritit. 
to perte his hert and part it even on twetne 


The Philiſtees anon as he was dead, 
Spa xled hym ok his royalt armurc. 
diſmembꝛed hym and ſmote of hie head, 
Ind in token ok thepꝛ dilcomkfiture, 
toke the ſpovles with all the yꝛ buſy cure, 
and the tot made in all they? belt entent, 
to Otaroth, of pꝛide a great pꝛeſeut. 


Thus was Saul ſi ine in ſentence. 

of Philiſtees bpon Gelboe, 

fozſake of cod fo; inobe diente, 

A diett alſo from his royall ſee, 

and thus foz lackyng ot humelttie, 

of god he was foz teuer let aſpde, 

loc here the ende of ſutqut dye and pꝛide. 


CLenuoye, 


Hue mind of Saul which to eſtate tyal 
frolow degree was called fo: mekenes, 

but pꝛelumpcion made him haue a fall, 

Ot god abie ct fo2 his fro wat due, 

loſt his ctowne the Bible bereth wetnes 

ai. d cauſe was foꝛ his diſobeyſaunce, | 

to gods byddyng he paue none attendance, 


God net axeth no moze of man at all, 

but whole heart without doublenes 

fo: all the giftes whiche in cfpectall, 

He yauz to man ot his htah coodnes 

but he chaſtiſeth all vnkyndnes, 

ſuch as bene rebel fo2 to doe pleaſaunce, 
and to his biddyng ytue ne ne attendance. 


Noble pzinces vertue moſt pzincipall, 

you to conſerue in your hygh nodleſle, 

is to empꝛinte in your memoꝛtall, 

Fayth equitte, all wꝛonges to redzeſſe, 

to ſuſtapue trouth, and ryghtcouſneſſe, 
and to koꝛe god hold euenſy the balaunce 

d to his bydding peue whole pour att ẽ dance 


(T commendatton ot Bochas vpon the 
vertue of obe dꝛence. 
Ertue of vertues moſt ofercellence, 
t hich that haih moſt 
ſouetayn ſuffiſaunce, 
is the Vertue of crue obedience, 
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| The ſeconde | 
mbtch ſet all thyng in ryghtful gouernace bene ouermaiſtecd with cenſualttte. 


for ns wer not this pꝛudent 02dinance, 
ſome tobep and ſome aboue to gue, 
dellroped wer all woꝛldlp policie. 


Ahere that vertue and hygh diſcrecton, 
auoyded haue from them al wilfulnes, 

by title onel y of domtnacion, 

Truelp liuyng vpon rightwilenes 

wꝛong and crrours tuſtlyto redzes, 

of trueth J may right well affirme and lay 
the people mekely their biddig ſhould obey, 


This noble vertue of faithfull obepſaunce, 
citabitſhed vpon humilitte, 

which includeth no double Vartaunce; 

In all regions and in eche citte, 

cauſeth welfare top and pꝛoſperitie, 

and as vertue chtef and ſouerayne, 

dl vicious rpote it plainly doth cefirayne, 


Obedience cke as men mapſee. 
falſenes cryleth and all rebellion, 

fo: by temperaunce.ryght and equitte, 
Stant the welfare of eucry region: 
fo: the mekenes and low ſubieccton 
ofcommonttes, holde vp the tegaltes 
of loꝛoſhtppes, aud of all monarch(es, 


And no doubt whan ſoꝛdſchterres of entent, 
biſy been the ſotteraine 1025 to queme, 

to they; ſubtectes doe ighttuil tudgemente 
In conſcience, us tight and reaſon deme, 


than ſhall their ctorcne and their drademe, 


vpon thetr head perſcuer and fceſhly ſhine. 
+ mate ſubie ctes to th vꝛ bydding incline. 


Thus obepſaunce plainelp at a woꝛde. 
in ſuch as haue ſoꝛdſhip and ſoneraintte, 
done of entent to they: ſcuetaine lozde, 


Mall cauce them rapone in long pzoſperitie 


and the pꝛ ſubiectes ot humilitte, 
fo; they: noble famous gouernaunce, 
ape to be ready vider they: obeyſaunce, 


Fo: who that ſerueth the lowof Loꝛdes all, 


and hath the people in his ſubtetccion, 
god wyll kepe hym that he ſhall not fall, 
X. ong pꝛeſetue his dominacion, 


but ageynwarde whan wil edom and reaſs, 


farewell the floures of the yz kelicitie. 


Obedience blunteth the ſharpenes 

of crucli ſweoꝛdes, in tirantes hondes, 
and mekenes appeaſeth the keines, 

Ok haſty vengeance bꝛeketh a two ß bideg 
cke pacience ſetteth quiete (nlondes, 

and where theſe thzee cotune in comonties 
l0g peace pzeſeructh kingdornes and cities 


Obe diente doth alſo reſtraine, 
conſpiractons and falſe colluſtons, 
whan {he Gant vnparted not atweyne, 
There is no dꝛed ok no diſc:ncions, 
fo: ſhe combineth the true opinions: 
in hertes ok peoples ful wel afozn pꝛouided 
vader pzinces to ſtond whole vndeutded 


Mhere pꝛintes be mcke,hſible # debonatre, 
towardes god of whole affeccion, 

the pꝛ ſubiectes be gladly not contrapze, 

In they; ſeruice by no rebellion, 

koꝛ there is found no deutſton. 

but head and members eche fo: bis party 
beſo geuerned by pꝛudent policie. 


Contrariouily Saul was put downe, 
abtect of god fo: his obſlinacie. 

put from his ſteptet his crowne his region 
Ot Fſraell loit all the monarchte; 

fo: he liſt not make his alie, 

of frowardnes and wylfull negligence, 
this noble vertue called obedience, 


Fo: as it longeth in kyngdomes and cities, 
vnder a keyof one bencuolence, 

puntes and kynges to geuerne they: ſets, 
So appertepneth duc reuerence, 

to they: (ubicctes by obedience, 

tobe they: loʒdes as they be of degree, 
by tptle of ryght in euery tõmontie. 


Fo: obeyſaunce if it be diſcerned, 

with Irgus epen who that taketh hede 

as right requireth is not well gouerned, 

han the members pꝛeſume agen p hede 

of gouernaunce there is no perfit ſpe de, 

from vnttie they go a frowarde wape. 

whan ſubiectes they? pꝛiuces diſobe y. 
Con 


2Looke. 


Fol. xliiii. 


C How kyng Roboam fo geuing fayth and their termes molt ſubtelly appopnt. 
to pong counſayle,loſte the bene uolente of Ethe thyng concluding with falſe decepcis 


bis people, and dyed a foole. 


C The. u. Chapter. 


x» to John Bochas, 
m oꝛdet next there came 


Sonne and next heyꝛe to Salomon, 

entt yng by title of juſt ſucceſſion: 

beſought myne autour to make of his foly, 
and ot his fallyng a piteous tragedy, 


Firſt whan he entred into his regton, 
twelue Tribes gouernyng in dede, 

ruled hymſeſf by wyll and no reaſon, 
kept his ſubtectesplaynlyas J rede, 

not vnder loye, but vnder frowarde dꝛede: 
of olde wiſe.to his great diſauaple, 

he deſpyſed the doctt yne and counſanle. 


He demeaned as it was well couth 

his ſceptet. his crowne,andhes regall . 

by tuche folke as floured in they; youth, 
Could of cuſtome their wittes wel appl pe, 
to blynde hym talſcly with their klatter p. 
which is a ltepmother called in ſubſtaunce, 
to all vertue and all good gouernaunce. 


Alas it is great dole and — pitie, 

that flattet y ſhould haue lo great fauour 
whiche blindeth pꝛinces þ they may not ſee, 
Miſteth the ten ok eue ry gouernour, 

that they cannot know their owne erroure 
falſe hony ſhed aye on they: ſentence, 
afoole is he that yeucth to them credence, 


They map be called the deuils tabourers, 
with frowardſownes eares to fulftll, 

02 of Circes the perilous butlers, 

Which gal and honey together down diſtil 
whoſe dztnkes bene Amerous and yll, 
andasclarkes well deutſe cunne, 

wo2le than the dꝛnkes of Sirenes tunne 


Cares of pzinces full well theycan anoynt 
with the (oft oyle of adulacion. 


* 


ite pong kyng called Roboam, 


aye blandiſhyng with amerous poyſon, 
and finally. as the Poete ſapeth, 
their faith of cuſome cöcludeth w vnkatth 


Flourig in woꝛdes though there be no fruit 
double of heart,pleaſaunt oflanguage, 

of true meanyno,voyde and deſtitute, 

In muſtring outward pꝛetẽd a fatre Viſage 
who truſteth them fyndeth ſmal auantage 
by apparence and glo2tous freſh ſhewing, 
pʒinces deceiving and many a wozthy king 


oboam can beare full well witnes, 

from hym auoyding folkes that wer true, 
how he was hindꝛed byflatt ry and falſencs; 
Bythem that could foꝛge out tales new 
whoſe counſatle after ſoꝛe dyd hym te woe, 
and with their fayned falſe ſuggeſtton, 
greatly abꝛpdged his dominacion, 


He dempt hymſelk of moꝛe autoutie, 

of foly, youth. and ot pꝛeſumpcton. 

than was his father in all his ropaltie 
And this pompous falſe optnton, 

came into his conceit by adulacton. 

fo: flatterers bare to hym witnes, 

how he extelled his fathers high nobleſſe. 


He did great rigor and oppzeſſion, 

vpon his people as tt was well pꝛoued, 
and then to fynd ſome mitigacton, 

In matters which that haue them greued. 
of they; tributes fo: to be releued, 

beſought he would releaſe the in their nede 
but al foz nought he toke therof none hede, 


All ode counſayle from hym he ſet aftde, 
aud refuſed they: doctrine and they2 loꝛe, 
and by falſe counſaſle of folkes full of pive 
Dis pooxe lieges he oppꝛeſſed ſoꝛe: 

and ten kynredes anon without moze, 

fo2 tiranny and fo: miſgouernaunce; 


fro him withdzouch their trouth x 1tegeice 


This of the kyng conceyued the rigoyr, 
the people anon of tndignacton, 

ſtoned Aduram which was collectour 
of the tributes in all his reg#on, 


kroin 


The ſeconde 


from hym departyng by rebellion, 
wherot aſtonted tauenge his great vntight 
into Fciuſalem toke anone his flight, 


And whan thei wer parted from Koboam, 
the ten kinreds by deuiſton,. 

chaſe them a kyng called Feroboam, 

And Koboam witiun his to pall towne 

to bene auenged of their rebellion, 

and foz to do? on them cruell tuſtice, 

an hundzed thoulaͤd he made anon tarile. 


With Jeroboam he calt hym fo: to mete, 
and all at once ſet in icopardye, 

but Semeias the pzophere bad hom iete, 
Andfcom the warte withdzaw tis partye: 
and moꝛe the quarell fo2 to tuſdtfie, 

ok his people frowatde departyng 

it was goddes wyll done foz a puntching. 


Touching the ſurplus ok his gouernauce, 
his roypall buyldyng of many kapze citte 

his great riche famous luftiſaunce, 

Of bine anDople hauing great plentie, 
and how his empire encrealed peres thee, 
cke how that time he riqhttull was in dede 
in Jolephus his doꝛp ve map rede. 


Ok his childzen boꝛne in right lyne, 
eightene wiues as made is mencion. 

7 kinde he had and mauy concubine, 
Sonnes and douaghters by pꝛocreacton, 
and how his riches ard great poſſeſſion, 
that time cncceaſed,as it is well know 

to god aboue, while that he bare hym lowe, 


But as this auctour inaketh rehearſaile, 
m his encreale and augmentacion, 

mene nes in heart in hym gan wall & faple. 
Aud pade entred with falſe pꝛeſumption, 
vertue deſpiſpug and all religion, 

after whoſe vice s as ſapeth the ſame boke, 
wicked example of him the people toke. 


Akter the maners where they be good oz yl 
dſed ok pꝛinces in divers regions, 
the people is redp to view and fullkylil 
Fullpthe traces of their condetions: 
 fozlozdes may in their ſubietctons, 

ſo as them liſt who ſo can take hede, 


to vice 02 vertue they: ſubiectes lede. 


Thus Roboam foꝛ dis tranſgreſſions, 
in Jolephus as it is deuiſed, 

and fo: his frowarde kalſe opintons. 
Onely koꝛ he all vertue hath de ſpyſed. 
of god he was rightfully chaſttled, 

in Teruſalem his chief roxall rowne, 
of his ennues beſieged enuiton. 


The kyng of Egipt a ſiege about hym layd, 
with ſo great people that ſocour was there 
albeit fo that Koboam abzayde, 
And pꝛayed god deluer hym from his fone, 
to auoide (of met ty) his en mies euerpchone 
but god liſt not graunt his pꝛaper, 

but hym chaſtiſcd litze as ye ſhaͤllhere. 


Firſt his citie and his noble fowne, 

de liue ted was, he knew no bet ſocour, 
buder a fayned falſe compoſicion 

Fe: at thetr entryng voyde of all fauoure, 
kepyng no coucnaunt,toke all the tceaſour 
within the temple, hauyng no pitie, 

but ladde it home to Egipt their countrey, 


Ind to rehearſe it is a great dole, 

Low Roboam (as Joſephus doth declare, ) 
was inly pꝛoude andtherwithall a foole, 
Ind of all wiſedom deſtitute and bare, 
vninerctable his people foꝛ toſpare, 
hating good counlayle, and ſo in his folly, 
reigning a foole,and ſo J let hym dye. 


C Lenuoye, 


Philoſophers concluden and deulſe, 

in their bokes of olde experience, 
that counſatlers,ſad, expert, and wiſe, 
True of their woꝛd, ſtable ok their ſe ntence 
haſty noꝛ recheles foꝛ no violence, 
kepe and pꝛeſetue the trouth J date attame 
noble ſſe ot pꝛinces fro miſchtefe x defame. 


Haſty pouth and rancour in contrarywyſe, 
which haue to wyll all theyꝛ aduertence, 
except themſelfe all other men deſpyſe, 
though their vnbꝛideled fut tous inſolenc? 
Ncthing acquainted with wiſedõ a pꝛudẽce 
bꝛyng apein warde, wherok thel be to blame, 
puttyng 


none. 
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Booke. 


putting his nobleffe in miſchteke a dꝛkame 


Ryng Kodoam agein ryght and tuſſtice, 

to pong foles paue faith and mou credence 
cruelly his ſubrectes to chaſtice, 

which put his people fro his beneuolence, 
thzough ten kynredes from his obedience, 
which was to hym by recozd ful gret ſhame 
puttyrg his noblelle in miſchiefe 4 dekame 


Noble pzinces doe wwifely aduertiſc 
;nperſcuerpngof pour magnifycence, 

of olde expert not blent with touetiſe, 
Tatze your counſayle and do the reverence 
Eped as Argus in they: hygh pꝛouidente, 
which conſerue by repozt of good name, 
nobleCe of pzinces fco miſchie te ⁊ detame. 


CIChapter deſcriuing how pꝛinces being 
headers of their comontte s. ſhould haue no⸗ 
bie chrualrte true judges they comontye to 
gQuerne xc, 


C.The.tii.chapter. 
//4, at earthly thyng is 


WY jmore detemiable 
ithen of princes the 
pome and vapnegloꝛp: 
which went to ſtonde in they eſtates ſable 
Is they the world had cõquered by victozy, 
d nd ſodeinlp be put out of memoyy, 
them fame clouded( alas) and their nobleſſe 


with a darke ſhadow ok tozyetkulnes, 


Wherof cometh the kamous clere ſhining 
of E mperours in their conſiſtoꝛtes: 

oʒ wherof cometh their laude in repoztyng, 
Saue þclarkes haue wztten thepꝛ hiſtoꝛtes 
0: whers wet now conqueſtes trAtitozies, 
oz their triumphes,where ſhould men the 
nad wziters theirpzowes put iu mind (find 


Reken bp all and firſt the woꝛthy nyne. 

in high noble ſſe which hadneuer peers, 

heir marciall actes which clerely dyd ſhine 
+ their kame vobozne aboue the nine ſpheres, 
With loude ſownes of famous clartoners? 
their glozious palmes yf they be wel pzciſed 
by low labours of comons was firſt reiſed, 


Make alkenes oktheſe great ymages 
curiouſly carue out byentayle, 


de ad armes. bodye.and the yꝛ freſh diſ ages 


without fete 02 legges may net auayle 
To ſtond voꝛiaht, foꝛ nedes they mull katle, 
and ſemblably ſubiectes in commontees 


teile vp nobleſſe of punces in theyꝛlees. 


Is head # members in tmages bè one ſtone 


other of ſtocke by cumpas undeuided, 

and by pꝛopoꝛcion they: fetutes cuetychone 
Det in true oꝛdet as nature hath pꝛouided. 
ſo p all crrours though cratt be citcucided: 
the bead ſet higheſt by cuſtom as men know 
the body ampd4the fete beneth lowe. 


Mighey pꝛinces fo; they high te noune, 
as moſt wo2thy ſhall ofcupye the head, 
with wit, memoꝛy and tyen of reaſon, 

To kepe theyz mebers fro miſchtet᷑ x dꝛead 
like theyꝛ degrees take of them good hede, 
with clere fo2eſyaht of a pwudent thought 
their tete pꝛeſetue that they erre nought, 


There muſt be handeg a armes of defence, 
rohich (hall the ymage many kepe and gute 
from al aſſaultes of koꝛeyu violence, 
Which ſhalbe named nobleſte of chyualric, 
their true office (uſtly to magnttye, 

ſuſtain the churche # make themſelf ſtrong 
to ſe þ widowes noz maidens haue no wzõg 


Pꝛudent tudges as it is ſuyll and ryghe, 
to puniſh wꝛong and ſurfetes to redzelle, 
in this ymage ſhalt occupy the ſyght, 

Fo: loue 02 hate, by dome of rightwilenes, 
fo: frende oz foe his tudgementes delle, 
ſo egally the lawes to ſuſte ne, 

in their woꝛkes that none errour be ſeyn. 


Amid this — there is a hodyſet, 
an aggregate of prople and degrees, 


by perfit peace and vmtie net. 

By theſtates that gouerne comontees: 

as Maryozes,p:ouoſtes,* Burgers m cities 
marchauntes alſo which ſcke lundꝛy 15des 
W other craftes which line by ther hödes. 


Ind as a body wohich that ſtant in health, 
10 


felcth no griek ol no kyoward humours, 


Fol. lb. 
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The ſecond 


ſo tuery comon continueth in great wealty 
Which is demeaned w pꝛudtẽt gouernou cs 
that can appeaſe debates and et tours, 

the people ke pe from all controuerſte, 
cauſyng thetr weltare tencteaſe + multiply 


This body mult haue a ſoule of lxfe, 

to quicke the mẽbets with ghoſtly mocions 
which ſhalbe made of folke contemplatife, 
The churche committed to they; polleſſtds 
whiche by the yꝛ holy conuerſacions 

and good example, ſhould as ſterres ſhyne, 
by grace and vertue the people tenlumine. 


Upon the light of their condicions, 

of this body dependeth the welfare, 

foz in their teachyng and pꝛedicattons 
They (hould trouth to high lowe declare, 
and in their office fo: no dzcad ne ſpare, 
byces correct like as they ate holde, 

(ith they ben herdes of Chꝛiſtes folde, 


Folowpng vpon of entent full clene, 
{abourers,as pe haue Heard deuiſed, 

ſhall this body bearen vp andſuſtayne 

As kete a legges which map not be deſpiſed 
fo: true labour is tuſtly auctoꝛiſe d. 

and nere the plough vpholden bytrauaple, 
of kynges,pztnces, face wel al gouernaple. 


Thus kyꝛſt it pʒꝛinces gouerned be by ryght 
and knighthode ſuffet p people to haue no 
x trouth in iudges ſhew out his light ( wꝛõg 
And fozth m cities with loue he dꝛaw alõg 
and holy church in vertue be made ſtrong, 
and in his labcur Þ plough ne fein nought. 
thi by pꝛopoꝛcid this tmage is wel wꝛought 


This matter whole fo: to exemplityt 
kyng Koboam fo: a falſe oppzeſſtan, 
and fo: his wilful froward tiranny, 
Loſt a great partie ofhis region, 
wherfoze let pzinces conſider ofreafon 
god ſet the people foz loꝛdeg auauntage, 
and not tobe oppzeſſcd with ſeruage. 


Upon ſome p2inces Bochas doth complain 
ſuche as haue a cuſtome and manere, 


again they; ſubiet tes dngodly to dil dayne, 
And of pude to ſhew them kroward chere 


counſaileth them to remember and lere, 
as this Chapter doth ſtnally deuyſe, 
firſt out of labour all lozdſhtp did aryſe. 


C How Mutius Scocuola ſlough an in; 
nocent in ſtede of kyng Pozcennathat layy 
ſiege to Rome. 


¶ The. tit. Chapter. 

Han king Pozcenna with 

ö 1 / bie chiualrye, 
$\\.\agayn Romanes a 

warte kpyꝛſt began, 
the tow ne beſtegyng vpon eche partte, 
with gret puiſſance bzought out of Tuſki 
in the ei tie there was a knightly man: 
Mutis Scocuola which caſt in their diſtres 
to bꝛeake the ſiege thzough his high pꝛowes 


Let arme himſcifclene in plate and mayle, 
foꝛ common pꝛokit tauauncen his cozage, 
kyng Poꝛcenna pꝛoudly to aſſayle, 
A tyme pꝛouided to his auauntage. 
though the ſtege to maken his paſſage, 
and finally at his in compng, 

teopert his perſon fozto lep the kyng, 


But like as telleth Titus Iiutus, 

where Pozcenna ſate in his topall ſee, 
this Senatour, this manly Mutius, 
Saw a punte of great auctozitie: 

the, kyng reſemblyng clad in oo [tyerye, 
atwene decernyng no maner vartaunce. 
ſlough that pzince cf very ignozaunce. 


But whan he knew that he dyd fayle. 
toſlea Poꝛcenna enmpy to the tovne , 
and ſaw he had loſt all his trauaple, 

He made apiteorslamentacion, 
becauſe he dyd execucion 

of ygnozaunce age yn his owne entent 
to ſpate à tyzant and ſlca an innocent. 


Foz which he was wyth himſelf ful wzothe, 
that he was found ſo neglygent in deve, 
and with his hand vnto a fyꝛe he goth, 
Made it bzenne bꝛyght as any glede, 
both nerue and bone and his fleſh to ſhede, 
his hand conſuining on petes here 4 poder 
and from his atme made it part al _ 
n 
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Ind as the ſtoꝛy derlareth vnto bs, 

this manly man, this noble ſenatour, 

afoze time was called Muttus. 

which foz the cõmon did many gret labour, 
and foz the vncouth haſty fell rigour 

done to himſe life, the Romapnes all, 
Scocuola they did htm after call, 


2s much to ſay by language of that loud, 

who take a right the expoſicion, 

as a man which is without an hond. 

and after hym by ſucceſſion, 

all his ofſp2yng Þ wer bone in the towne, 

In temembꝛaunce foz toencreaſe his fame 
Of Scoeuola, dare after hym the name. 


By this exaumple and many other moe, 
Jtmen liſt thetr courages to awake. 

They ſhould ſene what peril and what woe 
Foz common pꝛotit men haue vndertake, 
Is whilom Bꝛutus fo: Lucrecis ſake. 
Chaſed Tarquyn fo2 his tranſgreſſion, 
Ind kinges al out of Rome town, 


Couching Lucrece,exatiple of wifly trouth 

Dow yong 4 arquin her falſly didoppzeſſe 
ardafter that, (which was to great acouth) 

How ſhe her ſelfe Nough foz heauines, 

It nedeth not rehearſen the proce ſſe, 

lit that Chaute r. chiet poete of Bꝛitapne, 

W;ote of her life a legend ſouerayne, 


Rehearſyng there among other thinges, 
Eche cyꝛecumſtaunce and eche occaſton, 
Why Romaynes exiled fyzſt theyz kynges 
Atuet to tepqne after hym in theyz towne 
as olde Chzonicles make mencion, 
Remebzing eke thunkindly great outrage 
By Jenee done to Dido of Cartage. 


Ede other Nozies which he wꝛote in his lyue 
Ful notabl p. with euery cyzcumſtaunece; 
And the pz fates did piteouſſ y de ſcriue, 
Like as they fil put them in remembzaunce 
Wherfoze if F ſhould my penne auaunte, 
ater his making to put them in memozye, 
men would deme it pꝛeſüpcion # veinglozy. 


Foz as a ſlarte in pzeſence ofthe ſunne, 


Booke. 


Fol. xlbi. 


Leſeth his freſhnes and hys clere light, 
So my rudenes vadec \kyes dumme. 
Dareth ful lowe, and hath loſt his ſight, 
To be compated agein the beames digit, 
Okt this Poete, whectoze it wet but bapn, 
Thing lapde by hym, to wzite it new agayn. 


¶ Howe Luctece oppꝛeſſed by Taco 
| quin, ſlough ver ſelte. 


¶ The. v. Chapter. 


Ut yet at Lucres 

ame Iwill a whyle, 

It wer pitie her ſtozp to to hide, 

wy flouth the penne of mp ruds 
e: 

But fo2 her ſake al matters ſet aſtde, 

alſo my lozd bad Þ ſhoul d abyde. 

By good auyſe at layſer to tranſlate, 

The dole ful pʒoceſſe of het piteous tate. 


Folowing the trace of Titus Ltutus, 
which wꝛote of her a dectaracion, 
Moſt lamftable moſt doleful moſt piteous, 


where he deſcciueth the dolozous treaſon, 


Ok her conſtrepned falſe oppzeſſion, 
W20ught d compaſſed by bnware vtolence 
The light troubled of her clere conſcience, 


Her father whilom called Spurſus, 


Her worthy huſbond named Col latin, 


wt ich by the lururie and treaſon odtous. 


| vicious outrage ot ſextus ꝓꝛoud Tarquin 


oppzeſſed was and bzought vnto her fyne. 
whoſe deadly ſoꝛow in Engltlh foꝛ to make 


Df piteous ruth, my penne J fele quake. 


This ſaſd Tat quin, this euil auiſed knight 
this ſlaudꝛed man moſt hateful fo: his dede 
Came like a thefecalas)vpon a night. 


with naked ſweoꝛd when no man tote heds 
Upon Lucres ſhe quakyng in het dzede, 


Lying abedve farce from her tolkes all, 
aud knewe no xcfuge foz helpe foz to call. 


1. 


De-menaſing in his froward intent, 
On her beholding with a kurtous chere. 
that with his ſweoꝛde bur ſhe would allent. 
Her aub a boye he would pꝛeut T fere, 
ſuthote as was molt ougly of manere, 
Mof} vii1kely of perſone and ok fame, 
Thus he her thzct foꝛ to ſlaunder her name 


But his intent when ſhe did fele, 

and ſawe no meane of her woful chaunce, 
the mozow after ſhe liſt nothing concele, 
Told hcr huſbond wholy the gouernaunce, 
Him requtryng fo: to doe vengeaunte 
Upon thrs cryme.ſaydlike a true wike, 

ſhe would her heart peice with a knyfe, 


In this matter this was her fantalſpe, 
Better was to dye then to liue tn ſhame, 
and laſſe w'cke to put in ieopardve, 

het mot all body than her good fame, 

u hen honour dycth farewel a mans name! 
Beitet it wer our of this life diſſe uer, 

than ſlaundꝛous fame to (lea a ma fo; euer 


But to that purpoſe her huſband ſaid nap, 
Her father alſo was therto contrary, 
Making apzomiſe without moze de lap. 
To doe vengeaunce how they wil not tary, 
To her declaring with reaſons debonary, 
bnder theſe woꝛdes trouth + reghe coſerued 
toi lea her ſelf he hath no thing deſecued, 


F oꝛ ſodaynly and alſo bnaduiſed, 

as a foule is trapped in the ſnare, 

By vnware fraude vpon thee practiſed, 

thou wer deeciued playnly to Declare, 

Hauing this conceit hard is to repare 

The name of them vhech falſly be defamed 

when wꝛong repozt p high renoun _ ſha. 
med 

Touching thy perſon J dare affirme x ſein 

that it wer a maner (mpoſſible, 

and lite a thing which neuer pet was ſeyn, 

that thy woꝛſhippe was found coꝛtuptible. 

but ſtedfaſt aye and indeutcſible, 

Unvdepartcd vertue and made ſtrong. 

aud now deſirous taut᷑ ge thy pietous wz6g, 


On tbtne (ntucte we ſhal auenged be. 


The ſetond 


Conſidered kit the deadly heanerieTe 
which thou ſaffredſt by great aduerſitie, 
when the auoutout thy braury dyd oppzeſſe. 
Itidretopſimagby a falſe alaunelle, - 
Maliqre thy will as athefe by night, 

thee encumbzed of very foꝛce and might, 


But if thou wouldeſt leaue al thy mourning 
andreſtravn thy importable woe, 

Sone (houldeſt thou ſe an egaſlpuniſhtag 
Upon thy moſt froward moꝛtall foe, 
To warne al other they (hal no moze doſg 
Im chaltiſing of falſe auoutrpe, 

the and thy renoun of right to magn(fpe, 


n — n 8 * — 


what was defacing to thy true intent, 
thoagh his pouth vnbꝛidled went at large 
So foz tenfozce a tely innocent, 

whoſe wic ke dnes ouqht to brare the charge 
and we of right thy conſetente diſcharge, 
the toye vulcful of his falſe pleaſaunce, 
with double palme thine honoz doth auance 


Conecmue and ſee O thou my Lucrece, 
How that ceaſon and good dilerecion, 
MHouſd thy trouble and thy mourning cealt 
Ofright reſtcepn thp opinion, 

So rechleſipto doe puntcion. 

with knife in hand to ſlea thpſelfe (alas) 
F 0; others gylt, and didlt no treſpas. 


Let be Luerce: let be al thy dole. | 
ecaſe thy conplaynt and thy woe reflg:ynt, 
Mou! T fro thee liue alone all ſole, 

and thy death perpetually complayne 

to put thy tather in tmpoztable pepnet 

k out welfare be not ſo rechles, 

to dpe and leaue our childze motherlcs, 


Of pꝛudence eke thou oughteſt foz to ſee, 
and aduertiſe onelpofreaſon, 

though of koꝛce thy body cozrupt be, 

thy ſoule (nward and thyne intencton, 
Fraunchiſed been from all cozrupcion, 
Offence is none conſidꝛe in thine intent, 
But wil and heart peue therto full conſent 


Thou wer naked in thy bed lying. 
Jlont vnware \leptng and voyde 2 mtg, 
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ulpieiouſles al of his compng, 
— time namely,becauſe that it was night 
a feareful woman and he an hardy knight, 
albeit ſo bnknightly was his dede, 
with naked ſweozd taſſaple thy womanhede 


e might thy body by foꝛce wel oppreſſe, 
By ſleighty wayes that he had ſ ough a 

But wele wot J foz al his ſturdint ile, 

he might neuet haue maſtery of thy thought 
Che body yelded, the heart pelded nought: 
pe wer tweyn . thou feble, a he ryght ſtrong, 
thy trouth enfozced.he wozker of the wiong 


Where mighteſt p haue — pꝛaiſe oz laud 
all right conſidzed,trouth and equitte, 
firſt coũterpeiſed his fo:ce #4 ſletghty fraude 
Chen to perſeuer in keminitie, 

with thought vnchanged and in kragilttte, 
Ok womanhede to haue an heart fable, 
what thing in the might be moze cõmẽ dable 


Jt is wel knowe thou wer of heart ay one. 
toal falſe luſtes contrarye tn gouernaunce, 
moze line an ymage caruedout of ſtone, 
than like a woman fleſhly of pleaſaunce, 
the tirant fond the in chere a countenaunce 
which euer after by womanly victory, 
Sbalbe aſcriuedto thine encreaſe ofglozy 


Chy kather Bzutus hath thee wel excuſed, 
My ſelke alſo thy bloud and thy kynrede, 
On this matter let no moze be muled, 

Co ſiea thyſelfoz doe thy ſydes blede, 
Certes Luerece thou haſt ful litle nede. 
It wer great wzong by all our (udgement, 
toſpare atyzant andſlea an innocent. 


Thy ſelke to murder to ſome it would ſeme 
thou wer gyltte, wheras thou art clene: 
Diuerſc wittes diuerſly wil deme, 

Repozt thing thou none didſt mene, 
Fo; which thou ſhalt pactentlyſuſtene, 
Till thy chaſt wifely tnnocence, 
Wayſee him dfoz his biolence; 


Folke wil not deme a perſone innocent. 
Which welkully when he is not culpable, 
Peldeth hemlelte to death by udge ment, 
and neuer was aloe of no gylt poztable, 


Booke: 


Fol. xl pit. 


his owne dome bpon himſclfe vengeable, 

tauſeth p people tho their repozt be nought 

To deme a thyng that neuer was done ne 
(wzought 

To be auenged vpon thtne o wn life, 

In excuſing of thy deadly fame, 

Co ſhew thou art a true perfect wyke, 

we ning by death togeat the a name, 

In this deucſe thou art areatlyto blame, 

where Þ pet knoweſt thine honoz clerely ſhi⸗ 

to peue Þ people matter to deuine. (ne 


Ind with that woꝛd Lucrete did abꝛay de. 
Ful deadly pale both of loke and of chere. 
to them agayn euen thus ſhe ſayd: 

Let de nd let be my father dere, 
Speakethno moꝛe to me of this mattere, 
Leſt men dempt in hyndꝛyng of my name 
I dzead death moze then falle defame. 


Pour counſel is I ſhal my life conſerue 

to ſoꝛow and ſlaundze,but to nogladnes, 
But lade wicke is at one houre to ſterue, 
than euer languiſh in ſoꝛowe heautneſſe, 
death maketh an end of al wondly diſtreſs 
and it was ſayd ſith ful yoze agoe, 
Better is to dye, then cuer to lue in woe. 


when that wo:ſhip in any creature, 

Is ſlayn and dead by ſlaundꝛous tepoꝛt: 
Bet is of death the dꝛeadkul pepne endure, 
then by falſe noyſe aye liue in dilcomfort, 
where newe a newe defame hath his reſozt 
Neuer dyecth, but qutckencth by thoutrage 
Ok hatetul tonges + benemous language, 


Doe pour deuoyze to halow + make ſtable, 
the chaſt chambzes of wifly gouernaunce, 
Foz in this caſe it᷑ it be variable, 

On falſe auouttie fo: to done vengeaunce 
There ſhal folow cuerlaſting remebzaunce 
how true ſpouſaple as ye haue herd deuiſed 
In pour citte bzoke and not chaſtiſed. 


It᷑ pe be found in ſuch caſe negligent, (ge 
to puniſh auoutoꝛs of right as is your chars 
thzough pour llouth as ye wet of aſſent. 

luxurie vnbꝛidled (hal rfine abꝛode at latge 
who ſhal then your conſciente diſcharge: 


D woman ſtond in ſckernes, 
8 J., Ok Lucrecg 
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' Foz which offence death 


OfKucreee affozred the. clennes. 


© deare huſbond what foy ſhould it bs 

to thine eſtate in any maner place, 

Lxke as thy wyfe fo2 to cherilhe me, 

Oꝛ in thine armes me goodly to enbꝛace: 
the gilt hoꝛtible conſidered and treſpace, 
By Tarquin done (alas and wel awap,) 
which tn my pſ6 may neuet be waſhed away 


And father mine. how ſhouldeſt thou me cal 
after this day thine owne daughter dere, 
whech amCalas)refuſe of weomen al, 

that to thy pleaſance was whtſom moſt ens 
within thy houfe wha J did lete, (tete 
By clere txaumple of manifold doctrine, 
Ill that perteined to verteous dilcipline, 


Thich J haue loſt now in my dapes olde, 
Dilpepzed it to recute ageyn, 


Meine owne childꝛe J dare them not be hold 


becauſe Þ wombe in which p they haue le pn. 
de fouled is and pollute in certein, 

which was tofozn in chaſtitte conſerued, 
Chaſliſe the auouter as he hath deſcrued, 


Ind koꝛ my parte to ſpcake in woꝛdes kewe. 
Lenger to liue J haus no fantal pe. 

Foz where ſhould J out my face ſhewe, 
£O! dare appe are in any company, 

Sith a darke ſpot of falſe auoutree, 

al euer fcreaſe whether it be kalſe oꝛ true 
tnto mine hindꝛing the llaundze to te ne we: 


Luſt aſtoꝛced hath a falſe appetite, 

Ol krayltte included in nature, 

Maugre the will there foloweth a delpte, 
as ſome kolkes ſapn in eucrycreature, 
Good fame loſt full hard is to recure, 
And ſith J may my harmes not redꝛeſſe, 
to you in open mp gylt J wil conkeſle. 


Ilbe Þ was agayn my wfl oppꝛeſſed. 
there was a maner conſtreined luſt in dede 
which foꝛ no power might not be redzeſſed, 
7oꝛ feblenes J ſtode in lo Lp dꝛede, 

u be mymede, 
Sith leuer 7 haue with ſome edge tole 
to ſlea my ſelfe, than live in ſlaundze ⁊ dole. 


The ſecond 


O father mine ſpare and haue plette. 

And dere huſbondrue on mine offence, 
Goddes and goddeſſes called ot chaſlitie, 
to my treſpale graunt an indulgence; 

Foz of my gylt to make a recompence; 
where that Uenus gate in me auauntage, 
death (hal tedzeſſe. a chaſkiſe mine outrage 


Fo if I ſhould maken anp delap, 

To perce my bzeſt by harpeues ofa knyfe, 
Men would deme and (ay fro dap today, 
to make my ſlaundꝛe moꝛe open and rye, 
How that I was moze tender of my ſyft 
the of mp wozthip which wer to gret (hang 
to loue mp life moze then mp good name. 


In this matter no witnes is ſo good, 

to put away all faiſe ſuſpicion, 5 

as with a knife to ſhede mp heart blood, 

I might not make a better purgacton 

to all folke that haue dpſcrecton, 

Than finally by my death to excuſe, 

The gylt hozrtble;of which men me accuſe, 


Goe furth myſoule pure and (mmoztall, 
Chief witnes of mine (nnocence, 

Tokoꝛe tho Judges which been inkernall, 
Fpiſt Minos king to deme my conſcience, 
With Khadamanthus to peue a ſentence, 
Like inp deſert that it miqht be ſene. 

Ju wikely trouth how that J was clene. 


Thou erthly body which thzow thy fayzents 
wer to auoutep fulgreat occaſion, 

of thybloud ſhed out therednes, 

And by thy ſides lat it raile adowne, 
Stiere and exite the people of this towne, 
Co done theit deuer within a litle while, 
Fo;louc of Tarquin al uinges to exe. 


Ind kirſt J pꝛap my huſbond mott entere, 
Ok this vengeaunce to make no delay, 
with helpe and luceour of my father dere, 
To puniſh thauoutour in al the haſt pe may 
Lat him take his wages and his pay, 

like as ye ſee and pleinly now concetue, 
Foz his offence the death I doe teceme. 


Ind ſodeinly oꝛ they might aduect, 
She toke a knife and with great violence, 


Thzougy 


Booke. 


chouqh the bꝛeſt euen bnto the heart, 

ſhe made it glide there was no reſillente 
Full pale ⁊ dead fi doune in their pꝛeſence 
Ind bpoccaſion of this pieteous dede, 
Carquin exiled and wholy his kinrede, 


Fo; which cauſe byreco2dof wꝛit ing. 
was there neuer in Rome the citte, 
Ifter that day no man crowned kyng, 
88 in Chzonicles ye may behold and ſee, 
Thus foz luxuttie and therr crueltee, 
then tyzannye and the ꝑ falſe extoꝛcion. 
Cher were exiled out of Rome town, 


C vowe Rome after was gouerned,and 
Utrgtinia by her father ſlapne. 


CThe vi. Chapte . 


Ouerned after by other officers, 
as is remembzed in Titus Liuius. 
Calted Deckuirt ok diuers chzonicles 
among which there was one Appius 
Iudgt vnttue. pꝛoude, and luxutious, 
which thꝛough the citye þ ſtoꝛy beretd wit 
Bthatid was fo; his great falſneſſe (neſſe 


Ind onte it fel as he keſt his loke 

bpon a maide, moſt tnly taite of ſight, 

I falſe deſire within his heart he toke, 

Her to diſuſe age yn all (kl and right, 

and ſhe was daughter to a wozthy anighe 
Full manly found in his dedes all, 


And Uirgintus the Komatns dyd him call. 
whoſe goodl y dotighter Þ ſtoꝛp doth vs lere 


tas attet him fo2 his noble fame, 

Uiginia called moſt goodly andentere, 
andfozthis cauſe ſhe bare the ſame name 
But Appius full greatly was to blame 
which hath cõſptred through his great fall: 
Ilz he might her beauty to oppꝛeſfe (neſſe 


This iudge vntrue bot h in thought a dede, 
Ol laue vnrightfulſought oute occaſion, 
Made a ſergeaunt of his to pzocede, 


Fol. xl biii. 


Again this maide to take an accion, 
Cleime her his ſeruaunt by falſe colluſion: 
and thys was done by Apptus of entent, 


That he on her might peue a tudgement, 


And by this mene tn hys falſe delite 
thought he might her beauty beſt diſuſe, 
Sotaccompliſhe his fleſhlp appetite 
thc being feble the acrton toretuſe 
Wherupon her father gan to muſe, 
kullp concepued of Appius the manere 
In her defence wzought as pe ſhal here, 


Uhan Apptus had peuen hys tudgement, 
Again thys mayde whych afoze hym ſtode, 
Her manly father moſt xnightip ot enteut, 
toke her apart as he thought it good, 

And wyth a knife ſhed her heart blood 

De mpt it better to [lea her in clenneſſe, 
Than p tpzaunt her beautte ſhould oppꝛeſſe 


Thus whole conſerued was her chaſtttie 
and bndefouled was her mamdenhed 

Foz Uirgintus to kepe her honeſtye, 
SDSpared nothing to make her ſides ble de 
But Appius fo; this hozrible dede, 

t Decemutr though his vnhappte thaũece, 
Had in that citpe neuet after gouernaunce 


As the ſtow alſo maketh mention, 

Apptus aſhamed ot hys dede, 

Slough him ſelf fetered in pꝛieſon, 

Ok a falſe ſudge, lo here the final mede, 
And tho Tribunitn Rome gan ſuccede, 
Twene right and wong trulte to decerne 
Ind Romapn lawes wuſtlyto gouerne. 


Men map here le as in a myꝛroure clere 
eſtates chaunged koꝛ their great offences, 
Ind dy ſome poze perſons ſingulere 
Pz3inces put doune fro theic magntficfces 
which not coſier in their great excellices 
Howe god oꝛdeineth his yard in ſiid:y wiſe 
The poze ſome while $ pompous to chaſtiſe 


reon to ſhewe exaumple anone right, 
arked in ſtoz pe fo; a notable thing, 
Pauſantas of Grete a manly knight, 
Of Maredonye ſlough Philip the king, 
At a table were he was litting, 

J. iu. Atwene 
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Atwene Jlexander and Olimpiades 
ys wzong tauenge ampddes of al p pꝛees 


Ehe Salmatoꝛ a knight ok lowe degree, 
foꝛ wꝛonges done ineſpectall, 

Ok manly fozce grounded on equitee, 
ſ!oughof Chartage the pzince Haſdzuball 
wo ych bother was-dnto Duke Hannibal, 
beſide a tiuet as they mette in battacle, 
Called Met autre which renneth in Itaule. 


Wherfoze pe pꝛynces if pe liſt long endure, 
be ryght wel ware be pe neuet ſo irong, 
In rourlozdlhippes not to much aTure 
Oz (urquedy the poꝛatle to doe wzonge, 

in pour dfſcreacion concepuing cuet am 
Greteſt dzeade is that may pour ſtate al 
whan ſubteccion doth tn the people faile, 


CLenuoye. 


71s tragedye declareth in partye, 

what miſchief foloweth of extoꝛcion, 
Eke of ſpouſebꝛech and of auouitpe 
By Tarquin done thzough falſe oppzeſſion 
vnto Lucrece within Nome town, 
Kynges exied fo: ſuch miſgouernadle, 
and falſe outcages done to the pozaile, 


Eke Appius of wilfull tirannye, 

agein Uirgitnia toke an accion, 

@<:ough a falſe luſt of frowardlecherte, 
blent and far derkedhis memozy and teaſd 
which was chiefcauſe and occaſion, 

why the eſtate of Deccmuit dyd faple, 
Thꝛough falſe outrage done to the pozaſle, 


King Philip loſt ſcepter and regalie, 

ol Pacedony the famous regton 
vnwarely llapne amyd hys chiualrye., 
Sitting at meate wit hin his chief donged 
and gteateſt cauſe of his falling down, 
Was whan foztune his pꝛide dyd aſſacle, 
Foz; falſe outrages done to the pozaile, 


Duke Paſdzuball whome bokes magnifye, 
vp to the heauen fo; his high renoun, 
tUyoſe ttiumphes raught bp to theſkpe, 
and had al Char tage in his ſubteccion, 

yet was he llaine vnwarely by treaſon. 


The ſecond 


By a ſeruaunt, loe what (> doth auatle, 
Treaſon purpoled afoze in the pozaile 


Nodle Pzinces your reaſon doe applie, 
whych ouer the people haue dominacion, 
Do p}udentlyto gcuerne them and gupe, 
that love and dꝛead by true affeccton, 

ze ſerue their heartes from falſe reb21l(g, 


th to your highneſſe no thing mape moꝝ 
thi true {ubceccts expert in p poꝛail (prevail 


¶ Howe Hieroboam king cf Jſrael fo + 
Idolatrye and diſobedtence,came to 
a miſcheuous ende. 


¶ Tse vii. Chapter. 


vnto hys pꝛeſente, 

Ringes ſixe, him pꝛaying to haue mynde 
vpon their fall by vnaware violence, 
From their eſtates of ropall excellence: 
And tokoze all F find that there came, 
Ot all Jſcaell king Hie roboam. 


Unto mine auetoure he began to declare 
bis deadly complaint with a pale face, 

Vis great miſcheues arid hys cull face, 
and howe he fil down frd his kinglye place, 
though aret vnhappts v hich did his hight 
+ as thts ſtozy plainly hath deuiſed ( bꝛace 
Fo; his vffcnces howe he was thaſkiled, 


In Tdolatcr he was as it is tolo, 

reiſed bp auters of very fozce and might 
Set therupon two calues of pure golde, 
dyd them woꝛſhip agein al ſkill andryght, 
Gane cuel exaumple in the peoples ſight 
whan he did with fumes and enſenee, 

Co falſe Jdoles vndne renerence, 


Fro the temple he made the people gone, 

pꝛeſtes oꝛdepned after his owne quſſe 

Fozſoke the tribe of Leup and Jacon, 

and bpon Bethel his offring gan deuiſe: 

Ind while he dpd vnlefull ſacrifice 

God that wel knew of him the falſe entent 

From Jeruſalem apzophete to hym — n 
{ 


K 


z7\hich him rebuked of his miſgouernadce 
zud gan the pereis to him ſpecihe, 

Told him afoze foꝛ to do vengeaunee 

of Dauids kin, thet ſhould coine one Joſte, 
which ſhould his pꝛeſtes that falſiy toud lee 
Manly diltroꝝ and ſlea them al at ones. 
and into aſhes bzenne them kleſhe i bones 


And in token of their deſtruceion, 

the pzophete toid among them all, 

Powe his aulters ſhould bowe dowd 

and his Idoles from their age fall: . 
whom that fooles their goddes kalſiy call 
which haue no power to helpe in no manere 
Fo; they may nepther ſee,fele,no2 here, 


Iftcr that this pꝛophete Jadan had told 
theſc ſate d lignes plainly to the kynge- 

His aulter fill on pecis many folde, 

and ouerturnedback ward his offcinge? 
Fo; which the king furiouſly loking, 

Put foꝛth hys hand the ſtozy maketh mind 
Bad is men the Pꝛophete take and bynde. 


And as he his arme raught out on length, 
had no powet it to withdꝛawe agen, 

wer vnweldy cõtracte, and loſt his trength 
and whan the king theſe tokens hath ſein, 
And how ß pꝛophete ſpake no wozd in vein 
greatly aſtonted coud ſap no moze, 

But pzaide Jadan hys atme foz to teſtoze. 


And by hys pꝛaper and medfacion, 

of bis atme (attet this vengeaunce) 

There was avone made reſtitucion, 

and ok his pepne fcleth alegeaunte, 

Fo; which che king with great inſtaunee, 
Kcquired him to be ſo gracious 

That dap to abide and dyne in hys houſe, 


But the Pꝛophete would not aſſenk, 
nothet with htm to cate noꝛ to dunke, 
— — and — anone he — 
on u hoſe departing ing gan ſoze 

And fantaſies gan in his hert ſmke, 

ij ectally whan that he toke hede 

Df al his tokẽ s, how they were true in dede 


Eod bad Jadan in this greate e e, 
To Hicroboam firſt whan he _— 


Booke? 


Fol. clix. 


eate nd2 dunke mn no maner — 
In that enye vohile he was pꝛeſent: 
But anothec Pꝛophete ofentent 
Ful olde and ĩ ug on that other ſide, 
tompelled hath this Jadan to abide, 


Him afozſing by falſe colluſion 

To reſozt agen bnto the Citye, 

and to make no contradiccion, 

noith hym to dyne of frateraite; 

to htm affirming it map no other be f 
Foꝛ god ſent him as to his frend a bꝛothet, 
to abide with him d plainly with none other 


Of frendichede and true afk eceion. 

wit hin his houſe to ſhewe his preſence, 
Foi a tepaſt and a refeccion, 

This goddes wil and kully hys ſentence 
to whole woꝛde s the Pꝛophete paue credece 
And as thep ſate at diner both in kere, 

God vio Jadan ſaped in this manete. 


Fo: the breaking of my commaundement, 
Thy great ockence and thy tranſareſſion, 
that thou hail be fo wyltul negligeut. 
Thou (halt endure this punicion; 

Be alto tone and cent of a Lion. 

and in thy counttep thou ſhalt not recure, 
with Pꝛophetes to haue thy ſepulture. 


Ok which wrong — — — 
gan to depart wyth a tul heaup t. 
Of a Lion ampd ofthe way flame, 

but hys Aſſe harmyd was right nought. 
A full great meruaile if it be welc fought, 
the Lyon ſitting as in their defence 

And kept them both from al violence. 


A theſe tokens myght not conuert 
roboam fro his iniquit e, 

ddes warning hym liſt not to aduere, 
no by his Pꝛophete cozrected foz tobe, 
TUherfoze god would that he ould ſe, 
Uengeaunce folowe as it fel in dede, 
Both vpon him and his kinrede, 


I ſonne he had which kel in great ſirkneſſs 
catled A dia the boke doth I pecific. 
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The ſecond 


To goe dagiſed without rumpany, 
Unto a pꝛophete which called was Ahpe, 
Yim to require truly foꝛ to ſape, 
whether the child ſhould liue oz dye. 


Ind in his inward ſight contemplatike. 
God ſhewed dim by clere enſpeccion, 

Of Fieroboam howe lhe was the wike. 
Fo al her \leyghty tranſfozmaccon. 

Fo: nouther tallas no: falſe decepeion, 
Yay be to god but it be parcewed 

Fo? he ne his pꝛophets may not be decetued 


She came to htm in a ſtraunge wede, 

At the ente ring he called her by her name, 
Come toꝛth (quod he), foʒ it is no nede 

to hide thy ſelf.as it were foꝛ ſhame, 

Foz the trouth truly e to attame, 

God hath peuen me fully knowleging 
Wyat p alt anſwere x ſay vnto the king 


Say plainlyto him 4 marke it in thy thou- 
in th repatrre theſe woꝛdes reherſing (ght 
Sith godhath made the # ceiſed the vp of 
krõ a ſeruant to raigne as a king (nought 
Fro Dautds ken moſt wozthyly redninge 
Partyd the kingdome # xeuen it vnto thee 
And thou vntzind therof canſt nothing ſee, 


His great goodnes is out of remembꝛaũce, 
kuli fozgetten cf thy frowacdpude, 

Jn falſe goddes put thine affiauuce, 

God aboue falſelpſet aſide. 

Wherfoꝛe from the anone he (hall deuide 
@ThykMmgdome whole without moꝛe delay, 
And frothy line the crowne take away. 


Ind koꝛ thou haſt to thy confuſton, 

thy faith vnfaythfullto falfe goddes take, 
wꝛonglp refuſed thy religion, 

Of god aboue, and plcinly him fozſake, 
This ia p ende which that thou ſhalt make, 
thee and thy kyn no man map ſocoure, 
Fleſh \kyn,and bone, youndes ſhall deuour 


Ind at the entring home to the Citte, 

thyſonne and his thou (halt find him dede 
of al his zin though there were none but he 
Found very good take therof good hede: 
of which anſwer ß quene til in great dꝛede 


Entring the Citye in efpectall 
Her childe was dead andlay coldby wat 


Ok this warning the king toke none hede, 
but made him te dy with full great aparailc, 
Forty thouſand with him he dyd lede 
Of manly men armed in plate and maile, 
with king Abtas foz to haue a great bittail 
the which Ibias that was of Juda king 
Unto hys people lated at their meting. 
(mozye 
O noble knightes haue one thyng in me: 
no man vanquiſheth platly to conc: ude, 
With great people, no: getteth bictoꝛie, 
with noumbers heaped noꝛ great multitude 
Falſe Jdolaters god will them delude, 
Not ſuffer his ſeruauntesþ ben true ⁊ lad 
Ok milcreauntes to bene ouerlad. 


Te(umphe is none founde of newe oz ol>, 
iu theſe pdoles of (tone noꝛ ſiluet ſhene 
Non in calues of metall made oꝛ gotde, 
peue to that part pe whicy vnttulp mene: 
and ſith that god knoweth our quarel elene 
There is none hope, fozce none noꝛ might, 
with them that ground the a cauſe ageini 


(Cpgyt 
Dope of victozy ſtandeth vod rightwrſue te 
of them that caſt there ſinful like tamendt, 
Ind lid fo:ſake wrong and al fa!ſneTe, 
Ind with whole heart vnto the lozd entend 
which (hal this dap his grace to you ſend 
Ourec true cauſe truly to termpne 
And thus Ibias gan hys tale fine, 


Dis pꝛeſtes gan their trumpes foz to blowe 
and king Ablas though his high renoune, 
Gaue to his people both to highe and lo ve 
full manly confoꝛt and conſolacion, 

And fifty thouſand by computacion, 

were ſlaine that day which ful pꝛoudly came 
Upon the party ot king Hieroboam. 


And al the partp of Hieroboam 

and al that were of his line bo2ne, 

Iktet this batatle vnto miſchief came. 

whi they were ſlayne, w hoũdes al to to:ne 

As the pꝛophete had them told befoꝛne: 

But foꝛ the king toke therot᷑ none hede 

with ſodẽ vẽgeaũce god qutt him his mede 
U. Howe 


Fl 


Booke : Fol. l. 
C.Howe areas King of Ethiope Ok his caſtle;weth a full great toute. 
was llapn in battapie. as he vnwatelp lapd a ſiege about. 
C The. vitt. Chapter, But Amri, a p2ince of ful great might. 
Came into Tharſa a famous ſtrong citee, 

Fter hym to Bochas did appeare, andcaſt him plemiylive a woozthy knight, 
A get in 02dze plepnly as J fpnd, Da this zamrt auenged foz to be, 

One zareas with a ſozowful cheare, Him to deſtroy without mercy oz pietie: 
And he was bing of Ethcope and Inde, But in a towze as ʒambu went, 
Whole tyen wer almoſt with weping blind Set it a kyꝛe. and ſo bimſelfe he bꝛent. 
32axing miue àuctout his vnhappy chauce 
with other woc ful to put in remembzaunce 

COfking Achab and Jeſabel 

Ind that he would reco2d by ſcripture, his wyke. 
His ſodayn fall and doloꝛous diſtreſſe, 
Ind his defamous hateful diſconfiture, ¶ The xt. Chaptec. 
with the diſpopling of his great ticheſſe: 
and howe kyng Ala thꝛough his noble ſſe, th ſighes ſoꝛe, aud wepyng 
and his people as he did them aſſayle, | impoꝛtable, 
hath him ve nquiſhed and ſlapn in battaple. Meer kyng Achab vnto John 


¶ Howe Nadab king of Feruſalem 
loſt lcepter andcrowne, 


C[ The.ix. Chapter. 
=] F Tſracll than came the woeful! 


| Kyne, 

A called Hadab ful pictouſly weping 
N Unto Bochas his compleynte 
tehearlyng. 
Pow king Baaſa by ſubtill falſe werkyng. 
vith ſode yn ſlaughter cauſed his falling. 
whan foztune can falſely on him frowne, 
and toke vntulily from him (cepter ⁊ ctroun 


¶ Howe the vengeable Prince 
zambꝛtas ſet a tourt on fpꝛe 
and bꝛeut himſelke. 


¶ The. x. Chapter. 


Ext came 32mbzt,a Pzince ſull 
vengeable, 

0 {| Whtche ſlough kyng Ela by 
=——a\ktiaſon, 

That found alſo foꝛtune full vnſtable: 

Foz this z3ambyi ofentencion, 

hath murdzed him within the chiel dongeon 


— as, 
whoſe heactly ſozow was (mcomparable, 
and complepning full okt. he ſapd alas) 
Beſeching him to wꝛpte his woeful càas, 
Compyle his falling and the face yfere, 
Ok Ithalta his own daughter dere. 


To god aboue moſt contrartfous, 

this Achab was in al his gouernaunce, 

and had a wife cruel and lecherous, 
Called Jeſabei which ſer al her pleaſaunce 
On Gods pzophetes fo: todo vengeaunce: 
In the byble their malice men map ſee, 
and ydolaters they wer both he and ſhe. 


God koꝛ their treſpaſſes as it was wel ſeyn. 
afozeſhewedby true pꝛophecte. 

Sent thzee pere neither dewe ne reyn 
Upon the carth.their grayn to multiplye, 
ill eft agein by pꝛaper of Yelp, 

Holeſom waters from heauen gan deſcend 
which gaue the cauſc their curſed life tamed 


But his wife that curſed Teſabel, 
to eche thing hateful which was dfurne, 
an hundꝛed pꝛophetes ſhe ſlough in Jiracl 
Unto Baal fo: they would not encline: 
and ſhe alſo lough Naboth fo his vyne, 
though u hoſe outrage and falſe oppꝛeſſion 
Achab was bzougbt to his Pere 0 
rs 


Cd goe diſgifed without tumpanp. 
Unto a pꝛophete which called was Ahpe, 
Him to require truly koꝛ to ſape, 


whether the child ſhould line oz dye. 


And in his in ward ſight contemplatike. 
God ſhewed dim by clere inſpeccion, 

Of FHietroboam howe ſhe was the wire. 
Fo al her ſleyahty tranſtoꝛmacton 

Fo: nouther tallas no: falſe decepeion, 
Maybe to god but it be parcetued 

Fo2 he ne his pꝛophets may not be decetued 


She came to him in a ſtraunge wede, 

At the ente ring he called her dy her name, 
Come toꝛth (quod he), foꝛ it is no nede 

to hide thy ſelk as it were fo: ſhame, 

Iq the trouth trulye to attame, 

God hath peuen me fully knowleging 


What p alt ancwere x ſay vato the king 


Sap plainly to him 4 marke it in thy thou- 
in thp reparre theſe wozdes reherſing (ght 
Sith godhath made the a ceiſed the vp of 
fro a ſeruant to caigue as a king (nought 
Fro Dautds ken moſt wozthyly redgninge 
Partyd the zingdome # xeuen it vnto thee 
And thou vntzind therof canſt no thing ſee, 


His great goodnes is out of remembꝛaũce, 
fulty fozgetten cf thy frowacdpude, 
In falſe goddes put thine affiauuce, 
God aboue falſelyſet aſide. 
wWherfoꝛe from the anone he ſhall deuie 
Thy kingdome whole without moze delay, 
And frothy line the crowne take away. 


Ind koꝛ thou haſt to thy conkuſton, 

thy faith vnfaythfullto falſe goddes take, 

- wiongly refuſed thp religion, 

Of god aboue, and plcinly him fozſake, 
This is 8 ende which that thou ſhalt make, 
thee and thy kyn no man map ſocoure, 
Fleſh ſkyn,and bone, youndes ſhall deuour 


Ind at the entringhome to the Citte, 

thyſonne and his thou (halt find him dede 
of al his kin though there were none but he 
Found very good take therof good hede: 
of which anſwer p quene til in great dzede 


The ſetond 


Entring the Citpe in efpþe call 
Het childe was dead and lap cold by p war 


Ok this warning the king toke none hed?, 
but made him redp with full great aparailc, 
Forty thouſand with him he dyd lede 
Of manly men armed in plate and maile, 
with king Abias foz to haue a great b ittail 
the which Ibias that was of Juda king 
Unto hys people lated at their meting. 

7 Cmozye 
O noble knightes haue one thyng in me: 
no man vanquiſheth platip to conc: ude, 
With great people, no: getteth bictoꝛie, 
with noumbers heaped noꝛ great multitude 
Falſe Idolaters god will them delude, 
Not ſuffer his ſeruauntesþ ben true x (ad 
Ok milcreauntes to bene ouerlad. 


Tec(umphe is none founde of newe oz olde, 
iu theſe pdoles of (tone noꝛ ſiluet ſhene 
No in calues of metall made, oꝛ gotde, 
yeue to that part pe whicy vnttuly mene: 
and ſith that god knoweth our quarel cleng 
There is none hope, fozce none noꝛ might, 
with them that ground the a cauſe agen 


(rpgit 
Hope of victozy ſtandeth vod rightwiſue te 
of them that caſt their ſinful like ramendr, 
Ind li fo:ſake wong and al fa!ſneTe, 
And with whole heart vnto the lozd entend 
which (hal this dap his grace to pou ſend 
Ourec true cauſe irulyto termpne 
And thus Ibias gan hys tale fine, 


His pꝛeſtes gan their trumpes foz to blowe 
and king Abias though his high renoune, 
Gaue to his people both to highe and lo ve 
full manly confoꝛt and conſolacion, 

Ind fifty chouſand by computacion, 

were ſlaine that day which ful pꝛoudly came 
Upon the part ot king Hieroboam. 


And al the party of Hieroboam 

and al that were of his line boꝛne, 

Ikter this batatle onto miſchief came, 

whi they were ſlayne, w hoũdes al to toꝛnt 

Is the pꝛophete had them told befoꝛne: 

But foꝛ the king toke therof none hede 

with ſodẽ vẽgeaũce god quit him his mede 
owe 


C.Howe z2reas King of Ethiope Ok his caſtle; with a full great toute. 
was llapn in battayle, as he vnwatelp lapd a ſiege about. 
C The. vu. Chapter, But Yrrt, a pꝛinee of ful great might. 
Came into Tharſa a famous ſtrong citee, 
Fter hym to Bochas did appeare, and caſt htm plecmlylive a woozthy knight, 
A Next in 02dze plepnly as J fynd, Da this zamti auenged koz to be, 
One 3zareas with a ſoꝛowful cheare, Him to deltrop without mercy oz pietie: 
And he was king of Ethiope and Inde, But in a towze as zambyt went, 
Whole tyen wer almoſt with weping blind Set it a fpze,and ſo himſeite he bꝛent. 
Pꝛaying mine auctour his vnhappy chauce 
with other woc ful to put in remembzaunce 
¶ Ot ding Achab and Jelabel 
Ind that he would reco2d by ſcripture, his wyke. 
His ſodayn fall and doloꝛous diltreſſe, 
Ind his defamous hateful diſconfiture, ¶ The xt. Chapter. 


with the dil poplung of his great ticheſſe: 
Ind howe kyng Ala thꝛough his noble ſſe, 
and his people as he did them aſſayle, 

hath hem ve nquiſhed and ſlayn in battayle, 


¶ Howe Nadab king of Feruſalem 
loſt lcepter and crowne. 


C Che. ix. Chapter, 


T Tſracll than came the wockul! 
| Kyng, 

A called Hadab ful pictouſly weping 

” Unto Vochas his compleynte 

rehearſyng, 
Pow king Baaſa by ſubtill falſe werkyng, 
with ſodeyn ſlaughter cauſed his falling, 
whan foꝛtune can falſely on him frowne, 
and toke Vniultly from him (cepter 4 croun 


¶ Howe the vengeable Pence 
zainbztas ſet a toure on fpꝛe 
and bzeiit himſelfe, 


C[.The.x.Chapter, 


ext came 32mbzt,a Pꝛinte full 
vengeable, 
0 Whiche ſlough kyng Ela by 
— ckalſe treaſon, 
That found alſo foꝛtune full vnſtable: 
Fo: this 3ambyi ot entencion, 
hath murdzed him within the chiel dongeon 


Ith ſighes ſoꝛe and wepyng 
impoꝛtable, 


LY 


whoſe heactly ſozow was (ncomparable, 
and comple pning full oft.he ſapd alas 
Beſeching him to wꝛpte his woeful caas, 
Compyle his falling and the face pfere, 
Ok Ithalta his own daughter dere. 


To god aboue molt contrartous, 

this Ichab was in al his gouernaunce, 

and had a wife cruel and lecherous, 
Called Jeſabel which ſet al her pleaſaunce 
On Gods pzophetes fo: to do vengeaunce; 
In the byble their malice men map fee, 
and ydolaters they wer both he and ſhe. 


God fo2 their treſpaſſes as it was wel ſeyn. 
afozeſhewedby true pꝛophecte. 

Dent thee pere neither dewe ne reyn 
Upon the carth.their grayn to niultiplye, 
ill ett agein by pꝛaper of Yelp, 

Holeſom waters from heauen gan deſcend 
which gaue the cauſc their curſcd life tamed 


But his wife that curſed Je ſabel, 

to eche thing hateful which ß was diulne, 
an hundꝛed pꝛophetes ſhe ſlough in Jiracl 
Unto Baal fo: they would not encline: 
and (he alſo lough Naboth foꝛ his vyne, 
though whoſe outrage and falle oppꝛeſſion 
Achab was bzougbt to his contuſion. 
| Ok hys 
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Of dis enmtes outraped mbattayle, 

with a ſharpe atow caught his fatal wound 
Cl all his bloud by bledpng did faple, 
about his haze with many dꝛoppes roud, 
that the woꝛdes wer full true found 

Ot Hetpas, which tolde hym as it ſtode, 
tyat hungry houndes ſhould lick his blood, 


In a citfe than called Jezrael, 

Down from atowne toyned to a wall, 

The ſayd que ne called Jeſabel. 

was cutt caſt. ard had a deadly fall, (all 
touchig theſe miſchefes koꝛ ſhe was cauſe cf 
beware ye princes, cremebung al pour lues. 
Telchew falle counſel ptut by pouc wiues 


¶ Ot quene Ithalta fo; her 
ty;annp lapne, 


C Tye.xii. Chapter, 


Ext to XAcab in omꝛe did ae, 
Athanha with doletul coũtenaunte 
I Bochas beſeching as lhe thought 
it due, 

Vet ſodapne fall to put in rememb:aunce, 
ſouts and chtef roote of ſozoro à muſchaũce 
Aſu pacion and of falſe couetiſe, 

Lite as her top hereafter tal deuiſe. 


She was vyꝛeſſed by fatto; in the thinges 
Foz father bother, and alſo her huſbond, 
wet in that time ccheone crowned kynges, 
wich ſcepter 4 ſwoꝛd as re (hal bnderſond 
Maͤnpenpuſes the pꝛ dapes tooke on hond: 
and how foztune their highnes did aſſaple, 
I cat ſhoztly to make rehearſayle, 


She fil offoxtune in the bnhappp boundes 
Firſt whan het father was w an arow dead 
his blud vp licked with cruel högry hoſides, 
about his chayze renning down ful read, 
his body pale lape,who that toke hede, 
Lytze a careyn.naked and diſpoyled 

with foule black earth, amid p field pſopled 


Cauſe of another vnhappy heanineſſe, 
A nd ok her deadly dcſolacion, 


was the people fellp did them dzelle, 


The ſetond 


Of Irabte in their rebellion, 

again her huſbond of tntencton, 

to robbe his treaſour to their auauntag?, 
and his riches bp out ragious pillage. 


Some of hys meyne they put in pueſon. 
there was agein them made no defence, . 
ſparcdnother citte bozough noz town: 
Slough man and child by ſturdp violence, 
her 162d inft et with ſodain peſtilence, 
Concetued fully by his maladp. 

there was no geyn but he mult nedes dye, 


Ifter his death moſt wzetched andodible, 
his body cozrupt.hts bo wels ys downe, 
Ok his care vn the ſtench was ſo hozrible, 
the avꝛe intett about htm euutron, 

with lo great hozroz andputrefaccion, 
that no man mtght abyde noz endure, 
to bung his bodp vnto ſepultute. 


Her thyꝛd b:thappe wherof (hc was kal kun 
that fo:tune lid het efc aſſaple. 

Made her vncle king Joꝛam to be ſlapne 
with an arowe as he fled in battaple, 

ſhe ſuppoſing grea ly it ſhould auapie. 
Like a n oman moſt fucious and wode, 
ſhe ot king Dawd lougy al the ropal blode 


Der purpoſe was to gouerne all the realme, 
Alone her ſelke to haue domination. 

to teigne in Juda and Jeruſalem, 

This Ithalia by Vſurpacton, 

and fo: that cauſe in her intencion, 

with moꝛt al ſnocoz2d (h* made al tho to fine 
that wer deſcended froDaucd doun by ling 


Ercept one Joas there left none altar, 
Child of a yere,ſonne ofking Ochoſte, 
whom Foſabeth the ſtop doth deſccpuc, 
Ok very ptetie caught a fantaſy, 

the child to ſaue that he ſh al not dye. 
Fcom the malice of Jthalta, | 
and ſhe was wyke to byſhop Jolada. 


She x this biſhop w whole hert # entiert, 
Kept this child in ful ſcere wyſe, 

within the temple.the ſpace ofſeuen pere. 

And in the ſeuenth,the ſtozp doth deuiſe, * 
Fotadatoke on him this empuſe, 


Young 


* — 
Boote. 


Poung Toas within a rertapn day, 
vy iuſt title to crowne him it he map. 


Fs meſſengers he ſendeth out anon, 


Ok pꝛinces tribunes gan a counſel tail. 


Ok pʒieſtes cke, and Leuites cue: pchone?: 
Ind whan he had diſcute d to thein all. 
whole his intent, thus it is befall, : 
Swoꝛne and aſſented as it was ſitting, 


That young Joas lhalbe crouned king. 


Fo: by pꝛomiſe which that is diuinc, 
Quod Jotada)it᷑ ye take Hede, 
God hath beheued to Daucd and his lyne 
andaſured vnto his kinrede, 7 * 
Jn Jeruſalem how they ſhal ſuccede. 

nd though Joas be pong x tedet of mtghe 
he to p crowne hath neuct the lalle ryght, - 


In this matter Þ will not that pz lepe, 
But to ſhew your true diligence, 

On foure parties the tempie koꝛ to kepe, 
hat no man entre by no violence, 

and in the middes dy ropal excellence, 
Quod this By ſhop) no man chal vs let, 
On Joas head a crowne foꝛ to let. 


Ind ha eche thing was bꝛought ta 5 point 
his bygh eſtate tencreaſe aud magnifye, 
the people anon whan þ he was anopnt, 
Utuat Rex they began to ci pe. ' 


 IndwhanAthalia gan this thing eſpyt. 


Fo: vet y pe, and the ſodayn wonder, 
Dt melancoly het clothes cut aſunder. 


Ran to the temple and gan moke afray, 


with her meyne and to crye aloude, 


Bad them goe ſiea and make no delay. 


Che pong king in all the halt they coude, 
Het verom hid vnder a couert cloude. 

All at oncs her purpoſe to recure, 

By ſodapn malice (he gau that dap diſcure, 


The temple kept entre had ſhe none, 


5 


ecple o:dexnedawayting foz the noues, 
nd oz ſhe might any further gone, 
Clenlp armed the Centurions, 

The eruel quene aſſayled ai at ones, 

and ok het malice to wyte a ſhozt tale, 


they Lough her afcec,of Cedzou tn the bale 


L oGhere the end ot blurparwn, . ...- 
Loe here the end ot falſe conſpiracye, 


Loe here the 8adof falſe pꝛeſumption, 
bozn rightful hetres.wõqiy to pu? the doun 


Loe gere the end of murder and tmannpe, 


o nodle pꝛices though god made pou dr 


to rightkul henes beware pe doe ao wzouge 
¶ Lenuope. | 


Thgdeſe tragedies to eſlate s and degrees, 
fully detiat eth the d ceptions 

Of Fortunes falſe mutadilitees 

Shewed in pzoatnees cites 4 cke tounes, 

Punees dnwarely loſt they? poiſeſſions 

which from theyz ſinnes ia no maner wiſe 

had or god watning and lud not toz to ryſe, 


Mighty kynacs caſt down from their ſees, 

Loſt thep!2 lyues and thepzregions, 

Unwarels tbꝛow from they feliciices, 

Pieroboam foz his oppꝛeſſions 

and foz his froward fa:ſe oblacions 

Done to pdoles his ſtoꝛy doth deupſe. 

had of god warning, and liſt not fozto ryſe. 
J 


Ichab alſo had great aduerſitees, 

thouoh falſe counſayle and exhoztacions, 
of Je abel. roote of intquetees, 
Did to his people great ertozcſons, 

She ſlou 
Both he and ſhe moſl cu ſed in the n qupie 
Had of god warning and liſt not foz to riſe, 


Athallia with bet duplecitees, 

And couſpire d falſe intruſions, 

ſlough Dauids ſede to etet their dignitees, 
and to poſſe de theyꝛ dominacions, 

But fo her Hateful falſe colluſions. 
Unwarel p ſlapne foz her great coueiſe, 
Had of God war ning and liſt not (03 to tiſt 


P3tnees remember in pour proſpecitees, 

and ſee afoze in your dilcrecions, 

Whong clymbing vp of ſtates oꝛ degrees, 

Other dy murd2e 02 by talſe treaſons, 

areth a fall fo: then final guerdons: 

Namely of them that the loꝛde deſpple, 

and foz his warutng,liſt not to; toryle, 
ode 


Fal. li. 


pophetes goddes champtons 
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hoe Dido quene of Chartage 
 Nough her ſcife foz conſeruacton ot 
her chaſlitte. 


CThe.rit.Chapter. 


„w mult J put,my rude dle in pꝛees. 
| N To quene Dido make mp paſſage, 
her lozd Sicheus was pꝛieſt to Yercu: 
Der father Belus fel in great age, (les 
Bing of T ꝑꝛe and ſhe quene of Cartage: 
Andi is read in bookes that been true, 
ho we fyꝛſt in Tyze was found purple hewe. 


Cadmus found firſt letters fo to wyte, 
Gaue them to Gzekes as made is mencion. 
whoſe bꝛot her Fenix as Cletkes eke endite 
Found kyiſt the colour of vermilion: 
andofCartage the famous mighty kowne. 
This ſayd Ddto her ſtoꝛp doth expꝛeſſe, 
How ſhe was both quene and foundereſſe. 


But her hulbond was chiek loꝛd and ſp1e, 
Called Sicheus ful famous of renoun, 
Of this noble citie named Type, | 
hadgreat treaſour andgreat poſſeſſion: 
And foz enupe king Ptgmalion, 

bother to Dido this Sicheus flew in dede 
of falſe entent his riches to poſſede. 


Dido this ſlaughter tote grieuoully to hert 


loꝛe comple pning this vnhappy chaunce, 


Caſt ſhe would if ſhe might aſterr, 

+lce out of Tyꝛe and het ſelte auaunce, 
with all the treaſour and the habundaunce 
Behind left when her loꝛd was dede, 

her ſhippes entring,went awap foz dꝛede. 


She knew and dꝛead the gredy auarpce 

Of her bzother,kyng Pigmalton: 

And howe that hateful vnſtaunchable vyce, 
was ground and roote,and chief occaſion, 
why that her loꝛd was ſlayn in that towne: 
Foz whom lhe cryed kul oft welaway, 
whoſe death was cauſe why (he fled away. 


She had alſo this opinion, 

which cauſed molt her teartip heautues. 
that ſtth her bother kyng Þygmalion, 
Had ſlapne her loꝛde ko; his great riches, 


| The ſecond 


It᷑ the abode that he would htm dzeſſe, 
Parcel to2 malice,parcel fo: couetiſe. 
to haue her treaſout ſome treaſd to pꝛactiſ 


And foz to eſchewe his malice and treaſon, 
Foz her nauy (he maketho:dinaunce, 

by aduiſe of them, in whom as by reaſon, 
She ſhould of right let her affyaunce, 
Jud they full ready her to doe pleaſaunce, 
By one aſſent foz nothyng would faple, 
With fayze Dido out of that lande to ſayle, 


In Cyppꝛes kyꝛſt was her arrſuayle, 

aud the re ſhe fond by a rtuerſyde, | 
Of pong maydens with ful rtche apparaple, 
DSixty and tenne in theſame tyde, 

which in the temple of Venus did abyve, 
after the cuſtome as J can repoꝛt 

Ok Cipztens,ftraungers to diſpozt. 


And in ther moſt faithful humble wyſe, 
after the rightes of Cipꝛe the countrie, - 
Unto Uenus eche day doe ſacrtfiſe, 
Them to conſecue in their verginitte, 
Dur yng their life toltue in chaſtitte, 
Neurr to be topned in mariage, | 
and with quene Didothep went to Cartage 


In they: paſſage fyll a great miracle, 

as Deruius maketh mencton, 

Foꝛ Dido fooke of Juno this oꝛacle, 
other by apparing,o2 by adutſion, 

Ok Cartage to bylde that mighty towneg 
Indat reverence of that great godde lle. 


the to tho parties faſt gan her dꝛelle. 
Che ſayd Citie ſtatelp foꝛ to found, 


and her woꝛkemen as they the earth ſonght 
an ores head ot auenture they found, 

t to quene Dido anon the hed thepbzought 
mening wherof,to ſearch? out (ye thought 
and her clerkes in they: dtuinaple, 

tolde it was token of leruage 4 trauaple. 


Fo2 which ſhe left to byld in that place, 
and gan remeue as ſhe oughtof ryght: 
And frothence but a little ſpace, 

a ſople ſhe found ful delectable of ſtght, 
and as her werkmen wtrh theyz ful might, 
the groũd gan ſerche anon oz they toke — 


2590le. 


Che 0027 telleth they fonde an hoꝛſe hede. 


Ind by expounyng of her deutnours 
ford this beſt greatly might auapie, 
vnto pꝛinces and miahtte conquerours, 


Nctellacy in warte and in battaple, 


and foꝛ no wi ht her nobleſſe ſhouid aſſayle 
Ct att age (he vyl ded oclo great excellence 
gan all enemies to ſtonden at defence, 


Some bokes declare andſpectfye, 

Dido dyn as muche londe purchale, 

as aſkyn in rounde might occupte 

Ofan ore,theron to bylde a place. 

the gr01111de compaſſed roke a large ſpace, 
whiche ſtrongly bylded thus it is betall, 
aftcr the ſkin men Birla dyd it call. 


Ind whan this titie mightyly was walled, 
aftcr a ſkin w20ught by good curray, 

the name take Charta it was called, 

Lethir of Birla plainly this is no nape, 
icke cke his name duryng many a dape, 
Charta and Birla knit in they language, 


ds muche to ſay as this wozde Chartage, 


Ind in Iff rick tant the territozte, 

where ſhe buylded this citic delectable, 
founded it in laude and in imemoue, 

of mightie Juno the godde s honozable, 
The cite walled with towers ſtrdg x (table 
ume ct 27179 Dauid mid the fourth age, 

a8 J ſapd etit called it Chartage, 


Wich great wozſhip ſhe reigned in towne 


 tucrof purpoſe to line in chaſtitte 


and rounde about floure d her renoune, 

Ot her pꝛudence and her boneſtte, 

tell the repozt of her famous beautie, 

came to the cares which aladly wyl not hide 
of a kyng that dwelled there belyde. 


Ok Pulitans he was Loꝛde andlſyze, 


as Poctes plainly liſt deſerige 

which in his heart arcatly gan deſpꝛe 
The quene Dido by her ofſent to wyue, 
vnto her grace yt ne mygHt aryue, 

but foz ſhe had auowed chattitte. 

Ge never caſt maryed to be. 


Fol. iii. 


The kyng ſuppꝛiſed witl / loue in his cozage 
foꝛ het wiſt dom and her ar cat beautie, 
(ent foꝛ the p2inces of Chartane, 

On this maiter to haue a great tretee, 

to coud:ſcende if it myaht be, 

like his de ſyꝛe in af! they veftentent, 

do theyꝛ deuor ze to mak jet to conlent, 


with his requeſt he gan them eke manace, 
ik he kayle d of his entencion, 

Like his deſp2e to ſtonde in his grace, 
Said he would be enmpto they: towne, 
to oꝛdayne by foꝛce foꝛ they? deſtruccion, 
not fully ſobet, noꝛ fuily in a rage 

this was to them plainely his language. 


But foꝛthep knewe her great ſtedfaſtnes, 
and her heart very immutable, 

they wer aferde any woꝛde to expzeſſe 

L eſt theyꝛ aunſwete wer not acceptable 

to his highnes,fo2 he was not tretable, 
ckein they: conceyte thep gan alſo reco:de, 
to his deſy2e the quent would not accoꝛde. 


With good auiſe an anſwer they puruey 

to his purpoſe in partie fauourable, 

aferde he woulde theyꝛ noble towne werrep 
O! of diſdayne vpon them be vengeable: 
bur quene Dido in her entent aye ſtable, 
caſt ſhe would what euer they her tolde, 
her chaſt auowe feithfully to holde. 


She let aſide ofthis cruell kyng, 

his fel manacis and his wozdes great 

and to her pꝛinces foꝛ they: conſentyng. 
Which ſtode in fere of that he did thẽ thꝛete 
ſhe bnto them yaue a maner hete, 

fo: theywer bol de to attempt oꝛ to attame, 
to treate of matter ccboũdyng to her ame 


Nay rather dye (quod ſhe ) than aſſent, 

to hys deſyꝛes which thyng god koꝛbede, 

oꝛ fro the tenter ot my chaſtentente, 

Foꝛ to temeue eyther in thought 02 de de, 
which wer diſclaunder to all womanhede. 
to condeſcende fo2 any manacyng, 

to bꝛeake my vowe foz pleaſaunce ofa king 


Touchyng manacis made to this cite, 


fo; to deltroye it with his great might, 
B. i. wit bout 


The ſetonde 


without cauſe oꝛ title of equitie, 

to grounde bym a quarell ageyn cyght, 
onely foz he is blinde d in his ſight, 

with frowat d luſt my chaſt auowtaſſaple 
be tight well lute how he therof (hall katle 


Ik ye wer bolde and manlp of cozace, 

fo; common p2oftt pour cute to defende, 
and withſton de his Vicious outrage, 

To trete with bym pe would not tondeſcẽd 
but mine entent platly to compꝛehende 
whether it be to pou rope oz diſpleaſaunte, 
in my pꝛomes ſhall be no variaunce, 


My loꝛd Sicheus the which{alas)ts dead 
vnto the woꝛlde who liſt aducrt, 

truſt right well foꝛ manacing noꝛ dead. 
That he (hall neuer dye in mine hert. 

noz he (hall neuet myne auow peruert, 
thus auiſed vohyle that J ſtand free, 

que ne of Chat tage to gouerue this citee. 


Mine haſty anſwer J p:ay pol! not diſdatu 
but that pe liſt to pe ue me libertie, 

with your ſuppoꝛt that 7 may attapne, 

To haue a ſpace graunted vnto me, 

this to mene the ſpace of moncthes ths, 
my loꝛdes woll to accompliſhe of entent, 
which he whilom made in his teſtament. 


Under colour to her auauntage, 

ſhe toke this ſpace bokes ſpetitye. 

that ſhe might her citte of Chartage. 

the meane whyle ſtrongly fo:tifye 

agapn her enemies, that foꝛ no ſlogardie. 

of them that would her high eſtate conkoũd 
bapurueped her citie not be founde. 


whan the monethes paſſed wer and gone 
ſhe after would foꝛ hertclygleaſaunce, 
with ſondzp rightes many mo than one, 
Co all her coddes do ſome obſcruaunce, 
fo; a ſpeciall ſingulet remembzaunce, 

of hym that was as folk? (hall vnderſtand, 
wwhilom her loꝛd and beſt beloued hulbond. 


Ind moze to exalt het gloꝛp and her honcur 
held hes exequies by due reuetence, 

of al Chartage in the higheſt towne, 

with bzennyng fy;e fumes and miferye, 


her pzinees all beyng in preſence, 
to whiche (he gan detlate in complaynyng, 
her dedly ſozow down fro her towꝛe loking 


Farewelmp krende s fare wel koꝛ euermoꝛe 

vnto my Loꝛde my huſbond J muſte gone, 

to hym 7 mene that was my lozd of poꝛe, 

Fo: of huſbõdes (god wote) J haue but one, 
zaying pou to repozt eterychone, 

after my death Dido of Chartage, 

toynecd was but once in mariage, 


Sap to thekvyng which hath you manaced 
mp chaſt beautte that he would aſſaple, 

go tel hm how that J am paſſed, 

And ofhts purpoſe how that he (hall faple, 
his manacing (hall not hym auaple, 

and ſap how Dido dyed foz the nonce, 

foz (ſhe not would be wedded moze tha one 


Lcuet J haue my like as now to loſe, 
rather than ſoile my widowes chaſterte, 

let hm go farther ſome other foz to choſe 
Fo: in ſuch caſe he ſhall not ſpede of me. 
Ind with the treaſour of mine honeſtte 
which J haue truelpobſerued al mp lyue 
J wil depart out of this woꝛld novo blyue, 


And into kyꝛe that bꝛent clere and bꝛight, 


ſhe ran in haſt there is no moze to ſeyne, 
laue with a knife in eue ry maus ſyght, 
Fulſodeinly (he roofe het hett on twe ne: 
whole piteous death the citie gan complein 
ſoꝛe wepyng koz wonder and foz ruth, 

in a woman to fynde ſo great a trueth. 


Ffterher death they did they; biſtnes, 

to holde and halowa feaſt funerall, 
woꝛſhipped her like a chaſt goddes, 

And her commended in eſpectall, 

to heauenly goddes,and goddeſſes infetnal 
and widowes all in the yꝛ clothes blacke, 
at this feaſt wept foz her lake, 


Touchyng Dido let there be no ſtryfe, 

though that (he be arcuſedof Ouid, 

aftcr Bochas J wzote her chaſt lyfe, 

Ind the contrary I haue let aſyde: 

Fo: ine thought it was better to abſde, 

on her goodnes than thyng reberce in = 
whit 


Booke. 


which might reſowne agatn her womahede 


Co Eneas though ſhe wer fauo;able, 

to Ttatle making his paſſage, 

all that ſhe did, it was commendable, 

Pym to rocetue comyng by Chartage, 
though ſome folke wer large of their lagage 
amiſſe to expoune by repozt , 02 to expꝛe ſſe, 
thing done to hym onelyofgentlenes, 


There (hall foꝛ me be made no rehearſaple, 
but as Þ fynde w2itten in Bochas, 

fo: to ſay well may muche mote auaple, 
Than froward ſpeche in many diuers caſe, 
but all Chartage oft ſaydeCalas) 

her death complaining thꝛowout their citte 
dhich ſlough her ſelfto oblerue her challite 


CLenuoye, 

Ofapre Dido moſt ſtable in thy conſtance, 

quene of Chartage mirrour ot high no⸗ 
ceinig in glozy # vertuous habiidace (bles 
called in thp time chtefe ſours of gentlenes 
in whom was neuer founde doublenes, 
are ofone hert and ſo thou diddeſt fyne, 
with light of trouth al widowes to Flumine 


Chaſt and vnchanged in thy perſenerance 
and iumutable founde in thy goodnes, 
which neuer thoughteſt vpon variaunce, 
Fozce ⁊ pzudence wardeins of thy fatrenes 
IJ haue no langage thy vertues to expzeſſe, 
by new repozt ſo clerely they ſhyne. 

with light of trouth al widowes to ẽlumine 


O ſode ſterre of all good gouernante, 

all vicious luſtes by wiſedom to repꝛeſſe, 
thy grene pouth flouring with al pleaſance 
Thou doſt it budel with vertuous ſoberncs 
Diana de meaned ſo chaſtly thy clennes, 
while thou were ſole plainely to termine, 
with light of trouth al widowes to flumine 


Thyfamous bountie to put in remfbzance 
thouſlougheſt thy ſelf, Oinnocept purenes 
leſtthy ſurenes wer hanged in balance, 

Ok uche as caſt thẽ thy chaſtitic to oppꝛeſſe 
death was ynough to bete therof witneſſe, 
cauſtng thpbeautie to al clennes to eneune 
with light of vertue al widowes to Flumine 


Fol. lili. 


CLenuoye direct to widowes,. 
of the tranſlatour, 


ONoble matrones which haue al ſuffiſance 
of womanhede,your wittes do vpdꝛeſſe, 

how that foꝛtune lt to turne her chance, 

Be not to rechles of ſodayne haſttnes, 

but aye pꝛouide in pour ftablenes, 

that no ſuch foly enter in pour co2age, 

to folow Dido ß was quene of Chartage, 


With her maners haue none acquaintance 
put out of mind ſuch foltiſh wilfulne Te, 
to ſley your ſelf wer a great penance, 

God of his grace defende you and bleſſe, 
and pzeſerue pour variaunt bꝛoti Ineſſc, 
that your trouth fall in none outrage, 

to folow Dido that was quene of Chartage 


With couert colour and ſober countenance 
of faithful menpng pꝛetendeth a likenes, 
tountetketteth in ſpeche and daltaunce, 
All thyng that ſowneth in to ftedfaitnes, 
of prudence by great auilenes, 

your ſelf reſtrapneth pong and olde of age, 
to folow Dido that was quene of Char tage. 


L at all your pozte be voyde of dilplcalauce 
to geat frendes do your belineſſe, 

and be neuet without purueyance, 

So ſhall ye beſt encreaſe in richeſſe, 

in one alone may be no ſikernes, 

to pour heart be diuets of language 
cotraryto Dido þ was que ne of Chartage, 


Hold pour ſeruauntes vnder obe yſaunce, 
let them nother haue kredom no2 largeſſe, 
but vnder daunger do they? obſcruaunce, 
daunt their pꝛide the budlyng with townes 
and whan the ſerpent of newfanglencs 
aſſapleth you,do your aduauntage, 
cotraryto Dido þ was que ne of Chartage, 


C How vicious Sardanapalus king of 
Aſliriabzent himſelf and his treaſure, 


¶ The.rliit. Chapter. 
F Aſſucia to teten kynges all, 
which had that lond vnder ſubiection 
lau of echeone was 1. 
il, 
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The ſeconde 


moſt feminine of condicion: 

wherkoꝛe foꝛtune hath hym thꝛow Down, 
and compla ning molt ougly of manete, 
ficxt after Dido io Bochas dd appere, 


To vicicus luſſ his lyfe he dyd enclyne, 
among Iſſtriens whan he his retgne gan, 
cf falle vſage he was ſo keminine. 

That amonq women vpon procke he ſpan, 
iu their habite diſauiſedfrom a man, 

and ot froward fleiyly inſolence, 

of all men he fled the pzelence, 


Fy2" this king chaſe to be his antde, 
mother cf vites, called Idlenes, 

which ok cutom eche vertue ſet aſpde, 
Taeche a court where (he is maiſtres, 

of ſoꝛow, and mifchicfe the fyzſt foundetes, 
thick cauſcdonclythis Har danapalt, 
that to all ooodnes his wittes dyd appall. 


He fond dp froſt t rot and dꝛenkennes, 
called a father of luſt aud Ir chcrye, 
hatcfulofheart he was to ſobernes, 
Cberichyng ſurfcits, watche and g!otonye, 
called in his tyme a punte of baudꝛy. 

found rerelon pets and fethetbrddes ſofte, 
dun ke late. and theunge his wines oft, 


Che ayꝛe of meates and of baudy cookes, 
which ot cuſtome all d ap roſt and ſede. 
ſauour of ipetes.ladels,and fleſh hookes, 
De loued well and toke of them great hede, 
# folke tt2t bꝛanke moze than it was nede, 
ſmeltyng of wont foꝛ they? arcat exceſſe, 
with them to abide was wholp his gladnes 


Pe thought allo that it did hym good, 

to haue about bym agayn lx yll and tyaht, 
boiitous Butchers al beſpꝛent with blood, 
And watty tiſhers abode ever in his light, 
their ccates voudꝛed W ſcalee ſiluer bꝛight, 
dempt they: odour dur yng all his ipke, 

u as to his courage bel, pzeſeruatife, 


Foꝛ there was no herbe ſpice graſſe ne rote 
to hym ſo luſty as was the bo: delhouſe, 

no gat den, none lo wholſom noꝛ ſo ſote 
To his pleaſaunce nc: ſc deltcious, 

as the pꝛeſence of folbes lechetous, 


and euer glad to ſpeake of ttbandz p. 
and folke cheriſh that could flattet andlye 


Cyll at the laſt god of very ryaht, 
diſpleaſed was with his condictons. 
becauſe he was in euery mannes ſyght. 
So keme nine in his afk eccions, 

and wholy paut his inclinactons, 
During his life to euery vicious thong. 
terrible to heare and name lp ofa kyng. 


But as Bochas liſt to put in mynde, 
whan Xrbaces a punce ok great renowne, 
ſaw of this king the fie ſhly luſtes blpnde, 
Made with the people ok that region, 
agamft him a confuracion, 

and to hin ſent for his miſgouernaunce, 
ol high dil dapne a full plaine defiaunce, 


Bad hym beware and ptoudlp to hym tolde 
that he hym caſt his victous lyfe taſTaile, 
amd in all haſt alſo that he would, 


Within a field mete him in battayle, 


wherck aſtonicd,his heart gan to fayle, 
where amdg wemen he ſat making gaudes 
no wight about but flatterers and baudes. 


And vp he roſe and gan hymſelfe tauance. 
no dufte about him but ſergeatites riotous 
tok? the field without gouernance, 

No men ok armes but of fo!kes vicious, 
whole aduerſary called Atbacus 

made hym pꝛoudly the fielde to foxſake, 
that like a cowarde his caſtle he hath take, 


Ind foꝛ his heart frowardly gan faple, 
not like a knight, but like aloſengoure, 
his riche perte his ropall apparayle, 

Vis gold, his It wels veſſels.and treaſoure 
was bꝛouaht afore hym downe of a tovt, 
mid of his palice. and paue his me in charge, 
of cole and tagot to make a fyꝛe full large, 


In which he keſt his treaſour and Jewels, 

moꝛe beſftall than like a manly man. 

and mid his riche ſtones and veliicls, 

Into the kyꝛe furiou ly ne ran, 

this Triumphe Sardanapalus wan, 

with fyꝛe conſumed foꝛ hes final mede, 

bent al to aſhes among the coales rede. 
To kor 


e, 


k. 


1 


Bookie. 


Tokoꝛe his death bad men ſhould white, 
vpon his graue the boke do ſpecifye, 

with letters large this reaſon foz tendite, 
My curſed lyfe,my fro ward glotonye, 
myne pdlenes myne hate kull le cherye, 
hath cauſed me with many falſe deſpze, 
my laſt dayes to be conſumpt with ky2e, 


This Epitaphte on his graue he ſet, 

to ſhewe how he was in all his lyue, 

beſy euer to hynder and to let 

All maner vertue, and theteagayn to ſtriue 
who folowe th his trace is neuet lpke to 

fo: which ye pꝛices ſe foꝛ your auail (thuue 
bengeaunce ay koloweth vices at the taile. 


II commendacion of Bochas of ver: 
tuous beſines, reherling names, foũ⸗ 
ders of diuers ſcrences and cunz 
ntnges, tn repzete of ydlenes, 


The.xrv.Chapter. 


Here wer eke other ß liſt falſip pꝛouſde, 

falſe fleſhlyluſtes and diſſoluctons, 

ryot outrage, froward dil dayn * pꝛyde, 
uices to enhaunce in they; affeccions, 
with many bnlefull croked condicions, 
reaſon auoyding as TJ ithcarce (hall, 
themſelf delityng foz to be beſſiall, 


Cweine maner folkes to put in remfbzance 
of vice and vertue to ſet a difference, 

the good al way haue let they: ple aſante, 
In vertuous labour to do they? dilygence, 
and bictous people in louth and negligẽ te 
and the repozt of both is reſerued, 

with laude oz lacke as they haue deſerued, 


Men mult of ryght,the vertuous pꝛeferte, 
and truely pꝛayſe labour and buſines, 

and againwarde diſpꝛayſen folke that erte. 
Which haue no foye but in Ydlenes, 

andto compare by maner of witnes, 
vertuous folke Þ wyll to mynde call, 
inrebukyng of king Sardanapall, 


The old wyſe called Pithagozas, 
by lound ot hamers,auctours certify, 
erample toke and chicke maiſter was. 


That fond out Muſike and melody: 

yet of Tubal ſome bokes [pecifye, 

Þ he by ſtroke of ſmithes where thet ode, 
fond fyzſt out Multke tofoze No: s floude; 


And Toſephus remembꝛeth byſcripture, 
that this Tubal could fozge well, 

kyꝛſt pmagined makpng of armure, 

With inſtcumentes of Tron and ok ſleele, 
and the yꝛ tempꝛutes he fõd out cuery dele: 
Lucius Tat quin in ſtozpas 7 fpnd, 

fond che ines friſt, folke to fetter and bynde. 


The chyldzen of Seth in tozy pe map ſee, 
flourtng in vertue bylongſucceſſtons, 

fo: to pꝛokite to theyꝛ poſterttte, 

Founde firit the craft ot heauenly mocions, 
of ſondꝛy ſtetres the reuoluttons, 

bequeth thepꝛ cunnyng oz areat auantage, 
to them that after came of theyʒ linage, 


Fo2 their vertue godgaue the gret cũnyng. 
fouchyng natures both of carth and heueu, 
audit remembzed foothlyby wittpng, 

To laſten aye fo2 water oz fo2 leuen. 
generacions there wer of them ſeuen, 
which fo bertue without warre oꝛ ſtryfe, 
trauauled in cunning duryng all ther lyfe, 


Ind fo2 that Adam dyd pꝛophecie, 

t wiſe the woꝛlde deſtro ed ſhould be. 
with water once ſtond in ieopardye, 

Next with fyꝛe which no man might flee, 
but Sethes childꝛen all this dydlee, 

made two pillers where men myght graue, 
fro kier and water the Carectes foz to ſaue 


That one was made of tyles hard ybake, 
fro touche of fyer to ſaue the ſcripture, - 
of hard marble they dyd another make. 
Agapn water ſtronaly to endure, 

to ſaue of letters the pꝛint and the figure. 
foʒ they: cunnyng atoꝛe gan ſo pꝛouide, 
gapn fire and water perpetually tabyde, 


They dempt their eunninghad ben in vein 
but folke with them had ben partable, 
and foꝛ they: labour ſhould after be ſeyn, 


Thep it temembꝛed by wziting ful notable, | 


and tofoze god a thyng full commendable, 
B. li. to 


Fol. i{{ii- 
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The ſeconde 


to them that folow by fcrepture and wꝛiting 
oz that men dye depart they: cunuyng. 


Foz byolde'time folke divers craftes found 
tn ſon dꝛy wile koꝛ occupacton, 

vertue to chetiſh vices to confounde, 
Their witte the ſet and thett intencion, 
to put their labour in execution. 

and to outrage t his is very trouth, 

ro mannes life, negligence and ſlouth, 


Olde Enoch full famous of bertue, 
during that age fond firſt of euerichone, 
th:ough his pzudence, letters of Hebꝛue, 
And in a pillet they wer kept of ſtoue, 

tyll that the floud of Noe was goue. 

And akter hym Cam was the ſeconde, 

by whom of Hebzue letters were firſt fond, 


Ind Catacriſmus the ferft was that konde 
letters alſo es of that lanouage, 

but letters witten with goddes own hond. 
Noiſes firſt tcke molt bꝛiaht of his vilage, 
boon Sinatas he helde his peTage, 


which of Catectes and names in ſentente, 


from other wziting had a diſkereuce. 


Eke atterwarde as other de kes tell. 

and ſatntt Jerom tehearſeth in his ſtyle, 
vnder the Empire ot 3030babell, 

Eldꝛas of Hebzue gan letters compile. 
And Abꝛaham gan (yth a great while, 

the firſt was in bokes men map ſee, 

that fond letters of Site and of Chaldee, 


Ilis in Egipt fonde diuerſitie, 

of ſondꝛy letters parted into tweine, 

firſt fo2 pueſtes and fo; the commontte, 
Uulqat letters he alſo dyd ozdane, 

and Phenices did their buſy payne, 

letters of Greke to fynde in their cntente, 
which that Cadmus firſt into Grete ſente. 


Mhiche in number fully wer ſeuentene, 
whan of T roye ended was the battaple, 
Pallamidcs thetr language toſuſlayne, 
Put thze thereto which greatly did auayle, 
pithago2as fo pzudent gouctnaple, 

tound firſt cut. P. a figure to diſcerne, 

the life here Qozr,and the life that is eterne 


Firſt Latin leftersofour.a.b.c. 
Carmentes found of full high pxidence, 
great Hometus in Jſtdoze ye mape ſee, || 
Fond among Gzekes craft of eloquence, 
firſt in Rome by ſouerane excellence, 

of Khetontke,Tulltus fond the floures, 
plee and defence of ſubtill oꝛatours. 


Callicrates a grauer moſt notable, 

ot white puoꝛ dyd his buſines. 

his hand. his epe, ſo tuſt wer and ſo fable, 
Ok an ampte to graue out the likenes, 
vpon the qtoũde, as nature doth him dzeſſs 
this craft he fou nde as Sardanapall, 
foude ydlenes, mother to vices all. 


Ok s ſertuepn Bochas maketh mencton, 
how in a ſcrowe of litle quantitte, 

wꝛote of all Troye the deſlruccton, 
Folowing Homerus by great [ubtilitie, 
which is had amõg Gzekes in great deintte 
becauſe he was found in his wz2iting, 

ſo tompendious the ſtozy rehearſpug, 


Mirmecddes made a chapze alſo, 

and a ſmall Chip with all the apparaple, 
ſorhat a Bce might cloſe them bothe two 
Under his winges, which is a gret metruail. 
and nothyng ſeyn of all the whole entatle, 
this craft he founde of vertuous buſmes. 
to eſche we the vice of frowarde pdlenes. 


Pan,god ot ktnde with his pipes ſtuen. 

ok re coꝛdei s fond fyꝛſt the melodies, 

ol Mercurie that ſit ſo high in heauen, 
Fypꝛſt in his harpe fond lugred armonics. 
wholſom wines thzough fined fc their lies 
Bacchus fond firſt on wines heuy lade, 
ucout oflicours,cozages foz to glade, 


Perdir by compaſſe fond triangle and line, 
and Euclyde firſt fond Geometrie, 


and Phebus fond the craft of medicine. 
Albumaſar fond àſtronomie. 


and Minetua gan Charetes firſt to axe, 
Jaſon fy;ſt ſayled,im ſtozy it is tolde, 
toward Colchos,to win the flees of goldt. 


Ceres the goddeſſe fond firſt tilth of londe, 
Diouil ius triumphes tranſitoztts, , 
an 


4 0 


7 


d 


and Bellona, by koꝛee kriſt out fond, 
conqueſt by knighthode. a in p fteld victoꝛp. 
and Martis ſonne,as put is in memoꝛp. 
called Etholus fond ſpeares ſharp x hene, 
to tenne a warte in plates bzighte # hene. 


Cke Itiſleus ſond out the bſagt. 
of mute and ctuddes and of hony ſoote, 
rode s fo2 areat auauntage, 
flintes ſmet fy2e daryng in the toote: 
and Pallas which that may to cold do bote, 
fond out weauyng, this is very ſothe, 
th;zough her pꝛudente of all maner cloth, 


AndFido fond firſt out the ſeſence, 


of meaſures and of pzopozcions, 

and koꝛ marchauntes did his diltgenee, 

To finde balaunces by (uſt deutſtons, 
tauorde all fraude in cities and in tounes 
on nother partie plainly to compile, 

of truc weight that there wer no gxle, 


Compare in oꝛder elercly all theſe thynges 
toundof olde tyme by diligent trauaple, 

to the plealaunte of pzinces and kynges. 
To ſhew how much cunnyng may auaple, 
and wap againward p froward acquitayle, 
contrartouſly how Sardanapall, 

fond Idlenes, mother of vices all. 


Late pzinces all hereof take hede, 

what auayleth vertuous buſtnes, 

and what damage the reuerſe dothe in vede, 
Uicious like, ſlouth and ydlenes, 

andtheſe examples late them eke impꝛe lle 
am they; heart, and how Sat danapall, 
ford ydie ne s, mother of vices all. 


CLenuoye, 


Able pꝛinces here ye map wellſee, 

as in a mitrout of full clere emidence, 
by many examples moze than two oꝛ thiee, 
What harme foloweth ofſlouth x negligẽ ce 
depe enpuntyng in pour aduertence, 
bow gret hindꝛing doth wilful frowardnes 
to pour eſtate though vicious pdlenes, 


Whan reaſon faileth, and ſenſualitce 
holdeth the budle of lecherous inlole net, 


Boote. 


dl. lu. 


and ſobernes hath loſt his ſibertte, 

And to falſe luſt is done the teuetrence. 
and vice of vet tue hath an apparence, 
miſledeth pꝛinces of wilful recheleſnes, 
to great crrour of froward ydlenes. 


There map to ſlouth no other guerdon be, 
noꝛ no other condigne recompence, 

but ſoꝛow, miſchiefe and aduetſitte, 

Sodein vengeaunte and bnware violence 
whan ye be froward in pour magnificence, 
to know the Loꝛd # bowe pou by mekenes, 
to obe his pꝛeteptes and eſch:we ydlenes, 


Cpowe Amazfas in Juda Ryng fo: 
pꝛrde + pꝛeſumpcion was vanqutz 
ſhed in battel,and after lam, 


C The.rbe. Chapter. 

N his ſtudy as Bothas ſat niuſpna, 

with many bncouth ſolemne fantaſie, 

to hym appeared many mighty kyng, 
Ind toforc all came wozthre Amazte, 
bis ſonne alſo that cailed was Ozie, 
of Dainids bloude deſcendyng as Jrede, 
eche after other in Juda to ſuctede. 


Firſt Imaias comple yne d on fozttine, 
cauſprig his grevous great aduetſittes, 
the trait oureſſe called in commune, 
Theſe kynges twein caſting frd they; ſees? 
whole ouetturnyng from they: dignities, 
bnwarc fallyng dꝛedfull and terrible, 

been ſeriouſly remembzed in the Bible, 


The piteous end mf map there rede x ſes 
how koꝛtune they? fates dyd entrete, 
wherfore texchew and flee pꝛoltxitie, 

All tediouſty in this pꝛoreſſe to lete, 

and in ſubſlaunce to glene out the grete, 
ok theyꝛ kallyng J purpoſe not to ſpare, 
compendioully the cauſes to declare, 


This Ymazfas haupng gouernaunce, 

by niſt title of ſucceſſfon, 

the ſcepter of Juda wal the whole puiſlãce 
Ful peaceably in his poſſeſſton, 

tyll that pꝛide and falſe pꝛeſumpcton. 

moſt frowardly dyd his heart enbzac e, 


which al at once made hym lole his Fay. 
'ry 
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in his conqueſt, and to haue victozy, 
Amalschitesto vanquich in battayle, 
cke Gabanites as he them dyd aſlaple, 
purpoſyng after if he might, 

with Flraclites,of pzide foꝛ to fight. 


Untokyng Toas of Fſrael he ſent, 

him commaundyng tobey his bydding, 
and be like ſubiect as wer in they: cntent, 
His pzedeceſſours in all maner thyng 
whilom to Dautd the noble woꝛthye kyng. 
this was his ſond to Toas plat and playne, 
which by a pꝛoblẽ thus wꝛote to him agetn 


The oualy thiſtle of the valeys low, 
pꝛoudly pꝛelumpng aboue his degree. 

to make his pꝛide openly be know, 

Sent his meſſage to the Ce dꝛe tree, 

that his lonae mi ht wedded be 

to his doughter, although m lubſtaunce, 

atwe ne them two was a great diſcozdaunce 


But of the foꝛeſt the beaſtes ſauagine, 

in theyz coꝛages had therof diſdayne, 

all of e ſſent fietſly dyd enclyne, 

Tbe thiſtle ltues abꝛode vpon the playn, 
that there was nother lefe noꝛ pꝛicke ſeyn, 
this was p pꝛoblem which Joas by wyiting 
ſent in a pultle io Amaʒie the kyng. 


But Joſephus in his oꝛiainall, 

the ſaydcpitHe as he doth expꝛeſſe. 
ſeeth of the vale how the pouder (mall, 
Ok pude ſent to the high Cipꝛeſſe. 
that his dougbtet of excellent fapꝛeneſſe 
vnto hts ſonne plain!y to deſcrtue, 
might be deleted and haue her to wiue, 


Lat a fell beaſt which that beſyde ſtode, 

or cruel ve and indignacion, 

u uh tete dildapnyng the pouder caſt abꝛode 
high in the ayꝛe about him enutron, 

the which enſample concemed ok reaſon, 
vwhothat attemptech to climbe high a lokt, 
with vnwart chaunge hes fal is ful vnſoft 


Atwene the Cedze of trees ofroyal, 
and a chatpe thiſtle is no conuc nience 


The ſeconde 


In heart he had a maner baingio2ye, 
detaule that god made hym to pꝛeuaple 


no2 twene a Cipꝛeſſe eſtate!p found at all, 
Ind lothſome pouder is a great differcnce 
foz royall bloud ſhould haue no aſliſtence, 
to be toyned noꝛ knit in mariage, 

w ſuch as ben bꝛought kezth or low parage 


The Cedꝛe is ſtrong x mighty of ſubſtanee 
in his vogrowyng ryght as any lyne, 

# though Þ thiſile haue ſpottes of plealance 
he hath eke vzickes, ſharpe as any ſpyne, 
and both natures platnly to termyne, 

the Cedꝛe of kynd who loke wel about. 

to no thiſtle ſhould his bzaunches loute. 


whole ſome of odour is the fatre Cipꝛeſle, 
as bokes tell and vertuous of kynd, 

duſt and peuder plainly to expzeſſe, 
Ttoubleth p ayze and maketh folkes blind, 
fo: which in ſpouſayle conuentence to fynd 
let eſlates of they2 byzth honozable, 

voyd al raſcal and wedde they? ſemblable, 


But Amaztas would not beware, 

fo: no warning,noz fo: no pzophecte, 

but ſtyl in heart great hatred he bare, 
Agayn kyng Joas of malice and enuie, 
into afteld bꝛeught al hys chiualrye, 
gathꝛed them out bothe nere and farre, 
agaynſt goddes wyll on hym to gin a warre 


And zyng Toas ful like a wozthye knight, 
into the field faſt gan hym ſpede, 

and althe knightes ot Juda anon ryght 
Wer met of vengeaunce Wa ſodein dzede 
to byd them flye od wote / it was no nede, 
and Amaztas foz al his great pe, 

ſtode deſtitute,and no man byhis ſyde. 


With hym was none lefte of all his mciny, 
ſo gon and Joas agay nſt him wꝛought, 
of Jeruſalem entred the citie, 
AndIwazte of kozee with hym he bzought, 
and in the temple the treaſour out he ſought 
gold and ſpluer.,and wholy theyꝛ richeſſe, 
and to Samarie home he gan hym dzeſſe, 


And A maztas he let out of pꝛiſon, 

after all this, and luft red hym go free, 

to his miſchiek and his confuſton, 

De was delluered kom his captiuttie. p 
"01 


Boolte. 


Fo: \layne he was in Lachis the eitte, 


among his frendes by ſunulacton. 
hs death conſpired vnder ful falſe treaſd, 


( Pow bpon Ozias ſueceding king next in 
Juda, Sod toke Vengeance,and lmote him 


with lepꝛe. 
C The. x bu. Chapter. 


After in Juda the mightie tegton, 
nextà maʒiae, C ʒias gan ſuccede. 
wonder many and famous of renoun 
In all his werkes tull pꝛouident in de de, 
and ol his knighihode vaͤquiſhed as Jede 
the Bale ſtines foz all they? qtt at puiſſance 
with all à rabie he bꝛought Unto vtrraunce, 


Eutided townes and many a ſirong citie, 
211d bnto Eatpt he his boundes ict, 

made caſels beſyde the readſce, 

Ind in his coqueſt whom that eu2r he met 
of maniy pꝛide he ne would ict, 

7 meane al tho that were his aduerfaries, 
to his gret loʒdſhip to make the tributaries 


He dyd his labour alſs to repare 
Ferulalem,after his ruyne, 

the walles reared which on 5 ſole lay bare 
Made new towꝛes ryght as any lyne. 
fanes of gold they? turrettes to enlumpne, 
and tat oꝛee them let woꝛkmen vndertake, 
ſquare baſtiles and bulwarkes to make. 


He delited to make kreſh gardens, 

diters o raynt and herbe s foꝛ to knowe, 
ttiopſed to plant ſondꝛy vines, 

To gratkte trees, and ſedes foz to ſowe, 
andſtrange fruites make the grow a rowe, 
end with hym had his enmies to encomber 
thc, C.thcuſand of manly mẽ in number, 


His noble fame gan to ſpꝛeade wide, 

and greatly dzed koz his high pꝛoweſſe, 
wherthzough his hert coꝛrupt was W pꝛide 
Betauſe only ot his great rycheſle, 
rdfrowarply he dyd his biſineſſe, 

foꝛto maligne in his eſtate royall, 

agayn the 163d which is immoꝛtall. 


To god aboue he gan ware obſlinate, 


that by pꝛoce ſſe full ſmall he dyd wyn, 

and lauour caught in his royail eſtate, 

To kolow hts fathet in vnthiuft and ſynne 
that grate and vertue from hym dyd twin, 
in moſt ſhynyng of his magntficencc, 
koʒtune pzoudly alſaxlcd his cxccltence, 


Caſt ſhe would within a litle whyle, 

his furquedye and frowardprude afſaple, 
and full vn warcly dect tue hym andbeapſle, 
To make his power to appall and totayle, 
han that this kyng toke on thapparayle, 
of a Biſhop of verpfrowardnes, 

and into temple pzoudly gan hym dzeſſe. 


Be yna in purpoſe on a ſolemne dape, 

to tatze his way vp to the hye altere, 

kalſly vſurpyng whoſocuer layd nape, 

To ſactifice holding the cenſere, 

te toꝛe p auitcr that Cone ot gold full clere, 
fo: which off ente the Bible ſayth the lame, 
A zatias the Biſhop did him blame, 


San withſtonde hym in the face anon, 
foureſcoze pꝛieſtes beyng in pꝛeſence, 

of the kinte d deſcended of Jaron, 

Which fo:bad hym and made reſiftence, 
that with his hande he ſhould put incence, 
Upon the aulter agayn goddes lawe, 

him charging boldip his preſence to Wdꝛaw 


But ot deſpite he made the hold their peace 
in payn ot death he gan them to manace, 
and ſodetnly among ali the pꝛeaſe, 
Ancarthquake fill in the ſame place, 

and therwithall n the kynges face, 

of the ſunne there ſmote a beame ſo bzight, 
that al his facc was lkczched with the light 


De waxed a lepꝛe foule and right hoꝛtible, 
fo: his offence as god liſt o2dapne, 
tocuery man of loke he was terrible, 

And but few his miſchiefe gan compleine, 
and a great hyl Þſame houre cart on tam 
not far te aſyde from the towne without, 
cities deſttoxing that ſtove tounde about, 


to puniſh his pꝛide x his tro wa. d paiſtauc 
And 


Fol. Ib i. 
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Ind bꝛouaht dim lo we foꝛ his great offfce 
£0; his parſon was put out of pꝛeſence, 
perpetually as holy wait can tell, | 
farre from all people with lepꝛes fo2 to dwel 


Pis fleſh was troubled with diuers paſſids 
fo: his fickenes auopded the citie, 

in cry*,and\o20w.,and lamentacions, 

Pes Iyfe he lad in great aduerſetee, 

and ſo he dyed in ſoꝛow and pouertte, 
ſimply but yed koꝛ al his great might, 
within an Jland ß ſtode karre out of light. 


¶ In exhoꝛtacton to pꝛintes to be aupſed 
todo agayn goddes pꝛeceptes. 


C The. x viii. Chapter. 


Et pztnees all in 
the pʒ r20uDence, 
2 683 be right wel ware 
2 anything toattame, 
which vnto god ſhould be offence, 
Leſt that the fine conclude to they: ſhame, 
let them thinke for all thepꝛ noble fame, 
hut they repent,)nod of his tuſtice, 
the pꝛ froward pꝛide vnwatel y wyl chaſtice. 


Let them beware cf malice to pꝛeſume, 
agayn his church todo offencion, 

fo: god of t yet all tyzantes wyll conſume, 
In full choꝛt tyme foꝛ theyz pꝛeſumpcion 
which wyll not ſuffer their dominacton, 
to cutercupt fo: al they qteat might, 

noꝛ bꝛekt p fratichiſe of holy church ryght. 


To dzudẽt pʒinecs which that can diſcerne 
let öyng Ouas couſchꝛad his offence, 

beer intt n mind a mitrour and lanterne 
o hol hurche to do due reuerente, 
aud cen aue tn the pz magnificence, 
god 1trpaht,be they neuer ſo ſtro 
cgauice theit malice though he abyde long. 


Cow king Ozie king ot Jſraelk 


was taken by kyng Salma: 
nazar,and dped in pztlon, 


C.The.rtr.Chapter. 


The ſetonde 


nge, mid ok his people the ſelke ſame nyght, 


25 Here was another that 
called was Oste, 

which whilom reigned 
as Jaffyme dare, 

m ſraell, whom foztune by enupe, 
Made hym be take oꝛ he was ware, 
be ſieged about ofkyng Salmanazar, 
and into Aſſitie vnder his daunger, 
the Bible telleth he was pziloner. 


His titte s, towne a, brought to deſtruccion, 
and all his people vnder long ſeruage, 
wet take and kept in ſtrong Babtlon, 
Suffredthece great patne and damage, 
and in pꝛiſon by furious outrage, 

this ſapd Oʒias in cheynes bound ſoze, 
foz ſoꝛow dyt d, of hym wzite J no moze. 


C.How Senacherib king of 
IſTirte was ſlapne. 


7/74 Tth theſe fozeſayd 
V 

ll vokull kynges thzee, 
A Senacherth cf 
| Allirie kyng, 
came to John Bochas moſt ouqlp to ſee, 
full piteouſ ly his fate complainyng, 
And ſpecially his vn ware changyng, 
he gan bewatle oppꝛelled in his thought, 
trom high nobleſle how he was bzought to 

(nought, 

His renoune ſpꝛed thioughe many dtuerſe 
and all people gan hym magnifxe, (xcalme 
a ſiege he latde vnto Jeruſalem, 
Ju the time of kyng Ezechie, ? 
but tn his moſt frowarde ſurquedpe, 
goddes angel tofo2e the citie, 
an hundzed thouſand ſlough of his me vn 


And the moze to make hym aferde, 


goddes angell ſhoue away his berde, 

Wa (harp (weezd ſhone ful clere à buht. 
left his ſiege and toke hym vnto flight, 
and in a temple his goddes woꝛſhipping 
ſlough hym his ſonnes as he ſate unelpng. 


C How king Sedechte foz falſe foꝛſweting 
was ſlarue. and made biynd iu put fon. 


T 
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Boche. 


Che. xri. Chapter. 
„ Puthyng the complaint 
ol zyng Sedechie, 
and of bis lozowes 
to ſhewe the manere, 
holy wut doth clecely ſpecifye, 
wWhetfoꝛe it wer but vayne to tel them here 
fo there men may the pzoceile plainly lere 
how Toachim kyng of Ferufalem, 
vis owne bꝛothet was led out of his realme 


wherof in heart he felt full great ſoꝛe, 

this Sedechtas as it is there founde, 
becauſe the kyng Nabuchodons302, 

his bzother held ſtrong in puſon bound, 
fullpin purpoſe the Jewes to confounde, 
fo: thts tirant had in that moꝛtall u pke, 

his bꝛethʒen, childꝛen in pꝛiſõ and his wife, 


And pet this ty2ant in his tirannie, 

this fauout dyd in all his fel rage, 

vnto this moit wokull Sedechie, 

Toſuffer hym raygne in his great age, 
from pere to pete to pap hym atruage, 
byfayth and othe andcompolicton, 

reiſed of his people and bꝛought to Babfld, 


pet Sedechtas in eſpetlall, 

by a maner of falſe felicitie 

hymſelt retoyſed in his ſee topall, 
Tooccupte that noble diguttte. 

and ſo koꝛgat the great aduerfitte 

ok his bꝛol he t. and other frendes all. 
fouchpng the miſchief that they wer in fal. 


Ok pꝛide he kyll into pꝛeſumpcion. 

wha he remẽbꝛed his bꝛether x hts linage, 
tonſiſdꝛed how fro kyng Salomon, 

He was deſeended by title of heritage, 

gan dildapne to pay his truage, 

and to maligne in he art he was ſo wꝛoth. 
aud falſely bzake his ſut aunce aud his othe 


He had oo maner indiqnacion. 

which he caught of olde tremembꝛaunte, 
dow tyme paſſed to kyng Salomon, 

By his manly pzudent gouernaunce, 
Iynges about foz a recogniſaunce, 
payed tribute, and durſiee not withſape, 
fro yere to pete his nobleſſe to obcy, 


Fol.lvtt. 


which thyng remtbꝛed of kyng Sedechie 
as he ware great aud ſtrong in puuſſaunct. 
of hye dildayne his tribute can denye, 
Set alyde his fayth and aſſuraunce, 

ſo that his othe ſtode in no ſubſtaunce, 

fo: he agayn the kyng of Babtlon, 

pꝛe ſumptuouſlp fili in rebellion, 


And his kingdom to ſtrength and foztikpe, 
thought he would to his auauntage, 

the kyng of Egipt to haue on his partie, 
Ok pude he fpll into ſo great outrage, 

that he no moze would pap his truage, 

full finally ſuche wapes he hath ſought.” 
that of his othe litle he rought oz nought, 


But woe (alas)it is a dolefull thrng 

to be remembzed,in hye oꝛ low degree, 
that any pztnce oz anp worthy byng, 
Should falſe his othe oꝛ bntrue be: 

© that men ſhould ſuch vartaunte ſee, 

in they; coꝛages which been ſo hye bozne, 
foz any cauſe falſely to be koꝛſwoʒne. 


By repoꝛt it doth the yꝛ fame trouble, 
intoꝛtuneth and clipſeth the yz nobleſſe, 
whan a pztnce is ok his heeſt double, 

And chargeth not ok wilfull rechleſneſle 
alby his pꝛomiſe conclude on doubleneſſe, 
though god a whyle ſuffer them and reſpite 
at vnlet hourc they; falle nes he wyl quite. 


His warnyng oft he ſent to them afoze, 
becauſe they lacke pzudent policie: 

retoꝛde I take of Nabuchodono3oz, 

Which camt bnwarelpon kyng Sedech(s 
fo he his tribute gan falſely hym denpe, 
with all his power as he dyd abzayde, 

to Jeruſalem a mightic ſiege he layde, 


They within conflreyned wer of nede, 

the king himſelf there was no better defect 
with mannes kleſhe his people fo: to fede 
While the Chaldeis by mighty violence, 
of verpfo:ce without reſiſtence, 

on falſe foz[wearing fo to take wake, 
their mighty towers and their walles bzake, 


Co ſlep and kyll they liſt none fo: to ſpare 


wholoeuet they met 02 came in they ſighe. 
Scdcchias 
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The ſetonde 


Sedechias left the towne all bare. 

But take he was as he him foke to flight, 
in cheynes bounde and fettred anon ryght, 
in whoſe pꝛeſẽte to encreſe his paines anon 
his pong childze wer ſlayne everycheone, 


His wiucs almoſt wokull of theyz cheres, 
which in their time molt goodiy wer i faire 
deltucred were into handes of ſtraungets, 
And mozic/alas)toput hym in deſpapꝛe: 
into his kyngdom never to haue repapꝛe, 
wolth Warpe tonges it was to great a payn, 
out of his head wer rent his e yen twaine. 


Ok Jeruſalem his citie was pbrent, 
platne into the grounde into aſhes dede, 
hig great riches, his treaſour wholyſent, 
To 1Babilon with ſtones blew and tede, 
volle. of golde which richeſt wer in dede, 
witheut mercy o2 remiſſion, 

Caldeis toke to they: poſſeſſton. 


Ind thus in ſozow and tn wꝛetchednes, 

he dyedlalas fetited in priſon, 

loc here the ende of permrye and falſenes, 
Loe how foztune can turne vplodowne, 

of moꝛtall men the condicton, 

now richeſt ſhynyng in pꝛoſpe ritie, 

with vnware chaunge to hatefull pouertie, 


' Nowmen lyft vp to royall dignittes, 


now hyc aloft by kulſum habundaunte, 
but what auaylcth to ſit in royal ſees 

To folke that haue therin none aſſuraunce 
nameipwhan koꝛtune holdeth the balaunce 
which aye of cuſtome vnto high eſtates, 
Eath atalſe iove to ſhew her checkmates, 


Betoꝛde T take of pꝛinces moꝛe than one, 
tus z wofull fates hangyng in icopardpe, 
temembꝛed late and among echeone, 
The vokull fall ofkyng Imazie, 
his ſonne eke lepꝛe which called was Ozie, 
— laũ of all how iu Babilon, 

kyng Se dechias dyed in pziſon. 


CLe nuope. 


N Oble pꝛinces conſider the falles, 


of foztunes froward flattipe, 


ſeeth her deteytes in many diuers cf, 

Dow the fyꝛſt mocked manly xmazie 
which ſlavyne was fo: his ſutqnedye, 

to ye ue pou wat nig byeraple as vt mat cede 

whan ye ſit higheſt your fal is mod to daede 


Ind as it is remembꝛed in Bothas, 

eke in the Bible of kyng © 317, 

in his tyme how famous tna: he was, 
Both of tiche s and of cht.talrpe, 

puniſhed with lepꝛe ovokes ſpecitpe, 

to his pꝛeſuming cemembzett this in dede 
whi ye (it hygheſt your fal is moſt to dꝛedt. 


Au wozldly glozw kleeth hence a great pace, 
7 take vitnes of kyng Sedechte, 

fo: falſe foꝛſ wear yng he ſlayne was! alas) 
Made blinde in pꝛiſon the ſtoꝛp cannot lye, 
thus ſheweth koꝛtune though her kroward 
to you pꝛinces > pe lit take hede, (enuy, 
whan ye fit higheſt pour fal is moſt to dzrde 


C How king Iſtiages laboured to diſherite 
Cirus but Godſuffered his malice not to 
pꝛeuatle. The. xxu. Chaptec. 


Fter theſe kinges onc fo⸗ 
A iowed in the pꝛees, 
And gan to Bochas his 


and he was called the great Xifages, 
Which told in oꝛdꝛe his vncouth auenturt, 
loꝛde of Aſie as bokes vs a dure, 

and had of treaſure dur yng all his lyfe, 
about all kynges a pzerogatife, 


Moſt foꝛtunate in all his gouernaple, 

felt of foꝛtune none aduerſitee. 

ſaue an heire mate nothynn dyd hym fayle, 
Fo: he moſt olozicus ſat in his ropal! ſce, 
of wondly welch he !acked no plentee, 
extepte oneſy as clarkes of him wette, 

he had no ſonnt his kyngdom to enhertte. 


Which to his welth was great diſencres, 
leſt fucceſſion fayled in his line, 

a doughter had he called Mandones. 
Out of whoſe wombe as bokes determint. 
he dꝛempt a night how he ſawe a byut, 

in his auiſion with hym lo it ove, 


duct 
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Booke. 


Ouer al Fſie his bzaunches ſpꝛed abꝛode, 


he had alſo a reuelacion 
Nleping a night after his ſupper 

hough he not knewe the crpoſicton, 
he thought he ſawe a chꝛiſtalline tiuet. 
with luſty waters as any berellclere, 
out of her wombe with hys ſtremes freſhe, 
Che ſoyle of Ilte make tender and neſhe 


Touching this riuet and this luſty vine, 
to him ſhewed in his auiſion, 


mithin hym lelte he coude not termine. 


Cherot᷑ to find no clexe concluſion, 
without ſome maner erpoſicion, 

Co hym declared by folkes in ſentence, 
which of ſuch dꝛemes had experience. 


To him he called his Aſtronomers 

Dis — ophers aud hys deuinours, 

that knewe p meaning ofthe nine ſpheres 
mages of ſterres their houſes a the it cours 
and ſuch as were expert crpoſitours, 

Ind u han they were aſſembled euerichone, 
Touchtng hys dzeme they coꝛdyd al in one 


Cotclhym trouth they were not rechles 

Said his doughter fro whom thetr came a 
ſhe $ by name was called Madones (bine 
ſhould haue a ſonne dcſceding fro his line 
whoſe noble fame ihzough Aſie ſhould ſhine 
Ehich Mould him put thzough his renoun, 
By kozce of hys at mes out of his region, 


This was hys fate he mpght it not refuſe, 
The heauenly cours but it dyd faxle, 
wtherupon he loꝛe gan to mule, 

Such fantaſies dyd his heart aſſaile, 

{yl tn great doubte of their diutnayle, 
Thought he would make putuepaunte, 
fo;to wythſtand goddcs ozdeynaunce, 


Full hard it is to make ceſiſtence, 

gein thing ozdepned v ha god wol that it be 
And name ly there, where as influence 

of heauen aboue hath ſhape a deſtenee, 
Some men reco2d that no man map it flee 
The dome of thys where p it holde oz flitte 
foIftronomers al wholy Jcommutte. 


This ſaid kyng of whome J ſpake but late 
caſt he would foz hys auauntage, 

The oꝛdenaunce reuerſe and the fate, 

of the heauen wyth all the ſurpluſage, 

Ind peue hs daughter as tn martage, 

to ſome vn woꝛthy poze infoꝛtunate, 

Chat neuer were likly to riſe to hye eſtate. 


Ind in thys wiſe king Alltages, 

marted his doughter as in hys entent 

To one bnwozthy called Cambyſes, 
deming therby by ſhoꝛt autſement, 

Within him ſelf chat he was right pzudend 
wening ß nobleſſe came by diſcent of blods 
And not bygrace,no: as the heauen ſtode, 


n hys reaſon was not compꝛehended, 
owe Docrates, maſter of Platon, 
Of fullowe bed by birth was diſcended, 
and not to enherite ktingdome no2 tegpon 
But foz to haue fully poſſeſſion 
of moztal vertue and Philolophie, 
During hys life hys wyt he did applye, 


De ſought cofitrepes foꝛ wiſdome x ſcience 
| lecret cũninges to ſerch he dyd his paine 
Ind he fonde out thꝛough his diligence 
thys Philoſopher, as bokes aſſerteine 

To toy reſerued othet vnto payne, 

by grace of god which is eternall, 

Howe mẽ nes ſoules be found ap immoꝛtal 


The great Appollo in bokes it is found 
gaue tudgement of equtte and ryght, 

That Socrates in vertue moſt habounde 
and moſt pzeferred in euery mannes ſight, 
was called of wil dome p later ne x the light 
And wiſeſt named at euen and at pꝛime, 

of philoſophers that were iu hys time. 


The Pocte alſo called Euripides, 

moſt yono:able called in that age, 

Aby his mother of life was recheles, 

and contagious thzough dicious outrage; 
yet was this Poete fo2 al his vile linage, 
Molt vertuous founden at aſſayes, 

Of all Poetes that were in his dapes. 


Called in his time a great tragicien, 
becaule he wzote many tragedies, 
L.. i. And 


Fol. Ibiii. 
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The ſetond 


Ind would of trouth ſpare no maner man 
But them rebuke in his Poctriess 
Touching the vices ol klelhlp fautafies, 
coplam in pzinces tht ir dedes moſt horrible 
And ech thing puntiye p was to god odible. 


Enother clerke called Demoſthenes, 

the mot ſubtyll Nethoncian, 

And moſt muentik among all the pes, 

that euer was ſith the word began, 

Abe of birth he was apooze man. 

yet had he moit leucraine excellence, 
Among Philoſophers cf ſpe ch ond eloquece 


By which example me ſemeth doutles. 
that total blood noꝛ hyc lin age. 

To mẽues birth peueih but ſmalencres, 
ez vnto vertue but littel auauntage: 
Joꝛbych ncbleſſe tabeth not Hys cozage 
of richno2 poꝛe, noꝛ ſtates ſoueraine, 

But of his grace as god liſt ozdatae, 


Whrerfoze of folly king Iſtpages, 
contrarioully ageine al gentry, 

Bad that his douchter called Mandones 
Ficlt whan folke with child her did eſpye, 
Fo: to accompliſhe hys troward fantalte, 
whã it were boꝛne, charging aboue al thing, 
Ol Yircanye tobeate it to the bing. 


Th in that time was called Harpagus, 
and as 7 kynd he dyd in vert ue floure, 
Andipyte had, the ſtoꝛpe tcllerh thus, 

that beaſtes ſhould this littet child deuout. 
but god that may in miſcheef beſt ſucceuce, 
to kepe the chy d was not cecheles, 

Ageine the malice of 4ſ(ttages, 


WUbyrh commaunded of malice and hatred 
howe that thys child arene ⁊ tender of age 
By arpaqus (ſhould be caſt in dede, 

to be deuoured of beaſtss moſt ſauage: 
But toz he dꝛed to doe fo greatoutrage, 

to his Mepeheat d (hem (cif to ſtãd at large) 
The chyld to ſlea he fully paue the chacge. 


This herdman, albe that he was loth 

tot recute this woful auenture, 

Into a koꝛeſt foꝛth with the chyld he goth, 
and gauc to beaſtes that littel creature, 


whom to koſter by qr ice ageine nature, 
A wilde bitch her whelpes [here loꝛſobe, 
and to het pappes the litel childe che toke, 


And 1d her nuke ſhe made him ſup 4 dine 

and buſy was fro hym to enchace, 

wil de koules and beaſtes ſauagine, 

That none ne durſt neygh to that places 

Loe howe that god diſpoſe can hys grace, 

Innocentes fro miſchief topzeſcrue, 

Igetn falſe enup which would 8 
ut 

O blood vnkind found in kinrede 

Fo: couetiſe, O blood diſnatut all 

of falſe malyce,© blood ful of hatred, 

To murder a chud bozne of the ſtock ropa 

where mannes reaſon ts turned beſttal, 

Falſe}p tranſtoucmed vnto crueltce, 

to ſlea achild where bealtes haue pitie. 


The ſely herd hath told his wyke the cace 
and ſhe anone of pitye dpd ariſe, 

W yth her huſband went a ful great pace 
into tbe fozeſt beholding al the guite, 

Ng heretokoꝛe pe haue heacd deuile. 

ſeing the child with !1pp:s tender and ſokte, 
The bitches pappe s how he lucke tul ofte, 


The ſapd herd called Spa2rgos, 

Nys wyfe al ſo ot whome tokoꝛe J told, 
th1s pong child toke in theit depos, 

And in her at mes ſhe ſoftly gan it folde, 
and he ful goodly her face gan beholde, 
and on hys maner tn the ſame while 
In chuldip wyſe on her gan to ſmile. 


The chudes laughter whan ſhe dyd aduert 
wyth all her whole faythful diligence, 
She gan to cheriſhe it a wyth al her heart, 
ſhe paue it ſucke wyth ful great reverence, 
Albe the bitch made reſiſtence, 
Complapning ſtode fully at a baye, 

The littel child whan che lad a way. 


Ful pyteouſly ſhe gan to Houle and crye, 

at theit departyng dolefully complaine, 

and after them ful fa? gan to hye, 

The childtolcte ſhe felt ſo great a payne! 

Loe howe that go? of me rey can oꝛdeint, 

A crucl beaſt uch ſozo e for to make, Ind 
N 


e. 


Wooke. 


3ndſo to mourne fo2 a childes ſake. 


But cuery thing þ god wel haue pꝛeſerued, 
may not fayle to ſtand tn ſekerneile, 

vis ſecre domes been to hym ſelf referued 
There can no mi expowne the as J geſle 
foꝛ he ſhope firſt that this ſhepcherdelle, 
of Spargos the 1rue poꝛe wife, 

Foz to be mene to ſaue the childes like. 


home to her houſe the child ſhe led anone, 
and it to foſtre dyd her buſinelle, 

Of other ſalary,god wote,knewe ſhe none, 
ſaut that her heart therto did her dzeſſe, 
Ind moe entterly 8 ſtoꝛy beareth witneſſe, 
ſhe tendꝛed hym, and with moze buly cure, 
Than him þ was her child bozne of nature 


And as the ſtoꝛy plainly doth expꝛeſſe. 
thys pong chuld as he were in age, 

fto day to dap encreaſed in nobleſſe, 
lzyke fo: to be right manly of coꝛage. 
Cyzus he was called in that language,. 
Coſay in latin playnly in ſubſtaunce, 
man pbozne to great inheritaunce. 


Ind whan the renoune ok his excellence 
(Splong pzoceſſe # of his great encreale,) 
tame by the repoꝛt vnto the audience, 

Ok hes apel the great Aſtiages, 

and howe the king was found rechles, 
Called Harpagus kfoꝛ to doe vengeaunce, 
on pong Cyꝛus he fy!l in diſplealaunce, 


Chys is to mene. Iſtiages was wꝛoth. 

that Harpagus was found merciable, 

nus to ſaue, and foꝛ that he was loth, 

age ynſt al a fo: tobe vengeable. 

Co llea a child a thing not commendable, 
Deming of trouth in his conſcience, 

God was not payed to murder Fnnoctce, 


Iſttages caſt hym to be wꝛeke, 

On Harpagus by falſe colluſton, 

becauſe that he his bidding dyd bꝛeake, 
Ind was contrary to his intencton, 
Cys toſlea agein al reaſon, 

and foz that cauſe Iſttages J rede, 

Ok Harpagus lete ſlea the childin dede. 


Fol. ir. 
Thys to ſay by falſe compaTing 
and couert murder, wꝛought by Alltages, 
The ſonne was ſlayne of Hatpagus p king 
and after roſted alas ful cauſeles, 
And ſith pꝛeſented among al the pꝛees. 
tofoꝛe hys father, a thing moſt lamentable, 
with Aſtiages, as he late at the table, 


But whan thys king called Parpagus, 
conceiued hath thys murdꝛe moſt terrible, 
And how hys ſonne Xx heire was ſlaine thus 
in hys Tre,moſt furious and odible, 
n all the haſt that it was poſſible, 
is repapʒꝛed home to hys houſeholde, 
And al the caſe to Cyʒus he hath told. 


And how his ſonne was ſlaine foꝛ his ſake 
In the moſt hatefullodious cruelte, 
ercityng him with hym to vnde rtake, 

On thts falſe murder auenged foz to be, 

to him declaring ok trouth and equitee, 

De was boꝛne by diſcent en dede, 

as tight heixe to retgne in Perce and Mede 


To hym declaring the ſtoꝛpe by and by, 
firſt of the dꝛeame of Iſtiages, 

And how that he by fraude ful falſely, 
made his doughter called Mandones, 
Poꝛelp be wedded vnto Cambyſes 

which was his mother,x how tn tender age 
De was out call to beaſtes ful ſauage. 


Bya ſhepeherd and ſhepeher delle, 

Foſtred he was in great pouerte, 

and bzought frũ beaſtes out of wilderneſſe 
becauſe god would he ſaued ſhould be. 

Foz thilke loʒd which euer y thing may ſe. 
whan that he hath a thing akoze diſpoſed, 
Nedes it muſt fal and may not be depoled, 


Thys ſapd Cyꝛus at his natiuctee, 
oꝛdeyned was by teuolucion 

ol Þ heauenlyſpheres in noũbꝛe thziſe this 
ſo ſtode that time his conſtellacion, 

That he ſhould haue the dommacion 
Ouer al Iſte.by influence devine, 

afoze tigured by ſpꝛe ding of the vine. 


what may p fraude of lleighty folke auade 


Jnnocentes to put out of their right, 
Lily Though 
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The ſetond 


Though trouth be hid amonges p poraile 
heard bꝛouqh fozth « dare not ſhewe his li 
yet god wil oꝛdein p the bemes bꝛight (ght 
ſhaiſome one day ſhewe out his ciereneſſe 
Mauger al tho þ woulde hys title oppꝛelle 


Fo: this Cyzus as clettes ot him white, 
was by the title of hys mothers ſide 
Bozne to be king.al Flte to enherite, 

albe his atel from him would it deuvde. 
But god that can foz trouth beſt pꝛouide, 
hath fo: Cpzus by pꝛoteſſe ſo 02depned, 
That he of Iſle the loꝛdſhip hath attained, 


Cyzus þ time was growen wel on lenath, 
wel p:opozctoned of membzes and ſtature, 
wonder deluer,xpaſſing of great (ſtrength 
Straunge empꝛiſes poudly to endure, 
Aid to (coparde and put in auenture, 
Vys owne pecſon,the fame was of him ſo, 
was none moe lily wher me ſhould — 
e 
And by the counſatle of king Harpagus 
wianthys Cyzus was wel ware in age, 
Unth Perſtens pꝛoud and ſurquedous 
end Yyzcanites cruel of coꝛage. 
Fo? to recure his rightkuil heritage, 
Began Cy:us armed with plate and male 
with Alliages to hold battaple, 


And he ageyneward gan to take hede 

and wich him toke manya woꝛthy knight, 
nett h all p putTaunce of the londof Mede 
hath take the keld the ſame day fozth right 
To di herite Cyzus of his right. 

But god ⁊ trouth was atwene thẽ tweine. 
Egall iuoge, their quarel to darayne, 


The field oꝛdepned a ſplaped their baners, 
on other party kull pꝛoudly on thepſet, 

At thaſlembling like Ltons of their cheres 
in the face as they fierſly mette, 

With round ſperes (ſharp ground x whet, 
tyli that Cyꝛus of grace moze than noliber 
Ot bys apel the part pe dpd incomber. 


Thys myghty Cpꝛus, thys pong champion 
thzoughout 5 feld g ſuch a ſlaugher make, 
with hys kntghtes,as he went vp and doun 
That as the death hys komen hym fozſake, 


Iſtiages bnver dis baner take, (aloe 
The fie!d vanquilhe? fo2 al hes falſe vein; 
to ſhewe that right hath alway the victoyy 


A man of malice map a thing purpoſe. 

by a maner froward p2outdence, 

But god aboue can gratiouſiy diſpoſe 
ageine ſuch maltce to make reſiſtence, 
Men foz a whtle may ſuffer violence, 
and wꝛonges great where ſo p they wende, 
But ttouth alway vanquiſheth at thende, 


Iſtcages fonde ful ſoth hys dꝛeame, 
Though he agepn it made purueyauncs 

to haue dep2tued Cyꝛus ok bps reame, 

He was decetued in hys oꝛdenaunce: 

fo: where that god though his mighty pus 
L iſt fo: hetres tuſtly to pꝛouide, (ſaunce 
Dleight in luch caſe of man ts ſet aſide, 


Mauger the myght of Aſtiages. 

Cyꝛus on hym made a diſconkiture, 

and al Fſte retopſed eke in pees, 

of dery right as was his aduenture: 

And by tuſt title be dyd alſo recure 

the load of Mede, lyke as was hys kate, 
And tuto Perce he dyd it whole tranſlate, 


Agein hys avel he was not bengeable 
which had v2ought to hys deſtruccpon. 
But was tohym benigne and merceable, 
and graunted hym of whole affeccton, 
The fourth part of the regyon 

of Htrcany,of whych afoze J tolde, 
Hym to ſuſtapae iu hys dayes olde. 


Foꝛ - wi dl would not hys lyue. 
Suffrehys ayel of very gentilneſſe, 

that men ſhould hpm fpnally depꝛpue, 

Of kinglyhonour,fo: none vakindneſſe, 
to peue exaumple to pꝛinces in ſothneſſe, 
Though god in erth haue peuẽ them might 
they Hould ape mercy medle with the right 


CLenuoy, 


J Oble pꝛinces pour eres doe encline 

And conſider in pour diſcrecions. 
howe dzemes ſhewed by cnfluence deuine 
Be not lyke ſweuenes but like auiſious 
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Oꝛ teſemblable to reuoluctons. 
which though me would diſturbe # make fail 
God wil not ſuffer theit malice to pʒeuaile. 


xſtiages dzempt he ſawe a byne, 

Shewed of trouth and none illuſtons, 
From his daughters wombe,right as lyne, 
Spꝛed in Aſie ouerthe regions, 

But to diſhetite by falſe colluſions, 

young Cyzus the king did his trauaple, 

but God not luft red his malice to pꝛeuapie. 


untes remẽber pe that in honour ſhine, 
Upon this ſtoꝛy in pour intentioas, 
a be wel willed where God lyſt toꝛthet a line, 
Other to riches 02 to dominactons, 
Co fauour them to then pꝛomocions. 
Be not contrary in your acquitayle, 
Sith God wil luffer no malice to pʒeuaile. 


CHowe Candaules king of Lidta was 
made cuckold, aud after{layne, 


C Che xxiu. Chapter, 


= Hile John Bochas 
\////\ caſt his looke aſyde, 

An tis dudye as he ſate w}yting, 
To hys pzeſcnce came the Kpng 


- of Lyde, 


Called Candaules.ful pitouſſy pleyning, 
With ſalt teares full lowely beſechyng, 
That he would to wagen his grieuaunce, 
His deadly ſoꝛow put in temembꝛaunce. 


His compleynt was molt of vnkindnes, 
Fo; falſe diſceit agayn alſkid and right, 

that where his truſt was moſt of gentlenes 
he mocked was foz al his great might: 

fo; of his houſe there was a certayn knight 
Gyges called, thing ſhameful tobe tolde, 

to lpeke plain Engliſh, made him a cuckold 


Ilas J was not auiſed wel befoꝛzne, 
Unknowingly to ſpeake ſuch language. 

F ſhouldhaue ſacd how ß he had an hozne, 
O: lought ſome teeme with a fapze veſage, 
to excuſe mprudenes of this greatoutrage 
as tn lome lond Coznodo men them call, 

x ſome afftrme how ſuch folke haue no gall 


Fol. Ir c 
Thus has þ caſe whi Phebus ſhone ſhene 
the ſomer ſeaſon in his aſſencion. 

whan ſote bzaiches wer clad in new grene 
Heate impoꝛtable had domtnacion, 

whan that ce quene foz recreacion, 
bnpzounded that no man did her kepe. 
vpon her bed lap naked fo; to ſlepe. 


And as tletkes ok her beautte wayte, 
there was on ltue none fàapꝛer creature, 
No2 moze exeeclling like as they endite, 
Ot ſemeltnes.her ſtoꝛp doth aſſure, 
Called foꝛ beauty coſin to nature, 

and worthy eke if J ſhal not fayne, 

to de compared to Griſflde oz Heleyne. 


Kynd in her foꝛge liſt nothing to erre, 
whan ſhe her w2ought by great auilenes. 
To make of deautie the very lodeſterre, 
and peue her fauour and lemelmes: 

But fo2 nature had ſo great bufines, 

to fourme a woman þ was ſo freſh of hewe 
the had fozgeat fo2 to make her true. 


Der iyen wer berp celeſtial! 

het here vntreſſed like Phebs in his ſohere 
a thing reſembling that wer immoꝛtall, 
So angelike ſhe was of looke and chere, 
an examplary ot poꝛt and manere, (ſouth 
there was no lack laue nature th2ougy her 
Dad left behind to peue her kayth x ttouth. 


Ind on a day as ſhe lap leping, 

Nakedon bed moſt goodly to ſight, 

Ful bnwarely came Candaules the king. 
into 8 chaber where Titan ſhone ful bꝛight 
# ſhewed her beauty vnto hys own knight, 
Ok entent he ſhould beare witnes, 

bow lhe crcelled al other in fayzenes. 


And whan Gtges gan in oꝛder ſee, 

Ok this quene the great excellence,. 

he was enamoured vpon her beautie, 

all the while he ode there in pzeſence, 
Gan ymagine a treaſon in ſilente, 

To ſlca his loꝛd without long tarytng, 
winne the quene, and after ceygne as king 


This was the end doleful and pictcous, 


To be remembzed hateful andterrible, 
I. lit. Of 


_— 


T he ſecond 


of this noble worthy Candaulus. 


Foꝛ of his tiuf to much he was credible 
vnto Syacs, the trayto2 was odible, 

and yet wore fooliſh, herby he loſt his like, 
Outward to ſhew the beauty of his wike. 


Thouch ſhe wer kapꝛe and goodly vnto let 
There was no trult no2 no ſekernes, 

Fo: other had as good part as he, 

Gygcs toud beate therof witneſſe. 

Alas a quent 02 any great pꝛinceſſe, 

Aſſent ſhould her fame koz to trouble, 

But ik nature excuſe them to be double. 


¶ Pow what thing kyng Midas tous 
che d was golde, yet dpcd he in mts 
lerpe and wꝛetchednes. 


¶ The. xxuii. Chapter, 


=== Ut whoſocuet was 

Se therwith loth 02 fapue, 

Erges was after crowned kyng 
ok Lyde, 

whan that his lo2de was by treaſon ſlapne: 

Ok him the ſurplus Bochas ſet aſpde, 

And in his ſtudy as he did abyde, 

there came of Phzigie, Midas the rich king 

told mine auctour his cõpleint with weping 


Fo: there was neuet by cõqueſt noꝛ labour, 
No king afoze that had moze richeſſe, 

Noz moze plentie ok gol de no2 of treaſour, 
At whole byzth Poetes thus expꝛeſſe, 
About his cradle amptes gan them dzeſſe, 
while he ſlept and gan about him leyne, 

a ful great number of puted whete greyne. 


Mherupon moſt expert ditſnours, 

as they toke hede in their attendaunce, 
Such as wer belt expoſitouts, 

Saxd it was a token of habundaunce, 
To haue of richeſſe al maner ſuffiſaunce? 
and concluding plapnly gan to tell, 

Vo ue he al other intreaſouc ſhould excel. 


oetes cf him wꝛote that wer ful old, 
ov Bachus gaue hun p miggtt god ok wine 
what he toucheth (hall turne into golde, 
as good as that which came out of the mine 


At all aſſayes to be as pure and kyne: 
This requeſtſas wipteth Ouidtus.) 
was vnto Midas graunted ok Bachus, 


He thought golde might him molt auaplt, 
what he handled was gold with touching: 
But whan hunger his ſtomake gan aſſaie, 
his bꝛed his mete. was clere goldin chewing 
And whan he gan to fayle of his feding, 
and found in gold no recure to eſcape, 
Belought Bachus lome remedp to (aye, 


Bachus bade him goe bath in a riuet, 

to waſht away the colour aureate, 

where it is ſhe wed the goldy grauel clere, 
which example declateth to eche eftate, 
that gold alone maketh men not foztunate, 
Joꝛ what may gold oꝛ treaſout there auaile 
where men in hunger kynd no vittatle: 


Oꝛ what is woꝛth gold perle, oꝛ ones read, 
G2ene Emeroudcs,0: Daphy2s pnde, 
whe mf ẽtamme d haue nether green ne bd 
noꝛ tn ſuch miſchtek vittaile map none find 
Foꝛ to foſite their nature andtheir kiad; 
A bacleplofe in ſuch a diſtreſſe, 

moꝛe might auaple than al wozldlp richeſſe. 


This knew Midas and was expert in dede 
though he of gold had ſo great plentie, 
that with metall he might himtelf not feds, 
which cauſed him of neceſſitie, 

To conlider.aad clerely foz to ſee, 

p bzead moze vaileth foz foſtring of natury, 
then all riches that men map here recure, 


Foꝛ which this king gan hate al riches, 
Gold and treaſout he had eke in diſdeine, 
Left his crow:e and his ropal nobleſſe, 
And chaſe to ke5e ſhepe Vyon a pleyne, 
all woꝛldly wozthip was to hym but veynt, 
Ok melancolp and frowardpourrtee, 
Ended his life in great aduerſuet. 


Fo: of ꝛe and (mpacience, 
finally thus with him it ſtode, 


| furtouſly in his great indigence, 


(as wꝛiteth Bochas how he danke Þ blud) 
Of a bull ſauagine and woode, 


with loue enchauted made no delates, 
Wol 


0 


Bodke. 


Mol beſttally ended thus his dayes, 
(Ot Balthaſar king of Babilon, 
and how Dantel cxpouned 
Mane. Techel. hates. 
¶ The. xxv. Chapter. 


Ness to Bochas oꝛ that he was ware. 


as he ſate wit ing with fal gret labour 
Of Babilon came creat Balthaſar, 
to declare bis ſoꝛow and his langour. 
which had nuſuſed ful tal ſl ye the treaſour, 
3nd the veſſels bꝛought to Teruſalem, 
In Babilon chtek tit te of his reaine, 


fox at a ſupper with his loꝛdes all, 

whan ok Þ veſſels he dꝛanke mighty wines, 
and ſolemnely ſate in his royal ſtall, 

and round about all his concubines, 
Philoſophers, Magiciens,and Deutnes, 
There tame an hand the byble doth aſſure, 
and on the wall gan wꝛite this leciptute. 


Mane Techel Phares, witten in his ſight 
though he p mening conteued never a dele, 
which on the wall ſhe wed fap2e and bzight, 
Fro whoſe ſentence auayled none appele: 
But the Pꝛophete holy Dantel, 

lully expoune d to Balthalar the kyng, 

this nultery of this darke wꝛyting. 


This roowd(M-nc)ptapnely and not tary, 

In latin tong betokeneth in ſubltaunce, 

the dayes counted, the numbꝛarp, 

Ok thyrcigning,x of thy great ſubſtaunce: 
Ind(7<<*«!;fgunerh , a waying in balaunce, 
Jn token thy power a kingdom by meaſure 
god hath them peyſed.thep Chal no * en⸗ 


dure 
ue glſo betoke neth a breaking, 
In Romayne tong into pieces ſmall: 
Fo; thy power and froward tebelling. 
ſhall from the hye be bzought into the vale, 
This is holp wꝛit and no feyned tale: 
Fo: whan pzinces wil not they? life redzeſſe 
Cod wil vnwarely their ſurquedy repzeſſe, 


Thou wer by tokens warned long afore, 
by many exaumples the iozy ye map rede, 


bythe faſling of Nabuchodons3 520, 
and thou therof toke ful little hede, 
the loꝛd to thanke a haue his name in dꝛede 
Fo2 which thou ſalt within a litle thꝛowe, 
loſe ſcepter a crown. a be bꝛought ful lowe, 


Let punces al this ſtop haue in mind, 
And fo2 them ſelfe notably pꝛouide, 

and namely tho that been to God vnkynd: 

their concubines koꝛ to ſet aſyde, 

And make vertue foꝛ to be their gyde. 

Uopde Lechery and falſe pzeſumpccon, 

Which hath ſo many bꝛought to deſtruccion 


Nabuchodonoz02 had repentaunce, 

and was reſtozed to his poſſeſſions: 

But god of right toke ſodeynly vengeance 
On Balthaſar, foꝛ his tranſareſions: 
wWherkoze ye punces dyſpoſe your reaſons, 
after pour merites to haue Sod merctable, 
Foz pour demerites to find htm vengeable. 


Agapne holy church take no quarels, 

But aduettiſe in your inward ſiqht: 

Foꝛ Balthaſar dzanke ot tho veſlels, 
Stale fro the temple of very foꝛce + might 
He loſt loꝛdſhip and life vpon a nyght, 

So that the kingdom ok Iſſiriens, 
tranſlated was to Mede and Perſiens. 


¶ Howe Creſts and Balthaſar wer 
benquiſhed by Cirus, x the ſonne 
of Creſus ſlam at the hun: 
ting ok a boꝛe. 


C Che. xxvi. Chapter. 


xt to John Bocas Win a litle thꝛowe 
wziting of pꝛinces many pitcous fate, 
he ſaw king Creſus w other on Þ rowe 
Lowlybeſeching his falling to trantlate, 
And how foꝛtune agayn htm can debate, 
and ok his mil chiet dole kul fo: to reds, 
Foz to deſetiue anon he gan pꝛocede. 


Foꝛ as it is remembzed in wyting, 

As god and kynd lit foz him oz depne, 

Ok Lyde he was gouernour and king. 
And Lozvilzip had the ſtoꝛp can not gy 


Fol. Ixi. 
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The ſecond 
dt many kingdoms moꝛe then one oꝛ twein At ſuch duͤpoꝛtes ſome mtſchtek to oꝛde pn. 


fame in that time (9 did him magnitys, 
that he was called fl oute of al cytualrye, 


And he was alſo in his time tound, 

the molt expert in warre and in battayle, 
and of ticheſſe was the moſt habound, 

and moſt excelling in conqueſt to pzeuatle, 
Plentte of people with royal apparayle, 
and with al this to his great auauntage, 
Nombze of childꝛe tenbliſle his linage, 


In the moſt higheſt of his royal ſee, 

and al was wel and nothing llode amiſTe, 
pet tamenule his feltcitie, 

I dꝛeame he had and truly that was this: 
Now that his ſonne which calſed was Xtis 
was take from him and by moꝛtal outrage, 
Slapnt ſodepnly in his tender age. 


This woeful dꝛeame did him great diltreſſe 
and put his heart in great diſpapꝛe. 
Stonding in leare and great heautneſſe, 
becauſe his chud tender, poung, and fayze, 
Which that was boꝛne foz to be his hepꝛe, 
ſhould cauſeles in ſuch miſchicfe dye, 

So as his dzeame atoze did lpecifye, 


Ok this pꝛoceſſe to declare moꝛe, 

Pow Creſus dꝛeame tultuled was in dede, 
From Olimpus there came a wilde boze, 
Moſt furious and ſauagine of dzede, 

with fomy tuſhes which taſt gan him ſpede, 
Down dilcending and no where lil} abide, 
Till that he came into the lond ol Lyde, 


And gan deſtroy their fruites + them vines 
whereuer he came in any maner place, 
B2ake the nettes and the ſtrong lynes 

Ok the hunters that did at him enchaſe: 
But vnder ſuppoꝛt of the kinges grace, 
His ſonne theire of whom J ſpake tofoze, 
Gate him licence to hunten at this boze. 


His father Creſts deming of this caſe, 
There was no cauſe of dꝛede in no manere 
though his ſonne wer pꝛeſent at the chaſe 
with other hunters ſuch game koꝛ to lere. 
But ape foꝛtune with her double chere, 

Is ready cuet by ſome fatal trapne, 


Fo: one there was which had gouet naunte 
Upon this child to wayte and to ſee, 
chaſing Þ boꝛe to ſaue him fro miſchauntt, 
From al damage and aduerſitce, 

with many luſty folke ot that cuntrep, 

with hoꝛnes hoũde g * ſharp ſpeates grocd 
le king the boꝛe til they had him tound. 


And as they gan fierſſp the bozeenchaſe, 
he that was charged to be the chudes gyde, 
as with his ſpere he gan the boze manace, 
the hed not ẽtred far but fozby it gan 
Andon the child which that ſtode beſde, 
the ſtroke alight. and oꝛ he did aduert, 

The ſpeares head rote him to the hect. 


But of this child whan the deth was couth, 
tolde and repoꝛted wholy the manere, 
How he was ſlayn in his tender youth, 
Borne to be h pꝛe vnto his father dere, 
Crcſus fo: ſoꝛow chaunged loke and chere, 
And foꝛ conſtreynt of dole tn his viſage, 
he teſembled a verp dead pmage. 


But euer ſoꝛow by long continuaunce, 
at the laſt it ſumwhat muſt aſſ coꝛge: 
Fo: there is none ſo futious arieuaunce, 
Noz lo moztall impoꝛtable rage, 
But long pꝛoceſſe peueth him auauntage, 
mene as thus. ther is none ſo acet a ſoꝛos 
ut tt mote ceaſe other cue oꝛ moꝛow. 


Philoſophers tontluden and diſcerne, 
and by theyz reaſons recozden in \cripture, 
thing violent mapnot be eterne, 
Nat in one poynt abydeth none auenture, 
No2 a ſoꝛow map not alwap endure, 
Fo: ſtoundmele thꝛouqh foztunes variance 
there foloweth toy after great —_— 
(rable 
The ſozowok Creſus though it wer intolle 
And at his heart the grieuaunee ſat ſo ſore, 
Such that his dole was (rrecuperable, 
and mene was none his harmes to reſtore, 
Mine auctoꝛ Bochas waiteth of his wo ns 
but of his fal how he fil in dede, (moze, 
Co tel the maner fo:th he doth I 
2 


7 


Boone. 


Do indurate is their infquite, 

that al in vengeaũce is ſet theix hearts eaſe 
Themſelk reiopſing to [lc folkes in diſeaſe, 
ke as they were tu their froward daunger 
Clenly fraunchiſedfro god and his power 


Ind koꝛ a while he ſet his ſiile aſide, 
andhys p2oces in pattye he fozbare, 

To ſpeake of Creſus that was king ofLide 
and gan reſoꝛte to woꝛpte of Balthalac, 
Jgetne re bet ſing 02 that he was ware, 
bowe mighty Cy2as of fatal auenture, 
Made on him pzoudly a diſconfitur?, 


And as it is put in temembꝛaunce, 

of Balthac ar to hol dt by the partte, 

Creſus with him had made an altaunee, 
with al his purſſaunce and al his chyualrie 
Þ(s life his treaſure.to put in icopardte, 
ſwoꝛue in atmes.as bꝛother vnto bzother, 
by Cyzus vanqutHed the one atter d other 


Both their miſchiet no lenger was de lated 
albe that Creſus kaught long in his defece 
Pe finally by Cy2us was outrayed, 

and dep2tued by knightly violence: 

Take in the feld, there was no reſiſtence 
and rigoꝛouſly to his confuſion, 

With mightye fetters caſt in derke pꝛiſon. 


And moꝛe to encreaſe his great aduerſitye 
aſonne of hys tender and pong of age, 
That was dumbe from his nattuttte, 


and neuer ſpake woꝛd in no manerligage 


Cyjus commaunding by kurious outrage, 
that Creſus ſhould by vengeable ctueltie, 
By a knyght of Perſe in pziſon headed be, 


And with his ſwerd as he gan manace, 


Creſus to haue lame without al reuerfce, 
The doumbe child there pꝛeſẽt in the place 
which neuer had ſpokẽ, thus ſaid in audit̃te 
withdzawe thy ſtroke and doe no violence, 


* Unto my loꝛd thy fame ſo to confound, 


to llca a king that lie th in pꝛiſon bound. 


The knight aſtonted hath his ſtroke koꝛboꝛ 
greatip abaſhed in þ darke habitacle, (ne 
which heard a child p neuer ſpake tofozne, 
Agein his werd to make an obſtacle: 

Kan and tolde this merueilous miracle 
Co mightye Cyuis, with cuery cixcũſtaũce, 
hoping therby to haue tẽpꝛed his greuaũce 


But where as tyꝛauntes ben ſet on cruelte 
theyz croked malice full hard is to appeaſe 


This cruel Cyꝛus moſt vengeable of deſire 
toerccu'chys fell intent in dede, 

Lete make in haſt of fagot a great fire, 

and gan them kindle wyth many coles rede 
Ind made Creſus quaking in his dꝛede, 
fo: to bs take, where as he lay ful lo we, 

And bad men ſhould into p fire him thzows 


But Jupiter which hath his vegaſice ſeine 
howe cruel Citrus wyth malice was atteint 
From heauen ſent a tempeſt and a reine, 
that ſodeinly the hezrtble fire was quaynt, 
Ind woful Creſus with dꝛeadful firs made 
eſcaped is his furtous nioztal peine (faint 
God and foztune foꝛ him liſt ſo oꝛdeine. 


This aucnture in maner merueiloas, 
the heart of Cy2us gan ſomwhat enbꝛace, 
Jud cauſed him koꝛ to be piteous 

ageine Creſus, and graunted him his grace 
To occupye while he hath life and ſpace, 
the londof Lide,except only this thing, 
He Hould not after no moze be called king, 


And thus of Lide the king did fine, 

which toke his beginning of one Ardiſius 
And endured the ſpace of kinges nine, 
loke who ſo wyll the bokes tel thus. 
Hereof nomoze,but foꝛth vuto Cys 

J wil pzocede, with al nybuſy cure, 

Foz to trauſlate hys woful auentute. 


C Howe the cruell tyzaunt Cyꝛus delitey 
cucr inflaughter and ſheding of 
blood, and ſo ended. 


¶ Che. rx bu. Chapter. 


Epe by dilcent to greate Iſtiages, 


FAIvoziy bzought foꝛth as made ts 
1 mencion, 


And had al Iſie to his great encres, 
holding that reigne by tuũ ſucce ſſton, 
u loug quicte wythout rebeilion, 


Fol. Ic ii. 


Tyl 


Tyl tyme be thdught in ful frowarde wiſe 
the woꝛld was ſmal to ſtaunch his couetile, 


He had an Etitze moſt contagious, 
Freting vpon bhym koꝛ de ure of good, 

A dꝛopſie hate full and futrtous, 

Ok k:oward rage ß made his heart wood: 
a wuluiſhe thyꝛſt toſhede mannes blood, 
MWhych ouerwharted by falſe melancoly, 
His ropal cozage into t pꝛannpe. 


But whan he pzeſumptuoully entende, 

to tobbe and reue folke thzough his pillage, 

God and foꝛtune made hun to deſcende. 

Ful ſodeynly from his roial ſtage, | 

Deming of pꝛide it was a great auauntage, 

to winne londes cf very foꝛce and might, 

though in his coqueit there were no title of 
(eight 

To wil he paue wholy the ſouereint te, 

and aduertiſed nothing to reaſon, 

But pꝛekerred his cenſualitee, 

to haue loꝛdſhip and domtnacion, 

A baue ſad trouth and diſcreacion, 

which cauſeth punces fed thetr eſtate rotall 

On they be ware to haue a ſodeine fall, 


Foꝛ the loꝛdſhp of al ſta, 

Might not ſuffile to Cyms gredineſſe, 
But thought he would conguere Sceithia, 
gt there warrep tenercate his great richeſſe 
Though he no title had ok rightwiſneſſe, 
laue afalſe luſt wherof mẽ ſhould haue ruth 
That well in punces ſhould oppꝛeſſe truth, 


Firſt this Cyꝛus al pꝛinces dyd extell, 
both in conqueſt, victozpe and battatle, 
Ok gold and treaſure (as bokes him tell) 
tzingdomes to winne he did moſt pꝛeuaile. 
And pet to vices dyd hys heart aſſaple, 
Firft couetiſe euer to encreace in good, 
With a deſire to ſhede mennes blood, 
(one 
With theſe two vices he bzenneth euer in 
that neuer might from hys heart twynne, 
made a great arme toward Septemtrione 
and caſt him pꝛoudly to ſet on and beginne, 
Scithia the mighty lond to wynne. 
Quene Tomerts there retgning as J find 
whoſe kingdõ toineth to Ethiope in Inde 


The ſetond 


Toward the party \xrhich is Oztentall 

the ſea of Sitia kioweth full plentuous, 
Downe to the lea called Occidental, 

And ſouthward renneth toward Caucaſug 
and folke of Scithte that ben labozious 
Which tile p lond haue not to ther ltumg 
but ouly frutes which fro the earth ſpzing, 


The ſond ok Scithie is rich foz the nones 
fo: areine and kruite a land ful couenablez 
Nich of gold, pearle, and pꝛecious ſtones, 
tight coinmodious and wonder delectable: 
But agreat party is not habitable, 

the people dꝛeadkul to bylde their mancidg 
Fo fcare of drath betauſe of the griffong, 


The noble fame noz the highe renoune, 
Mas not farre knowe no2 plp:ad abcutt. 
Ok Tomirts,quene of that region, 

no: of her nobleſTe within noꝛ without, 
Tyl that king Cyꝛus wyth a ful great rout 
into Scithia gan hm p2oudly dꝛeſſe, 
The hardy quene to ſpople of her richee, 


But ſhe her fame moꝛe to magnifie, 

Gan in great hat with full rich apparaple, 
ul pzudently aſſemble her chtualrye, 

and toke a feelde if he would her aTaple, 


Ready with hm to haue a battaple, 


And ok her meypne(ltke as ſapeth my boke,) 
Unto her ſonne, the thyꝛd part (he toke, 


And yaue hym charge in the ſame place, 
hym ſelf tacquite that dap like a knight 
And koꝛ to mete Cy2us in the face, 

and no thing dꝛeade wyth hym foꝛ to fygbt. 


But whan king Cyms ol hym had a ſpqun 


Caſt him that day Þ pong pꝛince to oppz* le 
Kather by wiles then manhode oz pow: Us 


Firſt he lete ſuffe hys large paudyons, 
wyth great plentie of dꝛinkes delectable; 
Dpuet s mcates and confcecions, 
round aboute vpon eue rp table. 

And in his meaning palſing decetuable, 
Lyke as he had in maner dꝛeadful be. 
Toke al hys hoſte and gan anon to lle. 


This pong p2ince of meaning innocent, 
Notheng deming as by ſuppoſaple, 


ww wEe's. 


gut that Cirus was with his meine went, 
aud fled fo2 keate he durit him not aſſaple, 

Ind when he tonde ſuch plenty of vitayle, 
he 4 his knightes thꝛough miſgoucrnafice, 
Co tate and dꝛintze let ai their pleaſaunce, 


CThephadof zniahthode loſt al 5 diſcepline, 
foꝛſoke Mars and put him out of light, 
And to Bacchus their hedes gan encline. 
Soꝛge vpon Gozge till it dꝛouqh to night: 
and pꝛoud Cirus came on the anotie tight 
With al his hoſt. they cut of therr armour, 
On beſtxal folke made of dilconkitare. 


Cruel Citrus left none aliue, 

of bygh no2 lowe made none ercepcion, 

they were to feble agein his might to ſtrine, 
Fo; chief cauſe of thy; diſttuccion 

was dzunkfneſſe, which voideth al reaſon, 
Ind wiſe men rehzarceninſent:nce, | 
there folke be dꝛonken ther is no reſiſt ẽ ee 


Ind when this laughter by relacion 
Kepozted was, and bꝛougbt to the pꝛeſence 
Of Tompy21s,Queene cfthat regton, 
Unto her heart it didful great oTence, 
But of ire and great (mpactence, 

Seing her lonne ſlayne in tender age, 

ko; ſoʒowe almoll (he fyll into a rage. 


But foꝛ all her wofull deadly peyne, 

the ſhewed no token of feintnite. 

But of pudence her weping gan reſtreine, 
and caſt her playnly auenged foz to be 

Upon king Citus, and on his crueltee, 

ſent out meyne teſpien his paſſage, 

Ihe hym might find at a vantage. 


And w hir meine gan feine a maner flight 
bp to the moũtatnes dꝛeadtul andterrible, 
Ind Ctrus after gan halt hym anone tight 
n hope to take her it it were poſſible: 
mong which hi!les moze tha it is credible 
been craggy reches moſt hidous of entaule, 
Perelous of paſſage and voyd ot al vitaile, 


IndCirus there fyll in great daunger, 

All vapurueycdof dzogeman oꝛ of guide, 
tofoſtcr his pcople vittaile was none ther, 
Etring as beaſtes vpon euer y ſide: 


ind they of Scithie gan koz hym pꝛoulde, 


Booke. 


Fe! {riit, 
wherok theic quene, god wote was ul kame 
A great miſchiet, that al his nit were ſtaine 


None of al was take toraunſon, 

no: he him ſelf eſcaped not theyꝛ boundes, 
Such warte was layd to his dell tuccion, 
he thtough perced w many moꝛt l woun⸗ 
on petes tent as beares ben w hoũds (deg 
the quene edmaunding wh? he lay thus to 
To her pzeſfce this body to be bozn (toute 


Firſt ſhe hath charged to ſ mite of hys head, 
whi lhe thus hath p victoꝛy of him wonne, 
And in a bath that was of blood al read, 
ſhe gan it thiowe within a lftel tonne: 
And of deſpite right thus He hath begbac, 
molt tiraunt ly in her wokul rage, 

To dead Cirus to haue thts language. 


O thou Cirus that whom were lo wood 
and (othmſtlengh in thy tirannp. 

Ageine nature to ſhede mannes blood, 

ſo wuluiſhe was thine hateful dꝛopſp, 
That mere none mpaht it modify, 

thine ctike topnedgredy and vnſtable, 


with thzuſt of (laughter ay to be vengeable 


It is an hozrour in maner fot to thinke, 

ſo great a prince rebuked for to be 

Of a woman, mannes blood to dꝛinke, 

fo: to diſſlaunder hys royal mateſte, 

But gladly eucr vengcable cruelte, 

ok right requireth wyth vnware violence, 
Blood ſhed foz blood iuũly to recompence, 


of mighty Crus the impertal nobleſſe, 
was by a womã vẽquiſhed 4bo2n doune, 

God made her chaltiſe his furtus wodnefte 

and koꝛ to oppꝛeſſe his famous high tenoun 

Foz where vengeaunce hath dominacion 

in wouldly pꝛinces ,plapnly to deutſe, 

with vnware ſtroke god cã the wel chaſtiſe 


The ende of Cyʒus ci beate ful wel reco25 
how god withſtadeth folke y been vegeable 
och p a mercy wha they ben at diſcoꝛde 
right wil not ſutfre their tate to nõde (able 
And fo: this Citrus was lo vamerceavie, 
he with vamercy punyched was in dede, 
Death quit foz deth loe hete his (wal mede 
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The ſecond 


In laughter x blode he did him moſt delite 
koꝛ in tho tweine was his repaſt in dede, 

He kond no mercy his ve ge aunte to reſpite 
where he kond matet any blood to ſhede, 
Such iop he had by death to ſe folke blede, 
and fo: the ſight dyd htm ſo much good, 
His fatal ende was foz to ſwimme in blood 


Lot here the exe qutes of this m@hty king, 
toe here the ende of his eſtate ropall: 

There were noflibes noz bzbdes clere (h& 
tobzen his body th tters funerall, (ning 
Nozobſeruaunces,no2 offringes merceall, 
no: toumbe of gold with ſtones rich x fine 
was none 0zdeiaed ß day to make his ſhztne 


Eptthaphie there was none red noz ſonge 
by no Poete with their Poetries, 

no: of his ttiũphes there was no bell ronge 
Noz no wepers with ſobbing tragedies, 
none attendaunce but of his enemies, 
Which of hatred in their cruel rage, 

Caſt out his Carein to beſtes moſt ſauage, 


Loe here of Cirus the finall auenture, 
which of al Aſie was whilome Emperoure, 
Nowe lieth he abiect withoute ſepulture, 
of high noꝛ lowe he fond no better fauour, 
Loe here the fine of al wo:ldlylaboure, 
namely of tirates which liſt not god to dꝛed 
but ſet their lud in laughter # blud to ſhed 


C Lenuoy. 
2 7aht noble pzinces co\er in your [4 


The fine of Cirus piteous q lamentable 


Howe god puniſheth ot equitte and right, 
tirauntes echeone cruel and vengeable, 
Jod in his ſight it is abhominable, 
that a pztnce,as Philoſophers waite, 

In ſlaughter of me ſhould him ſelfe delite, 


Thys ſaid Lirus was a ful manly knyght, 
in his beginning right famous andnotable 
Nature paue him ſemeltneſſe and might, 
fo: in conqueſt was none ſeene mote hable, 
©yl tyꝛannpe the ſerpent deceiueable, 
Merciles his coꝛage dyd atwite, 


Juſlaughter of mẽ whan he him gi deltte 


ndherfoze pe pʒinces remenbec dap 4 night 
raffozce your nobleſſe à make it pardurabi, 
To get you fauour and loue of euery wight 
which Mal your (hates coſerue a kepe ſtabls 
Foz there is conqueſt none lo honourable, 
In gouernaunce, as vengeaunce to reſpitg 
mercy pzeferring, tn (laughter not delite, 


C Yow Amultus fo: coueteſe ſlough byg 
bzother, and Remus abd Romulus 


nouſhed by a wulue lle. 


C Tye. xx bit. Chapter. 


ter king Citus Bocas d(deſpk 
iwo moꝛthye bzethzen, 
wich taces piteous. 
& bozne bp diſteut to refgne in A. 
ne father p ſtoꝛy telleth vs (dam 
Che one of them called Jmultus: 
ond to remembꝛe the name of that other 
Nunmitoz xcalled was his bꝛothet. 


Thep had a father whych named was pw 
king of þ lond the tozy doth deucſe (cas 
Ifter whoſe death plainly this the cas, 
Amultus fo2 falſe couetiſe, 

His brother ſlough in full cruel wile, 
that he vntullly by falſe tanupe. 

might haue the ktngdome alone of Albany 


Thys Iban by diſcripeton, 

like as Bochas affermeth in certetn, 

Is acitye not farre fro Rome town, 

ſet on an hill beſides a large pletne, 

The bil dyng ſtately, rich, and wel beſeine, 
ſtrong walled with many a rich toure, 
And Iſcanius was firſt therof fondoure, 


Which called was (n his foundacion, 

Albania fo the gceat wohtteneſſe: 

there kinges after by ſucteſſion 

Named Albanoys pꝛiceſſe of great nobleſſs 

and by diſcent the ſtozp bearcth witne le, 

From king Pꝛocas recozde on bokes olde, 

came thele two bzethzen, Rhea their — 
t 


Numito: lapue ag made his mencion 
the zingdome occupied by Amultus. 


Ind 
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and entked into religion, 

Foz to be wympled in that holy houfe, 
ſacred to Veſta with virgins glozious, 
therfoze to abide and be contemplatife, 
with other maidens dur yng ali her lyte. 


Ind this was done while ſhe was pong of 
dy het bꝛothet ok falſe intencion, (age, 
that (he ſhould haue no manet heritage, 
No: clayme no title in that region 

of her kynred, by none occaſion, 

but ſtond pꝛok eſſed tn virginttte, 

tofoze Ueſta, and live in chadditie. 


et notwithſtanding her virgtnal eleneſſe 
e hath contcetued by naturali nuracle, 

gan to encreale in her holines, 

whoſe wöbe arole in kio was none obſlacle 

agayn ſuch bolnyng auaileth no triacle, 

but the goddeſſe foꝛ her ſo dyd oꝛdaynt. 

that ſhe at once had ſonnes twapne. 


The temple of Ueſta Node in wilderncſle , 
where Khea had vwholy the gouernaunce, 
otpzicſtly do noꝛ done to the goddeſſe, 
With many ſtraunge vncouth obſeruaũce, 
but by her bzothers moꝛtall ozdinaunce, 

her pong ſounes might not be ſocoured, 
but caſt out to beaſtes foz to be deuouted. 


But a ſhe wolfe which whelped had late, 

to peue them ſucke dyd her bilines, 

by god oꝛdayne d. oz by ſome heauenly fate, 
Ch# to conlerue fro death in their diſtreſs 
fo; holy watt plainly bereth wttneſſe, 

God tan defende as it is wel couth, 

thyldzẽ from miſchief in their tẽ der youth, 


But in this while this ſaſd XAmultus, 

that was the yꝛ vncle as made is mencion, 
agayn his ſuſter troward and furtous, 
Made her be ſhet in a full darke pziſon, 
andthere compleynyng the deſtruccion 

ol her two childzcn,bozne to her repzefe, 

to very ſoꝛow dyed at great miſchefe. 


Theſe ſaide childꝛen deuoyde ok all refute, 
beſyde a rtuer lay piteoully crying. 

fiom all ſuccout naked and deſtitute, 
except a wuluelle vpon them wayting. 


at whoſe wombe ful ſtyl! they lay ſuckyng. 
vnto nature a thing contrarious, 
childzen to ſucke on beaſles tauenous. 


But he that is loꝛde of euery creature, 
right as hym hiſt can both ſaue and ſpyll. 
and beaſte s which ben rage of theyz nature 
He can aduert and make them [ye full tpll, 
Tigres, Lions obepen at his wyll, 

the ſame loꝛde bath made a fell wulueſſe, 
vnto tweine childze her bigges foz to dꝛelle 


And whyle this wulueſſe had the in depole 
there tame an heide called Fauftulus, 
boheld their ſuckyng a ſaw the lye ful cloſe 
Which fhepcherd was of king Amultus. 
caught bp theſe chudꝛen Þ ſtoʒy telleth thus 
X b:ought them home with ful great diligẽ ct 
vnto his wife that called was Laurence, 


And ſhe fo: loue dyd her diſy payne, 
them to folier till thep came to age, 
gaue them ſucke of her bzeſtes tweine, 
Fro day to day of hert and whole cozage, 
andthey wer called as in that language, 
after the Nozy,that ont of them Remus, 
And the ſecond was named Komulus, 


Of which bzethꝛen biefly to termine, 

the towne of Rome toke ogiginall, 

of falſe diſlaunder fyꝛſt began that line, 
The roote out ſought al vicious foiidat il 
clerelpremembzedfo2 a memozeal, 

they2 ginnung grewe of ſuch incontinence. 
as clarkes call Inceũus in ſentence, 


Intellus is a thing not fayꝛc no2 good, 
after that bokes wel deuiſe cunne. 

as treſpaſſing with kyn oꝛ with blood, 

Oz kroward medling with her ß is a Nine, 
and thus the line of Rome was begunne; 
fo: (laughter. murther, and falſe robbꝛy 
wag chiefe beginning of al they: auncitrye, 


Of couetiſe they toke their auauntage, 
l[iggers of wayes,and robbers openly, 
murttherers alſoof they: owne linage, 
Indſtrongtheues gat to they: company, 
ſpoyled all tho that paſt them fo;by, 


vader ſhadowe of kepyng their beſtaile, 
WM. All 
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The ſetonde 


all maner people thep pꝛoudiy dyd aſlayle. 


To ſley marchantes they had no conſciẽce 
and foz to murther folke of euery age, 
women to oppꝛeſſe of foꝛce and violence, 
In all that countrey,thts was they} vſage, 
where thyet abode there was no ſare paſſage 
and theſe two bzethꝛen lyke as it is founde, 
foud firſt the maner of ſperes ſharp groùd. 


A ſpcre in G2eke called is 4s, 

and fo: that cauſe the lad Romulus, 

as bokes ſap, and ſoothly ſo it ts, 

He afterward was called anne 

which with his bꝛother þ called was Remus 
was in all thyng conke derate and partable, 
that tefoꝛe god was vitious and damnable, 


Ind as it was ac coꝛdyng to they: lyfe, 

toꝛ lacke of vectue they fill in great dekame 
& atwene them there was an vncouth ſtrife 
N hich of both ſhould yeue the name 

vnto the citic,atwene earneſt and game, 
after they2 names Rome tobe called, 

thus fpll the caſe afo:e oz it was walled, 


And thereupon ful long laſted their ſtriues 
which ſhould of them haue domtnacton, 
ſhewyng they? titles and pꝛetogattues, 


| who ſhould of them xeue name to p tewn, 
andrefane as kyng in that regton, 


there was no reaſon who ſhould go befozne 
becauſe they wer both at once bone. 


But to finiſh the yꝛ fraternall diſcoꝛde. 
they haue pꝛeuided atwene the anon right, 
thus condeſcending to put them at accoꝛde, 
Nother by foꝛce, cppzeſſion,noz might. 
that which of them ſawe greateſt flight 

of by:>cs.flying high vpon an hyll, 
Gouldname the citte at his owne wyll. 


Ok this accowdfo2tobe witnes, 

they with them led a full oreat multttude, 
thecof to eue a dome of rightriſcnes, 
Both of wile and of people rude, 

all at once this matter to conclude, 

and vp to an hyll called Auentine, 

they ben al eruded this matter fo; to lyne. 


And byꝛdes ſyre to Remus dyd appere, 

by Jugurye as they gan p2ocede, 5 
called vultures ful fierce in theyꝛ manere, 
But in number they double did excede. 
that Romulus ſaw whan he toke good hede 
wherof there fyll a great controuerſte, 
which of them ſhould pzeuatle on his partte 


Thus firſt of al Remus had a ſyght. 

of ſyxe byzdes,called Uultures, 

and foꝛ to auaunte and pꝛekerre his righte, 
He full pꝛoudly put hymſelk in pꝛees. 

but Romulus was not recheles, 

his bzothers clayme platr.ly to entrouble, 
affozced his title with the number double, 


et ofyts purpoſe one of them mult faple, 
though it ſo be that they ener ſtriue, 
but Komulus gan finally pꝛeuaple, 
Andto the citie he foꝛth went bliue, 
and as auetour s lit echcone deſcrige, 
and tn their bokes as they rehearce all, 
after his name, Nome he did it call. 


Audal kozeyns fo to exclude cut, 


and agayn them to make ſtrong defence, 
kyꝛſt he began to wall it rounde about, 
And made a law full dzedfull in ſentence, 
who ci ymbe the wall by any Violence, 
outward oz in warde, there is no moꝛe to ſey, 
by ſtatute made he muſt nedes dye. 


This was enact by full plapn oꝛdinaunce. 
in payn of death, which no man bꝛeake (hal, 
but lo bekell Remus of ignozaunce, 
Which of the ſtatute knew nothyng at all, 
of auenture went ouer the wall, 

foz which a knight oꝛdayn in certayne, 
the lapd Remus hath with a pike ys ſlain?, 


His bzother liſt not in no maner wile, 
agayn the law to be fauourable, 
but aſſented parcell foꝛ couetiſe, 
Upon Kemus to be more vengeable, 
of this entent to matze his raygne ſtable, 
that he alone might gouerne à none other 
by no claim foud,no: bzought tn by his bo: 
Ind that the people Could thẽ moze velite, 
there to abyde and haue poſſeſſion, 
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ag olde auctouts of Romulus doe waite, 
wuhin the boundes of theſame towne, 
that he deutled by great pzouiſton, 

in compaſſe round ſo Chzontcles comple, 
a territozy that called was Aſie, 


This Iſſlum by Romulus deuiſed, 

was a place of refuge andſuccours, 

like a Theater with liberties fraunchiſed, 
Foz to recepus all fozeyn treſpaſſours, 
theues,murtherers weyliggers,x robbers, 
by great reſo2t within the walles wyde, 

to foſter al bzibers p durſte no where abide, 


And with fled people fro diuers regions, 
the citie gan to encreaſe and multiplye, 
and baniſhed folke of ſtraunge nacicns, 
Co fynde refuge thither gan them hye: 

Ind thus by pꝛoceſſe gan they? chiualry, 
firſt thzough tyzantes.rechlesof wozking, 
tyil all the wozlde obeyed theyꝛ byddyng, 


Of wiiful fozce without title of ryght, 
they bꝛought all people vnder ſubieccion, 
a claxme they made by violence and might, 
And toke no hede of trouth noz reaſon, 

and the fyꝛſt auctour of theyꝛ foundacion, 
was Romulus, that gathꝛed all this toute. 
within the citte. and walled it about, 


And many day as made is meneion. 

he had this citie in his gouernaunce, 

and was the firſt kyng crouned in 5 town. 
Jud raygned there by continuaunce 

full many peres, tyll the variaunce, 
offoztune,thzough her falſe enuxye, 

in Campania made him foz to dye. 


Upon a day whan it gan thunder loude, 
dis name fo2 euer to be moꝛe magnifyed, 
ſome bokes ſay he was tapte in a cloude, 
High vp in heauen to be ſtellifyed, 

with other goddes ſtately deifyed, 

there to be (talled by Jupiters ſyde, 

like fo his knightes as Mars liſt pꝛouide. 


Loe here of Painims a falſe opinion, 
to Chitſtes law contrary andodious, 
that tixantes ſhould foz falſe oppzeſſion, 
Be called goddes;02 named glozous, 


Fovl.!rv 
which by the yz liue wer found vicious 

koꝛ this plain trouth 7 dare it tight weltei 
thep rather been fiendes fuil depe in hell. 


Fo: but in earth theyꝛ dominacion, 
conueyed been by vertucus nobleſſe, 

and that theyꝛ power and high renoun, 

be let on trouth and rightwiſenes, 

like they: eſtates in pzince 02 pꝛinceſſe, 
dare affy2me ofthem both tway:;e, 

foz vicious liuyng they muſt endure ayne. 


But whan thep been faſthfull of ente nt, 
right and trouth tuſtiy to maintepne 
and in theyꝛ ropyall power he not blente, 
wꝛonges redzeſſtng,and pooꝛe folke ſultcir 
t ſo cõtune w coſcience moſt clene (werres 
ſuch like moze rathe than pompe of woꝛldly 
ſhal make them reigne in heauen aboue the 
_ (ferres, 
Fo: whiche,late pꝛinces bnderſtod at once, 
d wo2ldlypzinceſſes w altheir great riches 
that ther highhoznes fret with rich ſtoneg 
Toward heut the yz paſſage doth not dzeſſe 
but ver tuous life, charitie and mekeneſſe. 
whan the y liſt pꝛide out of they heart arace, 
that cauſeth them in heauẽ to wyn a place. 


There is no moze ſtraunge abuſion, 

noꝛ tofoze god greater ydolatrye, 

than whan pztnces liſt catche affeccion, 
Creatures falſiy to deifye, 

by colluſion, bꝛougqht in by ſoꝛcerpe. 

now god defende all pꝛinces well diſpoſed, 
with ſuche falſe craft neuer to be enoyſed. 


And that they: tyen by none yplluſions, 

be not englued nother with hoke no2 Iyne, 
no: by no baptes of falſe inſpecctons, 
Mꝛought by Cirenes by dꝛinke oz medicine 
which of their nature reſemble to a ſhzine, 
th:ough riches outward a beauty ſouerain 
and who loke (nwardbe like a foule carein. 


God of his grace amend al ſuch outrage, 
in noble pꝛintes ſaue thẽ fro ſuch warre, 
and them enlumine diſpoſyng the yꝛ coꝛage 
In ſuch falſe woꝛſhip þ thet nomoꝛe ne erte 
ſytze to Argus that thep mayſene a ferre, 


that no falſc faging cauſe them to be blind, 
M. li. godde g 
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3 The ſetonde 
gods no2 goddeſles to woꝛ chip again zynd. 


Ind though ß Romains did wo zchip x ho: 
to Romulus, by a conlireint dꝛede, (no2 
let no man take examolc of they2 erroꝛ, 

but to that loꝛd whoſe ſides wer made rede 
to ſaue mankind and on a croſſe was dede, 
let men to hym in chief theyꝛ loue obſerue, 
which can the quite bet tha thei can deſerue 


¶ bow Metius Suffcttus kyng of Yls 
banoys being falſe of his othe and als 
ſuraunce,was dꝛawen into peces. 


Che. xxix. Chapter. 


Ext Romulus with 
teres al beſpꝛent. 
ö I vnto John Bochas 

aprered Metius, 
of chere and loke and ok his poꝛt fall faynt, 
Vis kal declaryng froward and deſptteous, 
and he was called che Sukketius, 
owe of birth and ſimple in vpotowyng. 
of Jlbanoys tyll foztune made hym kyng. 


Agem whoſe pꝛide the Komains gi werrep 
full mightelpoppꝛeſſpng his countrey, 
and foz kyng Petius liſt them not obey, 
They taſt them fully auenged foz tobe, 
becauſe His birth was but of lowe degree, 
and was ryſen vp Vnto eſtate ropall, 


thep them purpoſe to yeue hym a ſodaun kal 


Haſty clymbyng ot pouert ſet on hight, 
whan wongtitie maketh hym to aſcende, 
with vnd ate peys ofhis owne might, 

A ſodain fall maketh hym to deſcende, 
whan he liſt not of lurquedp entende, 
Frowhence he came, noꝛ htmſelf to knowe. 
tyll god x foztune his pomp hath ouerthꝛow 


Foꝛ this Metius of pꝛeſumpcion, 

thought again Romains his pꝛide might a⸗ 
gan warte agayn them by rebellion (uaile 
Mas not feate full theyꝛ nobleſſe to aſſayle, 
tyll on a day was ligned a battaple, 

both their hoſſes Win a kield to mete, /ſwete 
to tabe theit part whether it were ſower 02 


That time in Rowe reigned Poſtilis, 

a manly man, and a kuli woxthye knight, 
twene hym concluded and king Mettus, 
The twaine to mete in itele armed bght, 
fo: bothe battayles to trye out the ryght, 
by inſt accoꝛd, and therfro not vary, 

the partte vanquiſhed to be tributary, 


And wholy put hym in ſubteccion, 
without entreating oꝛ any moꝛe delap. 

and finally foꝛ iho2t concluſton, 

King Hoſtiltus ihe tritumphe wan that day, 
that q lbanoys ne could not (ay naye, 

but that Romatus as put is in memo2y,) 
by ſinguler batayle had wonne the victoꝛp. 


Thus had RKomains firſt poſſeſſion, 

of F\banops to obe y them and to dzede, 
Metus yelded and ſwoꝛne to the towne. 
Neuer to rebell fo2 fauour ne foz mede: 
but fot he was double founde tn dede 

of his aſſuraunce, and falle to their citie, 
he was chaſtiſed anon as ye chall tee, 


Again Fidenates a countrep of Ttaile, 
king Hoſtillus fo; they rebellion, 

caſt he would mete them in bataile. 

Foꝛ common p:ofite and fo2 defenſion, 
both ok his citie and of his royall towne, 
and foz to aft oꝛce his partie in wozkyng, 
of Albanoys he ſent vnto the kyng, 


To come in haſt with his whole chiualrye, 
and tary not in no maner wiſe, 

but make him ſtrong to ſuſteyne his partie, 
Like his beheſt as ye haue heard deuiſe: 
But king Mettus full falſely gan pꝛactiſe, 
a lleighty treaſon and a couett wyle, 
agaim his pꝛomes the Romains to begyle. 


Pet he outward pꝛetendyng to be true, 
came to the field with a full great meyne, 
liuing in hope to ſce ſome chaunges near, 
That he on Rome micht auenged be, 

and ſpecially that he might ſee, 

kyng Hoſtilius of froward falſe enuy, 
that daye outraped with al his chualrye, 


Firiſ v3)an he faw the Nomatns enbataile? 
and Fidinates on that other ſide, 


the 


1 


Booke. 


theyꝛ wardes ready koz to haue aſſailed, 

e couettly dyd on an hyl i abyde, 

and too noꝛ fro liſt not go noz ryde, 

noꝛ his perſon put in ieopar dy. 

tut who was ſtrongeſt to hold on ß partie. 


wherof the Nomaines fell in fuſpeccion, 
vfking Metws whan they tobe hede, 

til Hoſtilius ot hiqh diſcrecion, (d2ede 
Thzoughe his knighthode put them out of 
and gan diſlimile of Met ius the falſchede, 
and to comfo2t his knightesof entent, 
ſaide what he did, was done by his allente, 


De was full loth that his chiualrie. 

ſhould know the ffect of Metius treaſon, 
which cauſe might in all oꝛ in partte, 

ful great hindzing by ſome occaſion, 

to deme in him falſenes oꝛ treaſon: 

pet of trouth the ſtoꝛy beareth witnes, | 
al that he ment, was vntrouth and falſnes, 


This ot manhode and of highpzudence, 

he to his knightes yaue hert and hardines, 
made them ſet on by ſo great violence, 
Chat he the field gate of high pꝛoweſſe, 

on Fidinates, bꝛought in ſo great diſtreſſe, 
and ſo outrayed on foꝛce on euerp ſyde, 
toloꝛe Komains that they ne durit abyde. 


Ind whan Metius ſaw the thus outrayed 
by a maner of kepned falſe gladnes. 

ltke as he had in heart be wel payed, 

To Hoſtilius anon he gan hym dꝛeſſe. 
himſelf re io ping by counterfeit lienes, 
and koꝛ his meaning plainly was concetued 
ſo as he tame, right ſo he was recemed. 


Thus whan Metius ſtode in his preſence, 
with a pꝛetence of faithfull ſtable nes, 


and all thappoꝛt oftrouth in apparence, 


Ye ſhadowed hath his expert doublenes, 
bnder ſoote hony couert bitternes, 


\ frendly viſage with wozdes ſmoth æ playn, 


though mouth a hert departed wer in twain 


But Hoſtil tus hath al his fraude cſpyecd, 
and his compaſſed kalſenes and treaſon, 
andtherupon hath tuſtly fantaſicd, 
payne accozdyng ypeyſedof reafon, 


Fol.!rbvt-. 


hym to puntſhe bya double paſſton: 
this to meane, like as he was deuided. 
a double toꝛmeut koꝛ him he hath pzoutded, 


This was his dome and his fatal!l payne, 
by Hoſtilius contriued of tuſtice, 

his fete, his armes, twene Chatets tweyne. 
Naked and bare the ozp doth decir, 

to be bounde and Unt in trauers wiſe, 
contrariouſiy the hozſe to dꝛawe and hale 
till all his body wer rent on peces ſmale. 


And right as he was cauſe ok great trouble 
found ay in dede moſt fall of variaunce, 
therfo2c his pain was made in maner double 
Right as himſelf was double in gouernãce 
falſe of his othe ot heſt and aſſurance, 

X double in meaning as he hath perſeuerey 
ſo at his ende his members wer dilleuered. 


His fete wer dꝛaw from the head aſonder, 
there was no toynt with other foz tabyde, 
I)cre was a legge, and an arme late vonder, 
thus eche member from other gan deuyde, 
And fo2 he could holde on other ſyde, 

by falſe pzetence to other partie true, 
him to chaſtice was found a pain new. 


¶ I Chapter how pꝛintes ſhould of thett 
othes and pꝛomiſes be true, auopding 
all doublenes and decepcion. 


¶ The. xxx. Chapter. 


O here the end ok double falſe inening 
whan wo2de and hert be contrarious, 
othe and beheſt falſe found in a king, 
OfJlbanoys as was this Metius. 
O noble pꝛinces pꝛudent and vertuous, 
let neuet ſto:p after moze reco2de, 
that woꝛde and dede ſhould in you diſcoꝛd. 


Fo: king Mettus variaunt of cozage, 
whoſe tnward menig was cuer on treaſon 
tretnes cotrining with a tate viſage (let, 
Dis thought. his heart with double coꝛd fret 
by Bochas called diſceit,and falſe baret, 
which vice deſcriuing concludeth cf reaſs, 
fraude ot al traudes.ts falle decepcion. 

M. uu. Foz 
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The ſeconde 


Fo: with a face flattering and peacemle, 


CLenuoye. 


pꝛetending trouth vnder falſe pleaſaunee, R Ome remember ofthy foundac'on, 


with his panteres periious and terrible. 
trappeth innocẽtes W greines of mtſchaice: 
I mcate deceet that with her countenance, 
folkes englueth ſymple andrechies, 

811d them werreyth vader a face of peace, 


uiTaunce of puntes tkamous + honozable, 
ath de decemed by this trattoureſſe: 
X folke moſt pꝛudent ta their eſtate notable, 
hath be diſtreubled by ſuch falſe doublenes 
and many a katght victouous ofpzowes, 
hath ben entricked fo2 al his high renoun, 
by treines found ok deceit and treaſon, 


Deceit decetueth and ſhalbe deceiued, 

koꝛ by detcett who is deectuable, 
thouqh t is deceit be not out percetued, 

To a deceiue t deceit is returnable, 

fraud quit w fraud is querd ful couenable 
fo: who with fraude,fraudolent ts kounde, 
to adefrauder.fraude wil ay rebound, 


C Ofking Hoſtiltus that firſt weared pur: 
plc hewe,conſumpt with firy leuen, 


C Tbe.xxxi. Chapter. 
Vat ſhould J moꝛe of deceit edite 
MHteuching p fraud of king Metius 
ko Þ me caſt now finally to woite, 
Che fatall end of king Bolliltus, 
which was the firſt ag ſayth UWalertus, 
in Nome cttte that auctours knewe, 
among kinges that wear ed purple hewe. 


But aftcr all his triumphall noble ſſe, 

and many vncouth knight ly high empꝛyſe 
fo:tune tappalle the pꝛice of his pꝛowelle, 
Made hym to be in ful frowarde wiſe, 
techles and ſlowe to do ſacrifice 

to Jupiter foꝛ which ſent from heauen. 

he was conlumpt with ſodctn fpery leuen. 


Pere men may ſee the reuolutions, 

of foꝛtunes double puruepaunte, 

how Þ moſt mighty of Romain Champions 
Yaue ſodeinly be bzought vnto miſchance, 
and theit cucrages to put in remfbiuaunce, 
great conqueſt turnedto woe fro top, 

$02 a tebutze J end them this Lenuoy, 


+ ot what people thou toke thy ginning 
thy building gan ok kalle diſlencion, 
Ok laughter, murther, 4 outragtous robs 
yeuing to vs a maner knowia ging, (byng, 
a faiſe beginning auctours determine, 
Mal op pꝛoceile come vnto ruine, 


where be thy Fy⸗rours moſt ſoue rain of te. 
kiges exiled fo2 their outragtous liuig (nod 
thy ſenatouts with wozthy Scion, 
Poetes old thy treumphes reherſing. 

thi laureat knight:s moſt ſtately in tht ix th 
thine aureat alozttht nobles tẽ umme (dig 
is by long p;ocefle bz2ought vntorutne, 


Whcre is now Ceſar that toke poſſeſſton, 
firſt of the Emptre the triumphe viurpings 
oz where ts Lucan that maketh mencion, 
Of all his conqueſt by ſerious wittyng? 
Octautan moſt ſolemneiy retgntng, 
where ts bi come their lo2dſhtp oꝛ their linet 
zoceſſe of peres hath bꝛought it to rutne, 


where is the palace 02 royall mancion, 
with a ſtatue clere 9f galde ſh ining. 
by Romulus wꝛought. a ſet on that dõgeb 
where ts thy tẽple of chuſtal bꝛight ſhewirg 
made half of gold moſt richly monſtryng, 
p heaufly ſpheres vy cõpaſſe wiought © line 
which that log pꝛoceſle hath bzought bats 
(ruin 
Where is Tullius chick lantern of thp toun 
in rethoztke al other ſurmounting: 
Moꝛall Seree.02 prudent lad Caton, 
Thy common pꝛokit alway p2eferring? 
02 riohtiul Tran moſt (uit in his deming 
which on no partie liſt not to decipne: 
but long pꝛoteſſe Hath bꝛought all to rut, 


no here is the temple of thy pꝛoteccion. 

made by Uirgil moſt curicus of bur!dtng? 

Images erctt of euery region, 

TWhan any land was found rebelftng, 

toward that part a (mal bell heard reugene 

to that pꝛoumce d ymage did encime, 

which by log pꝛoceſce was Wenn tu 
m 

Where is alſo the great extoꝛtton, 

of conlutles and pꝛetect es oppꝛeſſxuʒ. 


* 


Bocke. 


Of Dietatc urs the falfe colſuſion, 

of Decemuir the tronard deeecu png, 

and of Tribunes the fraudolent wozbpng* 
of all echeone the odious rauime. 

bath by pzoceſſe.been bzougyt vnto tuine. 


where is become thy domtnacion, 

thy great tributes, ihy treaſcurs enriching 
the woꝛlde all whole in thy ſubteccion, 

my ſweoꝛd of vFgance al people manacing: 
cuer gredy to encceale in thy getting, 
nothing by grace which that is diuine, 
which ha th the bꝛought by pꝛoce lle to ruine 


In thy moſt higheſt craſtacion, 

thy pꝛoude tirantes poutnces conquering. 
to god contrary by long rebellion, 
Goddes,goddeſſes falſely obe ping. 

aboue the ſtartes thy lut que dous climbing 
til old vengance thy nob1eſſe did vnt wine 
with new complaintes to ſhewe thy tume. 


Lap do ben thy pꝛide, and thy pꝛeſlumpcion, 
thy pompous boaſt thy loꝛdſhippes tcrelig 
confeſſe thine outrage ⁊ lay tht boaſt adoun 
All falſe goddes plainly defying, 


Lift vp thine hett vnta that heauenly king 


which with his bloud thy ſoꝛowe s foꝛ to fine 
hath made thy raunſõ to ſaue the fro ruine 


From old Saturne Þ2aw thine affeccton, 


his golden woꝛld fully deſpiling. 


and from Jupiter make a digreſſion, 

His ſiluet n tyme heartly diſpꝛayſing. 
teſoꝛt agayn with will and whole mening 
to hym that is lozdof the oꝛdets nine, 

which mekely dye d to laue the fro rune, 


Though Mars be miaht y in his aſſencion 
by influence victozies diſpoſyng. 

and bꝛight Phebus peueth conſolacton, 
To woꝛldly pzinces their nobleſſe auanting 
foꝛſake they tightes and thy falle offring, 
and to that lozd bowe a down thy chine, 
which Qed his bloud to ſaue the fro rume. 


Wynged Mercury chtek loꝛd and patron, 
of eloquence, and of fayze ſpeakyng. 

fo;ſake his ſetuice in thine opinion, 

And ſetue the loꝛde that gcucrneth al thing 
the erred heauen, the ſpheres cke meutng, 


Fol. lx bi. 


which fo? thy ſake was creuned with a ſpine 
bis heart eke petted to ſaue thee fro ruine, 


Caſt vpof Uenus the falſe deriſion, 

her firy bzond,herflatcerfes renuing, 

Of Diana the tranſnutacivn, 

now bught.now pale, now clert now dꝛepig, 
of blind Cupide the fraudolent mockyng. 
of Juno, Bacchus Pꝛolerpina, Lucine, 
fo2 none but Chʒiſt may ſaue the fro tuine. 


Vopde of Cirtes the beſſtall popſon, 

of Cirenesthe ſurtous enchanting, 

let not Me duſa do thee no treaſon, 
And kro Gozgones turne thy lokyng, 
and let Sinderelis haue thee in keping, 
that Chziit Jeſu map be thy medicine, 
again ſuch raſkall to ſaue the fro rune, 


On kalſe xydols make abiuracion, 

to Sunulactes do no wozlhipping, 

make thy reſozt to Chiſtes paſſion, 

Which map by mercy redꝛeſſe thine crring, 
and by his grace repare thy falling, 

ſo thou obey his vertuous diſcipline, 

truſt that he ſhall cedoʒe thy ruine, 


His mercy is ſurmounting of foyſon, 

euer encteaſeth without amenulyng, 

aye at the full eche tyme and eche ceaſon, 
Ind neu er waſteth by none cclipſyng, 
whan men liſt make deuoutly their rekning 
to leaue their ſynne x folowe his doctrine, 
he redy is to ſaue them from ruine, 


O Rome Nome all olde abuſion 

of Ceremonies falſly diſuſing, 

lay them aſyde, and in conclulion, 

Crye god merey thy treſpaces repenting, 
truſt he wil not refuſe thyne aryng, 

but thee recetue to labour in his vine, 
eternally to ſaue thee from tine, 


O noble pꝛinces of high dilcrecion. 

ſithe in this woꝛlde there is none abyding, 
peiſeth conſcience atwene wyll and reaſon, 
While pe haue letſure of heart ymagintng, 
ve beate not hence but your delcriuing, 

let this conceit ape in your heartes mine, 
bexample of Nome how ail goeth toruine, 


C The ende ofthe ſecond boke, 
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The pꝛologe 


Ihe apilarime which 

4 LY} that goeth on koote, 

aud hath none hozſe 

to relcue hes trauayle, 
trhote,d2ye and wery and may find no bote 
Of wel cold whan th2uſt doth hym alſaple, 
wine no: licour that may to hym auayle, 
tight ſo fare J which in my buſineile, 


no ſuc cout fynde my rude nes to redzeſſe, 


I meane as thus, J haue no kreſh licour 
out cf the conduites of Calltope, 

no2 thzough Clio in Khethouke no floure, 
In mp labour foz to refreſh me: 

noꝛ of the ſuſters in noumber thziſe three, 
which with Ctthera on Parnaſo dwell, 
they neuer me gaue d2ike once of their wel 


No: of they; ſpꝛinges clere and chuſtaltne, 
that ſpꝛange by touchyng ok the Pegaſe, 

their fauour lecketh mymaking tenlumtne 
I tpnde they2 bawme of lo great ſcarcttie, 

to tame theit tunes with ſome dꝛop of plètie 
fo: Poliphem us thꝛow his areat blindnes, 
hath in me detked ol Argus the bzightnes, 


Our like here Cot of wit the great dulnes 
the heuy foule troubled with trauaple, 
and of memo2ve the glaſyng bꝛotelues, 
dꝛede X viictining haue made a ſtrõg batal 
with werines my ſpirite to aſſaple, 

and with their ſubtil creping in moſt quent 
bath made my ſpirit in makpng foz to feint 


And ouermoꝛe, the ferefull frowardnes 
of my ſiepmother called obliuion, 

hath a baſtyll of foꝛpetfulnes. 

To ſtoppe the paſſage, and ſhadow my tealõ 
that Þ might haue yo tlere direccion, 

in tranſlating ot new to quicke we, 

ſtoztes to wꝛite of olde atitiquite, 


Chus was J ſet and ſtode in double werre 
at the metyng of fearcfull wayes tweyne, 
the one was thts, who cuer liſt to lere. 
Aheras good wyll gan me conſtrayne, 
Bochas tàaccompliſh foꝛ to doe my payne, 
came ignoꝛaunte u ith a manace of dzede, 
my penne to reſt J durſt not pzocede, 


Thus myſelf remembꝛyng on this boke, 
it to tranſlate how 7 had vndertake, 

full pale of chere aſtonyed in my loke, 
Mine had g tremble my pe ne 7 felt quake 
that diſpapꝛed, J had almoſt fozſake 

ſo great a labour dꝛedtul and impoꝛt able, 
it to pet fourme J fond m ſelk ſo vnable, 


Twene the reſidue of this great (ourney,- 
andlitle part thereof that was beaunne, 
I ſtode chekmate foꝛ feare whan J gan ſee, 
In my way howlitle J had runne, 

like to a man, that fapled dap andſunne, 
and had no light to accompliſh his viage, 
ſoferre I ſtode abacke in my paſſage. 


The nyght came on, datked with fanorice, 
my witte was dull by clerenes to diſcerne, 
in Khethoꝛzike fo2 lacke of ſufftſaunce, 

the Toꝛches out. ⁊ queched was Þ lanterng 
and in this caſe my uyle to gouerne, 

me to further J tond none other muſe, 
but hacd as ſtone Pitrides and Meduſe. 


Suppoꝛt was none my dulnes fo: toape, 
poue ct appꝛoched in ſtale croked age, 
Mercury abſent and Philologte. 

My purſe aye light and vopd of al copnagt. 
Bacchus farre ot, to alad my co2age, 

an ebbe of plentie.ſcarcitce at full, 

which ok an old man maketh the ſptrit dull 


But hope and truſt to put awapdiſpayre, 
into mp mynde of new gan them d:elle, 
and chiefe of all to make wether fayze, 

My lodes fredom and bounteous largeſſe 
into mine heart bzought in ſuche gladnes 
that though releuyng of his benigne grace 
falle indigence liſt me nomoze manace, 


O Howe it is an heartly retopſyng. 

to ſetue a pꝛince that liſt to aduertiſe, 

of their ſec, uauntes the keititul tuſt mening 
And liſt to coſider to querdon their ſextuct 
and at a ne de, liſt them not deſpiſe, 

but fro al danger þ ſhould thẽ nop oꝛ artut 
be cuer ready to helpe them and releus. 


And thus releued by the goodlyhede (nan. 
, though p nobleſſe ofehis moſt knight! 
R 


f, 
k. 


to the thirde Boohe. 


au miſtes tlere of diſpayꝛe and dꝛede, 

Ctuſt hope, and faith. into my heart tan, 
and on my labour anone fozthwith FJ gan, 
fo: by cle: c ſuppoꝛt of my lozdes grace, 

al fozeyn letting from me J dydenchaſe. 


#olkes that bſe to make great viages, 
which vnde rkong long trauaile and labour, 
wan thet haue done gret part of their paſ: 
Of werines tall wage their rigour, (ſages 
agatn faintiſe to find ſome fauour, 

loze oft agayne parcell to be celeved, 

to ſee how much theyꝛ (tourney is atcheued. 


Cauſe why they ſo okt loke agepne, 

back ward tur ne loke, and ck: va ge, 
tgenely this, that it map be ſeyn | 
Co ihe m. how much is done of they; viage: 
ke we ty foike that gone on pilgtimage, 
tel them ſomevchile a ful large ſpace, 
ſeboꝛious ſwe te to wype fro their face. 


Cheir heauy fardel among they cat down, 
at ceitan boundes to bo their backes caſe, 
et welles colde eke of (ntencion, (tappeale, 
Dꝛinke kreſh waters their arcuous thy2ile 
0 wholſd wines their appetite to pleale, 
teczenyng the miles by computacions, 
thich thet haue pall of caſtels x of touncs, 


It doth them eaſe the number foz to know, 
ſich the began ok many arcat tour neys, 
of by? mountatnes and ok valeys lowe, 
inb0taunne ſightes paiſing by countreis 
th; bncouth building of bozoughes A cities 
tocting d diſtance fro tovone s,X the ſpaces 


this is their talking at theyz reſting places. 


The reſidue and the ſurpluſage, 

ſhet teten alſo of their labour comming, 
thir.ke it is a manet auauntage, 

To haue and (ce a tiere knoweleging 
ofthingcs paTed,and thinges eke tolou ing 
lo to their hertes it doih ful great pleaſate 
whan al luche thyng is put in temebzance, 


Fol. Ix viii. 
And ſemblablp John Bochas as 7 finde, 
gan tut ne his bacs e. loke, and ccuntenance 
und to temember a pointing in his minde, 
Co the ſtoztes rehearſed in ſubſtaunce, 

in his two bokes of ſoꝛowes 3 diſpleaſance 
himſelf aſtonted metuetlyng a great dele, 
the fall ot pꝛinces from koztune s whele. 


Ok their vnhap as he doth rehearſe, 
toward hymle fk the cauſe doth rebounde, 
their climbing vpthe heauẽ s koꝛ to pearce, 
In wozldly itcheſſe tenereaſe and haboũd 
their qredyct ede doth themſelk conkounde, 
and they: tupꝛã of hauing vnftancheable, 
cauſeth theic noble ſte to be ſo Variable, 


High tlimbyng Vp ok reaſon who can ſee, 
dulleth of bꝛatnes the memonall: 

blunteth the ſrart in hiah and lowe degree, 
which from a ioft maketh them haue a fall, 
men ſay of elde wo that coneteth all, 

at vnſet houre ſuch one (hall not cheſe, 
bat a!lhis gathzing at once (hall he leſe, 


Fo2 wo2idly folke whichſohye aryſe. 

with the great peys of wh2ldly habundance 
and wih the weight of frowerd couetiſe, 
Namely where koꝛtune holdeth the balance 
W Unware turne of ſome vnhappy chance, 
thts ſtoꝛmy quene, this double fals goddes 
plungeth the down fro al their great riches, 


TUherfoze Bothas, hercofto make a pꝛefe 
ſheweth to purpoſe a ſentence full notable 
a cler2 cxample ot vnware ſuche miſchiefe, 
Muteth of an auctour by maner of a fable, 
albe the meanxng be fulicommendable, 
and well acco2dyng in conciuſion, 

to the clere purpoſe of this entencion. 


 Chereendeth the 
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The thirde Boke. 
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C How Andalus docto2of Aſtro⸗ the fall ofpzinces,the tauſe well out ſought 
nomie concludeth howe Puntes ame ol themſelk. of foztune right noug # 


ſhoulde not atwite conſtellacions 


02 the ſtartes wer nothyng to wite, 
noꝛ foꝛtune of their vnhappte fal⸗ by they: meupng no: by — 


ung but their demerites and viti⸗ noꝛ that mt ſhould of right p heaut᷑ at wi 
ous lluyng. Fo no froward worldly violence, 


| oz this tlarke there concluded in leuten 
Tce. i. chapter. how men by vertue long may contune, 
2 p C Naples whilom from hurt ok ſterres.oꝛ of foztune, 
N — — They: owne deſert is chiek otcaſions 
=#toſchole went ofthe vnhap wheſo taketh hede, 
\ VE : n then demerites vnware ly put thẽ dow! 
a 8 — — life doth ther? bꝛidle lede, 
2 tout ſe ot foʒtune noz of the ſterres rede. 
— hindꝛeth nothyng agayn they? felicitie, 
— hym — thoztly in ſentment, ſith ok kree choyſe they haue full liber. 
is rope was moſt to ſtudy and to wake, 
God puntſheth ſynne in many maner w 
and he was * audalus the blake. ſome he chaſliſeth foz they: owne auayl, Þ 
re ne enn Seoneapreqerth vengeance art 
| ion 
the courſe alſoof the plancttesſeuen, — taketh no counſayle, in 
theyziufluences and theyꝛ mettous, — meurng no man is mon 
and helde alſo in his opintons. S witte.than is glad pouerte 7 1 


Booke. 


And vnto purpoſe this auctour ful notable 
to his ſcholers there being in pꝛeſence, 
full de mure ly gan rehearce a fable, 
with many a colour of ſugred eloquence, 
theron cõcludyng the ſfime of his ſentence 
touching a ſtrife which he dyd expzelle, 
atwene glad pouert ⁊ this blind goddeſſe, 


(A diſputacfon betwene foztune 
and glad pouert. 


in ſtreight place ther ſat glad pouerte 
which reſembled of loke and figure, 
Atechles woman moſt ouglyon to ſee, 
at a narow meting of hie wayes thee, 
all to toꝛne, to raggedandto tente, 
athouſand patches vpon her garmente. 


She was hideous bothe of chere and face, 
ardinſempng voyde of ſozow and d2ede, 
and by that way as foztune dtd paſſe, 
And of glad pouert ſodeinly toke hede, 
ſhe gan to ſmile and laugh at her in dede, 
by amaner ſcoꝛnyng in certapne, 

bk her araye ſhe had lo great dil dayne. 


Whoſe froward laughter whan pouett did 
how ſhe of her had tudtgnaciton, (elpye 
ſhe roſe her vp of high melancoly, 

Plainly to ſhe we her intencion, 

tithout good daye oz ſalutacion, 

doyng to foꝛtune no maner reuerence, 
dudet theſe woꝛdes declaring her ſftence, 


O thou foꝛtune moll foole of fooles all, 
what cauſe haſt thou foꝛ to laugh at me, 

0: what dildayn is in thy heart fall: 

Spare not a dele. tell on let me ſee, 

(02 J full litle haue a do with thee, 

of old noꝛ new, J haue none acquaintance, 
nother with thee no2 with thy gouernante. 


Q Nod Andalus whilom of koꝛtune, 


Ind whan foztune beholdeth the manere 
df glad pouert,in her to toꝛne wede; 

and knew al ſo by countenaunte and chere, 
Powſhe of her toke but litle hede, 

like as ſhe had to her no manere nede, 

the which thinges conceiued and ylene, 
lopouert che aunlwered thus ageyne, 


Fdl.Irir. 


My [comneful laughter plainly was keꝛthe 
whan I thee ſawe ſo meacr pale and lene, 
naked and colde in great aduerſitee, 
Stabbed ſcozute ſcalled and vnclene, 

on backe, and body, as it is well ſene, 

many a beaft walke in the yꝛ paſture, 
which day by dap ol new thou doeſt teture. 


Dauing nothyng to w2ap in thy head, 

ſaue a bꝛode hat rent out of nattes olde, 
fulloft hungrye fo defaute cf bzead, 
Slepyng on ſtrawe in the froſtes colde, 
and where p comeſt as mẽ may wel behold, 
fo2 feare of thee, childꝛen them withdzawe, 
and many a dogge hath on thy ſtaffe ygnaw 


To all eſtates thou art moſt odjons, 

men with thee wyl haue no daltaunce, 

thy kelo wih p is ſo contrarious, 

Where thou abideſt may be no pleaſaunte, 
folk hate ſo deadly thy froward acquainties 
that finally 7 dare conclude of thee, 

where tuer þ comeſt thy felowſhip mẽ flee, 


Chan glad pouert gan plainly bndert5d, 
theſe rebukes rehearcedof foztune, 

the rude reaſons that ſhe toke on honde, 
which frowardly to her ſhe dyd entune, 
as pouert wer a refule in commune, 

by the tepꝛeues that foꝛtune on her layde. 


fo: which pouert teplyed agayn and layde. 


Foztune (quod ſhe ) touchyng this debate, 
which of malice thou doſt agayn me take, 
be well certam touchyng my pooze eſtate, 
Jok free wyll thy fauour haue fozſake, 

d though folke ſayÞ mayeſt men rich make 
pet J had leuer be pooze with gladnes, 
than with trouble poſlede great riches, 


Foz though thou ſeme benigne a debonaire 
by a maner counterfeit apparence, 

fatte and well fed with round chekes fayze, 
with many colours of trouth as in pꝛetente 
as therof faith were veryeriſtence, 

but vnder all thy floures of frelhnes, 
the ſerpent glidethof change # doublenes, 


And thouch thy clothyng be of purple hew, 
with great awaiting of many — 
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The thirde 


vf gold and petle eche day chaunged newe, 
Clothes of gold and ſondꝛy kreſhe atters, 
and in thine bouſ hold full many officers, 
yet I date well put in teopar dye, 

with thee to plete and hold chaumpartie, 


Thus glad pouett gan ware impoꝛtune, 
of cheti contrary,of loke,andof language, 
again this Lady which called is fo:tune, 
That of diſdayne (he fyll into a rage? 

bt hold quod ſhe ) of pouett the cozage, 

in wietchednes flondyng deſconſolate, 
how agame int (he is now obſtinats. 


She cannot ſec how ſhe ant outrayed, 
tette from the fauour of my kelicitie, 

yet of pude lhe is not diſmayed, 

Ns2 liſi not bowe foz toobey me, 

though lhe be taſt in mendieitie, 

fartheſt avacke Þ do you well aſſure, 

in miſchick let of any creature, 


But truely pouert fo: al thy truandife. 
mauger thy pde and thy great outrage, 
7 (hal thee puniſh in full ciuell wyſe, 
To make thee loute vndet my leruage. 
which reſembleſt a deadly pale ymage, 
that wer of new ryſen out of his graue, 
and pet of pꝛide daͤrell apein me raue, 


But whan foztune had theſe woꝛdes ſayde, 
glad pouett gan fall in great gladnes, 

and again foztune with a ſodayne bꝛayde, 
She gan her conceit out ſhew and expieſſe 


foxrunc(@ lr though thou be a noddelle 


called of kooles, ytt learne this ot me. 
from thy ſeruage J dond at libertee, 


But if Þ ſhall algates haue a doe, 

with thee in armes moſt cruel + vengeable 
touchyna the quarel that is atwene bs two 
There is one thyng to me right cofoztable, 


that thy cozage is flekering and bnſtable: 


Ind where an hert is in himſelf deuided, 
vittoꝛp in armes koꝛ hym is not pzoutded, 


Me lyſt nother flatter thee no fage, 

no: thee tanopnte by adulacion, 

though flattery andfeyned falſe language, 
Appꝛopꝛied be to thy condicron: 


Ind in deſpite of thy preſumpeton, 
J haue ſo2ſake of my fre voluntee, 
all the treaſours of wozldly vanitee, 


whilom J was as thou haſt detitfed, 
ſcruaunt to thee and bnto thy treaſours, 
but frũ thy danger now þ J am fratichiſed 
Scking of thee nothcr help noꝛ (uccours, 
manate kynges and mighty Empercurs, 


koꝛ glad pouert late nother ſone, 


with thy riches hath nothing to done, 


Foꝛ though thou haue b2aced in thy chcing 
worldly p2tnees and goodes tranſitoues, 

and riche marchauntes vader thy derneine 
ytueſt to knighthode conqueſt and vectoues 
the fading palme of laude and vainglones, 
but whan echte one thy fauonc haue recured 
than is glad pouert fre fro thy lure aſſured, 


Al thpſeruauntes ſtond bnder dzede, 
quaking fo: f:are of thy doublenes, 

fo: nother wiſe dom, fozce,noz manhede, 
FLredom.bountie,loue.no2 gentlenes, 
may in thy fauour haue no ſikernes, 

they be ſo poſſed with winde s in thy barge, 
wheras glad poucrt goeth frelp at his large 


Thy manaſyna doth me no dureſſe, 
whiche woꝛldly pzinces dzeden euverychone 
thei maie wel quake fo2 loſſe of great riches 
But J glad pouert thereof deſpꝛe none: 
as flow # ebbe all woꝛldiy thing muſt gon 
foz after floudes of foztunes tide, 

the ebbe foloweth and wyll no man abide, 


Flow and ebbe to me be both pliche, 

J dzede nothyng thy mutabilitee, 

make whom thou liu other pooze 02 riche, 
Foz T nothyng wyll requpze of thee, 
nother lozd{hip no2 great pzoſperitee, 

fo with thy gifte s who that hath to dont. 
of chaunges bzaideth ofter than the Mont. 


Out of pouert came firſt theſe Emperoilts 
that wer in Rome trowned with laurere, 
ttedõ and largeſſe made the frrit victouts 
Cauſyng they fame to ſhine b21ght x clett 
till couetiſe bronght them in duinger. 
whan they of foly in their nioſt 1 
0 


). 


= 


To thy doublenes did reuerence. 


Foz whan fredom a pꝛince doth koꝛſake, 
Ind couctiſe put away latgeſſe, 

and ſtraytnes is into houſhold take, 

Ind nigardſhip erileth gentleneſſe, 

than is with dzawe from their high nobleſle 
the peoples beatt, and playnlyto deuiſe, 

ek their ſeruantes fare wel al good ſeruice, 


Ill ſuch ſodayn chaunges in commune, 

in this woꝛld bled now fro day ts day: 
echeone they come by fraud of falſe foztune 
Expertence hath put it at aſſap: 
Loue,trouth and feyth,be gone ferre away, 
Ind if that truft with pzinces will not tacy, 
Little meruayl though the people bary, 


Fo; thzough thy changes of fraudolft fair: 
there is now bſed in euery region, (nes 
glad chere out ſhewed w couert doublenes 
nder the courtern ok ſimulacton. 

So lecre is now adn{acion, 

that in this woꝛld may be noſurette, 

But if it reſt in glad pouertie. 


pet of thy perilous froward vartaunce, 
* no ſtoze truelyſ(as foꝛ me.) 

zal thy frendſhip cöcludeth W miſchaũce, 
with ſodayn nuſchicfof mutabilitee, 
which yeueth me hert to haue adoe with the: 
Fo; ſuſtiſaunce in my pooꝛt eſtate, 
hal to thy changes, ſay ſode inly checkmate 


fortune with angre almoſt diſpe ned, 
Oftheſe woꝛdes toke ful great greuaunce, 
Pouert(@ ſhe)which mayſt not be appeired 
But J now ſhew agayn thee my putſſaſice, 
Men would ltitle accoumpt my ſubſtaunce 
O mighty pouert, O ſtrong Hercules, 
which agapn me putteſt thyſelfin pꝛees. 


Suppoſeſi thou it ould the auayle, 

Other by fozce 02 by hardineſſe, 

Co haue adoe with me in battayle, | 
which am of conqueſt and ol high proweſle 
In atmes called laop and punceſſe: 

T0} there is none ſo mighty conquerour, 
that may pzeuayle withcut my fauour.. 


23ooke: 


Fol. Ixx. 


Ok theſe woꝛdes pouert nothing aferde, 
Junſwered agayn thus. playnly in ſentenee 
though 7 here haue, ſpere, ſhteld noꝛ ſwerd 
Noꝛ choſen armour to ſtond at defence, 
Pollar noꝛ dagger to make reſiſtence, 
But bare and naked anon it (Hal be ſepne, 
where p with me dareſt wꝛeſtle on this plain 


Which ſhalbe done bnder condiccon, 

that none of vs ſhall htmſelf withdꝛawe, 
But ſtill abpde of intencion, 

til he ß banquiſheth oꝛdeined hath alawe, 
Such as him liketh,agayn his felawe. 
The which la we ſhal not be dcla ped, 

to be accompliſhed on him that is outraped 


Ok whole woꝛdes fortune agein gan ſmile, 
that pouert pzoffered ſo pꝛoadl to aſſazle, 
And vpon this ſhe ſtint a little while, 

and to pouerte ſhe put this oppoſayle. 

w ho (hal/quod ſhe)be tudge ofthis battail⸗ 
02 peue dome tuſtly atwene vs twepne. 

ok this quarel which we (al dare pue⸗ 


Jaſtze alſo another queſtion, 

Touching thy pꝛoket of furious outrage, 
where as thou putteft a condicion 

Anda lawe with ful pꝛoude language. 
Where ſhalt thou finde pledges oz Hoſtage, 
to kepe the pꝛomiſe which thou doeſt ozdepyn 
thcrofto abide the guerdon oz the peyne, 


I mene as thus tt there be ſet a lawe 

atwene vs two. oꝛ A condicion, 

By ſuretie which may not be withdzawe, 

as vnder bond oꝛ obligacion, 

But there is nother lawe noz reafon, 
apbynd a beggar it it be wel ſought, 


it is pzieued p he hath right nought. 


The ſect ofpouerthath apzotcecion, 
From alſtatutes to goe at libertie, 
And from all lawe a playne cxcepcton. 
Chan foloweth it if thou bynd thee 

to any lawe that may contrciued be, 

It wer in vapn pleinly to endite, 


which haſt right nought thy party to acquite 


Thou art ſo keble (if I tame therto) 
that thou wer bzought vn to vttraunee. 
K. i. Fos 


The thyꝛde 


Foꝛ no power whan al that wer doo, 

thou ſhouldeſt fayle to make thy finaunce, 
Both deſtitute of good and of ſubſtaunce. 
And ſith no lawe thyperſone may coarte, 
It wer foly with ſuch one to teoparte. 


Tf J would compulſe thee to wake, 

to aſke of the treaſour of king Dary? 

On that partie thou ſtondeſt farre abake, 
My payment ſo long (hal tary, 
Indigence would make the to vary, 
Ind ik J would thy perſon eke compare, 
To Alilauuder, thp ſides been ful bare, 


Ind finally thou ſtondeſſ in ſuch caas, 

Ok mtſery,vozetchednes.and nede, 

that thou miqhteſt ofreaſon ſing alas, 
Both ſoꝛſake of frendſhip and kinrede? 
and ther is none p dare pledge the to2 dzede 
Pet ide a foole ſuppꝛiſed with vainglozy, 
Hopeſt of me to winne the victoꝛp. 


(hat the victozy ſhal paſſe an my ſioꝛ 
pledge 4 hoſtages let the go late wel, 
IJ alke no moze ot al thy great pꝛyde, 
But to this end that thou wilt abyde, 
Pledge thy ferth(albe that ſome men ſetth) 
to truſt on foʒtune there is full little keith. 


; Q Uodolad pouert, J debt neuer adel 


And koꝛ mp part in this high empꝛiſe. 

ſith J haut pledges nother one noꝛ fweyne, 
More ſute hoſtage tan J not deuiſe: 

But it lo be the victoꝛp thou attepne, 

than yelde Þ mp body bounden in a chepne 
Perpetuallp, {ike tyzecondicion, 

with thee to abide fettred in pꝛie ſon. 


Chan fo:tune lough moze thi (he did afozn 
whan ſhe ſawe pouerte ſo pꝛeſumpteous, 

In het array all to ragged and to tone, 
And had nother rent, land noz houſe, 

Tt ig(ꝙ ſhe)a thyng contrariouſe 

Unto nature, who that can aduert, 

To a begget to haue a ſtur dy herte. 


Indif Þ thee vanquiſhed in Battaxle, 

It wer to me nother woꝛſhip no2 auantage: 
What ſhould thy body vnto me auaple, 
Chee to enpꝛueſon ſuxeuly in a cage: 


It ſhould be a tharge and a coſtage, 
thyne empty wombe eche dap to fulfill, 
It thou mighteſt haue vittaple at thy will, 


Andif J would my ſelke tomagnifye, 
token ot ttyumph atoꝛne my chapꝛe the lede 
Men would deme it a maner mockery, 
and ſay in ſtoꝛne:take of þ foole good heyy, 
How he a beggar hath overcome in dede: 
Faught with him foz to encreaſc his name, 
which conquelt turneth to his diſlaunder ; 


(chame. 
et whan J haue the bꝛought vnto vttrice 
ꝓ power ſhewed . my great might, 

and thiue outrage — — by vengeance; 
After al this(as it is\kil and right.) 
It ſhalbe couth in cuery mannes ſight, 
Out declared the great difference, 
betwene thy keblenes Imp great excellkte, 


Than to repꝛeſſe thyſarque?dy at ones. 
Cruel Ozchus the tye dogge inkernal, 
ſhal rend thy ſkin aſunder fromthe bones, 
to ſhew mypower which ts tmpertal, 

And to declare in eſpectal, 

Poucrt ceclapmed vnto Pꝛides lure, 
with me toplete mayno while endure, 


And fodeynly oz glad pouert toke hede, 
Foztune pꝛoudlpkpꝛſt began tafſaple, 
And vatrarely hent her by the hed, 
Deming of pꝛyde that ſhe map not fayle, 
thꝛough her power to vanquiſh this batalle, 
But it may fall a Dꝛe op in his right, 

to outrap a Gyant fo al his great might. 


Sod taketh no hede to power no: to (tregtd 
To high eſtate, noꝛ to high nobleſſe, 

to ſquate limmes fozgedon bꝛede 02 legth, 
But to quarels grounded on riqhteouſnes, 
Fo: out of wong may growe no pꝛo welt: 
Foꝛ where that trouth hol deth champartt, 
God wil his cauſe of grace ap magnifie, 


Cherfozepourrt ſtrong in her entent, 
Light and deliuer, voyde of al fat neſſe. 
Right wel bꝛethed and nothing coꝛwulent: 
Small of dietes ſurketes to repꝛeſſe, 
Agayn Foꝛtunc ful pꝛoudly gan her dꝛeſſt 
And with an ougle lerne c:ucl face, 4 
a 


e. 


Bodke. 


an in armes her pꝛoudl y to env2ace, 


douctt was ſlẽ der and might wel endure, 
— was roũd, both (hozt of wind x bꝛeth 
Ind woundes great opp2eſſed with armure 
fo: lacke of wind the great ſtuf her ſlethe, 
31d many a man bztngeth to his death: 
fo: due rmuch ot any maner thing, 
Hath many one bꝛought to his vndoyng. 


meane is beſt with good gouernaunce, 

to metzel is nought, noꝛ ouer greate plentte 
Greater ticheſſe is found in ſuffiſaunce 
than in the folte klode s of ſuperkluitie: 


And who is content in his pouertte, 


and grutcheth not fo2 ditter ne foꝛ ſote, 
what euet he be hath koꝛtune vnder fote, 


Couetiſe put hym in no diſpapꝛe, 

whet loꝛe pouert in heart glad and light, 
Lift foꝛtune ful hygh vp in the ayze. 

and her conſtreyned ot very foꝛte # might: 
#0: glad pouett of cuſtome and ok rygyt, 
whan any trouble age yne her doth beginne 
Jyec of foztune the laurer the doth wynne. 


Mauger fo:tune in the atre alofte, 
Conſtrained ſhe was by wilful poucrte, 
that to the earth her fall was full vnlokte, 
Fo: of douert the bony ſharpe kne, 
Slender. and long, and leane vpon toſe, 
hit koꝛtune with ſo great a might 

Igtine p hert. he might not ſtand vpught. 


To ſignikye that pouert with gladneſſe, 
which is content with ſmall poſſeſſion, 

and geueth no koꝛce of treaſoure ne richeſſe 
Path ouer foztune the dommacton, 

and kepcth her euer vnder ſubieccion: 
where woꝛldip folke w their rich apparaile, 
Liue euer in dꝛede leſt foztunc would fayle 


Che poꝛe man afoꝛe the thief doth ſing 
Under the wodes with freſhe notes ſhzull, 
the rych man fu!fereful of robbing, 
Quaking foz dzeade.rrdeth foꝛth ful ſtil: 

the poze at large goth there hym liſt at wyl, 
Stroalyfraunchiſedfr6 al debate © ſtrife, 
the tich afeard alway to lele hys lite, 


Tol. It xi. 


Thus glad pouert hath the palme ywonne 
fortune outraied foꝛ al her doublene ſle, 
Upon whom pouert in haſt is ronne, 

and ſtrayned her with ſo areat dureſſe, 
Tyl (he confeſſed, and plainly did erpreſſe, 
with feith and hande in al her great papne, 
To abide what lawe poucrt liſt Her ozdaine 


And in haſt after this diſconfiture, 

foztune began to completne ſoze: 

but glad pouert which al thing might ẽ dure 
Charged foꝛtune to ſcoꝛnen her nomoze. 
Foꝛ it was ſaide ſithen goe ful poꝛe, 

he that reioyſed to ſcoꝛme folke in baime, 
Mya he were lotheſt hal ſcoꝛned be again 


pet (quod pouert) though þ were deſpitous 
wozdes reherſing which were not facre, 
Straunge retukes ful contrarious, 

and repꝛeues many a thouſand patre, 
Thou (halt me find ageine debonatte: 

fo2 though a tong be ſlaũdꝛous àbẽgeable. 
Toſlauder agein is nothing commedable 


Thou muſt conſider touching our bat alle, 
the oꝛdenaunce and impoſicion, 

That which of vs in conqueſt do pꝛeuaile, 
to bztng his felowe to ſubieccion: 

Ye ſhal obey the ſtatute by reaſon, 

and accompliſhe of very due det, 

What lawe the victour liſt vpon him ſet. 


Fo: which thou ſhalt the ſame lawe obepe. 
with cirtumſtaunces of the condicton, 

By me oꝛdamed, and nothing agein leye, 
Make no grutching no: teplicacion; 
Conſired fiſt the kalſe opinton, 

ok them that ſeine al woꝛldly auentiire, 
Both good and bad abide vnder thy cure, 


Some Poctes and Philoſophers alſo, 
would in this caſe make the a goddeſle, 
Which be deceiued (J dare ſay) both two, 
and their errour and foly to redzeſſe, 

IJ ſhall withdzawe in very ſikernes, 

euill auenture away fro thy power, 

That ſhe nomoꝛe ſhal ſtand in thy daunges 


This lawe of newe vpon the J make, 


that firſt thou (halt al open in ſome playne, 
N.tt. 
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The thyꝛde 


Euil auenture bynden to a ſtake, 

02 to ſome piller where ſhe map be ſein, 
To ſhewe exaumple to folkes tn certerne, 
that no man (hall loſe her noꝛ diſcharge. 
But ſuch as liſt with her to gone at large. 


Hereok to make a declaracion, 

touching thy might of eupl auenture, 
Thou (halt fozgo t hy dominacion, 

to hinder 02 harme any creature, 

But only fooles which in thy might aſſure, 
they of their foly may fele great damage, 
Not of thy power, but of their owne outrage 


Foz thilke fooles which that liſt vnbinde, 
This wꝛetch called vnhappp aucnture, 
ok wyt and reaſon they make the ſelf bund 
L ike as the woꝛld ſtode in koꝛtunes cure, 
As though ſhe might aſſure them a vnſure 
and them diſpoſe to welth oz wietchedneſſe 
In their errour her calling a goddeſſe, 


Such wilful wꝛetches ß them lelke betake 
to put their fredome in her ſubieccion, 

Ok god aboue the power they koꝛſabe. 

and them labmit agein al reaſon, 

Under koztunes tranſmutaction, 

their livertie ful kal ſel p koꝛ to thꝛal, 
Namely whan they a goddeſſe liſt her tall. 


With a darke myſt of bartacion, 

fortune hath clouded their clere natural li 
And cucrſhaduwed their dilereacton (ght 
That they ve blent in their inward ſight, 
Foz to conſider and to behold aright, 

Howe god aboue put vnder mannes cure, 
fre choiſe of good his reaſon to allure, 


The loꝛd enſum ined of bounteous largeſſe 
with mind and wit his memozial, 

Toward al vertue hys ſteppes foz to dzeſſe, 
endued hys reaſon fo2 to be natural, 

Of krowardneſſe til he ware beſteal, 

to bind Him ſelf contrartouſlyin dede. 
To letue foztune atwene hope and dꝛede. 


Thus be{tial folke made het a goddeſſe, 
fa\ſely wening ſhe might them moſt auatle 
Vith het plente of haboundaunt richeſſes 
And ſome de me in their ſuppoſaile, 


with vnware chatige ſhe dare p great a4 
yohoſe truſt alway medied is with trous!; 
x her pleaſaũce (ncludeth meaning double, 


And ſome afftrme that ſhe may auaunce, 
Conqueſtes areat and biſconkitures. 
andbowe it lieth alio tn her puttTaunce, 
To foꝛthet and hinder al maner creatureg 
and cal her pzinceſſe of fat all auentures; 
The rich to auaunte by ropal apparatle, 
and by dil daine to hinder the pozaile, 


Wh ſhe maketh moſt fulſomly her pꝛokerg 
ber blandiſhing is farced with falſhede, 
Mhan her richeſle is ſtuffed vp in coffers 
they been ay ſhet bnder a locke of dzeve, 
Uhetrfoꝛe ye rich, of one thing take hede: 
Is your gadztng came in with pleaſaunce, 
right lo your lolle departeth with mil chaũte 


Your gredy thyꝛſt treaſure to multiplpe, x 
auſeth an ctike of none ſuffiſaunce, 
in you engend2ing a falle Hidꝛopſte, 
With a ſharpe hunger of woꝛldly habſidice, 
making of you a maner reſemblaunce, 
With Tantalus whan pe deppeſt ſinke 
than is pour nature moſt 1 fo; - 
- dzynde 
ho cltmeth higheſt on koꝛtunes wele, 
and ſode nly to ticheſſe doth aſcende, 
An vnware turne afozeſene neuer adel, 
whan he leaſt weneth.,maketh him deſcend, 
Fro ſuch chaũges who may him ſelf dekẽd 
but they that be with pouert not diſmayde, 
And can with litell hold them (clf appayde, 


CDowe king Doſtiltus worſhipping falls 
goddes was conlumpt with fiery leuen. 


¶ The. u. Chapter. 


nd while Bochas gau 

# Conſ'derept:lt al yozliythin 
A Conlidered firſt al wo: n 

| Smut faile, 18 
with weping yen to hym there dyd apyere, 
Pꝛinces 8 whilom were famous in Tape 
which gan thetr kal ful piteouſty bewaile, 

Foz moze couttat pe was their falling - — 
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Booke. 


That they fofoze had ok no miſchtek knowe. wpon the Iſbanes reigning in his glozy, 


Fo: moze bncouth ts thilke aduerſitte, 
mely to pꝛinces whan it is ſodeyn, 
which euer haue liued in p2oſperitte, 
Hautng on foꝛtune no matter to comple yn, 
of a wꝛetch that ltueth ay in peyne, 
of cuſome cauſeth ( concemed the ſentence) 
Of top andſoz0w a ful great difference, 


Of toy paſſedthe new remembraunce, 
when folke been fal from their felicitie, 
Jn treble wile it doth them great greuauce 
The vnware turne from their tranquillitie 
the vnſute fruit and mutabilitte 

Jn wozldly power, which ß they haue found 
Unto t heit hertes peueth a greuous wound 


But a wꝛetch which is in wꝛetchednes. 
path euer liued, and neuer was partable 
Ok uo welfare noꝛ of wealthfulnes, 


Noz neuer found foztune fauourable. 


Bis ſoꝛow, his miſchict, been ſo cuſtomable 
that of his papnes long continuaunce, 
Doth to his aricues à maner allegeaunce. 


But to pꝛintes which ſate ſo high aloft, 

I ſode yn kal is moſt contrarious, 

Ind theyꝛ diſcending wel the moze bnſoff, 
In the yꝛ trtumphes that they wer glozious 
Becoꝛd J take of King Yoltſtus, 

which in Rome from his ropal (tall, 

whan he late crcouned moſt ſode ynly is fall, 


It is remembꝛed ok olde and not of newe, 
Ok au Rome that he was loꝛd and ſpꝛe, 

the kyꝛſt of kinges that weared purple hewe, 
And ok tt at citie gouerned the empire; 

Had of foꝛtune all that him liſt deſyze, 

Til that he kel, in al his regaly, 

Into a froward deadly malady. 


Ind ok his paynes to find allegeaunce, 
To the temples he went on piigrimage: 


His off ring made with deuout obe plaͤunce, 


vherby ſome deale his panes gan aſſwage 
And he was reſiozedof courage, 

Felt himſelk tgat be did amend, 

To common pꝛotit agayn he gan entend. 


To qreat auayle of Ko ne the Citte, 
th:o:1gh his knighthod hehad a gret vietozy 
Jfter the which'by ful great crueltie.) 

Ye beratt them kraunchiſe and libertte, 
made the after, thꝛouah his high reuoun, 
To be to Rome vnde r ſubieccion. 


After his conqueſt the ſtoꝛp doth deuyſe, 
In his noble ſle full ately and ropal, 

he gan make a riche ſac: ifice, 

to queme and pleaſe fo: a memortal, 
after the rites Ceremontal, 

to Jupiter by ful great reuerence, 

Afoze his aultets with kyzes and inſente. 


But koꝛ that he in his inward intent, 

By cirtumſtances of his oblac on. 

was rechles found and alſ9 negligent, 
By ſome fro ward falſe aff :ccion, 

The goddes caught an indignacion. 
and ſodeinly dilcending froin the heauen. 
he was conlumpt with a fyeryleuen, 


His falſe Soddes might Him not auayle, 
Jupiter Satut nus, noꝛ Uenus: 

Let al chziſten defye ſuch raſcatle, 

Foꝛ to our feyth they be contrarious, 

And among gods a thing moſt outragious, 
ig whan that pzinces blent in their kolp. 
Liſt earthlythinges falſely decfie, 


Foꝛ vnto God is hateful and odible, 

A withdꝛaweng ok his reuerence, 

To magnifte thinges corruptible, 

with vndue honour. with falſe concupifcece 
wherfoze pe pzinces,beware of high pꝛudẽ ce 
Leſt God vnwarelp puniſh your nobleſTe, 
make you in erty no falſe god noꝛ godde ſle 


¶ How Inchus Martius king of 
Nome was murd2ed by Lucinto, 
by thaſſent of his wyke . 


The. iu. Chapter. 


Hine on Inchus king ol Rome toun 
Tüuncde was ſo noble ſhinyng in hys 
glow, . 
weareda crown ful famous of renoun, 


N. in. Next 


Fol. Ixxii. 
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The thyꝛde 


Next Hoftfiius(as put is in memoꝛp.) 
wanne the palme of many great victo2ye 
But foz al that with a ful (Harpe knyfe, 
he mucd2ed was by alſenting of his wife, 


He loued her beſt aboue eche creature, 
Couſidered not her flattery noꝛ falſcnes, 
Her double meaning under couerture, 
Falſſyblent this punces woꝛthines. 

To tobbe and reue him of his great riches, 
was her labour with countecket pleaſaunce 
In her intent to bꝛing hym to milchaunce, 


his Anthus had a great affccrion, 

Unto his Goddes to make ſacrtfices, 

and to augment the religion 

of Paganilme made in [undzy wyſes. 
thꝛouqh his manhode,# circumſpect diuiſes 
Upon Latines, rebel to hys Citte, 

o common pꝛokit he made a great army. 


One of their Cities, called Polotoꝛte, 

he kmiohtip wan mauare al they2 myght: 

I id u hau he had of them tul victozy, 

He abode tio leuge t. but anon foꝛth right, 
Made al the people in euety mannes [yght 
As puloners thys Romapn Champton, 
Be bzought afoze hun bound into the town 


Eke as I fynd,this Fnchue nold ccaſe, 
Fo2 common pꝛoftt iu his affeccion, 

their tertitoues to augment and increaſe 
In all the countreyes about enucron, 
toward the riuer where Tibze rTneth doun: 
At which place he lcte cdifpe, 


aful ſtrong citte which called is Oftte, 


But notwtthtandyna al hys wozthines, 
He was dep211-d.the Nozy telleth ſo, 

Ot hys ky 1gdome and hys great riches, 
By a koꝛeyn called Lucinto. 

Lys wyfe Tanaquil aſſented was therto, 
By whoſe outrage and aredy couetiſe, 
Auchus was murt ;edin:cul cruel wyſe. 


C Dow Lucinto that murdzed An. 
chus was after murdzed, 


C.The fourth Chapter. 


Hus fto the whele of fortune he is fa 
Lucinio in Rome ts crouned king, 
And the Romaynes after did him call, 
Tarquin the old by recoꝛd of w2yting, 
which hath atteyned byfraudolce werking 
And by his ſubtill foꝛged eloquence, 
Unto theſtate ofropal crcelience, 


He kyꝛſt oꝛdeyned in hys eſtate royal, 
Turnepes, Juſtes. in Caſtles and cities, 
and other playes called marciall, 

with many famous great folemnitics, 
Seſſions fo: (tates and degrees. 

This Tarquin cke was k yꝛſt þ did his peyn 
In open itretes tauerns to oꝛocyn. 


Eke to pꝛeſerue his Citie out of doubte, 

Ik thepꝛ enemtes liſt them to aſſaple, 

De was the kyꝛſt that wailed Rome about 
with myghty towꝛes, vVnlykely foz to faple, 
And had alſo many ſtrong batayle, 

with the Sabpncs in they2 rebellpon, 
and made them lubtect vnto Rome town. 


But koꝛ he was aſſented to depꝛyue, 
woꝛthy Inchus from hys eſtate ropal, 
Ind after that toke Tanaquilto wine, 
which ſlough her lodby treaſon ful moꝛtal 
God would of . he ſhould haue a fall, 
The loꝛd wil not, which euerp thing mayſe, 
Suffer murder long to be lectee. 


Fo: Lucinto fo2 his qreat offence, 
Touchiag the murther of king Anchus. 
Vlayne was by ſodepn violence, 

of two ſhepeheardes the ſtoꝛp telleth thus, 
which of entent wer contrattous. 
atwene themſelf by a fayned ſtryke, 

to fynd a wap to rege him ok his like. 


Fo: while the kyng late in tudgement,. 
Upon their quarel fo to do tuſtice: 
Full ſodenlpthey being of Aſſent, 
Fyll vpon him in fult cruel wyſe. 

And with an Axe, the ſtozy doth deuyſe, 
One of themloꝛ any man toke hede,) 
On two parties roke the kinges hed. 


This thing was done by the pzocuring, 
Ok two childzen ſonnes to Jnchus: 1 
Wh 


ith 


Wooke. 


which wer erfed by falfe compaſſing 

Of Lucinto agayn them moſt pꝛous, 

To him they2 pzeſence was ſo odious. 

But they thẽ chope tho thet wet out of ſight 
they2 fathers death to auenge if they might 


Fo2 of nature blud wil auenged be, 

To tecompente the wꝛong ot his kinrede, 
In this Chapter like as ye may ſee: 

Blud ſhed foz blud,thus both did blede. 

By which exaumple let punces take hede, 
Pow murder done fo:ſupplantacion, 
Requiteth vengeace foz his final guerdon, 


C Lennoy, 


bs tragedy by cleare tnſpeccton, 
Openly declareth in ſubſtaunce, 

how laughter of pztnecs cauſeth ſubuertiõ 

Of realmes , Cities put out of oꝛdinaunce, 

Of moꝛtall werre long continuaunce. 

Blud by ſupplantinq ſhed ol kinges tween 

bexaple here ſhewed . talle murder to teil reim 


Che fine declaring or murder a falſe creaſd5 
the dede hoꝛrible cryeth ape vengeaunte. 
to God aboue, to caſt his eyen downe, 

to punich this fin thꝛow his mightt putſſice 
Foꝛ it is mother of miſchief and mil chance 
Wherkoze pe pzinces doe ſome lawe oꝛdein,. 
within your boũdes, thꝛee vices to reſtrein, 


The byce ok ſlaunder, murder and poyſon, 
where euer thele thꝛee haue acquayntaunce 
They bung in ſoꝛowe and deſolacion, 

Put at a pꝛiefe by new remembzaunce, 

Ot f:i(hed ved vnder fayꝛe countenaunte 
Wberkoze ve pꝛinces doe your buſpe pepne, 
within your doũdes theſe vices to reſtrein, 


God defend this noble reaton, 

with theſe thꝛee vyces to haue allyaunte: 

Fo: launder fyʒſt deuoureth high re noun, 

and ſleeth good fame thzough faife daliãte 

Yarme done, to late foloweth repentance. 

Wherfoze yepztnces doe a la we o2depn, 

To puniſh the yꝛ malice falſe * to reſ⸗ 
tet yn. 

God hath of murther abhominacton, 

aud kalle poyſon doth to him diſplcaſaunce 


Fol.Irrilt; 


There is no peyn in compariſon, 
Condigne to murder peyſed in balance. 
Wherſoze pe pꝛinces mae an oꝛdenaunce, 
within your boundes of ſome deadly peyn, 
by due puntſhyng falſe murder to veſtrepn, 


O noble punces pꝛouyde of reaſon, 
Agepne theſe byces to make puruc paunte: 
Ok rtgour ſhew due crecucion, 

with al your labour and heattly inſtaunce. 
Let deach be guerdũ fo2 their final penance 
to warne al other byconſtreint of their pein 
fro theſe thꝛe vices their cozages to teſitein 


Dow for the offence done to Luerece 
by Tarquin,was neuer after trou⸗ 
ned Kyng in Rome, 


¶ Tye. v. Chapter. 


Ouching thys Tarquin ok whome J 
T tow: tolde, 

As mine auctour maketh mencion, 
He called was Tarqutnius the olde, 
which long in Rome had domtnacion, 
Till hys kynrede and generacion, 
Foz the offence done vnto Lucrece, 
Cauſed ot kynges the names to ceaſe, 


Fo: his ſonne which after did ſucrede, 
Foꝛ his outrages and his extozctons, 
And fo: manp an other cruel dede: 
And koꝛ hys hateful vſurpacions, 

His froward like and falſe condfefons, 
Among the people both (11 and loude, 
He called was Tat quintus the pꝛoude. 


Ful obſtinate he was in his entent, 
Imbicious taccroche great riche ſſe, 
Til that Foztune we xed impacient. 
Ageyns him in al his great nobleſſe: 
Gan her ſnares and her crokes dꝛeſſe. 
thought ſhe would(but he kept him wels) 
All ſedeyniy caſt him from her whele, 


A ſonne he had.ful vicious as J fynd, 

to all vertue moſt contrarfous: | 

To be froward.it came to him by bynd. 

And of nature pzoude and * X = 
gept, 


The thyꝛde 


Ide yn the people felle and malicious, 
Not loued, but dꝛed.koꝛ tyꝛann ok right, 
Is thing moſt hated in the peoples light, 


This pꝛoud Tarquin,the ſto2y is wel couth 
age yn Lucrece did a great outrage: 

opt eſſed her beauty in his vnbudled pouth 
Bis trouth aſſapling in a furious rage: 
Fo2 which his father, he and his linage, 
Exiled wer, and foz this hateful thing, 

ther was neuer after iu Rome croune d king 


Het bodi cozrupt ſhe clene of hert à thought 
By foꝛce aſſapled was her ftnnocence, 

Op ppꝛelled her beautte, but her ſpꝛite nought 
Her chaſt will did none offence. 

But eutted ts into her conſcience, 

A great remozſe,fo2 al her wifly truth, 

to (lea het (clf,voh:ch was to great a ruth. 


And koꝛ that Bochas tremembꝛeth piteoullp 
her deadly ſoꝛow aud lamentac. on, 

ꝛyte het coirpleput in oꝛder ceriouſlp. 
Wh ch that the made toz her oppꝛe ion. 

I tolowe mult and make mencton, 

Ifter mine auctour percel cehearſing, 
touchyng her woꝛdes ſapd in her dying. 


Albeit fo by bidding of my lozd, 
Achea. ſed haue in my tranſlacton, 
after Pietius, here and there a wood, 
Ok a ful doleful declamacton, 

By him temembzed of tritencton, 

Fo: her ſake men might ſee and rede, 
what will y trouth was in hex womanhede, 


And John Bochas liff not ſet aſyde, 

But that he would rehearſe in ſentence, 
her woeful complepnt.and therupon abyde, 
of wꝛonges done to her innocence. 

And though J cannot folow his eloquence 
I (hal ſue the trouth of rehearſyng, 

as in fubaunce theffect of his wꝛpting. 


He mozownert after this foule dede, 
Lucrece vpzoſe with a full deadly chere, 
Out ok her face gone was al the red, 
And derked wer her heauenly eyen clere, 
all clad in blacke after the manere 
Ok thilke koltze, which in eſpeciall, 


Be wont to goe to keaſtes funerall. 


All her krendes being in preſence, 
Duſbond,father,with other eke alſo, 

By andbyrehearſing in ſentence, 

The circumftaunces of her heartly wo, 
Ind o2 that J any further go, 

(Under hope my Lozd wil me ſuppoꝛt 
What that ſhe ſayd,J wil to you report, . 


C The grieuous completnt of Ly: 
crece vpon her oppꝛeſlion. 
= D:aſmuch(q che) as 7 Lucrece, 
am bythe law toned in martage, 
To thee my l0zd, whoſe loue ſhall 
229 aye increce, 
Towardes thee with al the ſurpluſage, 
Ok will y trouth to endure al mine age, 
as humble ſubtect.with feithful obepſaunce 
Under thy lozdiHfp and toy gouernaunce, 


O Collatin,mylowdand true huſbond, 
Beſtbeloued ok whole aTeccion: 

J wil no moze no quareltake on hond, 
Noz in no wiſe take none accion, 
Without that thou liſt encline downe 
Goodly thine eaces:to peue me audience, 


do that I (hal rehearle in thy pꝛeſence. 


niurp done oꝛ anp maner Wong, 
gayn my wozthip oꝛ mine honeſtie, 


| By the lawe my ſentence is made ſtrong, 


It toucheth you alſo wel as me, 

am ſo wholy polden vnto thee, 
thou art mine hed who clerely can dffcerne 
Loꝛd and huſbond my body togouecne, 


Partial cauſes in ſooth there may none be, 
Atwene vs tweine,no: none diſſeueraunce 
Fo: ſote and bittet, iope and aduerſitie, 

we mult them weye both in one balaunce. 
Counterpeyſe our ſozowes X our pleſaiice, 
Entermeddle all thing that ſtant in doubt, 
KRceemwe our foztune as it cometh about. 


Ther may atwent vs be no mening double 
But one heart one will, and one coꝛage, 
Ind as woman ß ſtondeth now in trouble, 


without puiliſhing of any fapze language, 
J mud 


WBooke: 


I muſt diſcloſe to you the great otitrage, 
done vnto me, and plarnly it diſcure, 
which to redzelle lieth holy in your cure, 


Foz the matter to ſpeake in woꝛdes plaine, 
artght out ſerched,and the trouth out foud 
As a (uſt cauſe indifferent to twetne, 

toward vs beth the quarel-doth rebeund. 


And moze ſtrongly our matter foꝛ to groud 


rcheatte J wil ſo that ye ſaufit vouche, 
3 meztal wzdge which the z me doth touch 


In a caſtel which called is Collace, 
of which my 1ozd here hath the gouernaſice 
Tarquin the pong came into that place, 


I fu! dil ware to make puruetaunce 


ageyne hys coming, 02 any oꝛdenaunce, 
Tofo:e not warned ofhys officers, 
late vnpurucied among my chainderers, 


Okentent to eſchewe JdleneſTe, 

we ſate and ſpan bpon wolles loft, 

Fc; (he of vices is a chief maiſttes, 
there ihe is chetiſhed and J fe! aloft: 
But of cuſtome as J haue dane ful oft, 
Jand my women duly as we ought, 
To auoyde ſlouth ful bulily we wzought 


Drs entring was mee and debonapꝛe, 
benygne of poꝛte, ot᷑ loke, and of viſage, 
With a pꝛetente ot many woꝛdes faire, 

In whole meaning was full great outrage, 
dis chere contratye vnto hys coꝛage, 

In this wife there he was recciued, 
wherby(alas)7 falſely was decepued. 


At pꝛyme face as me thought it due. 

Ihym recemed at his in comming. 

Roſe vp mekely.gan him to lalue, 

as apperte ined in al maner thing, 

Unto the ſonne of a woozthy king. 

And truly Tarquin,fo2 which J ſay(alas,) 
Me to betraiſhe ſtode in the ſame caas, 


I kinges ſonne ſhould of dutie, 

be to women wall and p2oteccion, 
Preſerue and kepe them in al ſuertie 
that no man ſhouldof nopzeſumpcion, 
Doe them no wꝛong noꝛ oppꝛellton, 
Rather dye than ſe them ſuffer vnrtght, 
adnertiſing the office ofa knight, 


by falſe outrage done ageinſt me, (ught 
w2ong wapes, and croked menes ſouaht 
Oflawes tweine to b1eake the libertte. 
and to dekace the auctoꝛ ite, 

Ok lawe Ciuie,and natural alſo, 

in my pcrion offending both two. 


Fyzſt by his ſubtpll compating, 
he gan eſpte theſtres of the place, 
And whan aded alone Jlap ſleptng, 


vec a Lion ful ſtetne of loke and face, 


With his left hand my thꝛote he did fbzacs 
and in hys other held agepn al lawe, 
Me to oppꝛeſſe, a naked werd pdꝛawe, 


Thus at foꝛſing wy wifly caſtitie, 

dgeyn knighthode he dio this great off ẽ ce. 
Myiyfe my woꝛchip put in perplerite, 
having no might to make reliſtenet: 

Me manacing by deadly violence, 

the tone of tweyn to dye in hrs entent. 

Oz to auout ry kalſly to conſent. 


Thus 7 ſtode ſole twene death x dekame, 
Mp body co2rupt,my ſpꝛite abode clene, 
my{pouſatle broke ⁊ my good name (chene 
foʒ tuer diſelatidzed that whilom ſhone full 
Euil fame ok cuſtome wil alway wax grene, 
neuer dye, the people ſo them diſpoꝛte. 

The wozlt of thinges gladly to cepoʒte. 


Alas alas, among my ſoꝛowes all, 

thys one the moſt that doth myheart agreſe 
Jam not woꝛthy that men me ſhould call, 
oꝛ haue the name in no manet wyſe, 

Foꝛ the offence which ye haue heard deuile 
to be called in this wꝛetched like, | 
Ok Collatin from hencefozth the wyke. 


Mine tyen alſo be blinded with derkeneſſe 
only foꝛ ſhame to lyft vp their ſight, 
Other their ttremes 92 bemes vp dzelle, 
ofthe clere heauen to loke bpon the light. 
Noꝛ 7 may neuer be of the noũber of right 
of true matrones among them fer 02 nete 
Foz to be rekened inthetr kalendere. 


Let mine \niury and this moꝛtal cryme; 


be ſo puniſhed of right and equite, 
" b ithouts 


Fol. Icxtui. 
But in cotrary of knighthode he hath vag 
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without delay of any lenger time. 

That euer after it may exaumple be, 
though al the woꝛld, and eke in this citte, 
with ſuch a patne therupon deuiſed, 

p all auouterours may be therby chaſtiſed. 


And ik it ſeme in pour opinion, 

in this caſe Þ (ſhould be bnpure, 

J will reeciue uſt punicion, 

and the paine pacientip endure, 

If it ſo ſtand (that parauenture,) 

re deme of reaſon that be ſo ruſt and ſtable, 
Jn this mater that J be culpable, 


Bcrtale told, whan they long had muſed 
on thys complaint in their in ward ſight, 
Ot trouth echone they held her ful exculed 
made al beheſt with al their full might 

To auẽge her wꝛong a Lucrece anon right 
toke a (harpe brite oz they might aduert, 
And roue her ſelſe euen thꝛough the herte, 


C The complaint of Bocha g vpon the 
Lururie of pꝛinces, as bycraumples 
of many diuers mil chaunces. 


Ochas in heart, bzenning hote 

fl <5 as fire, 

0 -|Of very Fre and indignacion, 
= em tho pzinces which 

in their delire, 

Haue fully ſet their delectacion, 

Their fcltcitie. and their affeccion, 

to folo ve theit luitesof kalſe lecherte, 

Froward ſpouſebꝛech, and ok auoutrye, 


= — — 


He woꝛiteth agein them that ſeketh occaſids 
Places ot luſtes to haue then liberttes, 
Fo; to fulfyll their delectacions, 

# foʒ to accompliſhe their great diſhoneſties 
Deuiſe out tauarnes in bozoughes x cities 
and ſitting there among their companye, 
Itter the dede they boaſt of their kolpe, 


If any man pyntche at their outrage, 

Oz them rebuke foꝛ their tranſgreſſions, 
they wil aun were w froward falſe lagage 
Ind fo2 their pacty alledge great reaſons: 
Firſt howe it longeth to their condicions, 


The thyꝛde 


By right ok nature (as it is wel conth,} 
Frely to vſe lech erp in youth. 


Iff ir me allo howe la we of kind (3 fre, 
and ſo affo:cethem to ſaſtene theit partie, 
byeraplec of Dauid which Þroke Bethlab 
And fo: her ſake howe he ſloughUrye, 
dyd manſlaughter and falſe-auoutrye, 


Fo: them alledging agein right and reaſon 


fo: Dalitah the Lururte of Sampſon, 


The ſtoꝛpe alſo they frowardly applye, 
Nowe foꝛ a woman pꝛudent Salomon 
the loꝛd off ending, dyd Jdolattte: 
And in defence ok their opinion, 
Rehearce theſe ſtoztes fo2 excuſacion 
of.cheir crrour,therby a pʒice to winne, 
As tofoze god lechery were no linne. 


They not conſider in their (ntenc(on, 

of theſe ſtoues euery circumſtaunce, 
Firſtof king Dauid the greate contricion, 
noꝛ vpd Sapſon hawe god toke veacalice, 
Firſt how he loſt his foꝛce + His puiTaunce 
Fo: his ofFence,they haue not this in mind 
noz howe ß both his ipen were made blind, 


Noꝛ their reaſons they liſt not to enciyne, 
foʒ to concepue in their diſcreacion, 

The ſpite of wiſdome.heaufly and deuine, 
was take away fro pzudent Salomon, 
In chaſtiſing fot hys tranſgreſſion, 

And ſome doctours afftrme ouermore, 
Dowe Salomon repented hym ful ſoꝛe. 


The play of youth folke called lecherye, 
Sap that it is a game of nature, 

and to (uſtatne and deare bp their partye, 
How it ſyt wel by recozdof (ſcripture, 
Untoeueryipucly creature 

that ſtant in helth,and is cozagious, 

Of very kind to be lecherous. 


Vicious repo2t they haue in remembꝛaũcc, 
but verteous thing is ferre out of mynd, 
le ſhly luſtes and lecherous pleſaunce, 
In their deſiers be not left behind, 
auaunting lying they can ok ne w out fynd: 
And nowe a dayes they hold it curteſye, 
Othes hozrible, klatte ring and an a 
n 


Boote. 


In their auiſe they take little hede, 
vnto the doctrine ok noble Scipton, 
which commaunded (in ſtoꝛy as J rede.) 
to Maſtiniſſa ful famous of renoun, 
not to touche by no condicion, 
> # Sophonilba,fayzeſt of viſage, 
but il it wer by way of mariage, 


1 # @hough the wer bome of the bludropal, 
Der youth was let to al honeſte, 
Por:ghter and heyze to noble Haſdzuball, 
Duke of Chartage the ſtozy pe map ſce. 
And ko her vertues of feminitee, 
ſhe wedde d was of birth as (he was like 
to king Sypharx. which reigned in Iffrike, 


Ind fo2 to pꝛeue the great libertie 

which is in vettue conue yed by reaſon, 

and the falſe thꝛaldome of diſhoneſtte, 

k both to wake a playn compariſon, 

Alter the doctrine of Cenlozin Caton, 
Sghewed by gym to folkes in commune, 

that vertue neuer is ſubiect to foztunc, 


uertue tonſerueth meaſure and reaſon, 
Cut ſidereth thinges afoze o2they bekall, 
taketh none enpziſes but of diſcreeion, 

and on pꝛudence keundeth her werkes all, 
ay to het counſel attemperance ſhe doth tal. 
dare ſy prowding in her ſelf within, 

the cud of thinges, tokoze oꝛ [he begin. 


Chis was p doctrine taught foꝛth of Caton 
Lecherous [uiftes to put them under fote, 
Gzaunting to vertue the dominacton, 
Plucke vp vices, bꝛaunch crop and roote: 
Fruite of goodness groweth vp ſo ſoote, 
whan it is planted of youth in a cozage, 

It neyer appalleth in he yth of dys tarage. 


Caton ot ver: ue was a chiefe officer, 
Pzeferring euer common commodities 
tokoze Pꝛophetes that wer ſinguler, _ 
foenhatice the comon in kingdoms x cities 
their wittes peyſed and their habilitces, 
perſons pꝛomoting in who it was ſuppoſed 
that they in vertue wer naturally diſpoſed, 


Manly of heart he was aye toſuſtene, 
ludifkerentiy.trouth aud al tuſtice, 


* 


Fleſhly delites of folke that wer vnclene. 
he was aye teady by tigouc to chaſtile, 
and ſet lawes in ful pʒudent wyſe, 

fo: to punt flatterets and lechouts, 
and ſuche as wer open aduoutetouts. 


He had ok weomen none opinton, 

with them to deale fo2 luſt noꝛ foz beante, 
But if it wer fo2 pzocreacton, 

So ſtable he was found in his degree, 

the boke reading of (minoztalitee, 

which Plato made. (p truth wel out ſought) 
thetin concluding how loules dye nought, 


But len tuer, other in tope oꝛ peyne. 
Thus wꝛote Plato in his ozigtnal: 

Men may ß body by death ful wel conſtreim 
But the ſoule aye abydethimmotrtall, 

Foꝛ which this Caton ſte dtaſt as a wall. 

fo common pꝛokite to dye was not aferde, 
whan he hymlelk Netw with a natzed werd. 


But to foztune akoꝛe his death he ſayd: 

O thou punceſſe of wo2!dly goodes vepne, 
to thy klatteters J neuer did abzapde, 

thy fauour ts ſo falſc and vncertepne, 

that neuer J faught no kraũchiſe to attepn 
as fo2 my ſelte no parciallſtngularitte, 
But al (oz pꝛotit touchpng the commontte. 


Iceyn Ceaſar Þ made reſiſtence, 

to conquere ftedom to me and to the toun; 
Freely to eſchew his moꝛtal violence, 

this woꝛld deſpyſing in mine opinton, 

our fraunchile thꝛalled vader lubieccton, 
Juſtly fozſaking the vartaunce of thts lpke. 
My ſoule conuepedto be contemplatife, 


Chys Philoſophet, this pꝛudẽt olde Catori, 
Teudꝛyng in heart common commodities, 
Tokoꝛe hys death wꝛote of compaſſion, 

To them that ſate in ropal diqnities,. 
which had of vertue loſt the liberttes: 
Pꝛyntes beſechyng that wer lururious, 
to take example and folowkyng Dꝛuſus. 


The which Dꝛuſus by ſucceſſion, 

heyꝛe to Auguſtus, was next him Emperour 

Set al in vertue his affeccion, 

And it to cheriſhe did wholy his 3 
0 


Fol.irry, 
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Toluf vnle kul he neuer gaue fauour. 
And touching loue during al his life, 
He neuet had luſt but onely to hys wike. 


Ind in his palace. mid of his royal ſee, 

Ok noble pꝛinces dwelling in Rome town, 
He ax: d was toꝛ all his dtgnitee, 

what maner courage of temptacion, 

Oz what fernence 02 delectacion 

within hunſelk he had of loucs play, 

ſole by his wike whan he abedde lap. 


Ind likt a pꝛince fulfilledok high nobleſſe, 
aunſwered again with ſobze countenaunce 
touching ſuch luſt as foloweth fteſhlineſſe, 
Litze as nature me put in gouernaunce, 
In one alone ts ſet al my pleaſaunte. 

Foz with none other foz no concuptſcence, 
Saue with mp wife, J ncuer did ockence. 


Pꝛintes echeone folow not the traas 
of noble Dꝛulus, as pe ſhall bnderſtond, 
Fo: ſome haue ſtond al in another caas, 
Such as can hold two oz thzee in hond, 
now here. now there, as botes come to lond 
not conſidering their crees noꝛ dilauaple, 
whan new fanglenes bloweth in their ſaile 
(bound 
Eke Bochas wziteth ſome princes haue be 
v hich victouſty haue done theyꝛ buſy payn, 
Ucrtecus weomen by fl attery to contound 
And tender maydens to bung in a tray ne. 
ſuch manaces and toꝛzmentes to ozdepne, 
themtotranſrourme fro thetr perſeuerance 
And interrupt cher birginall conſtance. 


But ok ſuch folke ß yeue no koꝛce of ſhame, 
No2 dzede God ſuch tre pnes to deuiſe, 
Vuſbondmen fozſoth are moſt to blame, 
with fozeyn womẽ to treſpace in ſuch wie. 
I trowe theer wives the may inough luffile 
Foꝛ many be keble their dettes fo to quite, 
though they in change theſelf kalll p delyte. 


Some affirme.fo: themſelfalledging, 

to ſuch outrage that they haue licence, 
Freelyof nature to vſe their own thing, 
andin ſuch caas tono wight do offence, 
But froward is their et tour in ſentence, 
tre bõd ot wedlock whã they be ſo vnſtable, 


and tofoze god molt hateful and damnable, 


Fo: (he that is though her high nobleſſe, 
namedof clerkes which clerelp can cõcerm 
Doughter cf god. lady and pzincellc, 
Kealon called to qyde folke and gouerne, 
Atwene good and euil wſtly to diſcerne, 
She hath de parted plapnly to conclude, 

the lite of man from life of bealtes rude, 


This lady reaſon ſithen go ful poꝛe. 
Gaue vnto man wit and diſcrecion; 
taught him alſo by her ſouerayn loze, 
twene Vice and vertue a great diuiſton. 
and that he ſhould in hts eleccion, 
Unto al vertue naturally obey, 

and tn contrarp all vicious life werrey, 


Ind to enpzint in his memoztal, 

how of luxurte the great diſhoneſtie. 
Diſfourme a man und make him beftial, 
and dilfigure.of what eſtate he be: 

Foꝛ whan that reaſon in hiqhj oꝛ lowe degr; 
is ſted away folae map airme than, 

He is like a be aſt rathec than a man. 


wherfoꝛe let pꝛinces þ haue been defectife 
to folowe theit luſtes of ſenſualttie, 

ſhape them by reaſon fa2 tamend their life, 
And to conſerue and kepe their chaſtitie. 
Both of virgins and will y honeſtie. 

And to puniſh al tho that it laboure, 

the honeſt fame of weomen to deuoure. 


Fo: whan alechour by fozce oz by maiſlery, 
Defoulcd hath of virgins the clennes: 
wie dowes oppꝛeſſed and by auoutrp, 
aTayled wiues that ſtode in ſtablenes: 

t ho may the their ſlaũdꝛotis harme red:eſſs 
wha thctr good name is hurt by ſuch repo:t 
foz fame loſt once,can neuer haue his reſozt 


A theke may robbe a man of his richeſſe, 


and by ſome meane make reſtitucion, 
and ſome man may diſherite and oppꝛeſle 
a pooze man from his poſſeſſion, 
and after make ſatiſfaccion: 
But no man may teſtoꝛe in no degree, 
a mapden robbed of her virginttee. 
J man 


VS 


Booke. 


I man wav alſo beate a caſtell downe, 

and build it after moze fee chip to the light, 
erile a man cut of a tegton. 

And hym reuoke, nere it be wꝛũg oz tight: 
but no man bato the power no2 the might, 
fo: to reſtoze the palace virginall, 

cf chaſtitie,han bzoken is the wall, 


Men may alſo put out ofſerutce, 

and officets remeue from their place, 

and at a day whan foztune leſt deuiſe, 

They may agayne reſtozed be to grace, 

but there is nother time ſet noꝛ ſpace: 

no2 neuet in ſtoꝛp nother read noꝛ ſepne 
that maydenhede loſt recured was age ine. 


fo which men ſhould haue a conſcience, 
tewe in theyz heart and repent ſoze, 

and haue remorſe in they: great offence, 
to rauiſh thing which thei may not reſtoze: 
fo; it is ſapde, and hath been ſayd full yoze, 
the Emeraude arene ok perktt chaſtite, 


| ftolne once avway,may not recured be. 


Ind hard it is to rauiſh a treaſout, 

which ok nature is not recupe cable, 

loꝛdſhip may not of kyng noꝛ Emperour, 
Rekoꝛme a thing which is not refourmable 
Kult ok de fame is inſeperable, 

and maydenhede loſt of new oz yo2e, 

no man altue map it agapn reſtoze. 


Romains ol de thzough they: pactence, 
luffred tirantes in thepꝛ tiranntes, 

and in their citie to do great violence, 

the people to oppꝛeſſe with they: robber tes: 
But to puniſh thei ſet ſtreite eſpics, 

on falſe aduouterers (as it is well ccuth.) 
widowes to rautſh,x maidẽs in their youth 


Upon this matter the ſtoꝛy beareth witnes 
touchyng thexyle of king Tarquintus, 
afoze rehearſed by waiting full expzeſſe, 
The hatefull death of Appius Claudius, 
fo; his treſpaſſe done to Uirgtneus, 

the udgementes rehearſed andthe payne, 
and fro the office depztuedbothe twayne. 


Was not the citte whilom deſolate, 
of Sichemites oz they; ribaudzye, 


Fol.Irrvt. 


of one Sichem which gan a great debate, 
To haue attompuſhed his foule lecher xe, 
whan pong Dina as bokes ſpecific, 

went rechleſ ip walkyng vp and downe, 
to le the maydens of that royall towne, 


But whan Sichem this Dina did cſpye, 
ſole by her ſelf walke in the citre, 

he began anon aſſayle her by maiſtrie, 
And koꝛ to afozce her virginitie, 

becauſe ſhe had no layſer foꝛ to flee, 
whole great offence and tranſgreſſion, 
the titte bzought vnto deſtruccion. 


Her father Jacob and whely her kynred, 
ageine this Sichem gan inwardly dfſdain, 
whan the fury of Mars was moſt to dꝛede, 
To be venged they dyd theyꝛ buſy payne: 
and ſpecially her woꝛthy bzethzen twayne, 
fel on the citte Simeon and Leuy, 

to auenge they: ſuſter,andſlroye it finally, 


So moꝛtally they gan with them ſtriue, 
with their ſweoꝛde grounde ſharpe 2 kene, 
of male chyldꝛen they left none al me. 

thet wer ſo vengeable in they? furious tene 
the Sichemites miaht not luſtene, 

that day agayn them to ſtonde at defence; 
lo tmpoꝛtable was they: violence, 


Foz where that god liſt punt a mã of right 
by moztall ſweoꝛd fare wel all te ſiſtence, 
wha grace faileth.away goeth foꝛce à might 
Febleth of princes the magntikicence. 
chaungeth thepꝛ power into (mpotence, 
reuerſeth the kynges they? ſtately regallp, 
example in Sichem koz his falle ribaudꝛpe. 


It was an harde dꝛede ful punicion, 
that on p2tnces tre ſpaſe in lecherye, 
cauſed afoze God that all a region, 
Deſtroyed was without remedye , 
this ſloꝛy tolde foꝛ toexemplifye, 


whan noble pztnces to wome them ſubmit, 


grace ⁊ al fauour anon doth from them klit 


Ok this ſtoꝛy what ſhould J witte moze, 

in Geneſis the reſidue ye may rede, 

the death of Sichem and of kyng Emoꝛ, 

x how their kingdõ deſtroyed was in de de, 
O A. O F 
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Of Stichemttes, lo here the final mede, 

of lecherp and of falſe pleaſaunce, 

whiche many a realme hath bzought bnto 
milchaunce 

What ſhould Jeft rchearſe agein oꝛ waite, 

the falſe aduoutric ot Paris and Heleyne, 

They: woful fall Suido did endite: 

Poctes echeone t ke dyd they? buſy payne, 

To declare howonely by theſe twayne, 

the wozibp bleud fo: thozt concluſion, 

Ok Troy and Gzece came to deſtruccion. 


But okt it falleth that much habundance., 

Ok wo:ldlp good, with great eaſe and riches 
in folke that ſet all wholy they: pleaſance, 
To kolow thetriuſtes of froward wilfulnes 
hath cauſed in lõdes gret milchief2 diſtres, 
wha vicious lyfe theit coꝛages dyd encober 
deſtroyed buigdomes # people out of niiberx 


Foz wha the people though falſe obſtinacie 
Is indutate to amende them and cozrecte, 
and wyl not turne them krom their lecherp 
But ay be ready the yꝛ ſoules to infect. 
And vnto purpoſc my ſiyte Þ wil direct, 
to exemplifie how Gabaa the towne, 

was fo: this ſynne bꝛought to confuſion, 


Whtlom this people called Gabaonttes, 
from Beniamin deſcendedin the yꝛ line, 
wer aye diſpoſed to folow they? delttes, 


 Andof cuſtome their wittes dyd encline, 


In woꝛldly plentie to fioure and to ſhyne: 
And de mpt alway to them it was molt due, 
Of wilkul nes their ludes koꝛ to ſue. 


In lechery was ſet all their pleaſaunte, 
And in that vice they lad moſt the yz lyfe, 
wherby — — b:ought vnto miſchance, 
And manyllapn by full moztall tryfe, 
whan the Leutte came fo2by with his wife, 
full excellent of fetures and beautte, 

And toke his lodgyng within þ great citie. 


He was full olde and ſhe was inly fayze, 
He impotent, and ſhe but tender ok age, 
Th:ough Gabaa makyng they repayze, 
The Cife3tns of impoztune rage, 

ſhewyng the fury of their great outrage, 
So long that night her beautte dyd allaile, 


The thirde 


tyll lyfe and bꝛeath at once dyd kayle. 


Contagious the ſlaundet and the defame, 
in Judicum the ſtoꝛp ye may rede, 

which to rehearſe is a maner ſhame, 

To here the abuſion oftyat foule dede. 
And how Þþ Leuite a moꝛow gan take hede, 
With piteous chere and ſawe his pong wile 
Totoze the gate depꝛiued ok her lpke. 


He heut her vp and layde her on his aſe, 
Co noyſe this crime vpon cuerp ſyde. 
Though in ſuch caſe he might do no laſſe, 
toke a ſharp ſweoꝛd and liſt no lenger bids 
On twelue parties he gan her to deuyde, 
And to eche tribe of Jacob he hath ſent, 

a certain partie to ſee they; iudgemente. 


Which thing to the was hateful x terrible 
and in their ſight full abhominable, 

And in al haſt likely and poſſible, 

All of one wyll, and one cozage ſtable, 

on Gabaonites foz to be vengeable, 
Theygatheredhaue ſhoꝛtly to conclude, 
taſſaple that towne a full great multitude. 


whe thei fyꝛſt met. atwene the thus it ſlode 
the twelue Tribes wer twiſe put to flyght, 
On other partie greate quantitte of blode, 
Was ſhed among them in þ moztall fyaht, 
foz ſixtte thouſand,(who that count aright) 
wer flaynthere.the ſtoꝛp wyll not lye, 

To avenge the ſlaunder of falſe adugutrte, 


Lo here the guerdon ofthe froward fires, 
Jniechcrous folke p wyll not tanchedbe, 
that bꝛent ſo whote thzough beaſtial deſires 
In Gabaa the mightte ſtrong citte, 

which was deſtrote d fot his tntquities 
And almoſt bought of Beniamen the Lyne, 
though this offence,to eternall rume. 


Che koꝛ his feruent dzunken lerherpe, 
Holokernes by Judith loſi his hede, 

And al his ho? and al his chiualrie, 

left the field and fled a way foꝛ 22ede, 

And he lay bathed in his bloud al rede: 
Thus thꝛouah this vice ik it be well ſouabt, 


ful many apzice hat h be bzought to rough 
hel 


Booke. 


Cheſe ſapd ſtoꝛtes ought ynouah ſuffiſe, 
ff men would conſider and take hede. 

the areat vengauntes in many ſondꝛy wiſe, 
vUbich god hath take foz this ſin in dede, 
as in their bokes they may behold and rede 
mat ninges afoꝛe full oft put at pꝛeke. 

tow they themlelk (hall ſaue fro miſchiefe, 


C Lenuoye, 


This tragedy yeueth vs a great warning 
by clere example of manyfolde reaſon, 

how wany a pzince fo2 his miſleutng, 

many a citte and many Aregion, 

And many riche ropall mighty towne, 

baue bene cucrſedfull notable and famous 

ko; ſiune of pꝛintes which p wern lecherous 


Che choſe of god Dauid the worthy kyng, 
Pꝛophe te ol p2ophetes, moſt ſoucrain of res 
on Bethſabe,foz a ſodain loking, (noune, 
Co ſleen Ury caught occaſion, 

fo; which he luff red great punicion, 
chaſtiſed of god he and all his houſe, 
becanſe onely that he was lec he rous, 


Gjeat repentance he had à great ſozowing, 
and made Plalmes of great contricton, 
with wokull teres and manifold weping, 
Co make a ſeeth foz his tranſgreſſion, 
yeuing to pꝛinces full clere diteccion. 

foz to eſchewe the flattery odious, 

aud the falſe frauve of women lecherous, 


Where was there euer ofſcicnce oꝛ cũning 
ſotenoumed as was kyng Salomon, 

yet womt made hi thꝛough their kals flatte⸗ 
Co fozeyn goddes done oblacion, (ring 
which clipſed his honoꝛ, a bzought his fame 
das in wildõ whilo moſt vertuous (doun 
till he thꝛough women fill to be lecherous, 


Is it not eke remembzedby wiiking, 

of Jſraell,how the chief champion, 

which goddes people had in his ledpng, 
Imtane the famous mighty ſtrong Saͤpſd 
that thzough his foꝛce to rent the Lion, 

but Dallah with teres plentuous, 

his grace bereft and made hym lechetous. 


Sichem was ſlaine eke, foꝛ the rautſhyng 


Fol.irrvii. 


of pzng Dina, as made is mencton, 

his father E me brought to his endyng. 
Loſt his riches in that diſcencion, 

and bis kiugdom bꝛouggt to deſtruccion: 
loc here the fine of pꝛiuces vicious, 

which them diſpole fo: to be lechercus. 


It is in eacth ont the moſt perilous thyng, 
a pꝛince to been of his condicton, 
Etkemtnate his wittes euclining, 

By falſe deſy2es of fli ſhly mocion, 

to put himſclf vnder ſubieccion, 

and thʒall his reaſd, treaſout moſt prectous 
to vnle tul lues, hateful and lecherous. 


Thes is the ſentence ful plainly in mening 
where women haue the dommacton, 

to hold the reine, they hokes out caſtyng, 
that ſenſualitie hath tuciſdiccion, 

to entet on reaſon by falſe intruſion, 
werte again vertne thing moſt contagious 
to be vanquiſhed of luſtes lecherous, 


Jt taketh fro men their clerenes of ſeyng, 
cauſeth great ſickenes and coꝛrupcion, 

and to al dertue it is greateſt hyndzyng, 
Waketh men ſeme olde, as by inſp/ction. 
appalleth their minde and diſpoſicion, 
Moꝛteth their dates.thing dꝛedlul a piteous 
whan they diſpoſe them foz to be lecherous, 


Noble pꝛintes in your ymagenyng, 
conceiue of women the falfe decepcion, 
namely of them that loue but foꝛ winnyng, 
And laboureth ape foz your poſſeſſion, 
whoſe ſugted flattrie is falſe colluſion, 
like to Sirenes with voice mellodious, 
anoint your eares to make you iccherous, 


CHow Cambiſes aſſenting to the mut 


ther of his bꝛother Mergus at the 
laſt ſlcugh himſelf, 


¶ The. v. Chapter. 


Fter the death of mightit 
Ing Cpꝛus. 


DE Next came his ſonne, 
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by ſucceſſton full victoꝛious. 
nor! ©.t, which 


Which tofoze Bochas put Himſelfin pꝛees: 
And gan his compleint this is doubles, 
that they of Egtpt in many vncouth wple, 
Co londz;y goddes did lacrifice, 


Firſt vnto Apts thet did reuerence, 

Called Cerapts their greateſt god ok all, 
reigning in Egipt molt of excellence, 

And god ot goddes foolcs dyd hym call. 
And ok his nobleſſe thus it is befall, 

Naine by his bzother,vohtch is a gret wõder 
Seuctedon peces,x ful farce caſt aſonder. 


Ind thep ok Egipt made their oꝛdinauntes, 
vpon payne of death in their ſtatutes olde, 
A god to cal hym and do their obſeruances 
EUithin his temples luke as thet wer holde, 
wherof Cambiſes tofoze ag J you tolde, 
all the temples of that region, 

Caſt him by fozce foz tothzow them down. 


The temple of Fuptter to robbe it by rautne 
Called Immon without excepcton, 

his kniahtes ſent to bꝛing it to rutne, 

But they echeone foꝛ the pꝛ pxeſumpcion, 
With ſode in leuen wer ſmyt 4 beate down, 
wherot Tambiſes ina ſie tho reigning. 
Had this dzeme as he lape ſleppng. 


He dzempt his bzoder þ called was Mergus 
ſhould in the zingdome after hym ſuccede, 
Uberofin heart he were ſo enuins, 

That he purpoſed of rancour and hatrede. 
by Come meane to make his ſides blede. 
And that his purpoſe ſhouldtake auaple, 
a Magicien he toke to his counſayle. 


And he was hold 8 ful great philoſopher, 
CalledComares ful ſleightte and cunning, 
to whom Cambiſes made a full large p2ofer 
Ok gold and treaſour to make him aſſẽ ting 
to txecute this hozrible thyng. 

Ind that he would in moſt cruell wyſe,. 

the murther of Mergus compalle ⁊ deuiſe 


And while Cambiſes oꝛdeined this treaſon 
to ley Peraus his owne bꝛother dere, 
God from aboue caſt his tren downe, 

hym to puntſh in full cruell manere, 

Fo; he wered wood wholo liſt to lexe, 


The thirde 


caught a ſharpe fw tod #rene his thygh on 
And ſodetnlyhe died foꝛ the payne, (twain 


Foz two cauſes god tote on him vengancy 
as mine autour Bochas doth expꝛeſſe, 
Fo: his pꝛeſumpteous and falſe diſobeiſace 
Spoilpng the goddeſle of her great riches, 
and fo: the froward great vnkindnes, 
To yeue aiTent tothe contagious cale, 
whan p Pergus his bzother murthzed wag 


The death of whom was chief occaſton, 
of full great werre,ſtrrues and debate, 

ET ke final! cauſe why all the region, 

of mightie Perſe ſtode diſconſolate, 

Fo: hepꝛe was none of high noꝛ low eſtate, 
by title ofright thzow this vuhappy chance 
To be their kyng and haue the gouernancs 


Foꝛ the Magicten called Comares, 

which ſlough Mergus as pe haue herd ex. 
Toke his b2other called Dzopaſtes, (pꝛeſſe 
And made hym kyng,Þ ſtoꝛy bereth witnes 
becauſe that he reſembled in likenes. 
Unto Mergus of face and of ature, 

to croune hym king cherfoze he did his cars 


The death of Mergus outwarde was not 
no2 plainly publiſhed in that region (know 
His body buried and caſt in earth lowe. 
Of whom the murther # fraudolent treaſs 
the piteous ſlaughter wought by colluſid, 
And al the maner bypꝛoc:ſſe was eſpyed, 
lo ope nly, it might not be denied. 


And in what wiſe the nopſe gan ont ſpꝛede, 
touching this murther odious foꝛ to here, 
Whan that Ozopaſtes occupped in dede, 
The croune of Perſe the ſtoꝛp doth vs lere 
there was a punce full notable and entete, 
Called Otanes, than gan his wit apple, 
of high pzudence this murther out teſpye, 


while that Oꝛopaſles vnder a falſe pꝛetect 

of Perſiens was recefucd as foꝛ kyng, 

The ſapd pꝛince did his diligence, 

By inqui ſicton to haue knowlagyng, 

by what engine oꝛ by what ſleightie thyng. 

the ſayd Ozopalies caught occaſion, 

In ltede of Pergus to otcupie the 9 
n 


Wooke. 


On this matter he had a contecture. 

that his title was nother whole ne clere, 
The trouth to trye he did his buſy cure, 
Ind to ſearche out wholy the manete. 

he ſought ſo fatre trat he came tight nere, 
And in this caſe letted fo2 no ſlouth, 

tyll that he had found out the trouth. 


The caſe was this plainly to tet mine, 

he had a doughter full fayꝛe of her viſage, 
Which of the kyng was cheefeſt concubine, 
By whom he thought to catche auauntage. 
Ind vnto her he hath ſent his meſſage, 
Secrelpto enquere how it ſtode, 

where that Þ king wer come ol Cirus blode 


Ind bad that ſhe ſhould ſecrelye take hede, 
while that he ſlept to doe her buſp pepne, 
with her handes foꝛ to fele his he de, 

And to grope after both his cares tweine. 
Ind it it kyl (there is no moze to ſeyne,.) 
Upon hes head that ſhe none eares founde 
to tel her father of trouth,as (he was boud 


This mighty pzince Otanes knew well, 
right as it is reco2ded by ſcripture, 
Couching this caſe how it ſtode euery dell 
how king Cambiſes of ſodein auenture, 

by his lyue foz a fozfeture, 

Made of D20paſtes,the ſtozy ſayth not nay 
both his tweine eares to be cut away, 


Indhereupon to be certifyed, 

he was deſirous to haue full knowlagyna, 
Which by his doughter whan it was eſpied 
bpon a nyght lying bythe kyng, 

Gꝛopyng his head as he lay ſleppng, 

full ſubtelly felt and toke good hede, 

Howe he none eares had vpon his hed. 


Ind to her father anon ſhe hath declared, 
theſecretenes ofthis auenture, 

*fo:no feate no2 dꝛede ſhe hath not ſpared, 
Pow that it ſtode playnlyto diſcure, 

And kyzſt of al he did his buſy cure, 

All the pꝛinces of Perſe londe yfere, 


to counſ ale all to entrete ot this mattere. | 


Indwhan they wer aſſembled euerychone 
Ok O20paſtes he told them al the chaunce, 


dl. lr viii. 


d how ß Pergus was murdꝛed yo2e agon, 
As here tokoꝛe is put in teme mbꝛaunce, 
whereupon to [et an ozdinauiice, 

And to redꝛeſſe theſe wꝛonges done tokoꝛn. 
of Perſe lond wer ſeuen punces [wozne, 


Ok one aſſent in thep2 entencion, 

by bond of cthe they made their aTuraunce 
And a full ſecrete commumcacton, 

to put Oꝛopaſtes from his ropall puiſſaũce. 
Mhich had al Peiſe vndet his gouernaũte 
By a ful falſe pꝛetence of heritage, 

ko2 he was like to Mergus of vilage. 


Theſe ſcuen pznces of which tofozn told, 
al of one heart, and by their otbe pbounde, 
pꝛudent, and manly.andof peres olde, 

Daue ſought a time Ozopaſtes to confoũd. 
And with their wet des (harp whet + grofiv 
vnder couert in their apparatle, 

Came of entent Ozopaſtes to aſſaple. 


And in the palace whom euer ß thei mette, 
oꝛ agein them made reſiſtence, 

All of accoꝛde they fiercely on hym ſet. 
But the Maagtcien þ was there in pꝛeſence 
Came agein them by ſturdy violence, 

and at thencountrie gan them ſo conſtrein 
That ofthe pzinces thet haue yſlain twem. 


But finally the tother punces fine, 

whan that thet ſaw their tween feeres blede 
In all the palace they left none alyue. 

And king Oꝛopaſtes quakyng in his dꝛede, 
Full vnwarely oꝛ that he toke hede, 

was ſlain, there guerdoned foꝛ all his might 
of pꝛetente kinges 5 reigne a haue no cight 


¶ Yowe Darie obteinyng the kingdom 
of Perle by lleight ended with hame. 


¶ The. bi. Chapter. 


Fter the death 

ofthis Magiciens, 

A Was lett no kyng to hauc 

the gouernaunce, 

No? koꝛ to rule the lond ot Perſtens. 

ſaue fiue pꝛinces ful famous of puiſſaunte 

which made a ſtatute and an o2dtnaunce, 
O. ui. Of 


Ot one accowde by recoꝛd of wzityng. 
theron cocluding who ſhould be cholt king 


Cheir ſozt.they2 hap and all their auenture 
was pcue to foꝛt une of this eleccton, 

Is thus that pꝛince the crowne ſhalrecure 
amond theſe fiue by they? conuencton, 
Foꝛ to gouerne the mighty regions 

and in that lond to retane and contune, 
Like as the fauout liſt oꝛdapne of foztune, 


This was the ſtatute vpon a moznpng, 

all at once early fo: to ryde, 

Atwene Auroꝛa and Phebus vp2yſyng, 

vp to an hyll to houe and to byde, - 

Ali rancour and diſcoꝛde ſet alyde, 

whoſe hoꝛſe amg the was firſt herd neying 
without grutchyng ſhould be crouned king 


Up9 this matter what ſhould J 17ger tarp 
heron was made an othe in ſikernes: 

Among theſe pꝛinces there was one called 
a ꝑʒince ot᷑ Perſe excellig of nobleſſe (Dary 
Which had a leruant, p ſtoꝛy bereth witnes 
that kept his hozle,X thought in very dede, 
His Loꝛd he would pzeferre at ſuch a nede. 


Che ſayd ſeruaunt ful ſleighty in working 
his diligence lyſt nothyng to ſpare, 

The day tofoze let of they metyng. 

at a place.ſmothe,playne and bare, 

Hts loꝛdes hozle he made le ape a mare, 
and on the mozow whan the pzinces mette, 
On hoꝛſe backe there his lozd he ſette. 


Ind whan the hoꝛſe thether came agapn, 
nature anon affoꝛced his cozage, 

To ney loude vpon the ſame playne, 
where as the mare had vſed her paſſage, 
Kpnde in luch caſe had great auauntage, 
by which ſleight platnly to rehearſe, 

the ſatd Darte was crouned king of Perſe, 


The pꝛinces all like their conuencton, 

oꝛ Phebus ſhewed his firybeames bzight, 
Without ſtryfe oꝛ conttadiceton, 

From their hoꝛſe ſodeml y alight, 

and vnto Dary as lowly as they myght, 
Sapd in Gꝛeke oz they vp aroſe, 


Policromitudo Pallileas. 


The thirde 


Which is in Latin to ſpeke in woꝛdes plet⸗ 
and in Enaliſh by expounyng of ſcripture, 
After the Gr ke as much foz to ſeyn. 

As, long time myght the kyng endure, 

and iiue in helth with good auenture, 

by the grace and fauour ok foztune, 

Upon all Perle to reigne and contune. 


who lyſt conſidꝛen eucry cyꝛeumſtaunte, 
nis a merueile not grounded on pꝛudence, 
byſuch aſletaht a kyng to haue gouernance 
Thʒouqh title oꝛ clatine as of tuſt euidence, 
So to be reyſed to kyngly excellence. 
But whan koꝛtune fauoureth ſuch allap, 
tel that ſhe change there can no mi ſap nay 


Thus was king Darp bone of low linage 
Set bp byſlecaht in eſtate hono:able , 

Thought that he would foz his — 
to make his kingdom and bis teigne 

wedde ſuch a wife as to hym was moſt able; 
demyng of trouth his clacme wer wel ame: 
Of Cys lyne pf ſhe wer deſcended, (ded 


To wedde ſuch one was al his conetiſe, 
ſtable foꝛ to rexgne vpon the Perſiens, 
Andas J fpnd in full cruell wyſe, 

by the counſaple of falſe Magiciens. 

A warre he gan vpon the Egipctens, 

eke folily he gan fo to werrey, 

Them of Athens which lt hym not oben. 


And as mine autour maketh rehearſayle, 
he fo2 his pꝛide and kalſe pꝛeſumpcton, 
Mas dilcomfited twyſe in battayle, 

And neuer after as made is mencion, 

He was not had in reputacton. 

Among Perſtens, ſo gan hys honour fate, 
w fleyght he gan, w ſhame an end he made 


¶ Vo we Coꝛtolan by Romains expled gan 
warre agaynſte them and how after 
they ſente gut his mother with o⸗ 
ther foꝛ peace , whiche had they 
ekte hym exyled, and after 
was (layne, 


C The. vu. Chapter. 
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Beoke. 


Aftet this Darye 
(© 1 [as J rehearſe can, 
„and myne autour 


Which gan complayn vpon the tngratitude 
Of the Romains, how they whyloin in dede 
expled his perſon of rancour and hatrede, 


Which tn his time would neuer ceaſe, 
thzough his nobleſſe and his hygh re noun, 
theyꝛ common pꝛolit to augment x encteaſe 
Ind foz to bꝛyng to the yꝛ ſubreccion, 

Many a citie, and many a noble towne, 

yet thet agetnward foz all his chtualrie, 
Haue hym exyled of malice and enupe. 


But than this Marcius,called Coztolan, 
Sawe of Romains the great vnkindneſſe 
toward a count rey that called was Tuſkã, 
Of high dildapne anon he gan hym delle, 
and them entreated ok manlp fell pꝛowelle, 
Co ain a warre ſith they ſo manly be, 

thꝛough his conue ping gein Nome the citte 


And foz to put them moꝛe in aſſuraunce, 
to haue victozye thzough theyꝛ hygh renoũ 
he told them plainly of a great diſtaunce, 
of a falſe rife and a diſcencion, 

Chat was of new fall in Rome townes 
wherfoze they ſhould it it be pꝛouided, 
tiquexe thẽ light ly becauſe thei wer deuided 


By theyz aſſent he made a great armye, 
withſtuffe foꝛ warte cichly apparedled, 
Pight his tentes tofoze that ſtrong titie, 
and in the field ſtoode pꝛoudly battatled, 
But the hertes of Romains haue the failed 
and durſt not paſſe the gates of thetr town, 
There was among them ſo great diuilion, 


They? citie ſtode that time deſtitute, 

with feare ſuppaſed foꝛ lacke of gouernace 
Them to defende they fond no refute, 

ſo ferre enfebliſhed was they: old puiſſante 
Fo; euer gladly where ſtryfe and variaunce 
in any kyngdom haue an intereſſe, 
touchyng defence, adue al hardineſſe. 


Fb!.Irrir. 


Within themfelf they Node at debate, 
afoze they2 enemies teady foꝛ taſſatle, 
comfozt was none in hiah no2 low eſtate. 
Fo where diſtoꝛd is, what coũſel map auaile 
Their fone without, within thẽ ſelt bataile 
bought (n(alas, to their confuſion, 

By the falſe ſerpent of diſcencion, 


But at the laſt affoꝛced and conſtrepned, 
they wer coacte after peace to ſeke, 
The caſe ode ſo,of ne de they wer pepned, 
mauger theit might their hertes foꝛ to meke 
And theyz miſchtef more to encreaſe ⁊ ekt, 
in augmenting of they; cruell fates, 
thetlaw theyꝛ enmyes bꝛight armed at theit 
(gates. 
They ſent out fy2ſt pꝛieſtes of the towne, 
with the ir ene mies foz to entreate of pers, 
With humble pꝛokers and low ſubieccion. 
But Coꝛiolan this is doubtles, 
age yn the Romatns was lo merctles, 
That grace none myaht in his heart myne 
to they: requelt his cares to enclyne. 


Than the Komatns the ſto2y tell can, 

to Ueturta made they2 pꝛaper, 

whiche was the mother of Coꝛiolan, 

And to Uolumnta his feithful wyte entere, 
that they ſhould both go in fere, 

Unto that pztnee.beſechyng at the leſt, 
benignly to heare their requeſt, 


Dis mother fpꝛſt full pxudently abꝛayde, 
vnto her ſonne wakxng this queſſ ton. 
At theyz metyng to hym thus lhe ſuyde. 
Shall T(@ ſh:)foz ſhoꝛt concluſton, 
Of fepthfull heart and true affeccion, 
to thy pꝛeſente declare finally, 

Be now recexued as mother oꝛ enempe: 


Ilter thyne anſwer 7 muſt my ſelk diſpoſe, 
and my wittes ſpe cialip applye, 

Cauſe of my commpng clerely to vncloſe 
and tell the effect of myne ambaſſatrye, 
And my ſpeche ſo gouerne and guye, 

akter J am receiued to thy grace, 

My ſelf declaryng ik J haue tyme à ſpaci. 


Foꝛ lyke thy mother yt thou reterue me, 
and me accept vnto thy pꝛeſence, I 
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The thirde 


J muſt therafter ſo gouerned de, 

To tell my tale plainly in ſentence, 

So that pou peue me frendly audience, 
and if Ihe not receyued in ſuche wile, 
More (traungely my tale J muſt deniſe, 


Thts noble pzince.this Coꝛiolan. 
whan that he herd his mother thus copletn 
full lyke a loꝛde and a knightly man, 


San her enb2ace in his armes tweine, 


In lowly wyſe there is no moꝛe to ſepne, 


Saue lyke a ſonne ot duc and of right, 


{To her he ſaydfull like a gentle knight. 


Madame (quod he) be it to pour pleaſaunce 
to here my conceite as in this mattere, 
With feithful hert and humble attendaüce 
J pou recepue as foꝛ my mother dete. 

But and ye lyke bentgnly to here, 

the ingtatitude done in moſt cruell wyſe, 
To me of Komains,F purpole to chaſtiſe. 


A ſonne (q ſhe) touching they: offence, 

done to thy nobleſſe ⁊ they great —— 
thei hal by meanes their treſpas recopece 
And thinke thou art bozne of they linage, 
Andſufferþ mercy thy rigour may aſſwage 


# thinke ofnature p mapſt not wel withſcy 
thing foz p which thy moder doth now pꝛey. 


Thou ſhalt not cloſe thine entrafles of pite 
To the requeſtes oł me and of thy wyke, 
noꝛ oyn a werte agayn thy countrep. 
To ſtroy thy lyne by new moꝛtal ſtryfe, 

thy chyldꝛen # me to make vs loſe our lyke. 
Wey in balance to Komains thyne hatred 
againſt the loue of me and thy kynred, 


Send home agayn thy ſtrange ſouldiours 
which ben ſo redy p Romain bloud to ſhede 
Let ſtond in peace our walles x out towꝛes, 
Suffer thy grace thy rancour to excede. 

ſo that thy pitie may put away a!l dzede. 
Andcondeſcende to recetue fo: hoſtage, ' 
me to be pledge fo: they: great outrage, 


Behold the wombe in which p p wer boznc 
And ſee alſo my nakedbreſtes tweine, 
by which thou wer foſtred here tofoꝛne, 
It᷑ there wer lacke p wouldeſt crye a plein 


Remember theron and at me not diſdeyn: 
but vn to merty re cee this cette, 
at the requeſt Here of thy wyfe and me. 


Whild my milke thy cheriſhing was a fode 
To ſtint thy crye whan thou didil wepe, 
their ſote dꝛoppes full wholſom wer a good 
Thy tender pouth foꝛ to pꝛeſetue and kepe. 
And lyke a mother to bꝛyng thee allepe. 
J woke ful okt. to thee 7 was ſo kynd, 
Wherekoze dere ſonne on my requeſt haue 
(mynde. 
Tf that thou lyſt this citte now tozment, 
they: demerttes by rigout recompence, 
Puntſh me fo; them,. and J wyll aſſent, 
to bete the gilt of therr great offence, 
But dere ſonne let thymagnikicence, 
ſuffcr of knight hode ß mercy map in dede, 
attemper thy right oz thou to dome pꝛocede. 


Suffer Komains to liue in qutete, 
graunt thẽ peace agein their great ou 
Some dꝛoppe of pitte let in thine hert flete 
and tiynke thou art bone of theyꝛ linage. 
Lobe bpon them with merciful veſage, 
which offer themſelf as they ſhall fulfpll, 
They? lyfe.they2 death.all wholy at thy wil. 


Remember of nature how that the Lion, 
ſet aſyde his rage and his wodenes, 

To them that mekely akoꝛe hym fall doun 
His royall kynd wyl do them no durelle, 
texemply to thy knightly nobleſſe, 

W rigoꝛous ſwerd p (halt no moꝛe manace, 
them that belowly,yeld vnto thy grace. 


And v dan thts pꝛince, this Coziolan, 

had heard al that his mother liſt to ſeine, 
Pe goeth to her in al the haſt he can, 
Beſpꝛent with teares Þ on his chekes reim 
and her enb2aced with his armes tweyne, 
and layd: mother, there may be no letting. 


Me of whole heart to graunt pour axyng. 


The ſiege he made foꝛ to auoſde away, 
and to repay2e hoine to they: countrey, 

X with his mother and wife he was that da⸗ 
with great gladnes and ſolemmtte, 

A non recetued into that cite, 

uke as foztunce hi ncuet would haue 1a 


But 


In: 


7 
. 


But ſhe lone after of new hath him aſſadey 


The gery Romains, ſloꝛmie and vnſtable, 
neuer in one (tyll could abide, 

Agen this pzince molt knightly + notable, 
Fo; to conſpire of new they gan pꝛoutde, 
and baniſhed hym to Tuſkan there beſyde 
where he was Nayne within a litle ſpace, 
fo; he the Romatns toke atoze to grace. 


we Milciades Duke of Athens with 
{mal number vanqutiſhed. vi. C. M. Perſi⸗ 
tus and afcer by his cõmontie þ ap of culs 
tome deſireth a chaunge of pzinces new. he 
was che yned in pꝛilon, and lo dyed, 


C The. viii. Chapter. 


Mong other that put 
chemleit in pꝛees, 

1 to bewaple their 

A gtcuous heauines, 
Came ok Athens duke Milctades, (weſſe 
which thzow his maͤhode + famous high pꝛo⸗ 
«though his kntghtly renoumed nobleſſe , 
Likc as autours his triumphe liſt comend, 
faught many a bataple his citie to defend, 


Ind of his victozies as it is compiled, 
F0:common pꝛoktt of that noble towne, 
faught with a tirant that was tofoze exiled, 
Called Hippias, which by falſe treaſon, 
had to kyng Darye made a ſuggeſtion, 
Upon Athens, in all the haſt he migbt, 


to reiſe all Perſe agaynþ towne to fyght, P 


Sire.C.thouſand accounted was p nuͤber 
of Perſtens armed in plate and mayle, 
Chem ok Athens by koꝛce to encomber. 
eheone aſſembled them pꝛoudly to aſſaile. 
But this Duke foz nothyng would fayle, 
Wilciades but kriahtly toke his place, 
with ten thouſand he met them in the face, 


Foz doth he was right manlp a ryght wyle, 
and ot his handes pꝛoued a good knight: 
Det vpon them with fo pzudent auiſe. 
That thetof Perſe fo2 al their great might 
wer foure times put vnto the flight, 


Booke. 


Fol. lt tt. 


by thilke Duke ſit 7 ſhall not kanne.) 
And by the nobleſſe ot theit knightes twain 


Themtiſtocles ycalled was the tone, 

Which of his hand as autours li{t deſcriue 
was in a field pꝛoued on his fone, 

The manly knight in his tyme altue, 
Mhich thilke day ſo pꝛoudly did triue, 
agt in the of Perſe à ſuch allaughter make 
that finally the field they haue tozſake, 


Cinegtrus a knight eke of that towne, 
the ſame dape though his chmalrpe, 
with bloudy ſweo2d as he went vp X down. 
Without number in his melancolie, 
Slough Perſtens thus bokes ſpectfte, 
that foz the time that they no refute cunne, 
ſaue to their ſhippes fo2 dꝛede of death thee. 
(runne. 
Ind there he wꝛought a ſtraͤge gret meruel 
as witeth Bochas , affit nung in certaine, 
The greateſt (hep that bare largeſt ſayle, 
with his right hand he gan it ſo reflrayne, 
like as it hav be faſtned with a chapne, 
mauger Perliens which did the ſoze greue 
p by no craft thei coulde not make it meue. 


But whan that they none other refute wiſsſ 
freely to eſcape out of his daunger, 

till they his right hand hugh of by ð wilt, 
But with bis left hand he gan ©pp2och nere 
and held i lll, an bncouth thyng to here, 
That he had fo:ce ſo great (hip to let. 

but than (alas) bis left hand ot theplmet. 


et mauger the whan he they: malice ſeeth 
al wer it ſo that he had loſt cche hand, 

The (hip he held ſtyll with his tecth, 

that they ne might depart from the land, 
Like as their veCell had fall vpon ſand, 
caufe that daye mine autour doth reherce, 
two, C.thouſand wer [latin of the of Perſe 


And whan this ſingulet mighty champton. 

Cinegitus moſt vncouth ot cozage, 

had done this met ucile, as made is menciõ. 

Ok very anguiſh he fyil into a tage, 

like a bea(t furious aud ſauage, 

ranne aboutſalas)fo2 lacke cf mpnde, 

Fu Bochas bone no moze of hyin J fynde, 
Buß 


The thirde 


But in this pꝛoteſſe after 7 behelde, 

ay ho w that foꝛtune can her frendes faple, 
foz Milcia des leder of that field, 

And goue rnour of all that great battade, 
cauſing victozie (as made is rehearſapie) 
ret his people ot malice and of pꝛe, 

ageine his nobleſſe falſly gan conſptre. 


Chey of Athens ſet him in pꝛiſon, 
and in cheines miahtel p hin bounde, 
vnkindly they yaue him this gucrdon, 
Fo2 all the knighthode thei in hum kounde: 
yet had he ſuffred many moꝛtal wounde, 
in theyꝛ defence,andfoz their liberties, , 
to ſauc their ltues their toũ + their coltre(s 


This was the ende of Duke Milctades, 
thzough the confiretnt of his ſtrõg bondes, 
cke thei exiled the kntahr Themiſtocles, 
Out of their towne to lite in ſtrange 1ddes, 
that was ſo wozthy pzoued of his hondes, 
to ſhew the chaunge and mutabilitie, 
found in foztune and cuerp comontie, 


¶ Lennoye, 


THe ſtoꝛmy truſt of cuerycommontee, 

their gery coꝛages ⁊ troubled conſtance, 
in this tragedy men may behold and lee, 
now vp, now doun as foꝛtune caſt het chace 
fo; thetof cuſtom haue (oy + moſt pleaſance 
in their deſtres bnſtedfaſt and vntrue, 


to ſee cche dap a chaunge of pʒꝛinces newe. 


Coztolan of Rome a chief citie (iſſance 
was their pꝛotectoꝛ thzough his mighty pur 
vanquiſhed thetr enemies ſet th? in ſuertie 
Bꝛouqht in rebels to their obeyſaunre, 

but thet agetnwardof wilkul variaunce, 
baniſhed him twiſe, and no cauſe knewe, 
ſaue foto ſee a chaunge of pzinces newe. 


The knightly nobleſſe, the magnantmitte, 
the policie, the pꝛudent gouernaunce, 

of Milciades, Duke of the countrey, 

Where þ Athens in chief toun in ſubſtance, 
Mhen he their comon gan moſt to auaũce, 
the moꝛe vnkindly in honoz that thergrew 
Moſt thei wer buly to chãge him foz a new 


Themiſtocies haninn the ſoueratnfee, 

of knightes all th it bare ſpere 02 launce, 
During hes time Þ take no moze on me, 
fo: copariſons do oft time great greuance 
Sire hundzed thouſand he put to vtitrace, 
vnto Athens neuer found vntrue, 

pet thet conlptred his exile fo: a newe, 


What thyng map here floure in felicitie, 
02 ſtond (table by long continuaunte, 

in high eſtates,other in lowe degree, 

now flow. now ebbe,now top. now mclchice 
Aktet foꝛtune holdeth the balaunce, 

and ſpetialiy falſe feinyng and vnttue. 
Comons deſpʒe a chaunge ofpzinces new, 


Nodle pzinces in pour pꝛoſperitte, 

On ſodein changes ſet pour remembance 
kreſhnes of floutes, ot bꝛanches the beautic 
Haue ap on change a trembling attẽ dauct, 
in truſt ot comons is no perſeuerance; 

as witet # Somet ben dwers of their hew 
ſo be thei diuers in change of pztnces new 


C How Xerres king of Perce foz his rauine 
and couctile,was diſmt bꝛed in ſmal petes. 


¶ CThe.ix. Chapter. 


9 ul piteouſſy wepyng, 
oz to declare his 
deadly he aumeg, 

Came Eerxres next, that was of Perce king 
and gan complain his dole and his diſtreſs 
which in thꝛe thiges / p ſtoꝛy dereth witnes) 
Andas the Chzonicle clerely tau vs tell. 
all other pꝛinces on earth he did excell. 


In high eſtate was none ſo great as he, 
Nother tn riCheg noꝛ woꝛldl y habundane> 
no2 none that time ofſogreat dignitie; 
Fo: as it is put in remembzaunce, 

He had al Perſe vnder his obeyſaunce, 
no2 neuer pꝛince as autours do conclude, 
Holte ped at once with ſuch a multitude, 


Space of fiue pere he made his oꝛdmantt⸗ 
ſeuen hundꝛed thouſand people he did reſt 
dempt of fals pꝛide, agein his gret puilſance 
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gone earthly power might counterpeyle, 
hut ſome auctours allow him not noꝛ pꝛʒeiſe 
Becauſe that he peoples to encomber, 

et al his truſt toconquere w gret number 


But manly pꝛinces haue this opinion, 

in multitude ſtondeth not the victo2y, 

foꝛ knightly prowe Te of cuery Champion, 
which manly caſt the in armes to haue glozp 
Enpunted hath fixcn his me moz ye, 
Parciall trumphes god ne doth not (hey 
11 number great no rather than in fewe, 


This ſayd Ferxes by retoꝛde of authours, 
had alſo in Chꝛonicies as | rede, 

Che hundꝛed thouſand ſtrange ſouldters 
rUithout other that wer of Petle + Pede, 
whichgan the earth fozto cure andlipzede, 
dWyedrivers where thet dyd attapne, 

karte doun hylles, and made valleys plane, 


This was chiek conceit of his fantaſics, 

to haue al earth vnder ſubreccion, 

Thought his power tauaht aboue the ſkies 
Of ſurquedp and falſe pꝛeſumpcton. 

; as he dempt in his opinion, 

bow in his power plainly that it lape, 

Fro god aboue the heauen to take away. 


But thulke loꝛd that can the mee enhaunce 
and from the yz ſees the pꝛoude put adown, 
Ind namely them that haue no remfbzalice 
Co aduertiſe of wiſedom and reaſon, 

to know the lozde moſt miohtte of renoun, 
Thelozdof lozdes,which plainly tocompile 
vwyll ſuffer tirantes to reigne but a while. 


Ind one the meruel that euer J did rede, 
Gʒeateſt and vncouth placnly vnto me, 

ts how Xerxes kyng of Perſe and Mede, 
Fo; to ſhew a ſperiall ſingulartee, 

outof Iſie ouet the Sʒecian ſee, 

Js ſayeth mine autour who J dare aledge, 
into Europe made a mightie bꝛidge. 


Some men parauenture wil therat dildein 
andſape it is a meruel not credible, 

yet craft in caſe to ſuch thyng may atteine, 
Which by nature ſemeth an impollible, 


Fol.'rrrt, 


And as to me it is a thyng odible, 
th ynges to in puquc autentike and olde, 
whiche notable clat kes in they: dayes told 


Theſe new men that haue but litle ſcpn, 


Nother expert in ccaft no2 in nature. 


fo: lacke of reaſon hold al! ſuch thyng vein 
Though that it bc remembꝛed in fcripture, 
Foz eucty merueyle,and cuery auenture, 
Is ſtraunge to hym as J rehearſe can, 
that lacketh Þ cauſe wheret þ groud began 


Thtsſayd Eerres had cke yoTeſſion, 

by the eytle of his father Darye, 

Df all Egipt as made is mencion, 

But they ot Gzece wer to hym contrarye, 
wherekoꝛe he caſt no lenger koꝛ to rare, 
This pꝛoud punte. but miahtely werrey, 
Lacedemonots which would hym not obey 


But one that was called Demeratus, 
Which of that countrey had afoꝛe be kyng. 
and was exyled the ſtoꝛp telleth vs, 

tnat time with Lerxes in houſhold abiding, 
Whichloued that lond fo2 al his extlyng: 
gaue the warnig to ſaue thẽ fro miſchatice 
ot FerreSpowrr and al his oꝛdinaunce. 


He wꝛote them letters grauen in a table, 
all thempuſes of Efrrres out of dout, 

Ok all his ſtuffe and people incomperable, 
Ind ok his number and his great route. 
The which table curcd was without, 

Ful ſubtilly with were yplaued pleyne, 
That ok his ſond there was no letter ſeyn. 


Thus was thentent of Terxes firſt diſcured 
vnto the Gꝛekes, and all his fell woꝛkyng. 
But in one thyng they greatly wer aſſured 
Ok trult they had by expert knowlagyng, 
in Leonidas they2 noble famous kyng, 
which among Gzekes ot pꝛowes x fozcſight 
Was in tho dayes hold koz the beſt kuig yt. 


Ok chtualrye called the lode ſterre. 

the ſunne of knighthode þ one lo bꝛight x 
The berer vp both in peace + werte (chene 
and ſtrengel? piller his partic to marntene 
p Sꝛekes right hand their novies to ſuſtens 
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The thirde 


and ſureſt captatne a field to rule and gute. 


I nd as wine autour remfb2eth in his boke 
hoo in this calc he was not recheles. 

but in all haſt foure thouſand men he toke, 
To iet the wayes and commyng ok Eerrets 
and by an hyll called Thermophiles, 

where Perſiens began firſt thetr viage, 

he knightly caſt to iicppe they? paſſage, 


And ſecrelpe eſpyting the comming, 

of king Terxes with ltrong apparayle, 

he like a kncaht made no tarping. 

chaſe out ſire hũdꝛed armed in plate à maile 
which in ſuch caſe might moſt auaple: 

and in defence and helpe of theyꝛ countrep 


would rather dye than from the fie ld to fle. 


Ind touertip they toke they? lodging. 

and kept them cloſe till it dꝛough to nyght, 
and at theyꝛ diner themſelfrefreſhyng, 
So as thei ſat in (ele armed bꝛiqht, 

the kyng abzayde like a manly knight, 

into the field afoꝛe they ſhould gone, 

right thus he ſayd among them ceuerichone 


Sirsſquod he) now dine merely, 

and with good wine afozce your co2age , 
like good knightes in purpoſe finallye, 

Foz life no2 death not turnyng your viſage 
but of aſſent caſt in your paſſage, 

as pe here dine now tn eſpectall, 

to ſuppe at night with goddes infernall, 


This is tomeane;ye (hal your life teoparte, 


as hardy knightes pꝛoudly to pꝛouide, 
within the field aſonder not departe, 
But kepe cloſe and foꝛ no dꝛede deuide, 
deſire of woꝛſhip make to be pour guyde, 
peur expert nobleſſe eternally tauaunce, 
by quicke repozt of new remembꝛaunce. 


And haue this day nothyng in memoꝛpe. 

nother your riches,your bloud, noꝛ kintede 
ſaue onely hope, and good truſt of victozye, 
And hardy pꝛoweſſe pou to conduct a lede, 
x thinke kntghtly what ſhal be pour mede, 
W marcial palmes your renoũ # your name 
in the higheſt place let in the houſe of fame 


Andthough ye be but a kewe in neumber, 
let tn your heartes one thyng be fantaſide. 
while deutſton doth pou not encoder, 
Nuctoꝛte in armes map pou not be denyde:; 
Foꝛ nothing is to conqueſt 1102? app!yed, 
than true acco2de among your ſelk to ſhewe, 
though ye in noumber be found but a fewe, 


By this counſaile ſimanlar!y notable, 
and by this kinges knightly good langage, 
thet recomtoꝛted, he lde themſelk able, 
again their komen to hold theit paſſage. 
And firſt of al ot hertelppꝛoude coꝛage, 
the Perſiens moze mortally to greue, 
within their tentes they kyl on them at eue. 


Thetof Perſe ydꝛomned wer with wine, 
thts to ſape thꝛeugh their great exceſſe, 
they laye and ſlept like as dꝛunken ſwyne, 
Their watche not kept lo how ß dziikenefſe 
cauſcthoft ot very rechleſneſſe, 

full many a man that wyll not take kepe, 
foz to be murthꝛed a nightes wha thet ſlepe. 


And as this kyng did his knightes lede, 
the Perſiens tentes aTayling ſodetnly, 
02 they were ware 02 toke any hede, 

The fo2 taffrey thei made an hidous crit; 
Tockence was none vpon their partie, 

koꝛ men may know by olde experience, 

in folkes d2unke may be no reſiſtence, 


Out ot number the(lloughofthetr fone, 
and ceaſed not ok all the long nyght, 
till on the moꝛow that the lunne ſhone, 
That to beholde it was an ougly ſpght: 
and pꝛoud Xerres put anon to flight, 
euer the lan that would his fone aſſayle, 
and aye the kyʒũ that t led in battayle. 


In his flight fo faſt away he ran, 
koꝛ the rin was wholy all his truſt,) 

and ok great trauaile anon thts Ferres gal 
of cou ard dꝛede to haue ſo great a thurſt, 
ſo dꝛye he was of ſalt ſond and of duſt, 
and by the waye ſearchyng farre and ner, 
he nothcr found wel ne riuere, 


Ok auenture a miry areunde he fonde, 
the water treubled and bloudy ol * 


k. 


, 


Booke. 


Fol. lxxxii. 


Ind rerres there dꝛatze water w his hond, Sith on the land he notheng might wynnt 


him to refreſhe in his dedly laboure. 

3nd as he thought he neuer dꝛanke licoure 
to him moze holſome, ſo ſtreyte ſtode Þ caſe 
Confect with ſpices.piment noꝛ Ipocraſe. 


This was the firſt miſchief and the dꝛede, 
im which p Eerres the mighty prince ſtode. 
Pere men mayſee.ſuchas liſt take Hede, 
Powe gte cy foꝛtune, furious and wode, 
wyll not ſpare foꝛ ticheſſe noꝛ fo2 good. 
Miahty pꝛinces which liſt not god to know 
frõ their eſtates to bꝛing thẽ doun ful lowe 


O hateful Serpent of high pzefumpcton, 
are vnſtaunche able with gredy vſurping, 
By newe trouble of falſe ſedicion, 
Which liſt of pꝛide recetue no —— 
fo now Xerres ot Perſe and Mede king 
purpoſed hath with odious apparaile, 

the temple of goddes cotagiouſly to aſſaile, 


foꝛas him thought it might not ſuffiſe, 

to great exaumple of hys contrartous pꝛide 
howe here tofoꝛne god did him chaſtiſe, 

By mannes hand to ſet his pompe aſide: 
but nowe of newe he gan age pꝛouide, 
Byſacrflege his mighty hand to dꝛeſſe, 
toſpople Apollo and reue him hys richelle, 


There was in Delphos a temple thilke day 
moſl ſtatelp bylded and ſer vp by Maſons, 
Great Tmages,Reliques.rich arap, 

of golde and ſtones in ſondꝛy manſions. 
And there Apollo to ſundzy queſtions, 

raue ready aunſwere the ſtoꝛy telleth thus 
Ind he was called Apollo Delphicus. 


foute thouſand men Xerres thether ſent, 
By his atuſe choſe cut foꝛ the nones, 
fulclenly armed and as they thither went, 
folpoile the temple of gold and rich ſtones, 
With ſodein leut they were bꝛẽt kleſh a bo⸗ 
W tẽpeſt, thũder haile, a hidous reine (nes 
Conſumpt echone and neuer after ſeine, 

(auen 
The gret pollo which ſhineth bꝛiqht in he⸗ 
bad ok thys tet res great indignacion, 
Which made his people be confumpt th leuẽ 
n ctuel puniſhing of ys pꝛeſumpcion. 
pet he purpoled to his confuſion, 


Upon the ſea a warte to beginne. 


Gan to make ſo great an ozdenaunce, 

that hys nauye couered al the ſea, 

Vet Neptunus thought him not to Thaiice, 
within hys boundes to haue no libertee. 
Fo2 Themiſtocles wyth a ſmal mepne, 
beſide an Tſle called Salamine, 

Vim and hys ſhippes bꝛought vnto ruine. 


vet as J fynd, thts pꝛoud king kerxes 
had on hys parte Arte miſia the quene, 

of Halicarnois, which put her ſelf in pꝛees, 
armed in plates þ (hone ful bꝛight a ſhene 
The armey of Ferres foz to ſuſtene. 

This woman fought like a fel wulueſſe, 


And many greke that day ſhe dyd oppzeſle, 


It was a ſtraunge maruatle fo2 to here, 
to ſe a woman ſo ſturdy of viſage 
pet men expert al day may ſe and lere, 
they be by nature full crueſ of cozage, 
Aud no cowar des found of their langage, 
Set at aſſap, and than it ſhall be ſene, 
where they be fearful theyz quarel to ſuſte ne 
(tente 
They mayof mekeneſſe ſhewe a fayre pze- 
ſome Serpent is of colour [fuer ſhene, 
Ind ſome floures ful freſhe of apparence, 
growe onThiſties,rough.ſharpe.andkene. 
Ind ſome that ben angelike to ſene, 
and very heauenlp with their goldt᷑ treſles 
Ben at a pꝛess very Leoneſles. 


To ſay the ſoth a poze man may be ſhenf, 
J dare no moze ſpeake of this matter: 

But kinge Ferres foꝛ al his pꝛoude entent 
al his nauye and his people Tere, 

were put to flight ⁊ outraied of their chere 
Their ſhips dꝛouned amõg ð wawes rude 
that none abode ok al þ multitude, 


King Ferres hurte and wounded moꝛtal ly 
vnnethes he might the great paine endure 
His quaktng heart quit him ſo cowardly, 
on ſea and land ſuch was his aurnture, 
Ind pet agein hig damages torccure, 
the hundꝛed thouſadof fetghters he g3 cal 
Upon Grebes, ot newe for to fall, 
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was taptaine made his people koꝛ to lede, 
but Themißhoeles mine aucto: telleth thus 
Und wing of Lerres Þ cowardnelle 4 d2ede 
1 letter made (02 to be ſent in dede, 
Entourming lim by Grekes great outrage 
Howe of hys bzidge was bzoken the paſſage 


Of which taruatle wha there tame tiding 
to ktug Ferxes.he after anon right, 

Is he that was aferd of eche thing, 

Ful like a coward toke him to the flight 
fledde in a boate like a coward knight, 

Ol al his people there were nomoꝛe pleine 
to awapte vpon him.ſaue a chamberleine. 


Al hs people departed here aud yonder, 
ſtanding in miſchief and great indigence, 
To many a coaſt they went à rode aſonder 
Pined with hunger, lacked thetr diſpence, 
puniſhed alſo with vnware pelliience, 
Feble of trauade,might not endure, 

fo; Impotence to cary their armure, 


Ilas eche way lap ful ofcarcins, 

the ſoyle wpthblode ſteyned andthe grene 
The aire terrible of pathes and ok plaines, 
that no man might endure it no: ſuſtene, 
The ſauet was ſo odtous and vnclene, 
Kaue nous foules ful homely in their light 
Themſelke to fede vpon the cozps alight, 


Thꝛe hũdꝛed thouſad of Perſiẽs wer ſlaine 
which Marnonius afoze ful pꝛoudly ladde: 
of which tiding king Xerxes was not faine, 
But foꝛ diſtreſſe and ſoꝛowe gan to madde. 
And one the laſt miſchtef that he had, 

Mas wha Cymon a noble grekiſhe knight 
rerxes diſconfited and put his me to flight 


This Cymon was ſonne to Milciades, 
his father whilome of Athenes king, 
TUhich laſt of al outrayed Hath Ferres 
laue of his ende there fil another thing, 
Artabanus ful \leightyof werking, 

which to Xerres was not luſpect in dede, 
Compalled his death in Bochas as J rede 


This Artaban was pꝛouoſt ofhys houſe, 
and an officer moſt eſpecial, 


The thyꝛde 
A inighty Duke called Mardontus, 


With his ſeuen ſonnes ſlrong 1 diſptton⸗ 
vpon a naht furious and fatal, 
Fill vpon Ferres inhis palaſe ropal, 
Aud (the ſtozy as it is remembered, 
On pecis ſmal they haue hum al dilmCbyed, 


Thys was of Yerres the laſt final mede, 
of his high pude the funeral gu*rdon, 

fr0 his two kigdõs of Perſe a cke of Mede 
Frowarde foztune hath hym plucked doun, 
what may auaple the dominacion 

Ot ſuch puuces as holde them ſelfe euen, 
fo: to be egal with goddes high in heauen⸗ 


VC liſt not know ſuch chauges fo? no pꝛeck 
and namely pꝛinces in their gret puſſſalices 
IAgein carthlypercds à al wozlbly miſchict, 
they can pꝛouide them and ſet ozvenaunces 
as they that dꝛede foztunes variaunces, 
But to godward they take littel hede, 

fo: the great riches which they doe poſſeds 


Ik they may heren of an earth quaue, 
tokoꝛe it fal, oꝛ any token ſee, 

Than wyl they goe anon them ſelf to laue, 
Out of their houſes x from their touns flee 
to put their like the moꝛe in ſuertee, 

Leſt their bilding made of great coſtage, 
kal vpon them in that moꝛtal rage. 


©! ik an hoꝛſe ronne out of his ſtable, 
Bꝛeake his coller thicke, double, and longy, 
men wyl oꝛdayne a locke of y2on, able 

to kepe him in be he neuer ſo ſtrong. 

And thus men can red2eſſe cuerp wrong. 
touching the body by great auiſencſle, 
Saue fo: p loule they wil nothing redꝛeſſe 


han a rtuer paſſeth karre his boundes, 
boylcth vpward,tindeth no reliſtence, 

Winneth land, and ouerkloweth groundes 
dꝛowneth townes with his violence: 

yet men wil trauaile to kinda dekẽte, (ght 
To turue his cours ſome wey ſhalbe ſol: 
But toward god me thinke littel 02 nought 


Agein lickneſſe men ſcke mediepnes, 
Letwaties and diuers pocions, 

Serch in phiſtke londꝛy diſciplines 
Them to dyete in their tranſgreſſions, 
Keſtoꝛatiucs 
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Beſloꝛattues and eke confeeeions, 
But vato godward in this pꝛeſent life, 
Men not trauaile foz no conkoꝛtatike. 


Men thetr bodies wil put in diſtreſſe, 

Of falſe deſire and eouctous keruence, 
Onlptacroche and winne great cicheile, 
Suk re colde laboute and violence, 

and nother ſpare fo2 gold no2 fo2 diſpence, 
To budcrfonge periiles of vexngloue, 
only fo2 thinges that been tranſitozy, 


hey paſſe moũteins 4 many hideous roch 
In hope it (culd to their entent auarle, 
To many moꝛtal monſtre they app2och, 
Ind by many vncouth ſea they ſatle. 
Jcoparde their life in warte and in bataile, 
by many daunger à many ſtrayte they ride, 
#0: woꝛldly treaſour which (hal no * a: 
ide. 
But toward goodes that ben pardurable, 
ful litel 02 nought ther hearts they ecline 
no2 to the heauenly couritrey molt notable, 
They wil not l:ft vp nother head ne chine, 
toward the ſpheres of Phebus and Lucine, 
Caſting their ſttemes to vs from lo fatre 
which to conlide r al woꝛldly me done erte. 


What might auaile the great couetiſe, 

of king Xerres in his eſtate total, 

Ok ð aret people which pe haue herd deuiſe, 
ten hüdꝛed thouſand Þ people was not (nal 
But foꝛ al that he had an hide ous kal. 

whan that he was, (as tofozne is remebyed) 
On pieces [inal pitcouſty diſmembꝛed. 


( Lcnuoye, 


his ttragedye put bs in remembꝛaunce, 
of the vnſiber flatering and blindnelle, 

Both of koꝛtune and ok her variaunce, 

and of her ougly froward doubleneſſe, 

In terxes ſhje wed foꝛ al his great richeſſe, 

To vs declaring plainly in figure, 

à tauenous pꝛince may no while endure, 


Kinge Ferres had vnder hys obeyſaunce, 
a: Perle a Mede Þ ſloꝛy beareth witnelle, 
Cliought al earth to litel in ſubſtaunce, 

to launch the ctibe of hys gredinelle, 


Fol. lr“. 

A fret of hauing put him th Vuch delten 
Choſe fync declarcdby recod of (ecopt ure 
a raucnous punce may no while endure. 


[)* made alſo an odious oꝛdynaunce. 

of ſurquedye his power koꝛ to dꝛeſle, 

To robbe Þ goddes mauger their puiſſaſſce 
4 ſpoyle their teples of froward wilkulnes 
Take their treſours agen al tight wiſugs 
But they hem ſhewed of {o5aine gientute, 
A raue nous punce may no wine endures, 


Great Apollo toke on hys men venaeatice, 
with vnware tempeſt to2 a! therr fturdizieſſe 
Leven a thundet bzoughi: th? to auſehacice 
guerdo moſt able gein their great fiiſtieſTe 
Jn puuces heartes ape playniy £0 ervictle, 
who by rauine richeſfes wyl recure, 

God wil not ſuffer him long tv endure. 


Noble pzinces ſtable in pour conTaunce, 
ye that difire to ſtand in luareneſſe, 
Memembze oft vpon the fatatchaante, 

ot pꝛeude Letxes andhts cut lednelle, 
your ſelf diſpoſing in your hyah nobleſſe 
It᷑ that ye liſt your ſtates to aiſure, 

elche we ravine and yt chall longe endure, 


C Bowe Artabanus which murdꝛed king 
Teixes was afterwardes himſelf mur- 
died and llapne. 


¶ The. x. Chapter. 


Ext theſe tragedies, weping 
A bY and dolo:us, 

5 | | While Bochas ſtynt and 

2 2 uculd haue ben in pies, 

J knight appered called Artabanus, 

which had afozne murdꝛed king kerxes, 
Ind gan hys complaint fo2 to put in p2ces, 
Fu! concluding to ſpeake in wa2des plane 
who vſeth murdze. by murder that be lian, 


Thys Artabanus by recoꝛd of wtting, 
with Ferres pꝛouoſt whiloiws as f red? 
Falſely conſpired byfleight of ius werking 
Joꝛ to be king bath of Perſe au dot ede. 
Hautng ſeut ſonnes which Þ wette in dede 
worthy knightes, manly and cig gr ürong. 
Pit. Albe 
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Foꝛ he pꝛeſumed by bſurpacion, 

in Perſe and Mede to quench p clere light 
and trouble the line of iuſt [ucceſſion, 

Foz ſo as be of foꝛet and not of right, 
nothing reſembling to a true knight, 

The murder of Ecrres faſſely did oꝛdeine, 
tight ſo he cad to niurdze his [ones tweine. 


Ind to conclude plainlp and not tare, 
This [ated king that called was Ferxes, 
had two ſonnes, the pongeſt called Datie, 
And that other named Artaxerſes. 
which as the ſtoꝛy reherſeth doubtles, 
were by diſcent bozne fo: to ſuctede, (de 
aftcr then father to retane in Perſe * Me⸗ 
(knowe 
The murdꝛe of Xerres outwarde was vn⸗ 
no: howe Artabanus had p treaſõ wzought 
il afterward within a litie thꝛowe, 
he had ol nt we koꝛged out and ſought, 
Faiſe odous traines þ were never thought 
told Attaxarſes as he ga with him rowne, 
Howe Darye call to occupte the crowne, 


Ind howe p death of Terres was oꝛdeined, 
only by Darye and by none other wiaht 
MWyerupou which ought be cometained, 
Attaxerſes pꝛouided anone right, 

the (langhter of Darye,x ſo agein al right, 
This yong bꝛothet in hys (nnocence, 

was falſely ſlaunt and did none offence, 


ve trite by whom this treals was cõpalled 
twent bꝛethꝛen tweine to make deviſton, 
The ponger ſlaine and nothing treſpaſſed, 
n oft redp wey to the diſttuccion 

Ok Irtarxcrles, fo: in concluſton, 

whan the bꝛethꝛen mut dꝛed were in dede, 
Artabauus thought fox to ſuccede. 


Bat Artaxerſes dy platine inſtruceion. 

of out that was calſed Baccabaſſus, 

By tokens knews the couert falſe treaſon, 
Ok this koꝛſa:d doudle Yrtabanus, 

and howe that he bytreines outragious 
Pad Eerres ſlaine as ye hauc herd totoꝛne, 
and Dary appeched wherby ß he was lozne, 


The thyꝛde 
lde thetr father was let to doe gret wꝛõg. 


But this bncouth ſtraũge treaſon wꝛougg 
whan Irtaxerſes had knolegtng, 

By great aduiſe wates he Hath ſought, 
Attabanus to bzing bato rekening. 

But ſpecially he dꝛed him of one thing, 
Ye feble was to bung this thing aboute, 
of hys ſeuen ſonnes he had ſo great doute. 


But fo: to accompliſhe fully hys entent, 
Ful ſrfrely this was his oꝛde naunce, 

to al the worthy he hath his letters ſent, 
Diveſleng in — vnder hys ebepſayuce 
without cxcule oz ler get attendaunce, 
Armed echone and in eſpecial, 

to come in haſt Into his courte ropall, 


Cauſe of thetr coming was to the not knon 
tte kvnges purpoſe was hoidcn ſcerce, 
Ind kept ſo cloſe both from hie and lowe, 
that to hys meaning no man was pꝛiue, 
Except the king ſayd he would lee. 

what noumber ok men(ifit come to nede 
In his defence he myght gadꝛe and lede. 


And among other came Irtabanus 
Unto the court, and liſt not foz to file, 

A man that was cruel and coꝛagious, 

ful of fletghtes in al hys gouernaile. 
TUbich thilke tyme armed was in mayle, 
Fo: he with him none other armour ladde, 
Saue on hys back? an haburion he hadde 


Than Irtaxarſes bepng in his ftrength, 
To htm abzayde of falſe affeccion, 

for that my mayle wanteth of his lenoth. 
J would with the chaunge myne haburtd, 
The tother hung none cuil ſaſpe- cion, 
Ungyꝛt him ſeif,would no lenger byde, 
Both ſwoꝛde and dagger calt the far aſie 


And whe that he thzewe of hys haburion, 
and with the maile ſtopped was his ſight, 
He being naked fo2 ſhozt concluſion, 
the king out pulleth aſwerd kene 3b2ight 
And thꝛouqh ß hert he toue hin anon right 
And after that ot indiqnacion, 

Toke his ſcuf ſones and caſt them in puſs 


Of their ende what ſhould J moze endite, 
No: ef their death make digreſſion, 
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god may his vengeaunte a while reſpite, 
But murther will out and all ſuch treacon, 
And koꝛ Attaban he had a condicton. 
Falſly to murther. as ye tofoze haue ſeia 
with vuware murder he guerdoned was a⸗ 
(geru 
Thus ener murder requireth foꝛ his wages 
Slaunder impoꝛt able odious foꝛ co heare, 
Ito defamous moſt foule in al lãgnages 
the ſound hoꝛrible by re poꝛt to appe are. 
g cups during whole detknes wap not clere 
Fo: this woꝛd mur det moſt oug!; ĩ vnkaue 
Bya rehearſing intecteth al the aye, 


( Ot Duke Phalantus, # how the Spar- 
tanes werred them of Meſſene fo 
tauiſhing they inaydens. 


¶ The. xi. Chapter. 


mor Fer the death and fatal caas, 

2 and pitecus murder ok Irtabantis 
Rerxt in oꝛdet appeared to Bochas 
A mighty Duke called Phalantus, 

Sonne of « knight named àratus, 

which was exfled,though he no treaſon mt 

Oute ef his citte that called was Tarent, 


Upon his exile he ſoze gan tompleyn. 
Biſcchtng Bochas togeat him a ſpace. 
within his boke to wiite his gricuous pep 
Ilbe that he whilom ſtode in grace, 

By alad aſpectes of foꝛtunes face. 

foꝛ (he hym rayſed by fauour of her might, 
to Dukes eſtate from a ful poze knight, 


But ſeriouſiy this matter to conuepe, 

how he was made Duke and gouernour, 
whan Spartains gan moꝛtally werrey, 
Again Meſſenes,as ſayeth myne auctout, 
With geeat coſtage and diligent labour: 
Ind cauſe was this foꝛ they W mighty hoo, 
Kauiſhed by fozcc all maydens of that lond 


Foꝛ thys people now named Spartencys, 
Is the Cozy clerely can deuple,) 

were talled atoꝛe, Lacedemonors. 

In armes pꝛoued man!y and right wiſe: 
Ind while they dyd a ſolemne ſacrifiſe 

vnto theyz Goddes the people of ABeſſeny, 


Fol. xxx nil. 
Nauiſhed theyꝛ maydẽẽs oꝛ they coud it eſpy 


On which wꝛong fo to doe vengeaunce, 
the Spartenoys caught indignacion, 

and of aſſent with al their whole puiſcaunce 
tieplayda ſiege round about the toun: 
Andok one will and one affeccion. 

they made a vowe ð ſiege whan they begon 
Neucr to depart eyl the town wer wonne, 


Afo2e the town fully ten yere they lay. 
Ind fro the ſege, as they had made their oth 
they not departed nother night no2 day, 
But ft:] abode and not aſunder goth. 
therof their wines being at home wer wꝛoth 
to they huſbondes a meſſenger they ſent, 
Under chele wozdee declaring their entent 


Sapdit was not accodyng with reaſon, 
They like wiedowes to liue diſconſolate, 
without comfort oz conſolacton, 

Farre frõ their huſbondes to ſtond deſolate 
Miſchicues conſidꝛed ß fall in eche eftate, 
by long ablẽce. which ech man ſhould dꝛede 
though divers ſicknes þ fall in womahede 


he tyde abyde not koꝛ no maner man, 
No int his courſe ko: no creature: 
Andhard iis as we rehearſe can, 

Ching to rrth ord that cometh of nature. 
unn done by kynD, is kroward to recure, 
LUC OEDTTS found full Title likernes, 
Where a3 nature aſkozceth bꝛotlenes. 


Thye litle ſond eught pnough ſuffyſe, 

to declare damage that may fall, 

By lons abſence, folkes that been wyſe, 
ſumtime departed againe men may not ca? 
that ſeldom is ſene in loue doth appalle. 
And nothing moze mancthy votucs crre, 
than diſſeuerance of folkes þ be in werre. 


This was the effect playnly in ſubſtaunec, 
ſent to their huſbondes whit) at p ſiege lap 
Complepning they had no pleaſaunce. 
Space ok ten pere as inloucs play: 
But deſolate in ſoꝛow and great afftay, 
They? lite they lad affirmyng in icntence. 
cauſc of thett cõſtreint was their log abſere 
P. u. And 
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And wha the letters wer at the ſiege radde 
tofo:s the Citte in al their moztal ſirtue s, 
They wer aſtonied and gan to ware ladde, 
And verp wery almoſt of theyꝛ lues. 

Fo2 to conſider 8 comple pnt of their wines, 
Tyll the yꝛ captayn a reme dy out ſought, 
By whole counſel euen thus they wzought 


Fyꝛſt old knightes that had the liege ſwozne 
It fo2 taccompliſh and caſt them to be true 
Vis counſel was as they had hight be foꝛne, 
to hold theit pꝛomiſe. a thereof nothing rue: 
But pong knightes that wer come of new, 
Might as they liſt freely at they? will, 

Choſe whether they would goe oz byde ſtill, 


And hetupon fo2 they: moſt auayle, _ 
in haſt their caytain(as made is remeb2ace) 
Of hygh prudence paue them this counſail 
That kuiahtes old liche their aſſuraunce, 
Should ok the ſiege haue the gouernance, 
Aud yona knightes moſt freſh à wel beſein 
Shculd from the liege home be ſent agein. 
(unce 
The made amõg the a ful ſtrange oʒdina⸗ 
at their home coming without difference, 
To enterchange their wiues fo2 pleſaunce, 
and take her firſt that came to theit pꝛeſẽce 
This was p accoꝛd among the in lentence, 
Moſt ready wap to their opiuton, 
to engendzure and pꝛocceacion. 


There was among them quarell noz ſtryke 
In this matter, noꝛ no vartaunce: 
Fa euety man mituſed others wife, 
To they: deſpꝛes as was to them pleſaunce 
And thus childꝛen though this oꝛdenance 


that wer engendꝛed the caſe is thus bekal, 


Pacthenoys men did them akter call, 


Which in our tong to ſpeke in woꝛdes plein. 

Afrer the Gꝛeke who litt conſider and ſce, 
8 no more ple pulp fo: to ſeyn. 

then thilke childꝛen which inge ndꝛed be 

In aduoutry:whertoꝛe iu that countrep. 

Parthenoys of cuſtom they wer named, 

Bozne of wombes which that wer de famed 


The falſe occaſion of this aduoutry, 
Cauſed aſter great miſchtefe and damage: 


The thyꝛde 


That no man coud as fo: his partte, 

By ſucceſſion whau he came to age, 

By tytle of right cleyme his heritage, 

Foꝛ where a lyne fa!ll y doth pzocede, 
Hard is to know by right who ſhal ſuccede 


The diſturbante of falſe ſucceſſion, 

And tytles cleimed atoꝛced wich gret might 
Where that auoutrte hath dominacion. 
And is ſuppoꝛted ot wil and not of right, 

Xx clayme of trouth hath loſt hys clerc light, 


Though their parties mighty ben x ſtrong 


God wil not ſuffer they (hal endure long. 


And Parthenoys peyſing all thele thinges 
How falſe aſſurance was tn their itnage, 
The gentle blud troubled kyꝛſt of kinges. 
Fo: no man knew,of High noꝛ lo ve patage, 
Vts own father by likelcnes of viſage. 
Noz father none by his great errour, 
Coud ycue no tytle to his ſucceſſour. 


wherupon folowed a great miſchaunce, 
Hatetul to hcare thzoughout the countre, 
Eche man troubled in hes countenaunce, 
who ſhould clapine by anp liberte, 

to enter his lond oꝛ to ſlond fete. (tie 
Such doubt they had eche man fot his par: 
Do impoꝛtable was their aduoutry, 


This great miſchief whoſo taketh hede, 
By long pꝛotceſſe made them to know x (ce, 
Dow they wer able as by likelthe de, 

Fo; thepꝛ outrages to fall in pouerte. 

Ind ok aſſent they caſt them foꝛ to Lee, 
Under q captayn.by ſtrong à mighty hond, 
Fto that cuntrey to win ſome other lond. 


Ind as J rede they chaſe Duke Phalantus 
Ok who Fſpake to gouerne their paſſage, 
tabyng no leaue, the ſtoꝛp telleth thus. 

At thetr departing beginning theyꝛ vyage, 
they wer ſo confuſe of chere ⁊ of viſage, 
Foꝛ there was none of al that great rout, 
to choſe his father but that ſtode in doubte. 


Theyheld themſelf very aſhamed, 

And foz ſhame out of that lond they went, 

Like people diſlaundzed and diff amed, 

thzough the auoutry to which they did = 
An 
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Ind to a titie that called was Tarent, 
which (tant in Poyle a mighty frog clitrey, 
this Duke Phalantus came w his metny, 


Ind there he put though his great might, 
the Citezens out of that Citie, 

Ind gate Tarem ful like a manly knight, 
and there abode in long p2olperitie, 

as gouernour and Duke of that cuntrte, 
Cill that his people by falſe colluſion, 

Hum to depzieue (ought out occaſion. 


They him cried whan he was fal in age, 
Lo what it is in commons to aſſure, 
Stoꝛmy of heart vnſure ofthey2 cozage, 
þſield 02 neuer their frendſhip doth endure 
Men map to day thetr fauout wel recure, 
Ind to mood let let it at a pete, 

they ratheſt hinder whe nc itõd at miſchief, 


¶ Of Ceſo Quintius exiled,X G2ac- 
chus Cluckus taken pucloner. 


¶ The.rii.Chaptcr, 


Can no moꝛe rehearſe of Phalantus, 
Duke and leader of Parthenops: 
But J wil tel how Celo Queatius, 
came tofoꝛe Bochas W a ful pieteous voys, 
his tale g4.4 how Gzacchus price of Equois 
Both at once gan they ſong entune, 
moſt dolefully to pleyne Vpon Foꝛtunc. 


This mighty punce Ceſo Quintius, 
Conmplopneb ir!t,as made is mention, 
Dow they of Nome wer contrarius, 

And kelly wzought to his deſtruccion, 
and fall vnnuſtly baniched him the t owne. 
Ind notwithſtandiug he was a Dictatour, 
Him to confound they did they2 ladour. 


Quſe of hys exe compaſſed as J rede. 
that he was ſlowe, they layd and negligent, 
tm to dekend touchtug the appele in dede, 
which again him was bꝛought of falſe entẽt 
Vet Cincinnatus his father by aſſent, 
Payde foꝛ amende e cas lay Chꝛoniclers.) 
Met out of lond dꝛaught of thꝛe arblaſters. 


yet his enintes would not be content, 
But pꝛoceaded that he was exyled; 
Did execution of his iudgement, 

As in his {cozy ful playnly is compyled, 
He after neuer might be reconciled: 


which J haue ptetie to put in rem᷑bꝛauncc. 


ſo litle office ſhouid haue ſo gret vengautce 


Gꝛacchus of Rome called Cluilius. 
Punce of Jcquoys mine auto: ſeith p̃lame 
was in his time notavie and gloꝛtous, 

and a great Duke full renoumed of fame. 
but how p peopie of Aequoys toke firſt their 
buder ſuppoꝛt.pᷣ no ma hauc diſdei (name 
wil the pꝛoceſſe declare herein cettein. 


John Bothas ſayth there is a nation. 
which that firſt wer talled Hünoys, 

And ſecondly alſo by ſucceſſion, 

Ok tul long time named Fnathoys, 

and alder laſt men called them Jequoys: 
Like as I trowe mine autoꝛ ſaith theſa me, 
ot hoꝛſe moſt (itt they toke ty2it the name. 


And as it is remembꝛed in ſentence, 

By their manhod x famous hardtnes 
agein Alexandꝛe they made a ſtrong veffee, 
On hoꝛſebacke thꝛoug) their aret ſwiftnes 
Belide the hil pleynly to expꝛelle, 

which in Chꝛontcles ts called Caucaſus, 
this people of Acquops wer Victoztus, 


To their nobleſſc pleinly as Þ fynd, 
nothing in carth was moze expedient, 

In theyz conqueſt of Ethiope and of Inde: 
As hoꝛſe moſt ſwift ſeruing they2 intent, 
therby conquering al the Oztent, 

So great pꝛoweſſe was in they; paſſage, 
that Ae quoys bzought al Tgipt to ſeruage, 


Thus where euer Aequoys did ryde. 

they gate great good to the yꝛ poſſeſſion? 
And Sꝛacchus was their gouernour X gide 
which by hys ſtieryng and falſe ſuggeſtion, 
Age pn the Komayns fylliy Kebellton. 
But to wſtand hun they ſent out ano right 
Cincinnatus pꝛoued a ful good biiyght, 


He was wel truſted and knowe in the town, 


and foz his pꝛudence choſen a ä 
Ms 
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The thyꝛde 


His lifelode ſmall and hts poſſeſſion, 


Jlbe he was a woꝛthy warriour, (bour, 
which hath vanquiſhed by his knightly la: 
The ſayd GSꝛacchus foꝛ al his great power, 
And home to Rome bzought him pueſoner. 


Cyncinnatus in his chayze was ſet, 

Called Quinttus koz this great victozy: 
And moſt ſolemnely with ſenatours met, 
when paue to him fo2 to entreaſe his glo2y, 
Laude of triumphe to put hym in memozp. 
And Saccus after fo: his rebellion, 

with cheines bound was caſt in der pziſon 


Ind there he dyed in ful great miſchief, 
after his coqueſtes firſt famous # notable; 
An eudence to vs and a great pueke. 

Fow foꝛtunc is ape falſe and vnſtable, 
Euer double froward and decetuable. 

The fall of Sꝛacchus declare can ful wele, 
That whilom ſat ſo hygh vpon het whele. 


ere Bochas rehearſeth the tyꝛan⸗ 


—— 


ny of Appius Claudius. and 
falſenes ot Judges. 


¶ The. rut. Chaptet. 
= Otwithſtanding Bochas tofoꝛe 


\5!| hath tolde, 


| N i Ok Yppraus the falſnes tmpoztable 
And hys outrages and ſurkets 

mantfolde, 

To be remembzed hateful and repꝛeuabſe. 

Vet as him thought it was here couenable, 

To moꝛe rebuke and {petting of his name, 

New to rehearſe his laundec and dekame. 


The great oFencesof thys Apts, 

Ind ovp:eſſions that he vpon hym toke, 
Made hem to growe ſo iniy couetous, 
Though his tauine p all the people quoke, 
As ye map lee be koꝛe in thys thyꝛd booke, 
where mine autour doth clecely ſpecifye, 
Hts fraude in domes, and hys kalſe lecherp. 


Cke of thys ty2ant reme mbed ve may rede. 
Chief Judge he was with other officcrs, 

talſed Dectutt, ⁊ thzough his pryde in dede 
Agein the cuſtom of che that wer his feres, 


He made be borne ſtanderds and banners. 
In otherwiſe of high pꝛeſumpcion, 
than vſed wer befoze in Rome town. 


Theſe Judges had a cuſtome and maner, 
Lyke they: eſtates in they2 gouernaunce, 
Eche after other to haue boꝛne a baaner, 
where they went, uch was their o:denance 
by twelue ſargeantes numbꝛed in ſubſtance 
But Appius of pꝛyde and great outrage, 
Ichaunged hath that cuſtome and vlage. 


He kyꝛſt ozdeyned eche ſhoulde in his place, 
Ok Decemuir haue a banner boꝛne, 

In theyz walkyng the people to manace, 
An hundzed men of armes them befo:ne, 
And twenty ouer by a ſtatute fwozne, 
wherby the citie bare great coſt in dede, 
and al the people wer put in kere and dꝛede, 


To ſe 8 ſargeantes waltze in plate 4 maple, 
theythought it was a meruelous werking, 
Judges to goe with ſuch apparaple, 

In theyꝛ pꝛoceding as eche had den a king, 
And whole thentent of Claudius meaning. 
was that he ſhould of power and of miaht, 
Dee whatypmilil},wer it w2ong oz ryght, 


The rightful puniſh and the gylty ſpare, 
Fauoꝛ wrong koꝛ bꝛybes and foz mede, 
the people oppꝛeſſed ſtode in ſoꝛow and care 
Fond no ſuccour to help them in thepꝛ nede 
Late was there none foꝛ reaſo lap by dꝛede 
wil was Judge and pleaĩaunce cquitie, 
Ind thus by inaiſtry was gouerned p citie, 


Ind as it is rcemembꝛed by Bochas, 
Apptus was lecherous of nature, 

And cauqht a quarel as ye haue herd $cas, 
Agayn Uitainta a mayde cleane and pure. 
And toꝛ he ſhould nothing in her recure, 
Tcuchitig his luſt her father in that ſtryfe. 
with a ſharpe lwozd made her loſe her lytt. 


Ind fo2 this tirant dy falſe ribaud?y, 
Cauſed her death by haſty violence, 
And koꝛ he ſhould her beauty not mailtry, 
Dying a mapde in her chat innocence, 
Therfo:e he was demed in ſentence, 
A's is tofoze made clere mencion, 

Foto 


Booke. 


fo; to be che ined and die in pꝛilon. 


etzt Detemuitt loſt their power, 
and ntuer in Rome after bare no name, 

oꝛ of that ſect was made none officer, 
Ind among all Jppius bare the blame, 
whoſe ctune rebotidethto his eternal ſhame 
Zs re haue herd who that can diſcerne, 
and tha eribunes were choſe foz to gouerne 


Ind in Bochas like as it is found, 

the ſaid Judges in miſchtef did fine, 

While Appius late in pꝛiſon bounde, 

ixiled were al that other nine, 

the gocd, the treaſcur, et thExof thetrline 
Acheted was fo2 ſhoꝛt concluſton, 

Co comt p2ofue andencreace of the toun. 


C Lenuoy, 


er his litel tragedy doth ſhoꝛtly here deutſe 
hat miſchef foloweth foꝛ Þ oret vntioht 

Aled by Judges in manyſund2y weſe: 

to: v han þ fauour blinded hath cheer fight, 

Ind Innocente is boꝛne doun with might 

and in hys quarel pouett may not pzocede, 

becauſc that trouth cppzeſſed is weich me de 


Judge ſheuld ok cquitie deſpiſte, 

Co tete giktes ok any maner wighe, 

und redy be al wꝛonges fo chaſtiſe 

Ficm al aiftes turne awap hys ſiohe, 

ys havdes cloſe, his eates ſtop arighker, 
and be ay were fo; krendſhtp, hate oꝛ dzcde, 
Chat trouth be not oppze!ſeb with no me de 


Che noble doctrine and berteous empꝛiſe 
or Philoſophers that had ſo great in light 
was thy s to Judaes þ pꝛudẽt were x wiſe 
#0: rend oz foe their domes ſo be drake, 

of tight wiſneſſe that the ſonne bꝛight, 
Eclupſed neuer liſt men koꝛ chetr talſhede. 
Kexozt that right was put abacke fo2 mede 


Noble punces ſippoꝛteurs of Juſtiſe. 

Called lode ſterres to yeue the people light, 
en Appius jette Judges not pꝛactiſe, {abt 
That ttouthes laũpe be clere both day 2 ni: 
pcur office peyſed that longeth to a dntgt 
hold vp ð balatice of dome in your mah. de. 


N Fol.irrrvi, 
That law in tubges de not coꝛrupt W mede 


¶ Vochas ageine the vnttuth of Judges. 


ug bpon the death of Ipptus 
and his rebukes koz hys 


[2 DR orcarourrage 

Pa Za Bocbas by wiitinge, 

wete ſumwhat y:ous, 

Tgein iudg*s falſe a thought in his coz 
They ſhould be ſad and demure of age: 
and that their life by vertue Could d2awe, 
To kept p pꝛecepte a ſtatutes of the lawe. 


They ought of reaſon them (elf to habple, 
To baue ſciente of Philoſophie, 

and knove therr textes of canon and tune 
Ind thetupon their wetttes whole to apple. 
Fo2 canning Fudgesby pꝛudent policte, 
Cauſe oʒdenaunces in lawe compꝛehended 
thꝛeugh rightful dome gretly to be cõmẽ ded 


Ju iſe of lawe doth Kealmes cnlumine. 
Suſtaimneth trouth, ( uppontth innotente, 
Ot taumo: rs boweth dovone the chine, 
Puntſheth robbcrs fox their great oXence 
Slugopt:uauntes fortheir negligence, 
and fained beagers that greatly diſauatle, 
Con:rameth them to labour and tranafte, 


Foundours of lawe by antiquttte. 

Cauſed tn londes was (uffred none errour 
and made ofpzinecs the real mateſtte 

To thine tn wo:ſhip by diligent labour, 
wꝛeſted cozages of many Conquerouc, 
that their tritiphes no forther {ould attatn 
Than lawe of god and nature did ozbatne, 


ul was that time vnde t ſubieccton, 


of riahtwilneſſe bp trouth ful well cõueyed 


Senſaatite was ſetnant to reaſon, 

and froward lan was vnder lock wel kefeb 
Sentence of itatutes was not dilcbeyed, 
The rtch did right thꝛoughoat cucry londe. 
roʒe folke liued by labour of thetr honde. 


ꝛdſhtpthat time avoided mainteraunee 
holy church line d im perfirnetTe, (unc: 
knighe hod tho dates fo? trouth whet hig la⸗ 


And falſe extozcion had none intreffe, 
Maͤrchauntea 
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Marchites winning cam al of rightwilnes 
Artif:icers the werkday were not Tdle, 
Indbuſines of labour held the byidle, 


omen that age farced were no2 hozned, 
No2 ther tailes were not ſerpentine, 

r iſe mẽ of foly no: clerkes wet not ſco ned 
N hich in ſctence moſt freſhly did ſhine, 

L aw dilherited none heires fro che line, 
leſingmongets fond that time no ſorours 


andflattcrers tha wer made no cofkeſſours 


This golden wozld flourtng in vertue, 
Boꝛne vp by loue, grounded on ſlableneſſe 
Df Auoutry there ſpꝛang out none Jitue, 
P:ices by doctrin eſtabliſhed their nobleſTe 
pꝛeſthod in p2ater,knighthod in woꝛthineſle 
Ech thing by lawe Code under gouernäcc, 
Marchauntes by meaſute x wit pets of ba: 
launce. 
Firſt Phoꝛoncus by diligent labour, 
Fond out lawes,that king was of Argiues 
the Grcbes ſiudy he gilt with gret honour 
this politike pꝛince to auoid the fro iriucs 


 Þis ſlatutes kept during al thetr liucs, 


Found firſt the maner Bochas doth deuiſe 
Howe to Jupiter was made lactikiſe. 


be mighty Minos whilom king ok Crete 
Oꝛ dained lawes agein tranſgreſſions, 
To keare by rigour foles that wer vnmete 
and ſtaunch ok ſurfetes al occaſions, 
Made fo: robbers mightye ſtrong pꝛilons. 
Ind Dedalus his chick Irtificer, 

Made Libitinthus by diligent entere, 


And cke Merturie boꝛne by klode of Nile 
As wuteth Lactance was of E gipt king, , 
Unto Marchauntes did lawe kirſt compile 
of weight and meaſure to vs in chaffaring, 
And fo: his wiſdome and excellent cũning 
Ok olde Poctes that whilome were ſo wile 
He called was god of marchaundiſe. 


Solon alſo the beſt lawes made, 

as Ualerte wziteth him ſelf to magntfie, 
Athenienſes therof were ful glad. 

his great wiſdom whan they did eſpte, 
Theyfondtherin ſo much policte, 

Ind tuer he was redy foz to debate, 


T-lzte thyꝛde 


Agein tyzauntcs lo ſoze he dyd them hate, 


Ling Licurgus eke whilome dyd hys cy; ; 
To make lawes to common auauntage, 
and that they ſhould perpetuaily endure, 
Ve made his people be ſwoꝛne of euery age 
While that he went cut on pilgruna ze, 
fro poynt to poynt to kepe them in certein, 
vnto time that he came home agen, 


And koꝛ hys la wes were of great ſubſtadte 
And pꝛokitable to cucry comontte, 

He chaſe to true in exilt andpenaunece, 
Ncuer to relo2t age ine to his citte, 

That his ſtatutes by eternitie, 

Shuld not be bzoke as ye haue herd tofom 
by the coucncion to which the were [won 


To comen p2ofite had he ſuch tenderncſſe 
that he koꝛſoke his kinTÞome and kinrede, 
To liue in crile.hvs ſtoꝛy beareth witneſſe, 
But oꝛ he died as he lay bedzede, 
He bad his bones ſhould be caſt in dede, 
ampd the lea karre cut fromthe ſtrond, 
That his ſtatutes mighte in their _ 
(ſtond 
De eſche wed eueriche occacion, 
as a thing hateful whtch was not faire, 
That his foꝛſaid royal mighty toun, 
ſhould bꝛeke their oth becauſe of his repaire 
But touching that he put them in diſpaire, 
caſt him neuer ceſozt in their dawcs, 
leſt they would bꝛeake Þ ſentece cr his lawes 


here Bochas maketh an cxelama« 
cion of the extoꝛcion ok the officers 
of Rome. 


¶ The. xiui. Chapter. 


— Bochas here maketh a dig re Tion, 
and by rebuking caſt hym to taſſayle, 
Thilke officers that were in Rome tou 
which by extoꝛcion oppꝛeſſed the pozaile, 


And agein Judges alſo of Jtaple. 


And namely them that fo: lucre and mede, 
Set trouth aſide and toke of it none hede. 


He maketh agein then an exclamacion, 


ſuch as to vertue were contrarious, ; 
nd 
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Ind vnder tolour and occaſion, 

of their office liſt ro be lecherous, 

Like condictoned vnto Appius, 

and finally as it was after ſene, 

Falſe in theit dome s #of theer like vnclene 


O quod Bochas O,trouth, O thou Juſtice 
which in your nobleſſe whilom did excelle, 
wher in effect is now pour exerciſes (dwel 
here is your wontng,alas where do you 
of your pꝛactike ful ke we men can tel, 

So karre put backe is nowe your diſcipline 
your kin exiled,and your noble line, 


1duocates that nowe done occupte, 

r olde ſees and places full royal, 
Al to faiſchede their wittes they applye, 
Such couetiſe nowe reigneth ouer all, 
Cauſcs of ciuile and cauſes criminall, 
theit domes take where they be falſe oꝛ true 
Al after wyl by ſtatutes chaunged newe, 


There been eke other called Acceſſours., 
Sitting by Judaes to ye ue the counſaile, 
which may tul well be called rauenours, 
foꝛ they not labour but foz their own auail 
I noumber of robbers tolowe at their taile, 
topiile the people as ye haue herd tofozne, 
Bare as a e pe that is but newe ſhozne. 


There is no moꝛe in this mater to ſeine, 
Saue only thts trouth ſtant deſolate, 
{tight wiſe nelle dare to no wiqht coplaine 
with wꝛonge oppꝛeſſed weping and deſolate 
Wherfoze ye punces that ſit in high eſtate, 
ſuch thing to amẽ d but pe bet hede liſt take 
God ſhal w poua ful hatd rekening make 


Peur oft ice is in your magnikicente, 
tene man and mã al wꝛonges to redꝛeſſe, 
Ind where a mater is ageine conſtente, 

it to tekoutme only of tiqhwiſeneſle. 

To ſtand by trouth, matutame no falſneſſe, 
und let wiſe toulaul ſuch matters examine 
Oz xc ot haſt theron determine, 


Haue ſuch thinges in your miuid among 
thinke god will qutte like as ye deſerue, 
Pe ſpot your nobleſſe ik that ye do w2ong, 
his \xozdofpunilhing dꝛede oꝛ it kerue, 


Let your reaſon and conſcience conſerue, 
your noble eſtates, a tytnke like your wer⸗ 
thelozdof pou wil axt a rekening, (bing 


(. Vowe Ilcibtades was ered, andafter 
bzent in hys bedde. 


¶ The. xv. Chapter, 


SK Fter other that put them 
Rx lclfe in pꝛees, 
Tokoze Bochas their com; 
„ bplaintes to diſcure, 
Came ok Athens Altwiades, 
that time aliue the facreſt creature, 
And as it is remembꝛed bylſcripture, 
be was diſcrete and wiſe at al aſſayes, 
Ind one p ſtrongeſt ⁊ manliteſt in his dates 


He was firſt bo:ne of ful high linage, 
aboue al other of moſt ſemelines, 

wel pzopozctoned,and hardy of coꝛage, 
Loued x wel fauoured fo: his gret fairnes 
Famous in knighthode fo: hys wozthines, 
lubtil witted, and coud by chloquence, 
Much compꝛehend under choꝛt ſentence. 


His wit enclined to manykolde ſciences: 
Had of cunning a paſſing retentif, 

Loued clerkes, and fond thethetr difprces, 
Such as in pꝛactike he ſawe moſt inuenttt, 
to rede in bokes retoyſed al his life, 

Kept what he redde in his memoꝛtal, 

and ok wiſe cotilafle was none to him egal. 


An vncle he had pcalled Pericles, 
which ſlode in daunger of exceſſik ſpẽding 
Let in hys youth this Alcibiades. 

cyng hys vncle penſtfe in loking, 
caſt of wil dome to remedy that thing. 
And fo: to aſſwage his hertes heuineſſe, 
Gaue him this coliſatle by great quiſeneſſe 


Fyꝛſt to rehearſe how the matter ſtode. 
and ok hys vncles woful high diſtreſle, 
there was to him deliuered a (time ok good 
co repatre the temple of a goddelle, 
Called Minerua but foꝛ the great exceſſe, 
Of his diſpẽ ſes he ſtode ſomwhat in dꝛede 
touchig thaccoũt whech he mult yeld indede 
Alcibiade g 
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Aleiblades hereupon muſing, 

to hys vncle gaue counſaile in ſentence, 
UnclecquodHe)let be al youre thinking, 
and fo: youre ſelke (ſhape thts defence. 
Not foz tactoũpt by meane of pour pzudfce 
afoze pꝛouide d with face 4 chere vnfatned, 
To ſuch dureſſe that ye be not conſtratned. 


Ind whi pertcles his cotiſace aduertiſeth. 
Fond to his wozlhip it was reſonable, 
And by good leiſer him ſelf ful wel auileth 
and by pꝛouiſion pzudent and notable, 
Saued his eſtate fcõ ech thing repzeuable: 
So that he ſtode touching this matter, 
As fo: accoumptes,out of al daunger. 


Alcibiades of Athene chief capteine, 

from day to day ware vp to great encreaſe, 
Such another was there no where lepne, 
them to gouerne both in warce and peace. 
And all the Citte by aTent hem chees, 

of their naupe in eſpeciall, 

Upon the ſea to be thetr Admiral. 


Foz his knighthode they (ft him out afarre 
To Cathenots to be their goucrnour, 
Gaine Siracuſancs foz to ginne a warre, 
fir} there recetwed W glozte ⁊ gret honour: 
But in the ende of his great labour, 
Foztune that is aye bariaunt and vnſtable, 
was to thys duke not found fauourable, 


He was accuſed to them of the toun, 

which in Ithenes had gouernaunce, 
That he was gilty in partyof treaſon, 

By them reuoked foꝛ al his great puiſſaũce 
of captainſhip.and by their oꝛdenaunce, 
and koꝛtunes falſe mutabilttie. 

Unwarelp pꝛiued krom al dignitie. 


But fo2 hym ſelfe thus he gan pꝛouide, 
went into exile not farre from that coũtrie, 
Into a Cytie that called was Elide. 

There foꝛ to haue fredom and libertie 

and ok his life to ſtande in ſuertie. 

Foz in Athene they would haue him dead, 
Unto their goddes to offcr vp his head, 


But whan he was ok their entent certein, 
Co Lace demoyn he toke the right way, 


The thyꝛde 


And by relacion there he herd ſeine, 

bowe the Atheniens were put to a fray, 
In a bataile vpon a certaine dape. 

which that they helde to their aduerſitee, 
Seine Diracuſans as they faught on þ ſee 


But the cauſe of this diſconfiture, 

as was tolde to Alctbiades, (uenture 
Mas by thꝛe Captatnes though thier miſa. 
which in their leding were found recheles, 
The chick of them named Demoſthenes, 
the tother called, the ſtoꝛye telle th vs, 
The tone Aicias the tother Lamachus, 


Alcſbiades hauing herof tyding, 

to auenge hys w2ong put him ſelf in piceg, 
Ok Lacedemopn he goeth firſt to the king, 
which of trouth was called Agides, 

Bel —— him to graunt to his encres, 
Certaine ſouldeours out of his countre, 
Fo: to wettape Athenes the Cite. 


Thus he ware ſtrong of noble pꝛouidenee, 
had great people vnder hys gouernaunte, 
And like a duke made ſtrong in his defence 
By pcople gadꝛed to hys obe pſaunce, (lice 
p other pꝛinces which were of high puiſſa 
Gan haue enup of wylkul krowardnelle, 

aud to maligne age in his high nobleſle. 


Fo: ſeeld oꝛ neuet in any region, 
pꝛoweſſe of armes, nobleſſe of cheualtyt, 
Encreace in riches,repozt of high renoun, 
fame of cunning in craft oz in clerate, 
Map no where dwel without ſome entre, 
From whoſe malice as folke expett map (e, 
Daue only wzetches no man hath libertet. 


Foꝛ which this pzince as put is in memo!) 
Eſcaped not foz al hys high parage, 

but that ſome enuiedat hys gloꝛpe, 

Fo2 in thys life no man hath auauntage, 
agein tonges noz odious falſe language, 
To ſtop ſuch venom this the beſt obſtacle, 
that men with ſufferalice tepꝛe their triacic 


The clere pꝛoweſſe of Altibiadeg. 
Natned the nobleſſe of other princes al, 
His eure hym raiſed vp to ſo great encres, 
to the Higheſt trone of foztunes hal. 
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Suche fatallgrace is bntohym fall, 
that in tho dapes playnly this no fable, 
there was in knighthode none to * _ 
e. 
In his exple ſo clere his renoune (hone, 
andthzough Gꝛett gaut his gret bꝛightnes 
Zs doth a Rubpe aboue eche other ſtone, 
net foʒ to clips and ſhadow his woꝛthine s, 
Lacedemonots dyd theit bultnes, 
Such as might not to his noble ſſe attain, 
by falſe repozt his renoun ſo reſtrayne, 


1 waite was lapde to take hym at miſchteke, 
and many traines wer ſerched out 4 ſoughc 
Of entent to put hym at tepꝛeke. 

rut al þ cuet again him the: haue wꝛought 
gt the ende the purpoſe came to nought, 
F03 god pꝛouide th of his magnifiſence. 
again ſuche malice to ſaue innolence. 


de was likely to fall in great daunger, 
Lacedemonots gan ſo at hym diſ dapne, 
becauſe his honoꝛ 4 nobleſTe ſhone ſo clere, 
That to his fone it was a deadlp payne, 
Ind thus his lyfe Node in no certaine, 

Fo: albeit he manly was and wiſe, 

he knew nothing their purpoſe noz malice, 


Fe had almoſt pwarned be to late, 

and lite to haue ſtond in great perplexitie, 

Ind moꝛe his grace and foztune tabate, 

by thoccaſton of his great beautte, 

Pe with the quene was waren full pzitife, 

Fo: in her grace ſo well ſtode there none, 

which gaue hym warnyng of them þ were 
(his fone, 

And by the counſayle onely of the quene, 

f:o Lacedemoyn he wiſel y tookehis flight 

Toward Athens, a thought he would lene 

bis own countre p. ful like a manly knight 

ithough they had not gouerned the artght, 

towardes him be ing in diſtreſſe, 

To auenge bis wꝛõg he did the no dureſſe. 


10; he thought it was again nature, 
tobe vengeable, oꝛ ſhew his crueltie, 
bythoccaſion of any auenture, 

©: gin a warre vpon his countrep: 
His natife bloud meued him to pitte: 
Ind of very naturall gentlenes, 


The caſe was this fo: ſhozt concluſion, 
how kyng Darpe with great appar ay le, 
Thought to warrey of tndignacion, 
Them of Athens and thetr towne taſſayle, 
And in purpoſe pꝛoudly to pꝛeua ple, 
TiTaferncs a pztnce of areat putTaunce, 
Ok Daties power had al the gouernaunce. 


Final cauſe and ground of all this warre, 
that Darius gan on them ſo haſtely, 

And that he ſent his putTaunce fco ſo farre 
foz to deſtrope Athens vtterlp, 

was to hold vp and ſuſtame the partie, 

Ok Lacedemoyne, which ok old hatrede. 
wer euer enutous them toppꝛeſſe in de de. 


But by meane of Alcibiades, 

and his treate founded on pꝛudente, 
CTiſſaternes inclined to the pees, 
Ther by in partie tappeaſe his violence, 
Ind all was done of noble pꝛoutdence: 
and fro the place to which he was cxpled, 
He to Athens ſhould be reconciled, 


Unto the citie he did lignifpe, 

bow Darius had made his oꝛdinaunte, 
And by his letters he gan them ſpecikpe, 
Ik they would ſtonde at his gouernaunce, 
to condtſcende plainly in ſubſtaunce, 

he would labour and no lenger tare, 

to make accozdtwene thẽ and king Darie. 


This was the meane that he ment, 

within Athens that the Senatours, 
ſhould of the citie after theyzententr, 

Yaue full Loꝛʒdſhip ⁊ be their gouernours. 
But as clere wether troubled ay w ſhours 
right ſo bnwarelp within that royal town, 
Though thts treat fyll at diſcencion, 


The commoners gan ſodeinly diſde pne, 

to be ſo thꝛalled vnder ſubteccion, 

And ſo by aſſent the commons did oꝛdeyne, 

Onely tappeaſe all falſe diſſencion, 

fo: to reuoke agapne into they; towne, 

Alcibiades as they thought it mete, 

thzough his pzudence tolet them in quiete. 
Q.f, pit 


was debonayze again their vnkindnes, 
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The thirde 


Fſtſt in his compng mine autoz doth repoꝛt 
he was made Duke agein of that citie, 
Ind gan the partte of commons toſuppozr, 
and them reſtoze tothey; old libert ie, 
wherethꝛouah p ſenate dꝛedina 8 cõmdtte 
Fled into exyle full etre out of all pꝛees, 
Onelp fo: dꝛede of Alcibiades. 


They ſtode that time in ſo great diliopnt, 
their towne de uided and out of gouernace 
That thet wer b:ought euen to the poynt, 
to yeld the citie vnto the obeylaunce 

Ok Lace de moin, thzoughe their vnhapppe 
within thfſelf whan thet ga debate (chance 
Under their Duke p ſenate bare ſuch hate 


But the commons cheſe tn their defence, 
Flcibtades to gouerne that viage, 

and tothe ſea with coſt and great difpence, 
Without abode he holdeth his paſſage. 

In mighty ſhippes made koꝛ auauntage: 
well cnarmed,and calt( yfhe might.) 
Wuth Lacedemonops p2oudly fo: to fight, 


Thꝛe mightte captatns wer on þ other ſide: 
the firit zeſtro, Bochas telleth thus : 

And the ſecond that was their 102d guide 
called Midarus, the third Pharbanazus, 
Onß lea and lond in armes ful pompous, 
But of his knighthode and magnantmite, 
Ilcibtades toke them al thꝛee. 


Strong was the fight oꝛß they were take, 
ok all their meyne away there ſcaped none, 
the Duke ß day gan ſuch a ſlaughter make. 
Ok high pꝛoweſle vpon his moztall fone, 
Caſt ouerboozd almoſt euerichone. 

Ind after that whan he came to lond. 

a new battaple met hym on the ſtrond. 


Such walt was layd about hym enuiron, 
ok his enemies by ſodein auenture, 

But of Athens this mig htte champion, 
which might in armes moſt ſouerainelp ene 
made of his fone a great diſcofiture, (dure 
Thus in ſhoꝛt time this pznce in his eſtate, 
On lond and water was twiſe laureate, 


And aftcr that be liſt not foz to ceaſe, 
no2 tabyde the ſpace ofhalfe a dape, 


The common pofit of hie town tencreale, 
toward Aſie he toke the right way. 

And townes.caſtels,that wer take awap, 
whtch appertayned to Fthens of riahe, 

He gate agein full lyke a manly kupght. 


Mauger al that to hym wer contrary, 

02 wzought agein him by rebellion, 
Th:wughout al I ſte in the lond of Darpe, 
he knightiy bꝛought them to lubteccion, 
Igeyn whoſe ſweoꝛd halpe no pꝛotection. 
And final labour was of his entent, 

The common pꝛolit of his town to augmft 


Ind with this glozy and with this nobleſſe, 
he to Athens repaited is agein, 

And al the citte with cop a great gladneſſe, 
came out to mete him vpõ a wel facre plam, 
And that his triũphes (houldopely be ſeine 
both olde and young with full glad viſages 
Ok theyz goddes bꝛought out the xmages, 


This was their crye 4 noiſe of all the prees, 
victozious pꝛince whoſe ttiumphes marcial 
hal euer be long with laud + newencreaſs 
Tokoꝛe the goddes which been tmmoztall, 
welcom welcom our pzotectour 4 our wall 
ſhielde of our welfare agein al violence, 
Phebus of knighthode x [werde . 
ence 
Thus with their gods thet made hym egal, 
by vncouth pꝛayſig of Paganiſmes rightes 
Like as he had be very immoꝛtall, 
and ſange refreites to cõmend his merites 
and tenhance His alozye ther ſet al theit de⸗ 
And with the light of etecnall fame (Iptes 
let vp toꝛches toenluimine with his name, 


Thus certain dayes thei halowed of entit 
though all the citte foz his high pzowelle, 

tyll foztune hath his eyen blent; 

With newfauour of wozldly falſe witnes, 
Foz all her ſuger is meynt with bitternes, 

a baite of honep ſhad out at pꝛime face, 
With moztal venime hid vnder to manact. 


Foꝛ in his higheſt climbyng bp aloft, 
and in thaſcence of foztunes whele, 
After her cuſtome as ſhe hath full ofte, 
whan he beſt wend foz to ſtond wele, 
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Booke. 


he dꝛe w het kauour from him euery dele, 
made the people vnde r bis obeyſaunce, 
to fall in mil chiet foꝛ lacke of gouernaunce 


Thus fro this Duke foztune gan to batte, 
and his nobleſſc go backe and cke fayle, 
ruhan kyng Citus ſucceſſour to Darye, 
full bnwarelyfyl on Him in bateatle, 

znd gan his knightes pꝛoudly to allayle. 
whan he diſpurueyed, voyde of pꝛouidence, 
was oucrlayde to make teſiſtente. 


#o: fmally this Alctbiades, 

at miſchief take which he might not recure, 
tha though ve ingloꝛy he was made rechles 
pis noble eſtate teftablth and aſſure, 
Lacke ol foꝛeſight cauſed his diſcomfiture « 
Ind to encreaſe of moze aduerſitie. 
Santſhed again out of his citie. 


Thus defaced and clipfed was his gloꝛp. 
his titie put in ſtraunge gouernaunce, 

By Lace demonops atter they? victoꝛpe, 
So that he knew no maner cheuiſaunce, 
to tefoutme his vnhappy chaunce: 

Saue fo2 retute m yne autoz doth rehearſe 


how that he tled vnto the byng of Perſe, 


from Athens of new he was eryled, 

and thirt ie perſons furious and vengeable, 
Chaſe in theyz citie as Bochas hath cõpiled 
the town gouerned albe they wer not able, 
Uſpng a maner hatetull and repzeuable, 
thzough their rauine tẽ poueriſh ther citie, 
athyng moſt odtous to all commontie, 


I wozne of dzede was bꝛed vp in their hert 
wthichſuffrednot them to liue in pees, 
Imong themſelt whan they dyd aduert, 
The great pꝛudence of Alcibiades, 

Pow in man hode he was peerles, 

Lyſt he would after foꝛ al theyꝛ multitude, 
dnygbtly acquite their ingratitude. 


And ok aſſent to abꝛidge his line dayes, 
they againe hym of malice haue conſpyzcd, 
Ifter his exyle to make no delayes, 

fo: tarccompliſhþ thei long haue deſpzed, 
with bꝛennyng hate their hertes falſly fired 
To murthet by enuy cauſeles agayn right, 


Fol. Itrxit. 
Ileibiades the noble woꝛthy knyght. 


Thus the time appꝛoched and the date, 
terme afoze ſet by conſlellacion, 

Ok his parodye and his liues fate, 

Which was concluded as made is mencios 
by cruel! murther to his deſttuccton. 
(Alas) what pꝛince vith gold 02 fouldyours 
may him pꝛouide gain taiſe conſpiratours? 


Foꝛtune ot new gan at him enchace, 

from her tratnes that he ne ſcape might, 
Dayly purſued from place ay vnto place. 
thꝛow Perſe + Meede though he wer out of 
til p his enmies filon hi by night {ſyght, 
ſleping alas) to ſoone they wer ſped, 

whan thei him fond thei bꝛet hem in his bed. 


Thus by murder they2 purpoſe was atche⸗ 
alas it was to ho:rible a dede, (ued 
So good a knight. ſo wel in armes pꝛeued, 
So tenoumed, ſo famous in manhead, 

fo2 to be bꝛent among the coles read, 

firſt vnwarely in his bed ptake, 

and ſo conſume d among the {ſmokes blake, 


This was the ende of Alcibtades 

which in knighthode was moſt ſouerepne, 
in warte a Lion, and a lambe in pees, 

Is Pars victoztous his fate ſo did oꝛdeyn 
to fames palace he flecth W winges twein, 
ſone to Minerua to ſpeake of high pzudFce 
And like Mercurye bynotable cloquence, 


ere Bochas maketh an erclama⸗ 
cton vpon the death of Alcibiades, 


C The. xvt. Chapter. 


Fatal ſuſiten which ſpan 
his lyues th:ede, 
So ſhoꝛt aterme 

why dtd ye determine, 
to ſuffer hym bꝛen among the coales rede? 
ye wer to haſty to bꝛeake 4 bntume ſchme 
his web of knighthode p thtoughÞ woꝛld did 
And caſt of nobleſſe his bemes out ſo clers 
Alas that euer he fyl in pour daunger. 


Out on Stix. and out on Atrapos, 
Qu. 
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That haue of malice lain ſo good a knight 
out on you thꝛe that kepe youre ſelf ſo cloſe, 
Doughters ycalled of the darke night. 
Ind thou Lethum þ queinteſt eke the light, 
Ok Alcibiades mittout and lanterne, 
to ſpeake in knighthode how mT ſhould the 
(gouerne. 
ve ſley the woꝛthy, a wetches pe do ſpare, 
Ther ſites liueth, He ctoꝛ is lain i dede {bare 
your funeral ſmokes maketh cremes now ſo 
to tace vp Cedꝛes their bꝛaunches map not 
pe pal p lautet pe make p firſes ſede (ſpꝛede 
Full litie thanke in kingdomes ye deſcrue, 
Caprifs to foſtet, and do the woꝛthy de tue. 


Alcibiades is paſſed into fate, 

light of knighthode. liaht clipſed in ð ſhave 
the Parcas ſuſtten to ſone (ct his date, 

ol hig hich nobleſſe to make the laurer fade 
E accd2monois of his death wer glade, - 
funeral fr:e his body hath defycd, 

Fo; high pꝛowelle his ſoule ſlellined. 


C Lennoxe, 


AH as this tragedy doth my hert to blede 
My pe nne quaketh of ruth and of pit ie 

In my wit yng whan that J take hede, 

To ſee the ſtraunge fearcful diuerſit ie, 

Ot all wozldlp vnſute felicitic, 

How fromthetr ſees ſhoztly to compꝛehend 

frowatd foztune doth punces down delcẽd. 


Alcibiades of coꝛage and of manhede, 

as is rehearſed in bokes pe map ſee, 
Okgentlencs and ok goodlthede, 

Of ſemelnc s of fredom of bountie, 

Ok high pꝛudence and magnantnutte, 
was molt famous as autours hym cõmend 
Pettrd his ſeat foztune made him delrẽd. 


All the people both of Petſe and Mede, 
whylc he gouetrned Athens the citie, 

Code in his danger 4 aa his ſwerd to dꝛede, 
Aud all that wer tebell to his countrey, 

He chaſteſed them in their moſt crueltie. 
But wha his fame gan higheſt vp to aſced, 
down krõ het wheic loꝛtune made hi delcẽ d 


Murder a treaſon w pꝛet t ſed frendlthede 
Outward faire chere, couett iniquutte, 


The thirde 


Pleaſaunce in ſpeche and bnder þ fatſheys 
Pony ſhedout ſharpe tapled like a Bee, 

Song of Sirenes to dzowne men in ſee 
In one combined ther malice can extende 
to cauſe pztnces doun fro theit ſees delcẽd, 


Noble pꝛinces that ſe ſo much and tede, 
remembzing ſloues of antiquitte, 

afoze pꝛouidyng that treaſon not pꝛocede, 
Be aye moſt dꝛe de full in hic h p:oſperitie, 
let othets {allyng a mircouc to pou be, 
The turne of fo:tune al autcurs repꝛehend 
Foz who ſit higheſt is rcavieſt to delcende, 


¶ Here Bochas wꝛiteth agapne the 
dely;es cf people. 


¶ The. x vu. Chapter, 


mazketh mencion, 

That wozldly folke moſt fernently deſxye, 
To haue in loꝛdſhip great exaltacion, 
And vp to climbe in their entencton, 
Ok woꝛldly woꝛ ſh ip to the Higheſt place, 
all earthly treaſour at once to enbzace, 


The feruent flame of their gredy deſpes. 
In much gathzing tindeth no ſuffiſaunce, 
Their hungry etikt kyndleth ſo the fiers, 
Ok Auarice by long continuaunce, 
That their thyzſt of wondly habundanee, 
On Tantalus riuer abꝛaydeth cuet tn one, 
dzountd in dꝛinking and deme their partes 
| (none, 
There mai no treaſoꝛ their dꝛopſy wellſtich 
moꝛe thet dzinke p moꝛe thet thy2ſt in ded? 
In Tagiis floudes p depper þ thet launcht 
the greter dunes doth in their bꝛeſtes b2ede 
The higher water an ebbe moſt they dz2ede, 
falſc indigẽ ce theic heart hath ſo cofotided 
At the fulicſt ſces they leme their barge is 
(grounded, 
Thus ech man would to gret riches atten 
with ſuffiſance but fewe hold them conti, 
who moſt aboũdeth now ratheſi wil copicin 
foz lack of good(alas)how thet be blẽt (ſpit 
whec Mal ther gavzig,wherſhalther 7 
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Booke. 


Sum one pareas ſhal th therof diſcharge 
vb thet moſt hate #ſpend it out at large. 


NUithin a body but litle of ature, 

cage s grow bp to great magnificence, 
Which vp taſſende do they: buſy cure, 
Ind in their climbyng # tranſitoꝛp aſcence 
hauyng an hope of woꝛldly apparence, 

Ike as nothig they2 puiſſace might trouble 
nothyug aduertyng how foztune is double, 


Some ſet their toye in coqueſt ⁊ in wartes 
to enbꝛace all earth vnder their purſſaunce, 
Lptze as they myght reche aboue Þ ſtarres, 
Co bꝛing down heaut᷑ vnto their obetſaũce 
but yt their power wer weyed in balaunce, 
And counter we ped ariqht in theyꝛ memoꝛp 
thet ſhould wel finde þ al ts but vapngloꝛp. 


what may auatle the their fetherbeds ſoft, 
ſhetes ot reme s,. long. large, and wyde, 
druerſe deuiſes o2 clothes chaung d oft, 
Oz bictous mepny walkyng by the yz ſyde: 
Uoyde of vertue, ambicious in theyꝛ pꝛyde, 
which cauſeth pꝛice s by repoꝛt of ſuch fame 
koꝛ the yz millyuyng to haue an heup name. 


Ind thus fo: lacke of vertudus dilygence, 

though falſe luxurye + frowarde ydlenes, 
Ind vp flatterers the outragious expence 
ſuppoztof wzong oppreſſing rightwiſenes: 
where Leſingmongers haue an tntereſſe, 
whom to luſte in whan pzinces do their cure 
god wil not ſuffer þ thei ſhaillong endure, 


Office of pꝛinces is to ſuppoꝛt right ſtrein 
dis werd of knight hode fro wꝛonges to re⸗ 
Þpooze releuing toppꝛeſſe tht not might 
His old letuantes wel pꝛeued not diſdayn, 
D(s haſty rigour + his vengeaunce ſodain, 


let mercy temper to dome 02 he pꝛocede, 


And god ſhall quite him whan he * moſt 
nede. 
Here John Bochas ſpeaketh agein 
pdlenes,rehearſyng how ſome me 
haue toye in one ſcyence, and 
ſome in another. 


¶ Tye. x vii. Chapter. 


Vne aucfour Bochas 
103 9 . a teheatlaple, 

2} meſchewyng 

offroward ydlencs, 

that vnto vertue nought may more auayle, 
Than diligent labour and honest buſtnes, 
and fo concludyng ful plainly doth exp2eile 
cuery mi reioyſeth thts (erence is not glo 
to do ſuch thig to which he is diſpol ed. (ed 


Some haue toy by heauenly influence, 
to know the courſe aboue celeltiall, 

And ſome of knighthode do their diligence, 
to pꝛeue themſelf in actes marctall, 

And ſome reioyce in theit ente nt finall, 

in eloquence ſome ànd in Philoſophte, 
Some aboue all to tudy in Poetrie. 


The hardy knight is ſeruãt to. S.Geozge, 
meuing ok plancts ſearcheth thatronomer, 
Martes ſmith labaureth in his fo:ge, 
Darneys of ſtecle maketh tharmouter. 
But the dcutſcr by diligent cntere, 

by freſhe contriumg out of the old entaple, 
Jindeth new deuiles ok plate 4 cke of maile 


The labourer ſet wholy his pleaſaunce, 
to tilth of lond in time to ſow his greine, 
Teneteaſe his ſede by pcrely habundaunce 
And that his plough labour not in veyne. 
Caſting his ſcaſos of dzought x eke ot rein 
and Poetes to ſit in their libzarie, 

deſyꝛe ok nature to be ſolitarie. 


Such as mf loue, ſuch thig thei vndertake 
fiſh oꝛ foule, oꝛ hunt with their houndes, 
Some of wulle ſondꝛy clothes make, 
byphiloſophers was foũd cut fitſt Þ orciids 
and of ai ſtudy ther [et out firſt the boũdes. 
cauſed Poetes plainly to conclude, 

out of all pꝛees to liue in folttude, 


Logiciens delite in argumentes, 

Philoſophers in vettucus liuyng, 

and Legiſtres folowyng their ententes, 

Greatly recoxce in lucre and winning. 

Phiſictous trauayle fot geatting. 

and ol Poetes this the ſubtyl fourme, 

By new inuc ncion thinges totranſfourme 
Q. ul. Poetes 


Fol. rt. 
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The thirde 


Poetes ſhould eſchew all pdſeness, 
walke by rtucrs and welles chziſtalline, 

to hte moſitatnes a mozow ther cours dꝛeſſe 
the miſt defted wan Phebs firſt doth ſhine 
Study in bokes of moꝛall diſcipline, 
Nothyng couct but ſet thetr entent, 

With moderate foode toz to be contente. 


Their ehiek labour is vices to repzeve, 
With a maner couett ſimulitude: 

And none eſtate with their language greue 
by no rebukmg oftermes dull and rude, 
what cuer thet vozite on vertue ap coclude, 
Appar2e no man tn no maner wiſe, 

This thoſtices of Poetes that been wiſe, 


CLenuoye, 


PD deſcriue the diſpoſicion 

Of al Poetes by olde oꝛdinaunce, 
Thet ſhould be qutet fro wozldly mocion, 
Indit ſequeſter out of their remembzanice, 
Fare competente Vnto the ſuſtenaunce, 
dꝛintze wine amdg to quicken thett diligẽ te 
ſuppoꝛt ot pꝛinces to find the their diſpece. 


Fo; they that lacke land and poſſeſſion,. 

Ind can cf lucre no manet cheuiſaunce, 

their cofers void their purſe turnde vp ſo» 
X want vitatle to find the in ſubſtãce ( doũ 
Their coꝛage dulleth, thet faile colitenatice 
What might belt their ſoꝛowes tecompẽ te: 
ſuppoꝛt of pzinces to find th their diſpẽce. 


Loꝛdes in earth haue domtnacion, 

Men of the church, or gold haue abotidice, 
d knight getteth good thzow his high renoti 
marchãtes w gein geat great acquamtance 
but poꝛe poets god ſheld thẽ fro miſchaũce, 
Map now a dates fo2 the impotence, 

fo; lacke ot ſuppoꝛt go begge their diſpence. 


Dant in Ttaile,Uirgfl in Rome towne, 
Pettrarłk in Floꝛence, had al his pleaſaunce, 
And pꝛudent Cheucer in Bzutes Albion. 
like his deſy2e found vertuous ſuffiſaunce, 
fredome of loꝛdſhip we ped in their balance 
becauſe they flouted in wiſedom à ſcience, 
ſuppoꝛt cf pʒꝛinces found the their diſpence 


O wel of kredom encline thene eares dodon 
Andorf thy bountie geue ſome attendauncs 
To heare of mercy my ſupplicacton. 

In relcutng of my heartes greuaunte, 
oppꝛe ſſed with pouert a can no puruepanee 
Saue to reſozt ta thy magnificence, 
Onlp by ſupport to find me my dilpence, 


Chowe Macheus Duke of Chertage foz 
oppꝛeſſiũõ x tirann was he wen tuto peces, 


¶ The. xi Chapter. 


Dan Bochas had 
ceherſed of Poctes, 
% Thepꝛ ſtraunge ſtudp 


. 8. 

And theyꝛ deſires ok ſolttarye | 

in plcaſat places to make their dwellinges 
Beſide tiuets and vwholſom well lpunges, 
which accopliſhed,he gan his penne auance 
puuces of Aft cike to put tn remembzance, 


Ind while de did his bufy diligence, 
Their pitcous falles to put tn memozy, 
Firſt there came twapne vnto his p:eſence, 
They: old nobleſſe appalled and thetr glozy 
TUhich as him ſempt within a territozte, 
Ofaffrike boundes lonayng to Chartage, 
Did firſt appere moſt deadly of viſage, 


The tone of them was named Machens, 
Duke of Chartage,of à ft rike loʒd andſire 
His ſonne alſo called Cartalus, 

whylom chiet pzince and biſhop cke of Tire 
But Macheus which held the great empire 
Ok all Iffrike fo: his pompous outrage, 
exyled was foz ener out of Chartage, 


which cauſed him in hert he was not mery 
but ay remembzed vpon his fell bani(hing 
gathꝛed his people within the lond of Dury 
And in the field while he lap hoſtyng, 
Caſt hym fully to make no tat ing. 

But in all haſt of knightly fell cozage, 
Mauger his eumtes teſozt vnto Chartage, 


Tauenge his exile his heart was ſet afyy, 

and his entent moze to foztifpe, 

De ſent in haſt his lettets doun to wr 
0 


Booke. 


co Cartalus that he ſhduld hym hye, 

Ind bꝛing with him al the cheualt te, 

Of his citte in ſtele armed clene, 

vis fathers partie to holde vp and ſuſtene. 


But whan this biſhop knew holy ß manere 
Ind this purpoſe which ye haue herd deutſe 
he conſidzed how that time of the pere. 
Ndeined was to doe ſacrifice, 

After the rites ot their Palmin viſe, 

Co Hercules, which in that citte, 

Woue all gods had the ſouer aintte. 


whoſe feaſt was hold ſpace of cettein dates 
which fo: to halow he nedes muſt entend, 
and by the cuſtome make no delayes, 

But that he mult therto coudeſcende. 

Ind leuet he had his father tofende, 
Is in ſuch caſe than though negligence, 
vnto his goddes foz to do offence, 


Wherof his father had indignacton, 

the caſe arrecting to unzindnes 

Indtherof cauohr a great occaſion, 

Igein his ſonne of froward viifutnes, 

fo; princes oft of furious haſimes, 

Will pike a quarell cauſe les in ſentente, 

agcin folke ablent though there ve none of: 
(kence, 

Ind ſome tonges venemous of nature, 

whan they percetue that apzince is meued, 

Tagregate his pꝛe do tiheit buly cure, 

falſe lanauage to make him moꝛe greued 

But there is no poylõ ſo wel expett noꝛ pʒe⸗ 

As is of tonges the hateful violence, (ued 

namely than pꝛiuces lit yeue the audit ce. 


The feaſt accompliſhed ol mighty Hercules 
Jl tnnocent of double 02 falle meanyng, 
This ſayd biſhop of wil not rechles, 

Came to his father without moe tarping. 
Chaunged nother habitc noꝛ clothyng, 
with al thenſignes, and in the ſame wyſc. 
Zs he tofoze had done ſacrifice, 


Anon his father made no delape, 

Without excuſe it would be no bet. 

ol haſty tancout the ſelf ſame dape, 

Made hym be hanged bpon an hye gibet, 
Law and tuſtice wer both aſyde fer, 


Fl. xci. 


And tirannp moſt furtous and wode. 
to do vengeaunce in trouthes place ſtode. 


Who tan oꝛ may tt tantes wel deſ criue, 
thoſe matciai (wet des, whet ep foꝛ bẽaace, 
ther bloudy thyꝛſt doth thꝛow ther berts cue 
their eates ay opt᷑ to heate of fore riutchace: 
their kurts mirth therr moꝛtal wode rte fate 
thetr pale ſimiuima, their laughter of fais i). 
cocludeth cuet vp lome ctuel dede. tre 


Thel be miniiters to Pareas ſuſtten the 
to vnt wine p thzedes of folkes here mg 
And very coſins thzough haſty crueltec, 
Unto the wode furies tnfernall. 

childzen to Pluto of vengeauoce marciz!!, 
which fo2 their vices(but thei bert thT ole) 
Shall turne in hell on Jxions wohele. 


Thus Matheus father meſt bnkende, 
Like ſuch a tirant (hed out his crueltic, 
Ts pe haue heacd,and attet as 7 fynd, 
Ok furious heart and of old enmitte, 
By koꝛce is entred Chartage the citie, 
And ſlough al tho in his hatetull pꝛe. 
that hym afoze had cxpledinto Tire « 


1:0Uught 8fter wyl and nothing after right 
gan rob andſpoyle þ noble famous tawne, 
Which made htm hated in the peoples ſight 
Fo: his outrage and great exto2cion, 
Hauyng no tope no2 conſolacton, 

TWithen hes heart plainly no: aladnes, 
Saue like a tirant the pe9; le to oppzeſſe, 


The people of Chartage ſoꝛe qa to cõplein 
vpon their miſchicf and deſolacion, 

And Bochas waitcth rehearſpng in certain 
Wil is a ſtepmother of wet and of reaſon, 
And where that pzinces haue dominacion, 
and by falſe pfliage to riches clim be vp faſt 
truſt right wel ther loꝛdſhip may not laſte. 


The great power of woꝛldly excellente, 
noꝛ their acctoctung ot tempoza!! riches, 
wha thei be ticantes may ſtõd in no defence 
And kroward wyll ruleth theyꝛ hy zhues. 
Fo2 what is loꝛdſhip platinty to cxpꝛo lle, 
— this woꝛd Here ik it be de ler ned: 
due of Þ people whan they be wel geuerner; 
Fo; 
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The therde 


Foꝛ tiranny and falſe oppꝛeſſton 

cauſeth pꝛinces to ſtond in great hatrede. 
And what is woꝛth theit dominacion 
Without loue let pꝛeue it at a nede, 

men fo: a time may ſuffer them and dꝛede. 
But whan that dꝛede conſtreined is 4 gone 
than is a pance but a man alone. 


Se an example of Macheus of Chartage 
fo: al his caltcls and towꝛes made of ſtones 
Foz his opp2* iTion. Vengeance and outrage 
d people of Iffrike roſe on him al at ones, 
and hugh aſonder his fleſh xeke his bones 
caſt them plainlyon him thet wer ſo wode, 
vnto their goddes to offer vp his blode, 


The people dempt of moꝛtall crueltte, 

there was none ok rig ſo picaſat noꝛ coue⸗ 
vnto their gods to pleſe their dettie (nable 
As bloud of tirantes which ß be vengeable 
Thus crucl pꝛintes make p people vnſtable 
of neceNiite which ought to be complayned 
to wꝛekt their wars þ thet be coſtreined, 


Loe here the end ok Macheus the ty2zaunt, 
which doth to pꝛinces ful well exemplikpe, 
To god aboue how it is not pleaſaunt, 
The in to delite in no ſuch robberye, 

noꝛ pyll the people by no falſe tirannye, 
No: fo2no tales be haſty of vengeaunce, 
fo2 all luche thing to god is diſplealaunce, 


CLenuoye, 


Red and tonſidꝛed this ſayd tragedy, 
\heweth to pxtnees a mtrrour ful notable 

How the l ther rigour ſhal tempꝛe ⁊ modify 

oꝛ thet pꝛoc ede fo2 to be vengeable. 

Fo2 in a pence it is right commendable, 

Bancour ot heart, ot che re, and of cozage, 

fo: to deferre tyll that their pꝛe all wage. 


Their haſty pꝛe, their ſodayn me lancolpe, 
their colerck fumes,their fury vnreſtreina⸗ 
their vnqueint fires w tlame of tit àny (ble 
@Thetr fret ing etik of hate incomparable. 
Like beſtialf Tigres like Lions vntretable 
Ne wyl not ſuTer their internal rage, 

de fette their domes tyll they yze aſl wage. 


The roral Lion ok moꝛtal gentrie, 

among beaſtes of foꝛce incomparable. 
Pꝛeueth not his power noꝛ his regallye, 
gein beſtes pꝛaſſt rate which be not deffſable 
And mightie pꝛinces ſhoul d in caſe (fblable 
Fo? (nnocentes take mercy in moꝛ gage, 


' Reſpittng tigout till them pze aſſwage. 


The ſpartle ofvegeace ts quicked in partie 
by windes koure fel, and abhominable, 

bla? of det traction, and blaſt of klattrie, 

blaſt ot fals rouners that fozge many fable 
X blaſt of bꝛibours moſt victous 2 culpable 
W ſmoke ſlatidcrs # felonous fals viſage 
cauleth in pztnces their pꝛe mape neuer aſs 


Foꝛ which let punces of noble nin; 
beware of tonges double and decepuable, 
Which with their v2ntm infect ech copany, 
The vz poynant poyſon ts ſo penetrable, 
to folke abſent it is miſcheuable, 
So depe fretteth their ſerpentine langags 
cauſyng in pꝛinces they: pꝛe map ncuet aſs 
Noble pꝛinces let vertue magnifye, 
your hiob eſtates to make pou merciadle, 
Foz mozail Sencck doth clerely ſpe cifye, 
the thꝛone of pꝛinces by clemence ts made 
bẽgeante delayed to god is agreabl: (ſtable 
And haſty rtgour doth outragious damage 
whan huͤble requeſtes pour yze may —— 
( 


| Wage. 

¶ Vow the ſubſtance of the hooſt of Imiulco 
Duke of Chartage going to coquere Cl: 
cile died of peſtilẽ ce, a after, hilelf (lain, 


¶ The. xx. Chapter. 


Fter theſe noble 

'mightee pztnees tweine, 

Next in oꝛder 

with pale and dead viſage, 

tokoꝛe Tohn Bochas A milco gan complain 
the vnhappy fall of his fatall paſſage, 
whan he was ſent by autozttie of Chartage 
To conquere though his mighty puiſlana 
the lond of Cicile vnto their obepſance. 


They of Chartage had an opinion, 
that it was leful after their entent, 


Booke. 


without title of ryght o2 ot reaſon, 

Fhetr territoztes and boundes taugment, 
3ndfoz that cauſe Amileo they ſent, 

The mighty Duke their nobleſſe tauaunce 


which of Chartage had whole p gouernice 


Ind fo: he muſt paſſe by the ſee, 

toward Cicile this noble wozthy knight, 
Mith hym he led a full great armpe, 

choſe out of Chartage in ſtele armed bztghe 
thetr fone to cõquete of very fozce ⁊ might 
But foztune gan at hym ſo diſdayne, 


Chat to his purpoſe he neuer inight attain 


G2ound and gynning ok his deſtruccton, 
tobe remembꝛed ſhoꝛtly in ſentence, 
There kill ot the ay2e a great coꝛtupcton, 
Which that cauſed a full great peſtilence, 
among his me ny by vnware violence. 
And ſodacn miſchicf that is vpon him fall, 
He loſt almoſt his wozthy kuightes all. 


High al his people was ſlain in that mozein 
that with a ke w be left of his meyny, 
Inkoꝛtunate he turned is age pne, 

Pome to Chartage, and the p ok the citie, 
All cauſe les of haſty crueltte, 

Hathllain this Duke as Bochas doth com⸗ 
Loe voho may trult foztune any while. (pile 


¶ Dowe Hanyon Duke of Chartage 
was diſmembꝛed. 


C The. xxi. Chapter, 


TT fter whoſe death | 
anon there gan ſuctede. 


that called was Dannon, . 
Whiche purpoſed foꝛ tochaunge in dede. 
his name of Duke by falſe ambicton, 

And to be called thzoughout þ mighty toun 
king of Chartage, and therupon of pude, 
Co iind out wayes he felly gan pꝛouide. 


Fe was not content a Duke men ſhould hi 
but of Chartage foz to be named king (cal 


Ind uke his purpole that it ſhould fall, 
Fro day to daye the meanes compallyng. 


Fol. ci. 


How he might ful fyll thus vncouth thyng; 
Foꝛ to be crouned and retane in that londe 
And at the laſt this meane waye he tonde, 


He had a doughter, vonq and tender of age. 
Which of the people ſtode in great fauouc, 
And he him caſt to geue her in maciage. 
oa rong knyght,ſonne to a Senarour, 
WHich in the citie was a gouernour, 

And that his purpoſe might be ateepned, 
day of the matiage and time was o2dctned, 


Ind in his palace chief and pꝛinctpal, 
This ſayd Duke let make hig oꝛdmaunte, 
To hold a fcaſt full ſolemne and ropal, 
And uith great coſtes made his putut yaũce 
Ok ſondzy deinties which that in ſublaũce 
Met neceſſary in all manet thyng, 

Unto the feaſt of a wozthy king, 


He gaue in charge vnto his purue yours, 
That all wer redy agapne a certayne dape, 
And to his feaſt came all the Senatours, 
dwellyng in Chartage,there durſte no man 
ſt ot his purpoſe to make no delay (lay nay 
Though his fraude was not apperceiued, 
he caſt that date þ ſome ſhould be decemed. 


He conceiued in his inward entent. 

He to be king and retane in Chartage, 
The Senatours would neuer aſſent, 

to change their cuſtome no: their old vſage 
He durſt therof vtter no language. 

Kept him ſecrete without noyſe oz ſoune, 
And fully caſt hym to pꝛocede by treaſoun. 


Che next way he knew no better reve, 
Co his deſ pe than plainly to oꝛdeme. 
that ot Chartage the Senatours wer ded 


Chan wer he likely his purpoſe to atteyne, 


Foz to be crouned Loꝛd and ſcucteine, 
So taccompli his lud in all thyng. 
And in Chartage to teigne as loꝛde à king. 


Foꝛtf the Senate wer vtterly deſtroyed, 
He ſhould find no maner reſiſtence, 
Wherbp his pui pole ſhould be encloyed, 
Non dare ſaye napto his magntficence. 
Fo; in the poꝛayle there was no defence, 
And at this feaſi he call him to pꝛocede, _ 
l 
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The thirde 


All his entent to conclude in dede. 


His officers he made tobe ſwozne, 

to helpe deſtroy falſly by poyſon, 

The ſenatours of whom 7 ſpake tofone, 
and that their vitayle and deintes in foiſo, 
And cke they? wpnes koꝛ ſhoꝛt concluſion, 
ſhould with venim be intoricate, 


Though all the palace 4 ſpare none eſtate, 


Theſe officers hada conſcience, 

foꝛ to accom vliſh ſo hozrible a thyng, 

And ſcccely vnder great pꝛoutdente, 

to the ſenate therof they gaue warnyng. 
and whan thei knew this mortal copaſſing 
of Duke Hanno to eſchewen al affray, 
Thei put of pzudence the wedding in delay. 


Mherok this Duke gan haue ſaſpecrion, 
and this matter fyll in a maner dꝛede, 
Thought he would byſome colluſton, 
age yn Chartage moze moztally pꝛoce de. 
And gan call to help hym at his nede, 

of Maurttayne a kyng of great renoun, 
With hym by fo:ce to fall vpon the town, 


Made hym pꝛomes to his auauntage, 
fo: to make free diſtribucion, 

of the richeſſes,treaſours.andpllages, 
Mhich that he might fyndin the towne, 
Fo? viter kyne of hys entencion, 

was to deſttoye of wylfull crueltte, 


the famous Chartage the mighty ſtrõg citie 


Ok all the thꝛalles in the towne dwellyng. 
and ſuche as wer bozne of lowe ltnage, 
to (irenath his partie this was his work 
He made them all by moꝛtall fell outrage, 
within the mightie caſtel of Chartage, 
To kepe them cloſe of malice and enupe. 
agein the citie hymſelk to foztifye, 


But all foꝛ nought the mightie ſenatours, 
therof ware and of high pzudence, 

geyne his malice and al his falſe robbours, 
thet made the ſtrong. a though their pꝛoui⸗ 
In eſpectall to oꝛdeyne a defence: (dence, 
kyꝛſt on they: partie to let the commyng, 
Df Mauritapne the ſtrong cruel kyng, 


And of aſſent they lyſt not delap, 

but roſe at once and by areat ozdfnaunee, 
Their falſe Duke to vanquiſh andoutrap, 
hym x his cherles they bzought to vterance 
Fy!l vpon hym with a great puiſſaunce. 
And finally pꝛoceading of reaſon, 

this was his dome dy auiſe of al the towne, 


Fpiſt of thys Duke as it is remembꝛed, 

he was diſpoyle d. his doublet eke vnlaced, 
ioynt fro ioynt. he wen and dilmembzed, 
And from his head his epen out araced, 
And right as he had afoze compaſſed, 

To haue deſtroyed his own mightie towne 
as pe haue heard he recetued his guerdod. 


¶ Lenuope. 


This tragedy doth piteouſly complayne, 
And maketh a inaner lamentacion, 
ofthcle mightte riche pꝛinces t wayne, 
Slaine in Chartage as made is mencion, 
caufeles the tone, ſaue by thoccaſton, 
That peſtilence in his froward viage, 
ſlough al his people Þ wet bozn in Cartage 


Foꝛtune alſo gan frowardly dildayne, 
agein this ryche mightte Duke Yannon, 
wh an he of malice gan moꝛtally ozdayne, 
The Senatours to murther of his towne, 
at his feaſt by craft of falſe poyſon. 

As pe haue heard rehearſed his outrage, 
He was ageinward diſmebzed in Chartage 


who doth vengeãce bengeice ſhal attein 
in hygh eſtate without excepcion: 


ng And who of pitte vengeaunte doth reſtrety 


he (hall of mercy recexue the guerdon. 
Foz tyaht requirethof trouth and reaſon, 
cruel! pzunces (ſhall haue foꝛ thepꝛ wage, 
deth like this Duke dil mẽbꝛed in Chartage 


Noble pꝛinces do your beſt payne. 

foz to pꝛeſerue fro rebellion, 

the comon people which ſtond in no certain 
Urth euery winde turnyng vpſodowne, 
Aftet foꝛtune they chaunge affeccion, 
turnyng their hertes W triſt oz glad biſagt 
lite as the people did whilom in cet 


yoke. Jbl. xciii . 
CThe autout agayn couetous pedple, She fg eke nd2ife cfcontecke and ſtrife, 
maiſtres of murthet and wilfal violence, 


Ature that is content 


with litle thyng, 
8 N The wiſe ware, 
the circumlpect goddeſſe, 


which vnder god in heauen aboue refgning 
Che woꝛld to gouerne is called thempzeſſe 
mother of riche tes the firſt foundereſſe, 
which ſearched out dy her artificers, 

the ſtraunge treaſours hid in the miners, 


Chis noble Lady. this pzices moſt famous 
knowyng of man the vncouth condicions, 
Saw by expertence richeſſes wer nopous 
in hym te clipſe the diſpoſicions, 

Ind conuep his inclinacions, 

by a wꝛong way vertue to ſet a ſide, 
How couetous was a ful perilous guide. 


Fo; avartce to al dertues contrapꝛe, 

the gredy wozme,the ſerpet vnſtancheable 
Man to betraiſh with pꝛomiſe s debonapze 
at pꝛime faceſote and a greable, . (ble 
taught him of nature by craft moſt deceuas 
th:ow ſubtil ſet ching as it wer fo: p nones, 
{itt out of earth to delue pzectous tones. 


Of rich mines thei lerche out the entrafles 
to find out metals foz woꝛldly auauntages 
tontrued ſhippes with the it bꝛoad fayles, 
by ders ſees to make they: paſſages, 

And couetiſe oꝛdeined kyꝛſt viages, 

cauſed pꝛinces to ride in londes karte, 

tthe age in other fozto ginne a warte. 


Ok auariſe gan firſt theſe robberies, 

awayte of bʒigantes and all extoꝛt pulages, 

Murther (laughter and couert bziberies, 

Of oldcoatriued furious fell damages, 

wought and acheued in all maner ages, 
ow in theſe dates let ſet it at a pzefe, 

Ale couetiſe cauſed all ſuch mtſchieke , 


She was firſt roote of falſe extozcion, 

to ſpople the temple mother of rauine, 

And ſtierer bp firſt of oppzeſſion, 

do take by fo2ce this was her doctrine. 

And as mine autour doth plainly determine 
and concludeth in ful piteous wile, 

Foote of al cuil is falle couettſe. 


made men to teopar de, body good, and life, 
Cauſed daſcentton and diſobedtence, 
grutching of cõmũs W dꝛauaht of reuerece 
By tigoꝛous conſlremt ſodayn tebelltons, 
rumour in re almes vuware lubuerſions. 


This kroward dzagon ful of hidꝛopſie, 

whoſe fretting etik there mai no plentie fede 
To ſtaunche his th pꝛſt there is no remedye, 
the moꝛe he dꝛinketh p moꝛe he hath ay nede 
and p moꝛe treaſour Þ moꝛe he ſtat in dꝛede 
with Tantals though he ſwim in p floodes, 


in Midas welth plemcth koꝛ lack of goodes 


This woꝛm eke cauſeth p mẽ in thetr riches 
Daue dꝛede ok theues a night in their wal⸗ 
# if thet heare on cofer,bed,oz pꝛeſle (king 
Cat, Nat, oz Mous,o2 any woꝛme meuyng 
He weneth anon, within hymſelk dempng. 

that there were come with great apparayle, 
ſome vncouth pillour his treaſour to aſſail 


The wokul ſoule ſtondeth cuer in dꝛede. 
and ay abydeth in labour and trauaple, 
Ind ok the goodes vohiche he doth poſſede, 
kalleth in deſpapꝛe leſt thet would him fade 
Twene hope and dꝛe de there is ſuch batail 
though intermining eche other to confolld 
to be moſt gredy whan they moſt habound, 


Hope bnaſſured with dꝛede diſeſpayꝛed, 
meting in heartes make a moztall warre, 
whan hope pꝛeſumeth w d2ede he is apacred 
# like a cowarde maketh hym ſtand afarre, 
dull of his chere as is a cloudp ltacre, 
which dareth not ſhew Þ light of his treaſoꝛ 
But euer to encreaſe ſet wholy his laboz. 


He dare not touche thyng he loucthmoſt 

his cofers cloſe he ſhettes vnder key, 

Though he hath much he make tht teof no 

leſt foz his treſoꝛ me would hi warrey (bolt 

IE fo2 nede lytze as he would depe, 
eineth falſe pouert to ſpate his diſpence, 

Oppꝛe ſſing plentie with froward indigẽce 


Ind though his cheſtes heped be with gold, 


with pꝛon barres faſt het and cloſed: 
Falſe 


* 
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T he thtrde 


Falſe ſcarſitte gouerneth his houſeholde, 
That by none erceſſe he is not vndiſpoſed 
his indigent hert ſo ſtreitiy is enoſed, 

to Ercbus hep2e and yet wel woꝛſe in dede 
Jn greateſt riches to complaine vpon nede 


This Exebus hath(of y2on) not of ſtone, 
fo2 auariſe built a foule great cite, 

Where as the whele turneth of Frton, 
vnder the boundes of Theſtphone, 

where Siſiphus may neuer a day goe free, 
But with his ſtone continually trauapleth, 
and the moꝛe buſy,hts labour leaſt auapleth. 


Thus auariſe to vertue moſt contrarye, 
found among vices full contagious, 

Euer buſy the reſtles ſtone to carte,. 

Now vp now down with wery Siſiphus, 
M hole endles laboꝛ bꝛatde th on Theſeus, 
which held the bzidel of fruttles buſine s. 
condemned in hell to liue in Idlenes. 


Ol couetiſe the cruell mariner, 

is called Charon, which with Phlegonte, 
By many a ſtraite, and many fell daunger, 
ſaileth in the floudes of futious Acheronte 
Under that darked and cloudp Orszonte, 
where auariſe chees whilom niggardſhtp. 
fo; treaſure his coffers foz to kepe. 


Firſt to declare the labour in gathering. 
of couetous men, as it is in dede, 

Ind counterpetle how thetr ſtreite keping. 
is ever meint with (mpoztable dzede, 
Soꝛow at departing foꝛ their moztal mede 
which may be called of trouth and equitce, 
of Cerberus the waker heades thzee. 


The firſte head is bnſtauncheable defp2e, 
of woꝛldly goodes great riches to attaine, 
the moꝛe encreaſe the whoter is the ier. 
The letond head is the dzedfull payn, 
Which in keping his heart doth conſtreine. 
Unware departingthat ſodemlp doth fal, 
Js the third head that greueth moſt of all, 


Thys Waker woꝛme ß bereth theſe hedes 
is called the wozme of gredy couetiſe, (the 
Whoſe buſp conſtreint,reſtles perplexitee, 

@Troubleth the ſoule in full furious wyſe, 


Nich froward monſter plainly to de uife, 
b:apdeth on Hidꝛa, ot whom Poetes ſeyn, 
One head cut of the ce groweth thze agen. 


Euer at the tayle of plentte and richeſſe, 
ot cuſtome foloweth grutchyng andenuye, 
Fo he that hath of treaſour great richeſſe, 
Is ſeeld glad, as fo: is partie. 

Thus both twatne ond tn teopardie, 
the riche with plcntie hold Him not appayed 
And the ne dy with pouert is atraped. 


And vet in pouert is full great ſikernes, 
which is a treaſour that no man wyl aſſade 
As mine autour Bochas bereth witats, 
Amiclas among the poꝛaple, 

liued in peace ſure from all battale, 

Held him content th ſuch as god hym ſent, 
whan riche wer armed a to the werre wet, 


Ve ttuous pouert ſtãdeth euer in ſer taas 
to watche his houſe he hath but litle nede, 
But pꝛoud Pompey aſſeged in duras, 
for feare of Julius ſtode in great dꝛede. 
But people rude herof take none hede, 
ſuch as retopce them fo to ſhede blood, 

In ſtraunge wetres wongly to geat good, 


Stoꝛes old full wel reherſe cunne, 
divers itudies of folke here moztall: 

Firſt how Diogenes was cõtent in his tine 
In which he made his lodgyng p2incipall, 
and [awe the courſe aboue celeſttall: 
Liued gladder among Philoſophers, 
tha kyng Creſus with al his ſtuſked coffers 


And ik men would vnto mind call, 

the great miſchiefes kolowung in habuͤdaͤtt 
and thinke alſo how Sardanapall, 

Fo2 al his treaſout came vnto mtſchance, 
and how Plophtdcus,poreſt in ſubtance, 
Had but a garden full oflekes grene, 
and right nought els himſelf to ſuſtene. 


This Philoſopher was euer glad and ligt 
there was no watch made about his tows, 
Full ſurely ſlept he al the long nyght, 
hauing no dꝛede of theues ne robbours, 
In ſomer walkifa amd the grene flouts, 
and in colde winter full merely and off, 9 
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On dye ſtrawe he lay and ſlept ful ſoft, 


Cintinnatus a pooꝛe labourer, 

Made dyches to geat his ſuſtenaunte, 
without g:utching euer glad of chere. 

Both in his poꝛt and tn hys countenaunce, 
Dempt he had as much ſuffiſaunce, 

to his pleaſcunce,as Creſus kyng of Lide, 
Content with little nature was his gyde. 


This pooꝛe man in his potterte aTured, 
with little koode and clothes but a kewe: 
Pad hertes eaſe. a gladſome peace retcured: 
It liked him not ouer his head to he we. 
which thing cõceue d clerelp doth vs ſhewe, 
that ſorous pouett conueped with giadnes, 
Gutching auopded ſurmouateth al riches, 


And ik that folke coud conſider aright, 

their pitous lighes their thoughtful biſines 
their wok ul laboꝛs their litle ſlepe anig ht, 
which they endure fo2 worldly falſe riches: 
andofthabiding the dꝛedekul \rkernes, 
dehich th ing pe yſed and called tomemozye, 
al earthly power is double and tranlitozp. 


Ind by c zies which that been credible, 

to pʒeue they2 power is not abyding. 

But at a poynt ſiyding and fallible, 

Dhilom A aſiniſſa of Numidy kyng, 

that was ſo mighty by recoꝛd of wzpting. 
fo: frate of Siphar onciy his life to ſaue, 
fled into mountayns #hydhym in a caue, 


And there he fond but ful ſmall vittayle, 

tonſtreyned narowe of indigence and nede 
wha other deinties in milchif gan him faile 
be gadꝛed rootes and eate them in his dꝛede. 
Ckepzoud Ferres kyng of Perſe # Mede, 
dzak blud x water to ſtaũch his gredy thurſt 
Dꝛede 4 trauayle gaue hym ſo great a luſt. 


pet ſome men would ſay of auenture, 

they wer compelled agayn the yꝛ voluntee, 
theſe kinges twein ſuch meſchtef to endure 
Maugte they: will of neceſſitee. 

Fe; taſuel chaunce raft them they? libertee 
lo ihat the rigour of thys ſodapnrage, 
Came in byconſtreynt and ok no coꝛage, 


Fol. xciiii. 


But fo: al that folke in they pouertee, 

On great meates that themſelf fede, . 
been alſo ſtrong, as whole and fayze to ſec, 
And alſo luſty pꝛteued at a nede, 

vpꝛuaht ot limes their tozneps fo2 to ſpe de. 
As long liued the cauſe to expꝛeſſe, 

Is onelythys, thep doe none exceſſe. 


To pooꝛe men the beſt medicyne, 

Is due labour with moderate abſtinences 
good ay2e in feldes wha Phebs lift to ſhine 
voydyng darke mites that cauſe peſtilence 
of heaup ſtomake they feſe no violence. 
They not earyche Liet hes no2 Potecaries 
themſelfe to laue with vncouth lectwaries. 


But folkes ryche werken the contrary, 
which in them cauſeth maladies ſtrong: 
Foꝛ they2 dyete cucrp day they vary, 

with dyuerle mcates, x theyz littyng long, 
And with al thys they: appetytes wong, 
take out of tyme which they may not cdure. 
whiche by cuſtome oppꝛelſleth they nature, 


And thus myne autour ſhoztly fo deuty7e, 
ſeeth how gladpozert ſtat moſt inſikernes 
and ek al euyl he ſeeth how couctyſe 

Is roote à ground with kalſe cxtoꝛt riches, 
tyot anncxed engendung long ſickenes. 
Theron concluding how moderate dpete, 

let body and ſoule in moderate quiete. 


(Bow Euagoꝛas kyng of Cipꝛe was 
by Artaxerxes outrayed and putts 
from hys 8pnadome. * 


¶ The.xrit. Chapter. 
Olowyng in oꝛdꝛe the pꝛoceſſe of 
Fav? Bochas, 
eas he remembꝛeth next in hys 
ewzvytyng: 


To hym apptared reherſyng thus the caas. 
Euagoꝛas that was ok Cypꝛe king. 

Vys eyen darked by manifolde wepyng, 
Becauſe he had loſt that ryche fond, 

which he tofozn had conquered w his hond 


Thys lond ok Cypꝛe as made is mencion, 
of dyuers metalles is paſſyngly havound, 
N. i. Väth 


Vath of riches great plentte and foyſon. 
And ok his Sctite lyke as it is found, 

It ſtandeth far ſouth w many hilles round 
Ind hath alſo many commodities, 

within hys boundes of townes and Cities. 


Touchyng thys Cypze , J can no moze ley, 
Of which lond Euagoꝛas was kyng, 

T pl! he gan pꝛoudly foꝛ to warrey, 

with Lacedemonots.they2 party ſuſteining 
Gapn Artaxerxes, and at thepz meting, 

the laid Euagoꝛas was bzought to bttrance 
put fro his kingdom x from al gouernance. 


¶ bow Theo kyng of Egipte by Ar- 
tarerres was d2tuen fro his king- 
dom and Led into Araby, 


¶ The.xxitt. Chapter. 


xt Euagoꝛas came the king Theo, 
Of all Eqipt long tyme poſleſſour, 
And to John Bochas he gan declare 
hys wo. | 
Pow fortune did her froward labour, 
and fro him dꝛough her frendſhip x kauour. 
And ſodeinly thꝛough her intquitte, 
She keſt this king down from his royal ſe 


She lyſt her — — from him not differre, 
ne would not ſufterhym foz to liue in pees 
But cauſed hym to gyn a froward warte, 
Igeyn the ſapd myghty Artaxerxes, 

we ning therby to haue had great entreaſe: 
Gadzed hys ſhyppes + made a great armey, 
In his entent to haue met hym on the lea. 


To Lacedemonoys he was kauourable, 
Sent them vellels ſtuffed with dittaple, 
Dempt of pꝛyde that hymſelf was hable, 
with Artarerxes to hold a battayſe. 

But haſty truſt doth fooles often fayle: 

Fo: thys Theo was after anon right, 
Dꝛieuen out of Egypt and yput to flyaht, 


Irtarerres purſued hyin ſo ſore, 

To koꝛe hys face he durſt not appeare, 
Fled into Iraby,mine auto: ſapth no more, 
bantſhed from Egept,dedly of face 3 chere. 
Indof hys fate whoſo liſt tolexe, | 


The thyꝛde 


Ve was depꝛieued from kinaly dyqnttee, 
And by koztune caſt from his royal lee. 


¶ How A mintas of Macedoyn king had 
by Euridice his wyke Alexander 
Perdicas,x Philip, and how the 
firſt two wer lane. 


¶ The. xxuu. Chapter. 


Nd among other they) kates 

75 — fu 
VA Y Though koztunes dzedefull 

Sd beolence: 

There came Amintas of Matedopn kynq, 

And to John Bochas ſhewed his lentence 

And to declare his magaificence, 


To Alexander graundfather in hys lyfe, 
Vauing foure chyldze by Euridice his wife, 


The kyꝛſt of them was Alexander called, 
And Perdicas named the ſecond, 

The third Philip. m Macedoyn ſtalled, 
Ryng of Gzece like as it is found, 

which in riches greatly dyd abound, 
And was eke tathet, this noble warrionr, 
to great Alexander the mighty conquerour, 


Ando: mine autoz further doth pꝛocede, 
He maketh a maner of digreſſion, 
From his matter, like as ye map rede, 
And gynneth oder a diſcripcion, 

Ok Mace doyn the famous region, 
Among Szekes wꝛyteth in eſpeceall, 
Ok leuen pzouinces it is the pztncipall. 


And ſo pꝛoceding he ſayth how ß countre, 
Stretcheth his bouͤdes about him enutron 
toward the [ca which called ts Egec, 
Furth vy Achaca toward Septemtrion, 
And to Meſlene weſtward it gocth down, 
And who that can by craft the coaſtes cal, 
To Dalmatia the name therof doth laſt, 


In Macedoyn he doth alſo bs lere, 

Ok Oltmpus ſtandeth the great mountain 

And in that kingdom is many gret mtnere, 

Ok gold and ſiluer like as bokes ſeyne, 

Andon that hill is nother wynd ue reyn. 

Foz thilke mountayn ſo hye doth * 
That 


/ AA Ac Aa<o@@acd 


= 


— 


A” 4a SS © cS4 Am ia 


a+ 4. 4 8  4& . ct coz 


a I@ L&4a4 ks as mm .u c 


Wooke. 


Fol. xc v. 


That it map notherblowe theron noꝛ reyn. Alas no prince tan beware by other, 


The kyng Amintas of who J ſpake tofozn 
had in Grece many great bataple: 
Oltmptens tn Macedopn bozne, 

and Jilirtens together he dyd aſſayle, 
thzough his wiledom he dyd al wap pꝛeuayle. 
but W bis ẽmtes while he ſtode moſt in ſtrife 
hys death was ſhapen by Euridice his wife 


Myne auctoꝛ Bochas of her doth defyne, 
She ymagined hys deſtruccton, 

Becauſe the had had another concubyne 
On whom ſhe ſet al her affeccion, 
Dayſet and tyme to his confuſion, 

fully oꝛdeyned at a martage. 

he to be [layne by one of his linage, 


he had a daughter called Curtone, 

which pꝛudently eſpyed the manere 

Ol Euridice, and ſecretly alone, 

Soeth to the king, and told hym al ykere. 
And as the ſto2y in oꝛder telleth here, 
Though ſhe fayled that day of her empꝛyſe 
She thought fulfyl it in an other wyſe. 


Thys is to meane of her (niquitte, 

Ok her fraude and falſe ymaginpng? 

lle ras in cauſe though her cotrartouſtie, 
Ok the deſtruceton of they? mighty kyng. 
fo: the concluſion of her faiſe werkyng, 


was to haut lan the kyng and al his lone, 


She to haue reygned with her concubine, 


But whan ſhe ſawe (he myaht not atcheue, 
Yer furious purpoſe by none auenture, 

ber venemous malice dp6 her loꝛd ta pꝛeue 
On other parties ſhe dyd her buſycure, 
Enmities and myſchieues to pꝛocute, 
Meyn the kyng by moꝛtal fell aſſapes, 
withſozow # trouble fo2 to ſhoꝛt hys dayes, 


Ayght and day his lyke ſtode euer in dꝛede 
hym tobetraiſhe ſhe caſt out hoke and lyne, 
And who is he that can oꝛ may take hede, 
fteely teſcape telchew oꝛ detlyne, 
Malice ot wemen whan they be ſerpentine. 
De an example of thys quene Eur mite, 
vorde of al vertue.and full of cucry vyce. 


to bꝛydle the yꝛ nobleſſe  reynes of reaſon 
Such as cõmitſ alas) both ſhyp and rother, 
Unto Spꝛenes to rowe them vp and doun, 
thꝛoua heut Caribdis to they: deſtruccion, 
by traft of Citces alas they be made nyce, 
Bl ynd to remembze vpon thys Euridice. 
(dꝛede 
Which made Amintos to line in ſoꝛowe and 
to teſt in peate ſuff red hun to haue no ſpace 
In thought ⁊ trouble his lyfe he ga to led 
til dy long p2oceſſe death him gan manace, 
Pet oz he dyed foztune gaue hym grace, 
Hys eldeſt ſonne by wiſedome to oꝛde yn, 
Called Alexaunder hys c:owne to at tepn. 


Thus Jleraunder was hys ſucceſſour, 
Foz Illirians gan they: rancour lete, 
Ageyns hymefo: he with great labour, 

By they; ſuff rante tame to hys royall ſete. 
And fo: to ſet hys realine in ful qutete, 

J yꝛſt with Thebes the mtghty ſtrong tottr, 
pꝛoupded a peace of hye dyſcrecion, 


Ind koꝛ to auopde al ambiguttie, 

Ok olde debates and ok olde outrage, 

Firſt he ſent into that ſtrong citie, 

Dys b2other Philip pong and tender of age 
On peace aſſuced to lye there foꝛ hoſtage, 
And in that citte the ſtoꝛp beareth witnes, 
He gan to growe vnto full hygh noble lle. 


He was committed vnto the diſciplyne, 
Oka areat Dune called Tpaminondon, 
which to al vertue hys youth made tenclyne 
Foꝛ of this Duke Fuſtine maketh mention 
Bya maner recommendacion, 

Tokoꝛe noz after as by hys aupſe, 

was neuer no pꝛince move exxellent ot pꝛyce 


F"z1 he cömendeth hys verteous courage, 
His hygh nobleſſe his knyghtly excellence. 
And dy diſcent he bozne ok high linage, 
Ind in two thinges concludeth his (Frence, 
Sen that he was of moſt magniſficence, 
Egall to Mars by famous chiualry, 
And ſonne to Phebus thzoughHye 4 
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Ind Bochas here doth his ſtyle auaunte, 
Ful notably with excellent language: 


K. u. And 


The thyide 


Ind \cith no treafure atteyneth in ſubſtace 
ov thilke riches auoyding al outrage: 

As whan there is by bond ok mariage, 
Knit vp a knot atwene excellence, 

Ol famous knighchod, a of dame pꝛadence. 


Khts knot auapleth moze thaͤ gold in torre 
And is wore glozious perpetually to abyde: 
> intohtypunce tobe à phtloſopher, 

wiich tan by prudence all vyces ſet aſyde, 
han to manhod pꝛouidence is gyde, 
1 vereuous fozce is captapu in the werre 
Let men wel cruſt that party may not cxre, 


Thys Epaminddas of kntghthod ſuſteynoz 
Catbuucle of ver:ue as bokes tel connec: 

vf gentle maners called the famous toure 
© nb of high nobleſſe a very wozldly ſonne> 
Ydhoſe knightly triũphes be ſo hye bp tũne 
To Martes paleys with the bleſ[edſouns, 
Df famous trumpets + golden clariouns, 


Foz he was called the bꝛyght clere myꝛrour, 
Of rightful quarels the pactpe to ſultene, 
Of exto2t wonges molt tuit cefozmatour, 
Ay egal Judge of entent molt clene, 

which neuet coud nothing but trouth mene 
would of cuſtome to; hate no: allyaunce, 
On nother party declyne the balaunce. 


And to commend his verteous pꝛoweſſe, 
is pꝛoued trrumphes hys magnantmitte, 
Vys matcia!l actes hys knyghtip buſtneTe, 
In the ocaiting of manpautong Citte, 
and all his labour was fo: the commontie, 
W hiek to augment he would neuer ceaſe 
luch top he had p commons good tenctrace 


This was alſo hys blaunce cuermoze, 

v hat cuet he gate to part it in largeſſe. 

Ot o odd no copne he ſet but litle ſtoxe, 

Foz al his heart was ſet on gentlenes, 

By manly tre dome and plapnly to expꝛeſſe 
He ſpated no good it ſhewed wel in dede, 
his true lcruantes to helpe the in their nede 


He kept not in coffers his treaſour, 

Ot his nature he was ſo liberal, 

Fo: to relieue eche manly ſouldeour, 
Suche as were pꝛieued in actes mar tial. 


And foꝛ to holt his keaſt funeral, 
Alter his death his (to2y maketh mind, 
thꝛough fre departing there left no gold he. 
(hynd 
FAlhis offices and famous dtgntties, 
And great em22yles in ys tyme wzought. 
encrefedfrachiſes thꝛow Greee in his citieg 
with liberttes by his prudence out ſought, 
Foz comon profit x to: Himſelf tight nought 
W ateat augmentimg of ſtrange territocs 
All this came in by meane ot his victoztes, 


And among al his knightly extellences, 
by dyuers auctours vnto mynd ts bought, 
Pow al hta lyte he (tudted in ſciences. 
And vpon cunning ſet wholp hys t t 
by malypzoweſte of deth he roughr n A 
That was ſhewed as it ts wel found, 

the dap when he reteued his deathes wolld, 


He was home boꝛne bnto his paudlion, 

Al his armure with dlud ſte pned read, 
And on a couche by his men lapd down, 
And gan abzayde as he lay halte dead: 
Srꝛs (quod he, ot one thyng take hede, 
Vath any eumpthys day in the field, 
whan J was woiuded taken vp mp ſhielde: 


And whan his kneghtcs had tolde hym nay, 
By a manet of knightly reiopſing: 

De thf commaunde d without moze delay, 
Tohis pꝛeſente that they ſhould it bung. 
And the rupon ful ptetcouſly lokyng, 

ul lie a knight and with moꝛtal chere, 
He kiſſed it, and layd as ye ſhal heare. 


Thou wer my kelowe in armes à mybꝛoder, 
That neuer wouldeſt my felowſh(p fozfake 
ſure 4 abiding. there was not ſuch an other 
In euery tournep that J didVadertake, 
To me welcome, ⁊ end J muſt now make, 
After mp death my ſoule (hal haue pleſ auc 
thee to be kept pet foꝛ a temembꝛaunce. 


A koꝛe hys death it is put in mynd. 
Theſame houre it came to hys memo2y, 
{Mo enqutte he left not behynde. 

Haue we quod he) this day had victozy? 
On in the field who hath the pal me of glo!y' 
His kznightes he pꝛaped þ day he * * 


Wooke. 


The plaine trouth that they would hun le xe 


1nd they him tolde plainly al the caſe, 

pow hts partie had wane Þ eld of might, 
Ind with that wozd he lo retorſed was, 
That he his ſpꝛite yeld anone V2ught, 

And ſo he dyed lite a worthy knight, _ 

in wh6 is ſhe wed what auaileth in lente te, 
Noble ſſe of knighthod topned i pzudence 


Ind by the meane ok his wiſe doctrine, 
Phe lip that laye with him in hoſtage, 

Gan encreace in knightly diſcipline, 

wer in vertue right as he wer in age: 
whoſe b:other was by furious outrage 
Called Alexaunder as made is mention, 
ſlaine by his mother by couert falſe treaſõ 


Ifter whoſe death Perdicas in de de, 

A ronger bꝛothet, the ſtoꝛy doth deuiſe, 

to the crowne gan line all y ſuecede. 

Inone ſlatne ałter in ful cruel wyſe. 

Such falſe murdꝛe eucry mã chould agriſe 
as ye haue heard firſt of Tmintas, 

Ot àlexaunder and ok king Perdicas, 


¶ owe the pꝛoude tyzaunt Iman was 
hanged and the innocent Mardoe 
cheus pꝛeſetued. 


C The. xxv. Chapter, 


de ho2rible fall furtous 

0 foꝛ to rede, 

That foloweth after of 
== the great Iman, 
I fulfalſe tyꝛaunt found in thought x dede 
and was of birth an Aſſirtan. 
which as the Bible ful wel rehearce can, 
was chief maſter as mt may there cõcerne, 
With A ſſuerus hys people to gouerne. 


He was exalted hie in pꝛide, 

to goddes people moſt contrarious, 

ys hateful ventm he liſt not foz to hyde, 
but lyke a tyzaunt moſt malicious. 

Ok wiltul rancour fel and dilpiteous, 
fully diſpoſed à coude him not withdꝛawe 
o deſttoy the Jewes and their lawe. 


Fol. cv.. 
To his entent he gate auctonte 

By his ſubtil falſe compaſſing, 

Sent out letters into eche countre, 
Th:oughout al Perſe by bidding of Þ king 
that high tlowe within that fond dwelling 
No wight ercept that people al aboute, 
{ould vnto Iman obepe, kucle and loute. 


This was the bidding of king X Tuere, 
wha quene Uaſtht was voided fo her pzrd, 
Ind Þclter choſen a mayden moſt entere, 
Mas bzought tocourte with p king to abide 
which had in youth foz to be her quide, 

A woꝛthy Jewe called Mardoche, 

within Sulps a large faire Cyte. 


By whoſe coũſayl euety thing ſhe wought 
Paſſyng fayze and of great mebeneſſe, 
and whan p Enukes to p king her bzought 
She was accepted koꝛ her areat fatreneſle 
Unto his grace het ſtozye bereth witueſſt: 
Ind there cheryſhed in eſpectal, 

A boue al the maidens in the court ropal, 


And ok al Perſe was ſhe crowned quene, 
a pees cõmaunded though al tho regtons, 
During the feaſt that men might fene. 

the kinges nodley in cites and in townes. 
Andoe thts feaſt the rich rotal ſounes, 
Came to the cares of ſimple Bardoche, 
which came with others the maner fo2 to ſe 


Tofo:ec the paleis as he did abyde 

with other Jewes in his cumpanye, 

Okt hap as he keſt his care alide, 

He of two pozters the cotiſaile did eſpie 
Howe they them caſt by falſe conſpiracce, 
To llea the king ſome dap ot that pere, - 
like their entent whan they fond beſt leiſet 


whan Mardocheus pꝛudentliy gan fele, 
the ſecret malice of their compaſſing, 

Of compaſſion he would it not concele, 
But made Heſter dil cure it to the king. 
wherok conuict they were led to d haginge 
As me ſemeth a competent guerdon. 

Foz al that falſely Imagine ſuch treaſon, 


By which meane the ſaid Bardochee, 


was well accepted to king alluere, = 
K. ut, 1. itketv 


The ſchvde 


Likely alſo to ſtand at libertee 

Oute ofthe malice and kell daungete, 

of curſed Aman which make him no chere 
But compaſſed in ful fel manere, 

Dim to deſtroye and Jewcs al J tere. 


This MPardochcus the Byble tcl can, 
wihdiough hem ſelf to doe reverence, 
Unto this ty2aunt Þ fro ward punce Iman 
Like as the ſtatute cõmaunded in lentfce. 
Thich thing tauenge by Haſty violence, 
This Iman made of hatred tobe ſet, 
Akoꝛe the paleys 3 mighty ſtrong aybet. 


But who that cait him fo: to do bengeauce 
and imnoecentes foꝛ to oppꝛeſſe with might, 
By wilfull malice taqregge their greua:ice 
As god were blind and had of the no light. 
But at the iaft he wil of very right, 
Puniſhe the pꝛoud foz Furious violence, 
The po2e ſupporting fo2 their long pacit᷑ ce 


As Mardocheus koz innocent ling, 
bymtone ot Hedet and her gret mckenes 
Accepted v as to Aduere the king. 

the lawe of Jewee let in moe lurenes 
Jie verd Aman ko: hys curſedaeſſe 

Vence able of puye the Bible ye may ſee, 
was highe end ange d vpona galoue tree, 


Mardocheus of pꝛudente and reaſon, 
The furious daungere of Iman ſet aſide, 
P ꝛeſetued his j cople fro diſtruccion, 

K he tx2aunt hanged foꝛhts frowatd pꝛide. 
Thus tan the loꝛde his tudgemẽ tes deuide 
whan he leech tyme moſt mighty à puiſlaũt 
Suppoꝛt the ſimple and puniſhe the tyꝛaãt 


¶ Ot the two bꝛethzt᷑ Ixtaxerxes and Ci⸗ 
tus: and howe Artaxerxes ſlough his 
childzen and concubines, and 
dowe they ended. | 


The. xxbi. Chapter. 


After the fal ot x man doutles, 
zw han de beſt wende 


. 
| Warane tetaned in hys ffours, 
A okoze John Bochas came 


1 


Attaxrerxes, e 


Moſt renoumed his time ok conquerours 
Which az declare hes ſodein ſharpe [ours 
with al the percelles or hys moztallpepne, 


which that foꝛt une agcine him gan o2deine 


Thrs Artaxerxes as put is in memoꝛpe 
al other punces exceiled in richeſſe, 
which in his chapꝛe tamous of woꝛlölp glazy 
and td his thione of wonkdly high noble lle 
Date in his tune the ſtozybeareth witneſſs 
Jyeſt t xaited that was of any king. 
That he ſhould fall, was it not an Uncouth 
(thyng: 
ktnnes he had bnder his obepſaunce, 
an hundꝛed p2ouinces, twenty + ck? ſeuen 
lonne Vito Dar ye prince of moſt putlſatice, 
Vys tame dꝛed moꝛe than fiery leuen. 
None ſo mighty vader the ſterred heuen, 
accoũpted was that time in warte and pees 
as was thys king called Artaxerxes. 


He had a bꝛother that named was Cttus, 
Out ok one Jock came th:ic both lpacs, 
But Artaxerxes the ſtozy telleth thus, 
was loꝛd ot greyncs, of ople and ot wines, 
And had alſo by dlucrs concubines, 

ag hundꝛed chi den like as ic is tolde, 

And faztene oucr tyfo2e oꝛ he w. x olde. 


Of both bꝛethꝛen the power lat karre, 
during their time ode in ful high eſtate, 
yet atwene thoͤthetre was ful moztal warte 
Age in nature an vnzindly debate. 

Foz thilke wartes be molt (nfoztunate, 
Whäbloud W bloud let no man deme other 
Liſt warte as bʒothet ageqalt bother, 


Ind finall cauce why this warre gan. 
atwene theſe bꝛethꝛen, as made is menctd 
Thaeughe which debate there died mana 
The ground ofa! and firſt occalion, (man 
was only thts fo: ſucceſſion. 

aktet king Dar y retgniz in Perſe æ Bede 
which of them tweine chould next luccede. 


But Artarerxes bya maner pionſdence, 

Put his b:other pꝛucly in pʒꝛiſon. 

that he ne Could make no defence, 

Noz gadꝛe people to his diſtruccion. 

This yong Citus as made (s ory ; 
Kr wy 


Gy XN” ed 


Booke. 


Nas faſt ſtocked, and eke as it is tolde, 
that his Cockes and ferters were ot golde. 


Ind though it be not remTbzed in Bochas, 
Powe that Cyꝛus cſcaped fro pꝛiſon. 

et allo ſont as he deuuered was, 
though Perle and Me de riding vp X doun 
Gs dꝛed people of entencton. 
tꝛouah olde hatred his bꝛother to aſſatle, 
Che tield alligned they met in bat aile. 


There Cyꝛus poudly put him ſelf in pzes 
Co ſhewe his manhode in efpectal, 

ſought his bother called Artaretxes, 

And gaue to him a d ound ful moꝛtall, 

unt heut frendſh:p oꝛ fauaur fraternal. 
Chat Attaxetres his wound gan ſo àke. 
confremed was the field to fozlake. 


Ind Cyꝛus than futicus as Lion, 

big aduerſattes aan moꝛtally to wake 

But falſe foꝛtune ful of colintion, 

vider feint ſiniung a mowe ga on hi make 
which cauſe dealas) that day þ he was take, 
Ikoꝛe ywoundedit would be none other 
aud than pꝛelented to his Vakend bother 


Ind theugh this Citus had afoze befound, 
yong; treſhe,aud luſty,maniy of his honde, 
By the conltreint of his montal wounde, 

Pe died anone loꝛ he no ſucceure fond. 
Tha p two kingdomes within Perle lond, 
Fil to to the hondes of Irtarceres, 

In which after he lyued long in pees. 


Thus a great ſpace like a mighty king. 

al Perfc he helde vnder hys obe ylaunce, 
By famous noble ſſe ful olo:toully Mining 
hauing of ticheſles moſt fulſome habiidace 
Ind as it is put in remembꝛaunce. 

to moꝛe elicceace of his pzofperitie, 

In ttewe wedleck he had lonnes thiee, 


Che kyꝛſt of them called Dartus, 
Itiatactos named the ſecound: 

andthe thyꝛd named was Ochus: 

Manly pꝛunce s like as it is found, 

ind ok nature like as the king was dounde 
Unto Dacy as it is made mention, 

vote echone he had aketcion. 


Fol. rcbn. 


Ind koꝛhe dempt him able to the warre, 
by lykelchede of peares pong and grene, 
Ve calt fully his nobleſſe to pꝛefarte 

Ol l iqh pride nte thus he dyd mene, 

His (mpotence to ſuppoꝛt and ſuſtene. 
Foz he was feble in Pecſe to rergie along 
He (ct vp Dary witi) hym in hys th:one, 


which was a thing ſtraunge 4 contrarious 
age in the cuſtome of Perſiens vſaunce, 
But he ſuppoſed his fonne Darius, 
ſhoulo in ſuch tale encreaſe and auaunte, 
Vys fathers party of natural actendaunce, 
and chewe vnto hym trouth and kindnefTe 
Vys tinpotence to cherilhe of gentelneſſe. 


But in cates oft it doth thus fall, 

whan that punces be runne farce in age, 
Their childz2ens loue agein the doth appall, 
ſhewing no frendſhip ſaue fo: auauntage. 
{)owe That they mapteiopſe their heritage. 
And in ſuch caſe whan thep wer ſtrong, 
Thitke their (fathers lyuc al to long. 


And Artarerres Code in the ſame tale, 

Is in his ſtoꝛp plainly pe Cal finde, 

by re hedlaiſe and w yng of Bochas, 

Dow thys Darye was falſe cke vntzinde, 

Foꝛpettul, and had nothing in minde. 

Yowhys father the treuth to rcherce, 

Hath made him egal with hym to reigue in 
(Petſc. 

And to declare the fir occaſion 

to hys father, howe the ſatd Dary, 

By 2 kalle maner of rebeliion, 

gan in hys werking fo? to be contrary, 

TUhich todiſcare Þ wil no lẽger tarpe, 

but with my penne in al haſt pꝛocede 

Here to dilcxiue ho de it fel in dede. 


Artarcrres among his concubtnes, 

it is remembredhowe that he had one, 
Which foꝛ to reken wyues and virgines 
was faireit holde of them tuerychonc, 
Calleb 3: cuſia of ful pot agone, 

And was that time her bewty fo diſcrtue, 
Among Prricens the faireſt hold auune. 


And though ſhe were pꝛunne farre in age, 
litze as bohe s liſt of het expꝛeſle⸗ 


Votk⸗ 


The thy2de 


Both of coloure and alſo of vilage 

e kept her beautie # her natme freſhnes, 
Ttich was afoꝛe for her ſemeunes, 

To the fozſaid Cyzus bꝛeuely to termine 
Choſe long afo2ne to be his concubine, 


But whan thys Citrus was paſſed into fate 
which foz his bzother might not hue in pces 
Anone vpon without lenger date, 

ſhe was take vp foz king Artaxerxes, 
Betauſe the was of beautte peerles. 
Iktet long time whan he fel in age, 

(he cleymed was dy title of heritage, 


Of king Dary by hts fathers lite, 
Feining hys cleime by ſucceſſton, 
Ilthough his father agen it did tre: 
Ind thus began as made ts mencton, 
Ok their debate the firſt occaſion, 

Joꝛ Dary caſt albe he bare it ſtil, 

Her to teioyſe agein hys fathers wyll. 


And to accompliſhe falſcly his entent, 

of her to haue tui poſſeſſion, 

Taffo:ce his parties he made his argument 
Cirus/quod he)as made is mencion, 
Retgniig in Perſe the mighty region. 
And this tory doth pleiul y determine, 

Foz her beautte made her his concubine, 


Ind aftcr time whan Cirus was ded, 
Artaxerxes his father pe map ſe, 

next hym lucceding in Petr ſe it is no dꝛebe 
Lt her to cleime eke fot her great beauties 
Ind ſo quod Dary lh? longeth nowe to me 
Becauſe ſhe is fo pleſauut to my ſight, 

» byſucceſſion J wil her cleyme of tight. 


This king Daryto his father ſaid, 

he would haue Arthuſia the faire, 

And therwithal Artaxerxes gan abzaide, 
and anſwered with face debonatre, 

Py ſonne {quod he) J wil not be cõttapꝛe 
to thpdeſire,but of affeccion, 

Deluier het to thy poſſelſion. 


Of hys pꝛomts he after gan repent, 

Caſt hun to make another cheuiſaunee, 
and ſeeretly his concubpne he ſent, 
Called Irthulſta as made hys remembzice 


and though hig Merghty vncguth pucuet ice 
vnto Þ temple ſuch meanes he hath ſought 
Df great Ippollo þ lhe in hail was bzought 


Where ſhe was veyled + made a p2eeſtreſſe 
afrer the rires plepnly and the guiſe, 

Ok olde Patntmes by a maner holpneſe, 
and there pꝛokeſſed toꝛ to do ſecuile, 

As theit ſtatutes conſtce ne and deuiſe, 
During her life it might none other be, 
Me bounde was to liuc tn chaitite, 


Thys thing was wꝛought by Þ cdpaſſingy, 
of Irtarerres by froward iciouſpe, 
tUhnerof Darpe the yong luſty king, 
wart almoſt wode whan he did it eſpye 
And gan compaſle of melancol pe 
furyous cancoure and haſty cruelte, 
Upon hys father auenged toz to be, 


And hys partte ok fozce to ſuſtene, 

with hum he had, the ſtoꝛp maketh minde, 
ys bꝛethꝛen in baſt an hundꝛed x fifteac, 
wohtch to their father wer falſe and vnkind, 
Of al this noumber there left none behind 
that fro thys purpole once liſt diſſent, 
Vys death of one wyll they aTent, 


Pet of thys ſtraunge kalſe conſptracie, 
Artaxerxes had a knowlegrng, 
Although the ſtoꝛp doth not ſpecfie, 
howe ne by whom he had therof witting, 
Foz which in haſt he made no tarying 

To gader meiny and make him ſelf (trong 
Him ſelktauenge of this diſnatural wꝛog. 


Fo2 Artaxerxes like as the caſe tho ſtod?, 
Though it late wele to hys hygh nobleſſe. 
to be venged vpon vrikind blode. 

Fo lawe nature, decrees rightwiſneſſe, 
and al ſtatutes damne bnkindneſſe. 
LUherby thys king occaſion did kynde. 
Agein his childꝛe becauſe they wer vnktn? 


Some men deme howe great multitude 
of many childꝛen matzeth a man ſtrong, 
But therupon plainly to conclude, 
vertue is cauſe it ſhe dwell them among. 
But tf their coꝛage enclineth vato wong. 
and vicious life doe their budel lede, 
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Wooke: 


Che greter nũber p woꝛſe they mul kpede. 


3 pꝛogeny boꝛne of a curſed lyne, 

Pay thzough hys froward falſe infection, 
outward by colour of trouth tho they lhine, 
under apparemnce and ſimulacion, 

Inkect and coꝛtupt al a regton. 

Fo: it is ſaydokfulolde language, 

Fcuite of ſow2e trees take a ſowe tatage. 


Thys was well ſhewed in Artaxerxes, 
That ſuffred hys bꝛother dye at miſchief; 
Bleding hys wound left hym helpeles, 
which to hys name (hal euer be repefe, 
thus blud brikind, vnkidly makech his pꝛek 
Fo; al the chudꝛen fre his ſtocke deſcended 
vet curſed cuetichon as here is cõpꝛehẽ ded 


Cher: ſtocke was firſt cõtagious ot nature 
thc gliftis froward though they wer gret in 
which of aſſfr did their biſy cure, (nüber 
By falſe trealon they? fadet toencumber, 
But there is no lhadr no2 no Couert Vmbze 
Socloſely kept,nam-*p of falſe ayle, 

But the ve nome wil ſhewe out ſome while 


Ind thus the death tontagtous conſpired, 
Ok Artaxerxes ſyth go ful poze: 

wheron to aur ge hym his hert was ſo kired 
Of furious pꝛe, and pbzent fo ſoꝛe, 

Chat he not coud differre it ferthermoze, 
But with his metny kil on them anon, 

Oz they wer ware. Xtlough the enertchone. 


he ſlough alſo al his concubines, 

that wer theyꝛ moders,of wh J told tofozn 
Suffred none to liue of the y lyncs, 

So of that linage he hath þ wede vpſhozne 
fond among al no grepn of good cozne, 
Conuict by dome when they wer preſented, 
to his death how cchone they wer aſſented. 


Hs clothes ſpꝛeynt with the vntzind blode 
Ot hys chyldꝛen which he dyd ſhede: 

Aftet whole deth in great miichief he ſtode, 
And ſo in ſoꝛowohys lyte he dyDlede, 
Dyedakter in myſchicf and in dꝛede. 
Death quit with de ath, and tage with rage 
Tee here the tyne of hys vnweldy age, 


( Lenuoye; 


This tragedy afozne declareth here, 
The great outrage of bnkindneſle, 
Itwene two bzethzen reigning both pfere, 
Ja Perſe lond as ye haue hearderpzcſſe, 
till diuiſton(of all myſchtek maiſtreſle, 
San entre in through fracernal hatred, 
Which age n kind deſtroped theyz kpnred, 


The warre aroſe coutagtous fo: to lere, 
thꝛouqhout al Perſe of moztal frowardnes 
Df Cyzus death rehearſing the mancte, 
Dow Helpeles he dyed in didreſſe. 

And how p nuber of bꝛe thꝛe did chem dꝛeſſe 
To ſlea the ꝛ father the ſtoꝛy pe may rede. 
Cauſing an end of al th*yz whole kpnrede, 


King Irtarerres with a froward chere, 
His miurtes and wꝛonges to tedꝛeſſe: 


riough his childꝛen their moders cke pkere 


Spared not one of frowirdcucſednes, 
By whtch occaſion toke agreat ſickenes, 
After dyed in miſchief and in dꝛede, 
Cauſing an end ok al his whole kinrede. 


Loe here a ſoꝛowe not particulere, 

Foz thzough all Perſe ran the curſednes, 
The croked kame [pzed both terre and nere 
Of thys vengeable haſty fel woadnes, 
The apze infeetyng w flaundzons blaknes 
to ſhew by vengeance p contrattous meve 
Ok bloud vntzind bozne of one kinrede. 


Noble pztnces lift bp pour tyen clere, 

And conſidꝛe by great auiſenes, 

the woe ful ſte pues the odious fel daunget, 
Sone in ktnredes of wil ful (trangeues, 
Ok al raucour pour coꝛage doe repzelle, 
Peyſing p miſchtefes folowpng on tn dede 
Df bloud vnkynd hoꝛne of one binrede, 


CThe ende of the 
thyꝛd booke, 
e ee 


(The Pꝛologe to the 


fourth B0oke.. 


Kutte of wzytyng ſet in Chzont- 
delectable of freſhnes in 


nd andglozicus to dehold: 
tolde —— lengeſt abyding. 
ons may doe it no bindung. 
And woe rſo be that men dyne oꝛ fa, 
The moze men taſt the lenger it will laſt, 
t doth courages renew ayein and glade, 
bud map be called fruite ofthe tre of like, 
So permanable that it will neucr fade. 
To the fpue wittes greateſt reſtozatife, 
and to then pleſance moſt chtef cõfoꝛtatife. 
Fo: of nature whan they be quick and good 
they of this kruite take theyz natural foode, 


Auctours heron conclude and eke aſſent, 
how that wꝛrtyng ot hys kyndly right, 
Doth loued perſones likneſſes repzeſent 
Ok frendes adſẽt ſeuered fette from ſight 
Darkenes of abſence ts clered with p light 
Thus fruit of wꝛitinges hath his auatages 
Ot folke farte of to pʒeſent the ymages, 


Lawe had periſhed ne had be wzyting, 

our keith appalled ne wer bertus of ſcripture 
Foz all religion and oꝛdꝛe of good liupng. 
taketh thetr exaũple by doctrine of lectrure 
Foz waiting cauſeth with help ofpoztrature 
that thynges darkedof old þ wer begonne, 
to be remembzed with hys celeſtial ſonne, 


God ſet wzyting and letters in ſentence, 
age yn the duines of out (nfrmite, 

thts wozld tenlumine by eraft ot eloquence 
Canon, Ciuile. Phil oſophte,theſe thzee 
Confirmed fraunchiſes of many ſtroa citte 
Couenãtes aſſeled,trouthes of old aſſured, 
ne had wzyting be. might not haue endured 


Diligence chief tryumphatrite, 
Offlogardy,n nce #ſlouth, 
Eke of memozy vpholder andnorxce, 


Andregiſtrere to ſuppoſalayle trouth, 
hath of old labour, and els wer great routh 


bzought thinges paſſed notable in ſubltice 
Only by wzyting to new remembzaunce, 


Wꝛytina is cauſe that herto is remedy, 
Lyfe of Pꝛophetes and Patriarkes olde, 


How the Apoſtles à Martirs wer dilmẽ dye 


Foz Chutltes fayth hys banner vp to holde. 
And wyting ſheweth tofoze as I pou tolde 
Of Confeſſours the great ſtedfaſtnes, 
Aud of vyzgyns the virgiaalclennes. 


Like to a tre which euery pere beareth kau 
ſhewing hys beauty W bloſſomes + W flow 
right lo p fode of our mward refute, (reg 
By diligence of theſe old doctours, 

And dayly fruite of theyꝛ fayth ful labourg, 
haue our courages foſtred and paſtured, 


by wzyting only which hath ſo 16g endurey 


The Epigrams whilom pertſhed had, 
Of pzudent Pofper that was ſo vertecus 
Ind of Seneke the tragedies ſad, 

The Stratagemes of Utgettus, 
Rebuke in vyſes ok noble Perſius, 

Ik in olde wꝛyting had be kound a lacke, 
theſe ſayd thynges had karre be put abacke, 


Utzptyngeauſed Poetes to reture, 

a name eternall the laurer whan they wan 
In ⁊damant graue perpetually to endure, 
Recozd J take of Uirqil Mantuan, 

that wꝛote p armes and pꝛoweſſe ot b man 
Called Eneas, whan he of hygh coꝛage, 
Came into Jtayle from Dido of Cartage, 


Chze famous bokes this auto: liſt comple 
Eneidos fy2ſt which that dyd excel, 

In Rethoꝛke by ſuffreinte of ityle, 

He dꝛank ſuch plente, thys Poete as mf tel 
Ok the ſtremes that ran down fr the well 
wꝛought by tho ſuſters þ ben in nuͤbet nine 
Pꝛoweſſe of knighthod molt clerelp 2 
Fo? in that boke he caſt not to fayle, 

with voyce melodious foꝛ to diſcriue aright 
The great conqueſt of Rome and of Itaple 
wought by Enee p manly Trotan knyaght. 
whole verſe notable peue ſo cleare a lyght, 
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BY other bokes 

One of paſture.the next of tilth of land. 
The verſe coneyed w fete of meters pleyn, 
by which thze labours a palme he did attein 
to make his name thꝛough ditie s delectable 
Iboue Poetes to be moſt commendable, 


wzytyng of poetes hath ſet within his clos, 
Conque 


of knighthod thetr triũphes i re» S 


cede of Oulde Betamozphoſeos, (no 
The great wonders the tranſmutacions, 

the mozall meaning vncouth coneluſions, 
bys boke de Ponto, and with great diligfce 
ful many apiftle compleyning foz abſence, 


Of craft ofloue a boke he hath compyled, 
wherof Ceaſarhad ful great diſdayne, 
which was cauſe that he was eryled, 

To abyde in Ponto, and neuer come ageyn 
Ind pet he dyd hys labour in certeyn, 

In hope of grace hys wittes to apple. 
towzyte a boke of loues remedy, 


wzytyng of olde with letters aureate, 
Labour of Poetes doth hyghly magnify, 
Kecozd on Petrarke in Rome laureate, 
Which of two foztunes wꝛote the remedye, 
Certein Eglogs # his Coſmographte, 

ga great conſt ict, which men may rede J le, 
Ok hys quarels within himſelf ſecre, 

he wꝛote ſeuen pſalmes of great repentice 
And in hys Iffryke commended Scipion, 
Ind wꝛote a boke of hys (gnozaunce, 

Bya maner of excuſacion, 

and ſet a notable compilacion, 

Upon the lyfe called ſolitary, 

to which this woꝛld is froward and contrary 


And thus by wyting he gat hiſclfe a name 
Perpetuallp to be in remembzaunce: 

Set and regifiredin the houſe of fame, 
and made Epiſtles of ful high ſubſtaunte, 
Called ſine titulo,+ moze himſelftauaunce, 
Ok famous weomen he wꝛote the extellẽte 
Gzelild pzeferryng fo2 her great pacience. 


The Ptologe. 


—.—.— 
INES 
Foz Cachilles that wiought 


perticulere, 
al by fraude, 
Jbouc Hectoz he gaue a ſynguler laude. 


w2ptyng caaſeth the chaplet to be grenc; 
Both of Eſope and of Juuenal. 

Dantes labour it doth alſo ſuſtene, 

By a repozt very celeſtial, 

ong among Lumbardes in eſpectall: 
whoſe thzce bookes the great wonders tel, 
Ok heauen aboue,ofpurgato2y and hell. 


Men by wꝛyting know the mtracles, 

Ok dleſled ſainttes and of they? holynes, 
Medicine ſalue, and eke obſtacles, 
Ge pn moꝛt al wolides x euery great ſicknes 
Ke treacion and ſolace in dyſtreſſe, 

Quiete in labour in pouert pacience, 

And in riches ryght trouth and conſctener 


Shoꝛtnes of lyte and fozyetfulnes, 
The wyt ot man dull and ay ſlyding, 
Negligente and kroward ydlenes, 
Echone ſtepmoder to lciente and cunning. 
That I dare ſay ne had de wwytyng, 

Only ozdeyned fo: our aduauntages, 


Dead wer memozye # mend of palled ages. 


And thus in chef the cauſes afoze tolde, 
Meued the heart of Bochas to wꝛpting. 
And to remembze by many ſto2yes olde, 
Theſtate ofpzinces in chay2es he ſyttyng. 
And foz byces theyz vaware fallyng: 
yeuyngeraumple as J at pꝛme dare, 

Ok kalle foztune how they ſhal beware, 


Vys kyꝛſt the bokes by full clere mirtours 
Fully aceompliſhed,as Bochas vndertoke, 
the cauſe of kallyng of many conquerours, 
Onelp foz trouth and vertue they foꝛſoke. 
Foz which mine auto: toward his fourth bo⸗ 
ga ſharpe his pen to his eternal fame, (ke 
Only by wꝛyt yng to geat him a name. 


Myne auetour Bochas that ſo much coud 
Beginneth 


gone many ayere, 
Hectoꝛ chief peller cf their top 


The P2ologe. 


Begynnethhere to make a pzoreſſe, 


Bat pet foztune coud him bndermene, 


Ageyn the outrage of puntes þ wer pzoude that al hys wiſedome Node in none auayle, 


which wer bzought low foz their frowardnes 
and notably remembꝛeth how mekenes, 

which ſtondeth whole in one a doth cotune 
Is ay kraũchiſed from danger of foztune. 


Put he in maner doth recapitle agnayn, 
be falof many that ſate tnhye ſtages, 
Dod they foz vyces ſtode ape in no certayn 
tame to myſchiet᷑ foz they: great outrages, 
Re membiyng kyzſt of pPꝛtam the damages. 
And he lo Scepter and regalp, 

Fo; luſie yuyng ol kalſe auoutrye. 


The fa! rehe arſyng of Aſttages, 

that gaue his ter whilom in mariage 
foone that was called Cambiles, 

A pooze man bozne of lowe linage, 

Fo: he ſhould haue none aduauntage, 

Fu no maner.nother in right tie wong, 

by rebcllion agepn hym to be ſtrong, 


F01he tofozne had had a viſion, 
Vo there Would one p2ocede of his line, 
wich thould him put out ofhys region, 


And cauſe iim in miſchief koꝛ to fyue, 


Foz agapne god pꝛeuapleth no counſayle, 


It nedeth not his ſtow to rehearſe, 

Noz the maner of his vnhappy chaunce, 
Nox the fallyng of Cirus kyngof Perſe, 
nozof king Tarquin foz his miſ 

though Bocyas here put thẽ in remTbzance 
Foz as me ſemcth it were a thing in veynt, 
thing once tol de, to tell it new agepn. 


And he liſt not now to be rechles, 

New ageyn to make rehcarſaple, 

Ok the — called Actaxerxes. 
Sith it is told what ſhould it moꝛe auayle; 
But he pzocedeth ſtrepgyt vnto Jtaple, 
To thex2 ſtoztes.and begynneti here, 

at Marcus Manlius, a Romayn coſulere, 


CTheende of 
the 1 


K RS 


The fourth Boke. 


| — — - — — — — —P—— 


dow Marcus Manlius wꝛought Aud tobe from hima riche bye of gold. 
and did fo Rome towne, and at ue en n auen n Engi gad 
che taſte he was by the commons ere or gold wh that W cus wan. 
caſt into Tibꝛe and there dꝛouned. 3 it home thꝛough his chmal rie, 
And ot Toꝛques he was called than, 


Che.i. Chapter. Marcus Toʒquatus. a thus þ name gan, 
C He to be called the ſto2y telleth bs, 
among Romains Tozquatus Manlius, - 
And he would oft ſeoparde good and lyke, 
—— — — — x 
nd there conquered foz a pzer e, 
Hondꝛp crounes with many riche ſtone, 
Wan Tunteles of golde many one, 
ſloꝛp Foz thilke time fo: duers high empziſes, 
Which by pꝛoceſſe foz his wozthines, wer crounes made in many londꝛye wyſes, 
Was thze times by tuſt eleccion, 
made conſul of that woꝛthy towne. 705 as Aulus Gelltus maketh mencton, 
there wer in Rome deuiſed rage crounes 
Which to the commẽõ ful greatly did auaſſe Foz ſuch as had foughten fo: the towne. 
diuerſe times fo; the tounes right, and foz they: laboz receiued their guerdotig 
ght in his dayes manye ſtrong bataile, by a pꝛerogatike called champions: 
and ape edthzough his great might, 2 of manhode ot — 
And in the field by aſinguler fight, Jeoparded their ltues koꝛ the tounes right. 
duttayed his enmpe luke as it is tolde, Ol. Litze 
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The fourth 


Lide their deſertes the rronnes toke they? 
fo: ſome of the wer called tetũphal (names 
poue vnto knightes foꝛ their noble fames, 
Other alſo called Obſidionall, 

in Komatn tõq. and ſome there wer Mura 
Eke other twain, Naual and Caſtrence, 
-and al they wer of full great excellence, 


Theermmphal made wer of golde, 

olkred tn trtumphes to wozthy Emperours 
ſet with Saphirs, and Rabies manifold, 
vpon the heades of mighty conquerours. 

x whan þ Rome was (hining in his flours, 
þ croune called w bzaunches boozned faire 
in their bulgare thaureatTozonayze, 


Thobſidiorlal of whiche J ſpake tofozn®, 
Deuiſed wer, the boke doth ſpecitye, 
crounes notable wouat like grein oz con 
roue vnto pꝛices which thzdw their cheualry 
reſcued ſieges andſaued the partte, 

Ok them that wer cloſed ſtreit withtn, 
though high pzowelle a crowne fo; to um. 


A nother croune that cafled was Murall, 
was geuen andgraunted by the Empexour 
To hym that firſt ran vpon the wal, 

at anyſiege,and there abode the ſhoure, 
Fighting alone in hope of ſome ſuccour, 
And he that might ſuch a bꝛunt ſuſteine, 
ſhould of Laurer weate a croune grent. 


Naual crounes wohn om wer oꝛdeined. 
fo: them that faught manly in the ſee, 

n their ſhipp:s wer together cheyned, 
He that of manhode and marctal ſuertee, 
vpon his enmies made firſt entree, 
receiue ſhould in all the peoples ſight, 
kozue lich a rother a croune clere + bztght, 


The next croune which called is Caſtrence, 
was yeue n of cuſtome to that manly knight 
p liſt auance him th2ough his magntficence 
hoſtes aſſembled teoparde would of myght, 
toſoꝛne alother enter into fight, 

ſhould eke recciue his nobleſle foz to queme 
a ſterred croune made like a Diademe. 


The croune alfo which called was Ouall, 
toke firſt name oftope andgladnes, 


f 


which kinges pꝛintes in attes marccaſl, 
Cifed ſome time in they iopous nobleſſe, 
at ſodain ſcatmiſhes of caſnall haſtiues, 
as wha they vanquiſhedpzoudly in bat alle 
ſuch as their higynes vnwarelp —_ af: 
aple, 
And koꝛ they wer of power inttncble, 
their noble crounes curiouſly wer wought 
of Mirtes bꝛaunches which ben t(mputrible 
Enduryng euer and co2rupt uought, 
Foz this wozde Duall,rf it be well ſought, 
is ſayd of g/adnes,as put is tn memoꝛpe. 
Oeypned foz pzinces after their victozye, 


Another croune called Ctuica, 

of Oken bowes was made rounde *pleyn 
O depned fo: them whiche pro re public 
Could in battayle reſcue a cite3rin, 

and ſlep his enmye that was a fozeyn, 

Of mighty Oke he ſhould foz manhead, 
clayme to weare a crounc vpon his head. 


And lyke as knightes in marciall delites, 


fo2 common proftte dyd themſelke auaunte 
So koꝛ their noble victoꝛious merites, 


Che Romain people had a great pleaſalice, 


with ſondꝛy crounes marciall in ſubſiaũte. 
Foz to guerdo their knightes moſt famous 
mine autout reco2de called A.Gellws, 


Among other that dyd their buſypayn. 
Such crounes manly to recure, 
Marcus Mavlius in manhode ſouerayne 
Put oft his lyfe in moꝛtall auenture, 

Fo in his fozce ſo much he did aſſure, 
that he deſerued full poze agone, 


Ok thele layd crounes many mo than one. 


Ind to encreaſe ot his noble fame, 
He did a thing both manly and dtune, 
wherby that he gate hym a ſurname. 
To be called Martus Capitoltne. 
whiche aboue all his names dyd , 
Whan he alone, wherbyhe is commen 
The Capitole from enmies hath defended, 


Chan they of Fraunce had take the cite, 
put al Rome at miſchief vnto flight, 
and lapde a waue with a great meynie, 


e Capitolle foz to take at night, 
— apaſſage that lay farre out of ſpght, 
Under a roche called Carmenton, 
thetr caue entred into the chief dongeon. 


hei wer there ſhꝛouded vnder a dark vale 
with 0zdenaunce and mighty violence, 
Coward midnight the wal foz to ſcale, 
Moſt couertly them ke in ſflence, 
Dempt placnly foz lache of reſiſtence, 

that thei ſhould mauger tho within, 

theyz houre aſligned the Capitolle winne. 


But the geeſe that wer within cloſe, 

the waker foules by noyſe of their cõming. 
gan beat their winges + vp anon thet roſe, 
wherth2ough this Marcus in his bed lyig 
Gan tabzayde and made no tarying. 

Coke his harneys moſt furious and wyoth, 
Ind to the walles in all haſte he goth, 


Indhym that came firſt vpon the wall, 

of very koꝛce without moze tarrying, 
Down into Tiber he made htm haue a fall, 
And al his felowes buſy in ſcaling, 

with ſhield oꝛ pauis oꝛ Ladders vp reiling 
this manly Mark ſhoztly to tompꝛehende, 
tnto the floude made them to deſcende, 


Unto the death ot him they wer abaued, 

ko by his knighthode and his hie renoune 
Mauger them the Capitolle ſaued, 

Ind afterward reſcued all the towne. 

Ind fo: the foztune in concluſton, 

Which that time did vnto him fall, 
Capitolinus men did hym after call, 


Ind fo: he was ſo victoztous, 

dymſelt alone by this hye victozye, 

This name he gate to him andalhis houſe 
Perpetually tobe in memo2ye, 

and regiſtred in the conſiſtoꝛpe. 

Intheir Chꝛonicles his name determined, 
bithgolden letters to be enlumined. 


And the gecſe of whom J ſpake alſo, 
that ſo well kept watche bpon the night, 
tate wer andoffred vnto Juno, 
Solemnely with great tozches light. 
To whom alſo it graunted was ok right, 


Booke. 


Whan a famine made their ſtoꝛe to fayle, 
thet ſpared wer and take foz no vitaple. 


And thus was Mark like a conquerour, 
woꝛſhipp ed in Rome all being of aſſent: 
but whan ſome folk be ſet in great honour, 
ſometime it hapneth thet hold the not cõtẽt 
With couetiſe their heartes be ſobleat, 
Fro ſuffiſaunce aboue thetr degrees, 

To lurmount to higher dignities. 


This Manlius was fret in his coꝛage, 

to greater woʒſhips ſodainly to aſcende, 
De ming ſo to haue had auauntage, 

And in himſelf gan frowardly pꝛetende, 
In that citie all other to tranſcende, 
beſide triiphes which wer to him reſerued 
bigher to elimbe than he hath deſerued. 


But there was one as made is mention, 
called Camillus a loꝛd ot great ſubſtaunce, 
which in the citte and in that mighty town, 
A boue al other had gouernaunce. 

And as it is put in rewembzaunce, 

to his greatnes no other might attaine, 


At whoſe nobleſſe Marcus gan diſdaine, 


In his heart he had a great enute, 

which cauſed him by outrage foz to erre, 
Igein Camillus whech foz his chtualrye, 
The towne gouerned both in peace ⁊ werte 
And fo2 Marcus would himſelf pꝛeferte, 
Aboue that pzince in woꝛſhip and honouc, 
firſt of the people he gate him great fauour, 


And by a maner of conſpiracte, 

He gathꝛed hertes of the commontie, 

and dzough alſo vnto his partie, 

Gzeat muſtitude thzoughout the citie. 
And thus aroſe firſtthe dzedeful enmitte, 
Within Rome the ſtozy telleth thus, 

at wene theſe pzinces Camil and Manlius 


Thus firſt p venim atwene them two was 

Ok haſty hatred by falſe occaſions, (ſowe 

Which in the citie at wene hye and lowe, 

Cauſed of new diuerſe diſcencions 

Akter the vncouth ſtraunge opinions, 

Fo: euery wyght dꝛough to his partie, 

As they wer meued in their kantalpe. 
D. il. But 
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The fonrtf) 


But koꝛ to ſtynt this oufranſonus etrour, 
and theſe haſly ſirmes furius, 

Joeinfro Tuſcan came a Dictatour, 
That time called Coꝛnelius Coſſus, 
Which of wiſedom blamed Manltus: 

Foꝛ he cauſed ſuch rancout in the towne, 
and foz his gilt comaunded hym to pꝛiſon. 


Tehech was tn maner hindꝛig to his name, 
And appalled in party hrs nobleſſe, 

Fo2 a time gan teclipſe his fame, 

but afterward the cloude of that darknes, 
Bycomon fauoꝛ was turned into clerenes, 
Foꝛ as it had be right fo: the nones, 

in his defence the commons roſe at ones. 


Firſt whi thet had amd thett gret rumozs, 
myd of their fell and hateful contencion, 
ſho:tiprebuked the wozthy Senatours, 
becauſe Marcus was ſet in pziſon, 
Thich had been ſohelplich to the town. 
whom to deliuer thei diuers meanes ſought 
And as J findeeuen thus they w2ought, 


Firſt thei clad the tin mournig clothes blake 
pate of thetr faces pitouſly weping (hate 
their berdes vnſhauen. ther heere to rend ⁊ 
like furious men bp and down rennyng, 
totoꝛte the pꝛiſon al the nyght wakyng. 
And on his harmes plainly to bewzcke, 
Thei gan manace the pꝛiſon foz to bꝛee. 


And fo: to ſtint thetr outragicus clamour, 
The Senatours made anon o2vatn, 
todeliucr hym out of his ſctour, 

loſe his fetters and to bzeake his chayne. 
And whan he was deltuered out of papn, 
He lyſt not lint of haſty eruelte, 

of pꝛoude cozage auenged foz to be. 


And in his furious fell prefſumpeion, 
mauger the Senate * tribunes cuerichone 
Said he wouldgouerne Nome towne, 

At whole outrage they gan dildayn anone, 
the peoples hertes from hym wer ee 
And foz his pꝛide they by aucſement, 
Alligned hym to come to iudgement. 


Fo:ſake he was thzoughout the eitte, 
there came not one with him of his ktnrede 


He fond no help in his aduerſitte, 

Sangre a few came with hym in deve, 

Of the commons ful feble at ſuch a nede. 
And thus(alas) he fond no reſiſtenes, 
Was valable vnto his defence. 


But fo ſuecour conftreined and in dꝛede, 
Away he put his clothyng and veſture, 
And naked ſtode verely in dede, 
Shewing his woũdes which he did endure, 
at manyſtirmiſh and diſcomfiture, 

And koz reſrue to ſpeake in weꝛdes few, 
The Capitolle to them he did ſhewe. 


And in ſuppoꝛting cke of his quarele, 
meuyna the people to rue on hys compleing 
firit to his goddes loude he dyd appele, 
To pꝛʒeſerue hym of that he was atteint, - 
The people about him th teres albeſpzeing 
that the Judges aſtonyed wer in dede, 
Wheras they (at ageyn hym to pꝛocede. 


But lecretely he was led out of pzees, 
To a place called frumentene, 

and there(alas)thep wer ſo merciles, 

His dome by rtgour fully to termine. 
Sparednother nobleſſe no2 lyne, 
Frothe Capitolle out of the chiefe dongeon 
Lowe into Tibet foz to be caſt down, 


This was his ende voyde of all fauour, 
Which na man would redzeſſe noz amende, 
by crucitie caſt out of that towze, | 
which he whilom mo? knightly gan deffd, 
But what ma can by waiting comprehend 
The viiſure ſuccour fond in neceſſitie, 
To them that labour foz any commontie. 


Let men behold ß truſt in woꝛldly thynges 
and namelpthey that be proud and hauten 
Open ther pen, caſt vp they: lokynges, 
To conlider and ſee wel in certe pn. 

who truſteth koꝛtune his truſt is but in ben 
And ik pe ſyſl a clete exaumple fynd, | 
among remeber on Marcus tn your mind, 


what might auayle his nobleſſe in battad 
Bies ok gold erounes of Laurere, 

His tiche plates oz his vnconth maple, 
his mighty ſhicldes þ ſhone lo bught e * 


ON hts trtumphes ſong kerre and nere, 
Oꝛ his victoztes foꝛ the citie wꝛought. 
In his mtlchtef auatled hym right nou ght. 


¶ Here Bochas u2iteth in part ayeinſt 
ſuch as cannot be content with ſufftc 
ſance, but bſurpe to high dignities, 


¶ The. it. Chapter. 


_ Ere John Bochas 

x) [£\calleth tomemorye, 

« 2 The ſtraunge Dalatre, 

2) UB the famous guerdoun, 

of them that gate by conqueſt and bvictozye, 
Honour of ttiumphe within Kome towne, 
how it was vſed he maketh mencion, 
Settouſ ly rehcarſeth the manere, 


it which J ſhal wꝛite if pe Liſt to Heare, 


Iduiſe was take firſt ok eſlates thꝛee, 

Of men ok armes which that were pzeſent, 
Chat ſaw in dede the magnantmitee, 

Ot hym that ſhall haue it by tudgemente. 
Ok the y they muſt haue cke aſſent, 
and ok the Senat and people moſt notable 
by pzefe ſought out that he wer found able. 


This pztnee alſo other the captein, 

which (hal p triumph recetue of ber right, 
Within a chaire ful richly beſepne, 

he ſhalbe ſet of gold boozned bꝛyght. 

fret with ſtones which ſhal yeue a light, 
Is Phebus doth in his mioday ſphere, 

that no darkenes about htm (al appere. 


This heauenly chatre ſhal fo: moꝛe delpte, 
toſhew thenereaſe of his knightly glozye, 
Be led and dzaw with foure dedes whyte, 

Though the cite in token ok his victoꝛye. 
Ind he ſhall haue fo; aſinguler memozy; 

in his right hand a palme of gold ful ſhene, 
And on his head a croune of Laurer grene, 


de hall eke haue aboue al his armure, 

dzed with palmes a coate of purple read 
his lett hand his quarels foz tallure, 
ſtandard round declaryng his manhead, 
Ind all aboue ſet vpon the head, 

The pzinces arme s ful riche ofapparayle, 


Booke. 


And ok tuſtome the ſaxd ſtandard (alt 

Be richly depeint with tedde col eur, 

And ſo this knight, this man moſt marciall, 
S halbe conueyed like a conquerour. 

And pet fo: moze encreaſe ot his honour, - 
vpon their fete his puſoners euerpchone, 
take by his manhode about his chatxe (hail 


(gone, 


The moſt woꝛthy faſt by his ſyde, 

all the remnaunt after on hym lokyng. 
Echone of p Poctes which in p town abide 
Shal on him waite at his home commyng, 
Ditees deuiſe and cfhis conqueſtſyng, 
and ſtraunge minſtrels to bere allorecozde 
the pꝛ (uſtrumentes (hall touch? ofaccozde, 


Illof entent to peue him moꝛe coꝛage, 

to the Capitolle ſo he ſhalbe bzought; 

and leſt of pꝛide he fall in none onirage, 
Noz ſurquedye withen his owne thought, 
the mol} wzetch (hal of the town be ſought, 
Myhich of cuſtoine hal haue a ſtafte on hõd 
and in the chaire behind his backe vp ſtony 


Gnothy ſeanton in Gꝛeke he ſhouldſepne, 
which in our tong plainly doth cxpzeſſe, 
know thy ſelf,remembytng in certeine, 
Upon foztunes froward doublenes, 
On whom to truſt may be no likernes, 
And who that doubteth where þ it be thus, 


Let him remember the ende of Manus. 


what auaſled his triumphes oꝛ his bies, 
crounes of gold, oꝛ pearled fre ſh tunicles, 
His high proweſſe.0zal his chinalrees, 
Singuler fighting 02 marcial particles, 
newly remembzed oz ted in old Chzonicless 
peiſe his merites and ſee at the laſt, 

how into Tibet their chaumpion they eaſt, 


To his excuſe auailed neuer a dele, 

favour of cõmons Carectes ok his woſides, 
Noz to ihe goddes his lamentable appele, 
noz remebꝛance of ther traucthiſed botides, 
Territoz(es,noz winning of the groundes, 
which p he wan with ſperiding of his blode 
all auit in one to hym no ſlede they ſtode, 


O. ul. Here 


in whoſe quarel he accompliſhed d bataple. 
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The fourth 


kirſt wha of pꝛide he would haue be reteme 
to high eſtate which he might not atteyne. 
therthzough Þ Senat gan at htm diſdein 
And the commons ay falſe at ſuch a nede, 
left Him in miſchief toke of hi none hoe, 


Here ye mayſeehow Foꝛtune ſodeinſpe, 
clerenes ot fame can chaunge to deckenes, 
Gloꝛp to tepꝛoche, woꝛſhip to vilanye, 

And toye paſſed to moꝛtall heguines, 
Swetenes ofſauoure into bitter nes, 

And ſobernes into furious rage, 

and old fraunchiſe to thzaldome x ſeruage. 


Fe: there was neyther requeſt noz pꝛapet. 

That auapled to his deſtueraunce, 

= cheynes fetted deadly of loke and chert 
bode Þ ſentence of his finall greuaunce, 

Pale of face, tremblyng countenaunce, 

than he(alas)gan moꝛtally appꝛoche, 

Ol Tarpe ya to the hidcous roche, 


Of Tarpe pa this roche bare the name, 
after a Lady,as made is mencton, 

Called Tarpera which fxl in great defame 
Becauſe ſhe was aſſented to treaſon, 

To haue bꝛouqht enmtes into Rome town, 
TUherof conuitt het ſloꝛy is wel know. 
Under that roche ſhe was ydolue lowe, 


This roche alſo was called Carmentoun, 
After a woman of great autozitie, 

called Carmentis, whiche thꝛouah het hygh 
the Capttolle made in that citit, (rencun 
Ind ſhe fond letters fir ot our A bc. 
And tunnyng had among her wozkes all, 
Declare afoze.thing that ſhould betall, 


And on this hard llurdy roche of ſtone, 
Fro the Capitolle Marcus was caſt down, 
Other fauour noꝛ frendſhip fonde he none 
Fo all his batailes fought foz the towne. 
The comons heartes wer tutned vp ſo dou 
Whoſe loue is lie pꝛeued at aſſap, 

A blaſe of fire, now bzight and now away. 


The comon people may hcote and crie faſt, 
As their deartes ledfaſt wer and ſtable, 
but at a nede their pꝛomes will not laſt, 

St theyz cozages thet be ſo remeuable, 

To folow tealon gieriſh and vntreatable, 
Lighilydeclining and þ is full great ruthe, 
Itter optnions and nothyng aftcr truth. 


This Manlius was of his truſt decetued 
whole luſt vnicful was departed on tweinie, 


CLenuoye, 


JN this tragedy men may behold ann ſee, 
the perilous damages of falſe ambicton, 

Of them ß be not content with their degrs 

But would vp clymbe 1 yke their optnton , 

To hype eſtate bp bſurpacion, 

Which not conſider þ ſentence of ſcripture 

In a good meane men lengeſt may endure 


Who that bſurpeth to higher dignitte, 
Tyan apper teineth to his condicion, 

In royall chapzes foꝛ to make his ſee; 
And hath no title of line noz reaſon, 
thꝛough froward pꝛide ful oft he is put doi, 
Toꝛ lacke he ſceth not how eucry creature, 
In a good meane lengeſt may endure. 


Mhan Dedalus taught his ſonne to lle, 
e bad hym firſt of hye dfſcrecton, 
ebus heate kepe his winges free, 
And kro Neptunus colde congelacion, 
Meanyng hereby fo: ſhoꝛt concluſtonz 
That who that liſt wit ij tope his ſtate aſſurs 
Jn a good meane he lengeſt ſhalt endure, 


Remember the manhode # magnantmitte, 
of Marcus Manltus whech by pzeſiipcion, 
Would haue gouerned Rome the citie, '.. 
mauger the Senate ruled p myghty town, 
Vhich turned aftet to his A 

Foz he ſaw not (ſach was his auenture,) 
Jnagood meane men lengeſt map endute. 


Some in thetr greateſt high profperitie, - 
of froward cozage and furious mocron, | 


In the pn great we ale by kalle duplicttie, 
Haue a mancr ſtraunge condition, 


Not to be content with plentte noꝛ koyſon 
Bya falſe etike which of their nature, 
iu a good meane ne cannot longendute, 


| 
But in this earth greateſt felicitie, 


Booke. dl. Cili. 


) Is heartes eafe richeſt poſſeſſion, He was acquamtcd with quene Olimpias, 
with ſuffiſaunce content fo: tobe, and ſo ſecrete plainly this the caas, 
Of wozldly trouble teſchewe thoccaſton, That vpon her men lapd by dempng, 
Meuyng no quare is cauſyng defcenctom, Gate Alexander the great mighty kyng, 
uoꝛ clatme nothyng which hard is torecure 
uth in a good meane mt lege ſt may endure But how he fledoutofhis region, 
2 Ok his ymages no2 his yllulions, 
unces remember in your moſt maieſtie, Bochas maketh no manet mencton, 


. tnuy ot ciymbing cauſeth dauſion. Noꝛ how he wꝛouaht by tncantacions, 

N Be of accoꝛde truſt in no commontie, Noꝛ of his lubtpli operacions, 

| which at a point is but decepcion,  Nozhowthathe like a man by night, 
Ind ſpecially fie ſimulacion. UWhilom appered in the quencs fyght, 


ye may in Marcus ſee a plaine figure, 
p which koꝛ ambicion might no while endure Dane of his death Bochas watteth ryghe 
: remeb2ignetherÞ time no2Þ date (nought 
¶ dow Nectanabus kyng of Egipte how he a Alexander together haue ſought, 
.* wasbyXerxcs conlirepned to flee The courſe of ſterres toward eue late. 


— — 


2 


his kyngdome, And how his ſonne iyke as was his fate, 

doune from a bꝛidge by full moꝛtall wake, 
¶ The. iii. Chapter. Calt him backward and ſo his necke bzake, 1 

| Af tet the fall of Marcus (Dow Pauſanias Duke of Lacede- 
Manlus, -: moyne was eryled by them of La⸗ * 
Vochas anone gan Hts cedemoyne, 1 

— 2 ple d:eſſe, 4 | | 

b:iefly to teil ot Hectanabus, ¶ The. uli. Chapter. 


king ol Egipt, and ot his great ticheſle. 


Seing afoze in al his nebleſſe, is was his ende, and atter 
By bncouth craft how he nenightcheſe, this Bothas. 
chat in al haſt his croune he ſhould leſe. — — 1 his ſiyle 

27 nce, 
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na be was cunnyng in eſpeciall, Ok Pauſantas to tell the piteous caſe, 
4 F 2ndryght expert as made is mencion, And al the maner of his wofull chaunce. 
„In al the ſciences calledliberall, Which was a Duke and had in goucrnatice 
 & Indknewafoze by calculacion, Lacedemoyne there foundyng a cite, 
„dow god would make a tranſmigraciow which ok old time was called Bilaunte. 
Ok his k audplainly torepozt, it, 
the londe of perſe to Gzekes ful tranſpoꝛt. The Lacedemoyns þ citie gate w myght, 


and it cuuquered by they: chtualrte, 
Fo: by king terxes out of his countrey, Fafterward whether it wer wꝛong 92 right, 
mauger his tre aſoꝛ. his tũning ⁊ his might. Thetcxyled the ſame Pauſanye, - 
this Nectanabus conſireincovwastofle, And thus Foztune though her kalſe enute, 
Dutſt not abide to haue ofhym a ſight, Cauſedthat Duke without moze delayes, 
Ind into &us ce he 2ough hym anon ryght, in ſoꝛow and pouertte fo to end his dates. 


k rotixte a but after olde waitynges, 

' I like a Pagicie he wꝛought wider thinges, ¶ How Clearchus thetirant of Hera» 
ft | clia foz exto2cion à oppꝛe ſſion was 

won koꝛtune ferther to pꝛocede, llayn vy the knyght Leonides. 

w bis cunnyng be greatly fozthered was, | 

s | 3ndbyhisleightie woꝛkyng eke in dede, (Che. v. Chapter. 


After 


* 


The fourth 


ohn Bochas 
das moued of coꝛage, 
Foꝛ to rcheacſe with al his buſy pain, 
The great fury and the odious rage, 
Ok Clearchus which by great outrage, 
Though he not was famous in chualtie. 
He noped all parſons with his tirannye. 


cher foꝛe Bochas gan at hym diſdaine, 
Caſt he would onelp fo: his ſake, 

Touch of ticantes mo than one 02 twayne, 
And by wꝛiting agein them a wacre make. 
And in his hand he gan a penne take, 
Told in oꝛdet the perilous peltilence, 
which thet wzought by moztall violence, 


Firſt he declareth how fortune of right, 
Igein tyꝛantes furious and wode, 

Hãth full cauſe fo2 to ſhew het might, 
tappalle theit drgaities in which p thei ſlode 
Such as reiopſe fo: to ſhed blode, 

Do noucght els but labour and deuiſe, 


To lpople the people in many ſondꝛye wple, . 


And Clearchus thzongh his trueltie, 
Andhiscontriued falſe extoꝛcions, 
Was moꝛtal enmye to a fapꝛe citie, 
Called Heraclie and manp other townes, 
And by his extoꝛt falſe oppꝛeſſions. 

As the dede concluded at a pztef, 


All that countrep he bzought to miſchte ke, 


Turnyng his grace and fauonr to hatrede 
mercy andpitte.vnts crueltie, 

Fraunchiſe ofpeople to ſeruitude à dzede, 
Oppꝛe ſſed the yz fredom and old libertie, 


g 8ltheir ſtatutes by which thet were made 


he interrupted of foꝛce, ⁊ not of right (fre 
which made him odcous in caery mis light 


But to reſtreine his great extozetons, 
foztune this while was not rechles, 

Fo: his hozrible abhominacions, 

She gan tauale hyin this goddes mertile g 
By a good knight called Leonides, 
Which with a ke low bozne of that countrey 
Call on this tirant auenged foz to be. 


Thep dempt it was an almeſſe deve, 

to ſet theyꝛ lor de in quiet and in eaſc, 

Ok a tirant the furfous bloud to ſhede 
His (mpoztable malice foz tappeaſe, 
which to their citte dyd lo great diſcaſe, - 
Indof aſſent with their ſwerdes kene, 
thei lough the tirant in their moꝛtall tene. 


Of whoſe death many a man was fapne, 
And ſpectally of Beraciye the citte, 
Dempt it was medefullþ he was ſoſlayn, 
To let in quiet all a tommontte. 

Loe here men may the ryghtful guerddſe, 
of tirantes,which by theyꝛ violence, 

To oppꝛeſſe the pcople haue no conſcience, 


how the vicious Deontfe king of Siet 


* _  Ncughhes brethzen a kynred,x af: 


ter being exiled died at miſchief, 
¶ The. vi. Chapter, 


ter this tirant 

87 a ful heauy chere, 

And countenaunce 

#8 pitecus and lamentable, 
Unto Bochas Diontſe dyd appere, 
Which in tiranny moſt was impoꝛtable, 
though al his land hateful and repzeuable, 
But koꝛ al that he gan mine autour praye, 
Ok hits maners ſome what to wute aud ſay, 


Bochas lyſt not rehearſe hes linage, 
no; make no pꝛoteſſe of his genealogle, 
Becauſe he was with al his great outrage, 
Full of al vices ot᷑ pꝛide, and lecherpe. 

Ok auartice ot pe, and of enupe, 

In Sictle helde his royal ſee, 

At Siracuſis a mightie ſtrong citte, 


Thts Diontſe was curfedof nature, 
moſt malicious both of thought aud dede. 
Fo: as it is remembzed in ſcripture, 

he ſlough his bꝛetqen, his coſins,x kynred? 
That he alone in peace myght poſlede, 
without trouble oz interrupcion. 

Ok al Dicile the mightie region. 


Among al vices Bochas doth ſpecifye, 
He gan dzaw vato pdlencs, 
Folowed 


0 3 


folowed bis luſtes of foule lecher ye, 

and oft of cuſtome he kyll in dunkennes, 
qthought it was moſt ſoue rain bleſſednes, 
e as he had be maiſter of foztune, 

to folow his luſtes and ay therin cont une. 


ware right fat and wonder cozſious, 
— his tyen gan dacke of theyꝛ ſight, 
that vneth this man moſt vicious, 
Ne might not wel behold the dayes lyght. 
Ind ok malice thts tirant agayn ryght, 


With help of robbours and of falle fozetns 


Slough of his citie nye all the Citezeins. 


his vicious lyke in oder to rehearſe, 

Tarr contagtous to the audience, 

his extoꝛt pilages wꝛought in Gzece ⁊ Perſe 
Fo; to wute 02 tell them in ſentence, 

would infect the apze with peſtuente. 

But 7 w yl bacefly remember anddilcryue, 


The ſacrileges which he dyd his liue. 


In Uenus temple beſyde Citheron, 

aoreat number of women he did call, 

ful wel beſe pne and by oppzeſiton, 

he made his mene bnwarely on them kal. 
Diſpoxled them ſo, that one and all, 

By his outrage and froward violence, 
They naked (ode echeone in his pzelence, 


And whã he ſaw their ſhape + theit features 
he choſe out ſuch as wer to his pleaſaunce 
robbing Þ renat,toke fro th their veſtures 
And le i them go without ozdemaunce. 

Ind koꝛ this vncouth abhominable chaũce 
the citie of Locris aroſe with mighty hond 
fo: his outrage banichyng hym their lond, 


Another time alſo he did ſotourne. 

within the temple,lyke as it is tolde, 

Of Jupiter, ſonne vuto Saturne, | 
Trerc beholding his reliques manifolde', 
Saw among other a mantel large ot gold. 
Wherupon wohan he caſt his ſoke, 
That riche ie well vnto his ble he toke. 


And thus he ſayd hymſell to eſtuſe, 

It was to heauy aad to comberous, 

In ſomet ceaſon that mantell foꝛ to bſe, 
Becauſe it was to large and to ponderous 


2Booke. 


Toelchews rautine and falſe extoꝛcion. 


And duetkmoꝛe he alleged foꝛ hym thus: 
Sith the garment koꝛged was of gold, 
Foz winter ſeaſon how it was to colde. 


And whan he gan away the mantel pul, 
than right anon this tirant deceinable, 
gaue him another ſyngle made of wul, 
Ifkirmed ſoothly it was moꝛe couenable, 
to epther ceaſon moꝛe mete and agreable. 
Concludyng thus,foz ſomer tt was light, 
t warme foz winter to weare Þ froſty nyght 


Another time this tir ant ede alſo, 

which was of heart moſt auaricious, 
Entred onte the temple of Apollo. 

and ok his ſonne Eſculapius, 

And whan this tirant fell and coutrarious. 
beheld Apollo berdles that was olde, 

and Eſculaptus with a long berd ol golde. 


Quod Diontſe than (as ſemeth vnto me,) 
here is a ſtraunge froward conuentence, 
That the father berdles ſhould be, 

The ſonne be rded ſtondyng in his pꝛeſence 
Made anone by ſturdy violence, 

To take away the berd which in his ſyaht 
of molt fine gold ſhone ſo cle re and bꝛiqht. 


Thzough Eꝛete x Peple where euer he dyd 
in all the tẽpies thts was his vſice (gon. 
the ſtately reliques with many riche ſtone, 
And maſſytablesof mighty gteat ſubſtãce 
to tate them al that wer to his pleaſauce. 
He ſpared none, thus lyuyng lyke athicfe;” 
tyl he by vengeate was bꝛought to miſchiel 


Siracuſanes where he was crouned kyng, 
All of aſſent there is no moꝛe to ſeyne, 

Fo: his out trages and vicious i{tuyng, 
They baniched hym, neuer to come ageine. 
And ſo this tiraunt vacant went in vern, 
About the wo2ld? like a falſe fugittfe, 

and lo at mefcheke this Dionile loſt his life. 


CLenuoye, 
THis tragedy yeueth a warnyng, 


to all tho that haue dominacion, 
Ouer the people, Pzince -Dube oꝛ kyng; 


Byd 
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Ry ens 


The fourth 


Byd them conſider how by thorcaſion, 
Ok foule pillage and froward tiranny, 
{This ſapd Dionlſe at miſchiet muſt dye. 


Fpꝛſt he compaſſed falſly ymaginyng, 

to ſley the Cite uns of his royall towne, 

his bꝛethꝛẽ, his coſins, his kinred not ſparig 
B2ought all his blode to deſtruccion. 

In ſlaughter he had ſuch delectacion, 
Retoyſpng euet in murther and robber p. 
which cauſed hym at myſchpef fo to dye, 


To ſpople temples was moſt his retopſyng 
toke all theyꝛ treaſours to hys poſſeſſion: 
Tables of gold with ſtones freſh ſhynyng 
eke fro the gods the reliques he toke doun 
Where euet he rode in anp region. 
Whoſe ſacrilege and compaſſed fetonpe, 
cauſed him vnwarely in miſchiet foz to dye. 


In Uenus temple by recoꝛde of wꝛityng. 
De dyd a foule froward abuſion, 

al gentle women that came there to oft ring 
Them he diſpopled as made is mencion. 
Let them go naked without excepcion. 
Fo} which defame and great — — 


He banyſhed was and dyd m miſchtek dye. 


Noble pztnces remember on this thyng, 
Compaſſed malice and falſe colluſion, 

muſt haue euil ending #come to reknyng. 
fraud ay with fraud, rece pueth his guerdon 
Haue this in mynde conti in reaſon, 
That all tirantes plainly to ſpecikte, 

Had here ſhoꝛt lyfe oz dyd at miſchief dye. 


CThe autour agapn pꝛeſumpteous people 
and pzinces holdyng themſelfe foz goddes. 


¶ The vu. Chapter, 


aſtonpe d in pour aupſe, 
To ſee tirantes 
that ben incozrtgible, 
lelt lrõ they; ſees that held thẽſelk fo wyle 
thought they: power was very mutncible. 
Though tofoꝛe 
Wherkoze remember # do nothing meruafl 
W vnware falles though foꝛtune the aſſapl. 


god nothyng is impoſſible. | 


Fo: whan tyꝛantes been ſet on Hye ſtages 
of ppgnities.repgnyng lyke wode lions, 
Full harde it is to wzeſt they: cozages, 
Other to temper then dyſpoſicions. 
wozldly felicitie ſo blyndeth they: reaſong, 
As they to god wer egall ofpower, 

And had foztune vnder they: daunger, 


Recozde of Dioniſe that oft was afrapde 
Baſſaut of foꝛtune like as was his fate, 
Fo: vicious liu png thꝛe tymes dyſamapde, 
As his ſtoꝛy remembꝛeth of old date. 

Next on the ryng now commeth Polycrate, 
with one Uitruutus tyzant of Ftavle, 
Reygnyng lyke wulues toppꝛeſſe p pozayle 


Fo: whan tyzantes in dyuers regions, 
Ok ſurquedy catche an opinion, 

That theyz eſtates and dominac tons. 
ſhouldeuer endure dy long ſucceſſion, 

as god noꝛ foꝛtune myght not put them daſi 
But as they wer in they: eſtate ropall, 
This wozld to rule to both two egall, 


Firſt toward god thet haue loſt ſhame a dye 
touching his guerdons other of top 02 petn 
Indifferente atwene trouth and falſehed, 
the yz luſt pſerued, no koꝛs who laugh oꝛ plein 
God is foꝛgotten, at foztune they diſdayue, 
As both wer reclaymedto they: lure, 
fallly tranſcendyng p boũdes of meaſure, 


Fo: which ſometyme as bokes ſpecifye, 
Godlyſt ſuffer as made is mention, 
That koꝛtune by a maner mockery, 
kauououreth ſome folke like they: opinion, 
Tenhaunce they power by falſe decepcioll 
As lhe wer ſet playnly foz toſeye, 

To ſexue they; luſt and durſt not diſobey. 


Cow kyng Policrates of the Ille of 
Samos foz extoꝛcion # tyzanny was 
higed til euery toint wee fro other. 


¶ The viii. Chapter. 


== Eco2de J take 
; V1 on pꝛoude Poltcrate, 
| 8 Tit ant oł Samos 


which ſoze labcured ratiy and eke late, 
Igein conſcience of furious cruelrie, 
Cabounde tn riches,and fo to haue plentie 
of woꝛldly treſours, de ming that foztune ay 
Co his deſyzes ne durſt not ſay nay, 


Foztune to hym by many diuers ſygne; 
ſhewed outward great tokens of pleaſacice, 
was tohym eke right fauozable ⁊ benigne 
n all her poꝛt by a maner attendaunce, 

g ſhe had been vnder his obeyſaunce, 

to luft e his cofers W treaſours locked faſt 
Of falſe entent to mocke him at the lalt. 


All wozldip ticheſſe his luſtes did obey, 
Ind whan he fond ſhe was ſo fauourable, 
fo; a ſeaſon as ſhe liſt to playe, 1 
this blind godde ſſe vnſute euet vnſtable 
Set hym (lo hte vpon fames table, 

Offalſe entent in his eſtate ropall, 
whan he lat higheſt to make him haue a kal. 


105 in himſelf of pzide he gan to deme, 

dow that he ſtode moſt in pꝛoſperitie, 

Ok them that weared croune oz Diademe, 
Iboue al other in moſt felicitte. 

And thus enhaunſed in his ropall ſee, 
Thought him egall with goddes in comune 
ferre from al daunger of tate oꝛ ot᷑ foztune; 


Ind koz tattempt of goddes the power, 
and ok foztune the variaunt doublenes, 
be toke a ring ofgolde full bzight andolece, 
Therin a Ruby of excellent richeſſe, 
Seking occalion of ſome new heauines, 
which neuer afoze had know of ſuch thyng 
Into the ſee anon he caſt his ryng. 


Pſſpayzed again it to recure, 

he dempt it was an impoſſible, 
butright anon fiſhers of anenture, 

Like a meruaile very incredible, 

among the waues htdcous and hozrible, 
caſt in their nettes ik it would auayle, 
faking a fiſhe the tyng in his entratls. 


Which was pꝛeſented at aſolemnitie, 

io Policrates with full great treue rente. 
whan he ſar crouncd in his moſt dignitie , 
Itafeaſtoffamousexcellence, 


2Bdoke. 


Fol. Cv. 
The fiſh bndone anon in his pꝛeſence. 

mid thentrailes his keruer onde the ryng, 
of auenture and toke it to the kyng, 


Which dempt of pꝛide and high p2eſtipets; 
that Neptunus god of the ſalt ſec, 

Had of his ryna mane reſtitucton, . 

And durſt not oſfend his mateſtee, - 
wherupon a fantaſye caught he, (ſyghe; 
nother heaueniy gods noz foxtune blindof 
wer both vnhardy tattept agein his might. 


His great outrage to god was not bnknow 
and his pꝛeſũpcion koꝛtune hath wel eſpied 
koꝛ which the made aduerſttie bend her bow 
and of her whele p ſpokes the hath ſo gyed 
Wheron he ſate moſt richely magnifped, 

that he vnwarely down fro his hye nobleſſe 
was bzought ful low tn lozow X wietehedaes 


In wozlviy toy not hing is moꝛe to dꝛede, 
than whan foztune is moſt blandiſhyng, 
Andß herflattry is fret with woꝛldly mede 
High on her whele to make fooles ſyng. 
Tha ok her nature ſozow ſhe doth in bꝛyng. 
witnes of pꝛinces of ol de 62 new date. 

and recoꝛde al ſo ofpꝛoud Policrate, 


Sometime he ſat hye on koꝛtunes whele, 
of pꝛoſpetitie with bemes clere (ſhinyng, 
whoſe temple is made of glas + not ofſtels 
Her chziſtal eyes vnwarely diffolupng, 
Though it be freſh outward in ſhewing. 
vnſure to ſtond on, and bꝛotill foz tabpde, 
who truſteth moſt, moſt likely is to llyde. 


The gietiſh quene of chere and face double 
withdꝛough her kauout and began to varpe 
fro Polictates ſet him in loꝛowe # trouble, 
Were agayn hum malittouſiy contrarype, 

Cauſprg Oꝛontes conſtable tb king Darp 
Mauger this tirant in moſt his crueltie, 

to gyn a warre on Samos the citie. 


Ind whan dis glozy was mel elere of light 
and his nodleſſe ſhone higheſt at the ful, 
koꝛtune gan thzough her changeable might 
of his pꝛoſperitie the fethers fo2 to pul, 
And than at crſt his coꝛage gan to dul. 

and all his pude vnwarelp fo; tappall, 
Than 


The fourth 


han he was ſpoyled of his riches all, 


Firſt whan Oꝛontes his coũtrey gan aſſail 
This Poltcrates of ſodain auenrure, 
Outraped was and taken in battaile, 

By a kull perilous moꝛtall diſcomtiture. 
Thus foztune could bzig him vnto het lure 
Thꝛough her vnware vgly falſe diſde nes 
led into pꝛiſon and bound in ſtrong cheines 


The people that dwelled within his region 
-Keloxſed in heart to ſee him ſuffer payne, 
His ticannp, his falſe extoꝛcion, 

Cauſed that they did at him diſdaine. 

Fo; ot his death no man liſt complaine, 

me though p woꝛld be glad * haue pleſice 
To ſee a tirant bzought vnto miſchance. 


Foure thinges his tozmentes did augment 
Sodayn departing from his olde riches, 
And that be ſaw eche man in his entent, 
Ok his miſchte t haue ſo qreat gladnes. 
Paged he was. mine autout bereth witnes: 
and henge ſo long in tempeſt ein x thuder, 
Tyl euer p ioynt 


other went aſonder. 
To beaſtes wild and koules rauenous, 


naked he henge ſuch was his auenture, 

to all folkes he was fo odious. 

Had in deſpite of euerpcreatare. 

At his departing denped ſepulture, 
Guerdon foz tirantes vengeable # rerhles, 
that cannot ſuffer p people to liue in peas. 


Thus mape tirauntes exce 
by falſe ful wel rel ẽbled be (boũds 
To cruell S,02 to furtous houndes, 
Fret with an etike of gredy crueltte, 

To ſtanche their hiiger auapleth no plentie 
which koz their ſurfetes froward foz to rede, 
W Poltcrates in hel ſhal haue theyz mede. 


ding ferre they; 


C Howe the tiraunte Alexander 
ſlough his phdoſopher Cali⸗ 
ſthenes with other mo oz 
laying ok truth. 


¶ The. ix. Chapter. 


Mong all Nozyes 
to tell the piteous caſe, 
Ot wokul plc intttes 
that put themſelf in pꝛees. 

w weptng tyen mine autour John Bochag 
Was meued in heart not to be techles, 
To waite the fail of Caliſthenes. 
The wherh/alas)as it is remembzed, 
was fo; his truth on peces al diſmembyed, 


Foz whan Bochas his ſtoꝛp gan aduert, 
He dempt anon in his fantaſte, 

No man had lo hard a ſtonen hert, 

That might of right his pen kepe dye, 
To ſee the pꝛoceſſe of his tozmentrye, 
Pet gan mine autour his woful pen pꝛokct. 
ro wzite p wzong done to this philolorher. 


This Caliſthenes in youth right well thew 

— grene age pꝛomote d to doctrine, (ed 
y influente otheauenly kate adewed, 

Greatly to pzofite in mozall diſcipline, 

diſpoſed of nature by grace which is dum 

To conquete (as bokesſpecefie.) 

The noble ſurname of philoſophte. 


Of his merites famous and notable, 
Philoſophie dyd her buſy payne, 

to peue him ſucke becauſe that he was able 
(The ſote milke ot her bzeſtes twain, 

molt pzectous licoz who might therto attem 
foz bawme is none the vertue wel declared, 
of woꝛldly riches may be therto compared. 


This pꝛecious pimet is poue vnto no foles 
aboue all lic ours it doth ſo kerre excel. 
whoſe oz#ginal ſpzange im the holy 

Of Athens as famous bokes tell, (well 
fo: of Philoſophte there ſpzange out firſt 
where Caliſihenes p experifce is wel couth, 
with fulſ6 plentte was foſlred in his youth 


Though he was bozne ofa good linagy, 
vertue made him moe high vp foz taſcend 
to be enhaunſed fo nobleſſe of cozage, 
Moꝛe than fo: bloud who can compzehend 
Fo: Philoſophers and clarkes moze cmd 
the mozal vertues ftreaſoured by wziting's 
tha al treaſozs of wozlviy nenen, 


1 * 2 * 


sss = 


Theſe old clerkes,theſe two Philoſophers 


Of gentel ſtockes reken out the ilTues, 

chat be diſcendeddoun from a royal liae, 
Jethey be vicious and voide of al vertues, 
and haue no tarage of vertues diſcipline 
with tẽpoꝛal treaſour though they flozilhe 
as f0: a time ſitting on hie ſtages, (3 ſhine 
Without vertue they are but dead mages. 


Fo; though paices haue cdᷣquered by batail 
this woꝛld in roundnelle by their chtualrie, 
what map their tretiphes oꝛ nobleſſe auaſte 
without that vertue by right their titles gie 
Co be compared vnto Phtloſophie? 

Fo; Philoſophers apply all cheir ententes, 
To knowe Þ heauen and cours of elemẽtes 


Theyſct no ſtoze of thinges tranſitoze, 
noz of foꝛtunes expert doubleneſle. 

Co heauevly thinges is ſet al ther memo 
how ſeut planecs in their cours the dꝛeſſe 
meueng their ſters ſparking in ther bzight: 
with reuoluctons of Þ ſpheres nine, (nelle 
mothers of muſtke as Juctours determine 


Ind in the noble tweine famous houſes, 
fiowzing in Grece richeſt of enerpchone, 
Called by old date, the faire true ſpouſes 
ofphdolophers many moe than one. 

n Achadempe and in Athenes ſhone, 
byght lanternes of moſt reuerences, 
Thys wozld tenlumine by liberal ſciences. 


And among other this Caliſthenes, 

was in his youth pat foz to ſcol epe, 

Jn the two ſcoles of pudent Socrates, 
and ol Plato which that bare the key, 
Okſecret miſtertes and of deuine Jvey, 
mM which two ſcoles of — hadilite. 
was none pꝛofited half lo much as he. 


were in tho dapes koꝛ doctrine ſouerayne, 
talied n thys wozld Þ rich pzecious cofers 
Ind treaſourers that kept Þ cheſtes tweine 
amid the it bzeſtes wherin god dyd oꝛdeine 
Volt cle re poſſeſſion put in their depole. 
Ot al ſciences vnder a key cloſe, 


This ChaliNhenes ſcoler and audſtour, 
ofIriltotetes by canntng coquering, 


Booke. 


The noble gẽme + the moſt pꝛecious floure 
of Philoſophie al flours ſurmounting. 
wWherthzough he was choſen in his lyuing 
as hys waiſter liſt foꝛ hym pꝛouide, 

On Alexaunder tawayte and abide. 


Fo: Alexaunder of kinges moſt entere 
and moſt wozthy to ſpeake of high pzoweſſe 
Dyd Ariſtoteles humbly requere, 

to pꝛouide and doe hys buſmeſſe. 

By expert knowing and auiſeneſſe, 

Co ſend hym one which of — 
might by good coliſail hys coqueſt magnify 


To watte alſo bys triũphes digne ofglozye 
and to remember his actes marctall, 

Put hys palmes of kntghthod in memozpe, 
and to direct in eſpectall, 
ys rotal nobleſſe in vectue mozall, 

at none erroure wer ſeen here noz there 
In him that ſhould al the world conquere, 


But it fel ſo of knightly auenture, 

and of foꝛtunes high pzomocion, 

That he by armes pꝛoudly gan recure 

of Perſe and Mede the mighty region. 

Bought king Dary bnto ſubieccion, 

gate whole his treſour þnoma might expres 

To account the noumber of his * riches 
daunce 

which bnſure treaſoure # ſiding haboun⸗ 

with waſting ſhadowes of goodes triſito:y 


In ſurquedous pꝛide gaſo his heart auice 
pfalfe ambition ⁊ outragious betnglozye 


That made him leſe mind and cke memozy 


to knowe ok nature he was no man mozraf 
But like to goddes that were celeſtial, 


Aboue the palme of olde conquerours, 
kuigqhtiy triumphes conqueſtes marcial, 
He vſurped by title of his laboures, 

To heuenly goddes fo2 to be egall. 

And though his merites moſt imperial, 
He gan pzeſume by line he was allied, 
with the ſeuen goddes fo to be deifted, 


Though al his paleys and his rotal hall, 

a lawe he ſet vpon peine of life, 

That mf of tuſtome ſhould him name x cal 

this wozlds Monark, not moztal noz paſſif. 
Tat; Sonuc 


Fol. Cbi. 
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Sonne to Juptter fo} a perogatife, 
which had p earth as god molt of putſſaitce 
Conquered byſwozd vnto his obeilauuce. 


By ful adutce purpoſed fo; the nones, 
Ofpompous outrage ⁊ ſurquedous entent 
ful great treaſour of gold a pꝛectous ſtones 
Unto the temple of Jupiter he ſent, 

that the Biſhopes and pꝛeſtes ſhould aſlt᷑t 
Him to receive at hys home coming, 

like as a god and lytze no moxtal thing. 


Thus by extoꝛt 2ede and vſurped myght, 
was tir ſt bꝛought in foule Tdolatrie, 
Cauſing pzinces to receme agein all right, 
Sod ly reuerence of froward mawmetrye. 
But whan Caliſthenes this errcur did eſpie 
In Alexaunder he beſily did entend. 

thys falſe opinion to coꝛrect and amend, 


But kiue cauſes notable to rehearce, 

this Caliſthenes in eſpectal, erte 
Though he was king of Egipt, Mede, and 
He preuedof reaſon he was a man moztall, 
Vys byuy etze erthely and not celeſtial, 
Father. mother. as oł their natures, 

Boꝛne foz to dye lyke other creatures. 


Hys father Philip of Macedoyne king, 
hys mother called Oiimpiades, 

wozldly fo!ke, and heueniy no thing, 

with ktnges,quenes, vp ſet by hye encres 
et agein death they coude haue no reles, 
wes of nature mauger their wil tobeye, 
not lyke goddes but onlybozne to deyt. 


Kind made them ſubiect to ſundzypaſſids. 

and many vncouth diuerſe infirmities 

ou glad, nowe heaup of condictons, 
olowyng the kourme of their humanitteg. 

But of their falſe bſurped depties, 

I can not ſay ſaue dzede andflatterye, 


woꝛongly in erth dyd them deikpe. 


Cke Ileratinder kolowing euer hys luſt, 
fozal his lozdſbyp and his great might, 

he ſuffredpaſſions of hunger and ot thzuft, 
Now whole, now licke. now heuy now light 
whole e in euerp mans 
Clerley ſhewed clerkes rehearce can, 


[ 
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He was no god but like a moztal man, 


It fel once mine Juctour doth compple, 
in a great heate long 02 he was olde, 

He bathed hym ſelt in the floude of Nyle, 
whereof foztune he ſodepnly toke colde, 
His pooꝛes opened on patties manpfrolde 
Lay long after hys ſtoꝛy beareth witneſſe, 
oz he was cuted ot that great lickneſſe, 


But at the laſt by craft of medicine, 
delmered he was of that (nfirmite, 
Nothing amended by his power dentne, 
Bymtght of Juno, noꝛ Jupiters pouſte, 
nv; by hys ovone blurped deite. 

Foz by the paſſions which he did endure, 
it hewed he was a deadly creature, 


Ok hym alſo it is made mention, 

he had a cuſtome to fal in dꝛonkenneſſe, 
Thzough vynolence loſt oft his reaſon, 
than of yze and furious haſtineſſe 

He would (mite and hurt in hys wodneſſe, 
which tokens were plainly to termyne, 
In his perſon not heauenly noz diuine. 


WUthan the PHoſopher called Calyſthenes 
an firſt conſider al theſe condicions 


nXlexaunder,he put hym ſelk in pꝛes. 
voide of diſlnnuling oz long dilacions, 
Foz to refourme ſuch falſe ambicions, 
of godly honour which me dyd on the keine 
And from al vices hys cozage to reſtreine, 


nthys purpoſe as any centre ſtable, 
caſt hym fully of true entencion. 

To cozrect al that was repzeuable, 
vſed in hysperſon oz in hys region. 
Trouth gaue hym heart like a champion; 
to tel the king in hys eſtate ropall. 

He was no god but a man moꝛt al. 


Foz which the king ol indignacion. 
Caught aquarel agein Caliſthenes, 
Put vpon him vntaſtly falſe treaſon, 
only to ſlea his maiſter cauſeles, 
And koꝛ tatteint him afoze al the pꝛes. 
ſam how he had of his intquitte, 


ſight, Conſpired agein hys royal mateſtte. a 


And fatned alſo the ſelf ſame time, 

Bowe he had made a conlpiracion 

agen dis loꝛd by an hozrible crune, 
Jnterruptng the religion, 

Of his diuine inſtitucion. 

That in ſuch caſe there was no better rede 
but Caliſtheues by la we muſt be dede. 


Ind to pꝛolong of his death the pate, 
Upon a board he was laid alonge, 

his fete (mit of, and his handes tweine, 
Þys tyen rent out wer not his pane ſtrog? 
thus can tit aũtes wha they liſt doe wzonge 
Slea phtioldphers without any ruth, 

which ſpared not koꝛ to ſapthemeruth. 


This cruel bengeaunee might not ſuff iſe, 
but Ylexaunder,moze to encreale His woe 
Dyd cut dis lippes in ful cruel wiſe, 

His noſe til les, his cares eke alſo, 

And with the body he bad men ſhould goe, 
Tofoze hys hoſt as it is rememb1ed, 

to ſhewe p trunke how it was diſmembꝛed 


In a taue depe and wonder lowe, 
Solitarpe derked al the boundes, 

Ifter theſe peines he made him to be thzow 
The place ſtuffed W good barking hotides 
of falſe entent to rende hys blodp woundes 
Tyl Liffmachus of great compaſſion, * 

to ſhozte hys tozment gaue him poiſon, 


Who read cuer of tozmentes moꝛe terrible, 
O Alexaundet ) thou oughteſt be aſhamed, 
To llea thyclerke with paines ſo hozrible, 
Fo: thy vices becauſe he hath the blamed, 
Chy royal name therby is diffamed. 

But euer tiraũtes wha they the liſt be wode 
Ok innocentes, retoyle to ſhede the blode. 


Igeine this knight gentle Liſhmachus, 
Becauſe he had ol him compaſſion, 
Bing Alexaunder was melancolious, 
without cause title, oꝛ offention, 

Let ſhet hau vp voith a fearte Lyon 
Void of al helpe foz to be ſuccoured, 

of entencion he ſhould be deuoured, 


But Liſanachus quyt htm like a knight, - 
Igein this Lyon in the ſame place, 


Bocke. 
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Ran kearteſpon him x of his marcta! might 
Out of his head his tonge he did arace, 
Reconſfled to the kinges grace, 

Becauſe that he ſo knightly hath him boꝛne 
Better cherilhed than euer he was tofozns 


Another knight that called was Clitus 
famouſe in armes fo: his chiualry, 

One the greateſt of the kinges houſe. 
And moſt commended of pzudent poltcte; 
Wolt familier as bokes ſpecifie, 

Aboute the king as it was oft pzeued, 

to tepze hys courage wha he was agreued. 


The king and he walking hand by hand, 
wythin the palace being in pꝛeſence, 
Pꝛintes, Dukes, of many diuers land, 
where they began by notable eloquence, 
Rememberofarmes the marcialexcelifce 
Of coquerours and woꝛthy knightesolde 
and cuery man about his tale tolde. 


Among which, Clitus the gentle knight, 
gan tocommend and gteatlp magntfie, 
Philip Macedoyne as hym ought of tight, 
both of wiſdome and his chiualrye, 

Tyl Jlexaunder hadtherat enupe. 

Gan dil deine of furtous crueltie, 


That any ſhould be comended moꝛe thi he 


Caught occaſion of yze and falſe hatrede, 
agcin his knight that was to him moſt true 
Wa (ſharp ſwozd vnwarely made him ble de 
Dis heart blode whote and read of he we. 
Byhys ſides rapling dovone of newe, 
Therby to pꝛeue thys ſtozy tel can, 

He was no god noꝛ reaſonable man, 


Thus in pztnces kurious and eruell 

men may clerely an euidence lee, 

Pow their 1ozdthip is not pacpetuell. 

But ful of chaunge and mutabilite, | 
Ot chere, now fcendly,nowe ſodein enmite 
recozd on Clitus moſt in the kinges grace, 
Unwately ſlaine and did no treſpace. 


Was he woꝛthy to be deified, | 

this Jlexaunder moſt double of his cozage ? 

Oz das he woꝛthy to be ſtellified, 

This furicuspnce fo2 his fel outrage, 
Tall, That 


The fourth 


That ſtough his frẽdes in his moꝛtal rage: 
thus fare tyꝛauntes whan they liſt be wode 
Co ſeke occaſion fo: to ſhede blode. 


Caliſthenes ſlaine foꝛ moꝛal diſcipline, 
and Liſimachus fo: his compaſſion, 
Eke thys tyꝛaunt of falſe gredy rauine, 
Slough gentle Clitus agein truth + xcaſõ 
as ye haue heard foz commendacion 
Of king Philip, this ſtozy well conueyed, 
who truſteth tyzauntes (hal ſoneſt be detei⸗ 


| (ued 
C Lenuoye, 


gtra of Chaliſthenes 
1 declareth vs bynotable rememb2aunce, 
He was with Plato andolde Socrates, 
In hys youth put vnder gouernaunce, 
Dꝛũke of the milke by plenteous hablidace 
Ok thetr two ſcholes,cuer deuoide of ſlouth 
Laſt by Ylexader dilmẽbꝛed foz his trouth, 


Firſt he was ſent by Ariſtoteles, 

Foz tawaite by prudent puruetaunce, 
On Yleraunder leſt he were recheles, 
by pꝛeſumpcion in his royal putſſaunce, 
To take vpon him goodly attendaunce, 


which he withſtode(alas it was great ruth) 
To be ſoſlaine becauſe he ſaid truth. 


Who with tyꝛauntes lift put him ſelt in pꝛes 
to haue their fauour ⁊ ſtoꝛmp acquaintance 
He mult come flatter and fage doubtles, 
be double of heart with fained countenatice 
With chere contrineddone his obſeruaũce. 
Foz fatthiul meaning ſlaine that was ruth 
Is Caliſthenes becauſe he ſaid truth. 


Noble pꝛintes pour ſubtectes kepe in pecs, 
Be not ſo haſty foꝛ to doe vengeaunce, 

koꝛ to tyzauntes that be merciles, | 

Godſent ſho:t life and ſodeine miſchaũce. 
Who ſaith poue trouth haue no diſpleaſice, 
Pꝛent in pour hearte how it was great ruth 
that Caliſthenes was 1laine fo2 his truth. 


CHowe Alexaunder king of Eppꝛus auf: 
turing to paſſe the floudof Acheronte, 
there at his back by hys moſt truſty 
was deadly wounded, 


C The.x.Chapter. 


ter the complaint of Caliſthenes. 
Slaine tirauntly and did no treſpas, 
Came Jleraunder keng of Epirothes 
His woundes bleding dnto John Bochag 
To him declared howe he dzowned was, 
In Acheronte, a riuer of great fame, 
Belide a towne Pandoſias was the name, 


And as it is remembzed and ptold, 

Ok thts notable mightyſtrong Cette, 
It was tn Grete built by dapes olde, 
and after Pirrhus called Py2othe, 
whereas the king held his ropal ſe, 
Ind as bokes alſo determine, 

This Alexaunder came of the ſame line, 


Of whoſe kinrede is made plememencton 
ſdne to Achilles was thts knight pPirrhus, 
And next in oꝛdꝛe by ſucceſſion, 
father to Flexaunder was Meoptolemus, 
which hadalſo,mine auctout telle th thus, 
I full faire doughter the ſtoꝛy pe may ſent 
Oltmptades of Macedopne quene, 

| "1 


And ſhe was wedded to Philip Macedo, 
whilom mother this que ne of moſt re noun 
To Alexaunder the ſtoꝛy telleth ſa, 
which al the world bzought in ſubiet cton. 
hole father Phdip of great ackeccton, 
Lete crowne the bother of Olitmyiades, 
Called Alexaunder to retgne tn Eptrothes 


To wh5 king philip fo hys great beauty, 
Becauſe he was ſo fatre a creature; 

had ſuch aCeccion and ſpectalte, 

As it is remembzed tn ſtcipture, 

of falſe foule luſt agein nature, 2 
as ſateth Bochas 7 can him not excuſe, 
Unlefullyhe did hysbranty viert 


Ind by meane oc that hozrible dede. 
which to rehearſe is to foult Athing, 
This ſayd Philip in Bor 8 A tede 
In Epirus he made him te be ang. 
and of extoꝛcion by cecoꝛd of yet: 
Cauſeles from thence he dpd encizace, 


the king Atimda tho retgmug in chat — 


Ind tt kal after, the Moy telleth (0, 
Of thys Alexander by ſerious re 
Upon the death of Philip Macedo, 
With a great hoſt came into Ftayle, 
Suppoſyng greatly fo: to auayle, 

To occupy after his pꝛoude entent, 
holy the boundes of al the Oerident. 


And though ſo be þ Foztune be changeable 
Double alſo by courſe ofher nature: 

At his gynning he fond her fauourable, 
Wave him twiſe pꝛoudlip to recure, 

Gapn them of Luke to their diſconfiture, 
to haue the feld, and manger al their mighe, 
Ok verp fozce to put them vnto flight. 


Igeyn Itayle whan he gan this warre, 
Fully in purpoſe the Romayns to aſſayle, 
Of hye pꝛeſumpcion pocede he gan ſo farre 
with many pzince that was in his battayle, 
to znow afoze by certayn dittinayle, 

Of hys conqueſt the boundes foz to caſt, 
And of his life how long it ſhould laſt. 


And in the temple of Jupiter the grete, 

By ditinours that expert wer andolde, 
Heruing this God within p loud of Crete 
This was 8 anſwer u hich they haue hi told, 
And it affirmed by tokens manifold, 
Pow þ he not ſhould eſchewÞ dzedful date 
Ouer the day aſſigned to hes laſt fate, 


Ind they alſo aſſigned a place, | 
therby to haue knowlaging moze clere, 
Under a Cetie,long and large of ſpace, 
Called Pandoſta, and foz to goe moze next. 
By Acheronte a famous great cmete, 
Colde him pleynly and coud no ferder ſey, 
Ok necellttie there he mult nedes dey, 


And though it wer an earneſt and no ape, 
Of god oꝛdeyned not to be ſet aſyde, 

He thought of wiſdom his deſteny to eſeape 
andotherwiſe foz hymſelt᷑ pꝛouyde. 

Caſt in Gꝛete no lenger to abyde, 

Wening this riuere noꝛ that fayze citie, 
Daue in Gece ſhould no where elles be. 


And koꝛ to ſet himſelf in aſuraunee, 
Ok entent to elchew his delteny, 


Booke: 
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Into thꝛe batafſes departing his puiſſancs. 
Tame to J tofoze Luke the cite, 
They with helpe of Bꝛutians the cuntrep, 
with a great power came out anon right, 


Slough al his knights # put him vnto fit 


ght 
At the backe they purſued hym ſo nere, : 
that his enmtes almoſt wer on him kal, 
Unto a bꝛydge bꝛoke with the riuete, 
Ind duerturned with his plankes al. 
And Acheronte men that rmere calf, 
as was tolde him bya certayn kni 


t. 
which rode befoze him the riuer hi ſighs 


Foz by a rayne that fyl theſame night, 

the riuer were to adzevefi klode: | 
And not karre thence in the kinges ſyght, 
Upon the water alittle towne there ſtove, 
which made the king change face a blonde. 
Aud ſpecially his pꝛyde gan attame, 

whan he wiſt Pandoſia was the name. 


Indthan he gan moſk dzedefullye remebze, 
calling to myndthe Pꝛieſtes dnunaple, 
which made him quake in cuery ioint 4 mẽ⸗ 
foz very feare ⁊ his beth to tayle, (be 
No man coud hym wiſhe noz counſapyle, 
On cueryparty he ſtode ſa on the wzacke, 
theflud tofoze him. his enmies at hes back. 


To take the ritere he Node in moztaldzede, 
And it that he his enmies did abpde, 

He wilt wel that he was but dede, 
Paſſagt was none foz to turne aſyde, 
Thus delolate he ſtode withouten gyde, 
Thought it better to teopard the riuere, 
than with enmtes that kolowed him lo nere. 


Their moꝛtal dzedes his hert gan conſirein 
Dꝛeade of the find foz to haue paſſage, 

behind his enmtes that gan at him diſdeyn 
Leſt he wer ſlayn in that moztal rage, 

His fate appꝛoching he but yong ofage, 
the town Pandoſia the tokens did ex2zelle, 
with Acheronte that bare thereof witneſſe, 


And han that he put mauenture, 

To paſſe the ftoude oz elles to be dead, 

whom he moſt truſt of any creature, 

toke a great ſpere, ſquare # ſharp? the head, 
T. iii. And 


And at bis backe he quaking in his dzede, 


Trayterouſly thzoughout plate and maple, 
Perſed his heart the blud abzode gan catle. 


And as it is alſo of him remembzed, 
The Lucanoys by vengeable violence. 


they haue his careyn on pie ces al diſmfbzed 


Till an olde lady being in pꝛeſence, 
Required them of humble pacience, 
That (he of grace gadze might anone, 
his membzes al and ioyne them into one, 


And after toſend the vnto hys ſuſter dere, 


Olm piades the ſtately greate quene, 
That of affeccion and loue molt entere. 
whan it befel that ſhe did them ſene, 
Should of nature as it muſt nedes bene, 
weve and pꝛouyde in hys eſtate ropal, 
To burp the body with keaſtes funerall. 


Se here exaumple of this pꝛoud kyng, 


which would haue ſcaped his fatal deſteny, 


Chaunge of places auayled him nothing, 


eriodpof untes may not chaunged be, 
The terme ſet fro which they may not flee 


Fo: when heauen of death hath let a date, 
No moꝛtal man may eſchew hys fate, 


¶ dow Darp king ot perfe x Mede 
was outraped by Alexander byng 
of Macedoyne, 


¶ The. xi. Chapter, 


As 95 Me lyſt as nowe no lenger fozto 
carpe: 


ye 

If Slayne at myſchiefe foz he was 
rechles, 
Double of 
Foz turne J wil my penne to king Dary, 
which that whilom whoſoliſt take hede, 
Moſt mighty reigned in Perſe # Mede. 


And among other notable werriours, 
Like as deme by heauenly inkluence, 
Ouly by tytle of hys pzedeceſſours. 

And thꝛough his pmdent ropal excellente, 
To gccat encreaſe of hys magnificence, 
He had all Iſie as made is mencion, 
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foz he coud change a bary 


Under his loꝛdſhip and dominacion, 


And as mine aucto2 Bocas doth defyne, 
He was diſcended from the impertall blood, 
Df Artaxerxes.andbozne eke of that line, 
aſſed al Pꝛintes of creaſour and ot good. 
n Perſe +4 Mede his great Empire ſtode, 
An hũdꝛed pꝛouintes coũtrie s of purſſance, 
And ſeuẽ and thyꝛty he had in gouernance, 


Ouer al Iſte toward the Dztent , 

Bis loꝛoſhip laſt(bokes make mpnd} 
And had toward the Occident, 

Ouer Egipt.,power as J fynd, 

The read [ea was not left behynd. 
Deming himſelf of al earthly treaſour, 
was none dut he. loꝛd and gouernous, 


Toward ſeptemtrion # bnder the middaye 


his power raught ⁊ his regaly, ( 
MOuer Inde in — 1 


And to the boundes of great Armenp, 


Lod of the kngdom that called is Patth 
wozldly folke dempt hym with god egall, 
MWailter to fozturie,x (he not but his thzall, 


But in his higheſt exaltacion, 

Of wondly gloꝛp he coud not pꝛeuayle: 
Fo; al his riches and beyn ambicion. 
But Foztune durcſt him wel aſſaple, 

33 his — meu ropall — Rant 
caſt in her 8 to peue hi a ſharp 

By Alexander of Gzece inheritour, 


Unto purpoſe J will mp penne dꝛeſſe, 
Foz to declare and make mencton, 

How pꝛoud Dary in his moſt nobleſſe, 
was by Foztune from hig cate caſt down. 
Foꝛ anon after the coꝛonacion 

Ok Alexander in Macedoyne kyng, 

this was the pzocelle anon of hys werking 


He not delayed noꝛ made no long date, 
In purpoſe fully of ꝛe to pꝛocede, 

Of 1 ea ede the ſcepters to tranſlat 
Al they: richeſſes to conquere and poſſede, 
Perpetuall y foꝛ to abyde in dede 

Under Gzekes mighty obeyſaunce, 

Jn Maredoyn to haue 3 


Wooke: Fol. Cix. 
And as myne auctour well rehearſe can, How Alexander haſted toward Dary, 
He ſet in Gꝛete the mighty ſtrong Citte, tacheue his coqueſt of Perſe ⁊ eke of Mede 
Of Cozinth the metropolitan, But fyʒſt he came to Phargia 7 tede, 
there to eſtabliſh his imperial ſee, Juto a Citte the name to ſpectfpe, 
In regalibus whan he liſt crouned be, Thylke dayes it named was Go2dy. 


is man. whõ god liſt of his might ro marke 
the woꝛld to conquere ⁊ be therof Monacke 


At the gynnyng of hys conqueſt famous, 

CT h26ughout Gꝛece in cuety region, 

Fylt he chaſe cut of his fathers houſe, 
knightes that wer moſt ſouerein of renoun 
Notable in armes and of condicion. 
Feythful ⁊ true, which had ot hye pzudence, 
fozeſpght in armes of martial pꝛouidence. 


To them he did ful notably aTygne, 

Is men expert in knightly apparayles, 

Co make his ſtuffe with many rytche ligne 
Ind foꝛqe of tele his plate and hys mayles, 
Gaue them Þ rule to gouerne his battayles 
Foz pzoutdence of poꝛe it hath been tolde, 
ful much auaplethof knightes viſe #olde, 


All thys accompliſhed,he lift no lenger tary 
This woꝛthy king but with his ozdenaſice, 
Purpoſed to begynne on kyng Darp: 

And as it is put in remembzaunce, 

In moſt pꝛoud wiſe he gan himſelf anatice, 
Fyꝛſt in hys way to bzenne and beate down 
Of haſty yze.Thebes the mighty towue. 


A*crhe gate two mighty regtons, 

The tone of Phzigte, p tothex called Lpdt: 
Set by olde tyme wer theyꝛ koundactons, 
Apen two riuers renning there deſyde: 
whoſe golden grauels they: bꝛightnes map 
Pactolus a Etine men thẽ tal, (not hide 
richel: ol ſtreames though men reken the al 


Ind ok his conquelt kerther to termine, 

De wan Iſaurta, a pꝛouince wonderſtrong, 
In Aſta one chiefeſt of the nyne, 

Ind Pamphilia a hyngdome large * long. 
be gate alſo where it wer right 02 wꝛong. 
Foz where þ conqueſt haue any title of right 
my cuning it palleth my reaſon # my might 


Itoke no partie, noꝛ me liſt not tary, 
In this matter. but kurth J wil pꝛocede. 


Akter mine auetour affirme well 7 dare, 
There was a tẽple in Phigia (thus ſaith he) 
Ok Jupiter, in which there ſtode a chare, 
with ropes bounde of ſtones andof pierre. 
Among which men might behold and ſee, 
A fatall knot by craft made ſo ſubtle, 

that no man coud vadoe it by no wyle. 


Foz who that had ſcience oꝛ cunnyng, 
That curious knot to loſe oꝛ bntwine, 
Ouer Aſie he ſhould be crounedkyng. 
And Alexander as bokes determpne,) 
Seing this chapꝛe knit with many line. 
And how it ſempt a maner impoſſible, 
To ſeuer it which was indiutſible, 


The chapꝛe with coꝛdes was ſo enterlaſed, 
That richelyſtode in Joues tabernacle, 
which by hys wit coud not be embzaſed, 
Nother by craft noꝛ noſolemne miracle, 
tyl Flexaunder by a dtutne Oꝛacle, 

dꝛew out his woꝛd, wherok men had woder 
Karf the knot and coꝛdes al aſunder. : 


wherby he wiſt that he was oꝛde ned, 

Ouer al Aſte to be loꝛd and kyng. 

Which to retoyce this ſtoꝛp is not feyned, 

Be rode like Pars his battayls conuc ing 
20w Perſe + Mede, his ſtãderds diſplayig 

toward his coqueſt where J leue him dwell, 

Ind ok this chapꝛe ⁊ knots J wil you tell. 


zudent Juſtinus an olde Chzonicler, 
In his Chꝛonicles rehearſeth this ſlozp, 
How one Goꝛdius a pooze labourer, 
Beſyde the citte that caliedis Gozdy: 
Earinghys lond did his oren gye. 
All mauer foules that hath wynges flight, 
Hye tn the ayze appeared in his lyght, 


Unknow to hym the token what it ment, 
with dtuinours caſt hym to counſayle, 
Called Jugures,which wholy they; intent, 
Knowing the pꝛoceſſe of ſuche — 
Where 


Uthere it ſhal pꝛokite 02 viſatlayle. 
2nd at the gate of Gozdy the citie, 
De met a mayde excelling of beautie. 


Whtche from aboue by heauenlp intuence, 
Had or her byꝛth a maner knowlagtng, 

In ſuch augurie great pꝛactiſe and ſcience 
dohich to Goꝛdtus expouned euerye thyng, 
Saydof Iſie he ſhould be loꝛd and kyng, 
Andreygne there durpug al hys lyfe, 
In hope wherof ſhe became his wyke, 


After his wedding he were foxtunate, 

The chzonicle can beare me well recozd, 
There fel in Phztigte a ſodein great debate 
Among the commons and moztall diſcozd, 
Knowing no meane to bꝛing them at accoꝛd 
til they: s by notable pꝛouidence, 


taught them a way tappeate they; vyolente. 


Howe that debate ſhould among them laſt, 
Unto the time they had choſen a kyng. 
And they gan erpe Ep2ay they: goddes faſt, 
By ſome ſygne oz miracle out ſhewing. 

to peue to them a maner knowlaging 

that they might to they notable encres 
Cheſe ſuch one that ſhould th? let in pees. 


They had aunſwere to wayte # be wel ware 
To ſet ſppes by buſp attendance, 

On whom they met ryding in a chare; 

To Toues temple to doe hys obſeruaunce, 
And him recetue by goddes oꝛdenaunte, 
Upon his head without moꝛe tar ping. 

to ſet a crown in Phꝛigie to reigne as king 


And Soꝛdius in his chapꝛe ryding. 
toward the teple they on the way him met: 
And ſe him to they; k 
And ſolemneiy home they did him ket. 
Upon his Head a ryche crowne thep ſet, 
And he to them ſo egal was and mete, 
that he them bzought in reſt and qutete. 


Thus to the erovwne Gozdius did attepne, 
By tokens ſhewed vnto hys great auayle: 
And their diſcozdes and ſtetues to reftreyn 
He to his lieges gaue notably counſayle, 
that they ſhould with royal apparayle, 
fake his chayꝛe as he did them deuyfe, 


The fourth 


And offer it bp in moſt lowly wyſe. 


Jn the temple that was conſecrate 

to Jupiter aful ſolemne place, 

And moꝛe to make their offring foztunate, 
They ſhould it ſet without lenger ſpace, 
Tofore the goddeſle that was called Srace, 
which by miracle they heartes to appeaſe, 
Set al the people in quiete and in eaſe, 


And whan the king Alexander had, 


Loſed the knot of whiche J haue pou tolde: 


And of the chayze which Gozdius ladde, 


woꝛl dly pꝛeſũpeion gan make his hert bold 
without tytle of any ciqhteouſneſſe, 


the Citie Goꝛdpe to ſpople of her richeſſe. 


And al Phꝛigte he robbed eke alſo, 

Up to the mountayn þ called was Taurys: 
The which hill hath famous names two, 
Foz it is alſo named Caucaſus, 

Where this punce moſt bictoxtous 
oꝛdeined firſt pꝛoudely with ſpere ſhielde, 
Ageyn kyng Daryfoz to hold a field, 


Upon a mountapn they together met, 
The marcial pleyne named Ad:aſties, 
and moſt pꝛoudly they wardes there they ſet 
Ill koꝛ the warte and nothing foz the peas, 
Where Alexander in knighthodpereles, 
Al the Perſtens batayled in his [yght, 
On Darſespartie put vato the flight, 


King Alexander ſhoztly to conclude, 

In hys moſt ſtately royal magnificence, 
Set not his truſt in no great multitude, 
but in his knightes log in his pꝛelete 
Had had in armes long experience, 
Were wel pꝛieued in martial diſcipline, 


to enhaunce his conqueſt by their pzudent 
ctrint. 


(do 
Which in tourney haue tht ſo wel bozne, 
that in their nodlelle found was no lacke, 
Foz ſixty thouſand of fotemen the befozne, 
tyey ſlough of Perſe # men on hoꝛſe backs, 
Other ten thouſand fo moztal was p wiabs 
And fozty thouſand as made is mention, 
wer pxteſoners and put to they; an 


the ſerretes ſeyne and miſteries manifold, 
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On grekes party the ſtory doth well Hewe 
Macedonoys on Ilcraund?es ſide, 

n compariſon were ſlaine but a fewe. 
fo: of fote men and men that did ride, 
Chꝛouqh the fieldes þ were ſo large + wide 
There wer ß day in al their moztall ſtrtuas 
Not ful thze hadzed which þ loſt their lues 


Dary could none other reſcuſe make, 

fled at miſchiet in ful great diftreſſe, 

vis wife,hys daughter, led away and take, 

his tents ſpoyled His ſtoꝛy beareth witneſſe 

Grekes made glad voith ful great ticheſſe, 

his cofers ſpofied,he fond no better ſuccour 

And he impoue rilhed ok al his w_ — 
ä oure 

whan Dary ſawe his deadly auenture, 

ful pit eouſty in heart he ud mourne, 

and anon after this difrontiture. 

To Babilon in haſt he gan returne. 

Ind while that he did there ſptourne, 

knowing no recure to hymþ might anafle, 

with Ylexaunder to hold moꝛe battaile, 


Than of purpoſe to ſet hymſelf in eaſe, 
and koꝛ taledge his deadly fect greuaunce, 
In hys entent king Jlexaander to pleaſe, 
cat koꝛ to ſendhim letters ofpleaſaunce, 
* gifres in full gret haboundance, 
al p lleigyts which Dariws hath wou 
lung Alexãdet ſet thẽ echon at nougat (git 
Yr 
This manlpking kept hys conceit clolft, 
in not ſhe we what he ment in deve, 
But cat fully aftex hys purpoſe, 
bpon hys conqueſt ferther to pꝛote de. 
Attet p geating ol Perſe and ete of Mede 
to winne Siri Egipt. and Lebie londe, 
Deming foztune ready to his hond. 


Ind or his conqueſt ferther to endite, 
whan his gloꝛy gan moſt freſhly ſhine, 
The temple of Juptter caſt him to viſite, | 
which ſtode in Libie Auctours determine. 
Hat how he was deſcended from ß lyne, 
of thilke god bozne to be hys betre, - p 
Zs lod ol heauen fire, water, carth. + ay2c, 


And that the pzieſtes fully ſhould aſſent, 
with heauenly goddes to make him egall, 


Booke. 


Great richeſſe and treaſour he them ſent, 
Thus dꝛede and mede made him celeſttall, 
kalſely foꝛgate that he was moꝛtal. 

And ok ambicion by marcial apparaile, 
Caſt with Dary agcine to haue bataple. 


And as J find howe the y dyd wmete, 

the two pꝛintes with people innumerable, 
In the confronte of the lond of Phentte, 
and king Dary of folkes-defenſable, 
B20ught into field a people (ncomparable 
toute hũdꝛed thouſand ot fotemt fet fro tat 
Mith Alexaunder foz to hold warre. 


In hũdꝛed thouſand there came W hem alſo 
On hoꝛſe backe in ſtele armed b/ight: 

and al thys people whan they had a doe, 
Albe that day kul long la? the fight, 

were ſlayne and takt. and yput to flight. 
Where Jlexaùder to his encreace of glozp, 
Had ok king Dary that day the victozpe, 


AndPerſtens to their finall miſchtek, 
without merep oz paying of raunſon, 
With king Dary were put to great repzicf 
voyde ok al hope and conſolacion. 

Fled as I find into the region, 

called Parthie where as it is tolde, 

He ok that people was take and put in hold 


And though hys ketters were of gold rich, 
he had therof god wote no pleaſaunce, 
Foꝛtunes giſtes be not ape Jliche, 

In her falfe whe le there is ſuch variaunce 
diuers of cherte. ſttaũge of her countenaſice 
Made Ilex aunder with alitel numbze. 
The multitude of Dary to encumbze. 


xuuithin a toun called Tanea he was take, 
In chartot with cheines ſtrong ybounde, 
ol al his fredes peteouſip foꝛſade. (wound 


Led thzough perced with many moztall 


And thys murdze contrwed was z tounde, 


Byone Beſſus a froward recheles knight 


which ode afoze molt furthzed in his ſighs 


And was allured by feith of his legeaunce, 
to king Darytobe true in dede (chaunce 
But this tale traytour god ſend him mify 
Cauſed his wounde s inoztaily to W 


Fol. Cr. 


Pet oꝛ he died he ſent in al his dzede, 
A Perſien knight,ſad and of great age, 
To Alexaundet to tel hym his meſſage. 


Goe thanke that pꝛinte of his hie nobleſſe, 
which of his grace and mercy moſt habotid 
Him liſt to ſhe we lo great gentleneſſe, 
vnto my wefe and childꝛen as it is found, 
Foz which to him J am ſo mucy bound, 
that he myne enmie of his bentgnitie, 

In their diſtreſſe liſt haue of them pitte. 


And ſith J ſe that nedes J muſt dere, 
Thꝛo uqh blody woũde s which J may not 
ſap Alexaunder of grace þ J p2eye (recure 
Fo2 to haue ruth of mine auenture, 

Next to oʒdeine foz my ſepulture, 

and condilcend to graunt mine aring, 
Foz to be buried as longeth to a king, 


Pꝛaping the goddes which been immoꝛtall 
whan he hath done to quit him His mede, 
That it his mercymoſt imperial, 

him liſt of grace fo: to take hede, 

To bury me king ot pperſe and Mede. 
Foz if thys fauour be in his heart found, 
to his nobleſſe the fame (hall ape tebound, 


Requ pꝛing him ok his (mpcreal might, 

cf my koule murdꝛe to ſe ech circumſtaunce 
Foz murdze alway calleth to god of right, 
Ncuer ceaſing but by continuaunce, 

vp to the heauen to erpe foꝛ Vengeaunee, 
Namely on murdze cepaſſed a foze thought 
which by auiſeintt is execute and wought, 


And ſith J haue laced on the this bonde, 
to Jlexaunder to doe mp meſſage, 

Ind him contured here with my right hond 
to auẽge my death wzought by grer outrage 
My bloud out ſhed with pale x dead biſage 
here bound in ſtockes to gods moſt benigne 


with right whole heart my ſpztte I reſiqne. 


Thus he lay ſtarke ther was foũd no bloud 
Like as another moztal creature. 

whan Alexaunder the murdze bnderſtode, 
As pe haue heard cemembꝛed by ſcripture, 
He did oꝛdeine foꝛ hys ſepulture. 

The funeral feaſt holde in al thinges, 


The fourth 


As byolde tyme longed bnto kinges. 
¶ Lenuope. 


Dis tragedie piteous foz to here (table 
Techewerd of toꝛtune Þ ch aunges lamen. 
Of coal thꝛones, ot᷑ goid and ſtones clete 
in woꝛdly pzices how they be euet vnſtable, 
Their fatal wohele moſt diuers à chageabls 
w vnware turne liſt not her cours to taty 
Co thꝛowe the doune recozd vpõ king Da 


( 
Who can oꝛ may be ful aſſured here, 
to make foztune to be ſo treatable, 
To kind out a wap oz ſearchout the manere 
By obligacion to find her immutable, 
Dec double face rhe woꝛld ap decemable, 
Shew vs een day how falily they ci vary 
By couett fraude recozde vpon king Dary, 


Erafiple how phebus with his bemes cler 
ſheweth \oe moꝛow his lrght moſt agreable 
But long o2 eue derknes ther doth appere, 
thꝛough cloudy reynes + miſtes long dura: 
To vs declaring by tokes ful notable (ble 
woꝛldly dignites, now freſh + nom e6trary 
Can chaũge their tides cecozd ot king De 


| (rye 
Though al Iſte, Perſe and Mede * 


His loꝛdſh p laſt a thing 
to Ethiopie vndet the midday ſphete, 
Full of treaſour with gol de innumerable, 
his boundes raught foztune cke ſerudable, 
To obey his luſtes til (ſhe gan faiſly varye, 
by expett fraudto pꝛeue het might in Darcy, 


Noble p2tnces with whole heart andentere 
lift vp your coꝛages hold this no fable, 
Though ye ſit hie, cõceiue with good chert 
No wo2dlylozdſhip in earth is pacdurable, 
And ſith pe be of nature reaſonabie, 
Among remebre as thing moſt neceCarie, 
Al ſtant vpon chaũge recozdon hing Dath, 


CHere Bochas remembꝛeth the batalles, 
and loſſe of realmes oł antiquitie, 
with the falling of diuers | 
nobles. 4 5 5h 
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Wooke? Fol. Crt. 
C ce. xu. Chapter. Co Leonatus that was fo good a knight. 
NIere ginneth Bochas But alittle while laſt hes poſſeſſion, = 
C222 Eremembze in certecne, ko: the countreys liſt hym not obeye. 
$64 > The great ſoꝛowes, the They of Athenes had indignacion, 
= mortal diſauatles, with Yntipater,fo2 he did them warrepe, 


Che loſſe of realmes p bloud ſhed in baine 
begonne of wartes and merctal apparatles 
Called to mind of olde the fel batailes 
gunne of antiquit e, as made is mencion, 
Firſt atwene Grekes # them of Trop toun 


Ipiteous heart it would make blede, 

to haue in me moꝛp p dzedeful gret outrage 
Zs ye haue herd wzought in Per le a Mede 
atwene Datie and Flexaunder in thett age 
Eke atwene Romains and the of Chartage 
the wofultroubles of warres firſt b:gonne 
Cauſe al the miſcheues þ ben vuder ſunne 


On either party who tan temembꝛe aright 
Now loſſe, nowe lucre,cometh ot deuiſion, 
nowe diſencres, now heuy and nowe light, 
Rowe like, now death foꝛ ſhoꝛt conclucion, 
fo; Bochas ſaieth, ſuch ſaiſe diſcencion 
Path many kingdom ß ſtode in good eſtate 
turned to tune and made them deſolate, 


Remember of Troy the walles bꝛoke doun 
In Gtete deſtroted many ſtronge Citie, 
inperſe and Mede great deſolacion, 
Rome diſpurueyed of marctal ſuertte, 
Caſtelles,toures ofolde Antiquitie, 

Made rupnous in Ack cite and Chartage 
cauſed by warrres and Martes truel tage 


Wholiſt conſider wꝛought by dates olde, 

the courſe of coqueſt of theſe warricurs, 

JnIlexaunderhe clerely may behold, 

: © Pyremembzaunee of his pꝛogenttours: 
andofhys blode howe al the ſucceſſours, 

| I Podfatally oz they dyd hence wend, 

1 Ilodetn death 02a ſhameful ende. 


fal manp rekened that were ofhys linage, 
into ſuctede in his polleſſtons, 

Co treand thirty parting bys heritage, 
wech aſſigned thetr rotal poꝛctons. 
Indfirſt as be made hys diucſions, © 
ſegaue of phzigte the pzefecture of right, 


et in that warte pfainty foꝛ to ſeye, 
eoſtenes their Duke their gouernour, 
was ſlaine p day he fonde no better ſocoure 


And Leonatus that was hys aduerſarie, 
Of Jntipater the party to ſuſtene. 

fond Foztune tohym that dap contrarte, 
Foz in p kield though he rode acined lene, 
Wa ſharpe ſpere his woũd was made grene 
At miſchiet᷑ llaine mine auctour doth cope 
Thus hys loꝛdſhip laſt not but a while, 


Antipater another ſucceſſoure, 

Ot Ilexaunder, as made is mencion, 

was by tecoꝛd the ſame falſe traitoure, 
that fo: his death tempꝛed the poiſon, 
Callander his ſonne accompleſhed p treſon 
bare the cuppe which that made him ſterue. 
with that ſirõg venim wha he did him ſerue 


Anttpater ok this crtme culpable, 
greatly deſired in His opinton. 

Upon al tho foz tobe vengeable 
that likely were to elptc his treaſon. 
Dꝛedde himſoze h ſulpeccion, 
leſt he were accuſed to theſtates, 
Of crime called tele mageſtates, 


His ſonne alſented to that hozrible deve, 
which to Alexaunder being in Babylon, 
Moſt traitoutiy without ſhame o2 dzede, 
As ye haue heard pꝛeſented the poyſon. 
And yet the king as made is mencion, 


T to him kalle was and contrarp, 
— pxefeet loꝛd ot p — 


And among other notable warriours, 
Thete were thꝛe moꝛe ful woꝛthy # famous 
Set in the noumbꝛe of his enheritoues. 
lipe rcon and Neoptolemus, 

nd etche of them to other enuious, 
within a field the ſtoꝛy doth vs lere, 


Euerich llough other as they mette Tere. 


df perdicas what ſhoald'F watte oꝛ ſetne. 
wich among aw was one the beſt knight 
at whi IJlexaſider lay in dying iu certetn, 
nd gan to feble of hys fozce and mtght, 
mpt afoze that it ſate well of right, 
v this Perdicas fo: wiſdome à manhede 
Mace doine ſhould after hym ſuctede. 


Ind bnto htm with there and loke benigne 
vpon his bedde foz ſicknes romplatning, 
With ful whole heart foꝛ a notable ſigne 
of ſutteſſion. be gaue to him a ring. 
After hys day to be crowned king 

of Macedotne,ſith he moſt might auaſle, 
Thzougyh al his Tpyze to haue p gouernale 


And pet ſeyth Bochas dzenelp in ſentence, 
though he of knighthode and hie pꝛowelle 
Ok manly fo2ce and alſo of pzudence, 
ed al other the ſtozy beareth witneſle, 
victus pude # froward botſtouſnes(rage 
er moze hindꝛed thzough his own out- 
al his eumte s might do to him damage. 


Foz thzough his pꝛide and great extozttons 
Fro MPacedoine the people of that cuntrey 
Fledde intoother ſtraunge regtons, 

eng 
where he was ſlaine in al mens ſightes, 
not of his t mies but of his own knightes. 


Eke of Friarathes of Capadoce king, 
which pꝛouinte topneth to Dirpe, 
{Touching the botides by recozd of wziting, 
Toward the Oꝛpent the lond of Armenpe. 
Haning two countries Cilice and Jſaurte, 
toward Cipze,and a riuere 

Renning amids w — frelhe x clere 


This Artarathes woher he was loth oz fam 
eee. 
of whom that told befozne. 
l 
By fraud of foztune vnwarely de put doun 


And among other pztnces of that age, 
bpon Alexaunder duly abydyng, . 


The fourth 


Bochas rehearſeth Imilchar of Charta, 
Duke cf that Citre byrecozdof waiting, 
after the death ol that woꝛthy king, 

As pe haue heard pmurdzed with poyſon. 
This ſaid Amd char repacring to his toun, 


Was ſlaine in Chartage ſhortly to cdelude 
of cruel malice and conſpiracion, | 
Within that Citie offalſe tagratitude, 
wha he of knight hod fraiichiſed had þ toun. 
And notvthſtanding all hys high renoun, 
whan he ſtode hieſt in his kelicitte, 


He by the cõmons was ſlaine of that Cut. 
¶ Howe Eumenes was twile outraped 


by Intigonus, and at the laſt dyed 
in pziſon, 


¶ Cye.xiu. Chapter. 


n Alexaũder in his roſal eſtate 
had al conquered tofoze 
as ye haue heard, 


He like a god moſt pompeus 


and elate, 


As ſoueraine pꝛince of al thys —— 


To take vpon him was nothung 
to cleime in coũtres a thing þ was not fai 


Of Juptter to de both konne and hey. 


One of the pzinciples who ſo taketh hede, 
Chat firſt bzought in falſe Jdolatrie, 
was thilke time that pzeſtes foz falſe dzede, 
His name with goddes gan to magntfie, 
and ſo to call him offepned flattery. 

And mid their temples in Libyon a ſtage. 
of his liknes they ſet vp an pmage. 


Butlttel oʒ nought to him it might auaſl, 
Agetn hys death fo2 to doe ſuccour, 
When the fell poyſon hys hert did aTayle, 
which made him fade as doth a ſome r flour 
Ok whole empire was none RN 
Saue in hys death, thus ſtode p wokul cas 
Twente lixe à thyzty his loud deuided was. 


And in hys ſtoꝛy ful ple nlp it is told. 
this deſparticid to make it firme and ſable 
De was leyde fozth vpon a couch of gold, 
to rehearce by tokensful notable, 
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rubom he dempt of veryſcoth moſt able, 
Of all his pʒinces plainly to diſcerne, 
whi he wer dead his kingdom to gouerne, 


ſt there was one among all that pꝛees, 
Next Jlexander the knighthieſt man, 
Che wozthy knight called Eumenes, 
whoſe hye renoun full well reheaſe can 
pzudent Juſtinus the great hiſtoztan, 
O2depned afoze to gouerne tealmes two, 
all Capadoce and Paphlagonte allo, b 


his hye nobleſſe as made is mencion. 

In eſpetiall moꝛe to magnitie, 

hym lacked nought ot comme ndacion, 
Chat apperteyned vnto chyualrye, 

Co hye pzudence oz noble policye. 

except the ihinge g mine autoꝛ ſaith ſame 
Jcroune,a ſceptet, and a kynges name, 


But foz that he al other dyd excell, 

both of prudence and famous cheualrye, 

Jt is remembzed as ſome bokes tell, 

That there wer ſome had therat enuye, 
Foz whan fo:tunc lyſt to ſet vp hye, 
Inyperſon aloft vpon her whele, 

Some are beſ de that lyxe it neuer a dele. 


Who holdeth him euer vpon hie moũtatnes 
findeth great experience of blaſtes # (hours 
oft is troubled with ſtoꝛme # windy reines. 
So ok Alexander the pꝛoud ſucteſſours, 
whan they ſat hyeſt Mynyng in thetr flours 
wyndof enup, foꝛtune held lo the rother, 
That eche was buſy to deſtropother, 


On hylles hye it is an impoſſible, 

I man tabyde without wind oz reyne, 

A thyng expert and very viſible, 

Pye climbing vp is medled with diſdetne, 
Pꝛaiſt hath enup as it is ott ſeyne, 

and thꝛeugh pꝛe fert ig of foꝛtune in eſtates 
is euet cauſed great warte ⁊ great debates. 


This ſame thyng was wel expert 4 pzeued, 
Imong theſe ſayd ropall enheritours, 
Of Alexander, fo eche of them was greued, 
Co ſe his felow reyane in his flours, 
And thus atwene theſe mighty ſuceeſſours 
Ok falſe enuye there gan lo great a ſtrife, 


Fol. Crit, 
That eche made other foz to loſe hislyfe, 


Ind as it ts afoze made mencton. 
Polipercon,and Neoptolemus, 

By a maner falſe conſpiracion, 

Agein Eumencs wer tnly enutous, 

Ok whoſe kalſenes he was ſuſpicious, 
Tyll on a day there is no moze to leyne, 
meting in batel ye ſlough thẽ both t weyn. 


Fo which laughter pꝛoude Yntigonus, 
Df MWacedopne pzefeer and gotternour, 
Wexte in his hert ſo fel and deſpitous, 
And was withal a noble werrtour. 

with his knightes did wholy his labour, 
—— Eumenes by macctall apparaple, 
A field aſſiqned to hold a great batayle, 


Made vpon hym a pꝛoude diſcomkiture, 
As they met armed b2yght in ſtele, 

And thus Eumines of moztall auenture, 
Fled at miſchief into a ſtrong caſtele, 
whereof his kntahtes [ykedneuer a dele. 
Fo: as the ſtoꝛye plapnly maketh mynde, 
That dap he fled and left his men behynd; 


In which calle fo: he ſtode deſtitute, 

Fro thence he caſt in all hail to flee, 

In his great miſchicfto fynde ſome refute 
That tyme he dꝛough hymn to a ſttõg coũtre 
Some ſuccour to geat auenged fo2 tobe, 
Called Jrgire by Gzekes ok entent, 

The Latin cozrupt of this woꝛde Age. 


Df Argiraſpides 1 people that there dwell, 
the yz name they toke after that region. 
The which lond as olde bokes tell. 
th ok ſilucr molt pientie and kopſon. 
02 which cauſe by old deſcripcton, 
It tobe his name of nature and ot cyghe , 
Becauſe the ſole like ſiluer ſhineth bꝛight. 


Ind ok this Je which hath ſo great a pꝛeiſe, 
as myne autout maketh rehearſayle, 
How the people be pꝛouident and wyſe, 
Pꝛudent in armes and manly in battayle, 
Both to defend and pꝛoudly to aſſayle, 
which by thetr wiſe dom a cit cũſpeet coũſaile 
To kyng Alexander ſtode in great auaple. 
U. i. And 


Ind Eumenes one ok his fucceſours, 

As pe haue heard dzew to that countrep. 
here to find refute andſuccours 

In his mil chief. and great aduerſitte, 
And with his wozdes of great autozitie, 
His noble language and his fapꝛe eloqutte 
The people had hym in ful great ceuerẽ ce. 


And fo: they wer manly and cozagious, 
Able to aſſenible both in plate and maple, 
He made them ryſe again Antigzonus, 

By they2p2oweſle with htm to haue bataile, 
But of foztune his partie gan to faple, 
where thilke people, the ſtozy telleth thus, 
Had cuer afoze be victozius, 


Antigonus hath the field recured, 

þ — is knightes faught like wood lions, 
In furtous tene of cozage aſſutred. 

B2ake their tentes and their pauiltons, 
ſpoyled ther caſtels robbed then dongeons 
Where that colltrey vawarely thus afcad, 
Had neucr afoze in battaile been outrapde. 


Ind of deſpite this people rechles, 
Caught in their heart great indignacion. 
Agein their pzince this ſayd Cumenes 
Which had thẽ bzoughe to th it deſtrucets, 
And all that people of one opinton, 
Preſented hym it was notaſter long, 

To Antigonus bound in cheines ſtrong, 


In this pꝛoceſſe bꝛieflp to pꝛocede, 
at great miſchief he dyed in paſon, 
De fond no mercy plainly as J rede, 
oz all his noble ſſe noꝛ his hye renoun, 
et of his manhode it is made mencion, 
Mho that his ſto2y liſt to loke ryght, 
with Ylexander there was no better knight 


Ju his conqueſt euety houre andſpace 
he moſt cheriſhed fo his high nobleſſe, 
Idoue al other ſtode moſt in his grace, 
To helpe and releue folke in their diſtrefle 
Abbe that he dyed in wetchednes, 

d o vs declaryng the great vartaunces, 
Chat all day fall in foztunes chaunces, 


¶ Lenuope. 


The fourth 


Chow que ne Olimpias mother ot kung a. 


IDE ok Duke Eumenes, 

eth ot foꝛtune Þ froward doubleneg 
Dow woꝛldly punces that been rechles, 
With vnware chaunges fall in diſtreſſe, 
And there may be no greater heauines, 
Ifter pꝛoſpt citie, noꝛ greater payne, 
Than aducrlitte which that is ſodapne. 


Dogger 


Greateſt enure where is greateſt peace, 
greateſt awaite, where is moſt richelle, 
And greateſt eaſe where is reſt and peace, 
Where moſt dil coꝛde, moſt is heauines, 
And ok all ſoꝛowe, ſoꝛowkulleſt exte ſſe, 
Is thilke ſozow that a nian conſtreine, 
Ifter pzoſperitie,aduerſitte ſodeyne, 
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Pꝛinces in earth ot power pearles, 

which excelled al other in nobleſſe, 

Had in this woꝛld by coqueſt moſt encreaſt 
as Alexander, the ſtoꝛy bereth witnes. 
Remember the fine of al their hye pzoweſſe, 
and the trtumphes to which thei did actetn, 
Aktet pꝛoſpetitie.aduerſitie ſodey ne. 


The ſtrõg enheritours which þ he out cheſe, 
Syre and thirtie the number to expꝛelle, 
which had poſſeſſtũs of kingdomes doutles 
Eche thyng obeying to the pz wozthines, 
tyllkoꝛtunc tough her doublenes, | 
She wed her might vnwarefy to ozdayne; 
After pzoſperitie,atuerſitie ſodapne, 


Noble pꝛintes to auoyde all diſencrees, 
among your ſelfe diſcoꝛdes do repzelle, 
be not enuious no2 Frous cauſeles, 
woke nothpag of haſty wilfulnes, 

Let diſcrecton bz pour gouernetes, 

Foz there muſt folow tt᷑ ye part on twayne, 
Ifter pꝛol peritte aduerſitie ſodagne, - 
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Icxander,fo2 (he delited in vices , murthes 
and vengeaurice,dyedat miſchieke. 


¶ Te. xi. Chapter. 


Ext in ozder to Bochas 
| | \ þ dyd appere, 

| {| Ifter the mil chicke of 
— © ments, 


Booke. 


Fol. Crlif, 


Che great quene with a full pitesus chere, Extede the boundes of wikely chaſtitee. 


Mother of Jlexander Olumptades, 
bozne of the lune ol Eacides, 

among quenes her 00zy ocareth wit nes, 
excelled all other in beautie and riches, 


She was doughter to Neoptolemus, 

The _ kyng of Eprrothes, 

and had ſuſpect how Nectanabus, 
Byenchauntment put hymſelfin pꝛees, 
Of wekelprrouth to make hym recheles. 
But Bochas here fo to ſaue her name, 
wzite but a litle of her dil laundetous fame. 


s faydquene kapꝛe of her biſage, 
— fyzit — 2 in thilke — 


where al the woꝛt hy of bloud and ot lynage, 


ut al Gzece with full poſſeſſions, 
So that this quene that time nere & ferre, 
Mas of beautte called the Lodeſterre, 


But among al her great p2oſperitie, 

her youth flowing tn moſt ſoucrain nobles 
Fer top was medled with great aduerſitie, 
than Phil tp Macedo to her great heuines 
bas mot ally wounded in diſtreſſe, 
Jn Hitha by acertayn nacion, = _ 
called Triballoys as made is mencion , 


Fo; in that countrey bpon a certain day, 
wheras he faught and dyd his buſy payne, 
Co geat a cite and at a ſiege lay, 

and foz tha ſſ aut dyd his ſtuſt̃e ozdayn, 

he loſt vnwarely one of his epen twayn. 
that whan ne beheld his ſodayn world 
fo; ſozow the fel euen lat to the ground. 


Another thyng bokes ſpecifie, 

teeubled her fame by great heauines, 

The ſulpect ſlaunder of aduoutrye, 
tought by Nectanabus enchaunting her 
the light eclipſyng of hie nobles (farrneſſe 
dyſweft repo2t fo2 to hynder her name, 
what flyeth moze ſwift than wycked kame: 


In womanhede as autours all wzite, 
moſt thing cõmended is their chaſt honeſtee 
thyng moſt flafidzous they: nobles tatwtte 
Js whan pꝛinceſſes of haſty krautee, 


— theyꝛſte pters and they tich crounes 


Foz what auayleth linage oz royall blood, 
whan of the y liuing the repoxt is not goodi 


The holy bed defopſed of mariage, 

Oz oute ſopled map not recuredbe, 
The voice goth fozth a Þ frowardlangage, 
by many realmes and many great citie. 
[[aunder hath a cuſtom à that is great pitte, 
True other falſe by contagious ſoun, 
Once reyſed vp it gocth not lightly downe, 


Ind to moze hindꝛing of Olimrtades, 
Philip from her did away decline. 

and of the kyng of Exirothes, 

The weite he toke to his concubine, 

Called Cleopatra plainly to termine. 

Ind thus in miſchief tencreaſe her trouble 
Their falſe aduoutrye gan to were double, 


Ok this pꝛoceſſe waite J wyll no moze, 
cauſe the matter is abhominable, 
Foz king Philip the bargetn bought ſoze , 
as is remembꝛed by Chzonicles ful notable; 
Slayne on a day ſitting at his table, 
Full ſodaynly oz he toke any hede, 
Pauſanias did that erueldede, | 

* caas 


Of which laughter there foloweda ſtrange 
as xe haue heardby Pauſanias wzought 
Dlimpiades full glad and mery was, 
Heaup outward her heart voyde of thought 
yet t ly ſhe hath out wayes ſought, 
Foz hym to hold ſolemne androxyall, 

Libe Gzekes tiqhtes a feaſt fune tall. 


After whoſe deth wzought of great crueltie 
Kyng Alexander made no lenget let, 
Made Pauſantas taken fo: to be, 

and to be hanged bpon an hye gibet. 

Upon whoſe head there was a crowne ſet, 
Ok gold and pearle and rich tones Inde, 


By Dlempcades n ſtoꝛy as I kynde. 


Fo: he ſtode greatly in the quenes grace, 
and as folke dempt ok ſuſpeccion, 
they met together in many pꝛiup place. 


Thich greatly turned to her confuſion, 
Foz noyſe aroſe though all that region, 
that by thoccalion of their 5 
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The fourth 


Howe Pauſanias Nough Phil the ayng. Dempt her power ſhould ay tontune, 


But ſhe anone in her malice feruent, 
fro the gibet made him to be take down; 
Made his body ſolenmiy tobe bent, 
kept his cxequies with great oblacion, 
After the rytes of that region, 

Not leſt behynde in partie noꝛ in all. 
That apperteined to feaſtes funerall, 


Upon kyng Philip as it wer fo the nones, 


to doe her Loꝛde a ſhame a deſpyte, 
Solemnly (he made bzenne the bones, 
Ok Pauſantas fo: a falſe appetite, 
Unto no man ſhe had ſo great deſpite, 


Fo: which this feaſt was lyke in al thinges 


To thexequies of pzinces and of uynges. 
She made his ( weoꝛd alſo to be take, 


with which he ſlough Phultp the great king 


Offred it vp onely fo2 his lake, 
Tofoze Apolloby recozdeof wꝛiting. 


Keller folke deme in thepz entent, 
6 


eykyng Philip how ſhe was of aſſent. 


To be truell was ſet al her pleaſannce, 
(Foz merciles voyde of al pitee,) | 
On Cleopatra cauſyng this bengeaunre, 
That ſhe het ſelt henge vpon a tree, 


Murdzedher doughter the ſtoꝛy ye may ſet. 


What malice map il it be declared, 
Unto the malice ol women be compared 


Iſpeake ot᷑ them that be malicious, 
And liſt ofcuſtom fo: to be vengeable, 
among a thouſandone map be vertuous, 


And in two thouſad ſome one ts merciabſe 
But whan they de of rancour vntreatable, 
There is no Tiger moꝛe cruell doubtles, 


Keccozde J take of Olimpriades, 


And ſhe of malice was moze ſet of fyze, 
To cxecute boldlpher vengeaunce, 
Bythoccaſion of the great empyze, 


S 
of Petſe # Mede full famous tn ſubſtaunce Foz on that hyll ode a great dongcon; 


Bythe meane ot his hye maicſipe, 

God is ſtronger than the quene Foztune, 

which ſuffred her ſonne in his moſt dignite 
n Babilone poyſonedfoz to be, 
s is temembꝛed in many old Hiſtoꝛies, 

after his triũphes and bts great victoꝛies. 


But fo2 to paſſe bit fiy by wꝛityng. 

Toucheng the que ne as made is mention, 
whan dead was Philip the fameus mighty 
ſhe had ol Wacedoyn ful poſſeſſiõ, (king 
And gouerned that 2 1 


where like a wulueſſe as autos of 


To ſhede bload the gan dt t leit delite. L 


In her tirapny moſtfernent and yꝛour. 
Ketoyſed in ſlaughter and to ſemen blede, 
Foꝛ ſexpent none was moe malicious, 
Per was this quene m bokes pe map rede. 
et after ali this the reteiued her mede, 


. Foz though Foztune fauoure d her a wohrle 
w bich to her was ſlaũder a great hindꝛing 


pet with her traynes (he coud her wel beaile 


The ende ot tirantes and eke of tirãneſſes 
And ak murtherers be thet neuer ſo woode, 
Ok poyſon mongers and er chauntteſſes, 
Ok falſe ſupplantcurs contrarpto al good 
Indof coſpirers andof them þ thirſt blood, 
all theſe muſt haue by goddes puruepalice, 
Oz here ſhoztitfeoz ſodayn veugeaunte. 


2 — this quene was moſt behated 
02 her vengeabte moꝛtal oppzeſſion, - 
AndCaſſand:e agein her hath debaced, 
And gunne a warre vpon her region, 
Which to Alexander miniſtred the poyſon. 
As ye haue heard tofoꝛe of hym deuiſev, 
By Intipater moſt moztally pzactiſed, 


She fond no refute but toke her to flyght, 

This cruel quene this Olimptades. 

into a mountain that ſtode ferre out of ſight 

and of her kin there folowedher a gret pzets 
uppoſyng to haue liued there in peese 


which ſtode by cõquel vnder p gouernaũce Strongly walled about enutron. 


of Alexander, wherby (he 


thought her irbg 


tacheue ech thig whether it be tight oz wʒõg which that marched to a great citte, 
Called Epidua londxng in great 


dobuk, 
Becauſt 
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Boote. Fol. Cxiiii. 
Becau ſe C aſſander ofoldenmitee, A falſe pꝛetence ot᷑ hiqh maqmfitente, 
Had fo: her layde a ſiege all about, IJ fcaunce (ye had been in vercue ſtrong, . 
Ind nont was hardy fes to yſſue out. Foꝛtrouth to haut endured every wong. 


Made unth them a compoſicion. 


vy othe aſſured to Olimptades, 


By couert fraude bnder facre language, 


Coſuffer her with him to liue in pees, 
But ol hts pzomes he falſe and rechles, 
Fo; vnder treate as made is mencion, 


Che quene he toke andealt her in pziſon, a 


\ Not lyke a woman, but as a fiend diſpoſed, 
Able to deſtroye all verteous diſcipline. 
; Thus ſhe began, thus ſhe dyd fine, 


Bat wil ye ſee a ropall hie courage, 
boldiy deleted fro puſon, 
defctude d impertall of diſage, 


mte9pzeſe 
her ſtonde ſo ſtately of her face, 


whan 


s ſaxth Bochas in moſt ſtate ly wiſe, 


tich purple 
an Empꝛe lle in the grekiſh guiſe, 


Her liſt not fle the ſtoꝛy doth deuile, 
wh 


boide of al fearec liſt not bow her chine, 
Mane no p2aier to her tozmentours, 

Noz no token of courage feminine, 
Upaight ſhe ſtode liſt not downe decline, - 
Gaue euidences as it is compzehended, 


was neuer ſeine pzince noꝛ pzinceſſe, 
That moze pzoudly toke their fatal death, 
Fo; as I deme her marciall hardines, 
came fromBellona 

HD; —— by influence of courage, 
foue by the goddes to her and her linage. 


Fozce is a vertue bokes ſpecifie, 
Agein al vices to make reſiſtence. 
but froward rancour + woode me lantolyt 
Sue her aſpzite of feined pacience, 


Cyll C afſander of falſe compaſſed , 


pis fatth was lapde that time foz hoſtage, 


With al her maidens about her enutron, 
nt wooder than Lion,. 


wer p30udelt tareſt her #manace 
She was of purpole arayed fo; the nones, 
and pzecious ſtones, 
e paſſed not her boundes 
— EG her woũdes 
She not aktatde tn all her moztall ſhours, 


of what line and bloud ſhe was deſcended, 
Foz vnto time that ſhe gaue bp the bzeath. 


ol armes chief goddefle 


Contrartous fozee made her diſptteous, 
ſtrong in her errour to endure payne, 
Ok obſtmate heart ſhe was fell and xzous, 


in deathes conſtreint iſt not to complarne, 
. Counterfeit ſuffrance made ker foꝛ to fain 


Nothing of vertue plainly to termine, 
Noz ot no mannes that be feminine. 


In her entrayles all maltce was encloſed, 
Ind all contagious venim ſerpentine, 


In vicious murther (he dyd het ay delitte, 
Wherfoze of her me liſt nomoze tendite. 


CLenuoye, 


L pe that ſhall this tragedy ſee, 
Ast ruth and met ey haue compaſſion, 


toſet a pʒinceſle from her impertall ſee, 


So vnwarelyby Foztune thzow downe, 
Df whole nuſchtef this was thoctaſ tou. 
in thze thinges was ſet moſt her plealãce 
n vicious like in murther and vengeiice« 


Alas that euer the moztall crueltie, 

Ok bloudy ſweoꝛde by execucton, 
ſhould be appꝛopued to feminitie, 

Agein the nature of thei condicion,- 
Cauſyng the ftnallſlaunderous confuſion 
of Olimptades here put in remembzaunce, 
fo; victous like, murther x falle vengeaũce. 


Under freſh floures ſoote and faxe to ſee, 

the ſerpent dareth with his couerte popſon, 

In chuſtall waters þ calme and ſmooth be, 

Are perilous pittes full of decepcion , 

Men ſee al dey by clere inſpeceion, 

— feminine faces Ingelike ſuffiſaunce, 
bnderneth-racour + great vengeaice, 


Though ſhe excelledof her natiue beautce, 
all other punteſſes of that — — | 
was neuer none feller ſeen than ſhe, 
Co execute like her opinion, 

Ut, Che 


The fourth 


The perlous traynes contrived of treaſon 
And ſpecially in herpompous greuaunce, 
Where ſhe hated foz to doe veugeaunce. 


Noble pꝛinteſſes ſet dye in dignitte, 
Doe adue ttiſe of viſcrecton, 

In pour moſt power and largeſt libertie. 
Be merctable and do remiſſion, 


Duger with pitie pour indignacion, 


let grace a mercy tempꝛe pour hye putſſice, N > 


Df Oltmptades eſchewtng the vengeace, 


Exyle rygout farre out of countrey, 
pene hym with pou no tut i diccion. 
To womanhede longeth not pardye. 
Ok cancred rancour new exetucion. 
Where mercy temeth of grace there is foils 
Hae this in mynde by long conttnuaunce, 


Of Oumpiades fozgetting the vengealice,. 


Let paciente by vertuous plentie. 

Within pour heartes purchaſe a manſion, 
Let pour compaſſion attemper equitie, 
Chat right excede not 8 boundes of reaſon 


So that pour feminine humble entencion,: 


Be alway bꝛidled by pꝛouident ſuffraunce, 
void yng al exceſſes of rigour a vongeaũce. 


$02 it is ſayd of old autozltie, 
To woman longeth by dilpoſicion, 


ekenes in language in poꝛt humilitie, 
Tn all vertue humble e 


Uopde of manaces, ſtriłe and contencion, 


So that no man in your attendaunce, 
eſpye no token of rancour noz vengeaſice. 


The ſpecial meane the parctalitie, 
Should of al merey be deſcripcion, 
Rebound to women foz of antiquit ie. 

The Lambe not vſed to plap the Lion, 
Noz no meke doue enuied the Faucon, 
Noz to pour degre by natural accozdaunce, 
let nother rigour no; haſty fell vengeatice. 


Chis ſimple ermoy rececue it at gree, 
And haue therof none (ndignacion, 
Lowly direct to pour benignitee, 
NOnelyof mekenes and no pzeſumpcion, 
Knovoyng of kynd pour incitnacion. 
Diſpoſed is by natural purueyaunce, 


vnto al mercy # nothyng to vengeaunce. 


C How Agathoeles of lowbyzth bozne 
Attapned bnto ropall diqnitie en- 


bed in pouertie # wzetchednes. 


Haut heard ſayd ot᷑ ful 
N poꝛe agone, 


- 


mas mold Englich called a Rodſon, 5 


Chat reyſeth duſt and ſtrawe full hye aloft; 


And in thaſtendpng tt kallech ſo ful ort. 


 - Though it be-bozne almoſt to the ſupe, 


Where it becdmeth there can no man elyn 
Out of fozges by fire that ſmithes make, / 

By clere e xpecſence it is fuloft pſepne, - 
That thele internal ougly ſmokesblake, . 
tranſcend the top ot many great mountetn 

But okt ſeithj by a tui ſodeyne rene, 

al ſuch aſſe netons by rage of wound vp blow, 
W vnware turne be teuerſed # bzouctht low 


— — it at a pziefe, 

execute it re experience. | 
One the moſt contrarious mtlehiekf,, 2: 
Founde in this earth by notable eutdence, 
Is onely this by Foztunate vrolence,: 
whan that a wyzetche charitſhe of nature, 
The late of pztnces vnwarely doth retute. 


A croune of golde is nothyng acer dyng. 
Fo: tobe ſet aknanes hee, 

A toltiche clarkefozto weaxe arpug, 
Accoꝛdeth not who that can take hede. 
Ind in this wozld there is no dꝛede 
Than power poue it it be wel fou ge, 
Unto ſuch one that firſt roſe vp of nought. 


There is no maner tuſt conuentence, 

A royall Carboncle, Ruby oꝛ Garnet, | 
noꝛa chaſt Emeraude of vertuous excellfce 
No2 Inde Saphirs in copper to be let, 
Thepꝛ kyndly power in foule met all is let. 
And ſo theſtate of politike puiſſaunee, 
is tolt where euer knaues haue _— 


#0; a tyme they may vel bp 
ide windye ſmokes their boyſtous fumes thet wer dellaũdꝛed Bochas beareth witnes 
a crouned aſſe plaunty to ropzehed (ſpzede- Dutward ſuger 

By which example topurpoſe J may call, 
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aſcende,: * 


of diſcrecton is moze fo2 to dzede, 
is a lion fo: that one in dede, 


Of his natuce is mightic and ropall, ' 
doyde of oilererion that other beſtiall. 


ie gentle nature of a ſtrong Lion. 
— people of kynd is merctable, 
Foz vnto all that fall afoze hym downe, 


Hs copal putTaunce-can not be vengeable. 


But 
Ind 


thutiich wulues byrtgout 
koltiſih Aſſes cke of beſtialitte, 


falyng reaſon bꝛarde euet on ctueltie. 


* 


Che 


Moſt erueitte and 
With mal apert nes and indiſcrecion,  : 
Of churle and gentle make this diuiſton. 
Of other of them , dare righe wel repozte 

rotherto thei wil reſozt,. 


roſe is know by colour and Crwetnes, 


locke thet came 


Che 


None is ſo pꝛoude as he that can no good, 


lewder he ad the moze pꝛeſumpcion, 


and biolettes fo2 the ir f᷑reſh tarage, 


Che 


Chiles ,bzyers,pzicking by great outrage, 
Jud thus conſidzed the roote of eche li 
frowardketches been euer in churles fo 


nettle rough foz his fel harpnes, 


where vnto gentils ay vertue doth rebotid, 
Let men betoare in eſpecial of one thyng, 


Yow great decepcion is tn falſe coynage, 


The 


map be bzight in his ſhewyng. 


the metal falſe and ſhew a fayze biſage. 
Mis not gold to ſpeake in plain language, 
That ſhinethbztght toncl udyng ol teaſon, 
Under fayze chere is olt hd falſe poyſon. 


{ | 
Fo; as aſkye oꝛ an ougly cloude, 
which that aſcendeth lowe out of the ſee, 


and with hes blacknes doth the [one (hzoud 


That men may not his great bughtnes ſee 
Not haue no comfozt of his clere beautee, 


Ho vicious tetches J do you wel allure, 
Peface ful oft the giftes of nature, 


God vutu ſome hath peuen by nature, 
Foz to excelle another in fairenes, 


bntreatable 


vengeance in lowblood, 
had eke diſdayn,J can hym not excuſe, 


Fol. Crv. 
pet in bices by retoꝛde ofſcripture, 


(nward bitternes, 
Agathoties fulfilled with vices al. 
In this o he commeth nom on the ryng 


M hich ok be autie had great excellence, 


But to declare the vicious liuyng. 
And to deſermue hes outragious offence, 

It J Qhould wute tn ſentence, 
Like hys demerites wholy the manere, 


It would thzough pet ſc #blot my papete. 


Touching his byꝛth of low bedde deſteded 
Sonne of a Potter the ſtozy ye may ſee, 
Jn no vertue J fynde hym not cõmended, 
xtept nature gaue gym great beautee, 
Foftred in miſchief and great pouertee, 


Ok hatetul pzide his fachers craft to vſe. 


By the meane of his great fairenes, 
Co hee eſtate he came from low degree, 
pet in a bice which J wpl not expzede, 
De diſuſed curſedly his beautee, 

Again nature that euili mot he thee. 
And ſpoyled he was ſhoztly to ſpectkye, 
With al the ſpiſes of pꝛide and lecherpe. 


et notwihſtandyng his falſe condictons, 
od ſuffred hym to come to hye eſtate, 
And to gouerne dfuers nacions, 

kynd a whyle how he was foztunate, 

n his lechery ay pompous and elate, 

nd in a citte called Siracuſe, 
The ſayd vices frowardly he gan vie. 


And fo2 he had beautte and great might, 
Co al vices his youth he dydencline. 
And could alſo foꝛthet hym ſelf aryght, 

Okt eloquence expert in the doctrine. | 
and as it is ſaid. thoug he came of low line 
pet as it is put in remembꝛaunce, 

an hũdꝛed kuyghtes he had in gouernaũce. 


Ok Centurien he purchaſed an office, 
and that tyme he toke the oꝛder of knyght, 
After choſen a tribune of great pztce, 

And gate great fauoz in the peoples Toute. 


—_— — 
- * * - - 


The fourth 


And in this while & fell ſo anon ryqht. 
Of Siracuſts he was made Duke 4 head, 
By eleccton becauſe ther Lozde was dead. 


TUhich with Siciltens held a moꝛtal ſtrife, - 


But Igathocies made them vectouous, 

Toke they: Ducheſſe after to his wifs, 

By meane wherof he wert full gloxous, 

Femme alc ne eee 
02gate 8 a 

— bis citte & he wer at debate, 


His condicions whan they gan eſpte, 
And ſawe hym wozke all of pzeſunipcion, 
The people anon knowyng his tiranny, 
Exyledbhym out of their region. 

hes exyle as made is mencton, 

could fyndno better Theucſaunce, 
but came to acitte þ called was Purgalice, 


Where by his ſleightie ſubtill falſe.ancſe, 
he ſo demeaned hym in the peoples ſyght, 
That of a pzetoz they gaue him an office, 
he meuing them in all that euer he might, 
Gein Siracuſts to make thẽ rong a fight 
Of entent on them to auenged be, 


Cauſe foz his exple out of that citie. 


But in his exyle the ſtoꝛꝝ ſayth.none other 
It was ſo wzought by mediacton, 

of Duke Amulchat þ was his ſwozne bzoder 
HSiracuſants of one entencion, 

Called home agem into their towne, 

And there was reſtozed to his place, 

And tetonciled to the peoples grace. 


And bnto him they gaue by great auiſe, . 
By aſſent of Lozdes and al the commontte 
Ok a Pꝛetoʒ newly anoffice, 

Foz Pꝛetozs of called be, 

Officers that dwell in the citie. 

and haue ful charge by dome a tudgemttes, 
to put algiltte to paine and to tozmentes, 


Than of new this Yaathorles, 

Becauſe he had moze autozitie, 

Caſt foz to trouble the quiete andthe pees, 
Of Htracuſis,andout of that citee, 

all the Senatours greateſt of dignette, 

of moꝛtal vengeice thts tirant made anone 


| Without excepcion be \layne cuerychone,: 


This haſty ſlaughter wought by tranny, 
mtght not aſſwage noz ſtaũchj his fel cozage, 
Tyllhe their treaſouts toke by robbzye, :: 
And all Cicile he ſpoyled by pillage, 2 
Caſt of pude vpon an hyet ſtage. 14 
Fo: to aſcende by ſleighty falſe woꝛkyng. 


Ok al that region he to be crouned kyng, 


Made his ſubtectes mauger the hi dzeding 
To call hym kyng,amdmeſperiall, F 
rn 

e ie 0 
Tyll Foztune — al. 
Fo: of Chartage the Duke a wozthy finds 
faught with hym t wife # put htm to 7 


he ſtode in milchtet deſpetred 


 Wherthzough 
And ot a people he was had in diſbayne, / 


To Siracuſe in haſt he is repayzed, 
And to his citie returned home ageyn. 
There abiding in dꝛede and vncertam. 
Fo: whan Foztune gan ageyn hym take, 
His fcendes old of new haue hym fozſake, 


In that miſchiet he bode not long, 

— and — ſtrong, 
m 

Dnelyin purpoſe all Jffrike taſſaftle, 

with them of Chartage had a great bataile, 

Them diſcomfited as Foztune liſt ozvayne, 


By hype pꝛoweſſe of his ſonnes twayne. 


Archagathus yealled was that one, 
Wonder delmer a man of great might, 
The ſeconde bꝛot her moſt wozthyof echons 
called Heraclida which in that moztal 
Pꝛeued hymſelf that day a manlye 

Fo: by their muͤhode in which there was no 
thei of Chartage wer kelly put aback, (lac 


Foz though ſo it wer by Foztune of p warts 
Igathocies had that day victozy, 

Falſe couetiſe made hym foz to erte, 

and eclipſed the light of his glozye. 

Foꝛ às it is remembzed in his ſtozy, 

Like his byzth as it tofozne termined, 
To all fallenes his coꝛage was _— — 
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Cruel ot tuſtom, ok heart merciles, 

dis wil was law wer it weng oꝛ ryght, 
Contrary to accozde,froward vnto pees. 
puud and ſut quedous in his owne ſyght. 
tUhere his power ſitetcded and his might. 
x.yke a tirant naturally diſpoſed, 
Totxecute vengeaunce afoze purpoſed, 


pe thouaſt he had power foz to bynde, 
Foatunes.whele toz to abide ſtable, 
Which is a thyng contrary to het kynde, 
Whole mopertie is to be varcable, 

his pꝛide (alas) was to abhomtnable, 

fo; moztsl p2enee is none that may reſtrain 
Her vnwate wurne noz her courle ſodayns, 


influence of the heauenly ſterres, 
Che vncouth cout ſe aboue celeſitall, 
Byſfoztune and fauour ofthe werres, 
his s of byꝛth full curall, 
pꝛomoted was vnto eſtate ropall, 

endmre 


ttt outcage.and frowarde 
aul b diser be might not log ẽ dure 


Fo:tune of bynd is ſo flaſkiſable, 
Z monſtruous beaſt departed manifold, 
Iſudyng ſerpent turnyng and vnſtable, 


Y 


ler to gripe on whom there is none holde. 


3s in this boke declared is and tolde, 
her power pꝛeued on punces rechles, 
Kecozde with other on Agat hocles. 


Is re haue heard rehearſed in ſentence, 
Simple and bare was his nattuitie. 
Bought vp and foſited in great indige nee 
Out of a ſtocke ſp2ingyng of poucrtte, 
Roſe to theſtate of royall diantitie, 

they2 tiſyng vncourh metuaylous tattapne 
the lal moze greeucus becauſe it was ſodain 


from Stracuſe he was eryled twyſe, 
vengeabl y of heart where he had might, 
Of Iffricans diſcomfited thuſe, 

Euct in battaile of cuſtom put to flight 
Had an vſaunte to robbe dapand nyght, 
And lyke a tiraunt agen conſcience. (itte 
Co ſpople his ſubtectes by raue nous vio» 


Dindꝛed by foztune wherof he was not fein 
Yer ſtroke agem hym ſodein and violent, 


And di vn 
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His ſonnes two in Aff rike wer firſt ſleyne; 
He ok his lummes were feble and impotent, 
With a conſumpc on his entrayſes b:ent, 
And by an ague continual of fetuence, 
He was ſuppʒiſed byſtroke of peſiilence. 


All his treaſour Fortune hath fro him take 


His pꝛoude poat and his wozldly glozy, 

his kin, his fcendes,his wife hath hi toꝛſake 
His conqueſt dicke, and put out of memo n 
The name eclipſed of al his olde victoꝛp. 
And as he gan in pouert and diſtreſſe. 

So he made an ende in wnetchedaeſſes 


Haſty vyſing and thut that is ſodapne, 
And ſurmouuting by violent raume, 


ànd extoꝛt power may fo2 a whyle attayne, 


In riche chapꝛe of Loꝛdſhip koꝛ to ſhyn e, 
Sodapn aſcendyng doth ſodaynly decline, 
where ever there be creaſe. 
Men waite of cuſtom a ſodein difencceaſe, 


Of Xgathorcles men may exaumple take, 
IWhat is the ende of eucty falſe tyzaunte, 
wꝛong cumbiag vp doth a foule ende make, 
Foz a ſeaſon though tirautes be putTaunte, 
Foztune to them pcueth no lenger graunt, 
but whan they ſyt on her whele royall, 

By vnware chaunge to haue a ſode in fall, 


Igathocles was fyz\t a ſimple man, 
Bought fozth in miſchiet and in pouertte, 
Sonne of a Potter the ſtoꝛp tell can, 

Bp victous liupng came to gteat dignitte, 
Df all folke hated fo: his crucltre, 

clambe fro pouert vp to great richeſſe, 
Made pooze age in, dyed in wꝛetchedneſſe. 


CLenuoye, 
His tragedy ſheweth a figure, 


| & Both by ſioꝛy and byautozttie, 
How man and beaſt andeucry creature, 


- Tarageth the ſtocke ofhts natiuitie. 


Herde of the roote and eche fruite ot his tre 
Foz both of vertue and al ſo ot outrage, 
foloweth ſome tetche oz taſte of the linage . 


Agathocles by recoꝛde of ſcripture, 


Bozne of low bed bzought W 


Pet Foztune made hym to refute, 
vp to hye eſtate from ful low degree, 
His reaſon blent with ſenſualitte, 


Foꝛqate hymſelf toſpeake in plein lãguage 


thzough a falſe tetche þ tame fro his linage 
There is a difference of colours in picture, 


on table oꝛ wall as men all day may ſee, 


twene gold and gold,atwene bis andaſure, 


all is not gold that (yineth bzight parde. 


Some noble is falſe þ hath ful qret beautie 


Let men beware of counterfeit copnage, 


Tetcheseſchewtng of churltſh lowe linage. 


Some man fozthzed of ſodapn auenture, 
Set in chatre ofropal diguitie, 

wenyng hts empire euer ſhould endure, 
neuer to be troubled with none aduceſitie, 
With ropall Eagles a kite map not flie. 

a Jay map chatter in a cage, 

pet euer ſome tetch mult folow of his linage 


Gentle bloud of his royall nature, 

Is euer encuned to mercyand pitee, 
where of cuſtom theſe viletnes do ther cure 
By their vſurped and extoꝛt falle pouſtee, 
To be bengeable by moztall crueltee, 
though hau y fumes of furious cozage, 
kolowing tetches of their vileyn linage. 


O mighty p2tnres pour nobleſſe do aſſure, 


pour paſſtons reſt with tranqualttie, 

Se how there is no meane no meaſure, 
here at(rant catrheth the ſoueraintie, 
Let JAgathocles pour wozldly merrour be, 
toelchewthe traces of his froward paſſage 
As ropall bloud re qutreth of your lnage, 


¶ How Caſſander ſlough the wife of 
Alexander, and Hercules her ſone, 
and Intipater ſlough his mo⸗ 


ther. of other murthers. 
C The. vi. Chapter. 


mag, miſchtet ol Foztunes 


T woful! falles froher 
whele in dede, 


of pzinees, pꝛincelles. whoſo loke aryght. 


The fourth 


Been lamentable and doſeful koꝛ to rede. 
But koꝛ all that Bochas doth pꝛocede, 

in his te heatſaile remtbung thus him ſelut 
To him appeared ofmen + women twelue. 


After the death of kyng Agathocles, 
there came tofoze him worthy quenes twetn 
The firſt of them was calſed Berſanes, 
and of her meſchtef gan to htm complapne, 
noyke of Alexander the ſtozyliſt not tapne, 
The mighty king greareſt vndet ſunne, 
which by conque li al this wozldhath wonne, 


tte to Alexander was this Berlanes, 
By his lyfe as made is mencton, - 

which with her ſonne named Hercules, 

wer by Calſſander bꝛought to deſiruccion, 
And of her death this was thoccaſton, 

Callander dzed that Berſanes the quene, 

would with her lone on him auenged been. 


Fo; his treaſons which he toloꝛe wꝛought 
On Alt xander andon his linage. 

and ſpecially it that ſhe wer bzought, 

To Macedopn fo: her auauntage, 

with her ſonne that was but yong of age. 
Caſſander thought ⁊ dzed as J haue tolve, 
thet would auenge hes treaſons wought of 


(olde, 
e caſt afoze of malice cauſeles, 
s Caſſander moſt falſly wozkyng, 
That if this knight this yong Dercules, 
Sonne of Alexander by recozdof wattyng, 
Jn Wacedoyn wer take and crouned king 
How that he would oft quitie and , 
His fathers death auenge like a knyght. 


which thing to eſchew Caſſãder gi pzoude 
and by falſe fraude was not rechles, 

But on adayhe liſt not long abide, 
flough firſt the quene this ſayd Berſanes, 
Aud than her ſonne ycalled Hercules, 
Thus by Caſſãder of murther crop & rote, 
thetmurdzed wer there was none other bots 


Thus crueltte might not ſuffiſe, 

vnto Caſſander by recoꝛde of ſcripture, 
But like a tirant in vengeable wile, 

He did them bury by froward auenture, 
where no ma (hould know they; _—_ 
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and thus( alas) which pitte is to rede, 
e murthered foure out of one kinrede, 


CoJlerander he miniſtred the poyſon, 
fleugh the quene called Oltmpiades, 

and of hatredby full falſe treaſon, 

3s] haue told he ſlough quence Berſanes, 
wife to Alexander, mother to Hercules, 
which in youth by Bochas rehearſing, 

Jn Pacedoyne was like to haue be kyng, 


After all this he could not liue in pets. 

But euer ready ſome treaſon foz to do, 
ſlough eke the quene called Roxanes. 

upon a day and het yong ſonne to, 

and ſhe was wyke to Alexander alſo, 
Caſander dzedyng in his opinton. 

lu thet would vẽge the vpõ his falſe treaſd. 


Thus euet he lined in murder. ſoꝛow x ſtrife 
way of fraude came al his enereaſe, 

Ind as J fynd how he had a wife, 

and ſhe was called The ſſalonices. 

Ind as this ſloʒy remembzeth doabtles, 
aſonne they had bozve atwene thẽ twayne 


Toſley his mother which alt er did his pain 


$hoztly to paſſe mine autour wziteth none 
Intipater was her ſonnes name, (other, 
and becauſe that ſhe loued his bꝛother, 
Better than hym he to his great defame, 
Compaſſed her death the ſloꝛy ſayth p ſame 
Aotwithſtandyng tappeaſe his crueltte, 
She aſked mercy kuclyiig on her une. 


her breſtes open white and ſoft as ſilke, 

all bede wed with teares her veſage, 
Required mekely at reuerence of the mflke, 
with which he was foſtred in yong age, 

fo; to haue mercy and tappeaſe his rage, 
d to accept goodly her pꝛaver, 

Co ſaue the life of his mother dere. 


But al fo nouqht. he heard her neuer a dele 
he was to her ſurmount ing of meaſure, 
Like his father vengeable and cruel, 
Jtrowtt was youe hym of nature. 

Fo: by recozde of kinde and eke ſcripture, 
Heelde 62 neuer no bꝛaunche that is good 
lpingeth cf cuſtome out of cruell blood, 
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Ok her death cauſe there was none other, 
That Antipater ſlough his mother dere, 
But fo2 ſhe loued Ylerander hes brother, 
Better than htm the Chzonitle doth vs lerg 
Which Ilexandet ef ye liſt to here, 

Had in his ſuctour J find by witting, 
Demetrius that was of Aſie kyng. 


Theſſalonices was in this whele ded. 

By Intipater hc moſt infoztunate, _, 
bathed in her bloud her ſides wer made ted. 
Without compaſſion ot her hye eſtate, 
and her two ſonnes luyng at debate, 

Tyll Liſimachus þ prefect was of Thzate, 
them reconciled eche to others grace. 


Whan Demetrius knew of they: accode, 
God wote the ſoth he nothing was fayne, 
But by his fraude the to2v bereth tecozde, 
That Alexander malictouſiy was flatie . 
This whtle Antipater f0ding in no certain 
Tyſt he by lleight of Lyſtmachus, 

was murthered after the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 


To voztte the pzoceſſe and p maner hough, 
That Lyſtmachus by fcaudolent wozkyng 
his ſonne in law Inttpater thus 1-ugh, - 
Falſe couetiſe was cauſe of al this rhyng, 
AndDemetrius toke on hym tobe kyng 
Of Macedopne,remembzed time and date, 
Whan both bzethzen wer paſſed into kate. 


During this murthet x al this moꝛtal ſtrife 

In this pꝛoceſſe like as it ts founde, 

Ok Antipater Eurtvice the wife, (bounde, 
of Seleuchus was in cheines 

cait tn pꝛiſon dicke hide ous and profounde, 

and koꝛ a while J leue her there ſotourne, 

and to Demetrius J will agein returne, 


Which made himſelf to be crouned kyng, ' 
of Mate doen thzough his great puiſſaunce. 
But to deſtroy his purpoſe in woꝛkyng. 
there wer thꝛe pꝛinces notable in ſubſtaunce 
Confederate and oft unc aliaunce, | 
echcone aſſented fo: (hozt concluſton. 
tobzyngDemetrius to dedruccion. 


Onethe firſt was wozthy Ptholomee, 
byng ol Egipt in armes full . a 


—— 


Other twayne the ſtozy pe may ſee, 


Called Selenchus and next Liſimachus, 


and of Epirus-came the kyng Pirrhus, 
Loꝛde ofthe pꝛouinte as it is ene founde, 


The fourth 


Ther prefectes there were 
ö 08 alſo J fynde 2 
muyich held the people 
==) (n full great ſeruage. 


they made the (trog Demetrius to cõtoũd. In the nether and in the vpper Inde, 


Sdbottly to tell with their apparayles, 
of Matedopne they did hym ficſt depuue, 


tame vpon hym with foure ſtrong batailes 


That he was neuer ſoouerſet in his lyue. 


take of Liſtmachus the Nozpdoth de lertue, 


cheynedi( puſdn, ot his Iyfe in doubt, 
105 J not fpnd that euer he (ſued out. 


¶ Or the two pzefectes , Peuteſtes 
and Ampnutas. 


Che xb. Chapter. 
Ext in oꝛder Peuceſſes 


3 


Nl of great Babtlon, 
And with hym came Amintas eke yfere, 
Another pzefect as made is mention, 


which the Bactrians had in his poſſeſſion, 
A great pꝛouince poue hym by tudgement, 


Myd ok Aſta toward the Dztent. 


Theſe wn twayne fo; they? wozthines, 
And foz their manhode in actes marciall, 
Aſſigned wer by diligent buſines, 

To wapyte and kepe in eſpectall. 

vpon the mageſtte in his eſtate ropal, 

of Alexander foz truſt as chamberlapnes, 
Agein thaſſaut and dzede of all fozeyns, 


After whoſe death foꝛ finguler guerdon, 
Made prefectes both they wer in dede, 
Is pe haue heard that one in Babilon, 


that other in Bactrie the ſtoꝛy ye may rede, 


ret in quiet they myght them not pollede. 


Foꝛ Selenchus gan warre agein the make 
that thei wer kam their loꝛdſh ps to fo:lake 


¶ How Sandꝛotottus bozne of 
lowe degree cheriſhed robs 
bours and theues. 


¶ Che. xviu. Chapter. 


Tyli Sandzocottus a man of low linage, 
caſt he would redꝛeſſe their outrage, 

Ot entent poore people to reſtoze, 

To their fraunchiles þ plained on the ſoze, 


Sandꝛocottus autour of this wozkyng, 
behight p people thzoughour of al colitreys 
Whan he by ſleight wer crouned kyng, 
Them to reſtoze to they; liberties; 

But whan he had recetued theſe digntties, 
al his beheſtes made with a fayze vilage, 
turned as theyfondto thzaldom #* ſexuagt. 


Thus whan a wzetche is ſet in bye eſtate, 
02 a beggerbzought vp to dignitee, 
there is none ſo pꝛoude, vompous, noꝛ elate, 
None ſo vengeable no; ful of crueltie, 
de of diſcrecton,mercy and pitte. 
fo: churliſhe bloude ſeeld doth recure, 
tobe gentle by way of his nature, 


He may diſſtmule and fo: a time fayne, 
counterfeyt with a fayze viſage, 

out of one hoode ſhewe faces twayne, 
Contrary of heart, double of his langquags, 
Still ok hes pozt,ſ\math of his paſſage, 
Under floures lyke a ſerpent dare, : 
til he may ſlyng. and than he wyl not ſpare, 


And euen lyke of his condicions, 

was Sandzocottus ſet bp in hye eſtate, 
Uexed peoples, troubled regions, 

ſet cities and townes at great debate, 
whoſe gouernaunce was infoztunate, 

As it wasſeen and found at alpzeues, 
chertſhed no maͤ but robbours and theues. 


And to declare how he caught hardines, 
And occaſton peoples to gouerne, 

By a pꝛonoſticke which J ſhall expꝛeſſe, 
right merue plous and vncouth to diſcerns 
which was this as J ſhall tell as yerne, 
Nyght wonderful and vncouth foz to het? 
Ano it was this it pe liſt to lete, 
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There was a man called Pꝛacatales, 
Bozne in Inde, which of his lima, | 

was wonder pooꝛe, came but ſeeid in prees, 
Becauſe he had treſpaſſed in one thyng, 
ggeyn Uenandꝛus that was that time king 
Commaunding to ſlea him anon right, 

But he eſcaped the ſtozy ſayth, by tight, 


God had youe hym of fete ſwiftnes, 
Bymeane wherof he ſaued him fro danger 
Chzough long trauaple fil in werines. 

And to refreſh hym beſyde a well cleare, 
he lay Neping,that face and al his cheare, 
Dꝛopped as ſoote, a Lyon came fozby, 
Licked his face as ſayth the ſtoꝛp. 


with which affrap the man anon woke, 
ind ſodapnly lift vp his Viſage, 

the Lyon roſe (oftiy the way tooke, 
Coward the fozeſt did him no damage, 
Fogate his feines and his cruel rage, 
Of which pzonoſtike gan ihoccaſion, 
wherof Sandzocottus toke an opinion, 


Caſt and thought in hys fantaſy, 

Sith that the Lyon is beaſt moſt ropall. 
Which not dylde yned hymlelfe to appl pe, 
Co lycke the face of a man curall, 

Inhys nature to ſhew hym deſtiall. 

Ye dempt as wel that it was ſitt ng. 
totake on hym theſtate to be a kyng. 


me: of reaſon was right nought. 

2 where the Lyon left hys criuelticy * © 
he in contrary were pꝛoud tn hert + thou 
Uopde of mercy andbarayn of pitie 
Fo: whan that he was ſet in dignitte. 

Bought from a wietcheto dominacton,  / 
dgepn nature he played the Lyon, | 


Sumtime a Lyon fo2geatteth al feines. 
whereas a wulle wil naturally deuoure, 
Ho opal bludhathruthongentleaes, | 
Onpooze plecntifes to help them a ſuctour 
_ — a tiraunt ot nature doth labour, 


Booke. 


power catching auauntage, J 
2 — 


Fol. Crbiii. 


Gan m ze him ſtrong + bengeable in dede, 
with noumber of robbours farious ⁊ wode 
Calt him deſtroy al the gentle blode 

That was in Inde, and by his oꝛdenance. 
Slap al the pzefectes that hadgouernance 


Ind W the comons wonã he was made ſtrõg 
and gan the maner of theyz death deupſe, 
like a falſe tyzanc althougy he dyd w2oug, 
Agein his Loves when he gan aryſe, 

An Olifant came in ful vncouth wyle, 
Him obeyed which was a great wonder, 
whan their batayles wer not farre aſundze 


Though he was wyld the ſtoꝛy ſayth pſame 
Sandꝛocottus lept vpon his ſyde, 

Andon his backe as on a beaſt tame, 

To ward the battaple anon he gan to ryde, 
was their captayn that day and theyꝛ qyde, 
with his robbours as it is made mynd, 
llough al 8 pꝛetectes x gentle blud ot᷑ Inde 


C Howe Seleuchus the mightye 
Dꝛynce was ſlapne by the great 


Ptholomye kyng of Egipt. 
¶ The. xix. Chapter. 


han came Seleachus, to Bochas 
J 2 mightyppince a ful maly knight: 
Sone ot Anthiochus p great famous king 
which Seteuchus fo: wiſdom ⁊ foꝛ might, 
was moſt fauoured in Ylexanders ſight, 
bozne of a punceſſe p chzonicle ye may ſene 
Called Laodice the great famous quene. 


The byzthof hym ſtrange and marue lous, 
Foz his mother vpon theſame nyght, 

That ſhe concetued,dzempt + thought thus 
As it ſemed playnly in her ſyght, 5 
of Apollo p heauenly god moſt bzight, 
How lhe the time of her concetuing. 
Recctaedthat night(of golde ) a riche ryng. 


n which ting was ſet a pꝛecious ſtone, 


io tobbe youe vnto her fo: a great guet don, 
| — — anker — — anon, 
ttus bome vflowe kintede, r vaithout dilacion, 
—— Co peue the ryng of whole — 


Jnbye eſtate by foztune whan he ſtode, 


To Seleuchus,wherby in eſpectal, 
He ſhould excell in actes marctall. 


Theſame mozowe after Þ child was bozne, 
within het bed was found a ryche ryng, 
With al the tokens reheat ſed here tofozne 
The anker graue lyke in euery thyng. 
which that the quene toke in her kepyng: 
Indof entent foz her auauntage, 

Kepe it ſecret til he came to age. 


Another meruaple fyfl alſo withal, 

{This Seleuchus which was a wdder thing 
Had enpzintedeke in eſpectall, 

Upon bys thygh an anker anda ryng, 
So had al by recozdof wꝛyting. 

Such carectes,the Go2p doth determine, 


that after him wer bozne of that lyne. 


Uhan Seleuchuscas made is mencton) 

the tender peres had ct his age tonne. 

And came to peres of diſcrecion: 

He by this ring ful many lond hath wonne 

— — — amy ſine, 
e wel aupled . hardy of great might, 

Tyme of Alexander hold one Þ beſt knight. 


In werre n armes he hys tyme hath ſpent 
Bꝛougut ali Inde to ſubtertion. 
Gate ali the kingdomes uye ol the Ozient, 
Held them long in his poſſeſſion, 

But here(alas)Bochas maketh in 
All his victoztes that did in honour ſhine, - 
with lodetn change wer turned onto rume 


Fo: whan Selenchus was moſt victozious 
Had al Inde conquered in ſubſtaunce: 
Atwene htm and ting Liſunathus, 

Ok whom totoꝛe is made remembzaunce, 
Began a warte and a great diſtaunce. 
Ind as they met with their apparaples, 
Ina great tield oꝛdeyned them battapes. 


On Liaymachus fill the diſconfeture;- . 
whereof Seleuchus glad in eſpectall, 
Dempt his winning tame not ot menture, 
But by tnfluence bery celeſttall. . 
Gan ware pzoude in his eſtate royal, 

Not ſuppoſpng in his bictoztous ſtall, 
Ok his miſcheues that ſhould after fall; 


The fourth 


Foꝛ as the pwreſſe detlareth bnto bs, 
Howe of Egipt the great Pt holompe. 
Bꝛothet in lawe to Liſimachus, 

Fill on Seleuchns by ful great crueltte, 
Slough him at miſt hie the ſtozy pe maple 
Loſt is hys Iyfe as made is mencion, 


In Wacedopnthe mighty region, 


Ind it is knowof Xntiquette, 
Byreheariaple ot᷑ the olde auctours, 
That this fozeſayd great thoſomte, 

was to Ylexander one of the enheritours, 
ing cf Egept there teignung in his flours 
After whoſe name deſcedeng doun by Gyete 
wer al the kinges called Ptholomes. 


Is J finde touching his ltnage, 

By p2ocreacion he had chuldꝛen thiee, 
The fy: ot the ro ſpeake in plain language 
Inamed was Ceraunus Ptholome: 
Next P>hiladelphus, a daughter Irſynoe, 
that wedded was by her fathers conſenting 
To Liſpmachus of Macedopne kyng, 


¶ Howe the two ſonnes of quene 
Irſpnoe were by they: mo⸗ 
thers bzother traytourlp 
fatn,and ſhe exiled, 


¶ The.xr.Chapter, 


Nd thus remembꝛed in Bookes olde, 

—— of Seleuchus dodughte by 

ocholome, 
Unwarely flapn.tofoze as Jhaue told. 
Next in oꝛdꝛe tame Yrſpynoe, 
To John Bothas bpyreat aduerſite, 
All with teares bede wed her viſage, 
And gan complein 8 conftrepntof het rags 
Tyys mighty quene this ſayd Jeſynoe, 
Had ſounes tweyn full famous et renom 
The tone Liſpmachugereelling of beautt, 
that other Philip as made is mencion. 
Ind al her iope and dilectacton. | 
In wordlpbitfe, there is no moze toſeyth 
was wholy ſet vpontheſe chav;en turns, 
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Fo2 bythocrdfwrrof they; k 
Men — — 


XWooke; Fol. Cxix. 


ly weomen the ſloꝛp doth expꝛeſle, 
Ind then mother thys quene Arſpnoe, 
Stode in great hope that they ſhould be 
Mighty kinges by tuſt ſucceſſion, 


In Wacedoyn the mighty region. 


Only bythe tytle of theyꝛ fathers right, 

ut ich to her heart gaue ful great gladnes, 

Fo; (he dempt that none other wight. 
Id haue none inttreſſe. 

But foꝛtune the bl nd falſe Goddeſle 

poſed ſo foz theſe childꝛen tweyn, 

that none of thẽ their purpoſe ſhould attein 


a whi their fader Liſpmachus was ſl ain 
the ſayd quene called Itſpnoe, 

to laue her lite coud none other gayn, 

But with her ſonnes fearetullp to ſtee, 
Caſſandꝛia a miaqhty ſtrong Citie, 
pfoꝛ dꝛede of one Jutigo 
which them putſ ue d, the ſloꝛp telleth thus. 


But the bꝛother of quene Itſpnoe, 

Called Cet aunus teſcued her partie, 
Igayne Intigonus,ye map the ſtoꝛy ſet. 
Pet in his heart he had great enuxe, 

Alde that they wer nere of one all pe, 

that her two ſonnes ſhould kinges be, 
Of Mace doyn. and retgn in that cuntte. 


fa he was ſet onelyof touetiſe, 
kobe crowned in Macedoyn k 
and ot falſe treaſon the ſtoꝛy 
them to deceiue.th(s was his werkyng, 

In to the quene ful humbly beſeching, 
Fe made pꝛomiſe vnder gre 
Ju Mace doyn ſhe ſhould crouned be, 


And her childꝛen ſo kapꝛe of they; biſage, 
Should be kept vndet gouernaunce, 
duto tune that they come to age. 

Indfoz toput her in moze aſſucaunce, 

ſwoze god yeue him ſozy chaũce, 
de purpoſed foꝛ al his falſe werkynges, 
Tocroune her quene and make her ſonnes 


s there vnto 8 


voublenes, 


Coſuccede 


oth deupſe, | 


Toke al the godde 


Indſwoze ageyn with a pleyn 
ene of kraude and 


e was to haue her tu mariage, 


Crowne her quene to her great aduaũtage, 
thus he was ſwozn altho he was her bzother 
pet in heart, God wote he thought another. 


Under colour of this aſſuraunce, 

She lete him entre Caſſafider the Citte, 
Cane agayn him to doe him moze pleſance, 
with al her Loꝛdes uf hye and lowe degree, 
Made the ſtretes hanged koꝛ to be, 

Weth clothes of golde and in ſolemne wiſe, 
to all cheyz Goddes did ſaccifiſe, 


And thus he was recctuedſolemnely, 
The day was halowed and holde feſtiual, 
the queue foz ioye 02depned richely, 

Her two ſonnes that wer ſo fayꝛe in all. 
to be crouned wilh erownes ful ropal. 
Goe afoze her in the maiſter ſtrete, 
Glozxtoulpthey: vncle fozto mete. 


With felonous hert bnder a frendlyface, 
This Ceraunus roote of all treaſon, 

Gan his coſyns bentgnely emb:ace, 

Him purpoſyng by falſe colluſion, 

To pꝛocede to they? deſiruceion, 

Ind finally fyꝛſt he dyd hys peyn, 

the quene to cxile # ſlea her childꝛen tweyn. 


But oꝛ thys treaſon was bꝛouqht to a puet, 
whan the que ne appertetued his falſent ſſe, 
and ſaw her ſõnes bzought to ſuch miſchief 
She contured hym in her moztall ofſtreTe, 
to haue ptette of natural gentleneſſe, 

' Fpare hes coſins afoze him where the y ſtode, 
Ok topall mercy ſo nete bozne of his blode, 


And with a crye paſſing lamentable, 

She fil afozc him ſwountag vnto ground 
Lyke as ſhe had be verely cuipable, 

ſeing her ſonnes bleding W many wound, 
But al fo2 nought ther was no metep foo 
Fo2 with their dlud ( this ſtoꝛy is not teined) 
Her garment was dol: fully diſte yned. 


Her face fayze was ſoyledwith owure, 
Her golden heere was al to toꝛne and tent. 
And ſike a thꝛall this woe ful creature. 
with moꝛtal weping had her ſyght blent, 
And atter that find how ſhe was ſent. 


to buryhet childzen,foz there was no ſpace, 
. u. Into 


Into an Je called Samothzate, 


Is any ſtoʒy wheche maketh mencion, 
That a pꝛinceſſe of ſo hye degree, 

Fond ſo great cauſe oflamentacion, 
She being daughter to great Ptholome, 


Her chuldꝛen ſlapn by vengeable crueltee, 
And to behold the death moſt dolozous, 
Of her hul bond called Liſymachus? 


She after banyſhed in exile made her end, 


The fourth 


No al the regions vnder their obeyſaunce, 
Princes princeſſes W al theic attendaunce, 
May agetn Foztune peue them no liberte, 
Who not knoweth her vnſure giery chailce 
thinke on Liſymachus and Axl pnoe. 


Her chudzen and ſhe ſlayne by violence, 
Of Ceraunus,god yeue hym ſoꝛy chaunce, 
That by falſe colour did her reuerence, 
And pzetended a maner obſeruaunce, 

the treaſon cloſe of venemous puruepaie: 


with ſoꝛowkul compleynt her like thus dꝛaw Purpoled afoze to outray them al thze, 
til into fate her ſpute did wend, (along the childꝛen ſlain which knew no cheuiſance 
It ts no dꝛede her peynes wer ful ſtrong. The mother expled called Arſpnoe, 
And ik J ſhould rehearſe al the wꝛong 
that ſhe lu red it would grieue ſoꝛe. Noble Pꝛinces beware of hye pzudenee, 
therkoꝛe ol her now J wzyte no moze, Among your ſelle that there be no diſtance, 
Hpde no rancour ofhateful violence, 
¶ Lenuope. Under a curtapn of double daltaunce, 
8 Lyke pour hert ſhew out pour coũtenaũte, 
this tragedy ſheweth an apparence, Voyde of diſſtmuling and duplicite, 
4 Anda lckenes offaythful aſuraunce, wyſelp weigh this Chapter in balaunce, 
Excite men to peue falſe credence, Of Liſymachus and quene Irſpnoe, 
Unto Foztunes falſe vartaunte, 
which caſt her baytes # angles of pleaſaiice, CHow Ceraunus of Macedoyn king that 
An hooke hid vnder of vengeable cruelte, murdzed hys coſyns was ſlayn in bat: 
as this Chapter put in temembꝛaunce, tayle by them of Fcaunce, 
Of Liſpmachus and of Arſpnoe. Che 
xx(.Chapter, 
— — WR Ive noble poete John Bochas inhi 
p , pconſtance, ( e n Bochas 
— ſce = from — m ence, — - | 
nd from their putſſance, furth yneth of 
bnwarely bꝛought by foztune to miſchance pietie, r x wum 
Aud ouerwhelmed from their tranquilites with quaking hand whan he his pen toke, 
Se here a mirrour ful notable in ſubſtice, And gan to vxpte the woekul deſteny, 
Of Lilimachus aud quene Jrſpnoe, - As ye haue heard of quene Arſpnoe. 
| : And how Ceraunus the ſtoꝛy maketh mind 
— — anker of great excellence, was to her falſe traytoz and vnkind. 
poue to Seleuchus foz marctal ſuffiſance, 
whan Apollo by heauenly influence, Ok whole treaſon is made a great pꝛoceſtt, 
Liſt with his moder make his all ante: and hom he after was ſ layne in batt ale. 
ſend him theſe reliques ofſinguler acquatn puniſhed by vegeance foz his gret falſenes 
to ſet his manhod in moze ſurete. (tance Like as hys ſtozy maketh reheatſayle. 
But tn al ſuch quauering ce, Whichtoremembze J caſt me not to fajle, 
Thinke on Liſymachus and on Arſynoe, Folowing mine auto: ⁊ pzocede in wyting 
how Ceraunus was ſlayn wha he was kung 
The vncouth treaſozs.þ goldnoz þ diſpfce 
of them that haue this wozld tn gouernice: Foz while that he by his falſe werkyng, ; 
{ 


Noz al Þ ſubiectes bp reckoned in ſentence J 


n Mace d 
n Pacedopn ha —— 


Chꝛe hundꝛed thouſãd acrofitedby wetting 
went out of Fraunce to conquere Jtaile, 
Ther hoſt departed in many ſtrong batafle 
e by conqueſt though their hie renoun, 
ul many pzoutnce and many a regton, 


Ind as they rode th? many great toũ⸗ 
this people of Saule in tele armed clene, 
They founded caſtels # many ſtrong Cite 
towarde Rome they bilded Milan + Sene 
up6 p Apes therr armour ſhone ful ſhene, 
and ſome of them vp to Rome went, 

By very kozce and the Citte bzent, 


Some parted bp to the Grekiſhe fee, 

dada cuſtome to cheſe thett dwelling place 
By augurte as berdes did fle, 

folowing theer flight they gan after trace, 
Holding their way within a lite ſpace, 

with mighty hand the boke doth ſpecifte, 
They came to a colitrep called Pannonte, 


This folke of Gaule which is called Fratice 
toconquere londes put them ſelf in pꝛees. 
s moſt eres — 1 * 
folowtng er their nightly kes. 
Fn thecr tiding ok wozthy Hercules, 

which was wozſhipedin their actes martial 
Like ag a God, and called tmmoztal, 


Though grace of foztune inthetrchwmal: 
tẽqueted colitrtes alway fozth riding, (ries 
Them ſelf departing in djuers companies 
do thẽ warde they conſumed dy bꝛẽ ning 
tame to Macedotne where Ceraunus was 
ofpeſfipets wening it ſhould auatle (king 
out of oꝛde naunc e he met them tn batatle, 


This Ceraunus ot outrage and of pride, 
him able to mete with thẽ of Frafice, 
dat koꝛhe was though murdꝛe an homteide 
be lacked grace and power in ſubſtaunce. 
pet ebeydt Gaule by prudent gouernaunte 
oft red vnto him. though he was techeles, 
With Macedonoys foz to treate of pees. 


But of pꝛeſumpcion and melancoly, 
ageyn hys enmies he the kield hath take, 
Ind diſconfited anone was his partye, 
his men gan fle and haue their lozd fozfake 


* 


tre Map be deuiſed in no boke that 


Booke: 


Fol. Crx. 


Hys head ſmit of, and ſet bpon a ſtake. 
But al hys miſchtet᷑ was to lite in dede 
To recompence his fradde + hys kal ſehede 


There is no paine ageine ſo great offence 
en rede, 
Equmalent mur dꝛe to tecompenck, 

dul y to puniſhe ſo outragtous a dede, 

of htm that made pong chuldꝛen blede, 
As dyd Ceraunus which of falſe couetiſe, 


Dys coſin ſlough as pe haue heard deuiſe. 


To thinke on murdꝛe if is to foule a thing 
Co god and man hateful.and terrible, 

the inkernal kraud p deueliſhe compalſſing, 
To eche creature of nature is odible, 
which to redꝛeſſe is an (impoſſible, 

O curſed Ceraunus, J leve thy ſtoꝛy here, 
Thy name no moze (hal blot my papere. 


CYow the pꝛinte Belarus was diſconfited 
and b2ought vnto nought, 


¶ The.xrit,Chapter. 


Fter this tyꝛaunt as ye haut 

i heard the cas, 

Slane in battatle 

this traytoute odus, 

Anon in 02dze came to John Bochas, 
2 adden pzince called Belgius, 
De adlypale with face furms, | 
v-hich complatned among thys woful pres, 
Pys diſedfiture done by Duke Sollhenes 


This ſode in miſchief greued his heart ſoze 
fo al the folke that were in hys battafle, | 
were put to flight Bochas wiite no moze, 
of hys knighthode noz ofys apparayle, 
Sante only thys he maketh rehecſaple, 
Of the french holt he telleth in terte yne, 
Howe he was choſen foz a chyek capteyne. 


And howe he came into the rich land., 
of Mace doine with his people of Fraunce, 
Til SoſthenesÞ Duke with mighty hand 
Diſconfited htm, bzought him to mtfchauce 
of whom J find none other remembzauee, 
ſaue whã he wend to haue bf moſt gloztous 
he was outrated by foꝛce of Bʒennus. 

F. ill. (Howe 


C Howe Duke Bꝛennus deltting to robbe 
and ſte ale, miſcheuouſly ended, 


Che. xxut. Chavter. 
Avis Brenmusful knightly 


tn werking, 

Which byconqueſt gate 

many great Cite, 

And as J rede þ ſince he was made king, 
deſpoiled regions and many great cunterte 
Robbed people of hte and lowe degre, 
Spared no goddes,dut by violence, 

toke their trealours dyd them no teuer tte 


There was atemple great and metuelous 
bilt on a roche and on an hil of tone, 
Sacred to Apollo called Delphicaus, 

2 al Grece ſo Great a god was none. 

nd oft ſith the people would gone, 

Up to a Theatre which that ſtode without. 
to haue anſwere of that they ſtode in doubt 


Thetr trult, their hope, was to p; god applied 
hautng to him ſinguler affection, 

As though he might haue hol pe & magni: 
and done to them great conſolacton. (ed 
Foz by a ſpꝛite of falſe decepcion, 

he gaue anſwere of ſundzy queſtions, _ 
To folke that came from diuers regions. 


King Bꝛennus had na fantaſie, 
in their temples alter their Na guife, 
Nother to wozlhip noz to m , 
their Grekiſhe goddes to doe the ſacrifile, 
Fo; in his heart be to delpiſe, 

a top with al his falſe robbours, 
The to deſpodle and rob of thetr treaſours. 


Behtght his men # ſaid in plain language 
that hys deſire and his entencion. 

Mas to be boting with them of ſuch pillage 
as goddes had in the(rpoſſeſſion, 

and parte with them foz ſinguler guerdon, 
Foz their labour and their great trauades 
That they had had with htm in his batacles 


ea maner yardin 
rave chem rut in great mule, 


Hauing diſptte of thinnocent ſimplenes, 


The fourth 


Ok his ẽ mies becauſe they were but rude, 
Imeane tho kolhe Hoꝛtip to conclude, 
which had in ke ping the Juels pzecioug 
Ok great Apollo called Delphicus, 


The people alſo which was with Brennug 
had al the day dzunke mighty wines 
To fil their paũches they were ſo deſirous, 
that they fozgare their marcial docrrines, 
Taſcẽde Þ moũtein feble wer their cheines 
their heades tolter # theer bzayne gi fade, 
The temple aloft to [pode oz to allaule, 


In their aſeẽding by waies that they chers 
bpon the roch they were beate doug, 
p3teltes ofthe temple put the ſelf in mes 
one bare a ſtanderd another a gret penoun 
Clad in checiples foz hie de uocion. 

And with their other vntouth apparailes, 
Both on þ roch and lowe in their batapies. 


Che people of Bꝛennus was incomparable 
Spzed al the field the ſtoꝛp beareth witnes 
But it is ſad ofolde, and is no fable, 
That no defence may be in dunkennes, 
And wildome fades where is great exces, 
And in a field plainly to conclude, 
Uictoʒp alway ſtandech not in multitude, 


Fo; they were ſet as Bochas doth deuiſe 
alloy renin flares, 
t ſtuſte their ſomers — pillage 


raui bzought 
— — — A Se 
Where couetiſe is lady and matſſtreCfe, 


Two mighty Dukes were with Bzennus, 
which that were chief of his counſaile. 
Euridanus that one, other Che ſſalonus, 
which as tyep thought to their great auade 
— re — 
to robbe the Temple, pe 


Soren 
| wer of many a 
ep rg her liter batceatatie (knight 
of high noble (Ce ful 3 p light 
no 


wher Tizalus reigneth a li hath 
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Booke. 
is to meane hunger and touetouſneſſe, 


Fol. Cxxi. 
CLenuoye, 


tucneth al nobleſſe into cowardnelle. 


Fo; by the com alle of theſe Dukes tweine, 


Bꝛennus ſet al his optnton, 

toſpoile and robbe dyd hys buſy petne, 

Co pille rhe Cities of al that region. 

But in thys while as made is mencion, 
dtheir battatles Bochas doth me lere 
god Apollo and Pallas did appete. 


Ipollo firit ſhewed his preſence, 

ſreſhe, pong and luſty,as any ſunne ſhene, 
Armed al in gold, and with great violence, 
Entred the kield as it was wel ſene. 

Ind Diana came with her arowes kene, 
Ind Mynerua in a bzight habertoun, 
hich in their coming made a terrible ſoun 


Che noxſe was herd or ther bꝛight armure 
which made their enmtes foz fere almoſt to 
that they might afoze thẽ not dure. (raue 
Fed the field foz dzede them ſelf to ſaue, 

Ind there was heard an hideus carthquaue 
Ind from heauen in this moꝛt al battaile, 
ot cold confirecntng great ſtones gi _ 
Their aduerfarſes bete doune and grouded 
and aloꝛe them durſt not abide, | 
Ind Bzennus ſo moꝛtally was wounded 

both bꝛeaſt # head A hurt thzough other lid? 
Loe here the ende of couetiſe and p2ide, 
F0; Bzennus foz conſtreint of his ſmerre, 


Roue with a dagger him ſelf to the derte. 


and his Dukes ſleine both twee, 

Called Euridanus and Theſſalonus, 

Che Grek>h Gods gan at them ſo duſdein 
eflarrflege ſe here the greuous peine, 
Who to gods liſt doe no obſeruaunce, 


Shal vnwarely be puniſhed with vegeaiice 


Fs not hoffome with Sto plave, 
their puiſſaũce pꝛeſũteouſ ly to attame 
where as they by vengeaũtce liſt warte 
who liſt aſſay hal find it no game. 


Fo Apollo Diana and Menerue, 
foꝛ hys cutrage vmwarely made him ſletue 


This was his end bengeable 4 meruetlous 


Fo his pzeſumpeton sfond$ ſame 
— — 13 | —— dwelling in that place. 


1 * trage dy detlareth who liſt here 

of Duke Bꝛennus many great batace; 
Dys extot conqueſt, and wholy the manere 
How by fozce rode though al Ttatle, 
Aktet howe he the Romains did aſaile, 
Yys kal in Grete bp vengeable violence, 
foz he to goddes would doe no reue tente. 


Toke al treaſours 4 Juels molt entere,; 
out of their temples.and richeſt apparaile, 
Gold and perle, and al that ſtuffe Jfere, 
to hys encreale which that might auatle, 
The rich he robbed, oppꝛeſſed the pozayle, 
Ok very pompe and fraward inſolence, 
and liſt togoddes do no reverence, 


Thys mighty tyꝛaunt moſt ſurquedous of 
with kouetouſe bꝛẽt in his cntratie (chere 
Whoſe gredy fret there miqht nd meſure 
til þ fortune at miſrhftef did him facle (ere 
Ye lacked might her variat vwhele co naile 
agem whoſe kal their was no reſiſtence, 
Fo: he togoddes liſt do no reuereace, 


Noble pznces conteme and doe lere. 
the fal of Bzennus foz mfſgouernayle, ! - 
And Pꝛudentiy peyſing thys matete, 
Uertue is trfger than other plate 02 mage 
afoze cõſidꝛed what Salomon doth colifail 


' Chief pzeſeruatefe of your magnefrence, 


Is ftrit to god to doe due teuerenee. 


CHowe pirrhus bing ot Epirus liſt not 
luue in peace, but ofpzide and pteſumpe - 
| tion in warte came vnto 
miſchaũce. 


Che. xrun. chapter. 


N Bochas boke next folowing 

on the ring, 

6 Came pong Pirthus ſonne of 
Eacides, 

Boꝛne by difcent to teigne and be king, 
and to enhetite the ond ol Epyꝛothes. 

et in hys youth a in hys tt der encreaee, 


* 


( Howe Duke Bzennus deltting to robbe 
and ſte ale, miſcheuouſly ended, 


¶ Che. xx. Chapter. 
(ON Ps Bzennusful knightly 


werking, 
which byconqueſt gate 
many great Cite, 
And as I rede ß ſince he was made king, 
deſpoiled regions and many great euntcie 
Robbed people of hie and lowe degre, 
Spared no goddes, dut by violence, 
toke their trealours dyd them no reuerece 


There was atemple great and metuelous 
bilt on a roche and on an bil of tone, 
Sacred to Ipollo called Delphicas, 
n al Grece ſo Great a god was none, 
nd oft ſith the people would gone, 
Up to a Theatre which that ſtode without, 
to haue anſwere of that they ſtode in doubt 


Thetr truſt, their hope, was to þ god applied 
hautng to him ſinguler affection, 

As though he might haue hol pe # magnf(: 
and done to them great conſolacton. (ed 
Foz by a ſpzite of falſe decepcion, 

he gaue anſwere of ſundzy queſtions, 
Co folke that came from diuers regions. 


King Bꝛennus hav na kantaſte, 

in their temples alter their a guife, 
Nother to wozlhip noz to m , 
their Grekeſhe goddes to doe the ſacrifile, 
Fo} ops 11 hom to delpiſe, 
caught a e robbours, 
The to deſpodle and rob of thetr treaſours. 


Behtght his men # ſaid in plain language 
that hys deſire and his entencion. 

Was to be boting with them of ſuch pillage 
as goddes had in the(rpoſſeſſion, 

and parte with them foz ſinguler guerdon, 
Foz their labour and their great trauades 
That thep had had with him in his batatles 


t a maner hardin 
— — enemy y 


Hauing diſptte of thinnocent ſymplenes, 


The fourth 


Of bis ẽmies becauſe they were but rude, 
Imeane thofolke (hoztly to conclude, 
which had in ke ping the Juels pzecioug 
Ok great Apollo called Delphicus, 


The people alſo which was with Brennug 
bad al the day dzunke mighty wines 
To til ther paũches they were ſo deſirous, 
that they fozgare their marcial docrrines, 
Taſcẽde Þ moũtein feble wer their cheineg 
their heades tolter # theer bzayne gi fade, 
The temple aloft to [pode oz to all alle. 


In their aſeẽ dung by wates that they chees 
bpon the roch they were beate doug, 
Pzteſtes ofthe temple put th? ſelf in dees 
one bare a ſtanderd another a gret penoun 
Clad in checiples foz hie deuocion. 

And with their other vacouth apparailes, 
Both on p roch and lowe in their batayles, 


Che people of Bzennus was incomparadie 
Spzed al the field the ſtoꝛy beareth witnes 
But it is ſad ofolde, and is no fable, 
That no defence may be in dꝛunkennes, 
And wildome fafles where is great exces, 
And in a field plainly to conclude, 
Uictoꝛʒp alway ſtandeth not in multitude, 


fo} thep were ſet ts A doth deuiſe 
not to knighthod but to falſe outrage, 
To ſpoile androbbe by gredy couetile, 

t tuffe their ſomers th outragious pillage 
Furious rauine hath bzought thẽ n a 
and farewel knighthod a marctal 
Where couetiſe is lady and maiſtreſſt. 


Two mighty Dukes were with Bzennus, 
which that were chief of his counſaile, 
Euridanus that one. other Theſſalonus, 
which as thep thought to their great auade 
th gl wy wr — — 
to cobbe the Temple, pie 
inhich cnracd akterts ther confuſion, 


Thas Yuarice weth ſlomack bultatichable, 
hath e many 3 worth 
And touetife her fiſter vatreatable (knight 

of high noble ſſe ful oft queint þ light 
wher @hzalusreggneth a 166 bb 
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Booke: 


Chis to meane hunger and cotefouſneſſe, 
tucneth al nobleſſe into covardneſle, 


Fo: by the cotiſafle of theſe Dukes tweine, 
Bꝛennus ſet al his opinion, 

to ſpoile and robbe dyd hys buſy peine, 

Co pille the Cities of al that region, 

But in thys while as made is mention. 
their battailes Bochas doth me lere 
god Apollo and Pallas did apperc. 


Ipollo fir che wed his preſence, 
lreſhe, pong: and luſty,as any ſunne ſhene, 
Armed al in gold, and with great violence, 
Eutred the field as it was wel ſene. 

Ind Diana came with her arowes kene, 
Ind Mynerua in a bzight habictoun, 
which in their tomung made a terrible ſoun 


Che noxſe was herd of ther bꝛight armure 
which made their enmees foz fere almoſt to 
that they might afoze thẽ not t dure. (raue 
Fledthe field foz dzede them ſelf to ſaue, 

Ind there was heard an hideus earthquaut 
Ind from heauen in this moꝛt al battaile, 
oe told conſtretning great ſtones 1 — 


Their aduerfarſes bete doune and groũded 
and afoze them durſt not abide, 
Ind Bzennus ſo moztally was wounded 
doth bzealt # head. hurt thzough other lids 
Loe here the ende of touetiſe and pꝛide. 
F0 Bzennus fo: conſtreint of his ſmerre, 
Roue with a dagger him ſelf to the herte, 


This was dis end bengeable 4 meruecous 
and his Dukes ſleine both tweine, *- 
— —j—ẽ— 
e larrilege ſe here the greuous peine, 
Who to gods liſt doe no obſeruaunce, 


Shal vnwarely be puncſhed with bege aũce 


is not hoffome with Sto plape, 
tdeit puiſſaũte pꝛeſũteouſ ly to attame 
where as they by bengeaũte liſt wartey 
who liſt aſſay Chal find it o game. 

For his pzeſumpeton Bꝛennũs fond 8 ſame 
F0: Apollo Diana and Menerue, 

for hys autrags vnwarety made him ſlerue 


Fol. Cxxi. 
C Lennope. 


Ts tragedy declareth who liſt here 
of Duke Bꝛennus many great batarſle; 
Dys extoit conqueft,and wholy the manere - 
How by fozce rode th:ough al Itatle. 
Aktet howe he the Romains did aſaile, 
Dys kal in Grete by vengeable violence, 
foz he to goddes would doe no reverence, 


Toke alÞ treaſours 4 Juels moſt entere, 
out of their temples, and richeſt apparaile, 
Gold and perle, and al that ſtuke Jfere, 

to hys encreale which that might auatle, 
The rich he robbed, oppꝛeſſed the pozaple, 
Ok very pompe and fraward inſolence, 
and liſt to goddes do no reverence, 


Thys mighty tyꝛaunt moſt ſurquedous of 
with touetouſe bꝛẽt in his entraue chere 
Whoſe gredy fret there miqht no meſure 
til ß fortune at miſchief did him facle (ſere 
He lacked might her variat whele to naile 
agem whoſe kal their was no reſiſtence, 
Fo: he to goddes liſt do no reverence, 


Noble pznees conteme and doe lere. 

the kal of Bzennus foz mfſgouernaple, 2 - 

dener eee. 
ertue ger than 02 

afoze coſtdzed what Salomon doth colifail 


' Cheefpzeſeruatife of your magnefrence, 


Is ftr{t to god to doe due ceuerente. 


CBowe Pirrhus king ot Epirus lift not 
luue iti peace, but o pꝛide and pꝛeſump⸗ 
N tion in warte came vnto 


miſ chance, 
Che. xxuii. Chapter. 


N Bochas boke next folowing 
on the ring, | — 
ne 


̃ Came pong P(rthus fon 

Eatides, 

Boꝛne by difcent to teigne and be king, 

and to enheritethe londof Eppꝛothes. 

Fet in hys youth # in hys tfderencreace, 
frowatdpeople dwelling in that place. 

** 

[4 


: 


But to pꝛeſerue hymn as made is mencion 
He was committed and take in keping, 
Certeme peres foꝛ vis ſauacion. | 
to one Glaueus of Illirte king. 

whole wife was coſin by tecoꝛd ol waiting 
to the ſaid famous Eacides, 

As (he in ſtozy called Beronices. 


He nye of blood ta this noble quene, 

both tweine bozne of one linage 

Wonder gratious to al that did him ſene 
and wel fauouredof fetures and viſage. 
And in the while of hys tender age, 

One Callander of Macedone king, 
Cipaſſedhis death by wbtel falſe werking 


And his purpoſe fo: to bʒing aboute, 

he ſent foꝛ him by kalſe colluſion, 

Nut ting Glaucus plainly out of doubte. 
But if it came like hys entencion, 

He would wozke to his diſtruetton. 
Gather people both nye and karre, 

And on Glaucus ginne a mot all warre. 


But king Glaurus toke thereof none hede, 
hauing to Ptrrhus ſo great affeccion, 

Ok htm recttued verely in dede, ; 

To he his ſonne by adopcion, 

Purpoſing of whole entencton, 

Eo make Pirrhus plemly it he may, 
tobe his hetre and reigne after his day, 


Pirrhus alway wing byencreace,: 
ful amiable both of chere and face, 

And in this vohele the people of Epirothes 
Knowtng that he ſtode in Glaucus grace, 
chauged their hearts,caſt the in Wozt ſpace, 
Foz to reſtoze al of one cozage, 

the laid Pirrhus to his heritage, 


Thus by aſſent he was crowned king, 
yong,freſhe;md iufty,x ſemely therwithal, 
Wonder wel the wed in his vpgrowing; 
Like his linage of cozage wer royal. 

The whtch was cauſe in eſpeciall, 

He was beloued of frendesal aboute. 
And ok his enmies greatiy had in doute. 


The name of hum gan to ſpzede karre, 
Thzough al Grete about mech countrtey. 


The fourth 


The lond of Tarẽt gan in his time warre, 
Ageme the Romarnes as ye may ſe 
Requiring Pirrhus that he would be 
Fanourable.and helping ot entent, 

Co the party ot the m ot Tateut. 


To thett requeſt he can condiſcend, 
and ot purpoſe caſt him not tofajle 
At that Foxtune would han grace ſend, 
with mighty hand and warceal appacaile; 
Fo to be loꝛd and conquere al Itaple 

As did hys vncle whil om doudtles, 
King Alcxaundet caued ot Epicothes, 


Firſt he began hys conqueſt in Itatle, 
toward Beraciee a mightygreat Citie, 
herewith Leuenus he had a great ata. 
Conſul ot Nome andlowdof that countrep, 
and tothe encreace of hys kelicite, 

As is remembzeben hys to2y, 

Upon Komaines he gate that victozpe. 


The Olifantes with Caſtels on their back, 
cauſed ptcrhus the yong manly knight, 
With bis wil de, whetin theit was no lack 
ta put his enmtes that day tu the flight. 
And in thys while it hapned foꝛthriqht, 
The Scicilians Bochas beareth recozd, 
Among them ſelf were at dilcoꝛde. 


{There was atwene them great deucſion, 
Ech to tother contrary in werking. 
But to refourme their falſe diſcencion -» 
they pzatedPirchus to come © be their bing 
To whoſe requeſt he fully aſenting, | 
bythem made ſtrong liſt not ta dtffecre, - 

Agcin the Komains to beginne & wart. 


Beſte a Caſiie called Aculus. 
within Pole hys baners he gan ſplape, 
| 


The ſame day not happy no Eurous 
Contcacious foztune hyspower gi affray, 
wounded to p death gangretly hun diſmay 
By which ot taſiõ this zdirrhus anon right 
Lept on hys couiſex #toke hun nto flight 
A ſonne he had called Helenus, 
lone of the daughter of king 
who he oꝛdained mine auctour telleth thus 
Foz to be crowned to hys great , 


Booke. 


Of Sticſlteus to reygne there in pees. 
Wening therby to haue had aduauntage, 
and in this whyle came to him a meſſage 


Oute of Tarent which ſtode in auenture. 
Fo: his abſence out of that region, 

It he not came they myght not endure 
Age yn the power of them of Rome town, 
which of aſſent wer deſcended down, 
Ageyns them,thep ſtonding in diſpayze, 
Saue in abiding vpon his repayze., 


py:rhas this while ſtode tn ful hard poynt, 
wert abaſhed and dull in his courage, 
Itwene tweyn hangyng in diſtopnt. 
werteyed ol Romapns. hated in Chartage 
Had a battayle to his finall dammage, 
within a field called Tarentinus, 

there put to ſt pght by one Fabzictus, 


Deſtitute by foꝛtune and appeyzed. 
Uoyde of ſuccour,barayn of richelle, 
Lyke a man of hope diſpeyzed, 

Toward Epyꝛe in haſt he gan him dzeſre, 
where he was fy:ſt,his ſtoꝛy doth expꝛeſſe. 
3s F haue heard rehearſed by vuyting. 
By lucceſſton whilome lozde and kyng, 


— — he came to 2 — his citie, 
gan of newe agayn Antigonus. 

Kyng of Pacedopn. a ful ſtrong cuntrey, 
Him to wertey he was ſo deſpꝛous. 

And by conqueſt the ſtozy tefleth thus, 
within a whyle there was no great letting, 
By helpe of Foztune he was crouned kyng. 


Rot ſeuen monethes reygning in quiete, 
—— al his might, 
eee 
he toke on hym to gynne anews kight 
Getn Lacedemo pus and kelly them werrey 
Only becauſe they would him not obey, 


Whoſe pzeſumpcton whan that theybeheld 
Both of pꝛudente and of policee, | 
Weomen wer armed to make a large field, 
Nutth multttude to oppꝛeſſe his partie. 

fot common pꝛotit put them in Jeopardye, 
Indfinally ſuch was they; oꝛdynaunte. 


Fol.Crrit, 


that ſayd irchus was bzought to miſcha· 
cunce. 

His ſonne there ſlayne called Ptholome, 

And manp other loſt there they: liues. 

And fo2 al that of pꝛide and crueltee, 

gan a warre agein the Jrgyues. 

Ind at the end ok al his moztal ſtryues, 

Fo: concluſion this was his laſt fall, 

Slayn with a fone as he tame to theit wal 


His head ſ met of in theſame place, 

And therof made an oblacion, 

To Antigonus foz a great ſolace, 

Thus liſt Foztune quite his pꝛeſumpcion 
Akte t his wertes with many n. 

Loe here the ende of folk:s rechles, 

that folowed werte and liſt not liue in pees. 


¶ Howe the tpꝛaunt Ariſtottmus by treche⸗ 
tous werking,ſet aſyde the right line, 
was crowned — of Epirothes. 
and after fl ayne. 


¶ te. xv. Chapter. 


Imi cebearſe nfullplepne 
Artſtotimus atyzant thys the caas, 
Caſt and compaſſed by ful great outrage, 
uing no tytle ot right noꝛ heritage, 
fEpirothes vp tr us werking, 
Uopdeng the line there to be erouncd king, 


Liutng two childzen, the ſloꝛp telleth thus, 
Bozne by diſcent to reygne in that citie, 

the eldeſt ok them called was Py2rhus, 
Indthe ſccondnamed me. 

And both twein by the crueltte, 

Of Irtltottmus wer falſiy ſet aſypde, . 
He made king(this tyzant/though his pꝛide 


Ind whde that he thus gan occupye, 

Lyke a tyꝛant cruel and vengeable, 

Ok falſe rancour and melancoly, 

Slough al the citeʒens þ wer moſt notable, 

And expled thys ſtoꝛp is nofable, 

Onlp ot malice within his heart cloſe, 

Au chat wer contrary vnto hys purpoſe. 
| Unto 


The fourth 


Of Irſynoe pleaſant of looke and chere, 

whichof her poꝛt and ene of of her manere, 
was in het dayes iyke as it is found, 
foz craft + beautie called Uenus Þ ſecound. 


Unto the weomen by fraudolent ſentence 
He made oꝛdeyn after that auon. 

Ok kepned pietie gaue to them lyſence, 

To their krendes fcely foz to gone, 

with their riche les but they wer euetichone 
By bis bidding and by his falſe treaſon. 
take by the way and fettred in pueſon. 


Oꝛ they wer ware was ſet on them a teſt, 
And after that of vengeable crueltte, 

The chtldzen ſlayn ſoukeng at their beſt, 
Mapdens oppzeſſedof their nitie. 
But in this while in Epyze the Citie. 
There was a knight paſſing of great age, 
which caſt of purpole to auenge his outcage 


Theſame knight mine autour telleth thus, 
In the ſtozy plainly as J rede? 

was Mm Gzeke tong called Helematus 
Right wiſe and manly both in weckt # dede 
Ind thinges tweyn put him out of dzede, 
To execute his purpoſe in certeyn, 
Maugre al tho that would be him ageyn, 


Fo: common pꝛofit he dꝛad not to be dede. 
A cauſe was thys, foʒ he was fall in age, 
And another that put him out ofdzede, 

Foz he no ch(dzen had of his linage. 

His quarel rightful gaue him auauntage, 
And herupon d bim of newe. 
Suche as he þ manly wer and true. 


This purpoſe holde with ſyꝛrumſpect auiſe 
And theron made full prudent ozdinaunce, 
This Helematus olde, hardy # right wile, 

Akoꝛe pꝛouyded by knightly puruepaunce, - 
the ſayd tyꝛaunt vnto miſchaunce 


By helpe of them that wer to hym aſſented, 
vnwarelp ſl ain. whole deth was not repẽted 


¶ Bowe quene Yrſpnoe of Cyzenes foz the 
aduouttie done with Demetrius huſs 
bonde of her daughter Beronites, 
ended in lozowe. 


C Che. xxvi.chaptet. 
err de Bochas gan applye 


to turne his pene,lke as pe ſhal heare, 
to wayte and tell the frowardlechery, 


Foz her fayzenes pouen in martage, 

To noble Agas of Cirenes king. 

Atwene them whyle they wer yong of age, 
They had a daughter by reco2dof wzpting, 
Called Beronices,the king at his ending, 
In his teſtament bad thyat ſhe ſhould be 
Wedded to the ſonne of king Ptholome, 


And this was done of intencion. 

to ceaſe the warres that had endured long 

Itwene Egipt,as made is mencion, 

— = Cpꝛenes — — ſtrong. 
ythys mariage that he might vnderfong 

In hys dying to ſet a final peace, 

twene theſe two reames foz their both incre: 


(aſe, 
After whoſe death thus the matter ſtode, 
Nuene Art ynot molt ſubtile in werkyng, 
Age yn thys matter ſo cruel was and wods, 
Maried her daughter without moꝛe letting 
Called Beronices,agayns the bydding 
of her kather that called was Agas, 
Is heretofoze rehearſed is the caas. 


She maried her to one Demetrius, 
That bzother was oy Bochas rehearſ 
Unto the mightygreat Intigonus, 
Being in Srete of Macedopn kyng. 
But infoztunate was after this 

As in this ſioꝛy ſuyng pe (hall ſee, 

By the kalſe werkyng of quene Atſpnoe. 


And to conclude ſhoꝛtly this mattere, 
whan thys quene thys double Arſpnoe, 
Sawe of Demetrius Þ viſage #4 the chert: 
His loke. his colour, his language ⁊ beaute, 
His manly pozt.and his liberalite, (ſance 
ſhe was enamoured of her fleſhl y falſe ple 
Lyke her deſtre to haue hys acquaintance, 


Ok her nature ſhe was mot lecherous, 
And ok her froward encltnaccon, 

She bꝛought about that Demetrius, 
Ifſented was by her ſuggeſtion, 

Fo; to accompliſhe like her opinion. 


Bovke: 


her del pꝛes of teſhly appetyte, 
— of actoꝛd the te folowed then delyte. 


Left hys wyte called Beronices, 

The que nes daughter and agein al right, 
In a plate ſecret out of pꝛees, 

they lap together al moſt euer night. 
takyng no hede of God noz of no woyght. 
Coll of foztune the caſe is ſo befall, 


that he was hated of hys knightes all, Voyde of al dꝛede dpdher buſp cure, 
Her white body al beſpzepnt with blode, 
deſpyte they had ol Irſyone, Gan to trye out on euery creature. 
The dede hozrible whan they did eſpye, Alas (quod ſhe)lat me alone endure 
his wife Berontces eke when ſhe didſee, Death by mp lelfe,ys be too deſptteous, 
wholy the maner of theyz cibaudz pe. to ſaue my lite and ſlea Demetrius. 
heart ſhe caught a great melancol p. | 
deynt d g in (tele armed bzight, To the earth anon ſhe fill adown, 
In theyz auoutty to take them on a night, to ſtand bpzyghe ſhe might not ſuſtene, 
Dead pale, wan, with many piteous ſoun, 
Lying abed ſlept and toke no kepe, Death of Demetrius gan iy by ment 
Ater falſe luſtes which they had vſed, Enbzaſing htm with al his woundes grene 
they fill vpon them even when they flepe, And in her armes albe that he lap dede, 
The dede open might not be excuſed, She kiſſed his moath.cold,blew,# nothing 
to al the woꝛld thus they wer accuſed, | tede. 
jvith ſwoꝛdes daawe p kntghtes thiſne n ſozow #edpletnt thus Me made an end. 
o ſlea them both wer purpoſed anon Ive no moze of this Arſpn ee, 
| But to Beronices agein I wil now wetib, 
put on Berontces eryeth John Bochas, . Foz Bochas ſacth;tn the ſſoxy ye may ſee, 
Becauſe ſhe dad ſpare , de attet was wedded to woozthy Ptholome 
Groud,rote hozrtble caas Like as tt was her intent, 
— — Nuan he dred and made his teſtament, 
— didnt | 
— fourth 
© Betonites.ſmall is thy diſcrecton, * 


{0 ſaue the quene þ hath thy treaſon kound 
int to Demetrius occaſion, 


Fol. Cxxlii. 


Ind while they wer taken thus in cloos, 
the ſapd Atſynoe made no delay, 

But fro her bed anon ſhe vp aroſe, 
without clothes naked as ſhe lay. 

Ran to their \ſwozdes in al they: gret aff tap 
went atwene them did her buſy pepne, 
to beate of ſtrokes with her armes twepne. 


To ſaue Demetrius naked as (he ſtode, 


CThe tyfth Sooke, 


1 


9 


Ek A. ad qt 4b 


| Edere Bothas wꝛyte agayn 
lineſſe,callyng to purpoſe Howe a 
manne bone in Tuſcan whiche 
ercelled in beautie and fayzeneſſe: 
(and foꝛ Hys beautie ſhoulde not 
gene other octaſpon to ſynne,)Hhe 
dyſfiguredhys viſage and bodye 
with many a great wound x ſpot. 


CTheky:lt e 


N. 5 \ — 4 maner folke he 
4) 7 Ja this wolde wheb that 


1- I, "Foy 

— a a 
tbe pn felicitte, tet op _ 
Fo: to excell in fayzenes and beautte. 


Notwithſtanding as pe well tell can, 


that delite in beautle x We: 


ſt It bath bndoneful many a woozthy man; 


Ebene taketh of Demetrius, 

vahich ameſt tn certeyn, 
which cauſed him to de contrartous, 
Toatbertue.bisfNozp ve haue ſeyne. 

But of tho folke ä 
that buſybeen to conquere and retute 
beauty by cratt which cometh not of natun 


The thyꝛd is he that grutcheth ageyn kind, 


—— — 


Indlitttle wooꝛth is fapznes< certeyn, 
In a perſone where no vertae is terne. 


Unto purpoſe he telleth of l man, 

that excelled all other in fayzenes, 

Called Spurina, a boꝛne was in Tuſcan, 
And folke had ioye and great gladnes, 
To —— 02 his ſlemelines. 
Whoſe — — weomen in dotagt, 


whan they caſt their loke on hys —_— 
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Booke. 
pues, maſdens, dwelling in that countrie 


epſcd faſt on hym tobeholde, 

By thoccaſton of his great beautte, 
Not only vong but ſome that wer old. 
with loues axte ſſe, now wer thet whore now 
thus was his beauty to many creature (cold 
Found in cect a ful perilous lure, 


ndes old caught a fantaſye, 

Jad had in maner a ſuſpeccion, 

Stiered by the ſerpent of falſe gelouſ pe, 
Coward Spurina as made is mention. 
But foz to anopde al cruell occaſion , 

Ok any people that ſuch malice thought, - 
t (hall yeare how wtſelp that he wzought, 


Co put falſe delectacion, 

Ind all occaſtons of Cupides rage, 

he of pzudence and diſcrecion, 

With many wound defated his viſage, 
Foz he dempt it was great damage, 
Chat by thencheſon of excellent beautte, 
any creature hyndzed ſhould be, 


Philoſophers and Poetes that wer wyſe. 
Gaue vnto hym a great commendacion, 
That he could ſo not ably deutſe, 
Co finde a way within his reaſon, 

Co ſet aſyde all occaſion, 

Ofſuch valeful fleſhfy fantaſye, 

That might ſtiere women to lecherpe. 


de znew afoze andſaw by cxperience, 

Chat al beautte ſhall waſt awaye and fade 
Like ſomer flours in they molt excellence, 
that grow on helles + low doun in the ſhade 
Theroſe.the lie whan theibe moſt glade, 
don the yz Nalkes they: pꝛieet᷑ is dayly ſeim. 
deen beaten downe with a ſtozmye reyn. 


And ſemblabl y in cuery creature, 

Oflowe degree. oz ol hye eſlate, 

Beautie abide not, no longer doth endure, 
than youthes ſeaſ6 w age is ful cheekmate 
Who thynketh heron J hold him foztunate 
Ind can afoze in his reaſon caſt, 

no wozldly beautie in earth may alwai laſt, 


CLenuoye. 


Ok wozldly facrenes which ts 


. Fol. Cxxiiii. 
V E woꝛldly folke that reforce in beautie 
1 See uiththe yen ck out adutttente, 
How with a ſmall ſodayn infirmitie, 


W han death and age liſ ſhewthey2 p:eſfce 


diſtein al freſhnes wich vn ware violence, 
age in whole might ther ts none other qtate 
Pꝛoceſle of peres all beautte doth d. face. 


Though Demetrius was fatre vpon to ſee 
As ye haue heard cehearſed in ſentence, 
Gem lawe and right he loued Irſinoe, 
Thoceaſion founde by her falſe inſolence, 
Beeaule reaſon made no teſiſtente, 
Not aduerting how euery houre and ſpace, 
Pꝛoce ſle of petes al beautte doth deface, 


Full hozrible was they: iniquitte, 

And tofoze god hate ful they: offence, 

Foꝛ thꝛoughj falſe luſt and ſenſualitte, 

Loſt was the bꝛidle of in ward pꝛoumdente. 
Sharpe moztal ſweoꝛd made þ recompence 
dꝛouned in teares whi ſhe didhym enbꝛace 
with bloudp woundes diſftgured al his face, 


O noble pꝛinees let this ſtoꝛy be, 
I clere mir tout to your magntficence, 
ht rin conſidꝛed the falſe — — | 
ut apparfce 
Indtranſitozy (but ſo be thatpmdence,) 
gouerne the paſſage, vicious luſt to enthaſe 
Pꝛoceſle of peres all beautie doth deface, 


CDowthe two brethten Seleuchng + In⸗ 
ttochus eche deſirous to extell other, fplf 
at diſcozde and ended in miſchteke, 


¶ The. ii. Chapter. 


emen man that can in ſtoꝛy reve 
N f moze miſchiet᷑ noꝛ of 
mo2e debate, 

{uan of debate that is atwene kinrede.,' 
twene bloud e bloud gein ktndinfo2tunats 
name ſy m perſons which been ofhye eſtate 
As it fyll once the ſtozy beareth reco2de, 
Atwene tuco bzethzen that wer at deſcozde, 


That one Seleuchus, Anttochus Þ tother 
As the Nozyhereafter (hall deuiſe, 
Eche delirous foz to excel! other, 


of, 


Tn 


nd both bletnt by wozldlpcouetiſe, 
Foz to climbe vp to hye eſtate, 
Which cauled them to be at debate, 


Both mighty kiges Bochas maketh meets 
And ok one wombe ſoothly they wer bozne, 
Under a curſed fell conſtellacion, 

Ok froward ſede may grow no good coʒne. 
And thꝛough couetile both they were loꝛne 
And deſtroyed by the moztall warte. 

that was atwene the in Aſie nye and kerre. 


It is to me very contagius, 

rede the battayles and diſcentions. 
The kalſe pzomiſes of Anttochus, 

With his deceites and conlpiracions, 
Bꝛethꝛen of byꝛth and ok condicions, 
Contratious wapes euer they dyd wende, 


krowatd their ginning froward was then 
(ende. 


(Their mother was called Laodices, 
and in Iſca Seleuchus was retgnyng, 
Euer at warre, coulde not lyue in pees, 
And in Siria Antiochus was kyng, 


and among robbours thet made thetr t ding 
faught in wzoug oz in tight, 


where euer they 
Neuer thei bode but toke them to klyght. 


Though Seleuchus was at his gynnyng 


in gloꝛp and in ſe, 
and ot If deb ing ans = 


Becauſe that he of great bnkyndneſe, 
full falſelyſlough without c@dgement, 
bis yonger t that was innocent. 


And bp the byddyng ok Laodices, 


Aale was his mother of hate full crueltte, 


ſip to murther the quene Beronices, 
Suiter tothe kyng called Ptholome, 
Reygnyng in Egtpt but it ſtode ſo that he. 
all his power fapled of his pzace, 


- | 
tcauſe that ſhe was ware and fled away. 


Pet afterward ok olde hate andenuye, 
g Seleuchus by full falſe treaſon, 
Murdꝛed Beronices by conſpiracie, 
Her ſonne alſo as made is mencion,, 


The fifth 
woꝛldl y wo2 ſhip 4 wondetiy they were And was repozted vnto his defame, 
5 4. (wiſe wherthzough he loſt his woꝛſhip # his name 


With great defame was dirkedhis nobleſſe 


The ſlaunderaroſe thzough many aregis Seleuchus fled as he was wont to 2 


And on this murther auenged foz to be. 
Foz: the hozrible great abuſton, 

the kyng of Egipt the ſayd Ptholome, 
gan make hym ſtrog + came w people doun 
But fo2 there was ſo great diſcencion, 
though all his lond,the ſlozy ſeyth certain, 
he was conltrecmedto teturne home again. 


Seleuchus than made aſtrongarmey, 

Sathꝛed ſhippes, ſtuſted them with vitapyle, 

towarde Aſie he taken hath the ſee, 

But ſuch tempeſt gan his people aſſaple, 

$S chundzing lighenlg.begeably dtretorn 
thundzing p 

to take the lond of nede he was coſtreyned, 


The people of Ifte ſearg this mcCchiek, 
Had of Seleuchus great compaſſton, 
and they; ſuccour to ſet at a pziefe, 

They ou recepued into that region, 
(Though it ſtode as made is mencton, 
that afoze tyme foz his cruell de de, | 
they had his parſon in full great hatrede. 


And fo; he konde Foztune favourable, 
Not conſpdzyng her mutabſlitie, 

De caſt of rancour fo: to be vengeable, 
and gynne a warre ageyn Ptholome, 

His men outraped he was made to flee, 
knewe no refute noz ſuccour of none othet 
But foz great miſchief ſent to his bzother, 


Imeane his bꝛother called Antiochus, 

Beheſtyng hym foz to croune hym byng, 
Ok all Aſie, his ſtoꝛ y telleth thus, 
toke truſe this voh yle by ſubt falſe werkig 
With pPtholome foz ten pere endurpng. 

and whan hes bzother came with his powere 
falſed his pzomes double of hert and chete. 


Thus ofnewtheyfpll at debate, 

Eche gan other mightilye warreyp, 

Falſe couetiſe to encreaſe they? eſtate, 
Cauſed that nother lyſt other obey. 

Met in a field there is no moze to ſepe. 
Faught hand foz had they: hoſtes both two, 
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Booke. Fol.Crrb. 


Chis a falſe warre of hatredfraternall, fil among thenes,and thetbygreat outrage 


Iqatn nature ſet them at diſcozde, - All merctles theyſloughHym anone ryght. 

Eche buſy was in eſpectall, and his bzother foz all His great might, 

3s they; ſtoꝛy remembzeth by reco2de, cailed Seleuchus which was a gret wõdet 
er their lyft tobe at one acco2de, frl fr his courſer x dane his necke aſdder. 


t whi Seleuchus was thus put to flight 


the people of Sirie gan deme anon tyght. ¶ How the noble quene Laodomia was tn 


the temple ſlapne:and how vengeaunce 


That he that day was other take oz dede, was tatze vpon hym that Nough her. 
and Gallogrecians a people of great pouſte 

of toue tiſe gan haſt them full great ſpede, ¶ Cye. ut. Chapter. 
Co enter Ilie and ſ pole al that countrie, | te? 
Co Antiochus they had eke enmitie, Ire of eſtates punces and 
Chat he was fayn foz his ſaluation, 22 | 
topay to them a ful great raunſon, W { Dyewed them to Bochas 


ir heart was 
Chmgofhem ol gol 


Takyngo 
Ind he ſi 
tough to 


g of robbyng 


LS ptcouſly pie pnyng. 


onely to pillage, to hym declaryng they: moztallheuineſfes, 
d great quantitte,  Andfyxſtof all there tame to hym wepyng, 


the outrage, the noble que ne her ſoꝛow rehearſpng, 
pillours a one of them was he, Called Laodoinia which W ful yeuy chere. 


$th;zough al Iſte thet robbed eche counttie complepned the miſchiet ofherſuſter dere, 
#0; Selcuchus they gan ſopurchaſe, 


Chat he not durſt abide in no place. 


Than Intiochus dzough to Ptholome, 

bopde of ſauecondutt oz any aſſuraunce, 

qough f atwene them was great enmite, 
e 


Called Rereis pong and tender of age, 
that wedded was of Dcicile to the king, 
Indon the day of that great mariage, 
there fyll a ſtrife and a great meupng, 
Among the commons bya maner ryfyng? 


foaſeaſon as made is remem̃bꝛaunte, that whan the quenethereofhad a ſighe, 
rf — — greuice, to Dianes temple anon ſhe toke her flight, 
n .foz in concluſion, 

Ptholome hym toke and caſt in darke pzeſo, Che people was partie ⁊ rofe agetn p kyng 
Fo; which rumour andſodetn ſtrife, | 

There conlreynedof neceſſitte, Laodomia full ferefully 

knowpng no meane to make his raunſome, Nan to the temple fo; to ſaue her life, 

Bya woman that liued in pouertie, Suppoſyng in her xmagtnatife, 


was 


that could make a 


Ota pooze 


ing without Pie re. 
— in — But there was one by wh the ſtrife began 


out of that darke pziſon. That foz the temples chaſtreuerence, 
here of Foztune a falſe condicion, Men would ſpare to do they; violence, 


And was fyꝛſt grounde of this great moci5 


Topzoude folke this may be a mirrour, Called falſe Scicilian, 


lo ſee a punte thus ſodainly bzought lowe, Uoyde 


all reuerence and de uocion, 


That ſhone in riches like an Emperour, Van to the temple fterſer than Lion, 
Which of diſdayn lyſt no man to know, Ind where the que ne tbe aulter did &zace 


Row is he caſt,now is ye ouerthzow, 


with a ſharpe ſweozd ſlough her in place, 


now hath he cauſe to pletne, wepe # mourne 
knowing no frend t; ſuccoz him to turne, This ſacriſege was puntſhedby benge et 


he was afcrde to holde his paſſage 
Vyhre wapes,0z foz to tome tuſpght, 


gods wer wꝛoth though this great offence 
And Diana by full great diſplcaſaunce, 
Made in the court a ſodein 1 


The fifth 
And lo was by vnwart btoltnee, Of.Lacedemonopselaymed agein right, 
Turned beſttali;mape woodetnthataffray. @There to reygne and take poſſeſſion, - 
And ſlough hymfeife ſuyng the twelue day. Like a tirant vſurping of great might, 
| By 1713219, : Fox tobe crouned in that tegion-. 
. CHowe Cleomenes byng of the La But fo? al his talſe pꝛeſ umprion, 
cedemontans was ſlayne with hys He was put ot and plet afarre; 


f wyke and chyldzen. 200 {Though he with them held a moztal warte. 
| ii. Chapter. And Cleomenes that was rightful 
Cow Was in the field armed euer — 


ter this bẽgeante taken on Mao. Hardy as Lion, dꝛed gym nothyng. 

Came Cleomenes of Lacedemoyn Gain his enemies he ſtode lo ata bay, 
kyng, * That fro the field he made them flee away 

And to Bochas gan ſhew his deadly wo. His dzedeful lweoꝛd ground was ſo kene, 


His hye cmpaiſes his kingdom detendyng. 
And alderlaſl ho do he in his citte, And on a dap defendyng his citie, 
Was bythe ſonne ſlapne of ptholome, He lde in the field afull trong batayle, 

A With litie people made his fone to fle, 
Ferft tn his countrey the ſtozy doth deuyſe, Keturning home ful wearyof trauaple. 
again his enmies he had a great batayle, - Thought in his heart that it ſhould auayle 
Of his people defendyng the fraunchile, To ſtint che warte hanging in no certayn, 
Of knightly pzowelle as he 5; liſt not fayle, Tyll that his people tetteſhed wer agayne, 
Fo: bis ryght to fyght in plate and male. 

His licges echeone be yng ok one aſſent, Sct ozdinaunce though all the countre, 
To liue and dye with hym tu their entente, Gain all eumies to make reſiſtence, 


| Jud into Egipt he goeth to Ptholome, 
Men and women and childꝛen pong of age udith wife a chudzen ddzawyng his preſtce 
wet ol one heart as in that mattere, There recemued with great beneuclence, 


which made th? ſtrõg a gate gret auantage Like his eltate out ot care and dzed, 
(That vndeuided they ſtode ccheone yfere, And there abode til ptholome was ded, 
Ok one courage ot one wyll * of one chere 
Gzeatly aſſured in they; opinion. But the ſonne of king Ptholome, 
Becauſe among them was no deufſion. whicd retgned after by ſucceſſion, 

Ok talſe enupe and vengeable cruelte, 
Their commd pꝛotit they did moze pzeferre Slough Cleoinenes in that region. 
@ han they dyd treaſcur,lyfe,o: good, is wife his childꝛen, voyde of compaſſton, 
Foz theyꝛ kredom ay teady to the werre, las )it was to ſtraunge a ctuell thyng. 
Not aferde to ſpende they owne blood, {Within a kingdome to murther fo akyng. 
And finally fo together they ſtode, 
þ of one thought eche gan him ready make, COfHiero kyng of Seit ill, ot Coz» 
To liue and dye foz his bzothers ſake, nelius Alina, and oł old Banniball 


| Duke of Chartage, 
— ine des edn — CThe.v.Chapte 
no on S ' Ss r. 
And he had wedded p boke — mẽcid 


The olde quene of kyng Demetrius. . Abel whoſe death thus wꝛought by 


And bad her ſonne the loꝛp telleth thus, violence, 
Called Philip foz youth in his kepyng, Js the ftozy remembzeth pꝛocedyng. 
{herby pzetendyug a title tobe kyng, 


His grear inturtes of enmyes aſſaplyng. =(That to abide him they might not ſuſtene. 


Fozth came Hieto and ſhewed his ile 


D 
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Booke. Fol. Cxxvi. 

Of Siracuſe the migbty ſtrong kyng. tet that Banniball wass 
Cofoze Bochas full ptteouſlypleynyng, | pſlain thus, i . 
Beſeching him with a full piteous che te. And put to fltght as made is 
Ok his mil chtek to wette the manere. DW mencion, e 
N | Cokoze Bochas came worthy Fantippils; ' 
Che which Duero weifull audfurtous, I famous Duke full notable of renoun, _ 
Liſt to pꝛeſume of falſe rebellton, And he was lo2ve ofthe Utong region, ' * 
Fozto debate wir Ippius Claudius. Lacedemoyn,and was come afarre, - © - 
Ind to maligne again Rome tovone, Jnto Chartage to helpe them in the warte. 


But he anon fo2 his pꝛeſumpcton, 
Conte ned was in all his moſt pzide, 
Like a toward to flie and not abide. 


By whoſe pꝛoweſſe to his encreaſe of als; 
The pꝛoude Romains wer put to flight, 
| Chattaginenſes hadof them vecrozye, 
Nomoze of htm mine autour wiiteth here, Andthere was take the wiſe manly knight 
But in his boke as he doth pzocede, Marcus Regulus, and bꝛought anon right 
There came Coznelyof Rome a conſufere, Into Chartage, aud led as pꝛiſonere, 
hymſelf complainyng of the great falſheve By Fantippus as Bochas weziteth here. 


whech vnto htm accompliſhed was in dede | 
This noble Duke foꝛ all his hye pꝛoweſſe, 


By aſſuraurice bzoke of old Hanniball, 
Which of Chartage was chief Jdmirall, Done in Chartage # ſhewed to their town, 
| | And bo all his notable kyndnes, 

Co this Comely Hanniball was c woꝛne, Thel moſt vnkindly quite him his guerdon 

With the Ackricans by a maner flattery, Fo: ſaylyng home toward his regton, 

Toſuccour hym as J haue tolde totoꝛne, In a ſhip ſtuffedof their countrey, 

with the Komains to holde vp his partie, Ol kalle enupe thei calt hym in the ſee, 

But w-han they met the boke doth ſpecifye, | 

Comely was take and fettred in pꝛiſon, To his noble ſſe and famous chtualrte, 

Itmiſchtetk dyed there gayned no raunſon wha he ol knighthode ſat hieſt in his flours, 
They ot Chartage byhatred a enuy (toꝛs 


Than Dannidall entred ok entent, maligned agein htm chief ſõne of their ſuc« 
Bithhis knightes into a great citie , taclipſed his light, but thereagein auttours 
Of Hcictll called Agrigent, | aue by wzitmng perpetually ſet his name, 
Phere Dudlius Silua ofolde enmttie, nd it regiſtred in the houle of fame, 

Lade a ſiege with a great me ynte, | 5 
Chat he conſtreyned the ſayd Haunt ball ¶ Howe Marcus Regulus of his fre 
fo very hunger to leape ouet the wall. wyll dyed ko the common weale, 
Bya poſterne he toke hym to the flight, The. bil. Chapter, 

Gathzed Chippes and toke the large ſee, C 

IndDutllins Stilua like a manly knight, Ho tan tel oz rehearſe the grounds 
faught with htm and made hym fo2 to flee, of warres, 


pen the water anone after he. 
Was of his knightes ſtoned tothe death, 
aud lo conſtretnedhe pelded vp the bzeath, 


p firſt cauſe ofſuch moꝛtal outrags 
Where it began by influence of ſtarres, 
Twene man and man oz ot wil kull rage: 
Atwene Romains and folkes of Chartage, 
Togreat hindzing conſidꝛed the manere, 


COf xantippus the Duke ofthe La Ok both parties as does doth vs lece, 
tt demontans caſt into the ſea, 
| Italiens therewith wer greuedoff, 
C The. vi. Chapter. Namely wh foꝛtune was their aduerſary 


v. ui. And 


— 


Though his pzowelle to be victoztus. 


Ind where that he in his tender age, 

Liſt do labour and till his owe londe, 
Fo; exerciſe and dertuous auauntage, 
to holde the plough and lede it with his hdd 
Juoydyng Clouth as ye ſhall vnderſtonde, 
now thzow al à ft ci W many wozthy kntght 
in tele and mailes he rideth armed bught, 


Thus noble Mark what euer he had ado, 
Be was in armes ſouctain ſingulere, 
Ind the cemple at Rome of Appollo, 

iq him was kept a croune of freſh Laurer 
Fozged of gold fret full ot᷑ ſtones clere, 
And in the temple of Jouis was reſerued, 
code of victozy which he hath deſerued, 


Cotheſe g who can conſider well. 
Ol old cuſſome the rites to mayntepne, 

Is foꝛ a thyng beyng perpetucil, 
which fadech neuer ot nature thus I mene 
pſacred is the freſh Lautrer grene, 

Foz cauſes twaine graunted to conqueroꝛs 
Ja marcial actes by cdᷣqueſt made victozs, 


Fo; the nobl eſſe of this tree diutne, 

ſhcweth by his odour in wiſe dom excellfce 

Sythe grenes which never doth decline, 

Long abiding of vertuous puidence. 

701 — —— betokeneth pzoutdence, 
e onely gouernaunte, 

Taketh his guerdon of long continuaũte. 


Their ſirẽgth only graũted thẽ not p eroun 
no a pꝛoud gin ig ſtabliſheth not then glozy 
But perſeueraunce who liſt muſe and toun 
Gꝛaunteth to them and putteth in memozy 
The triumph and palme of they; victozye, 
The croune of I auret in ſto2y it is told, 
And ot Jupiter the rich robe of gold, 


Who can deſcerne of al thefe gittes he, 
apper te yneth bnto chiualrye, 
anlypꝛoweſſe, wiſedom anon let ſee, 
Strength hardines.conqueũ poltete, 

Foz the Komains caught a fantafie, 
Fo his inerites notable andgloztous, 


Tomagnefye this Marcus Kegulus, 


Booke. 


Fol. Crxvii. 


Foz this Marcus duryng his luſty veres, 

punce of p warres gain Iffrik + Chartage 

— al theyz yong knightes pꝛiſonets, 
nt them to Rome koꝛ comon auauntage 

But Ohlalas) whan he was kal in age, 

the query goddes among they: chaunges al 

Agapn this pztnce their fauour made appal. 


Fo to withſtondÞ pꝛowe ſſe of thts knighd, 
n helpe of Aft rike as made is mencton, 
me Eantippus of vhs J lpake now right 
A mighty Duke the which was ſent doune 
fro Lacedemoin whichchzow his hie reno 
Whan the power of Matcus gan to fayle. 
Dis meynp (iayn toke hym in battadle.- 


Into Chartage ſent hym pꝛiſauer. 
and there he lay in ſtrong cheines bounde, 
Loe how Foztune chaunge tan her chere, 
Falſeſt of truſt whan ſhe is moſt tocunde. 
Fyiſt fauourable, atter froward found, 
This her maner with her double face, 
folke þ kit hielt to chaũge the frothe place. 


Fot he that whſlom had tu ſubleccion, 
almoſt alIffribe and Chartage the cetie, 
How lyeth he bounde and fettred in pile. 
ohſiom in glozy now in aduerſitte, 
Caſt in milet pe com hye pzoſperttee, 
Foꝛtunes fauours be made who loke wele 
Ok bzottilglaTe rather than of tele, 


This mily knight albe that he lay chetned, 
which had bz Rome to ſo hte encreaſe 
p thetof Ifrike Chartage wer coſtretned 
Unto the Komatns fopurſae fo2 a peace. 
And foz taetompliſh this matter doubtleg; 
Linder aſſuraunce made in Chartage toun, 
They toke Marcus anon out of pzifon, 


Bound by his othe there is nomoze toleyn, 
He tobe chaunged fo: Iffrike piiſoners, 
There foz tabyde and theytocome ne, 
the ydg knightes freſh,tuſty of thetr cheres, 
So that Marcus fehle and old of pere s, 
ByIffricans wet to Nome ſent, 

By oth alured to accompuſhe theer entent. 


Foꝛthe Romans had in ſuch detnte, 
This noble . 


The fifth 


Aid fo; the furtheryng olthe pꝛ commontte 
they had his perſoa to wil dom in reyer?ce 
Called in þ towne their wall x their defẽ te 
nad in moꝛe chet tte foz knighthode in þ age 
thi al their puſonets ol Atti Chartage. 


Romains qreatipreiopſed oł his comming. 
Ind ſpecially foz his deliueraunce, 

A at once of heart and true meanyng. 
Sad welcome home our iope our ſuſt᷑ilãce 
welcome mirrour of knightly gouernance 
thes was thefrvoire i this was their lagage 
at gis repayze fro Iffcibe and Chartage, 


And thus recepued like to his eſlate, 

and conueyed though al the citie, 

Nobly pulſented vnto the Senate, 

Began his tale anon as ye Hall ſee, 

As he that had moꝛe in cheertee, 

The common pꝛotit than his deliueraunte, 
Sapd vnto them thele woꝛde s in ſubſtãte. 


its by the aduiſe of you echone preſent, 


as pꝛinte and tonſutto Aſłrcke J was ſent 


Andas pe know ſeut᷑ yere there J haue be, 


To chaſte rebels of that countre. 
And by the fauour and help ot gods might, 
to pour citie I haue at quite me like a knight 


In this matter it nedeth not to tary, 

pe know pour ſelf J am now waxen olde, 
And Foztune is to me contrary, 

wherby rour t mies in Iffrik be made bold 
and they deſyze me foz to be ſold, 

In eſchaunge by ſort concluſion, 

Foz paſoners which thei haue in this toun. 


And bythe fauour of goddes bye in heauẽ, 


und by mykelowes viſe mediacion, 
Coũtrt is #P2ouinces moze thi ſire # ſeuT 
IJ haue in Iffrik made ſubiett to this coun 
— — might and ther rebellion, 
And them conſtreyned lite as ye deſyze ; 
Foz toobey vnto pour Empire, 


To make your empire moe ſtateſpgloxious 
and to encreaſe the boundes of pour citie, 
Whyld by grace J was victoztous, (thẽ ſe 


venquiſhed your enmies where euer Jdpd 


Firſt by the eſtates,. next by the commonte, 


Now th!ongh Foꝛtunes mutabil itte, 
Made vnhaypy and deſolate of chere. 
Sometime a pztnce and now a piiſonere, 


Ifoze my power by foztune was fraũchiſed 
Now am J thzall and fetred in p2iſon, 
mine oldkrifphes be newly now diſquyſed, 
And victoxes oppzeſſed and bozne downe, 
With this conſidzed the trankmatacion, 
Ot youth paTed,and mine vnwel dy age, 
Lirte wonder though dull be my courage, 


Pet ther is a thigh dzaweth a lFgrh my lylt 
which m my heart hath ſet great — 
To your encreaſe how this ſtrike, 
— * labour ànd -knightly buſines, 

The marcial pzinces famous in wozthines 
W all p knightes moſt ſouerayn of renoun, 


ſought thzough Alt rid. be now in your pziſ 


By whoſe abſence febled is Chartage, 

p rountrey poueriſhed, bzought to diſfcres 
Seyng that Jam dull andfall in age. 
Gaine Iffrecans to put myſelfe in pꝛees, 
Cauſyng your enmies purſue fo? the pees. 
by eſchaunge of me that may but ſmal auad 
Fo: Irike kntghtes molt expert in batail, 


They dond in hope of they; deliueraunce, 
By eſchaunge of me now ſent out ot᷑ puſon 
Ok entent to encreale theyzpucſſaunce, 

Dfnew togyn a warre vpon pour town, . 
Nom take good hede, and of deſcrecion, 

Pe iſe of pʒudẽce this thing that J haue told 
They youth conſidzed# J am feble x old. 


JF amconſumed and weared in the varrcs 
Foztune contrary, feble to beate armure, 
Theyluſty,freſh,theyz name ſpꝛed ful lat is. 
And in the field they able to endure. 

JF vaweldyandlike a creature, 

Woze leblable to dꝛaw home to mp graue, 
Than tobe armed this citie fo toſaue. 


And in effect J haue moze cheerte, 

Ok very fatth without variaunce, 

Unto the pꝛokit of your commonte, 

Than to the matter ot my deliueraunce. 

Two thinges peiſed and weyed in balafice, 

Ok Ilkrike knightes expert W 
n 
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KBooke. 
' (Thathenotſhoutd (lepe in puſon. 
But euer 'watche with patnemtollerable; 
Ind foz che tonſtteint of his paſſion; 

- Crye and complain with ſigheslametable, 


In me the tonſtreynt ol ages keblenes. 


Ind to conclude vpon this matter, 
7 neuer ( as ſemeth vnto me.) 


ol 
80 the tttumphe in this famous cite, 


Better than dye tencreaſt the commontte. 
Ind thus auiſed ot heart whole courage. 


xelde vp the ſpirit of mine vaweldy age. 


In this purpoſe he ſtedfaſt as a wall, 
Ofone wyll and one perſeueraunce, 
himſelf commending tu goddes immoꝛtall, 
Chaſe foz to dye of politike conſtaunce, 

Ind to pꝛeterre by notabie pumeyaunte, 
The common pꝛokite, this was his mottke, 
Het aſyde good tre al our and his lte. 


— chere d. ſtable of his viſage. 
petfitloue he had vnto the towne, 
pes repapꝛed ayt in vato Chartage, - 
The articles kept and the condicion, 

It the departing from Afk tile region, * 
This to ſay texplete their luſt certatne, 

Oꝛ p2iſoner he koꝛ to reſozt agaynt. 


At his departing the Romain Senatour s, 
Gan we xe pale of compaſſton. 

To ſe the pauis of al they; olde ſuccours, 
Js pziſoner depart out of the towne. 
Piinceſes,Ladies.fel a ſwoune Down, 
Childzen wept and koꝛ pie 
farewell vrholder chief wall ot our citce, 


Was euer founde any truerknyght, 

Which et his ovne feithfull mocion, 
Where he was fre and had power ⁊ myght 
Co haue ſtonde at large by his eleccion. 

lo kepe his pꝛomiſe repeyꝛed to pſon: 
What ſhall I wꝛite of his noble ſſe oꝛ ſhew? 
To kynde one lyke hym J tede but a few. 


Ind whan he came ageyn with his meſſage 
bnowyng thentent of this wozthy knyght, 
Molt furioully the people of Chartage, 

In the p2eſence of cuerp maner wight, 
Ddeimedhaue to tozment anone ryght, 
fyzſt the liddes of his exen twayne; 

They cut them of toencreaſe his payne. 


ode deſexue the Lautrer. 


Fol. Cxxvili. 


And after this thet toke a plainc table, 
fret ful of naples, ſharpe wher and ground, 


and thereupon naked they hym dounde. 
a uotber table they lade on hym aloft, 


Rapled alſo and at wene theſe t wayne, 
They touched hum thes bed was ful vnſoft, 
moſt impoꝛt able ſo hideous was the papne, * 


The bloude ran out of euerpſinows4 daun, 
This was his toʒzmentſ(alas) a cruel death, 


of woꝛthy Marcus til he yeld bp the dꝛeath. 


Y read in bookes oꝛ euer dyd ſce, 
Pkt anp puntces ſo ſtedfaſt and ſo ſtable; 
Is whilom wer in Nome the eitec: 

Oz in their conqueſt ſolongpardurable, 


on becreue fotided of cozage vnſtancheable⸗ 


reckon vp all that euer were in that towne, 
and ta this Marcus make no compariſon, 


Recon Camillis.apires, Stipious, 
Hotable, woꝛt hy. foꝛ many great victoꝛpe: 
KReckon bpcke the wozthy champions, 
Curtius. Fabʒitius famous of memoꝛpe, 
But this Regulus eclipſeth all they: glozy, 


"> and ſurmounteth by repozt of renoun, 


all theſe foꝛeſapd in compatiſoun, 


Reckon bp the foure that whils toerſorich; 
a he fy:ſt of them called Lucius. : 
Other twepne of condicion liche, 


As was Stautus and Gatts Gelius, - 


Ind fozgeat not the great Emiltus, - 
But foz al they2 great poſſeton, 
Make to Marcus no compariſon; 


Remember on Craſſusof whom it is tolde 
The Iffittens to ſtaunche his couettle, 

powꝛed in his thꝛote ſtrangled him w gold, 
So he dped the ſtoꝛw doth deutſe. | 
And thoughthcſe foure wend haue be wyſe 
Gacatly commended thzough falſe opinton. 
Ok themtoMarcus make no compatiſon, 


Tovchingthis Marke let me behold # ee, 


Þelefthistreaſour,his łtedom, and _ 
nd 


The fifth 


Ind foz the profit of the commontee, how Þ laid Park haningof death no dꝛede 
Fozſoke bis frendes Bochas bereth wttnes To ſet Rome fro wacre in ſikernes, | 
Co fozther his towne dyed in diſtreſſe, whoſe hie renoun molt ſoueretn of pzowelle 
To kepe his fapth reſoꝛted to puſon, Map neuer eciipſe by none àntiquitie, 
Maze ot none other to hym compartſon. whiche choſe to dye to fozther the comdtie, 


Mine autour here put in remembꝛaunee. pe deſerued fo: to haue the mede, 
Some that had gold. ſtone s, and Herre, Okt triumpbe and mat ciali wort hines, 
Some that had ot riches haboundaunce, And ot Jupiter to weare the purple wede, 
And ok other that ſtode in dignitte, fret ful of ſtones moſt he au ely of bꝛiqhtnes 
And ſome that had wozldly pꝛoſperitte, p Laureat croune conſeruyng bis grenes, 
Set al aſyde and conclude of reaſon, G2aunted to victours who liſt cdſider ⁊ ſet 


ewene them and Marcus is no compariſõ. TUhiche chole to dye foz the commontee, 
dunces may line after they: ententes, Noble dente s which that gouerne and lede 
Mer there luſtes and they: delices, All wozldlp people-take hede in pour hines 


Ok gold # purpure weare rich garmentes, To thts ſtozy true as is the crede, 

after tbeyz power frowardly in vices, Takyng exaumple do your buſines, 
gtaũt they: miniſters in cities great offices Ay to ſupport and maintem rightvoſſenes, 
twene all they: pompe and vayne ambicid, And let Marcus to you a mtrrour be, 
andatwene Macke make no compariſon, whichs choſe to dye to foztherÞ comontee, 


All thele thinges remembꝛed in certeyn. ¶ Howe Ptholome king of Egipt called 
Mell conſid2ed and yput in mynde, Pbtlopater ſlough father + mother $ 


„ess 


here was in Nome but fewe ſuch ſeyn. his wife, in lechery ſpente his lyfe 
to common pzofite that found was ſo kynd, and miſchteuouſlye ended, 
In 9 — 
a n 0 2 . . . 
wyll to hem make no compariſon. 2 Aa erer 
| in oꝛder to Bochas 
Clemore, Q) romemrs 
s tragedy who that can take hede Cited — plow kyng, 

1732 tntermedled with wo andgladnes, In tender age by hozrible cruelte, 


iope fozthe woꝛſhip and ſinguler manhede Slough father,mother, a ſuſter ye mayer, 
that was in Marke by excellent nobleſle He _ crouned it is made — 


to tede his kall it is great heauies. To retgne alone in that region, 


whiche chole to dye whereas he ſtode free, 

Onelp foz pzofite of the commontee, He was diſpoſed vnto euery bice, 

| Froward to vertue and to all doctrine, 
To kepe his othe plainly as I rede, Slough his wife called Euredice, 


Made in Chartage there beyng in diſtreſſe Left his ſpouſe toke a concubine, 
This noble pzince conftreynedof no nede, Maſted his lyfe, gan him ſelfencline, 
— — — _ — — — al — — outrage, 

To ſuſtet toꝛment of his free voluntte, - om homes 


Onely fo: pꝛolit of the commontie. Thus was diſlaundzed his ropall mateſtie, 


n lechetous luſtes watched all nyght, 
This ſtoꝛy ſhouldcrouned be in dede, | noone — a 


With golden letters foz to brate witues, Olk kalſe exteſſe (hope hym anon right, ta 
wahan 


Sg SVtHagarus Sage 


Booke. Fol. Cxxix. 
oſe todztnke agein might, Foꝛ theit falſe rites fuperſiticious, 
— - — . 
Thc long dap he lpent in giottonye. Andby recozde of olde Chzoniculers, 


oceſſe foz to And ont and twentie thobeyng conſulers, 
Nass rant — — 2 Thee in number as made is mencion. 
Itis contagious the pzocelfe to endite, Which gouerned and ruled all the towne, 
Becauſe the example doth harme # no good The f̃irſt called Lucius Emuus. 
Ind of — 2 — — And the ſecond Catalus Catus. 
ſodetn milchiet J rede , ab Doe ie 
— armes of his tontubine. Ittilius Regulus the thirde conſulere, 
By all the Senate oꝛdeyned wer theſe thze 
a plainly was der name. as IJ haue tolde the ſelf ſame yere, 
nd had a bzother called Agathocles, Foz to gouerne and cule the cite, 


Uicious both and (laundzed by defame, 
Koyſed by repoꝛt thet wer lo rechles, 
Both at once take in a lodein pzees, 

With all they: allies all at once tet, 

3nd by tuſt dome led to the gibet. 


how Buttomarus and Utridoma: 


' xus kinges of Fraunce after greate 
batafles wer byß Romams 


C Tye. ix. Chaptet. 


Exte Philopater called 
tholome, 


NA 


NI 
LY Fraunce, 
dutomarus, and out of that countrep 
Bode into Gzece with a 
Indfyzſt he gan to make his oꝛdinaunte, 
Igtin Nomãtnes albe ther wer karte, 
Pzoudly with them foz to gynne a warte. 


But they of Rome to they: confuſion, 
Bytheyz Biſhops and pꝛieſtes gan deutſe, 
Co dle a curſed falſe ſuperſticion, 

Unto their goddes in full erueit wyſe, 

Co otter vp men by a newe lacrtfice, 

Co bury thẽ quicke,cn Bochas thus J rede 
Bya talſe hope the better foz to ſpede. 


Of fraunce Gꝛete thet toke ten in nũbꝛe 
balf men a wonit᷑ together twein and twein 
ind by faiſe murther they dyd thẽ enciiber, 
burtedthT quick, their death was ful ſodein 
It this ſacrifice the goddes gan diſdayne, 
Ind to the Romatne s were contrarious, 


i There came in oꝛder a wozthy king Of multitude very mnumerable, 


eat puillaunce 1 


the ere kme hundzed fro their foundacion, 


Indtopzeſerue them from al aduerſifie, - 
Agein two peoples of Gaul # Lumbardye, 
Mhich than warred of malice and enupe. 


Ok which warre Þ Romains ſtode in doubt 
The Senatours and allthe Citezetns, 
becauſe againſt the ther came ſo gret a rout 
Of Lumbardes by this half p mountemnes 
Jopned together with many fell foꝛe ns. 
which ſtode departed as made is remẽ bꝛãce 


Frothenfof Nome and they; obepſance, 


The people rude, beſttall and bnſtable, 
together aſſembled wood and furious, 


bengeable of heart, ot toꝛage deſpiteous, 


Uovve of all reaſon ſodetnly furious, 
As ſayth Bochas, can no farther gone, 
thetr ſouldtours bare giſarmes euenichone. 


And Giſarmes of Giſarmes thet wer called 
toward Rome them haſtyng day by daye, 
Ok great labour the footemen ſoꝛe appalled 
But ay their truſt on multitude lap. | 
Ok whole commyng Rome ſtode in akrape, 
Andſpecially the conſulers thee, 

That out wer ſent᷑ to tight foz the citie. 


Foure ſcoꝛe thouſãd as voite Chꝛoniclere 
Mighty to ſtond at defence, 

Jn his felowſh had eche confulere, 
And of the Giſarmes namber in ſentence; 
Thze hundzed thouſand by ſturdy violence 
Goyng on foote J kynd that they had, 


eight thouſand ouer that all p ficlde e 


The fifth. 


J recken not them that rode on hozſbacke, 
which ſixe à thirtic thouſand wer in numbze 
Stre hundꝛed ouer purpoſed foz the wack 
Finally the Komains to encumber. - 
The ſhadow of th? gaue ſo great an bmbze 
That on the ſoyle which tofoze was grene 
There was bnneth any ſunne ſhene. 


They: captain was Bzitomarus, 
A manly man,and a ful wozthy knyght, 
And with them went Utiridomarus, 
Another captain in ſtele armed bꝛight. 

T wene them a Romains long laſt Þ fyaht, 
But on the partie of Rome the citte, 

Was ſlaine a conſul one of the thze , 


After whoſe death of foztune anon right, 
On the partie of them of Rome towne, 
One hundzed thouſand toke the to H flyght 
And thus began the fame and the renoune, 
Ok Butomatus, as made is mencion, 

Ot which victozpe hes heart was made fain 
and on his partie wer but the thouſadſlain 


But the Romans reſozted be agetn, 

And after that had a ſtrong battaile, 

And in the field lo manly they wer ſeyne, 
And ſo pzoudly they; enmees dyd aſſaple, 
That as mine autour maketh rehearſaple, 
Ok the Gtſarmes long oz it wer a 
Fourtie thouſand wer ſlayne in that fight. 
Che third time with help of thẽ of Fraunte 
toyned to Lumbardes # folke of Gaul alſo 
they faught agen al out ot᷑ oꝛdinaunte. 
Beſide the riuer that called is the Poo, 
where both batailes together had a doo, 
And as I imd tonſulets twapne, 

p Romain ſheltrouns kntghtly did oꝛdayn. 


nitus Toꝛquat. called was that one, 
mintus Flaccus was with hym yfere, 
Aud dy Komatns fozth together theigon 
toward that tiere with a ful manly chere, 
In which bataile the tozydoth vs lere, 
Hine and fourtythouſand ſlain on that day 
Ok their enemies that none ne went away. 


Butomarus was taken pꝛiſoner, 
In tok? oftriumphbzought to Rome toun 


And in the of theſe moztall warres, - 


To the Capitolle with a full pale chere, 
led boũd in chetnes there gained no taunſ 
Thus hath Foztune appalled his hye renog 
Yndin token of his diſcomfiture, 

OfEced to goddes was his cote armure, 


Thus Lacheſis his liues th:ede gan dꝛaue 
Cyli Atropos it bzake with full great pain, 
Utriomarus that was his fe la we, 

S lain in the fteld by Romains in certayn, 
And of theſe wozthy pztnces twapne, 
This was the ende and the moztal fall, 
The feaſt accompliſhed called funerall, 


Atwene thele Dukes * them of Rome toun 
Many tokens wer ſhewedin the ſtarres, 
merueilous ligt ninges fro 8 he aut doun 
And many an vncouth conſtellactoun, 
ſondzp Cometes dyd in the welten appere, , 
who ſeeth their ſtoꝛie s may the trouth lete. 


Che water ol adus that renneth inJtaſle 
Mhich in that countrey is a famous flood, 
The ſame hoare and time of their batayle, 
Is ſayth the ſtozy was turned into blood. 

Fires in the ayze moſt furious and wood, 

and inightytowers wer w the flames bzend 
Che Moones appearyng in the Ozteute, 


(The people foz feare fled into lov canes, 
foz dzede ware pale + deadly of they: chere, 
And in thze dapes wer thze earth quaues, 
Duryng theſe wartes and in the ſame yete 
Ok great Apollo fyll down the pdlere, 

Ok mardle white, large. of great Clrength, 
that ſixtie cubites accounted was p length. 


Ind in that time the ſtozy ſayth not nay, 
of Rome a conſull with a great puiſſauntt, 
Called Claudius ſlough vpon a daye, 
thirtte thouſand and bzought to miſchaſice, 
Ok the ſouldtours that came out of Fraũte. 
and there was ſlapn  manya ceptain low 
Uitidomarus of whom J ſpake tokoꝛne. 


To his great ſhame and confuſion, 
as it is temembꝛʒed by ſcripture, 
The Romatnes made a great oblacion, 


Up to Jupiter of his coate armurt. 


SSS 
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Booke. Fol. Crxx. 
Ind in token of his diſconfiture, Thusofking Siphar encreacegiÞ glozy, 
within that temple of gold beaten clere, which by fozce two kinges hath outrated, 
Co his deſpyte they henge vp dis dauere. And bpon them wonne the victozye, 
out them to flight and the people aft rated 
CHowe Siphax of Numedy king was þ Rome + Chartage were ot bim dilmated. 
take, and dyed in pztfon, And ech of them dyd their laboure. 
ok thetr warres to make him gouernoure, 
¶ Ce. x. Chapter. 
Unto Siphax out of Rome toun, 
+Ere Bochas befely fo: as it is witten fo: a memoꝛtal, 
„Ja remembꝛaunce, To Numedye was ſent Scion, 
Wiatiteth of warres,debates Foz this matter in eſpecial. 
and battacles, Out of Chart age was ſent 
Chat were that time in Jtacle and Fraũce And at the caſte] where Siphar lap, 
In Spayne,Chipain,wd marctal apparat: Both tweine artued at one day. 
ind amõg other in his rehearſatles, (les, 8 
Fe telleth in Act rike the great diſrencion, And by pleyne witting as J haue cocepued 
atwene Hannibal and wozthy Scipion, And as the ſtoꝛpe remembzeth in lentence, 


de toucheth their names x abideth not lõg 
Upon their ſtoztes he byde not but a while, 
here not re then mighty wars ſtrõg 
gaz of their ſtriues he doth not here cope, 
butdoun deſcẽding directeth furth his ſtile 
fox torehearce and tel by waiting, 


the kal of Diphax in Numedy king, 


This ſaid Siphar batatles had tweine, 
one with king Gala, and he of very might, 
Had eke an other in which he did hys patne 
Tomete Maſiniſſa afrer anon right, 
Indof alle Flinvby nan 

howe Maſiniſſã was gouernour and king 


This ſayd Stpax t his chiualrte, 
Pade miſſa tofle A wy 
conſlrepned hym to line by , | 
lowalke in fozreſtes w beaſtes bp # doun. 
And koz dekaute as made is mention, 

Co ſaue his lite he fond no better refute, 
But fedhym ſelf on rootes and on krute. 


Out ok his realme Maſtniſſa was enchaſed 
to kle fro hys countre, 
frommdoffolke his name was out raced 
fo;no man weſt where he ſhould be. 

Vis liege men and folke of his Cite, 

Though al Aſt᷑rik knewe no better reve, 
ihrs perſon,but dempt that he was ded; 


That nother of them ſhould decetued be, 


- -Sophoniſb3,a maiden 


at their comming both were receiued, 

Ok king Siphax votth great reuerence. 
And thzough his notable manly diligence, 
Is it is witten by good recozd, 

He made theſe captetnes hertelp ofaccozd 


That they togeder lay the ſame night, 
They had of Syphar ſo great ſuerte, 
By pꝛomiſe made as ye was true kntghe. 


But there was found great 
Folowing after, who ſo can take hede, 
Like as this ſtoʒy ſhal dtuile in dede. | 


Jo by the fraud and falſenes moſt moꝛtal, 
Compaſſed betozne it is thus befal, 
— of thys 

As Iftricans be npe double all, 
Under fuger can hide well thetr galls 
So Haſdzuball by falſe decepcion, 
vnder faire chere deſeiued Scipion. 


He brought in Siphar by falſe ſub eilte, 

And by his ſleighty peinted kate language 

chat he ſhould with htm allied be, | 

By full aſſent to haue in maxiage, 

which ght — 
was daughter pong and faite 

(As ſateth Bochas)to this Haſdꝛubal. 


The which thig by craft was bzought about 
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The fifth 


And by thys meant pleynly out of doute, Ind ko; beranfe that he was a king, 
There firſt began rancour and hatred, the Romains made of marcealpite, 


Stmulacion fetned and falſehede, Him to be burted withtn their Cite. 

that atwene Stphar and Haſdzubal alas, 

Scion was decetuedtn thys caas. CHow Nabts hauing no title but by ti. 
ny toke on him to be king ok Lacede« 

And after that done was thys mariage, moine and was \latne, 

Siphax ful enmte tothys Scepton, 

with Daſdzubal rode into Chartage, CThe.xi. Chapter, 

And gan warrey agein Rome toun. 


Ext tam Habis ful peteouliy weptng 
Tofoze John Bochas, which by 


And an thys white as made is mencion, | 
King Maſiniſſa out of wilderneſſe, N 
tirannpe. 


Toward Sciptõ in al haſt gan hym dꝛeſle 
Of Lacedemoine tote on him to be king, 


With hys people gan to make him ſtrong, Hauing no title ſaue title of robbzpe, 

Thzough helpe of Scipton and of Lelius, only by foꝛce himſelf romagnefte, 

went agen Siphax and abode not long, =whtth with ſtrong hand toke falſe poſſeſſi 

Vis heart agein him was ſo enutous, foz to be crovoned in thilke region, 

and on a day the ſtozy telleth thus, 

With Ackricans and folkes ot Chartage, This Lacedemotne as by old wiitinges, 

Siphax the Romaines met in the viſage, whilom was had in ful great reverence 
Becauſe only it floured in two thinges, 

Of Maſiniſſa the people were ſo wode, Both tn knighthode a ſouereene laptence, 

Upon Siphax auengedfoz tobe, Mars there by maͤhode, Pallas by pudẽte 

th:ough their battailes came to him ther he and while theſe tweine had gouernaunce, 

And mauger him and al his cruelte (ſtode Of al welfare they hadſuffilaunce, 

ol very manhode ſpace was none to fic, 

brought htm home thzough their hie And whle nobleſſe of theſe thinges tweine 


into p hondes of wozthy SH (renoun that is toſey the flower of hie clergie, 

EZ The hye renoun moſt famous x ſouereine, 

Sdtphax was take thus oꝛ he was ware, ok marceal pꝛoweſſe and of chiualrie, 

vnder his baner mauger al his might, Gouerned that land by ne we polit te, 

+ — the chare, — ——ů 
tipion the noble woꝛthy knight. mong the grekes like an p ſonne. 

That wan þ triũphe graunted him of right 

and Sophontſbã afoze to 


Sophax wife, But at the laſt eclipſed was the light, 
Wedto Maliniſſa at the end ot al his ſtrife both of knighthode and phſloſophte, 
whan couetiſe gan enter agein right, 
Loe howe Foztune chaunge can her tides, Ip to vſurpe vpon the regalye, 
to one this dap ſhe can be fauourable, By intruſton of falſe tyzannye, 
5c 
n e e. no ti ere to rcigue as 
But that the is ay troward and chaũgeable 120 
Frendlp to day to mozowe at diſ cad, Thys was chief cauſe foz ſhozt coutluſion 
Jfthys be true Siphax can beare recozde ay noble ſſe of Grete was bꝛo Pony 
4011 1 le d Lacedemoine bzought to con 7 
This Siphax was ſent out ot the toum, By couetiſe that let them in ſuch caas, 
In cheines bound without moze tarying, wherby their knighthod fully tral ated was 
And at Tiburtine lay fetered in pziſon, And theit poliſie in chꝛonicles ve maple 
Died at miſchiefmade there his ending. Out of Gtete to Rome the Cite, | 
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KWooke: 

nd among other by cleare remembzannee, J meane of Rome pzudent Scion, 

1 ryzantes by oꝛder rehearſyng, which ol thetr Citie was chiefeſt champion 

s was one that had gouernaunce Of whole entent the Affrirans tanope,. 
1 was there crouned king and ſpecially Chartage to deſtroy. 
without tytle there falſely reigning. | 
Ind koꝛ his frowarde contagecus crueltte, And nye by Chartage ther was a citte rg 
he was behated of Rome the Citit. Mightely bpided and ſtode vpon the ſee, 

The walles thicke.round,ſquare and long. 
Che Komayns ſent a mighty conſulere, Chief defence called ol that cuntre, 
Citus Flamintus of they; warres gyde, to ſaue and kepe them from adaerſitee, 
to Lacedemoyn he gan to appzoche nere, And fourte cubttes with creeſtes martial, 
——— where _ did abyde, like as J kynd ol height was the wall. 
en abate his pꝛyde. 

But whple Nabis Node hyeſt in eſtate, And in the front reyled koz the werre, 
Of Gzece his lteges w htm wer at debate. Oft ſtones ſ was an bye donge on. 

ke ytalled Philopomenes. —— — — 

Du m runtrepes enuiron, 
the crople t dwelled in Gzece lond, Ind as J reade fo; they; ſalkuaccon, F 
Co — — — ——— - — — — did ozdepne, 

con fighting o hond. 02 captayats Haſdzuballes ewepne; 
... a 
nes, a , d, 
Slough this Nabes p chzonicle pe may ſee Igepn all lautes — denbige, 
But wozthp Dctpts foz al þ hath not failed, 
¶ Here Bochas rehearſeththe moztal = Foz to appzoche and doe bybuſycure, 
wat res betwene the Romaynes, Witz his engines ytrong and ſure. 
and the Aſkricaus. — — In ment —_— 
great quantctie bzakedown o . 
¶ The. xii. Chapter. N 
| Ind Lucius called Cenſozpne, 
Fter this Nabis Bochas dothj pꝛotede Departed is with Marcus Manlius, 

Co tell the warres andthe moztall And by the counfayl of Seipton s doctrine 
— , — 
eRomaynes an ns 7 their way, mine autoꝛ telleth i 

wWherby full many loſt there theyzlyues. with Haſdzuball ſoothiy and they might, 
Cauſed wiedowes, maldens and eke wiues whereas he lay that ſame day to tygqijt. 

to wepe wayle in ſuch diſtoynt they ſtode/, | | 

On other partie to ſee the loſſe of bloude. Thele conſulers aſſayled the Citie, 

Fo; the party ok them of Rome towne, Slew fozty thouſand p chzonicle pe map le, 
were made captames and divers officers, Of Africans by full moꝛtal. 
which into At rike W people wer ſent doun And their conſtable ealled Yaſdzuball, 

Ind ſpectally there wer two conſulers, was flayn that day by him di is no doubt, 


in armes. famous in tho yeres, 
Martus Miltus bozne of p Romapn line, 
Chat other called Lucius Cenſozyne. 


With them was ſent a tribune ful notadle, 
Of whom tofoze J made mention, 


fox the warres moſt wozthy a moſt hable, 


that he moſt truſted a next was hym abouf, 


And this while molt manly of co:age, 
The woozthy Tribune Publius Dcipton, 


By very kozce is entred in Chartage, 
And ſixe as made is mencton, 


He and bis 8 conſtretnedſoÞ town 
Ja. ii. That 


el. Cxtxi. 


That diſpeyꝛed with they? deadly theres. 
they of the town yelded them pziel ouers. 


Mekely requiring vnto Scipton, 

to receiue them in this moztal rage, 

that men + weomen dwe in that town, 

Se oe ad ct ernge, 
| yde ue in le | 

vnder p Komaynes,there was no better re» 

and pete by pete pay the a tribute. ( kute 


And ot Iffrikeþother Haſdzubal, | 
which among the afoze was crouned king; 
Left vis eſtate and his power ropal, 

yelded hem pzſeſoner humbly kneling, 

Aud his wife moſt pteteouſl y wepyng, 
han that ſhe ſawe her loꝛd take ſo, 
Nan into fyze and bent her ſcife fo; wo. 


Sire and twenty thouſand as J kynde, 
wer led ok weomen into capttuitie, 

thyꝛty thouſand ot᷑ men tame behynde, 
take pꝛieſoners in great adurrſitie, 

And leuentene daxyes bꝛent that eſtie, 

that in thur walles was none ſo hard ſtone, 
but into powder it was bzent anone, 


Andthis was done bzcefely to conclude, 
By the pzowelle of Publius Scipion, 
Sold in ſeruage was a great multitude, 
The olde Lo es led ketred to pꝛieſon, 
Thys was of Chartage final deſtruccion. 
to waite ther coplatntes Bochas abideth na 
but into grete turneth agel his ſide. (while 


¶ Howe kyng Perfcus was by Romayns 
C CEN 


¶ The. xiu. Chapter. 
Ns Matedopne remcmbzyng 


ona kyng, 
e Called Perſens,a fullpzoude were 
= recur, 

Clayming a tytle vpon him bſurping, 
Foz toſuccede as erue enheritour, 

to _ Jlerander moſt mighty cd querour 
Fully affirming ageyn a cextayn day, 

He wulbe crowned mauger who ſayth nap, 


The fifth 


And his name to put in memory, 

Caſt in his perſone to renew the pꝛoweſſe. 
Ok king Alexander to encreaſe his 
lo kelow his traces in knighthod x nobleſſc- 
And firftofal ot᷑ haſty wiltulne ſſe, | 
that his conqueſt might ſpꝛeade ferre, 

gan of purpoſe W Romapus to haue werre 


But after this he was better auiſed, | 
whanhe percemaaed the marcial apparapyle, 
Of the Komayns, whereof he was agriſey, 
wer afeard therr noble ſſe to aſlayle, 

which ay wer found victozious in battayle, 
Ind where afoze he had been rechles, 
ſeat embaſſadoꝛs W them to treate of pees 


(They had percetued his pꝛeſumpcion. 
and how he was pzoude and ſutquedous, 
ſent aconſul with a great power down; 
the name of whom was Sulpicius, 
which deadly hated the ſayd Perſeus, 
though hertlyricour agen hi were (olein, 
Of his embaſlade haunting but diſdepn, . 


And they partte koꝛ tofoztifye, _ 

with the ſayd Conſul Sulpicius, 

they ſent another expert inchiualrpe, 

A Conſul alſo Paulus Emilius. 
among Ro napus notable and famous. 
And folowing after the elfe ſame night, 
the Moone eclipſed fully of his light. 


I cleare token as made is mencion, 

E king Perſeus ſhouldhaue a ſharp ſhows 
and that his lozdil}ip and his region, 

Should be oppzeſſed voyde of al ſuccour, 
and p; Mace donoys ſhould haue no fauous 
ageyn p Romapns together whã they met 
with round lperes a lwoꝛdes tHarpe whet, 


The dap ok bataple to his encres of glozy, 

Foz the party of them of Rome toon, 
There was a knight that cauſedÞ victoy, 
yong.freſh, ⁊ luſty, that called was Caton. 
which bꝛouqht their cnmies to confuſion, 

Fo2 Matedonops . his great 
Outrayed were and Perſeus put to flight. 


But Emiltus the noble Conſulere, 
Sent a captain called Octauius,. 


Co purſue after in coaſtes karre and nere, 
the 1 ſaidÞerſeus, 
Ind he was t3ke foꝛ there was no reſtus, 
with his lonnes that were in nuͤber tweine, 
Phil and Alexander the ſkozy is cetteine. 


Pine auctour telleth here of kinges many 
Thyztyin numbze che firſt Geramus, 
which haue reigned within Mac e dony. 
Ind laſt of al was this Perſeus, 
The numbze of peres Bochas w2ſteth thus 
was nine hundzedas Jremembzed yere, 
Space of thetr reigning W foure a 2 — 
a4 pere 


Iftertranſlated was the tegion, 

with al their yles vnto the obepſaunce 
Of them of Rome without excepcio 
to great loꝛdes that were of moſt putFaſice 
ode there long vndet gouernaunce, 
Ind Perſeus diſconſolate of chete. 
During hes life abode there pziſoner, 


Cow the people of Ichata with their chief 


Cite called Coʒinthe by the RKomains 
was dell roted. 


C Tie. ru. Chaptet. 
h us the loꝛdſhm weared out & ſpent, 


of Maredotne as made is mencion 
There wer two cuͤtties the rto adia⸗ 
that one Achata a litle region, 


| (rent 
Ind Spartano(s going enty2on, | 
Might y of people and of great ſubſtaunte. 
m one confederate and of one-alliaunce. 


They wer coniopned and both made al one 
Bya manere faithfull conuencion, 
wh p Komains knew them koꝛ their fone 
ng their frendſhip in ſulpeccion, 
caſt to make a diſtunction, 
Betwene theſe lades in bꝛed a eke in lẽgeh 
fo; thing dilleuered is mintſhed ol his — 
| gt 
Odeincd Ctttes and townes here x poder 
u the Romains gan make a decre, 
That their lozdſHtps ſhould be ſet alõder. 
which made the people in euerygret Cite, 
han oy znewe their falſe ſubtilte 
To riſe at once molt cructof their cheres; 


Bookt: 


Fol.Crrrit, 
Ind would haue ſlayne p Romain meſſen⸗ 


(gers 
And kinally by this occaſion, 
Romatnes agein them gan were furtous, 
toke hetdenes of their deuiſion. 
Ind a Conſull called Mummms 
a many knight in armes ful famous, 
Into Achaia was fcom Rome ſent, 
It to deſtrope by great autſement, 


They of Achata by their erice 

and bythe froward wilfal recheleſneſſe, 
Of verppude liſt make no defence, 
thought them ſelf without auiſeneſſe, 

Of power able and ſtrenget in ſouthnelle, 
Than were Komaines verely tn dede, 


Thus were they ſtroped afoze oz they toke 


| | (hede 
They ode in hope in thetr ſturdineſſe, 
by that battaile to haue had great pillage, 
Ok p Romains to haue wone ful gret rich» 
*foz a pompe of wilful falſe dotage, (eſſe, 
they toke their woiues & wome yong of age, 
And ſet them vpon an hie mountecne, 


that theit manhode might in p kield be ſein 


whan the Romains met them in battaſle, 
they diſpurueted and out of oꝛdenaunce, 
Slame like deſtes their power gi to fayle 
Ok froward pzide and recheles gouernace 
that Achata was bzought to miſchaunce, 
women and childꝛen fo2 ſoꝛow almoſt mad 
Co liue in ſeruage were to Rome lad. 


Cozinthe that time was their chief Cite, 
DeſtroredbyRomatnes ⁊ bꝛought to ruint 
which among Cites tn Bochas ye map ſe,. 
Aboue al other did in honour ſhine, 
of al ſcintes there kloured the doctrine, 
Ind of crafres artificers moſt wiſe, 
Ac kt᷑ al p wozld there was 1 
dil 
Thus vnwarelp in their moſt nobleſCe, 
ſifting higheſt of Foztune in the ſtage, 
They were deſtroyed of treaſour x ticheſſe 
B2ought to nought by ſlaughter + pillage, 
their walles bꝛoke in that cruelrage, 
And in that bꝛẽ ning Bochas ſaith the leuẽ 
Raughtra great part vpward to the heauen 
| Ia. lit. Pleine 
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The fifth 


pleime with þ earth the walles bzoke doun And howe allo the ſame Heleuchus, 


the pcople ſlame merciies yong and olde, 
And there was made a great deuiſton, 
ſome led in ſeruage a ſome of thẽ were ſold 
Images of coper,ofſtlaer and ot gold, 
were lodeinly in al that violence, | 
Togeder molte ſo hote was the feruence, 


Of which metal thus after it is kal, 

Gold, ſi — ee — 

Copꝛe of Coztnthe men 
thzough al the wozld of cuſtome euerichone 
Fame of which metal is ſo farre gone, 
That the veſſels fozged of the ſame, 
Cozinthoiſe called is by name, 


A Fter Cozinth was thus bꝛẽt to nought 
A pztnce called Phlep Philermene, 
to John Bochas hath his copletnt bzought 
u whole face and chere it was wel lene, 
he wokul conſtretnt of his moꝛtal tene. 

nd he was whilom Bochas doth lpectfle, 
Loꝛd of a Citie called jPhalozie, 


Marcus Ittileus toke dim pziſonere, 
bought dim to Rome, liſt him not reſpite, 
Next to Bochas with an heuy chere, 
Appered a knight called Damocrtite, 

of Etholts mine auctour doth lo watte, 
He was chief loꝛd, but he and hys countre, 
Tranſlated were into Rome the Cite. 


Mhis Duke was caſt and cheyned in puſon 
Eſcaped once in ſtoꝛy as Jfind, 
take agein thꝛowe in a darke dungeon, 
There koꝛ ſoꝛowe went out of his mind, 
Slough hym ſelf at miſchiefagein kind. 
Loe howe theſe pzinces pzoude and rechles 
Haue ſhameful ende which can not 2 in 
| pees 
¶ Howe great Intiochus bſing riot and 
vicious ltuing.by Marcus Artiltus 
was outrated and dyed ſodetnly, 


The. xv. Chapter, 
C W O 
S] folo! 


the ſtozye tn 0zdze here 


Df Selcuchus and gret Intiochus 
Ok hys moder Laodices and the ring, 


Had tn hys thigh as waiten is tokozne, 
pztntof an anker p day whan he was bonne 


Aud al the ch ldpen by ſucceſſion, 


Had by deſcent bozne ot hys linage. 
unte of an anker as made is mention. 
in the fourth bone with al the ſutplulage, 
of other tokt̃s there told in plaiue liguage 
and of the ſatd ſame Seleuchus,. - . | 
Came by diſtent the ſald Jntiochus, 


Whoſe hearte was ſet of hie couetiſe, 

to folowe hys luſtes and delectactons, 
Ind ſpecially he caſt gan and dcuiſe. 

T winne in Greee ders regions, 

and of the people he caught occaltons, 
Bythetr fauoure to conquere theit colitre, 
Ind rebel agein Rome the Cite. 


With multitude and great apparadee, 

he gate in Grece caſtels and eke tounes, 
Longing to Rome conquered by bataſle, 
toke vpon him in hes pꝛeſumpetons. 
Falſely to folowe the (nclinactons, 
of his birth whtie he did abide, 

Jn a Citis that called was Calcide, 


Fo2 cauſe of ſlouth hc left his chiualcie, 
tozſoke Mars and toke him to Cupide, 
Reſting the winter he ſpent (nlecherte, 
in watch riot, chaſe Venus to his guide 
Senſualitic made reaſon ſtand aſide, 
and by theſe meanes foz ſhozt concluſton, 
He was conueped to hys deſtruccion. 


And whan þ winter with bis froſtes colde 
paſſed was and al his ſloʒ mes kene, 
In riot ſpent and walled as J told, 

and Uer came in with hys newe grene. 
And freſhe floza which is ol flowers quent 
of cuſtome ginneth her motles out dzeſſe, 


In which ſeaſon as auctours al expꝛeſſe. 
apparaile, 


Jgeine this dicious pꝛoude Antiochus. 


This noble Marke pzeued tn armes wele 
which in hys time was ſo good a knight, 
with al hys hooſte armed in buht ſtele, 
Agctn Intiochus cam to Þ field doun right 
vp) a mozow whã Phebus ſhone ful bzght 
Set his wardeines by tapteins þ he chees 
vpon a hyl called Thecmoples, 


Inttochus vpon that other ſide, 

whom glotonpe ⁊ riot dyd oppzeſſe, (bide, 
And dꝛunk Bacchus which with him did a⸗ 
v Mozpheus wife of flũbet chief goddes, 
which cauſed him thzough ſlouth x idelnes 
That pꝛouidẽ te out of his court was gone, 


tauſing that day 8 [laughter of many one. 


whi the Conſul Marcus Þ woch knight 
his aduerſartes pzoudly gan aſſaple. 

Chey vnputueted toke them to the flight, 
Diſateied they might not auatle. 

Thus Anttochus fled out of bataſle, 

#0: ageme Romaius he might not endure, 
therfoze on hym fil the diſconfiture, 


Thus rebuked fled to Epkeſtce, 

latte fro Grece and there to dwel he chees 
Sent to Romains a great Ambaſſatrye, 
with the ſated Marcus foz totreate of pees 
But in this Ambaſſet this very doutles, 
chan they atteyned ok Marcus ß pꝛeſẽ ce, 
Were tetuſed and had none audtence. 


Of which Anttochus greatly was aſhamed 
caſt ageſne Rome of hate andenmite, 
Toraiſe a power and hath of new attamed 
togadze ſhippes and make a great armee, 
Ginne a warre agein them on the ſea, 
hautng an hope vnder a coward d2ede, 
Letter on the water thi on p land to ſpede 


Made hys ſhippes be ſtuffed with vitade, 


and hys capteines haue the land fo:ſake, 
But wha Þ Romatns of new gã him aſſaile 
his ſhuppes bꝛent and al his ſtuf was take 
Fitke mine auc teur tõpẽ diouſly doth make 
Thaiſe on the ſea ß Romans watre ping, 
N was outraied the ſtozy witneſſing, 


ooke; 


Fol. Cxxxiii. 


et ekt agein to his conkuſion. 
n the land he gan make htm ſtrong, 
Met with Coꝛneue called n. 
with watnes. cartes, made foꝛ Þ war ſtrong 
Shod w dard pꝛon ſharp ſithes ſet amig 
In trauets wiſe ozdenaunce, 
But foz al that he was bzought to milchace 


Mit Diephantes 4 Caſtels on their back 


that day was ſlame many a worthy knight, | 


Upon his hoſte ſo cruel was the wack. 
that he conſtretned toke him to the flighf, 
Foꝛſoke his colltre fled out of mFnes ſight 


To the Romaines he coude it not delaye, 


Eche pere conſtretned a tribute foz to pape, 


But he of fraud becauſe of his tribute, 

koʒ couetiſe fatned great pouerte, 

Gadzed rodbours and bytatſe purſute, 
Oppreſſed marchauntes, ſpofledthe coũtre 
Robbed temples of hateful cruelte. 

and fro Jupiter calied Dodoncan, 

Toke al the relikes the ſtoꝛp tel can. 


Did ſacrilege and ent red in that cloſe, 
without reuerence oʒ any obſetuaunce. 
Foz which the people agein him roſe, 
And as it is put in remembzaunce, 

by the gods there fel a great vengeaunce, 
Vpon thys ttraunt quahing in hys dead, 
al ſode nl he fell to ground dead. 


0 ¶ Lenuope. 


is trage dy of Antiochus, 
who liſt in oꝛdꝛe hys frowarde ſtoꝛy ſe, 

Firlt to all vertue be was contrarious, 
and rebel euer to Rome the Cite, 

Juſtly accuſedof vicious thinges thre, 

of pzide.llouth, andofglotonye, 

And ol diſozdinate ſuperflutte, 

Ok night exceſſe, ciot, and lecherte, 


On hym the Komains were victoztous, 
Twyes on the lond once on the ſea, 

He was not hardy but malicious, 

In euerpbataile his cuſtome was to fle, 


Where vices reigne there map no grace be 


to al ſurtetes hys luſt he did applie, 


Noyſed 8 diſclaũoʒed thzoughout his 85 


— 


The ſifth 


dk night exce lle riot, and lecherte. J wil pale ouer and ſpeake of Scipions. 
ä And firſt to wute of rhe worthy man. 
Among his lieges wode and deſpitcons, Called in his time Scipio àfkritan. 
and ko a coward know iii the tied was he.. „: nA 
The pooꝛe to oppzelſe a wulfe moſtfurious A famous uniqht in al nactons. 
2 diſcept a For fo; ſubtilte, fot his conqueſt (Horcly to conclade, 
No ma moze froward of hye no} {ow vegre, neh hav brought ful many reatons, 
Noz mode deliting in falſehede nc2 flatery, Moe dy wil dome than by myſtitude, 
what was his ende* a ſodeine death perdy to obeye the Romatas,but fo tngratitune, 
Fo; hys outrage s of pude and lechery, which that he fond in them as J reve, 


ho we he wiought to tel J welt pzocrde. 
Noble pꝛinces of prudence ful famous, n | 
In al pour greateſt toial mateſtie, It is temembzed ok hys worthenefe, 
KReme moꝛe pleinip ik pe be vertuous, wohne that de was flaring in pong age, 
xe ſhalperſenere in long pꝛolpetitie.  Fowe Rome was made lady and macſtrefſe 
where the contrarte cauſcth aducrſitie ot many a lond to then auaunrage.. 
As this ſto2pe afoze doth lpecific, and ſpettallp al Aſttie and Charrage, 
Ok Antiocdus caſt from his digattte, By his pꝛoweſſe as made is mencton, 
foz his great pʒide. riot. and leche tie. were bzought of Romains vader ſubiercid 
Cow Dicronimus king of Stracuſe was But they age ineward were to him vnkind. 
e, and howe Seipio Aft rican, that by accuſacions found out by thet: falſueſſe 
laboured foz the comon weale of Said agetn him as it is put in minde. 
the Komaines was txuto by tecowof many falſe witneſſes, . 
by them and la that he ſhould haue beſiled the richeſſeg 
dyed, Of Chartage and Iffrike the countre, 
which appertetned to Kome the Cite. 


| Bat ageinward thys noble Ifrican, 
Feter the death of this Anttochus, p2oudly gaue anſwere to hys acruſours, 
There came a pzince to Bochas Be neuer withheld fro time that he began. 
F#®complcning, toward him ſelf no part of their treaſoures, 
which that was called Hie ronimus. Saue as the manet is of conquerours, 
Of Siracuſe vohilom loꝛd and king, Fo to tonſetue hys wozlhip and his name 
which of hys liege s he nothing treſpaſſing, as moſt was pꝛokite to their touns kame. 
Slaine was with hys thꝛe ſuſters dere, | 
Ofhatred,mine auctout waiteth here, Thys is to meane platnly and not tarye, 
he neuer accrochedtreaſour nere noꝛ farre, 
Sitaeuſants had a tondicion, Toward him ſelf but that was necefarye, 
Though chaunges new ape to be vnſtable foz their wozſhipto mainteta W their warts 
of wilkul malice voide of al reaſon, and pet that time he was their lodeſterre 
On their kinges ko to be vengeable, Co enereate thetr boũdes a fully his delitt 
they loued not to haue them pardurable, was al whole ſet to the comon pꝛokite. 
But euer pere of cuſtome this is trewe, 
them to gouerne to haue a pʒince newe. de toke none hede of al the ſurpluſage, 
bee theit treſours noz thetr great richeſle, 
And foz their chaũges a their vntouch ſiri· The name teſeruedof Iffri&e x Chattagt 
with variaunce of their condictons (ues to his knighthode and hys hie nobleſſe. 
Becauſe no frute is found in thett lues, But thett malicious cxpert vakiadneſſe, 
Noz in their ſtoz(es,noztheer ſucteſſions, was in cauſe byeuely to compile, 


| C The. xbi. Chapter. 
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Caſt hym neuer within Rome towon, 
After that day among them tobe ſeyn, 
Unkindnes gaue himoccaſton, 

to abſent his perſone and ok hye diſdeyn, 


to txple hymſelt and neuer come ageyn. 


But fo2 tabyde in a ſmall village, 
called Linterne whan he was fall in age, 


By a maner of indignacion, 

In Epttaphye he let vpon hys graue, 
which ſayd thus to them of Rome town. 
O people vnkind,vnkyndageypn reaſon, 
Wy funeral aſhes noz my bones ded, 
Juthy walles thou neverſhalt poſſede. 


thine vukind froward territoꝛp. 
bones ſhall not reſt noz abyde, 

But thine vnkindnes to put in memozy, 
to temembꝛaunce ſhalbe cead ful wyde. 
Ok thele letters graue on euery ſide, 

By repozt only of this ſmal ſcriprure, 
hich here is let vpon my ſepultute. 


Loe here the cauſe by befke deſtripeton. 
Set on my graue foz a memozial, 

why that my bones out of Rome tovon, 
Be buried here lo we vnder this wall, 
In txtle holde my feaſt tune ral. 
Unkindnes me dꝛoue out of that citie, 


that vzought lo much foz the commontie, 


; CYHowe Scipio Aſian Lozd of Aſie, 
that ladoured cuer foz the comon 
weale, was murdzeds 


¶ The. x vu. Chapter. 


r the end ok this African. 
Called in his time woꝛthy Scipion, 
came next his bꝛother Scipio Aſian. 
Which in Aſie had dominacton, 
Sayn whom was made an accuſacton, 


ko al the Senate that he vntrucly Could, 
tettayn treaſours toward hymſelt withold. 


Which that he in Ilie had wonne, 


In his conqueſtby manyſtrongbattayle, 


'BVooke? 
His bodye kro them perpetually to exxle. 


nd foz men ſhould mynd vpon hym haue, 


Fol.Crrritl, 
which accul acion falſely was begonne, 


. Nfolde enupe cauſeles this no fayle, 


whole woꝛthines ful much did auazle, 
to common p2ofit by theſe two conquerours 
Bygreat riches enctealing their crealcurs 


The tone in Iffrike as ye haue herd me tcl 
By his wiſedom and his chiualry, 

That other in Iſia which did excell, 

In hye pꝛoweſſe as bookes ſpecifye, 
Falſely hindzed of hatred and enuye, 

By compaſling ofone Intiochus, 


NDNim to deſtroy he was ſo deſpꝛous. 


—— — theſe tweyn Sciptons, 

in their tyme by manifold batt ayles 
bꝛought into Rome ſo many Regions, 

to obey their Citie with martial àpparatles 
And euermoꝛe to them great auayles, 
bꝛought in treaſours tẽcreaſe W their toun, | 
pet haue they wꝛought to thett deſtruccion, 


{The tone in exyle as made is mencion, 

Dye d alas) whan that he was olde, 

The ſecond was murdꝛed in pꝛieſon, 

they: both ſtoꝛyes temembꝛed here and told 
to peue exaumple to pꝛinces mantfolde, 
Tyat who that laboureth foꝛ a commontie, 


(clerh oft his thanke by Dciptds ye may le. 


CHowthe Duke phſlopomones was take 
and putte in pzieſon.and after dzanke 
popſon and ſo dyed, 


¶ The. x viii. Chapter. 


ter the p2ocelle of theſe two 
/ Dtetptons, 


0 
twene Acheoys and Meſlantans doubties 
Anda great Duke Philopomencs, 
A pꝛince that time offul great puiſſance. 
Had ot Ichata wholp the gouernaunce. 


This ſayd pꝛince Phil opo nenes, 

Leding his hoſt vpon a ful fayze plepne, 

As he rode armed and put himſelf in piees, 

Mid his people as gouecnour and * 
olke 


The fifth 


Folke out of rule foz to rall agayn, 
Upon his ſtede as he gan them kette, 
In due oꝛder his wardes foz to ſette. 


And this pꝛinte of pozt moſt marreall, 

ga the purſuit which that he gan make, 
mong his enemies he had a ſodatn fail, 

Uopde ot all reſcus vnwarely he was take 

Ok all his frendes like a man koꝛſake, 

among his enemies bzought into pꝛieſon, 

there made an end by dꝛinking ol poyſon. 


Of Philopomenes thts was the fatal caas, 
Out ok gouernaunce his people dclolate, 
Except a captayn called Lycozas, 

n hich in the warres was wonder foztunate 
Ok Acheoys toke on him theltate, 

them to gouerne and the people leade, 

Ok hem no moze in Bochas I dooe ceade, 


¶ Ot the thydd Scipton 
OD RY 
the commontte 


CThe.xix.Chapter, 


Pne auto: here maketh a digreſſid, 
Ind rehearſeth foza menidziall, 
Ok the thyzd woozthp Scipion, 
CaliedNaſira, which tn eſpectall, 
By diſpolſteton very natural!: 


Hold amdg Romapns by repozt of lãguage 
Paſſing all other tn wiledom and courage. 


Olde of dfſcrecton, Enot but pong of yeres, 
Foz a miracle mine auctour doth expꝛeſlſe, 
whan the Senatours ſent meſſengers, 
Into Phzigia by great aucſeneſſe, 
whan ſhe was bond pte ober g 

n ſhe was 
In houſe noz temple the not abrde, 


Saue in the palace of this S . 

to put his name moze in zaunte, 
The which allo though his hye renoun, 
Gallogre toys he bzought to vttraunce, 

A people of Gzece farre ont of 

But Scion gan them ſo warrey, 
Maugre their maltre p Komapns foz tobey 


nwherby his name was put in —_— 
and ful gret thak he hath in Rome d 
Becauſe onely of hys great victozy, 

Foz which the triumph was to him teſetued 
But at laſt ful falſely he was ſerued, 

Ok the Komayns.after their old manere, 
In this tragedy anon as ye ſhal heare, 


After he had augmented thetr treaſourg, 
Conquered tn Iſie many regions, 
Cauſedof theyꝛ fone that they wer victourg 
Appeyſcd of Grarchus the falſe occaſions, 
compaſſed of malice by new diCencions, 
At wene the and alſo the Senate, 
de of dye m hath ſtint al that debate. 


Truſtingþ Komatns Scip(6 was begiled 


. Loſtthetr fauouc * offended nought, 


By them bawaresly baniſhed and exyled, 
Clene fozgottenput out of thetr thought, 
Foz common pzofit al that be hath wzought, 
The guerdd loſt though pꝛinces can not ſes 
Ok al that done foz anycommonte, 


Lyke ablaſe fo: a whyle light, 

whech ſheweth clere and is neuer after ſetn 
Oz lee a ſunne foz a moment brygdt, 
Unwarely ſhzowded with a cloude of reyne, 
Right ſo the windy fauour bloweth in bein 
Muy reſemble foz a mutabilitie, 

Ok them that doe foz any commontte. 


The people foloweth they: own opintons, 
In their concertes they be ſo wonderful, 
wille the bztdle of they: dil trectons. 
their haſty demeng fo beſtial is and dull, 
Ok dlynd bayard they bꝛayde at a pull. 

to quite the querdons of marceal bountte, 
Ok them that done foz ane commontie, 


This day a pztnce ſtadeth in p peples grace 
Like as they would his name veifye, 
Iboue the ſtarres in Juptters place, ; 
with Mars # Phebus his name to ſtelliſye. 
But by to mozow ther cometh a ſodein (ks, 
D there is a ful feynt ſurette, 
Ok chem that doe foz auy commontte. 


And foz tatt᷑ pꝛme that it is ttuely ſo, 
Call thzee Dcipions to * 


ed 


firſt of Ifrike and ſie both two, (nate 
note in chzonicles their knightlye gouer⸗ 
g heir reſtles labours Romains foz tauice 
Keken age in ward howe theſe pzinces the, 
were lull vngoodly quit by the comonte, 


( Lenuoye, 


12² tragedye ol the Sciptons, 

1 ſo woꝛthy in knighthod and cke notable 
Who made ſo many famous ns, 
fubtect to Rome this ſtozp is no fable, 
where the Komatnes double 4 decetuable 
ſhewed ward to theſe pzinces thee, 
The thanke loſt and guerdon couenable, 


of him that doth foz anp comonte. 
? touns 
able, 


Keken vp in Affrike p Cites and 
Great Chartage with caftels defen 

Keken in Aſie the great poſſeſſions, 

with reuenues very innumerable, 

Reke their triumphes of pꝛiſe incõparable, 
which conſidꝛed pe may a inirroar ſe, 
Howe the guerdouns be faiſe + flaſkiſable, 
ik them that doe koꝛ any comonte, 


They were whilome p Romaine champ(ds, 
ol ſenat ours to ſet the honour ſtable 

To auoide diſcozd and al diſſenctons, 
atwene the comons and ſlates honozable, 
Rut ſhe that is of cuſtome ay chaungeable, 
Foꝛtune in whom map be no ſurete, 
ſdeweth in her whele p guerdons mutable, 
Ok them that done foz any comonte. 


Noble punces peyſe in pour reaſons, 

al wozlvip thing in earth is tranſmiitable, 
Feint and bnſure your dominacions, (ble 
chartre is there none to make the patduta⸗ 
Sozod at departing pour bodies cozripa- 
athing reſembling that neuer had be, (ble 
RKecozdon Sciptds dy guerdõs reſeblable, 
ofthem that done foz any comonte, 


Truſtneuer in pour opintons, 

dut that pour power is eche day remeuable, 
Be not made blind in your diſcrecions, 
but conſider by exaumples reaſonable, - 
$whele cf Foztune lite halard returnable, 
vith lodetne- chaunge of falle felicite, - - 


Booke: 


was to Chartage the ſtrong mighty wall, 


Unto the guerdons daily comparable, 
of them that done foꝛ any comonte. 


Howe Duke Hanniball after many vie. 
tozius dedes murdzed htm ſelf with poyl d. 


C The. xx. Chapter. 


Err to Bochas as J rede. 
Out of Þffrtke and Chartage 
therwithall, 


There came a Duke that had nioſt hatred, 


Agein the Romaines in eſpectal, 
this famous punce called Hanntbal. 
By whoſe pꝛoweſſe as it is wel kno ve, 


the ſaid Komatns were daunted z bought = 


And among other woꝛthy Dukes all, 
as olde chꝛonicles maketh mencton, 
Ok Hannibal the fate is ſobefal, 

at hys birth by diſpolicton, 

That of hys natural conſtellacion, 
Set in the heauen that he ſhould be. 
Perpetuallp enmpe to Rome the Cite. 


Is the ſloꝛp ofhim doth deuile, 

while hys father Duke vohilũ of Chartage, 
Called A milchar did once ſacrefice, 

To hys goddes,and he nine pere of age, 
ſwoze andauowedof hearte and ofcozage 
During hys like without excepcion, 

Euer tobe enmpe vato Rome toun, 


This Martes child this lufty yong knight 


which luceeded in hys fathers right | 
After the death of wozthy Ya 
firſt he made a warte ful moꝛtal. EN 
Getn Saguntines as it is ſpecified, 
Cauſe with Komains that they were alfe5, 


A dzeme he had and was thus in ſentence; 
that he ſhould conquere in bataile, 
Mauger al tho that ſtande at diffence, 

two fitres firſt ſpaine # tha Itaſ 
Doun deſcending with great apparaile, * 
ing the famous river Iberous, 
where he rode alvway victonous. 


With hem of Acriz many aret cheuetemse 
rode thꝛough Gaule fond no * 


Fol. Cxxxv. 


The fifth 


Ok pPyenes by the hie mounternes, Fond fo: the time no better reſiſtence, 
To — the tigour ot hys magnificenre, Saue ne eſcaped fro that ſodein wack, 
Ouer the Alpes by ſturdy violence, of an Oliphaunt he riding on the back, 
Notwithſtãdeng the paſſage was ful wicke 
Ofſlidmng froſtes and ot ſnowes thirke, So impoꝛtable was bis greuous peine, 
only boꝛne vp of marcaal cozage, 
A great party of his people loſt, Pet there he loſt one of us tyen tweine, 
by the conſtremt of that fell paſſage, kept of knighthode one chere ⁊ one viſage, 
Yozſe,Oliphauntes,that many belaunt coſt Though) Itaile deld alwey his paſſage, 
fond great daunger of them in his cartage, Sloughaconſull called Flaminius, 
Iſaur of Bzegauntes wha they fond auad- Thas in the bartatles he was victozius, 
And as Bochas put in remẽbꝛaunte (rage 
Felt great loſſe of al hys ozdenaunce. But tnthys while as ſaith mine auctoure, 
2 Quintus Fabius ſubtil and deceiuable, 
The Apes paſſed with trauaile #gret woe hich was in Rome a famous Diccatour 
thys Hann all with al his chiualcee, which apparcetued by tokens ful notable, 
Ipzochedts the rer of the Poe, No Romain captein was in tho dates able 
Came to a hil that called is Tictnee, As it was ſhe wed by experience, 
which ſtandeth nighe the Citte of auf, Gein Hannibal to make reſiſtence, 
Where a conful called Sctpton, 
Gaue him batatle euen afoze the toun, — conceit he ſubtylly gin ſearch, 
o find a way he did hys bulp peine, 
The ſame tonſul Gneus Scipion, dap by day gan fully theron werch, 
which by pꝛoceſſe of manly Hann dal, Other by fraude oꝛ ſome compaſſed treine. 
was dfſconfited as made is mencion, to lye in waite and ſecretly ozdeine 
Tofoze had a right foule fall. Embuſhmentes to hys auauntages, 
(The ktrſt victozy in eſpeciall. of Hannibal to top the paſſages. 
That he had beyond the mounteius | 1 85 
whan he purpoled taſſeile the Komains, But al hes traines ſerued him of nought. 
| Tx fo: Hannibal thys wozthy Iffrican, 
Sempontus another conſulere, Bade conqueſt ſo pzoudly hath wzought 
that was felowe to the ald Scipion, o lite apzinre anda knightly man, 
Sent eke fro Rome with a ful pzoudchere Foz thilke time that he warres gan, 
Gein Hannxball.bat in his coming doun, agein the Komaines both on ſea and land, 
(Tofoze Treſbye a large mighty toun, That they were keble hys power to ſtand 
Outraped was by fatal auenture, 
Ind after neuer his fall might recure, This Quitus Fabius kept him alway cloſe 
Lying awayte to fal on Hannibal, | 
Ot two conſulers this was the woful fine, and of aſſent che to his purpoſe, 
Sempꝛontus and Gneus Scipton, There was one Uarro mily a wiſe withal 
oner the mountetne called Appennine, Indtheſe tweine in eſpeciall, 
Went — renoun, within Poe a large cuntre, | 
to great damage and great ton, Faught with Hinibal at Cannas the cite. 
Ok hys people that paſſed the mount eines. 
deſtroted with cold. owe. z hideus reines. — ſtozp —— | 
Loſt his knightes,his treſours his goods were fo:ty thouſand ſ latne in battacle, 
There might as tho be made no defence, Emilius Paulus thy ſenatours, 
bis great ſtedes dzownedtn the floodes, Cwenty in numbꝛe that had ben pzetours, 
By the waters mighty violence, and thze hundzed capteins of eſtate Slate 


8 


2Booke. 


Foz wine. wemen and ple ntie of vitayle, 
Full oft ſith cauſe men to etre, 
Make them feble ther enmtes taſſayle, 


And by the ſlaughter ot Emiltus, 
The noble conſul, Romains dil elpey2ed, 


Ind Panniball that dape victouus, 

To his lodgyng is agen repayzed, 

his fone outraped and moꝛtali y appeired, 
knew no refute agayn this maul y knyght, 


Diſpoſeth men rather to reſt and ſlepe, 
Than of theyz enemies foz to take kepe, 


But at miſchief tobe them tothe flight, But whan winter with his froftes colde, 
Was ouer gone in thilke region, 

The which day if that Hanmiball, Hanniball gan his purpoſe holde, 

had them folowed pꝛoudly tothe'town, To lav a ſiege vato Rome towone. 

By the counſayle of one Mahatball, But ſo great raines fyl from heauen down, 

I manly knyght,a punce of hye renoun, So great tempeſt vpon eueryſpde, 

He ſhould haue had full poſſeſſion, Foz the conſtreint he might not abide, 

That dap of Rome like to his entent 

But J ſuppoſe Foztune liſt not aſſent, To koꝛtitie the ſayd Danniall, 


Agapn his enmies where he had adoo 
Sent letters onto Haldzuball. | 


this pꝛoceſſe plainly as IJ reve, 


Dantbal were pzoud# tight pompous, In right great haſt fozto come hym to. 
Of koure victozies dempt 5 » But Fortune her whele hath turned ſo, 
Iboue all other to be moſt gloꝛious, That Haſdzubal where he was loth oꝛ fain 
Ot his courage moſt inly ſurquedous. By Salinatoꝛ vanquiſhed was and ſlayn. 
But oh(alas) a litie ſlouth and pude, 3 
Fo: lacke ofpurſuite his conqueſt ſet aſide, Of which miſchiek and diſcomfiture, 

Fannbbal gan dul in bis courage, 
et in his coqueſt of knightes p; lape ded, Compleined ſoze of this miſauenture, 
f conſulers olde and pong of age, knew no refute agayn this moꝛtall rage, 


with Henatours the pzoceſſe who liſt reve Heard cke ſay that Actrike and Chartage, 


Hlaine in the fteld in that moꝛtall rage. Ver ok new to his confuſion, 
Duke Hanniball ſent vnto Chartage, Strongly warreped by wozthy Scipton, 
Ofclene golde by retoꝛde of vnitynges, | | 
Out of the field thze buſhell ful ot renges, Shar alſo ot Numedpkyng, 
Which agayn Romains gan a warre make 
Ifter foure Victoztes here remembzed, mauger his might and al dis fell wozkyng, 
By and by the pꝛoceſſe who liſt ſee, was by fozee of Scipton ptake. 
which many woꝛthy wer diſmembzed, wherthzough his — gretly gan aſlake 
— — citie, — — —— region, 
gan , K d was alto * 
OfHanniball, by froward auenture, | _ 3 yy 
Set once backe hard Foztune torecure, Thus Hanniball conſtreyned'was of nede, 
Honte to repapꝛe foꝛ reſcus of Chartaae, : 
Iſter the flours of his felicitie, And was alſotn bookes as I rede, 
his nobleCe dzew to decltnacton, The ſame tyme fall farre in age, 
To Capua he went a mighty ſtrong titte. And at miſchief and great difauauntage, 
e to ſotourne as made is mencton, Agayn Scipion ful ltrle might auayle, 
Ahe time of winters colde ſeaſon, + By whom he was lcomfited in battaple. 
where to his luſt and bodly pleaſaunce, 


Of all vitayle fonde great haboundaunce. _ tonſtreyned ok neceſſitte, 
them to ſubmit vnto 3 4 
ils And 


dl. Cxxxvi. 
Slapue by Hanntball in þ moꝛtall debate. Aich made his knightes ſ low to þ warte 


Go02ges agroteyed enboſed their entrayle, 
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And koꝛ they moze hard aduerſitte, 

Carus Setuiltus was fro Rome ſent doun 

ny of —— = — concluſion, 
20CUre , 

—— and death of Hanncball. 


After al his marctall labours, 

His old felititte wexe froward and bnmete 
In holow ymages put all his treafours, 
Toke his paſſage into the Londe of Crete. 
And foꝛtune contrary and vnſwete, 
Made officers kepe his riche ſle. 

in the temple ol Diane the goddeſſe. 


Somewhat foz truſt a partell eke fo: dzede 
To fynde ſuccour he went tothe king, 

of Bithyuy to heipe hym in his nede, 
Called Pzuſtas,but of bis comm 

The ſleeghtte Romatus had kno 

To Bithyny doun they; letters ſent. 

It Hannibal eſcape echeone pe ſhal repẽt. 


The letters read the kyng the ſame day, 
Made his people beſtege the dongeon, 
Where Duke Hannibal of ttuſt a 
An dellitute whan he knew this treaſon, 
Co lcape his enmies danke wilkully poyſs, 
cheſe rather ſo ſyth other cſrape as none 
Than tn the hondes to fall ot his fone, 


Tokoze his death ſayd this Oziſon, 
To al the 
That they would of this falſe treaſon, 


elaye, 


thã his enmies by coſtretnt ſhould him lede 
In chepnes bound he to be they; tal, 
So great deſpight he had ol them at all, 
That leuer he had than byde in then pꝛiſd. 
To murther hymlelf by dzinkyng of popſõ. 


As me ſemeth in this hozrible dede, 

He reſembled the furtes inkernall, 

Of cruell Pluto J trow he toke his mede, 
Voyde of al ceaſon he became beſttall, 

At whoſe terrible feaſt funerall, 
Goddeſſe P2oſerpina came Manes doũ 


The ſame time whan he dzanke poyſon, 


Noble pzinces conſider and take hede, 
Leuing the ſurplus his dedes marctall, 
knightly remember a haue in heart hatrede 
Ok his enpoyſoning in eſpectall. 
Abhomtnable to god and man withal, 
That a pzince ſo famous of renoun, 


ſhould murthcr htmſeif by dzinking of poild 


¶ How pꝛuſias kyng of Bithyny betrayed 
Hannibal! and woulde haue diſhertted his 
ſonne and heyze,and howe afterwardes he 
went a beggyng in ſtraunge londes. 


¶ Cye.xxi. Chapter. 


F in ozder there came to 
| Bochas 
goddes deucutip doun kneipng, 


ol Bithyny the great migdtynpug 


which in his time was called puſias, 


Geatlyſlaundzed and nopſed ofone thing, 
That he was falſe and double in werkyng, 


 Ngeyn the nobleſſe of his eſtate royall, 


tragedy frowardto weite oz rede, 


this fozeſayd manly (ball, 


age the mighty ſtrong toun, 


It was to 


he thought moꝛe manheve, 
to ſley hi — 


Becaule that he betrayed Hannibal. 


This defaute darked the bꝛigh 
Ok his fame and his knightiprenoun, 
And eclepſed his paſſedolde pꝛoweſſe. 
Bp in many a region. 

Alas that euer the condition, 

Ok doublenes by kalſenes of feynyng, 
ſhould be funde and mamelp tu a king. 


Ot this — — procede, * 
which ntball vn 
A — — called — 


tnes, 


fe by vengeaunce moſt moztal Bozne to be heyze bytult fucceſſton, 


| gat his father by falſe colluſton, 
cd hym foz he was pong of age, 
To put hym out of his heritage. 


„ In this matter there grew vp a great ſtrike, 
By p2uſias again this Ntchomede, 

Cauſe that he by his ſeconde vyfe, 

pad a pong ſonne in bokes thus J rede, 
whom he purpoſed to pzeferre in dede. 

Fo: whtche he caſt by ſhozt concluſton, 

Of Nichomede the vtter deſtcuccion, 


Ind tacrompliſh this froward falſe matter 
By full great deliberacion, 

rg rrnbcy — 

Co depztue bym of poſſeſſion, 

Alter this da y by ſubtil falſe wozking, 
In Bithyny he ſhall not repgne as kyng. 


— pod —— = _ . 
t n conſcien 
the nd errand few dogues 
To Nichomede al ofone ſentence, 

their good wyll and their benettolence 
dz euery Loꝛd and etterpgreat Baron, 


Htode whole with dim though al the regts 


Thusby muſt title he was crouned kyng, 
zuſtas foz ſhame and heauines, 

ſtraunge countre(s liued by beggyng, 
deſolate cried foz almes. 

Loe here the ende of treaſon and falſenes, 

Left at miſchtef,mine autout ſayth theſame 

Of pouert fozſoke his owne name. 


He here two thiges 4 take right good hede 
Of p2uſtas the vnware ſodayn miſchaũce, 
The diſherittng done to Nichomede, 

ter tolowung on htm the great venge act 
Is the tozyput in remembzaunce, 

fo; treaſon done odible and moztall, 


Igayne the fozeſayde famous Hauncball. 


How Perſtus of Macedopne kyng 
that empoyſoned his bꝛothet, was 
by Emaltus outrayed and dyed 
in puſon. 


¶ Che. xxti. Chapter. 
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Booke. 


Eſpꝛeint with teares pitcouſly 


wepyng, 

As Bochas ſate in his ſtudy 
alone, 

ext came Perſius of Matedopne kyng, 
Ind moztally he gan ſigh and grone, 
Ind furiouſly fo: to make his mone, 
That he whtlom was of ſo great renoun, 


Conſtreyned after to dye in pzieſon, 


This ſayd 
Eull diſpoſed eke of his condecton, 
Though he of byzth was but abaſtarve, 
He coumpaſſed by falſe colluſion, 

Aktet his father to haue poſſeſſion, 

Is mine autout remembzeth by witting, 
Df Macedoyne to be crouned kyng, 


His father Phil p the Nozp telleth thus, 
Had a ſonne which was pong of age, 
Wiſe and ready called Demetrius, 
Bozne andbegeat truely in martage, 
But Perſtus caſt by furious outrage, 
Hym to deſtrop and murther by poyſort, 
He of that kingdom to baue polleſſion, 


Falſly tompaſſed to his auauntage, 

In his entent Demetrius to depzine, 

Df — which was his heritage, 

Indtherupon he letters gan contrue, 

——ů— — — 
herof kyn greatly was anoyed, 

That he and Þerſius Hould be deſtroped. 


Bp Detnetrius that thought no damage, 
Meint no harme in his optnton, 

pet his father ſuſpicious of courage, 
IndPerſus hym falſe inkoꝛmacion, 
made hym be ſlayn by dꝛynkyng of poyſon, 
Upon a day a thyng abhomtnable, 
Sitting at meate at his fathers table. 


King Philip alter whã he knew the trouth 

Had of his death great compaſſion, 

But al to late and that was great routh, 

Which cauſed after his own deſtruccion. 

Fo: ſozow dyed and of pzeſumpcion, 

rfius after faiſly vſurpyng, 

n MPacedoyn was crowned kyng, | 
Bb. 1. With 


Fol. Crxxvii. 


g ok nature was frowary 


Pl 
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The fifth 


Mith duerſe count reis made his aliaunte 
in Gꝛete 4 Thaace gate frẽdes nere # farre, 
Indofpzide and wilfull gouernaunce, 
Caſt with Romans foz to holde warre, 

ce and youth made hym foz to erre. 
@Tyllaconſullſentfro Rome tovone, 
Bought this perſius vnto deſttuction. 


Called Emil s was this conſulere, 

ſent againe Perſius to haue a great batadle 
HSepng hes doughter heaup of her chere, 
Whan he went out his enmies to aſſaple, 
Made vnto her this vucouth ple, 
why wepe pe ſo, what thing doth you greue 
At mp departyng takyng ok me leue: 


Fatherſquod ſhe ) and pe take hede, 

A whelpe J had that did me great pleaſice 
Called Perſius.the which right now is ded 
And this is chief cauſe only ot my greuice, 
Her father than gan chaunge countenance 
This as token to his encreaſe of gloꝛpe. 


that he of Perſius ſhould haue the viccozy, 


In Macedoyn he and Perſius mette, 
And quite hym there like a manl pe knyght, 
conquereth p lond none might him withlet, 
And manlyput Perſtus to the flight. 
After to Chace he toke the way tyght. 

Of which conqueſt ſhoꝛte pꝛoceſſe to make, 
W his twoldnes Perſtus was there take. 


Emdlius after this victozy, 
Aſtzeth the trtumphe to his un, 
And as it is remembzed in his ſtozp, 
Perſtus foloweth after his chare thzough 
eodemned after to die in piſõ (Rome toun 
the which death he did wel deſerue, 

Fo: he by popfon made his bzother ſterue, 


Chus can Foztune early and eke late, 
Down from her whele and her hye ſtage, 
Ok pꝛoude pꝛinces the ſurquedy abate, 
whan to her luſt ſhe ſeeih moſt auauntage, 
She frowardly can turne her viſage, 

And ſodeinlythe tate of them conſume, 


aboue ther office that wʒõgly liſt pzeſume, 


Amonges which a kyng of Iſraell. 
Agarn the pzccept and lawof Poyſes, 


Called O3as the Bible can wel tell. 
Ok pꝛeſumpcion wilkul and rechles, 
To ſacrifiſe put himſeit᷑ in pzees, 

Like a biſhop in the temple arrayed, 
But oz he paſſed greatly he was afrayed, 


Loſt his ſpeache ſmet with meſelrye, 
Duryng his lyfe loc here a great vengeſice, 
Ok his croune and his regally, 

Impot ent to ble the gouernaunce, 
Perſell foz pꝛide and diſobeyſaunce, 

Fo: he liſt not mekelp the lawe obep, 


Foz which at miſchtet he dyd a Lege deye, 


C Howe Immontus a pꝛinte of Anttoche 


deliting tn pillage and robbzy,with other v6 
tious liumg,fled in womans clothyng,aud 
after was taken and ſlapn, 


¶ Che. xxiu. Chapter. 
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came Ammomus a notable 

—— warriour, | 
To John Bochas to ſhew his heauines. 
In Intioche pztnce and gouernour. 
of which countrey while he was poſſeſſour, 
Had a cuſtome,and this was his trauayle, 
to tobbe the riche and ſpoyle the poꝛaple. 


Spared nother olde noz pong of age, 
toke fro marchauntes treaſour — riches, 
And in delites of lecherous outrage, 


was al his luſt with watche and dzonkenes 


Til in his court of reaſon was matſireſſe, 
Cauſyngthe people thzough al the region, 
To tiſt agein hym by rebellion, 


Contraryhe was to all good diſcipline. 
The people aroſe agayn hym on a day, 
And he foꝛ feare inhabite feminine, 

Like a wet che fled cowardly away. 
Take at miſchtefthere was made no deli 
Faiſly confeſſyng.hearyng many a man 
Again nature that he was a woman. 


The trouth know and \launder rife, 
All ok aſſent the people Intiochene, 
Koſe at once and ſo he loſt his life, 
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Booke. 


hey wer ſo wood agqayn hym in thetr tene 
Thus of Foztune the — is al ay ſene 
Fro bettet to woꝛſe (he can ſo wel triſmue 


The llate of them that wyll no vettue ſue. 


{How one Induſcusoflow byzth bozrie, 
hauimg no title made hemſelf of Bacedotn 
kyngÞAnd after was take and dyed in paſs. 


C The. xx. Chapter. 


Ut of one thyng Foztune is to blame, 
Na ſhe is ſo chaungeable of 
courage, 

Co ſet a boy bnknow of by:th and fame, 
Bpfalſe errour vpon a ropall ſtage. 
foꝛ one Andzuſcus by ſutquedous outrage 
Without title by ſubt ill compaſſyng, 
Of Mate doyn toke on him to be king. 


Colour was none his claim to make ſtable, 

Extept that he ot there and of viſage, 

was to king Pha ot fetures molt fẽblable 

wherbythe people in their kurtous rage, 
opinion of wil ful falſe dotage, 

Igetn reaſon as Bochas doth deſertue, 

that king Philip was riſf fro death to liue. 


whom father of Perſins as J folde, 

*f02 Indziſcus bzought vp tn wꝛetchednes 

Jnpzeſence both of pong andolde, 

tas bolde to clayme by title of rightwifnes 

ſhewpng no ground but perſonall iſkenes 

—_ the people which by their fauour 
royall dignttie rect pueth the honour, 


dl. Crxrviii. 
Is whan a wꝛetthe ts tet in dignitie. 


This Indaffens in his ropall chayet, 

To execute his hate tull crueltie, | 
Gathꝛed people in tountreis farre and nece 
In Matedoyn, avd of olde enmitte, 
Began m e geyne Rome the citie. 
But to withſet his froward falſe entent, 
One Juuentus a pꝛetoʒ was down ſent, 


But becauſe that he was negligent, - 
And of deſpight roke of hym none hede, 


De was outraped and dy Indz\ſcus ſhente; 


With all the people that he dyd lede. 
But the Romains of hope bettet to ſpede, 
Haue ſent Metellus a full manly knight, 


To Matedopn to mete anone ryght. 


This woꝛthy man liſt not long to tare, 


Set pꝛoudliy on in hope it ſheuld auayley* - 


Made Macedoyne to Rome tributaree, - 
Toke Anduſcus manly in battatle, . 
bꝛought him to Rome w mighty apparaple. 
And made him lye fettred tn priſon, 

Foꝛ his outragtous falſe pꝛeſumpcion. 


Thus foꝛ his froward vblurpation. 
That he was haute in his ptoſperitee, 
znew not hymſelf by falſe abufton, 
Blent with a miſt ot blynd felicitte, | 
Lilt not remember of his firſt pouert(e, 
whd to chaſtice Foztune bzought him lowe, 
beeauſe he liſt not hymſelf fo: to know, 


¶ dow one Piompalus by a falſe name 
called Alexander, toke vpon hym to be 


Thus he that was foſtred as a wꝛetche. kyng of Site, and foꝛ extozcion, 
In miſerp and eke in pouerte, | pade.and vnkindnes he dyed * 
—— —— — at miſchiele. 

o hold a ſcepter ofkyngly diqnitie. | 5 
Ind by the ſuppozt of the commontte, ¶ The. xxv. Chapter. 
he gan were pompous and elate, | | 5 
bought vp ol nought whi he ſlode in eſlate Hus can this Lady play het pagent, 
X * By a maner of deynous 
Nothing moze cruel, no nothing moze be: mockery, | 
Aoz maze haſiy to doexecucton, {geable, Hec entermts fozthſerue them ok entente, 
fo: moze deynous noꝛ moze vntreatable, To folke that truſt her onely of fol pe. 
Thanwhan a begger hath dommacion, Ind to purpoſe whilom of Sirte, 
Icurre is woze froward than a ſtrong Lid, 


Ind lembl abip none ſo great crueltie, 


p was a kyng lyke as wzite Bochas, 


alled J\crandcr but truely Pꝛompalas. 
| Bt.iit, Of 


Na | The fifth 
Of which Pꝛompaſus to tell the pꝛoceſſe, Set hym bp in his ropall Nall, 


Fyzſt of dis ryſyng and after of his fal. 
AIntiochus the ſtozye beareth witnes, 
Called Eupater whichin eſpectall, 
Cleymed title to the Nate ropall, 
After his father named Intiochus, 
Epiphanesthe liozy telleth thus, 


Alfcr whoſe death the kyngdom of Sttte, 


Should long by ſucceſſion, 

Co Eupater and eke foz his partie, 
Demetris hoſtage in Rome towne, 
clexmeda title in that region, 

Of Sirte,becauſe Epiphanes, 

Was bother to hym the ſtoꝛy is no les. 


Demetrius fro Rome is come down, 
Into Sitte toclayme his heritage, 
Retemed the croune tobe — b 
gan were pꝛoud ꝑꝛeſumpteous of coꝛage. 
Thus Eupater that was but pong of age, 
excluded was tn Dirte to ſuccede, 

Of Demetrius farther thus J rede, 


Outragtous he was aboue meaſure, 
Kyght vengeable and full of crueltie, 
Patefull alſo to every creature, 
And heauy bozne of wezthy kynges thzee, 
Firſt in Egipt of wozthy Ptholome, 
And ok Attalus in Aſie tho rexgnyng, 
And Artarathes in Cappadoce hyng. 


All ok aſſent agayn him haue conſptred, 
Fonde away Demetrius to depziue, 
His vndoyng ſo ſoʒe they haue deſired, 
And they: entent to execute bliue, 
They gan a fable of purpoſe to conttitle, 


Is heare together as thet went, 
fo hich all Strte at once dyd aſſent, 


@Thet tote a galaunt bozne of lowe linage, 


Called Pꝛompalus of their acquaintaunce. 


And altixmed al ot one courage, 


how he was ſonne and uſt heire in ſubſtãce 
To Eptiphanes, and next heyze in aliaunce, 


to ſuctede by tokens affy; 
Next in Sitte to be crouned kyng, 


Alexander ofpurpoſe they hym cal, 


becauſe thei thought of perſon he was able In Jrabie a mightte ſtrong countrey, 


Maugec Demetrius cruel and vengeable, 
AndFoztune was to them fauouraole, 

Made their purpoſe finally to auayle, 
with whõ Demetrius had a great bataile, 


This Ilexander named Pꝛompalas, 
By Demetrius as put is in memozte, 
Fyꝛſt ouercome, and after fyli this caas, 
He of Demetrius had the victozpe, 
And to encreaſe of his ropali gloz pe, 
Of Fo:tune by ſodain auentute. 
Pꝛompalus the field dyd of hym recure, 


Thus by pꝛomocton of theſe kynges thee, 
TUhan he was crouned kyng of all Strie, 
tu falſe extozcton and hat crueitie, 
this Alexander dyd his wittes apple, 

To tobbyng.pillage, and eke tranny, 

And deſpiſed( ſhoꝛtly to concſude, 

the layd kynges of tugratude. 


He had foꝛgeat his ſtate of pouertee, 
knewe not himſelf of falſe ambicton, 
wedded the doughter of woꝛthy Pthalome, 


_ CalledCleopatra as made is mencton, 


Ind all his labour in conciuſton. 
Was oncly this in Bochas as J rede. 
All the kingdomes about hym to pollede, 


Who al coueteth ſometime al doth leſe, 


One agayn al ſceld hath ſoueraynte. 


Indfoz Pꝛompalus frowardly gan cheſe, 
to holde warre with king Ptholome 
Aud with the fozeſayd wozthpkynges thꝛee, 
Al ok aſſent haue ſuch wates ſought, 

þ by thetr wozkig he was bzought to nought 


Firſt Ptholome fro hym toke his wyke, 
Cleopatra and gaue her in mariage, | 
to one Demettie cauſyng full great ye, 
Fo: he that time was but yong of age. 
But Pꝛompalus afrer by ful great outrage 
With all his power gathzed nye and farce, 
Gayn Demetrye gan to holde warre. 


Together met pzoudly in battadle, 
zompalus conſtrepned cowardly toflce, 
nd whan he ſaw his power dyd fayle, 


zabidus 


zabdius a pztnee of great pouſtte, 


uniſhed and vnkendnes , 
—— in this Pꝛompalas, 


CLenuoye, 


is vice called vnkindnes, 


Kigour condigne flagell noꝛ dureſſe, 


that mayſuffiſe bꝛielly to conclude, 
Igein the vice of cngratitude, 


Law,nature .decrees, rightwiſenes, 


Of euery vertue dirketh che bzightnes, 
Alexander canbeare herof witnes. 


Of Frion oꝛ Stſiphus bothe tweine, 


Aver tolttle to chaſtice oz redzelſe, 


— — in pour demeine, 


Suffer them not haue none inteteſſe, 


Foz t to pour bye nobleſ 
Lure ne your bye e. 


chan is the vice of ingratttude. 


here Bochas wytteth ot the rebel» 


| ns. a ſedictõs in Rome betwent 
Cxibunes a the cõmons thete. 


¶ The. xx vi. Chapter. 


ode hym by force quakyng in his dꝛede. 
— Ptholome ſent anone his hede. 


Sen may two thynges tõſ ider in this taas 
hout title oꝛ clayme of tightwiſenes. 
— king of Strie ſet in great wozthines, 


Chat was bis ende ye geat no moze of me, 
dis head ſmet of and ſent to Ptholome, 


4 1 dy doth naturally complayne, 
Which tapunelh is tozment none ne payne 
Empxſſonyng noꝛ none earthly diſtreſſe, 


Mereatures on this vice complayne, 
this monſter in kynd doth the lyght diſteyn 


Which to his furthzers he of tetches rude, 
Shewed againwardgreat ingratitude, 


ot Cerberus thynfernall treble ehepne, 
No; of Tantalus hunger noz thzuſhines, 


reckon theer toꝛmẽt remeber thetr ſharpnes 
The hateful vice of them that can delude, 
Thetr frendes old by falſe ingratuude. 


gouernaunce of al woaldly richelle, 
Gayn folke vnkynd loke that ye diſdayne, 


is no vice moze hateful to cdcluve 


Olowyng myne autour in ſlozics 
AS mernueylous,: :. Jan 
RES J muſt now unte the Grong 

(- *KELrcbellions, . dun 

Of Gayus tyꝛũ and of Tiberius 

And ok the great hatefull ſeditions. 
meued in Rome twene Tribunes #eomTs 


And by they: ſtrues how they gan cdipyre, 


Foz tatteiue falſly to the Empyꝛe. 


Che pere ſtre hundꝛed by computacton 
- Gayu 


s Gzacchus made titbunt in that age 
After the en tes fyꝛſt foundacion, 
which turned after to full great damage, 
Of common pzofitzf92 by they: moꝛtat tage 
Tumulte and nopie of commons in ð toau 
Cauſed a great parte ot᷑ the ꝑʒ deſtrutttan. 


oz in departing ot chaumpayne herttages 
twene the woꝛthy aud pooꝛe ofthe citte, 
by egal pozcionsGzacchus w faire lãgages 
Had greatly meued al their tommontte. 
By which occaſton in ſtoꝛy men map ſee, 
Another Gzacchus called the ſecounde, 
was ſlayn in Rome and low lapd in groũd. 


After this death ol Gzacchus as J rede. 
Mas choſen a Tribune called Minucius, 
Which fozded the lawes all in dede, 

Df oldGzacchus called Sapus. 

But he that was named Tiverius, 
With helpe of Flaccus Tribunes of eſtate 


In the Capitole began agreat debate. 
They wer ſuppoztedby the commontee, 


| by vocce of people Þ woꝛde of no man know 


Foz Gzacechus partie hte vpon a tree, 

A trumpetſtode: and pꝛoudl y gan to blowe, 
which ſlapn was and fro Þ tree doun thzovs 
by which ſlaughter p boke maketh reherſard 
Flaccus wexe febls his partie gan to fapie. 


Fo: dzede he fled into the territoꝛpe. 
of Janus temple ran vp to a tome, 
Whan Tiberits as put is in me mozit, 
Sa in the citic he had no kauour. 
Deſpeyzed knew no better ſuctour, 
ſweoꝛde ſet at beſt in pꝛeſence of Minerue 
Fully purpoſed afoze her foz to ſtetue. 

4 1 


The fifth 


There ſtode one by and dꝛew his bid aback 
Fro that purpoſe made hym to decline. 
thus Szarc9 party goth day by day to wat 
And Flaccus toke the temple ot Lueme. 
ls ſonne bis freves and almoſt al hts line; 
thet kept thi ſtrõg but mauger theit deffce, 
het wer there ſlain by ſturdy violence , 


while S:accus freves faught fot his party 
And he himſelf conſtreyned was foz dzede, 
to pꝛap aboyof his company, ,. | 
To take a ſweozd and ſ mite of his head, 
Set on a ſpere with the dioud made read, 
Sent it is mother coplaynyng in her tene 
into her caſtle that called was Wiſſene, 


Named Coꝛnelta his mother was in deve, 
Whulom doughter to great Scipion, 
Yer chyldꝛen aul ſlavn as J rede, 


And Eꝛacchus goodes acheted to the towti 
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thereof after made a diudlton, 
By tudgement thzoughout the cite, 
where molt was ne de among the comontte . 


Ok Gꝛacchus ſide fie hũdꝛed ſlain # twein 
Upon an hyll called Juentine, 
And Opimius a confull dyd his pepne 


ok their conſpiring p groũd to ſerch a myne 


And Flaccus partie to bzyng to tuine. 
he ſlough two thouſ and by haſty tudgemẽt, 
Among which was many an innocent. 


ow the of Paſdzuball bꝛe nt 
CY her — — chpidzen 2 


¶ The. xxbii. Chapter. 


Exe John Bochas liſt in 
— eſpeciall, 


No temember how Chartage new 


"DA agayn, 
Deſtroyed was, and how Duke Haſdzuball. 
came to miſchiet᷑ the trouth was well ſeyn, 
Which to rehearfe of new it wer but ban 
Sith here tokoze ts made tlere mencion, 
both of their bꝛennung and their deſtrucelõ. 


Saue here he tellethhow Haſdzubals wyfe 
Onely teſchew = 1758 
cheſe with her childꝛen foz to lele her lyfe, 


And wk ullp of fartous courage, 


She and her ſonne s tẽdet and pong of age 
Amona the flames and the coales ted, 
Conſumed was into aſhes ded. 


wido the fir wat bunt that cette, 


and made towies and the ſtrong wall, 


which was betraped tac ly of Gnee, 

Akoze remembꝛed the kyers funeral. 

And afrer long the wife of Þaſdzuball, 
chaſe rather dye with her chidzen twapne, 
than among Komatns toztoliue in pain. 


COf Machabeus Jonathas ta» 
kenbyrhe kyngof Seria 


C.The.xxvitt, Chapter, | 

H ozder ſupng vnto John 
Bothas, 

There appeared an heauy man 
Machabeus the wozthy Jonathas, 
Which occupied foz votſedom and fo: 
office of punte ot pueſthode and of q 


Bytitle of Juda of warres toke thempuſe, 
Byclayme of Leup as pzteſt dpd ſacritice, 


The lawe of Jewes manly to defende, 


 TVithall the londe of pzomtſſion, 


this Jorathasfull knighrly dyd entende, 
er mT 
! E r 2 

by traynes tompaſſed — faiſly hold. 
toke Jonathas of whom right now J told, 


Machabeoum is rehearſed all, 

of hys knyghthode and of hes woꝛthines. 
with al the treaſons Mmeſpeccall, * 
wꝛouqt by Trephs by many great falſnes 
His ſubtil lTeightes and his doublenes, 
Them to rehearle pe geat no moꝛe of me, 
Foz in the Bible the ſtozp ye map ſee. 


Howe Demetrius the ſeconde 
loſte at the laſt his head. 


¶ The. xxix. Chapter, 


WBodke. dl. Cxl. 


ut 7 wyll returne to Demetrius, to goe and tome at his auauntage. 
That called was Demetrius the Foꝛ whele his wife held with him reſidence 

ſeconde, a ther dempt his childze wer ſuffiſat hoſtage 
which by diſcent came fro Antiochus, But he was tuer vnſtable of his coucage, 
Ind by his manhode as it was wel founde, TUith Callimandꝛus the fozeſaydknyght, 
dpd the pꝛide ol kyng Pꝛompalus contoũde thze times take and bꝛought again by klighe 
Called à lexandet wich by great outrage, | 


his father fro his heritage. And foz he was ſo diuers manifolde, 
_ _ kyng Phzabartes in tokt he was vnſtable, 
This Demetrius famous andnotable, Sent him the dees foꝛged ſquare of golds 
Upon Parthians had many great victozpe To play racket as a chylde chaungeable, 
tyll vyng Jrſacides double and decemable, His diſpoſicion was ſo vartable, 

ſelfdeliting greatly in bamglozye, But foz to reſtrepne his condicion, 
By his ſleightie fraudes decepto2ye, De was ekt take and fettred in pꝛiſon. 
vnder 8 ſhadow of kein yng and kalſe chere, 
toke Demetrius buwarely pziſonere, But whan Foztune had geuen hym a pul, 
By many diuers ſtraunge aduerſitie, 


Ind to gret hendung a \latider of his name fo puniſh him moze Phaahartes waxeth dul 

3rſacides by a maner mockery, And Demetrius ofpuſon was made free, 

Made Demetrius foz deſpite and ſhame, Full reſtoꝛed agayn to his countree, 

Poozely arrayed of hate and great enupe, U are pꝛoud agapn of new it is ſo fal, 

#0; tobe led thꝛough all Strie, That he was hated of his lieges al. 

Made hym after by great auiſement, 

to wedde his doughter again his own ftent — — his mother that was quene, 
Ofa t and wife to Ptholome, 

Chis Demetrius was kept out ot pꝛees, Was her lozd at ſtrife who lyſt to ſeen 


that but few had ol hym a ſyghe, which turned after to great aduerſite. 

Unto tyme that Arſacides, But to trfgth her party thus wzought (ſhe 

Was dead and paſſed fo; al his great might Made her ſonne foz to take on honde, 

Chan he caſt to eſcape away by flight. Foz her to fight agayn her houlebonde, 

Indſecretelyto accompliſh his entent, 

he gat him counſatle that was ol his aſſ᷑t. But Ptholomeus called Euergetes, | 
Gayn Demetrius defendyng his countrep 

Calllmandzus a Loꝛd of that countre, Made zebenna to put hymſ eit᷑ in pꝛees. 

which that was of his aſſent in dede, Sonne of a marchaunt bozne of low degre 

In then klyght to kepe them moze ſecre, to make a clatme by falſe ſubtilte, 

made Demetrius foz to chaunge his wede. Of all Sirie to haue poſſeſſion, 

And pe wayes fozth he dydhym lede, Foz hym alledapng title of adopcton, 

butal foz nought his flight was but in vain 

foby strong purſutt he was take agayne, — — BY 

apmyngt p dom of Sitte 

Ater by conſtreint pꝛeſented to the king, Onelpterclude the — a 

that he gan ware weary ok his lyte, Ind Ptholomeus to ſuſteyne the partye, 

Kept moze treitly folkeon hym waytyng, Of zebenna with al his chiualrye, 


Indmauger him pzeſented to his wife, Gathzed in Egipt and countreys enupꝛon, 
withher to abide full heauy and penſife, yn Demetrius pꝛoudly is come doune, 
But wha thei had chuldꝛẽ atwene thẽ twein os | 
Togo moze large looſed was his cheyne, Ind Foztune with her double face, 

Cauſed the countrey by rebellion, 
Indthus he hap ſpace and fre liſente. That Demetrius ſtode clene out _ 
Whercbp 
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Wherby the people of that region, caſt a meane by whiche he teas deſtroyed, 
Wer whole agayn hym in then opinion, 
That by Ptholomes wonderfull werkyng, There was acoſinÞ called was G2twphus, 
zebenna there recepyued was as kyng. To Intforhus,andof the ſame line. 

M hich by title of Demetrius, 
Thus zebenna by falſe tntruſion, rlaymeth as heyꝛe by many vncouth ſyqne. 
Ok all Sirie was made Loꝛde and kyng, To reiqne in Sitte, a pꝛoudiy gan maligne 
Title was there none but colluſion, Agayn zedenna whole partie to ſuppozr, 
Texclude Demetrius by ſubtil rompaſſing Stode Antiochus chief as J tan repoꝛtt. 
pet as J fpnde his partie defendyng, 
How Demetrius zebenna gan aſlayle, This \ayd Guphus yong and tender of age 
their quarel darrepned W a great battatle, By the fozthzyng and ſuppoztacton, 

| Of Intrwochushad in mariage , 

eat people ſlaine bpon other Tyde, Hts owne doughter with great poſſeſſton, 
Demetrius put from his region, That zebenna foz ſhozt concluſion, 
Jud overcome fo} his great pꝛide, Compelled was foz al his great might, 
At great miſchief to his confuſion, To Anttoche koz to take his flyght, 
hauyng no ſuccour nozronſolacion, 
But with a few choſe oł his meynye, Ind there he kyll in ſo great pouertte, 
Fled by water to Tire the cite. Fayled money fo: to pay wages, 

The ſouldters which in that rountrey, 
Like as he would haue lfued there in pers, Abe vpon hym of all maner ages, 
By a faint maner of perfeccion, Straunge folke and ſondzy of languages, 
TUithtn the temple of mightte Hercules, Tyeues, mut dꝛets, manſleers, and pillouts 
Under a ſhadow ot religion. Firſt of Tupiter aſſeplyng the treaſours, 
But ſodetnly at his commyng down 


nto Tire, and at his arriuayle, To his diſlaander perpetuallof memozye, 


his head he loſt what might his pztde auniler the defame aroſe ſo manifolve, 


In Jouts temple the baner of victozie, 
¶ How zebenna kyngof Strta by intruſi - He toke away that was of maſſife gold, 


on entring. had miſchieuous endyng. With a great ymage that ſtode there or old 
Ok gold alſo with other mo treaſours, 
¶ The. xxx. Chapter. with whtch pillage he pated His ſouldiours, 


E VDuchrng zebenna ot whom Offacrilege hauyng no conſcience, 
M9 YT lpake tofo:ne, Teſcape away he entred is the ſce, 
Pooxely bzought vp and ot lowe But Eolus by great violence, 
ltnage, | With wynde and tempeſt as he dyd flee, 
pnred but a begger bome, Dyd vnto hym full great aduerſitee. 
Came tofoze Bochas triſt of his viſage, And al his meynte fozfoke hym of entent, 
Soꝛe weptng,muer of language, And he was take and to Gztphus ſent, 
Gan complain his woful auenture, 
-Unware aud ſodayne impoſſible to rerure. King of Sirie to who whi he was bought 
| aue on hym bytudgement this ſentence, 
Hts condicions ſomewhat dull and rude, Foz ſacrilege that he had yzought. 
firſt in pouertpe.pzoude,andpzeſumpteous, Spoylyng temples by great violence, 
Appeched after of great gratitude, Dopng to 8 no maner reuerence. 
Shewed in his lefe to kyng Antiochus, = fo which Gziphus comatided hath as cudge 
Dis kfyꝛũ furtherer the nloꝛp telleth thus, p he to be ſlain there was no better refuge. 
Foz which Anttochus greatly was anoped, Of 


Booke. — Pol. Cxli. 
Otbyrth a boy clambe dy to ropall ſtage. Hauyng defpight in his opinion, 
B20ught vp of nought and ſet in dignitie, to the Romains any wyſe to obey, 
knew not hemſe lk we xe cruellof courage, But pꝛoudly eaſt agayne them to werte. 
Jrole fro pouert to great pꝛoſperitie. n 
But t Foztunes mut abilitte, Hts labour was to ſtonde in fraunchiſe, 
that blind lo made her power Aretche And be at large from theyzſubtceeton, 
3s he began to enden as a wetthe. Gan of pude ther Lozyſhip to deſptle, 

Gathed people ofpzeſumpcion, | 

geckoned the ſtates ot wozldiy regall p. Whom fo2 to mete Fabius was ſent dovwne 


number of meyny.gold.treaſour,x ticheſſe. 
Stately taſte ls palace on eche partie, 
c6queſt by Foztune climbing to hie noble ſſe 
Cruel ſweoꝛd conue ped by wil kulne ſle, 
power extoꝛte with couetiſe oppzeſſyng, 
cauſeth deſtruccion of many earthly kyng, 


But in contrary who liſt hymſelf know, 
and is by grate enchined to mekenes, 
though he fro pouerte in ſtreitnes bzought 
is by vertue cclined to woꝛchines vp low 


v ſcevter ofpeace ⁊ ſweoꝛd of rightwilnes 
Judifferentlyhis domes deme ning. 
Such ons is able to be cleped a kyng. 


duhat ts chief cauſe, ground. and eceaſton, 
That punces oft ſtonde in ieopardpe, 

Ok wozldly — in fuch diu ton. 
repgnyng among them the ſerpent of enupt 
Simulacion,feynyng klatterp. 

The ſooth out ſearched whoſo liſt to loke, 
By many tragedy expert in this boke. 


Betuity of the Jucrnols was 
— tmpaſon, 


C The,rxx(.Chaptet. 


A4 Jtuttus next of Juernoys kyng, 
1 gynnyng 


Othis diſtreCe the oꝛder rehearſyng, 

Aud how that he was made feble and feint 
Again the Romains meſchicuouſly atteint, 
—— to mainteme his quarel, 
caft of pꝛide agapne them to rebe li. 


But it is fyzt put in temembꝛaunee, 

Gaul — vnto Fraunce 
on N b 
which Bituitus ſiodẽ in polleſſion, 


a mighty cõſul which kntghtly toke on hõd 
Foz that pattte Bituitus to withſtond, 


Ok whoſe comming Bikuttas toke diſdatry 
becauſe the folke vohiche Fabrus dyd lede, 

Wer but fewꝛand whan he hath them ſepn, 
he ſaid of ſcom this people who taketh hede 
Map not ſuffiſe mine houndes foz to fede , 
wha thet be lame tofewthet be in number. 
with multitude that Jſhal them encomber, 


In hundꝛed thouſad in hes dauward he had 
that paſſe ſhould ot᷑ Juuerne the rtuere, 
Andfoureſcoze thouſand beſyde that he lad 
the conſul Fabius met him with good chere 
whi he was palſedof Rhodanus p datiger, 
Faugyt all the day tyll it dʒew to night, 

Þ Komatns wi they; foue wer put toklighs 


At the riuer like as ſayth the boke, 
there wer dꝛouned + bzought to miſchauner 
Fiftie thouſand as thet the water toke, 
Thzough Foztunes frowarde vartaunce. 
And byatrain tencreaſe of his greuaunce, 
Bituitus take was of the Romarnes, 
Damned topztlou there to dye in chaynes. 


C How the tirant Ptholomeus Euergetes 
wedded quene Cleopat her eldeſte 
ldne.cxdedhts wie, c wedded her doughter 


Che.rrxit,Chapter, 


— death piteouſly to reade 
Andiene, 

Ot Eptphanes the great Ptholome, 
Came the doughter Cleopatra the quene, 
Gan compleyn her great aduerſitte, 

Her ſoz0w furtous defaced her beautie, = 
Her chekes white of blond aud teres ment 
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Kent with her hides wer piteouſly beſpꝛẽt. 


To Phtlometoz ſhe wedded was alone, 
Ehilon ſonne to Ptholome the kyng, 
And by her Lozde in true wedlocke bozne, 
Two ſonnes ſhe had as by old waiting. 
After whoſe death anon bpſuyng, 

To Euergetes a pztnce pong ok age, 

She was again toyue d in matiage. 


By title of her in Egipt Lozde and Sire, 
kyng of that londe cruell and deſpiteous, 
whole ſtoꝛy ſheweth no kingd0 noꝛ Empire 
Mapyofthemſelf make no man vertuous, 
Foz lie a Tiger this tixant furious, 
eldeſt ſonne day of theyz martage, 
e to be heire he ſlough of moztal rage. 


Not after long this cxtozt erueltie, 

Alde they had ch\dzen atwene them twein, 
Out ot Egtpthe made her foz to flee, 
And ot malice he gan at her diſdayne, 
Itrowe ſhe had matter foz to playne. 

He toke her doughter whan þ ſhe was gon, 
Again nature and wedded her anon. 


She called was Cleopatra alſo, 


but Euergetes to ſhew him moze bẽgeable 


Agapn her mother that was fco Egipt go, 
titie which was to her fanourable, 
Che people exyled, he wood # vntreatable, 
In her deſpight gaue that noble towne, 
Ofyatefull malice to a ſtraunge nacion. 


But wha he knew thzough his eruel dedes, 
And gan conteiue how he was culpable, 
Saw agein him the manifold hatredes, 
Aud conſpiracion of ſtares honoꝛable: 

Pe at large tobe moze bengeable, 

Sayn Cleopatra to ginne an bucouth ftrife 
Went into exple with his new wyke. 


Gathzed people his old wike to aſſaple, 
On her chldzen to ſhe wo moze vengeaunce 
A dap aſſigned held with her battaple: 

but which of them was dzteuen to bttrafiee 
mine autour plainly put not in remẽbꝛaũce 
But ſupng after, thus of hym J reve, 
Yowe of malice he wzought a cruel dede, 


Thc to rehearſe is nother good ne fepe, 


But terrible and abhominable, 


He diſmembꝛed her ſonne and his hepꝛe, 
on pices ſmal this tirant moſt vengeable, 
And whanthe mother ſat at her royal table 
With bodp and head at a ſolemnitie, 
Lete her be (erued offcoward crueltte, 


wWherok all Egipt had indignacion, 

And fo: to auenge hes cruelgreat outrage, 
— coke his p — — | 
#hts coate armure 1020 gret coltage 
Fro they: temples tent out his pmage, 
In token he was a tant moſt atteint, 
eche thing defaced that was ofyim depeint, 


Whole hateful ſtoꝛy replete of wzetchednes 

ful of vengeaunce and froward miſchteues 

Therfoze J deme Bochas lit not expꝛelſe, 
Moze of his like fulfilled of all repzeues, 

Ok Cleopatra wiite not the finall areues, 

n this Chapter what kat ali way het toke, 
ſt the matter ſhould deface Hts boke, 


CT How ttha by intruſton of Nu: 
medp trough the rightful heires, 
e 


andafter h [fe was dꝛouned. 


C Tye. xxxui. Chapter. 


Fter this woful deadly auenture, 

Ok Cleopatra, whole ſtozy is ful old, 

Came 7 þ manly man to luck, 
Indto John Bochas hath hes tale told, 
Ok his conqueſt and dedes mantkolde, 
Sudtil of wit, and as mine autour ſayth. 
Gaue lit le fozce foz to bzeake his fayth, 


But in oer the ſloꝛp to conuep. 

Ok Jugurtha and of his kinred, 
Maſiniſſa kyng of Numedy ſoth toſey, 
His vncie was and alſo as J rede, 

The ſayd kyng had a ſonne in dede, 
Called Micipla eldeſt in wʒiting. 

Ifter his dap to raygne as kyng, 


This Maſtniſſa ozdeyned afterwarde, 
Tofoze his death of whole entencion, 
Becauſe Jugurtha was bozne a baſlarde, 
To depztue hym of all ſucceſſion, 


In his teſtament,but in concluſton. 
ps ſonne Mtcipla afterward made kyng, 
was to Jugurtha frendly and louing. 


Micipſa tad twoſonnes as J fynd, 

the tone of them called Adherbales, 

the ſecond the ſtozy maketh mynd. 

was that time named Hiempſales, 

with whom Jugurtha put himſelf in pzees, 
Foz to abide and dwel tn eſpecial, 

pte as their colyn tn thepʒ court royal, 


cd eriched ful welbecauſe$he was wyſe, 
and right likely of diſpoſicion, 

choſen afterward foz a ſyngulet pꝛyſe, 
togoe to Spaygne to helpe Scipion. 

Gayn Aamautines a famous mighty toun 
gthere Jugurtha ſo knightly hath begbne, 
that by his nobleſſe p toun anon was wone 


Ind toremembze his knyghthod dfentent, 


; Boone: 


Fol. Cxlii. 
Of this murder a coloured falſe pardon, 


By which he toke a maner hardineſſe, 
Of tyzanny in hem wel exerciſed: - 
Gadꝛed people of hateful curſednes, 
And in hemſelfe gan curſedly deapyſe, 
_— theſelfe ſame gyſe. 

ffalſe murder I meane now none othet, 
to flea Adherbal theſecondbzother, 


he alone by falſe intruſion, 
Hume dy might de loꝛd and king: 


the noyſe was bozne dy | * wait 
of which p griefes A . — 
bꝛought furth in hindzing of his name, 
Frutte of diſlaunder and repozt of diffame; 


Mortal tredfon was cured bnder floures, 
Co ſaue himſelfe by ſome ſubtiſte, 
And ſpectrally with his great treafours, 


dis woozthtnes and his hye renoun, Cappeaſe the ſenate it it would haue de. 
Co letters wer down lent, But thereageyn al the commonte; - 
Bythe fozeſapd wozthy Scion, Made md lobes oy 
which gaue ſo great a commendacion, On his kalle murver to doe cozreccion; 
to Jugurtha him calling in chat werre, | 
Of manly pzowelle the yong lode terre, Foure thouſand mẽ of armes wer doun (s& 
: With a pzetour called Atteſins: 
king Mitipſa receitued him notably, The which pꝛetour ſet al his entent, 
Ind called htm fonne by adopcion, to gadze treaſour foz he was coueton 
The kyng dyed but Jugurtha trayteroufly And couetiſe is contrarions, --- 
2 rt ney he pꝛe by ſucceſſion, Unto kntghthod as autoꝛs al expꝛeſſe, 
he of that realme to haue poſſeſſion. And ſtepmother vnto woozthtnes, 
This was tzis cuſtom how euer þ title ſtode | | 
byCaughter and murder foz to geat goode, A ſiege he layd about a mighty cowe 
wherin Jugurtha put al his riches, 
de liſt to goddes doe no reverence, Thefiege was layd fo; loue of þtreaſotic, 
Of hes nature welful and rechles, e than koꝛ wo:lhip oz koꝛ wozthenes, 
Touching th laughter of iempfales, = There vſebhteddrought Pute milchalie 
er ol Hi 5, re diſc 201 nto mil chaũ 
Faſlypzactiſed fo: his owne encrees, Alter foz mede made his alliaunce,- - y 
in which murdze Romayns haue ſẽt down * ous | 
Iconſulere to doe cozreecion, — 1 —— 5 
Cauſed Akeite thzough falſe cheuttaunce, 
7 called that was ſent, They together diſlaundzed by difame, 
Only to puniſh that yozrible dede, them to withdzawe fro the obeyſaunce, 
But veith treaſour his eyen wer ſo bleint, Ot the Komayns.X moze them ſelf tauaũce 
Ok execution that he toke none hede. to then purpoſe cozrupted with creaſour, 
The Komapns ouercome with mede, Mann a tribune and many a ſenatour. 
Gaue to Jugurtha by colluſion, Ct.. 


Thus of his etueitte, murder # falſe treaſor 


The kifth 


Ok new agayn al the commontie, 
Fro Rome ſent Cains Martius. 
— n — _—_ 8 bh, 
ww; ugurtha the tyzant , 
which to rekourme the ſapd Cactus, 
A conſulere of purpoſe was ſent do won. 
A manly knight and famous of renoun, 


Ful notablythe warres he began, 
wzoughe euety thing of hye pzoudence, 
And Foztune which helpeth a hardy man, 
Gaue him great fauour by het cufluence, 
Ind alder dr he did his diligence, 

Foz to auoyde all that wer vicious, 
Delicate people and folkes lecherous, 


A day was ſet and taken dbattayle, 
By Jugut tha dy falſe ſubtiltie. 


much good which might not auaile 


ko haue cozrupt it it would haue be, 
The ſapd Martius but euer in one degre, 
He ſtode ay ſtable, vpꝛiqht as a wall, 

And toke none hede to his pzofer at all. 


Than Jugurtha in party deſ D, 
——— within 2 
But like a man hyndꝛed and appeyzed, 


3 purpoſe anone a new thyng, 
— Ne E tornag 
Bim to ſuccour ageynthis Marius, 


Twene 
the which laſt but a litle ſpace. 

Foz king Bocchus gan kal in repentance, 
Caſt he would reſozt to the grace, 

Ok the Romayns, and no moze treſpaſe. 
And toperfourme this entencton, 

De made eo Marius this mediacion, 


There was one Oylla called a Nueſloz, 
Of Marius hoſt had gouernaunce, 

Foz king Bocchus he was medcatour, 
That there was newly accowdance, 


twene hem and Catus,5 by the puruepance 
— CO 


Maugre his might, and to Marius ſent, 
And al his kingdom without reſiſkence, 


Agein to Romapus came vnder obexſance, 


the was made of newe an alliance 


' Nougd rightful 


And Martus fo:gaue them their offence, 
Kecetued them bnder aſſurance 

that he (hal not by dome doe no vengeance, 
to punilh the treſpaſſes that they did atom 
the ſpace accounted fco time they wer bozn, 


£ taken almoſt foz anger mad, 
Was bzought to Rome ⁊ fetred in pʒieſon 
to Tatpeia an hye hil he was lad, 
Judgement youe fo; his falſe treaſon, 
Bound to 4 ſtone and after thꝛowe down, 
Fro the place full hye where he Node, 
without mercy into Tpbze floods. 


TR may be wel calleda tragedy, 

1 By deſertpcion taking autozttie, 

Foz tragedy as Poetes ſpecitpe, 

Gynneth with iope endeth with aduerſitte, 
From hye eſtate caſt in lowe degree, 
Example taken this ſtozy ſayth artaht, 
Of Jugurtha that was firſt a good knyaht, 


At his ginning famous in chtualry, 

Sate Numantia of Spayn a great Citte 

But in repayzing home to tyat partie, 
meane whan he came home to his cutter, 
e thanged knighthod into crueltie. 

neoith couetiſe ſoblynded was the ſight, 


Ol Jugurtha that firſt was a good knight, 


His wit his power. he wholy did appl ye 
To hateful murder, fraude and lubtiltie 
Bextoꝛt tytle htmlelfe to 1 lie 

heires reft the their libertie 
by falte intruſion clambe vp to their ſee 

t gaue no fozce whether it wer wꝛog c right ' 
A thing contrary to euery wozthy knight, 


Noble pztnces lift vp pour heartes eye. 
within your ſelte temembꝛe and doꝛ ſee 
Ok this mardze the hatefull tyꝛanny 
With oppꝛeſſion done to the commontte 
His gynning good a curſed end had he, 
Murdze crycth vengeaunce day and 

A thing contrary to every woozthy kn 


¶ The ende of the 
fifth booke, 


W 


here Bothas ſitting in his ſtu⸗ 
dye alone, wꝛiteth a great pꝛoteſſe 
howe Foꝛtune lyke a monſtruous 
mage hauing an hũdꝛed handes 
appeared vnto hym and ſpake, 
and Bochas vnto her: Makyng 
betwene them both many gret ar- 
qumenfes # reaſons of Foꝛtunes 
chaunces. 


¶ The fx:\t Chapter. 


— his ſtudye alone as 
Fe toove, 

5 +6 his pẽne in hond of ſodein 
TR 


auenture, 


To remembze he thought 
it did him good, 
bdowe that no man maye 
bimſelf aſſure 
In woꝛldly thinges fully to recure, 


G, ate of Foztune to make her to be ſtable 


ae BE 


Her dayly chaunges be ſo bariable, 


She bꝛaydeth euer on the chauntplure 
now (0g,now we ping. now wo now gladnes 
Now in mirth now in peyn to endure (nes 
now light, nom heup, now bitter, nom ſwete⸗ 
Now in trouble now free,now in diſtreſſe, 
She wing to vs a maner reſemblaunce. 
No wozldly welth hath here none aſſurice, 


while Bochas penlief ſtode in his libzary 

with chere oppzeſſedpale in his viſage, 

Sumdele abaſhed alone and ſolctary, 

To him appeared a monſtruous ymage, 

Parted on t weyne of colour and cozage, 

t right ſyde full of ſomer ſtours, | 

e tother oppꝛelled w winters "__ ſho⸗ 
| | wes 

Bothas aſtonied feareful foz to abzapde, 


whan he beheld the wonderfull figuce 


Of Foꝛtune, thus to himſelte he ſayde: 
what may this me ane, is this a creature: 
Oꝛ a monſtte tranſtourmed ageins nature? 
whoſe bꝛẽning tyen ſparkling of their light 
As do ſterres the froſty —_ 3 


Mont <a 
Andok herchete ful good hede hetoke, t deve her legth her ſhape a her Nature, 
face ſeming crueli and terrible, n hundzed handes armes there he told, 
Ind by diſdeyne manaſing of looke, noherok aſtonie d his heart gan were cold, 
r heere vntrulſed hard, ſharpe 4 hoztible And among al her members euerychone, 
roward of ſhape.lothſome andodible, Pe ſempt lhe had no fete vpon to gone. 
In — —— — ; Ind while that he conſized al this thing, 
n lun k her es to . 
n | twene them as it wer in a traunce, 
Some of her hondes litt bp men aloft, She ſodepnly toward him loking. 
Co hye eſtate of wonldlip —— He tontetued by het countenauuce, 
Another hond gryped ful vnſoft, wer it fo2 pꝛe wet it foꝛ pleaſaunce, 
Other fo2 fauour other foz diſdeyne, 


Bytye maner ſhe woulde ſumvobat ſepne; 
Gaue ſome alſoby repozt a good name. 


Noyſed another of launder and diſtame. Loking aſcoyne as ſhe had had daldeyne, 
3 Bochas( quod ſhe) I know al thine enten 

Her habtte was ol mantfolde colours, Dow thou trauaylelt beſteſt thee in vepne, 

watchet blewe of feynev iedfaſtnes, In thy ſtudy euer diligent, 

her gold alleyed lyke ſſine in watry ſhowzes Now in the weſt now in the Ozten, 

metnt W light grene fo2 chige # doublenes To learch ſtoztes Nozth and Meridien, 

A pꝛetens red dzede meint with hardines, Ok wozthy pzinces that hertofoze haue been 

white toz clennes like ſone foz to fayle, 

Feynte blacke foz mourning,rullet foz tra: Some dwelled vnder the pole Artike, 

(uaple. By my fauour vpꝛeyſed to the ſterres, 

Her colours meint of wolles moze than one Other vnder the pole Antertike, 

ſũ while erlipſed. ſũ while ſhe ſhone bught: which in tontraty fro vs ſo karte is. 

Dull as an ũſſe when men had haſt to gone Some encrealed z ſet vp by the werres, 

tt as a (walow geriſh ot her fleght ght Like as me liſt their triumphes to auaunct 

twene flouth a wirt now croked now vpzt- Frowning on other Jbzought them to me 

Now as a creple love coozbed down, (chaunce 

Now a Duery and now a Champion, I ſee the beſy remembztng by ſeriptures, 
Stoꝛies of pzinces in euery maner age, 
As mp fauour folowed theit auentures, 
Byhumble ſtple ſet in plepn language, 
Not made curcous by none aduauntage, 
Df Kethoztkes with Muſis foz to ſtryue, 
but in plein fourme their dedes to deſcriue 


In which pzocefſe thou volt gret diligence 
as they deſerue to yeue the thanke oz blame 
—— — rs Setteſt vp one in ropal excellence, 
taple behpnd very lerpentine, within mine houſe called the houſe of fame 
Now debonapꝛe. now froward to doe grace the gold? trumpet ww blaſtes of good name, 
Now as a lambe treatable and benigne. @Cnhaunceth one tokul hye parties | 
Now ltke a walke ol nature to maligne, where Juptter fitteth amdg p yeudly ſkies, 
Now Cirenes to ſing folke a lepe, 
{Til Caribdis dzown them in the depe. Another trumpet of ſownes ful vengeablc 
Thus John Bochas conſidꝛyng her figure — — — 
ng > colour ſabie, 
An her ketures in ozder he gan beholde, Farte fro mp fauouc deadly and moztall, 


Co plonge pꝛinees from thetr eſtate royal, 
whon J am wꝛoth to make them loute lowe 
Than of malice J doe that trumpet blowe, 


Thou haſt wztttf and ſet together in groſe 
Like therr deſerte wozldlp mennes dedes, 
ng conceled noz vnder couert cloſe, 
SparedÞ crownes noz their purple wedes 
ther gold ſcepters but youe the ther meds 
crouned one W laurer hie on his head vp ſet 
Other with perumke made foz the gibet. 


. Thus dinerſly my giftes J depart, 

One accepted another is refuſed, 

Like haſardours my dice J doe ic opatt, 
One wel fozthered another is acculed, 

Py play is double my truſt is cuer abuled, 
though one to dap my fauour hath wonne, 
to moꝛowe agein J can eclipſe his ſonne, 


1 Cauſe of my cumming pleinly to declare, 

vy good auiſe bnto thy pꝛeſence, 

Js to lhe we my maners and not ſpare, 
Ind my condictons bzeuely in ſentence, 
Pꝛeue dot old and newe experience, 
pleynly to ſhewe me liſt not foz to rowne, 
today J flatter to mozow J ca wel frowne 


This houre I can ſhewe me marciable, 
Indſodeynly J can be diſpiteous, 

Nowe well wille d. haftely vengeable, 
Nowſobze of chere, now haſty and furious 
my play bneouth my maneres meruelous, 
bzaidon p wind. now glad # now J mourne 
lke a wedzecock my face t ch day J tourue. 


Wherm Bochas J tel the pet agein, 
Thou doeſt foly thy wittes foꝛ to plye, 
althy labour thou ſpilleſt in vaine, 

Gem mp manets fo fully to replye, 
bythy writing to finda remedy, 
Tointerrupt in thy laſt dawes, 

My ſtatutes and mp cuſtomable lawes. 


Athe laboures of Philoſophers olde, 
Travale of es my maners to 
bath ben of yoze to ſay like as they would, 
Ouer my kredome the ſoucreinte to haue, 
But of my lawes the liberties to ſaue,. 
Upon my whe le they ſhal them not diffend, 


K 


Booke. 


Pol. Cxlliſi. 
But whan me lil that they ſhal diſcend. 


Why ſhould men put me in blame, 
Tofolowe the nature of my double play? 
with new buddes doth not Uer the ſame, 
whan pztmeroſes appere freſhe and gay? 
To day they ſhewe to mozowe gon away, 
Somer after offloures hath foyſon, 

Tyl June with ſithes after mow the doun 


Now is the ſea calme and blaundtſhing, 
Nowe are the wtndes confoztable and (dl, 
Nowe ts Bozeas ſturdy in blowing. 

which ſhepe and bloſmes areueth dl, 
why alſo (ſhould J not haue my wl, 

to ſhewe myſelf now ſmoth r after trouble 
Sith to my kind it longeth to be double: 


No man ſo farre is kal in wꝛetchedneſſe, 
but that he ſtandeth in ttuſt to riſe ageine, 
Noz none ſo depe plonged in diſtreſſe. 
Noz with diſpayze noꝛ wanhope ouerleme, 
But that there is [ſome hope left certeine, 
To yeue htm confozt ſerutnghys entent, 
to be releued whan me iſt aſſent, 


The earth is clad in motlapes white 4 read 
whan Eſtas entreth with violettes ſote, 
Che greaues grene and in every mede 
bawme fleteth which doth to heatts bote, 
uguſt paſſed agem into the rote 

By courſe of nature the vertue doth reſozs 
By teuolucion to kind J me repozt, 


Who ſhould than debarre me to be double, 
Sith doubleneslongeth to me of right: 
now freſhe dd ſomer now th winter trouble 
nowblind of loke darke as p cloudy n 
Nowe glad ok chere, of heart mery ⁊ light. 
They be but foles agein my might to muſe 
Oz me atwite though I my power ble. 


Seeld oꝛ neuer J beſt in one poynt, 
Men mult at loupes take me as they find 
and wan J ſtand fertheſt out of toynt, 
To ſet folkes backward farre behind, 
Than wozldly men with ther iyen blind, 
Soꝛe complame vpon my doublene ſſe 
Cal me than the froward falſe goddeſſe. 
Cc. iu. Thus 


The cirth 
Thus bp your wetting # merueylous lan- Haſt thou not heard the perſeueraunce 
| Jam diſclaund2ed of mutabilite, (guage of holy Martires which liſt not to decline. 
rot by tight J catch a great auauntage Fro Chuiltes feith tell they dyd fine, 
Sith doublenefſe no lclaunder is to me, @hy whele in them had none tntereſſe, 
which ts a perſell of mpliberte, To make them vary fro their ſtablene le, 
Co be called by title of right woiſeneſſe, 
of chaunges newe lady and punceſſe. A man that is enarmedin vertae, 
Agein thy might to make reſiſtence, 
Thus whan Foꝛtune had ſaid her wil, and ſet his truſt by grace in Chuſt Jefy, 
Parcel declared of her gouernaunce, And hath al whole his heartely aduertence 
Made a ſtint and ſobꝛei ſtode tu. On tigt wil neſſe, foꝛce and on puudence, 
gn Bochas ſate ⁊ heard al her daliaũte, with cheir ſuſter called attemperaunce, 
eareful of there. pale of countenaunce, Math a ſaueconducte agein thy vactaunce. 
in oꝛdꝛe enpztinted ech thing that ſhe (ad, 
Ful demurely thus he did abzaid, They ſet no ſtoze by thy double whele, 
with ſuppoztacion of other ladies the, 
He toke bpon him vertue and cozage, (Their truſt ſtand not in plate maile oz ſtele 
Upon a point foꝛ to abyde ſtable, But in thele vertues, faith, hope chatte, 
Certes quod he like tothy viſage, called Virtutes Theologice, 
Al wozldly thinges be double a chaũgeable z7thich with toure atoze vere ſpecified, 
pet fo2 my part by re membꝛaunce notable, Thy whele and the haue vtterly defted, 
al perfourme ſothlyif Fconne, 
his little boke that J haue begonne. AI with winges might klye toheauen, 
re ſhould J ſe, thou haſt nothing adone, 
And leſt my labour dye not noꝛ appall, muh Jupitet noz the planettes ſeuen, 
Ok this bokt the title fcz to ſaue, W Phedus, Mars. Martutp noꝛ p Mone. 
Among mine other little wozkes al, But wozldly fooles etly late andſone, 
with letters large aboue Vpon mpgrane, Such as be blent oꝛ darked with lewdneſſe 
This bokes name (hal in ſtone be graue, By falſe opinton call the agoddeſſe, 
owe J John Bochas in eſpectal, 
f wozldly pztnces witten haue the fal. Siktes of grace noz giftes ot nature. 
almes dede done with humtlite, 
Of which empzſle the eauſe to diſcriue, Loue # compaſſion be karre out of thycure 
This was firſt ground J wil notdenye, Semelineſſe ſtrength bounty oz beautye, 
to eſchewe louth and vices al mpliue, vertuoullp vſed in their degre, (tch 
Ar:dſpecially che vice ofglotonye, Stin none ok theſe thy power may not ſtre- 
which ts noztce vnto lecher pe. Foz who is vert uous lite of the doth tetch. 
This was Chief cauſe ahy J vndertoke, 
The compilacion of this little boke. Of thy condicions to ſet another pick 
which foles bſe in their aduerſitte, 
Vet bythy — as J bnverſtand, Foz excuſacion as ſomttme ſaith a thick, 
che thing here of nature is chaungeable, whan he ts hanged it was his deſtinpe, 
After thylentence both on ſea and land, Itwiteth Foꝛtune his iniquitie, 
pet coude I reken thinges that be ſtable, As ſhe had dominacion, 
As vertuous life abiding bumutable, Torule man by wel agein reaſon, 
ſet whole togodward of hett wil a thought, 
Maugre thy power x ne chaugetg nought. Foz which John Bochas in party difolate, 
Co determine ſuch heauenly hid ſecrees, 
Thou maſt eke cal bnto remembzaunee, to them that be deunes of eſtate, 
$higes made ſtable by grace which is deuine J cemitce ſuch vncouth pzmetees, 5 


And with poetes that be of lo we degrees 
eſchewe to climbe to hte aloft, 
Tete pzeſumpcion J ſhould not tal ſoft, 


But > I had hid in my co2age, 

Such miſtertes of di uine pꝛouidence, 
without enupe J would in pleine language 
Uttre them by doꝛning with htible reuerfce 
p>;edeſttnacion nouther Pꝛeſtience, 

Not apparteine Foztune vntothe, 

Ind foz my parte J wil excuſe me. 


0 Ind pꝛocede like as J bndertoke, 

gfter that J told my matere, | 

Of kal of pzinces toz to waite aboke, 

but pet afoze it thou wouldell here, 
deſire of whole hearte and entere, - 

To haue a copye of punces names al, 
which frothy woele thou haſt made to fall, 


Thy ſecrete boſome is ful of ſoxtes, 
of ludꝛy pꝛinces how they their life haue lad 
Ol their triumphes and victozies. 

which olde poetes and phfloſophers ſad, 
In metre aud Pꝛoſe compiled haue à rad, 
4 onge their laudes theer faces eke reſerned 
By temembꝛaunce as thep haue deſerusd. 


Ol which J haue put ſome in memozye, 
Theron ſet my ſtudy and mylaboure, 

So as I coud to their encreaſe of glozy, 
though of language JF had but ſmal fauour 
t Cauſe Callope dyd me no ſuctoute, 

F02 which thou haſt al this whtle. 
Kcbuked me of my rude ſtile, 


Je Ve would accotipte it wer a great dulneſſe 
but i; language conueied be bypzudence, 
Out declare d byſobze auiſeneſſe, 

Under ſuppozt fauoured by diff ence, 

Ok Tuluus chief pꝛinte ot eloquence, 
Should moze — ſhoztip to conclude, 
Than mp ſtile ſpoke in termes tude, 


et oft time it hath be felt and ſcine, 

der huſkes growing on land art able, 

Path be found and tried out goodgreine, 

Under rude leues ſhaking and vnſtable, 

— fatre frute holſome and delectable. 
ſemblably whereKethozike hath failed 


- 


Wooke: 


In blunt termes good co ſiſail hath auailed 


Philoſophers of the golden ages, 

and poetes that fond out freſhe difees, 

As king Imphton with his faireliguag?s 
and w hys harping made folke of low deg- 
and labouters to Thabtte firſt Cites, (rees, 
And ſo by muſike andPhiloſophee, 

Gan firſt of comons noble policte. 


The chief of muſik? is melody and acco2d, 
welle of Philoſophie ſpꝛäge out of pzudece 
By which two menes gan vnttte 4 accozd, 
with polittke vertue to haue ther aſſiſtente 
wile men to reigne ſubtectes doe teuerẽ ce. 
And by this ground in ſtoues men may le, 


we re bilt the walle s ok Thebes the Cite. 


Feco2d in muſite cauſeth the melodie, 
where fs dil coꝛd there is dwerſite, 

And where is pees is prudent police, 

In ech kingdome and euerp great countre 
Strife firſt induced by thy duplictte, 

fo: which p marſt as clerkes thee diſcriues 
Be called lady of conteckes andof ſtriues, 


Firſt were found out hateful diuiſtons, 

By thy contriued falſe mutabſlities, 

Slaughter debate froward diſcentious, 
n tegtions. pꝛoumtes, and Cittes, 
eſo!acions of townes and ot countreis. 

wherto2e men had firſt experience, 

By thy chaungeable giery violence, 


T bus by ß opinið of thy whele moſt double 
as fat te by nature as it was poſlib!e, 
Ouerihwartip p bzoughteſt mt᷑ in trouble, 
Madeſt ech to othet froward and obible, 
By thy treines vacouth and tere cle, 

luke a courſour mak? coultes that be wilde, 
with ſpoze and whip to be tame and mild, 


Thus by the tempeſ of thine aduerſites, 
to make men mote tame of they: cozages, 
in their diſco:des twene kingdoms x Cites 
After the harpe of thy c:uel cages, 
onlyby ſpeach 4 meane of fapꝛe languages 
Folke by thy ft aude fro grace farre exiled. 
Mete by fayze ſpeach to vnite reconſiled, 
Peopts 


Fol. Cxlb. 


The ſirth 
cople of Grete, of Rome 4 of Chartage, Mꝛeſted him ageine to al gladneſſe, 


ext in Itaile with many a region 
were (uduled byſwetenes of language, 
To haut togither their conuerſacton. 
Co bild caſtelles and many roial toun, 
what cauſed this to tel in bꝛiet᷑ the fourme 
But eloquence rude people to enfourme? 


Akoꝛe time they were but beſtial, 
Ta they to tear ũ by lawes were coſtretned 
vnder diſcrecion by ſtatutes natural 
Fro wiltul luſtes by pzudfce wer reſtreined 
by aſſent made one and togedze encheined 
n golden cheines of peace and vnite, 
s gan the building of euery great Cite. 


But whi thou medliſt to haue an intereſſe. 
Chey that were one to bung the at diſcozde 
To tnterrupte with thy doubleneſſe. 
Cities regions that were ot one accozd, 
like as this boke can beare me wel recozd, 
Fro the time that thou firſt began, 

thy mutabilite bath ſtroyed many a man, 


—_—_— men to be — 

n cozages and inco e, 
wilkul kroward cauſeles at debate, 
Ech to other contrartous and odchle. 
Them to refourme almoſt impoſſchie, 
Til faire ſpeach voyding diuiſon 
Pees reconciled twene many a region. 


Foz there is none ſo furious o 

Noz no matter ſo farre out of the way, 
But that by meane of gracious language, 
and faire ſpeach map a man conuey 

To al reaſon mekely foz toobey 

By an exaumple which J rehearce ſhall, 
wel to purpoſe and is . 


The hardy knight the cruel Achilles, 
whan Hateful Ite aſſ ailed hys cozage, 
there was no meane Wd him to trete of pees 
To ſid the tempeſt of hys doleful rage, 
Saue only this which did bis ire aſwage. 
By attempzaunce to obey to reaſon, 

han of an harpe he heard the ſwete ſoun. 


Which inſtrument by hys great ſweteneſſe 
Mut al rancour out of his remembzaunce, 


From htm auocdeng al ricoure + greuaũct 


Semblably faire ſpeche and daltaunce, 
Set men tnreſt in cealmes here à ponder, 


By good language that were farce aſondex 


With theſe woꝛdes Bochas wer debonaire 
toward Fozrune as he caſt hys lone, 
withdzewe his rancour + gã to ſpeake faite 
touching his labour which he vp him tobe 
Beſeching her foz to further his boke, 
that hys name whtch was litel knowe, 
By good repozt might be kerthet blowe, 


Chat his fame might ferther ſpzede, 
which tode as pet ſhꝛowded in darkeneſſe, 
By her fauoure his name fozth to lede, 
His boke to further doe her beſineſſe, 

By good repoꝛt to peue it a biqhtneſſe, 
with laureat ſtremes ſhad foꝛth to people a 
By fozyetfulnelle that it neuer appalle, 


This was the bille which ß John Bochas, 
made vnto Foztune with full humble ſtile, 
whan Foztune had conceined al his caas, 
Soberly ſtode and gan ſtint a while, 

and glad of chere after (he gan ſmile, 
On mine auctour,and with a freſhe viſage 


In ſentence ſpake to him this language, 


SD quod ſhe J ſe thy buſineſſe, 

of moztal mẽ howe Curtous that they bs 
Howe they ſtudy by great autſenelſe, 

Ok mp ſecretes ko: to be pꝛeuee, 

to hnowe the conceites hid within me, 
And m counſailes pe mf doe al pour peine 
albe that lyghtiy ye may not therto atteine. 


Jn this matter pour wit doth neuer keint, 
magening likeneſles in pour mind 


lie pour conceites pe fozge me and peint, 


Somtime a womã with winges ſet behind 
And poztraten me with ipen that ben blind, 
Caule of al this bꝛeuely to expꝛeſſe. 

Is poure ovone couetous blmmdnefſe, 


Pour appetttes moſt ſtraunge and dyuers, 
and euer full of chaunge and doubleneſſe, 
Froward alſo, malicious and peruers, 


By haſty climbtage to woꝛchip aud richeſct 
Alwape 


voyde or trouth and ſtablenes. 
25d prrtümbt cus ſerch out in al degrees, 
Falſly tat tene to woʒldiy diguttees. 


Bochas Bochas I percepue euety thing. 
Ind know ful wel the great difference, 
Hi in thy ſelte of wooꝛdes and thinkyng, 
Atwene them both the diſconuentence. 
Halt thou not vzttten many great ſentence 
In thy booke to ſlaunder myname, 
Of whole entent my maners to defame? 


Chou calleſt me ſtepmother moſt bnkynd, 

Ind ſumtime a falſe enchauntereſſe, 

I Permapyde with a taple beyynde, 

Of ſcome ſumwhile me naming a goddeſſe 
a witch, ſumtime a ſoꝛcereſſe, 

Fynder of murder and of deceites all, 

Thus of malice moztall men me call, 


Ill this is done in ok me. 
Byaccuſacion in many ſondzy wyle, 

xe oft appeache my mutabilttte, 

Namely when J pour requeſles doe deſpife 
Foz to accompleſy your gte dy couetyſs, 
whan pe faple ye lay on me the wyte, 

Of pour adueri ties me falſl y to atwyte. 


And thou of purpoſe foʒ teſlaunder me, 
Haſt witten vngoodly a contrarious fable 
How J vozeſfled with glad pouerte, 

Co whoſe partce thou wer fauonrable, 
Setteſt me aback geyn me p wer vfgeable, 
Nowof new requireſt my fayour, 

Thee foz to helpe and further thy labour, 


Is ſkaũs I am of maners moſt changadle 
Df condicions very feminine, 

Now here now there, as p wind vnſtable, 
By thy diſcripeton and by thy doctrine, 

to every chaunge ready toencline, 

Is weomen been yong and tender of age, 
which of nature be dtuers of courage. 


But foz to further in party thyne intent. 
That of thy booke the pꝛoceſſe may pꝛocede 
By my fauour to the accompliſhment, 
Jam wel willed to helpe thee en thy nede, 
Like thy deſyze,the better thou ſhalt ſpede. 
whan Jam toward with a benighe kate, 


How by mine 
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to ſpede thy fourncpbyſuppoztofmy grace. 


That thy name and alſo thyſurname, 

with Poetes andnotable old auccours, 

Pap be regeſtred in the houſe of fame, 

Bp luppoztacion of mp ſodeyn fauours, 

By aſliſtence alſoof myſucrours, : 

— werke texplete the laurer fo: to winne, 
t 


aturninus J woll that tyou beginne. 


ere cehearſcth Foztune her condiei⸗ 
ons vnto Bochas,ſhewinghow many 
one ſhe enhaunſeth fo; a time. and 
anon after.them ſodepulpe o« 
uerthzoweth, 


Pong Komayns this ſayde 
SN a1 Saturnine, . _ 
mas outragious of condicion, 
Cauſed in Rome whanhe gan 


maligne, | 
Gꝛeat debates and great ſedietons 
And by his froward conſptracions 


was ſharpe en dft Judge 
Called Detellus deuopde 2020 -— 


Capitolle fet with mtg! 
—— Seas INE — 
Theſame time thou ſhalt vnderſtand, 


helpe and ſudpoztacton, 
Called Glauta tmpouere3ought bp low, 
Made conlulere the ſtozy ts wel knowe,, * 


I ſeruaunt ferſt and almoſt tet at noaght, 
And afterward J made him Foztunate, 
Left neuer tin I had hem dꝛeught, 
Byapzer chole of the Senate, 
To be a pꝛetour an office of eſtate, 

which alſo wought by conſpiracion, 

to baing Metellus to deſtcuccion. 


Of whole aſſent there was alſo another, 
Calfed Martus being theſame pere, 
texpiete thts treſũ their own ſwoꝛn bꝛother 
which was alſo that time a conſulere, 
* — made them full good chere, 

pke their deſpʒes gaue them libertte, 
To banich Metellus out of they; __ 
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Ot thele thie Romayns ß kyꝛſt Saturnine 
And Glaucia was called the ſecond, 

And Marius lapd out hoke and lyne, 

As J haue told Metellus to confound, 
To theyz purpoſe J was allo found 
Favourable.to bung them to milchieke, 

As they; ſloꝛy ſheweth an open pateke. 


{Thepbantſhed him out of Rome town, 
Ind Saturninus by his ſubtil werking, 
Clambe bp faſt of pzeſumpcton, 

obe calied of Rome Lozd and king. 

J gaue him fauoꝛ by a maner falſe ſmilyng 
Til at the laſt plapnly to declare, 

of his deſtruccion J bꝛought him in p lnare 


The Senatours knowing the malice, 
of ſaturnine vohich made a great gadzyng, 
Of ſondꝛy folke caſting in his auyce, 
By theypz fauour he might be called bing, 
All this whyle of hys bp climbyng, 
ſchewedhim during a long ſpace, 
to deceive a benigne face, 


Tyll Marius a mighty conſulere, 

to withuond his pzeſumpcion, 

Koſe ww ſtrõg hand // with a knightly chert 
Beſet his about enuiron, 


Bzake his gates amid of the town, 
And Saturninus boydofall fauour, 


to the Capttolle fled foz ſuccour. 


He was fozbarred by Martus of vitrayle, 
The Capffolle beſteged round about, 

At the entring was a firong batraple, 

On other party ſlapn a great rout, 

Thus of my tauout he gan Nond in dout, 
thus Saturn mus bzought in gret diſtreſſe 
His good ache ted. loſt al his ticheſſe. 


Experience ful openly men bercth, 

Such as hyeſt therupon aſcead, 
Lyke as the tourne of my whele requireth, 
wha they leaſt wene down they ſhal deſcẽd. 
They haue no power themſelf to defend, 
Agein my might whe they been ouert 

what doe J than but laugh # make a mowe 


Dꝛuſus alſo bomeof linage, 
And delcended ot 2 


Unto vertue contrary ofhis coꝛage. 

Fcoward foundto all gnentleneſſe. 

Bu choſe he was the ſtozy doth expꝛeſſe, 
ueſtour of Iſia.an office of degree, 

Foz his byꝛth to gouerne that cuntree, 


But oft time vertue noꝛ gentleneſſe, 
Come not to hepꝛes byſucceſſion, 
Example in Dꝛuſus p ſtoꝛy beareth wirnes 
which both of courage and diſpoſicion, 
was euer froward of condicion. 

Fo which let mf deme as they mult nedes 
Not after byꝛth but after the dedes. 


Uertues all in him wer ſet aſyde, 

Slo we to be armed hated chwalrte, 
Moſt couetous, de ynous full of pꝛyde: 
His dedes froward full of trechery, 

to hye eſtate J did him magnitp, 

yet al my gyftes in him ne might ſtretche, 
Foz here tofoze thee he cometh like a wietch 


He dare fo: ſhame not ſhew his viſage, 
So karre diſlaundzed is his wetchednes, 
whoſe? couetiſe and vicious outrage, 
Falſly cauſed byhis doublenes, 
Magulſa a pztnce of great nobleſſe, 
Betracſhed was foꝛ mede to the kyng 
Called Bocthus by Dꝛuſus falle werkyng, 


what maner tozment,o: what greuous pein 
wer competent couenable oz condigne, 

To htm that can outward flatter and feyne 
And in his heart couertly maligne: 

as Dꝛuſus did \ehich ſhewed many ſigne, 
to Maguiſa of loue and frendlthede, 
Underaeth kalſe treaſon hid in dede. 


But Magulſa like a manly knight, 

Geyn king Bocchus hath himſelf ſuetoꝛed 
whan he by dome was tudged ageyn right, 
Ok an Oliphant koꝛ to be deuoured: 
Scaped fcely and after that laboured, 
Co acquite himſelf though his Hye renoun 
Slough kalſe Dꝛuſus mid ot Rome town. 


Bochas alſo men put the lacke in me, 
that I was cauſe of che deſtruccion 
By mp contratious mutabilite 

Ok the notable famous Cepton 


Booke: FJ.ol.Cxlvii. 
whiche tn the time ol Cenſoztne Caton, During hys lyfe a ſpꝛite of pzophecye. 
Gate the tryumphe foz many great victozy, ; | 
toput his name perpetuallyin memozys And furthermoze the people foz ta blynd, 

| | He fantaſted by a crafr vacouth, 
Fo: his merttes choſe a conſulere, wethinaſhale.the ſtoꝛy mabeth mynd, 
Ind chef buſhop to gouerne they; eitte? Ot a Nutte to haue fyze in his mouth, 
to al the Senate patron moſt enttere, Ble we it out ſparkling nozth and ſouth, 
famous of name and tics Iffermed wher with folke wer blent, 
SayedRomayns from all aduerſitie, It was a ſpꝛyte to hym from heauen ſent. 
Time whan the werre dzedeful x deſpitous, | | 
Gan at wene Pompey and Ceſar Julius, p which he w2ought many great bertue, 
. 1 —— nnmnrew 
bus when the ſayd famous , wo thouſand cs athisretinue, 
— thꝛow my fauo; actoũted molt notable, which afterward his purpoſe foz to ſpede. 
Fe fro iny whele ſodetnly was thzowe doun To ſixty thouſand encreaſedas J reve, 
which neuer in wozd noꝛ dede was culpable J ſuffred all ſerued him at the tyde, 
But the Romains malicious and vnſtable t il all Jewp grutched at his pꝛyde. 
By they hangman firſt eheyned (npztefon (© | 
Ifter racked there gayned no raunfon, = Though ot byꝛth he was but a vileyne, 
Roſe vpofnought by ſodeyn auenture, 
Thos he that had auayled them ſo oft, My giery fauour made htm to be ſeyne, 
Co ſaue himſcife fond ſuctout on no ſ[yde, Nopal of pot did his beſyeure, 
his dead body they heng it hye aloft, to repſe hys banere, weated a coate armure 
Fo a ſpectacle long there to abyde, And by grattous ſuppoztacton, 
thus gieriſhly my gyftes Þ deupde, _ B2cught great people to his ſubiecrion. 
Stoundmele now frendnow aduerſary, : | | 
Keward good with guerdons ful contrary, At the laſt my luſt gan appalle, 
1 toward him not beyng fauourable, 
This was expert ful wel in Sepiotr, Dovon fro my whele I made hem kal. 
Gan with toy and ended in wetehednes. Foꝛby Romayns was ſent agret conſtable 
Bochas remember make herof mention. Called Perpenna, a pꝛince ful notable, 
Ind ol Fanatichus how J of gentlenes, which fyll on him beinqutſhed him anon 
Made him alſend to notable hye pzowee: ſlough #outrayed his churles euerychone. 


et bookes lay touching his kinred, 
y of petſone a churie bozue in dede. 


Fo; my diſpoꝛt with a glad viſage, 

I ſet him vp ful hye vpon my whele, 
Gaue him Lozdſhip out of lowe ſeruage, 
to doe hym faugur it lyked me ful wete, 
Wherfoze Bochas his ſloꝛy euery dee, 
Note it wel. and in eſpecial, _ 2 
How he by ſleyght came to eſtate topall. 


By lleighty lein ing to diuers folke he tolde 
Yow that he ſpake with Cyzrha Þ godde ſſe, 
At cuery houre pteinly whan he would, 

Ok pzeſumpcton de ſcriued her lykeneſſe, 
Sapd alſo how ſhe of her goodneſſe, 
Hadgraunted him his ſtate to magnify, 


imſelf? was hange d on an hye gibet, 

ome of his mem was caſt in pneſon, 
Thus to his pzyde I gaue a great tripet, 
And fro my whele J caſt him lowe down, 
In his moſt hyeſt dominacton. (ene 
tote none hede where he did laugh oz mou⸗ 
Foz with no man J doe alway ſotourne, 


Bochas (quod Foztune\take good hede allo 
How J can both further anddiſauayle, 
Foz exàumple ſee how Ithongo, | 
That whilomwas a ſhepehearom Jtaple, ' 
I B2tgaunt after marchantes to aſſaple, 
Lap tn awayte beſyde a great mountepn, 
Ol kugttiues he was made a , 


The ſixth 


Slough kyꝛſt his lozda ryche Senatour, 
By violence bꝛake many a ſtrong pueſon, 
And koꝛ a time J gaue dim great fauour, 
to gader robbours about htm enutron, 
Ill the churles of that region, 

He aſſembled thzough his intquitte, 

To hold a werte with Rome the cttte, 


Beſeged caſtles.bꝛae down m towꝛes 

S and robbed about in eche cuntrey, 
ed palace of woozthy Senatours, 

Tytle had he none laue tytle of volunte, 

toke vpon htm of pꝛyde and crueltte 

Fo: tobe clad in purple like a king, 

Bare aſcepter among his men ryding. 


Upon his head ozdetned foz the nones 
His golde heere treſſed[yke an Emperoutr, 
A coyfe enb2opded all of ryche ſtones, 
Me liſt to laugh that a falſe robbour, 
By ſuppoꝛtacton of my gtery fauour, 

ich laſt not long loꝛ after in ſhozt whyle 
As ts my cuſtome I did hym begyle. 


I ſuffredhim,made him kayned chere, 
As J haue to other moe done ful oft, 
tyll down fro Rome was ſent a Conſulere, 


which toke him pzoudly x hing him hye aloft 
Dis churles layn ⁊ ſome of them not ſoft, 
In cheynes bound foz ſhozt concluſion, 
wer dempt by lawe to dye in pueſon. 


By which ſto zy Bochas thou mapſt lere, 

I creat party of my condicion. 

But now in halt a ſtoꝛy thou ſhalt heare, 

Howe in the pere fro the foundacton, 

moze thii ſixe hudzed J mene ot Rome toun 
a great ny, 


Was 
togeder woꝛzne by falſe conſpixacie. 


Them to withdzawe fro the obeyſaunce, 
Ok a Tribune called Lentulee, 

which foꝛ knighthod had gouernaunce, 
And was ſent down from Rome Citte, 
with mighty hond to rule a great cuntrey, 
Called C bampayne and pleynlye foz to fep, 
the people there lilt him not obe p. 


Thee ſcoze a foure wer ot them in numbye 
That named wer chief conſptratours, 


which p taſk them their captayn to encibye, 
with multtrude of theues and robbours, 
which choſe amdg the to be their ſuppozterg 
thze mighty capteins of which ther was om 
Called Spartacus,chiefeſt of echeone. 


Gapꝛed churles made them ſelfſtrong, 
On an hye hell toke theyꝛ dwelling place, 
Hauing no regard wer it ryght oz wzong, 
to ſpoyle the cuntrep beaſtes to enchace, 
I cheriſhed them with a benigne face, 
Fo2 a ſeaſon and gaue them libertte, 

By falſe rauine to robbe the cuntrep. 


What thyng moꝛe cruell in compariſon, 
Moꝛe vengeable of will and not of right, 
than whan a churle hath domtnacion: 
Lacke of diſcrecion blindeth ſo the ſyght, 
Of commoners foz default of light, 
whan they haue power cuntreys to gouerne 
Fare like a beaſt þ can nothing diſcerne, 


Gladiatozes folkes did them call, 

Foz their ſwozdes wer w ſtele made fyne, 
Foz to fyght geyn wyld beaſtes all, 

As Lyons, beaxes, boꝛes, wyld ſwyne, 
Ind the mountapn where they did lyne, 
Called Ueſuuius a thzough theyz crueltie, 
Slough a robbed about in eche countrey; 


Spartacus was their chief n 
bꝛought vp ot nought # bozn of lowe degre, 
But Claudius a mighty ſtrong Romayn, 
was lent with power fro Rome the cttie, 
Foz: todefendand ſaue the cuntrey. 

The hill beſteging afoze them as he lay, 
He was rebuked bet and dzteuen away. 


Many of them that kept the mountepn, 
were hurt _ —— ſtozy telleth thus. 
amonges was ſlapn a great captayy 
that was felow vnto Spartacus, | 
As J lind he hight Oenomaus. 

Foz whoſe deth was take ſo gret vengeaſice, 
that al the cuntrey felt therofgreuaunce. 


{They ofthe mountayn all of one aſſent, * 
without mercy oꝛ remiſſion, 

oſt vengeadle haue robbed and bꝛent, 
Au the cuntrep about them environ, Til 


Boone. 
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pil two conſulers came fro Rome doune TUith his ſouldpers he parted the pyllage. 


th fpzſt of them called Lentulus, 
Both put to flyght by fayd Sparcacus, 


Ttherof the Romains greatly diſmayed, 
The Senatours of indiguacton, 

Both aſhamed and in themlelf affrayed, 
Sent one Craſſus a great Lom of p toun 
with the number ofa Legion. | 

Ind whan that he on Spartacus f᷑yiſt ſet 
ſlough ok his me ſixe thoulad wh thet met 


Ind afterwarde beſide a great rere, 
called Salaire they had a great battayle, 
where Spartacus ſtode in great daunger. 
Fo his chere and countenaunce gan fayle, 
CThyztce thouſand clad in plate and maple, 
wer ſlayn that day there geyned no raunſs 
All thepz captapnes aſſigned to pziſon, 


Without all this as made is mencion, 
Sqtye thoulande in the fie ld lay dead, 

Ind ſyxe thouſand wer lent to pziſon, 

Che field vocth bloud ſteyned # made read, 
Und foure thouſand quakyng in they: dzed, 
wer thiſke day after the Komatns guiſe, 
Cake to merey receyued to fraunchiſe, ' 


Ind Spartacus at miſchiefe put to flyght, 
— ——— — 

Felolt chere, he lot allo his mpght, 
wan J appalled the fyne of his paſſage, 
Indfoz he was a churle of his linage , 


Of bis encreaſe 2 lyked nothyng wele, 
therfoze vn warely I caſt him fro my whele 


Ot my maneres to make a greater pzeef. 
— famous — 
though was a diſſaũdꝛed thee 
Indfoz he dzed of Juſtice the rigour, 
Truſtpng he ſhould in me kynde ſuccoure, 
CalledUuriatus,he Spayne anone fozſoks 
Ind to Rome the ryght way he toke, 


——— 
ecte to ma x 
Theues,robbours,of euery region, 
Hany a churie was medled them amon 
dis name to encreaſe were it ryght oz w 
what euer he gat in citie oꝛ village, 


Thus by mine help he came to great riches 
which bzought in pzide and pꝛeſumpcton. 
He not pꝛouided of ny doublenes, 

Gan to maligne agayn Rome town, 

But by the pzudence of laſt Scepion, 
Sonne of Lepidus making therof no booſs 
He llayn was bythem he truſted moſt. 


By which example notable of rem?b2arice, 
ſhewed here tofoze John Sochas vnto the 
thou mayſt know iu partye my puiſſaunce, 
My ſodayn chaunges mp mutadilttie, 

And foz to auoide al ambtguttie, 

To declare the ſumme of mine entent, 
Gzeat Marius to thee J do pzeſent , 


Blacke his wede and his habite alſo, 

his head vnkempt his lockes hoꝛe and gray 

= loke doun caſt in token of ſoꝛowẽ ⁊ wo, 
n his chekes the ſalt teares lap 

Which bare recoꝛde of his deadly affrace, 

Wherfoze Bochas doe thy penne dꝛeſſe, 

To deſcriue his moztall heauines, 


His robe ſteyned was with Romayn blotud, 
ſweozd ay ready whet to do Vengeance, 
a tirant molt furfous and wood, 
aughter a murther ſet al his pleaſãce. 
et not fo; thy I gaue hym gouernaunce, 
the people roſe on my whele vp faſt, 
But as bawarely doun J dyd hym caſt, 


Twene him r Silla $ woful deadly luriues 
At large hereafter Bochas thou ſhalt wztte 
Dov many Romatnes loſt by the their liues 
I vol alſo in oꝛder that thou endite, 

And tk J ſhall rebuke them and arwite, 

As I fro nought made them in honoꝛ ſhing 
ſo J dagainward made thẽ in miſchteffine, 


— — alſo the deadly piteous fate, 
Ok heim that was ſo notable in his life, 
I meane the great famous Mithzevate, 
udhoſe name is yet ful couth and ryfe, 
To whome J gaue a great p2erogatife, 
Foztie wynter the dede was well ſeen, 
Agein Romains the warre to 1 
0; 
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Foꝛ which hereafter F geue it the in charge Upon a pole his ſtozy who [iſt rede. 

Of Mithzidate the ſlozyſct a longe, After all this Bochas toke good hede, 

Utthanthou haſt layſure and a ſpace large. Pow Foztune by a maner mockrie, 

remember his conqueſt and his dedes frog In ſcoꝛne of hym gan thus to ſpecikie. 

And how that J medled me among, 

Foz all his nobleſſe and his felitit ie, Up to the heauen after his deuiſe, 

To peue hym part of great aduerſitie, J gan enhaunce andencceale his gloꝛpe, 
By my fauour J gaue hym many apruce, 


Next in oder after her owne choſe, conqueſt of kpnges w manygreat victozy, 
Foztune vntruſty vpon eche partie, And moze to put his nobleſſe in memozpe, 
to John Bochas hath cdueted fro Parthois By my ſuppoꝛt thzough his chmaltte, 
Strong Oꝛodes reygnyng in Parthpe, with Ceſar Julius to hold chaumpartie, 


Loe John (quod ſhe)take hede of this ſtozy, 
All his kinxe de if it be wel out ſought, And while that J my kauour dyd applye, 
Wet by Scithiens chaſed and bꝛought to Toward hym his victoꝛtes to aſſure, 


| no s fame aroſe tyll that tn Theſſalpe, 
Ind pet koꝛ all my mut abilitte, 188 4 gan withoꝛawe his partie to ſuttout. 


Some — = — =_ dt ſpepꝛed, Suff _ his — a diſcomkiture 
reſioʒe eyz dignitie, Upon this Pompe pe hyndzed in my light, 
Unto which whan they wer repatred, wha he to * at miſchiek toke dis ge 


This Oꝛodes was hyndꝛed and appeyzed, 
By mp chaunges koꝛ his hatefull pzide, By the ſeruauntes of pong Ptholome, 
han he leſt wend vnwarely ſer aſpde, KReignyng in Eat Pompey in hys dzede 
Was take and ſlapn he fondno help in me 

Suyng after within a litle whyle, I gaue hym vp and ſo he loſt his hede. 
This gteriſh Lady ot condition. Pet of my chaunges no man taketh hede, 
Gan an yll laughyng falſ ip foꝛ to ſmyie. no how vnſurely J caſt my dzedfull lobe, 
lokyng on Bothas bzought with her down Saue thou art buſy to ſet them in thy boke 
A mighty pztnce which in Rome town, | 

ad in his dayes notable pzice and fame, Bochas altonxed partell oł her pzeſence, 

we that ſhe oppzeCednothis name. Both of chere, face and countenaunce. 
And in this while hauyng his aduertence, 
Bothas than his head gan downe decline, thought he ſawe a maner reſemblaunce, 
Send that pꝛince of face diſtigured. of a perſon which ſtode in great greuaunee, 
Ok luſpeccion gan to pmagine, Cyll at laſt Foꝛtune caſt her ſpqyt, ; 
han he his mind fully hath recured, Toward Sochas andtolde what he hight, 
By certain tokeus and ſignes well aſſured, | 
Ft was Pompey ſut que dous of eſtace, This is (quod ſhe)placnly to termpne, 
Which with Ceaſar ſo long was at debate, The famous man prince of eloquence, 


that gaue to Latines Þ ſcole ⁊ the doctrins 

Fſconfolate tipough his b taas. Ot Khethoztke as welle of that ſcience, 
is face ſopled with water ofthe lee. Foz which J wyl thou do thy diligence. 

Time whan Photinus and cruell Achillas @To vwtte with other of this Tullius, 

Dꝛouned his body of furious enmitee, All whole the caſe and gyn at Marius. 

His face diſfigured at the ſolemnitee, 

LUtth ſinokes blacke deadly and moztall, @Hheſc woꝛdes ſayd Foztune made an ende 


Called of Clarkes the feaſt funeral, Ohe bete her wenges * tote her to p flight 
Itannot fee what way ſhe dyd wend. 


Codzus cauſed the cozps was bent, Saue Bochas telleth like an Angel bugdt 
And conſumed into alhes dead, At her departyng ſhe ſhewed a great loge 
To Ceaſar aſter his head was boꝛne g ſent | But 


SW * 


2 © ce» 


Wooke. 
But as ſoone as ſhe gan diſapete. to tonquere realmes a commiſſton. 


ke his penne * as U here. 
e 8 ung De gat the pꝛouinte thꝛough his hie renoun 


¶ Howe Cayus Mattus of lowe byzth Ot Numedye as he dyd them aſſatte, 
doꝛue came tohye eſtate,which bleinte And toke the kyng of that region, 
with couetiſe after many great bas Called Jugurtha pzoudly in batayle. 


tayles dyed at miſchpeke. Foz which empꝛiſe by marcial apparaple, 
He gat the triumphe thꝛough p toun riding 
¶ The. uit. Chapter. becauſe onely foz takyng of that kyng. 
_ Ere Bochas gynneth to tellok And koꝛ he was a perſon ſo notable, 


the man, Fo: many famous ſodem great pictoꝛpe. 
Called in his time Cayus Namelyin conqueſt pꝛeued p2ofitable 
& MPartus, To all the common as put is in memo2ye, 


Bozne at Arpinas a caſtelof Tuſkan, And foꝛ thicreaſe of his hye renoun * gloz# 

Sonne of a Carpenter þ ſtoꝛp telleth thus By thopinton whole of the citte, 

purſued armes manly and vettuous, In his honde laye all they: pꝛoſperitte. 

Ch all Rome noz in that countrey, 

Was there no man holde ſo ſtrong as he, in a people that called was Cimbꝛops, 
thẽ to tõquere fro Kome he was ſent dot 

Þſcipline and great ſubtiltie, Alſo agen the boyſtous Theutonoys, 

he had alſo as bokes ſpecifye, Gathzed together ofmany nacion, 

Nude nte, manhode and habflitce, All them he bzought to ſubteccton. 


Le as Romaines had afoze deſpꝛed, 


Both in armes and in chiualrye, 
moſt famous holde toward the partie. 


within' a wo le mine autour ſapth certayne 
choſe a Tribune and a great capteyn. Chet toke bpon them of falſe pꝛeſumpcion, 
to paſſe all the mountatues of Itatle, 


But fro the gynnyng of hys tender age, Firitdeſcomfited as made is mencion, 


Is Þiſtoztes put in remembzaunce, Thze Romain Dukes felly in battailc, 
he was pucked ſo ſoze in his courage, foureſcoze thouſande clad in plate ⁊ mayfe 
By a gredy fret of long continuaance, flapneof Komatrnes the ſtoꝛy is well know, 
to ſtaunche with none habundaſice, dnder Thalpies at miſchief ouecthꝛowe. 
world noz foztune w al their great riches, 
Huffiſed not to appeſe hys gredines, This Martus of marciall auenture, 
In Germanye had a great bataple, 


u1ith Theutobochus a Staunt of ſtature, 
Put firſt to flight with al his apparafle, 
Fo: Marius dyd hym ſo ſoꝛe aſſaple, 


a temple he fond a diuinour, 
counſapled there by his drutnapyle, 
Center Rome and holde thepꝛ ſotour, 


By good auiſe and knightly apparaple, At the chaſe pzoudlp bozne to nde, 
Made hym pzomes that he (ail not t mauget his might take a int S boũd. 
tatteyne — ok the — 

do great office ai. ſtate in the citie. Marius after with his hoſt hym dꝛough. 


fowarde te of Cimbꝛops foꝛ t , 
—.— comds bwught him to hye eſtate, two. C. — kynd of th? he — 


retemed vnto the dignttie, eight thouſad take,thze thouſid put to fugh⸗ 
Ok conſulere,albe that the Senate, kyng Beleus a full famous knygyt, 
— —— — — — the — koꝛ — —— pꝛide. 

e he was bozne ol low degree, gayn Martus like as he dyd ryde, 
Gzaunted to hym after by the toune, . _ - Ddath 


Fol.Criir: 


becauſe they had agen their toun cõſpereb. 


The firth 


That day of Cimbꝛois was al p people ſlatn 

The women akter he liſt not to reſerue 

pet thet pꝛolred and would haue ben ful fatn 
pi chaſditie deuoutly to obſerue, 

In the temple of Ueſta foz to ſerue, 

But thex2 requeſt fox he lyſt not here, 

with hym they faught echeone ſlayn pkere. 


Except ſome, whan they ſawe none other 
Remedye, ot purpoſe they wer let, 

Eue rich of them to ſley and murther other, 
And ſome thought alſo it was bet, 

To hang themſelf vpon an hye gibet, 
Than to abide of Marius the outrage, 
Pexpetually to liue in ſexuage. 


This Marius of the nactons, 

th:ough his coqueſt compliſhed the bictozy, 
with pziſoners of ſondꝛy regions. 

Entred Rome to his cncreaſe of glozp, 
with ſpeciall laudes notable of memozye, 
Firſtthe triumphe a gue rdon ſingulere, 
He tymes ſixe was choſe aconſulece, 


Thus Foztune was to hym fatourable, 
To ſet hym bp in woꝛldly dignities. 

Foz a ſeaſon. but foz he was chaungeable, 
Among her giktes and great pzoſperities, 


he bhym parte of great aduerſitics 
2 — 2 time — than, : 


twene hym and Silla whan the warre gi, 


Lucius Silla abydyng in chaumpepne, 
Marius at Rome tho pꝛeſent, 


Chan the diuiſion gan at wene the twain. 
Eche to other contrarpokentent, 
Melancoltus and tmpacient, 

Which of both (rhe ſtoꝛy wel conte yued . 
to gouerne lhould ſoneſt be received. 


All ſodeinly where it wer ryght 0z wzong, 
toward Rome takyng his paſſage, 

Agem Mattus to make himlelftrong, 
Gan ſley andbzenne,andof great outrage, 
wyl full. haſty furicus of courage, 

Foz ſodayn comming and vnware violence 
Agapn hym fonde no reliſtence. 


Two mightte bacailes he did with him lede 
entring the citie gan thzough the wal mine 


with one batayle faſt gan hym ſpede, 

To paſſe the gate called I qutline, 

that orher gate named was Colyne, 

At whoſe entring by recozde ofthe booke, 
Stlla byũrength the Capitolle toke, 


But whan Marius had knowlagyng, 
that Silla had ſo great power and might, 
without a reſt 02 lenger abidyng. 

Into a Matiſh Layus anon right, 

With al his people toke ſodeinlyhis flight 
Fet out by ſtrength could hym not dcfende, 
Silla after to pziſon dyd hym lende. 


Thus the pꝛoweſſe foꝛ a whyle ſlept, 
Of Maris lying in pꝛieſon, 

Silla that time the Capttolle kept, 
whereby all Rome ſtode in ſubteccion. 
And ok hatre de in haſt he ſent doun, 

A ſturdy churle to Marius in his dꝛede, 
whyle he lay bound to ſmite of his hede. 


This churle wel c5pact ot dawn ⁊ ot bones 
Sentof purpoſe Marius fo: to oppꝛeſſe, 
Foz his ſtrength oꝛde pned foz the nones, 
to the pꝛilon the churle gan fat hym dꝛelſe, 
where Martus was fettred in diſtreſſe, 
Fully in puipoſe without moze delay, 

to behead hym in pꝛilon there he lay. 


Loſed hym fy2ſt lying on his couch, 
And Marius roſe vp like a man. 

the chur le fercfu'l to ſmite oz to touch, 
Ind Mattus full pzoudly tho began. 
To enter a place beſyde of a woman. 
Founde an aſſe there of auenture, 
vpon whole backe the lee he gan recure. 


Toward Affrtke there he fond paſſage, 
Byenpzſonyng though he wer were feynh 
pet there abode ſtyll in his courage, 

Hye woꝛzthenes with pzudence meynt, 
which in His perſon wer not quetnt, 
Agapyn the maltce to make a countertafle, 
Ofpzoude Silla the malice eft taſſapie. 


Ok Jtaxle rode though the countrey, 
toke his viage thzough Rome towne, 
with foure battayles entred the citie, 
Sire hundzed knightes by computacton, 


Boone. 


dl. Cl. 


laine tu the field as made is mencton, made thẽ be ſlayne # though ß cttie dꝛaw. 


—— men may ſee who liſt looke afarce, 
what damage dtucſton doth in warte. 


the manhode ol this — 8. 


The conſul called Octautus, 
Loſt his head. and his lyte in dede, 
Upon a pole while it did blede, 

was cruellypzeſentedofentcent, 


Tofoze the Judges ſitting tn tudgement. 


Of whole death ſome of them wer faine, 
Some ſozyof loue as they wet bounde, 
Ind in this warre Merula was i 
Pꝛieſt in the temple lyke as it is founde, 
Of Jupiter with many moztall wotinde, 
The Romain ſlayne þ called was Lraſſus, 
With kyer conſumed was pzoud Catulus. 


Illhis eumtes Martus dyd encomder, 
which agetn hym by conſpiracton, | 
wer aſſented with a full great number, 

In them auiſe foz to haue put hym dottn, 
Take from hym his dominacion. | 
But he abode rhe tozment and the ſhowzes 
ſtrongto condemne alhis 8. 


Sire tymes afozne rehearſed dere. 


— the ſtozy maketh mynde, 

a Pꝛetoꝛ of the towne, 
frendlyto Marcus andhelpyng as I find 
Under a ſhadow of decepcion, 
duto thetr cette foz to do treaſon, 

Cauſyng foure Romatus come in fere, 
S acertatn day to appere. 


Ind they; names to put in memozye, 
Sceuola,Cotta,andDomiciws, cafe 
The fourth of them as ſayth the ſtory, - 
Called in Rome the wiſe Iritiſtius, 
together aſſembled tofoze Martus, 

Not rancour agein tudgement 0zlawe, - 


They; bodtes after wer mn Tiber caſte, 
By truel tie of theſayd Marius, 

Ill this whyle the eruell warte laſt, 
twene hym + Silla til Duke Campaneus, 
Came to the partie hardy and deſpttous, 
Co help Sala they; banners fy2{ diſplated 
wherof all Rome was ſodeinly aft ra pev. 


ers ep S dlm bag karg 

an a E,. 
foureſcoze thouſande Þ number to termine 
On Martius ſyde ſlapne it is no fayle, ; 
— the — — — 
thze thouſand Etteʒens do ugh of that eite. 


—.— —— — naked in _— 
et ſpated olde noz yonge of age, 
the crtiell murdꝛes walkyng bp and dowrr; 
By Silla ſent in that rage, 

ty Catullus apznce fal in age, 

ſayde bato Silla we can no difference, 
twene rebellion noz atwene innocence. 


Both re anole foognomaner 
Aena knighthode ts mine opinton, / 
— (8100 the frmmmnche — 

fhye pꝛowelle whan we cannot obſerate; 
Kodilterence fene toreferne. * 


And in this whyſe ofhatefull crueltie, 
Silla contriued letters defamable, 
Wheteby fie handzed out of that citie, 
Wer kalſiy baniſhed Citezens notable, 
Againſt them he was ſo Viitreatable, 
Al they; goodes acheted in that rage, 
Dfanarice and of falſe pillage, 


Another Romain named Maris, 
Bzother to s of whom tofoze J told 
Fos dzed of Hilla tied and toke an houſe, | 
vohich vnto Gotes was ſet vp foz a folde, 
Founde and rentoat in his dayes olde. 
with cozdes dzaw no reſcus might him (aur 
Dk eruell dengeannee to Catuſus graue. 
dei, "Whers- 


where Silla made by ckuel tudgement 
with a ſharpe ſweoꝛd koꝛged fo; to bite, 
After tyme his epen wer out rent, 

Both at once huis handes of to ſmite. 

His head of ſmet no radacd might him quitt 
ſet on a pole it would be none other, | 
and of delpite ſent vnto his bꝛother. 


Co gret Martus of whõ J ſpake nom tight 
the Duke ſo mtghtte and ſo huge, 

ich had — tens 46 
Foz feare of in that moztall deluge, 
Into a citce to fpnd there refuge, 


called PÞzeneſte there ſt tn gret dzed 
p whan he dehelde hiskhothers hed. 
Fo} as muche as he no ſuctour fonve, 
Diſeſ this was his purpoſe, 
Co elk with his ovan houde, 
n place where he was kept cloſe. 
2ew out a and bp anon aroſe, 


conſtrepned his ſeruaunt in þ ſodem affrap 
To ſmite of his head the ſelle ſame dave. 


Men ſaphowe death is fine of all miſchieke 
Ende of aduerſttie that doth wꝛetches tary 
Foztune here maketh another pꝛief, 

In Marius how ſhe her cours gan barye, 
By au euidentce hateful and contrary, 

to ſhewe her malice and 


bugood!yhed, 
Igoyn this Duke (alas) whan he was ded. 


his froward lady of malice mol bẽgeablt 


han her liſt furiouſly to raue, 

And ſhew her leit eruell and vnſlable. 
To none eſtate ſhe lit no reward haue, 
cauſed Marius be take out of his graue, 
By cuucil dla in ſtoꝛp it is founde, 
His ougly carrepn ſmet on peces round, 


And alter moze to ſhew his erueltye, 


pans ſhould haue no burping place 
alt his carreyn of cancred enmitis. 
Tiber there was none other grace, 


L thus ca —— folke purchaſe 
y which exaumple touchyng Mar 
Of wozldly chaũges Bochas wztteth thus, 


apa u em th - Aber wr] 
ory heathen : 


The fireh) 


To ſet a pꝛete and a pꝛobacion, 
Nothyng atteyneth vnto bye nobleſſe. 

t the clere ſhinyng of vertuous clennes. 
which map not (hew in hye noz low parage 
but where it groweth out of a pure courage, 


Monldiy power oppzeſſion, ttiranup. 


Earthly treaſour. gold, ſtones noz richelle, 
Be no meanes vnto geutrie, 


But if vertue cule they: hye pꝛoweſſe. 
Foz where vices haue any intreſſe, 
n hye byzth,meane oꝛ low kynrede, 
no man gentle but only by his dede; 


In royal palaces of ſtone # metal wzoughe, 
With galaries oz ſtately cloyſters rounde, 
Gentlenes no; nobleſſe is not ſought, 
Noz in ſellets.noʒ tn vaughtes round, 
But only there where vertue doth haboũd. 
Curtous clothes, noꝛ great poſſeſſions, 
MWaketh not a man gentle but condictons, 


—7— conclude in their entente, 
ndal theſe wozthy famous olde antours; 
No man may queth in his teſtament, 
Gentlenes vnto his ſucteſſours, 

Df wicked wede come no ſote flours, 
contiudyng thus of good men x of ſhzewes, 
cal eche mangentle after his good thewes, 


Duke Marius of whom J ſpake tofozne, 
Ok nature the ſtoꝛp beareth witnes, | 
As by diſcent both pooze and nedpbozne, 

By diſpoſicion of couragious nobleſſe, 
had in his perſon, wit, ſtrength.hardines,. 
Under al this there did his heart mine. 
A wozne of agarice his wozlh to deciyne. 


Chat bafleth plentie $ neuer may ſuffyſe, 
O what p floude that ſtauncheth no thurſt 
Oz what an appettte which euer doth aryſe; 
Away to eate and euer to tate hath luſt? 

Ol tanered hunger fo frftyng is therulte; 
That the riuer of Tantalus in his rage, 
Ok gredy etikes the fret may not aſſwagr, 


Of Marius pe haue heard the ende. 
Hs wofull fal and his bnbappy caas, 

nto fate how he dyd wende, | 
Now wa J folow mine auto; John * 


Bool. 


vnto thꝛe Cleopattas, 
pow bnto hem te Cleats andchere, 


Ill at once dyd to hym appe ce. 


Chef firſt of them by pꝛoteſſe of wypyeyng, 
had thze houſbondes Bochas doth expꝛeſle, 
wedded in pouth to Jlexander the kyng, 
Called z3ebenna apzince of great nobleſſe 
After that fo: her great fayzenes, 

She wedded was vnto Demetrius, 

Ind laſt of all to kyug Anttochus. 


Other thꝛe houſebondes wofull auenture, 
nd of her ſonnes great bnktndnes, 
Bochas afoze hath done his duſy cure, 
Heriouliy the maner to expꝛeſſe, 
which to rehearſe agarn wer pdlenes, 
Sith al the pꝛoceſſe here tofoze is founde, 
Ol the firſt and eke ofthe fecounde. 


which wedded was to kyng Ptholome, 
Like as afoze ehe made is mencton, 
Both of they: tope and they? aduerſtte , 
The firſt ſlayne by dunkyng of potſon, 
Ind the ſeconde to her confuſion, 
es wer (he woe oz kame. 

with her child ke cued that was ſlayn. 


Che third wedded was to king Gzephas, 
Slain in a temple by full great outrage, 
Fo; dzed and ſhame gan ware furcous, 
To ſaue her ſelf knew none auauntage, 
Saue ſhe embzaecdof Jupiter an ymage, 
7 hers tofoze is found, 

ſhe was dead luffred manya wounde, 

tn 


king Mithzidates bode ſeut᷑ yere 
es,hadde great tozmentes 


on Sea and lond, and by his 
bloud was bzought to — 
te 


¶ The. iiit. Chapter, 


IJ paſſe ouer theſe Cleopatras thꝛe 

Furch pꝛocede to the haſty fate, 
— way — crueltie, 

Upon the king called Mithztvat 

Ti rchearte he ——— 


Fvl.Clf, 


Of them that wet his tutours as J teve, 
Hym to deſtrope by aſſent of his kturede, 


CWhichof purpoſe dyd his death pzonide; 
By many bacouth ſtraunge occaſion, 

In tender pouth fy2\t they made hym rde. 
Upon anhozſe wilder than a Lion, 
Ok purpoſe onely foz his deſtruccion. 

But albe fo that he was yourtge df age. 
The hozſe he ruled in al his molt rages 


Not of doetrine but one lp ot nature, 
was diſpoſed cunningiy to ryde, 
t hym the maiſtr y to recuce, _ 
Mauget the hoꝛſe of wit he was his guyds, 
what way he toke froward oz aſyde, 

De dauntedhym that where fo euer he code 
Budled hym and on his backe he bode, 


His own kin and his next ales, 
Moſt laboured to bꝛyng hym to miſcherk, 
With venimous dꝛynke let on hym eſptes; 
At good leyſure as doth a couert thief, 
Of they? kel poyſon foz to make a pick, 
In they: entent this is well couth, 
Vim to murther in his tender youth. 
et 
But whan that he appercepuevrhecr treaſs - 
toſaue hymſelfe made great ozdinaunce, 
Anon as he gan Jane ſſpeccion, 
Df they: buktndly hateful purueyaunce, 
Foz reme dies made cheuiſaunce 
Mas pꝛouided they2 malice to deelyne, 
Bymany notable pʒoued medicine, 


And they malice paidently to eſchewe, 
Is remembꝛed wle he was pong of age, 
with certain krende s whiche p dyd Him ſes - 
He dilpoſed of cuſtom his courage, 

To hunte and chaſe beaſtes molt ſanage, 
Under that colour he dyd it foꝛ a wyle, 
Farre fro his toutrey abſft him foza while. 


Ot one — art, and one chere. 
Suoffred man — he auines, 

Fa deſertes the — ol ſeuen pere, 
Among hye hylles bode in wyldernes, 
Set in Alta the ſtoꝛybeareth witnes, 
Fonde no lodgyng traſyng the countrees. 
Saut in bauerucs # great dolowe ys 


The lirth 


The boke remembzeth how that His dietk, C hat he would lake tothey; entent, 
wer deaſtes wild enchaſed W great mygyt, pare phlagonpe reſtoze to thetr king, 


Fled ydlenes,cſchewed al quiete. hich he had wonne the citte aſſa yl yng. 
And litie flepe ſuſtiſed hym at nyght. But he liſt not aduertiſe they: pzapere, 
By — — lyght, Noz on no parties theit requeſles here, 


there toas nother whan hym pſt purſue, | 

Hart noz hindthat might his — eſchew. He dꝛed not they: thꝛetes noꝛ manaces, 
Gate pzoudly after the londe of Galathye, 

He nother dꝛad Tigres no} Lions, In his conqueſtes wan many other places, 

* ſwift they did him allalle Tappadoce toke to his partie. 

pke of ſtrength to olde champions, Slough they: kyng of hatred and enup, 

No wild beaſt ofgreat noz ſ\malentrapyle. - Arcaratbes a ful manly man, 


t hi d not count di began, 
Ie wr ware ery thre, reuaple And in this wiſe his conqueſt he began 


great 


lwifktnes had Mithudate. 


——— twene hym a Nichomeds il 
All ſodetniy he gan fall at debate, 


Among he eee thought he would warrey hym in deve, 
Imong to tournap and ren on hozſebathe, — mater and elate, | 
Al delicate fare he did alſo deſpyſe, In Cappadoce toe on hym theſtate, | 
Ol gredy exteſſe tn hym there was no lack Toreygne as ktng agatuſt hisentent, | 
A nyghte his ſlepe ful oft he bzake, Yenother beyng ofcounſayle noz aſent, | 
the houres fo; to mathe. | 

n the dawnyng roſe vp ozthe larke, And Ariarathes oz they gan debate, 


ad long afoze to his ovone encrees, 
genere —— — ͤ— 
e 8 Whan thep as n 

d hymſeit ot manhode — here, And che alko was called Laodices, np 


Eo Er | 
0 » 8 | 
caught of his cõming tn heart a maner dzed * 


uppoſyng afozethathe was ded, 


n whoſe abſence his wife Laodices, 
oncepued a chyld as made is mencion, 
the defame ſhould not come in pꝛees. 
1foz to ſhe ſought occaſion, 
— — — 
of which defautes her lozd was nothing fain 
kamen he eurhmupe hero Cape 


Unto the croune they: father 
Foz which they gan kellyto 
Tyll Pithzſdate falſly gan contriue, 
His two neuewes bngoodly to depzine, 


All Cappadoce he toke into his hond, 

s owne ſonne he hath there crouned king 
appadoctens by aſſent of all the londe, 
Gan diſobey of purpoſe his woꝛkyng. 
Mhan the Romans coſidzed al this thing 
AIrtobarzanes in haſt they ſent doun, 


Geyn Mtthꝛidate to kept that region, 


The\ſdne of wh6 fro thẽ thethaue refuſed 
Dut ofthey; gan hym to 
To Mithudate Legates wer downe feute Foz thei ſempt their fraunchiſe was abuſtd, 
Trothe Komaens gym fowly requiryng, do ſe a fozeyn octuppe that place. 


2 — oztune to be the 
2 —— 


kyngadom 


Bdoke. 


Mittnidate gan newly them manace, 
Ind toke voith hym to ſuſteyne his parte, 
Cigranes the kyng of Armenpe. 


I3rriobarzanes that was fro Rome ſent, , 
Co Cappadoce to helpe them and counſatle 
Of Weithaidate knowpag the entent 
Pow he came doun p2oudiy hym talſayle, 
with Tigranes ſet in the firſt battaple, 
Of Cappadoce, that all the regton, 

was bzought that day to their ſubie ccion. 


Chus Mithzidate haupng his entent, 
Jn ſhozt tyme countreys conqueryng, 
was miqhtieſt pztnce of al the Ouent, 
Ind in tho dayes one the greateſt Kyng, 
Indas it is remembꝛed by waſting, 
delited moſt in aſtronomte, 
n ſozttlege and in lozeeryes 


Ind with all theſe he dyd his buſy cure, 

Foꝛ tolearne bncouth concluſions, 
Indſccretes (ought cut by nature, 

knewe the languages of dwerſe regions. 
Of two and twentte ſondzy nations, 

Ind helde women many moe than one, 
Loued Yipſicrata aboue them euerychone, 


To the Romains this manly Mitturdate. 
Is bookes olde recoz2dc ot hym and ſayne, 
dyon a day of very cruel! hate, 

Though al Iſie he bad that eche Romayn, 
Should of his men merciles be llayne, 
Cwentie theuſand he ſleugh eke on a day, 
Romain marchites durſt no m ſay nay 


Co hym he dzough diners nactons 
Cocnereaſe his partie by puiſſaunce, 
Cumbꝛops. Gallots, with other regions. 
Beſternois toke to hts allcaunce, 

with traunge people made his acquatntice 
Where that euer he rode nye oꝛ karre, 

Dith them of Rome foz to holde warte, 


gu Gzece alſo he gate many an Tle, 
Ciclades to his ſubteccion, 

Conquered ſo that within a whyle, 

Df athens he gat the famous toune. 

But whan Komatns knewe his intencion, 
dei tent Sillaty a furious hete, 


dl. Clxii. 
with Mith;date in Gzett foz to mete. 


Irchelaus trhich that was counſtable,. 
Ledyng the hoſt of kyng Mithzidate. 
Gan agem Silla truſting he was able, 
Mauger Komains with hym to debate, 
As they met in they: furious hare, h 
Beſide Cheronea of Gzece agreat towne, 
Ok Irchelaus the partie was bzought doun 


There gan Silla tobe victozious. 

Sein Mithudate and by great violence, 
Gat all Cpheſe a kingdom full famous, 
Rode though A fte fonde no reſiſtence, 
By his knighthode and manly pꝛouſsdence. 
Cappadoce, Bithynp cke alſo, 

Co Romain handes he gate thẽ both two. 


wha Mithudate petcetued hath this thing 
Dow the conqueſt of Silla toke encreaſe, 
Inone he caſt without long tarying, 

Fo2 a tyme with hym to haue apecs, 
Othye wiſedom he was not recheles, 

To d1r'*imule tyll he fonde tyme and ſpace, 
In Foztune to fynde better grace, 


Abode his tyme kept himſelfcloſe, 

Cyll he fond le yſet lyke his opinion, 

In this vohyle of auenture aroſe, 

Wirhen Rome a great diſcencion, 

Twene two conſulers being in that fobons 
which to appeyſe by his auctozttte, 

Silla came vp agapn to the citte, 


Uhan Mithudate hes abſence dydeſpye, 
to his purpoſe fond opo:tunikee, 

Gathzed people and with his chiaalrye, 

A ſiege laxde vnto Cizttum the citie. 

Oktal Aſte moſt of auctozitie, 

tyil Lucullus a mightie conſulere, 
fobzeake the ſiege appzoche gan full nere. 


Mtithziate had on kue captarns, 

tofoze the tomne made a diſcomfiture, 

Ok hye deſpite he had to RKomains, 

But Lucuſius the damages to reture, 

CTencloſe his enmies did his buſy cure, 

to his minours gaue anone in e, 

About the ſiege to make a ditche ful = 
Thep 


They wilhen had knowlagyng, 

By certayn tokens of all they gouernalice 
Mherupon they made no tarptng, 

To caſt away foz theyʒ deliueraunce, 
Mithudate ſeyng they? ozdinaunce, 

Ok hye prudence eſcaped away beſide, 


And at the ſtege liſt no lenger abide, 


Lucullus than the mightie conſulere, 
Purſucd afterſlough ofhis meynee, 
Such multitude that A ſopus the rtuere, 
was made with bloud like the read ſee, 

W wind and tempeſt fozdzicut alſo was he, 
And whan he ſawe noſuccour in the londe, 


To ſhip he went with ſtrong # mighty hõd. 


He fende Foztune cruel aduetſarpe. 

On londe and ſea this woꝛthy Mithzidate, 
And Nepturus made the ſea contrary, 
Againſt hym his putTaunce tabate. 

What (hall men call it influenct oz fate: 
So ſodeinly a pzince of hye renoun, 
Fro hpe nobleſſe to be plonged doune, 


Foz any miſchiet he kept ay one viſage, 
This Muhzidate and loth was foz to plye, 
Oꝛ fo: to bowe ſoſtrong was his courage, 
But eft agein goth with his chualrys, 
Toward Adꝛaſtus an hyll ot Armente. 
wWheras Pompey beſet hym enuiron, 
Sent tro Nome to his deſtruccion. 


Mithzidate makyng his lodgyng place, 
Under that hyll whan it dꝛewe to nyght, 
the troubled heauẽ w thũdung gã manace, 
Sea Wore 
N p ne ectipteDoryer > 
Iſtonyedhym by vnware Violence, 
(That he ſtode confuſe of all pꝛouidence. 


He was by tempeſt and bnware darkenes 
Almoſt made wear ol his woful life, 
Pet J finde of very vnkindnes, 
Hiplierata which that was his wyfe, 
Nother foz warre noz no mozeall ſtrife, 
Left hym neuer diſguiſed of viſage, 
Felowed him araped as a page, 


Pet tn his moſt moztall heautnes, 
whi cloudy Foztune gan him molt manace 


' 


The ſirth 


Ok his cotirage the nattrall quicknes, 
Appalled not noz remcued from his place, 
So hye pzowelle dyd his heart enbzace, 
Not diſpey2ed foz no ſodapn fall, 

Of condicton he was ſo marctall, 


In token wherof he ſtondyng at miſchiefe, 
chaunged nother chere noz countenaunce, 
An euidente and a full great pzeef, 

Ok manlp fozce and heartily aſſuraunce, 
Del ping Foztune with al her vartaunce, 
mWhan that he fonde to his deſtruccton, 
Ok diſpaye greateſt occaſion, 


With him he had a baylife as J fynde, 
Called Caſtoz which of condicton. 

was to his Lo2de falſe and cke vnkynde, 
Ind conſpired again hem falſe trealon, 

n token wherof vp to Rome towne, 

is Loꝛdes childꝛen pong and tender of age 
Like a falſe thcfe he ſent them in hoſtage, 


One of his ſonnes he murthzed by treaſon, 
which Pithzidate toke fulſoze at hett, 
Another ſonne as made is menc(on, 
Falſe to his father which whi he did aduech 
The vnkyndnes made hym foze ſmerte. 
Foz of al! vices ſhoztlyto conclude, 

Woꝛſt ofalis ingratitude. 


This ſame childe of whom J make mynde; 
called Pharnaces which ageyn nature, 
To his father traptout and vnkynde, 
And his purpoſe agein hym to recure, 

In all haſt dyd his buſy cure, 

Foz to accompliſh his purpoſe in partie, 


_ dzough to him whole his fathers chwualrye; 


By ſleiqht # mede whi he was made (irbg, 
He beſieged hts father round about 

Unto nature me lemeth he did wzong, 

to put his father in ſo great a doubt, 
Kyndnes was farre (het without, 

Whan the ſonne with hate ſet a fyꝛe, 
Igepn his kat her lt falſly to conſppꝛe. 


with multitude his father was coſtreyned, 
Mauger his might into a towe to flie. 

His ſonne vnkinde hath at hym dyſdepned 
And pet fozall his ſtraunge aduerſitie, of 
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Of hys conrage the magnant mitte 
In his perſon ſtode whole. liſt not varye, 
Though Foztune was to hym contrarye. 


vet mine autour Bochas beareth recozde, 
pert Mithz2idate pf it would haue be, 
requyzed his ſonne to be at accozde, 

Ind ſet aſyde all olde conttattouſte. 

But he vnkynde indurate was parde, 
Euer froward malicious ofcourage, 

Ho diſpoſed from his tender age. 


So that the kyng Mithziate(alas) 
Mas ouercome by vnkindnes, 

That neuer afoze in no maner caas. 
Stode diſmated but of hye pꝛoweſſe, 
kept ay one face all paſſtons to tepꝛeſſe, 
Chis vertue fozce by marctal doctrine, 
Foz none aduerlitte ſuffredhym decline. 


Ende of his warres and his moztall urtues 
Of his debates and his diſcenccons, 

bis concubines his doughters a his wiucs 
By meane onelp ot certain pocions, 
Nough them all by dꝛinkyng of popſons 
foꝛ he not would the cauſe to deſcriue, 
Ifterhis death they ſhould byde on lte. 


his owne death of moꝛtall fel rigour, 
compaſſed afoze thus he gan deuyſe, 

made a Frenche knight p was a ſouldiour, 
With a (yHarpe ſweoꝛde in full cruell wyſe, 
toren hym th whereby the fraunchiſe 
Conſerued was his purpoſe to fulfyll, 

He would not dye but by his ovone wyll, 


Loe here the ende of king Mithzidate, 
Late pzinces al oł his death take hede, 
dow recheleſly he paſſed into fate, 

And by aCent made his heart blede, 

And Bochas here who lyſt his boke to rede, 
Nlaynly rehearſpng but in woꝛdes fewe, 
Co wozldly pztnces doth his conceit ſhew, 


TLenuoye. 


Mader punces lift bp pour tourages. 
toward heauen do your heartes dzeſſe 
Ok your memozye turne vp the viſages, 

where top is euer, peace,concozd # es 


True armonye,celeftiall ſwetenes, 
counterpeyle in your remembzaunce, = 
Wozldly chaunges Foztunes vartaunce, 


Aduertiſe the moztall fell cutrages, 
Ofbloudy warres impoſſible to repꝛeſſe, 
Whyle falſe enute with his furious rageg 
In ſondzy tealmes hath ſo great intreſſe, 
Slaughter, mucther, duiſton kalſenes, 
which conſcience haue bꝛought to bttratice 
thꝛough ſodeyn chaͤge of wozldly vartadice, 


Recken bp pꝛintes that ſat hye on ſages, 
What was the fine of they; royall noble ſſe 
Oꝛ of tirantes recken bp the bloudy wages 
ſodetnſlaughter guerdonedtheir woodne g 
Mithudate can beate hereof witnes, 

by dloud vnkpnde bzought vnto vttraunce, 
thꝛough ſode in chaũge of woꝛl dly vartance. 


Painecs remember dpon the golden ages, 
whi Saturne ruled p woꝛld in rightwilneg 
Next Jupiter fo peoples auauntages, 
The ſtlyeren wozld conſetued in elenneg, 
TUhich Mars hath now turned to felnes, 
made it ſteelen with (weozd, dagger. a laũce 
though ſodein chaũge of wozldly bartaſice, 


Of Mithzidate tegeſter the viages, 
conſpired poyſons taffray his hie pꝛoweſſe 
On londe andſea tempeſtuons paſſages, 
By conſtreint bode ſeuen pete in wildernes 
Ok his wandꝛyng peyſe thunſycrenes, 
His ende in milchiek knew none auotdallce 
gein wozldly chatige noz foztunes variaũce. 


Ik negligence haue bꝛought pou in rerageg 
toward god oꝛ he recken in ſtreightnes, 
let reaſon medle koꝛ you to ley hoſtages, 
compaſton, merep parting of almes, 
Toward heauen to ſuppozt your feblenes, 
whan your merites (hall peyſe in balaunte 
of wozldly chaunges # Foztunes bartatice, 


Deth ſpareth nother hie bloud no2 hie lina⸗ 

haue mynd hereon foꝛ anyrechleſnes (ges 

Tranſitoꝛpe be here pour pilgrimages, 

ſet  bzigauntes vnwarcly pou to oppꝛeſſe 

But if pꝛudeute byareat auiſenes, 

With pꝛouſdence pꝛele cue your 1 
| yn 


C Bow Eucratides kyngof the Bac« 
trtans was ſlayne by Demetrius, 
kyng ofthe Indtans, and after 

vis carein was caſt to 8. 


¶ The. v. Chapter. 


N 
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teyqnpng in Bactris his Cozy doth vs lere 
The name of whom was Eucratives, 
But to diſturbe his quiet and his pees. 
8gayn hym plainly as J finde, 
came Demettius 4 mightte kyngof Inde. 


Of whom the power and the bio lente. 
To Eucratides was very 9 
beſteged firſt and foz lache of defence, 
Take at miſchtet᷑ his fone not merctable, 
Fo: Demetrius was on hym fo vengeable, 
whan he was lain within his own boſides, 
made the care pn to be caſt out to houndes, 


dyng he was a wozthy kyng, 


Craſſus liſt not tenter in that realme, 


Demetrtus aboue al earthly thyng, 
Hated hym bp recozde of ſcripture, 

of rancour denied his ſepulture, | 
And fo: the matter is hatefull and contrarp 


On his NozyJ wyll no lenger tarpe. 


¶ bow Ozodes king ot Perthia warred 
with the Romains, after his 
ſonne # here wasſlam:made his 
baſtard ſonne kyng that anone 
after ſlough his father, 


CThe.vt.Chapter., 


O àArtabanus whom of 

J purpoſe my ſtile to tranſpdꝛte, 
- a ful old pꝛince had in his ltupng, 
Sonnes t wayne. dokes ſo repoꝛte, 
duhich in his age did htm moſt.comfozt, 
Mithzidate was the eldeſt bzother , 


The firth 


Seyn wozldly chaũge x Foztunes bariice, And Ozodes called was that other. 


bozne of hye bloud ſuch was his auenture, 


Led with hym eleuen Legions, 


Vhich whan his knightes auiſelp behelde, 


Mithudate by reaſon of his age. 

his father dead dyd artet hym luccede, 
which baniſhed was fo: tirannp # outrage, 
Afterward foz miſchief and foz nede, 

Into Babflon he toke his flight foz dzede, 
{he people anone after his parting. 

Df indignacion made his bzother kyng, 


Thus came Oꝛodes to eſtate ropall, 
urſued his bzother into Babtlon, 


yde a ſtege round about the wall, 
They to hym pelded bp the towne. 
Thus was his bzother bzought to confuſi 
Afoze the caftell without lenger date, 
made ſimtte ofthe head of Mitbzidate, 


In parthos after he toke poſſeſſion, 

Thus pong C zodes of volunte andpyide, 
Gan a warre agetne them of Rome towne, 
u hom co withſtand thei liſt not long 
the conſul Craſſus came doun on thetrlide, 
comaunded was ſhoꝛt pꝛoceſſe foz to make 
toward Parthia his viage foz to take, 


— Mo. o£m. oo. Au. oc aca 


left parthia,the ſtoꝛy doth deuiſe, 
Toke his waye toward 
To take there aſolemne empuſe, 
In the temple onely of couetiſe. 
toke there agein the title of reghtwiſenefſs 
Up altheyz treaſour # their great richeſſe, 


By which he gat in diuerſe regions. 
Seat multitude to hold bp his partie, 


toward Parthia faſt gan hym bye, 
by his — — — 


the ſayde Oꝛodes and with great apparade 
Mid his countrey pzofred hym battayle, 


The next mozow thi Craſſus toke p field, 
to him was bzought of black a coat armure, 


dempt it a token of diſcomfiture, 

Foz tn contrary Romains do thepz cure. 
whan theyꝛ capte n ſhal ferght oz the head, 
Ys coats armure is other white 0z read, , 
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4 nother token frowardto behold, Toke Þ penoans,banerdes,and ſtanderde s 
the ferl} Egle dete in his banere, and in ys temple s. large. long, and wide, 
All ſo ſone as men did it vnfould, Let hang them bp of ſurquedye and pꝛibe. 
contrariouſlyhe turned loke and chere, In ſigne only and eke foz a memoue, 
the back to Craus folke ſawe 5̊ ſtode nete He of Romatus hath geat the victoꝛpe. 
I pꝛonoſtite to Romains ful certeme, | | 
How Foztune to them was that day agen. With which he liſt not only be content, 
| | we ning drs fotune ſhould abide ſtable, 
By the flodpaſſing of Euptnates. (chone Juto he haty hys ſonne ſent 
with vn ware t ẽpeſtes his ſiidarves ceuers __ Pacoxs.,made htm a conſtable, 
Into the rtuer were caſt among the pers, of that region with dym to be partable, | 
To teken them al, vpright ſtode not one. of al treaſours and mouables that he fond; 
wherof aſtonted they would noferther gũe where euer he rode thzoughout al the lond; 
Theſe pxonoltikes made them lo at᷑rated 1 7115 Ws: 
Like men in heart diſpaited and diſmated, Thys Pacozus byhys thiuairtie 
; Encreace gan in hys tender age, 
Oftheſe tokens Craſſus was recheles, wherok Oꝛodes hys father had enuye 
Che pzonoſtikes alſo he did diſpile, Feareful it ſhould tourne to hys damage, 
Coke vpon hym to paſſe Euphzates, Leſt he would by title of heritage 
Coentre Parth(a only foz couetiſe. Maugre him at hys agem coming. 
Co whom Oꝛodes ſendeth in thts wiſe, Cake vpon him of Parthta tobe king, 
That his coming was moze foz pillage, | | 
Chan foz knighthode,manhode oꝛ cozage, Than Pacojus was called home ageine 
| And ok Orte where in concluſton 
Athe power of Parthia tho came doun, Al that he had wzought was in vem 
with many prefect and much great coſtage, Becauſe one Caſſius fro Rome was come 
in Craſſus and them ot Rome toun, \loughal the people in þ region. (down 
as I told abode on theit pillage. which appertemed to us as J find, 
That turnedafter to their great damage, without tapteim foz they were left behend. 
Che ſonne of Craſſus ſlaine in that fray, | i | 
His father take and al vpon a day. To withſtand this Romatne Caſſius 
. Dzodeshath his ſonne ſent agen. 
dis head ſmit of in whom was no diente which anone after the ſtoꝛp telleth thus 
and diſconfited with many legion, Ampdthe feld vnhappdly wasſlacme. 
The headof CraſſusdzoughttoÞ pzeſfce, Co truſt Foztune it is a but vatne, 
Of D;odes within hys ropal town, Mhich ol cuſtome to day is fauourable, 
which hath cõmaunded gold to be bought And to mozowe getiſhiy chaungeable, 
Co be molte there as he lay dead, (dobon 
ind to powze therofful his head. Of Pacozus death whan the noyſe aroſe, 
. and the tyſtcuſſingof hys chtualrte, 
This thing was done foz a mockerye, Ind to Ozodes in Parthois. 
Inſigne only the ſtozy doth deucle,  (Tideng was dzought feard as he would dee, 
that gold no treaſour dpon no partye Of hertaly ſoꝛo we fyl into krenſ pe, | 
Dtaunch might his thyzlt of cotletiſe. Here was none left of the royal limes, 
Huchgredimeſle ech man ſhould diſpife, laue thirty baſterdes bone of edcubines, 
fo Juarice of cuſtome in ech place, 
Ofhte pzowelle doth the p2ice deface, Thus Oꝛodes was eaſt in great ficheneſſe 
His ſonnes death was to him impoꝛtabie, 
Oxdes after did ſearch al the wardes, his wogidly cope was gone # hys gladneſle, 
Though al the field vpon Craſſusſive, = Foztune contrarye a ca de _ 


Ace fel on bys lite was not durable. 
And ot one thing moſt he dyd htm dzede; 
cauſe he had none hetre to ſuccede. 


which would not ſuffre him liue in pee s. 
til at the laſt he caught a fantaſye 

Chaſe a baſtard called Phaaates, 
Becauſe he was famous in chualrye. 
Gaue bim the crovone and the regalye, |; 
which anon after bucefly to conciude, 


Slough Oꝛodes of ingratitude. 


9 * Caus Fimbyta a Conſull of 
1 Slough hym ſeife, 


Fter to Bochas by pꝛoceſſe of p boobe 
Foure y patuces 
'FFnotable of eflate, 
Towarde hem they caſt chere and looke, 
Like vnto folke chat were cnfoztunate, 
with whom Foꝛtune had been at debate. 
Foz bytheic mauer as it ſempt wele, 
they were at mil chief fal fro hec wele. 


Firſt Fimbzca a Romain Conſuler, 

Sent by the Komatns to a great Citie, 
Called Nichomede came as à meſſenger 
To help Flaccus and entring that cirrye, 
found FlaccusCſlaine by great aduerſite 
After whoſe death his patep to auaunce, 
of Flaccus meine he toke the gouernalice, 


Ok pꝛeſumpeion without auctozite, 

Thys Fimbzta by diligent laboure, 

ful farre abcue his Nate and hys degre, 
Toke bpon him by Foztunes faiſe fauoure, 
to be called Captein and Emperoure 
al that countreybokes ſpecifie, 


Thou 
of whole pzeſumpeion Sylla had enupe. 


Purlued hym though many great Cite, 
to a Caſtel made him take hes flight, 
Where Fimbzea of great neceſlite, 
'Conſtretned was maugre al his might 
Diſpayzed fozſake of euery wight = 
tot lea hun ſeit the ſtozy telleth thus, 


within the temple ol E ſculapius. 


The lixth 


¶ Ot albinus a Conſuler of Rome 
that was ſlapne with ſtones, 


(C The. iu. Chapter. 


Rother Coſul ſtode in caas ſemblablg 
In his time called Aldinus, | 

Nm hoſe hatetul pꝛide 

was abhomnable, 

Toal folkes lothſum and odious. 

which like a rebell woode and furious 

n Romains oktner than ones, 

he le ſt wend ſlaine was with ſtones. 


CHowe Fabius Adꝛianus falſly vſurped 
to be king of Jff:cke who with all 
his famely was bzent in 
| his owne houſe, 


C The.ir.Chapter, 


Ext came Idꝛianus which 

F to eſtate full bye - 

Roſe in his time and that ful 
ſodeynlpe) | 
Ferſt in Rome bozne but oflowe degre 
toke vpon him to the countre 
Df Iffrke though hys great auctonte, 
and by hys ſlye ſubtel. and falſe werking, 
Mauger Romains ther to be crounedking 


whom to ſuppoꝛt ſhoztly to conclude, 
was a great noyumbze of the comonte, 
Of churles gadzed a confuſe multitude, 
title was none noz ground but volunte, 
Gentlemen than being in that countre, 
al of aſſent and one opinton, 
Aſſembled them to hys diltruccſon, 


rr 


At Utica a large great Cite. 
Him and his churles beſet round about, 
of wode and fagot with large quantite 
In tumpas wiſe cloſed him without, 
gadꝛed with him of bileins a great tout. 
Laide on fire that with flames read, 
Eche one conſumed into alhes or” 


Seger BEEAS 


Booke? Fol.Clv: 
C Vow Sothimus king of Thzace that mdhan Sentius thzough his hye pzoweſſe, 
muche coueted, fozwoente all and dyed Kyng Sothtmus there mauly did oppzeiſe 
im poue tie. 
| Hebꝛus in Thaace ts the chief Kiuere, 
CThe.x. Chapter. As mine auctout maketh mention, 
IA caſt not to tary in this mattece; 
| to Adꝛian came Sothimus,. to mae ot Thaace adeſeripeion, -, -. 
\J \ tofoze Bochas w teres ſpꝛẽt his face But topzocede in my tranflacion, (tell 
sas the ſtozy rehearleth vnto vs, kolo w mine autoz whiche watteth a lõg pꝛo⸗ 
In his time he was king of Thzace, ' Ot great Pompep and ot hys woꝛthine le. 
Fall ſodeinly from Foztunes grate, | 
Caſt down love krom his eſtate ropall, - ¶ How after many great conqueſtes of 
which came to Bochas ta compiein his fall gteat Mumpey great warre began betwene 
A1 My | Run m Julius Ceſar, # howe thzce hundzed 
Whoſe purpoſe-was if it would haue be, thouſand wer ſlayne: And at p laſt Pompey 
Seuen Realmes to haue conquered w his was diſconfitedandhis head ſmitten of, 
that wer ſubtect to Rome the cite (ond 775 
And al ſeuen wer of Gꝛekes loud. ä ¶ The. xi. Chapter. 
Who al coueteth ye (hal vnderſtond, 
he al foꝛgoeth ful wel affyzme J dare, drs Pompcyus of whom the 
It buſet houre,wherof eche man beware. name is couth, 6 


f — 
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Wyſe and woozthy,and famous 
15g 0: his conqueſt was b:ought to a pick, R 


of pꝛoweſſe, 


from her whele Foꝛtune caſt him down, toe vpon him in his tender youth, 
the pzetoz Sftius bzought him to meſehief After his fader by foztunate dureſſe, = 
Dred in Pouerte as made is mencion, Called Pompey the ſtozy beateth witnes, 
Ind Bochas here maketh a digte ſſton, Diſtruſſed was by ſode yn death coming, 
Comper:dioully within a litle ſpace, pP ÞMozyſaithchzough thadzing # lightning; 
To deſcriue the region of Thzace, . . 1 27 . 
His hooſt deſtroyed by the violence . 
¶ Here Bochas in partye maketh & Ot vnware tempeſt, like as ſeyth che booke 
deſeripcion of the kingdome of Fourty thouſand ſlayn in that peſtlence, 
Thaace,and paſſeth ouer- Foi feare the remnant Þ field anon foꝛſoke. 
1xghytlye vnto the ac: Tyl yong Pompey of courage on him coke 
complyſhmente of In his beginning pzoudly to p2ocede, 
vys booke, Ful like a knight his fathers hooſt tolede, 
pace whilom a cũtrey of gretfame, Rome that time by thetrdiſſenctons 
And conteynctha ful large ſpace, Among themſelk᷑ nye bzought to rumne, 

And ot Ty2as it toke firſt the name. By the froward falſe dtucſtons, | 
Sonne of Japhet, & ſo was called Thzace twene Marius + Sylla bzieflytotermine, 
which many a daye dwelled in that place, tyll that a newe ſunne gan to ſhine, 
toward trion plenteous of good, Ot wootthines which (had hes light, 
delyde Dayubie the large famous flood. In manly Pompey p noble famous knight * 
Houthward Thꝛate renneth the ſea Egee This ſaid Pompey, this noble knightlym& 
Mate doyne ltandeth tn the Occident, It his beginning though his chiualxie, 
Indthe kingdom called Pꝛopontidiee, the pzoud captein ſlough whan he began, 
Htant in Thzace toward the Ouent, which of Macius held bp the partpe. 
where great plentie ofblud was ſhed a ſpẽt CalledBzutus,which in Lumbardye, 


Ee. u. was 


was by Pöpey thzough knightly gouernace 
1 bzought vnto — 


n his beginning Pompey eke alſo, 
4 0 = — reſt and quiete, 
be ugh ben kneſhrty han he deb mete 
e im p , 
which in Scicile pꝛoudiy held his ſete. 
And all the countre pes about him enuiron. 
Pompey made them ſubiect to Rome town 


After al this Sonthe ſee, 
with many a lhe tufted with vertayle, 
toward Iffreke made a great armey, 
And there in haſte after his arrmuap le, 
with Domtttus had a great dattaple, 
bꝛougbt p cuntrey thzough his hye cenoun, 
tobe to Rome vnder ſubtettion. 


purſuedthe great mighty king, 

— Pearbas to Maris kauoutable, 
And had alſo his ropall abyding. 5 
2 Numedp a countrey ful notable, 

geyn Pompey his power was not able, 
Foz at a caſtle as they met in fight, 
he ſlough . 
This in b2tef time holding his palſage, 
Foz common pꝛokite as made is mencion, 
By his wil dome and knightly hye courage 
Bought al Iffrike to ſubieceiou. | 
whiche ſtode afoze in rebellion, 
to the Komapns,but al they; ſturdineſſe,. 
The lapd pompeye did in halt redzelle, - 


The greateſt enmp Rome town,  .. 
thilke dayes was one Sertozius, 
and of Foztune which is now vp now doun 
On Pompeye once was Vvictozious, 

But after ſone of him it happened thus, 
Among his mepny falling at debate, 


* After the death of this Sertozxtus, 
Came Perpenna Pompey fo; taſſaple, 
8 —— 

u a o in 4 
Thich victozp — auaple, _ 
to the Romapns after by gouernaunce, 
. Hebzought Dpapn to thepz obexſaunce, 


The lixth 


RNomapn marchantes z people of ech clitre, 


In that Citie al way and not faple, 


Byautozſtie poue dy the Senate, 

This noble Pompey foꝛ vaple of the citte, 
Upon the ſea would ſuffer no Pirate, 
where euer he came fro bim they did flee, 
Foz with his ſhippes he ſedured ſo the ſee, 
And bare him there ſo manly with his hond 
that maagre the de bzought the to the loud. 


Al theſe pirates and theſe falſe robbours, 
Igadꝛed out were ofthe region, 

called Cilice, which like to rauenours, 
Mabe ageyn Rome a conlptracion, 
Robbe d. j poyled ſepl ing vpand down. 


that none was hatdy to pale d the ſee, : 


After Pompey hath made the ſea to obey, 
that pirate none durſt theron abpde, 

De by the Senate was ſent out to 
toward the Ozient,his knightes by his ſyde 
Aad wherſoeuer that be did ryde, 

Meme autour wzite by inkluence ofhcauen, 
His conqueſt was luotkt as tpꝛe oz leuene. 


And to encreaſe oł his eternal gloꝛpe, 
Perpetuallpto geat him a name, 

His laude and renoun to put in memozy, 
he builded a citte in Iſia of great fame, 
called Ncchopoly,Bechas ſapth theſame. 
Twene two floodes that one Traxes, 
and that other was called Euphzates. - 


De buylded this citie onelp of ente nt, 
that Komayn kntghtes that wer fal in age, 
And ſuch as wer in the werres ſpent, 
Sicke, wounded in pouertie 02 in rage, 


Should of cuſtome haue thetr harbergage 


— a _ri7 A. um — 


Bedding, clothes, ſpending and vittayle, 


Pompey after rode into Armeny, 

Nebel to Rome where Tigranes was king 
Faught w him there a thzough his chmalcy 
Diſconfited him there was none abyding, 
where Tigranes himſelf ſubmitting, 
Unto Pompey with euery circumſtaunce, 
Euer to abide vnder his obeyſaunce, 


Than in al haſt Pompey gan him hye, 
To ride in haſt, where like a manlye knight, 
He gate the kingdome called Jlbany, 


which toke hys name who ſo loke aright, 
of wherneſſe foz euery manere wight 
Chat there is bozne by recozde of waſting, 
white as ſnowe hath his heere lhintng, 


There been houndes merueflous ofnature 
Fo; taſayle Bulles and Lions, 
No wild veaſte —— them map endure. 

o Pompeye by many regions | 
— though Irmeny with his champtbs 
where growe herbes that may neuer keinte 
what euer colour men liſt with them peinte 


G ed realmes about in euerp cooſt, 


de the region: 

Ind Artaces the king with al hys hoot, 
Þſſeonfited as made is mention, 
rr 
which of _ whilome tobe hes name, 


Bzought al theſe countries to ſubtetcion, 
Of Sidon the mighty ltrong Cite, 

Of Itutie he toke poſſeſſion, | 
Though Frabye he came doun to Judee, 
which of Jewes was ſomtime the colitree, 
Of Libanus he paſſed the mountepne, 
where Cedzes growe as auctours ſein. 


Sent tokoze him entring in that realme, 

One Sabitius a counſtable 

Re that time in Jeruſaleme, 

3 lus a pzince ful notable. 

Ind fo; Þ tẽple was ſtrong + not pzegnable 

Layd a ſiege aboute in bꝛeade and len 

ſpace of the monethes gate it ſo os 

| ounde 

Thzethouſand Jewes brider p wall were 

Dead at the aſſaute which made reſiſtence, 

The wal after beaten doun to ground. 
after by ſturdy violence 

entred in without reuerence, 

ſancra Sanctotum men that plate call, 

Made Hircanus hyeſt pztelt of all, 


de great Biſhop Iriſtobolus, 
Sent to Nome in mighty cheines bound, 
toward Septemtrion J find wutten thus, 
gate ſeu? Kingdoms w Cities walled rofid 
Kedelles to Rome he did them confound, 


Booke: 


Fol. Clbi. 


with mighty woꝛd gate al the countre, 
Fro Caucaſus doun to the read ſee. 


n hys tonqueſt it ſempt verely 
8 the goddes had done they? cure, 
And that Foztune was with them eke bitſp 
Ties mighty Pompeye prune to aſſure 
t tuet him iſt by conqueſt rorecure, 
Ja Spayne he gate whi they were rebels, 
Thze hundzed Cities # ſixty ſtrong caſtles 


Hard to remfbze his conqueſtes etterichone 
Al thepzoweſſes of thys knightlyman, 
toward the party of Septemtrion, 

I thouſand Caſtels J find that he wan, 
Syre hundzed moe fro time that he begatiʒ 
Tight and thirty Cittes out ofdoute, 
with megyty walles cloſed round aboute; 


peyſe hys dedes,hys tonqueſtes marctall, 
Thuſe Conſull choſe fo2 hys enerees, 
Rede ye ſhal find howe he was egall, 

To Alexaunder oz to Hetcules, | 
where that ever he put him ſelf in pꝛes, 
All eame to hand concluding ye may le, 
To tomon pꝛokite of Rome the Cite. 


martial dedes to put in remembꝛaũte 
ne was choſe to doe hys diligence; 
toenacte hys conqueſt in ſubſtaunce, 
And hys knighthode of ſinguler excellfce, 
and Theophanes famous ofeloquence, 
Aſſigned was bato that laboure, 

toke hys guerdon of their comon treaſours 


— Rome was chief gouernour, 
Ceſar abſent in Saule a farre countre, 
which time Pompeie ſtode in great fauour 
Both of Foztune and Rome the Cite, 

D made blindofhys pꝛolperite, 
Pur poling in his eltmbing not ſtable, 

He would haue none þ were to him ſchlable 


Unto purpoſe was ſad ful yoze agone, 
Howe fhar loue, nothet hye lozdlhep, | 
Puet᷑ hath ben made in many moe thi one 
Nother of them would haue no felowſhep, 
Eche by his owne would hys party kepe, 
In theſe two caſes bother vnto bother, 
fadeth at a point cehe wil put out other, 
Ee. ul. To 


ToPompele reſfozting nowe age pn. 
He toke on him al the gouernadle, 
of the Komayns as pe haue heard me ſeine 
Both ot eſtates comons and pozatle. 
Ind foz bys parte al that might auaile, 

n making la wes.ſtatute oz decree, 
vp engrolſedby hys auctozitee: 


thys while which that had enuye, 
— Ceſar in hys long abſence, 
Lete make a lawe by con{piracie, 
and a ſtature concluding in ſentence; 
Without excepcion fauour oz reuerence, 
No man ſhould by wyl of the Senate, 
In bys abſence be cyoſe to none eſtate, 


The lirth | 


Of whoſe deceite Julius was ware, 
Made hym redy with many ſtrong batayle 
aſſed ouet the Alpes of Itatle, 
15 in purpoſe plapnly i᷑ he might, 
with the Komapns # Pompey koꝛ 2 fight, 
5 tweme 
Chus gan Þ warres atwene theſe punces 
Pompeye choſe fo; partye of the toun, 
ko be their duke and captein ſouerein, 
Agepne Ceſar as made is mencion. 
— — 22 = — 8 
0 ite by many ſ tau 
with dncouth tokẽ s whã they — —— 


At the ginning of theſe wokull warres⸗ 
In the heauen were ſene dzedfulſightes, 


No2 be admitted by — > ſparkling bzddes,cometes,vucouth ſlartes | 
To haue auctoꝛitie of diqnit ie noz olfite votth klame of fire many feareful lightes, | 
In court oftribune noꝛ ofſenatour, Like lampes bzenning al the long nightes 
— be pꝛomoted thys was theit aduiſe, Caſting of ſpere s. dat tes in the ayze, 
re he neuer ſo manlp noꝛ ſo weſe, wherby Komains fel in great diſpaxze, | 
Thys [awe o2detned by folke enuus, | 
Fo: hindzingonlyof Ceſar Julius, From the party of Septemtrion, | 
toward Rome came ful great | 
ndhi Julius knewe al ther falſe warkitig Xt noone lene ſters,like bloudÞ ſune ſhons if | 
Fro Gaule ſent vp to the Citie, The mone eclipled terrible in ſhewing, 
al the Senate tequping by wilting, the mounte Ethna feareful bzenning, s 
choad wh Sages auctozitie, From hys cauernes caſt bp flames read, 
trjumphe the notable dignttte, toward Jtayle which let the in right great Il « 
to haue alſo thoſt᷑ice and eſtate, | (dicad If 1 
Called in Rome the ſecond Conſulate, But ok Charibdis a dannger of the ſee 
1 i waues terrible bopled bp lyke bloud, t 
70 hym alle many great bictozye, From the rockes that in Scicclebe, If 5 
in diuers countries done fo; the Cite, was herd howling of hoũdes þ wer woode, 1 
Many conqueſt of memb2pe, Ueſta Þ goddeſſe in Rome where ſhe ſtode, I ! 
wzought by hrs fo; which of e · Mid her temple was al with teres ſpzcint, 
Bren oe gu d foz to be (quite whan p heut᷑ly fires were afoze her queint, I | 
But conttarye vnto his entente, f 
Denied htm all by one aſſente. Ifoze the goddeſſe at the aulter pzincipal, - 1 
was fire perpetual bzxenning day and night I 
UWhith was chiefe ground,roote # beeaſ(5, Til warres Ciuil hateful and terrible, n 
that bzought in ficſt the controuerſte, Gan amg Romapns in p cõtagtous fight, W « 
Ctuile diſcozdes, frowerd diuiſion, thã of vengeatice anon was queint p light, b 
whan euety man dzoudh to hys partie, CTotoꝛe Ueſta the fire parting on twe ine, | 
Ok olde hatredto kindle newe enute, ofdiuiſton a token full certepue. £ 
Cauſing pztnces,Julws,aud Pornpete, £ 
to their confuſion eche other to wartep, Earth quaues ſodein and terrible, t 
ouertourned caſtels bp ſo doun, 0 
The triumphe denied to Ceſar, with rage floudes hideous and ho:rible, £ 
Fraude of jpompeye made him therof face, Heptunus dpdgreat deſtcuccion, > 


dꝛowned bflages and many a mancion, 
Keucrſedm tfples of gold al cheir veſſels 
thzewe doun baners,ſtanderdes.And pẽ lels 


Seine theſe ſignes was found none areft, 
Che vnware miſchief coude no mi decline 
Lions, wolues, came doun fto the fozeſt 
many other beaſtes ſauagine. 

beaſtes and Serpentes of rauine, 


Jo 


Came tothe Cite and ſome ageine kinde 
Spabe as doe men in Bochas thus J find Sbeweng 


Diuers foules which of their nature, 

haue in cuſtome to fle but a night, 

Ifoze theſe warres dyd him ſelf aſſure, 

eee on 
ite łoʒ to t er . 

women with chad the tozy liſt not keine, 

Bought fozth ſome that had heads tweine 


Tofoe theſe warres that called were Ciuil 
Senatours being in Rome toun, 

came to the woman that called was Hidil, 
Unto her made this queſtion. 
To declare by Chozt concluſion, 

Imong their other queſtions all, 

Of their Cite vohat foztune ſhould befal, 


To whom ſhe gaue an anſ were ful obſcure 
wherupon ſhe made them ſoze muſe. 
Coke thẽ ſixe letters ſet in plein ſcripture 
iich in no wile they might not refuſe, 

Fo; falſe rightes that they did vſe. 
Like the thze letters twies ſet in 
who vnderftadeth they (hal p toun enctibze 


Ofthys woꝛd Regnum the firſt letter is R. 
Hots the capital of Rome the Cite; 
who loke ariaht the third is not far, 
This wozd Ruet ginneth with N parde 
Ol which wozdes whan they toyned be, 
TheClentence concludeth in meaning 

Of their Cite the ruinous falling, 


Wooke? 


Touching the F F F who can aduertile, 
of this woꝛde Ferro, F aoth tofone, 
And the cher letter ot Fames to deuiſe 
s F alſo the pꝛoceſſe wei toꝛth bone, 
ſame of Flamma by u hich p toũ was lozne 
Ok which reaſons make a contunceion, 
cauſing of Rome final diſtruction. 


Fire;ſweozd,and hiiger tauſtd byß warres 


Deſite of climbing froward ambicion, 

of cometes ⁊᷑ ot᷑ vncouth ſterres 
with pꝛonoſtike s of their deſrentton. 
Wurſt of al wilful deuiſton, | 
Amdug them ſelf by vaware violence, 

of letters ſire accompliſhid the ſentences 


twene theſe tweine laſting a great while 
Made many Romaine and Italien to dye; 
By the batailes that called were Ciulle, 
with pzopheeies remembꝛed of Sibile; 

Is the wilting ful wel cehearce can; 

ol the olde Poete that called was Lucans 


In Mattes tẽple on height where he ſtode 
and Bellona the goddeſſe deſpiteous, 

C be pzeſtes cried and offred vp their blode 
with lamentacion like folkes furious, 
Cauſe of tokens fell and contrarious, 
which that were ſhewed in that ſentuarye; 
Howe their gods to Romans wer citrary 


Wovg deadbonesthat tay tnthetr gravis 


Crye ofgooſtes in eauernes # kaues, (ges 
ard in feldes pathes andpaſſages, 
zets fled home to theit villages 


. Serpentes,Jdders ſcaledſlaer bzight, 


were ouer Rome ſepne flyingalthe night, 


Another token piteous fo: to heare, 

which aſtonted many vꝛoud Romaine; 
Dead bodyes dyd in the field appeare, 
which in batayle had afoze be ſlapne. 
Fro theit toumbes ariſyng where thep larn 
whech in the warres wotful and diſpiteous 
mere ſlaine by Sylla and pꝛoude Partug 


It was che tolde by thetr duinours, 


Fol.Clvit3 


The ſtweozdok Ceſar warres of Pompeyt 


voyces herd ltke wode me in their ra». 


Powe Pompetus was like to haue a fall, 
And howe theſtate of Romain Emperours, 
meren wgmne 

t ert n . 
and after him theſtate ſhal fozrh pzoceve, 
By eleccion 0; lineal kinrede, 


To withſtand the power of Cefas, 

which towarde Nome to de his way right, 

— was ſent, wiſe, mul p, # right ware 
whan he heard tel of the might 

Of Jultus, de tone hym to the flight. 

Eke al the ſenatours with him did fle, 

Toward Eppꝛe in Grete a ſtrong coũtre. 


Pompeye was olde, famous in chualrte, 
Ceſar but pong. hardy foz to aſſa ple, | 
Upon the pletnes of Grece and Theſlalye, 
Pompeye and he had a great battaſle, 
gein Julius ſwerd no Romain might auail 
Conſtreined of fozce the field to fozſake, 


Toward Egipt they haue the way take. 


Pompey thzough Cine came to Ptholome, 
Byagreat water at Paphos did ariue, 
On the ſtrond there he did le, 

A ſtately place and by he went bliue, 


The name of which pletnly to diſertue 
Cacobaſile the countre dyd it call. 
Ot which name the Foztune is thus kal. 


—— — | 
re re, 

By which the truſt of Pompe pe did fayle, 
Fel in diſpayze might it not recure, 
Fozſoke that Jle dyd hys buſy cure, 

Co take a ſhi ſo by the ſea ſapung. 
Toward Egipt where zdtholoine was hung. 


Ok truſt he fled to this Ptholome, 
n hope he find in him ſuccoure, 
yze chere d vnder duplicite, 
fafledat the point hym fapnt fauoure, 
Albe Pompepe by hys frend[ylaboure, 
Crowned him king in Egipt as J finde, 


The lixth 


Cweine there were that bare to him hatrey 
and in the veſſel with ſharpe woꝛdes whet 
Oz he was ware ol hys head they ſmet. 


That one of them was called Achtllas, 
and his felowe named was Photine, 
Toke vp the head of that pzince alas, 


Famous in knighthodbozne of gentyl lim 


Among Romatins as aucrours determine, 
Hold in hys time if men doe him right, 
though al the woꝛzld one the — 

| ame 


| Thus earthly princes W al their pompoug 


which thzough 81 p wond yeueth ſo gret a lod 
Ok dlaugytet # murdꝛe they tote firll their 
By falſe rauine and extoꝛcion (name 
Clambe vp firſt ſo to dominacton. 

Benning of countries conqueſt dy violfce 
Set them in chayzes of wozldly excellence 


— batayle that called Orang = 
d atwene ompeye and Ceſac 

the hundzed — within a while 
Thꝛe thouſand take the ſtozpe telleth thus, 
without pꝛinces notable and glozious, 

As Hinges Pꝛetours cekned al at ones, 


, Triunes,Conſulles,and Centuriones. 


( 
— night not his derees 
noꝛ on the ground ſhewe out his clere light 
Men that were ſlayne lay ſo thick on bzede 
that of the earth no man had a ſight, 
wulues. beares, rautnous foules of flight, 
Came great plẽts to fede tht there eche day 
Beſide the tiuer of Peneus where they lay 


Godbettes offleſhe which foules did arace, 
fro dead bodies bozne vp into the ayze, 
Fel fro their clees vpon Julius face, 

Amid the field where he had his repay2e. 
Made hys viſage bloudy and not fayze, 
alve that he to his encreace ot gloꝛ pe. 
Had thke day ol Romapus the victozye. 


| (ring 
The head ot ybzought w his ately 


To whom agetn he was falſe and bnkind, offred bp to s hye preſence 


To mete Pompeye he lete ſtut᷑ a barge, 
By a maner pzetence of frenolchede. 


He by compaſſion the murdꝛe a 
ofhys ynnate imperial excellence, 
Bꝛaſt out to wepe and in hys aduertence, 


Gaue his me yny that were there in charge, thought gret neee 


io murdꝛe Popeye behigdt the a gret mede, 


Should ſo be ſlayn þ was ſo good a knight PolTeſNtori take no fojre of wong noz right 


Che cozps abode without ſepulture. Such .dtuiſion made many man to depe, 
mi one Codzus of compaſſion, Bought the citte to deſolacton, 
tet the bartaplc and diſtonfrrure, with theſe two pzinces Foꝛtune liſt to ple ye 


dethought hun of great affeccion, tell om der whele ſhe caſt them both down 
tohyde the trunke lowe in the ſondes down Subtil diſeeit frauve and colluſion, 
Sought timber x there he fonde but mall, by abictous climbing bieint their both light 


to doe exequtes with fyzes funcral, Poſſe ſtion take no fozre of mong noꝛ tight 
gow ſith this pxince came to ſuch miſchtel. QAodle punces temembꝛe what J ſeyt, 
— ſlayn by Ptholome the kt — — ſtop within in — — 


here ol her power foztune hath made a pztef, Of falſe ſurmoiittng auarice bearethÞ key 
what truſt there is in any woꝛldiy thing., Recon of Ceſar # Pompeyof Rome town 
after dis death wanted he not burying? - whole wilful warres, hateful diſcencion, 
This pzoud Pompey ſo famous ol his hid yeueth clere warning to you # euer 

Ot tiſh deuoured as he lay on quiche ſond. No tlapme is woozth without title of right, 


hat Chal men ſet by power oz nobleſſe, C victoziotus Julius Ceſar bzent the 
Ofſlyding goodes 0; any wozldly glozy, veſlels of Ptholome, ſlough Achil las that 
which to reſtreyne may be no ſikerneſſe:. would haue murdzed him? atter great vices 
Foztune and the wozld is tranlitozy, toes he himſelf was murdꝛed w bodking 


T Mars to day yeue a man victozys, by Bzutus Caſſius and otders. 
e to moꝛowe vnwarelyhe ſhal dye, 


Jtake recozdof Ceſar and Pompey. CThe.xt.Chapter, 

Hith al tant vnder danger of Foztune, Fter the woful compleyntlamentable, 
e wondiy men doc pour looke vp dꝛeſſe, Of Pompeys death ptteous foz 

40 thilke place where cope doth ay contune, to heare, 

the blind lady hath there none intreſſe, werres remẽbꝛed with treaſons impoꝛt able 


Set p2yde aſyde take ye tomekeneſſe,- Compalledfraudes farced with fayze chere 
to ſue bertue do truely pourlabour, (rour Conſptred mut der rehearſed the manere, 
Geyn wozldly pope make Popey your mir» How any Photon fraudolent of cozage 
Ln (The death conſpired of Pompey fall in age 

n 0 


The pꝛoceſſe told J hold it wer but v2yn, 
{Þ 94s tragedy of the great Pompey, therof to wzyte a new tragedye, 

Declareth in groſe the chicfoccaſion, Ching once ſayd it to rehearte ageyn, 
he and Ceſar gan fyzſt to werrey, It wer but pole as foz that partie, 
agem other though vayn ambicion, But how Ceſar went out of Theſſalie. 
To haue loꝛdſh and domination came to Alexandꝛy to lodge him in þ place, 
ouer Þ Romains by fauour, fraude oz might J wil remembze with ſuppoꝛt of pout grace 
Poſſeſion take no fozce of vozongnoz right 8 - | 

ed was in the palace royal, 


Totrouthes party pꝛyde is loth to obe ye, — was buſy did diligent labour, 
Extoꝛt power doth great deſtruccion, 


thꝛough that region in temples ouer all, 
Wyſe pollicte all out of the we ye, to ſpople goddes and haue al theit treaſout 
Pꝛudent counſel, age with dilcrecion, where he was mocked fond there no fayour 
Loſt their libettie of free eleccion, (ght Foz Ichillas which that ſlew Pompe pe. 
who was moſt ſtrong w him held euery dot Caſt him with Ceſar pzoudlyto * 


The ſixth 


Des purpoſe was to fall vpon Ceſar, 

As of nature was his condicion, | 
Falſip to murder men oz they wer ware, 
By ſome ſieiqht to fynd occaſton, 

to deſtroy Julius by treaſon. 
And to actompliſh his purpoſe in partie, 
Had twenty thouſand in his company 


This Achill as falſe cruel deceiuable, 
Caſthim decetue Ceſarifhe might, 
Ok the Egiptians leader and conltable, 
with the Komayns purpoſeth foz to fight. 
But when Ceſar therof had a light, 
He is deſcended and faſt bythe ſee, 
Bꝛent all the Nauep of king Pthotome. 


All the veſſels wer dzxteuen pb with a ſtode 
To great damage of ſayd Ptholome, 
tus bzent them euen there they ſtode, 
a great part beſide ofthe citee, 
And there was bzft which was ful gret pitie 
the famous libzary in Equpt of the kyng, 
Ful fozty thouſand volumes there lying. 


In which thig Bochas teherſeth in ſentẽte 


that 


tholome was greatly commendable 
his beſy ropal pꝛouidence, 

made bhimſeife a libꝛary fo notable. 

Foz to all clerkes in ſtudy that wer able. 

Ok ſeuen ſciences the tozyp beareth mynd, 

Like they; deſyze might bookes find, 


After this fire in Pharos the cuntrey, 

the Egipttans had a great battayle, 

where Ceſar was ok great neee(ſitce, 

that day conſtreyned whan Þ field gs fayle, 
take a Barge fro Egipt fo: to ſayle. 

But ſo great pꝛeaſe folowed at his backe, 
Almoſt the veſſel was lide to goe to wzacke 


Ceſar armed with letters in his hond. 
Put his perſone that day in auenture, 
Two Hundzed pace he manly ſwam tolond 
Notwuthlonding his heanygerat arm 

0 n great armure, 
But yet tołoꝛe oz Celar toke the ſee, 
He in the field had take Ptholome. 


And Ychillas the murdꝛer of Pompey, 
with all his felawes chat wer of aſſent, 


wer ſlayn that day there went none awap, 
Manp Egipcian theſame time bzent, 
Ceſar of mercy to Ptholome hath ſent, 


to Iliſaundꝛp ſent him home of newe, 
charging he (huld to Romatns fucth be true 


But whan he was deltuered fro priefon, 
Ok Egipcians in Xliſaundry the Cite, 
From cucrpcoaſt gadzed great foyſon, 
Agein Julws came down with his meyne, 
But pet foz al dis baſty crueitie, ä 
Such reſiſtence Ceſar gan to make, 
that.xx.thouſand þ day were ſlapne x take, 


Sixty Gallepes not karre fro the lond, * 
Twelue thouſand we coming to Ptholome 
Echone wer pelded # bꝛought to the hond 
Of Julius his pxteſoners to be, 

Than Ptholomeus beſted htm to fle, 


to the water, where mauget al his might. 


he dꝛowned was in his great haſty flight, 


He knowen was by his riche haburion, 
Ok gold and ſtele it was entermapled, 
By Ceſarſent into the ropal tovne, 
Which foz defence was ſtrongly enbattailed 
Buckles of gold cichly enamapled: 

which tokens anon as they haue ſepn, 
Diſeſpeyzedto Ceſar ſent agepne, 


Ok thẽ to Ceſar was made feith r homags 
The Realme of Egipt bzought to labteccis 
till he of grace and merciful courage, 
To Cleopatra gaue al that region, 
Longing to her by ſucceſſion, 

By tytle of right that ryme and none other, 
Becauſe onely Ptholome was her bother, 


King Lagus whilom in his teſtament, 
Father to Cleopatra and to Ptholome, 
tofc:e his death bygreat auiſement. 
Clerelp enacted his laſt volunte. 

that hes kingdom departed ſhould be, 
Halte to Ptholome as his bequeth was, 
that other halte to quene Cleopatras. 


She by her bꝛother was holde in pꝛieſon, 
To kepe her wꝛongly from her heritage. 
whe rot Ceſar had compaſſion, 

Purpoled him to refourme her —_—_ 


Ind whe that he held there bis hoſtage, 
Of equite,of lawe, and et reaſon, 


of al Egtpt gaue her poſſeTion, 


Than came Juba of Libye lozd andking, 
"Gower of firiucs and diſcention, 
p;oude, bie of pozt,cruell in werking, 
which in eſpecial had indignacton, 

unto the wozthylaſt Scipton, 

Cauſe he was choſe like as bokes ſeyt. 
Coſuccede next Conſulto Pompeye, 


| Thys Juba eke bare — great hatrede, 
ſought a quarel agein 014 thing, 
— that he was clad in purple — 
foz htm ale dging howe only that clothing, 
go manet eſtate ſhould vſe but a ting. 
Went koꝛ hm ſelf ſittina in roial thione, 
he would as king that colour weate alone. 


here mine auetour maketh a digreſſion, 
putting exaumple of Almaine the cuntre, 
Hetth that there is none othec nacion, 
Touching aray that is ſo diſguilee, 

in waſt of cloth and ſuperfluite, 
Kehearſing here in ful plexne language, 
In many wife ſuch wal doth glei damage 


It cauſeth pꝛide and ambition. 
tin the vertue of humilite, 
Co lecherpe it peueth occaſion, 

which is contrary vnto chaſtite, 

vaſt of arap ſet folke in poue rte, 

Cauſeth alſo ſuch coſtage ſpent in bepne. 
ok other pooze to haue ful great dildeine. 


where ſuperkluitie is bſed of aray, 

Riot foloweth,pzoud poꝛt and Jdleneſſe 
with waſt of time d2tue forth the dap, 

Late dzinking, watch, ſurket, dʒunke neſſe. 
Cngendzethfeucrs and many gret exceſſe, 
Thus eueryſurfet englued is to other. 
and one miſrule bztngeth in an other. 


God ſufreth wele there be a difference, 
Couching ar ay as men been ot degree. 

die eſtate that and in excellente, 

Muſt be pzeferredof teaſon men map ſee, 
as Cloth of golde, ſtones andperre, 


Was foz pʒinces w other freth clothtnges, 


Wooke: 


But ſpecially purple was fo: kinges; 


Thus was there ſet of hie diſcreacton, 
aray actoꝛding to punces he noble lle. 


And foꝛ other eſtates io wet downe 


Like their degrees twene poucrc riche ſſe 
An oꝛdꝛe kept from ſcatſite and exceile, 

A mcane pꝛouided at wene hie and lo we, 
Like to him ſelt᷑ etch man maybe znowe. 


But king Juba inſolent and mad, 

of ſutquedy caught an opinion, | 
That none but he tu purple ſhould be (ay, 
Cauſing debate twene him aud Sctpion 
Pet were they patty boty with Rome toun 
agein Ceſar anddzough towra:dPompeye, 
Foz which at miſchief both they did depe. 


whan Juba felt hym ſelf of nopowere, 
Age m Ceſar to hold chauinpartee, 

Fo: (o20we he loſt countenaunce and chere 
ok bye diſdatne and melancolpe. 

Called one Pet: cus a knight ot his al pe, 
made. them by aſſent þ they were both faine 
Felly to fight tyl one of them was ſlaine, 


Igein nature was this traunge fight © 
Eche to ſle other andkneweno caule why, 
but foz king Juba was an hardy bntgh*, 
He ſlowe hys felowe and abode pzoudly, 
and tather chaſe to dye wiliullp, 7 
Of hie dilptte and ol pꝛoude cozage | 
Than vnder Ceſar to lie (nſecuage, 


Made cal a man whom he foued wele, 


Saut vnto hym great gold ⁊ great guerd5 


to take a ſtrozd fozged of fine (tele, 

And make therof nolenger delacton, 

But badde he ſhould fo2 Mot contiuſion, 
Take vp0 htm and haue no feare noz dzeay 
without tarytng toſmute of hys head, 


Thus king Juba rather chaſe to deye, 
than lenacr lxue in ſubieccton, 
Under Ceſar he loued ſo wel Pompeye., 
Than next to Bochas as made is mf eion. 
Came Iriſtobolus w face + loke caſt doun, 
whichwasto Rome akoꝛe as J haue tolde, 
Sent by Pompeye tobe kept in y_ t 
a hi 


which after was deliuered from pꝛiſon. 
By help of Ceſar in full haſty wile, 


Standeng in hope ofhys region, 
To be reſtozed ok the mo. x 


Pꝛetarted was to his great htndering, 
By Pompep of Jewes crowned king. 


which Ariſtobolus hopeth to recure, 

caſt meanes there to reigne agein, 
wzoughttheron, did hys buly cure, 

whole haſtplabour was but ſpent in bepn 
Fel in the handes ol a pzoud capteine. 
which that whilom was lo ging to 
And he w popſon vnwately made him de ye 


¶ Dow the laſt Scipto Cofiſuler of Rome 
foz that he not liſt to ltue tn the ſeruage 
of Julius Ceſar rofe him ſelte to 
heart and ſo died. And ot 
the _ of Julius 


counſulere, 
with whom Juba was at deſcencion 


— In kul great feare, 
whan Ceſar had within land, 
th? both ſtrong 5 mighty hand 


- - - * 


Wherby Hcipion gan fal in diſpatre, 
—— aatins,. 
With the Romains gan make his repaire, 
to 
oward the t ſt 
that they in Arche . 


Sctpion ſeing this wokul caſe ſode n, 
howe he was bzought vnwarely to miſchief 
— b captein, 
Being a te and of the lea a thief, 
which is a name of ful great repzief, 

The ſame ate longing to Ceſar, 
Fel on Scipion oz that he was ware. 


= 


The ſixth 


where Htrcanus as ye haue heard the gutle 


Enke bpon ÞPtholome which by colluſton 


taſt him ot᷑ newe Ceſar to warreye, 


e as it was told while ere 


Being in purpoſe to take him pꝛiſoner, 

within his ſhip tofoze hys atmatle. 

Foz which (alas) dul gan his chere, | 

His countenauuce appalle and eke fale, 

to find confozt no man coudehum cofiſayle, 

— c woꝛd wha he might not aſtatte 
nd roue hym ſelf euen to the heatcte. 


Thys was the ende ol laſt Sepion. 
Leuer he had at miſchtet᷑ ſo to depe, 
Than vader Ceſar lpe ketred in puſon. 
Oz to his loꝛdſhip in any wile obe pe. 
Co Bochas next him came Pompeye, 
Sonne and heire to great tus, 
Contratie alſo to Celar Ju 


Had bzethzen and ſiſtren moe than one 
and many an other of their alliaunce, 
And ok aſſent they caſt them euerychone, - 
Their fathers death hauing in remfb:aiice 
Upon Cefar to take therof ve 


ngeaunce, 


Slough their father by full falſe treaſon, 


The eldeſt bzother called eke Pompeye, 
being in Spayne with full great apparadle 


And hys people pꝛoudip to aſſafle. 
And as J find there was a great bataile, 

n which Pompeie the eldeſt ſonne of thie 
Julits men conſtrained was to fle, 


He kond no ſuccoure noz recect him to ſaus 
of hys life he in great dzead, 
Knoveng no refute kled into a caue, 
Teſcape away knew no better red (head 
where he was ſlaine to Ceſar bzought hys 
Sent furth in ſcozne anone to Hiſpale, 
which in Spayne is a ful great Cite. 


Thus by pꝛoeeſſe al wholp the kinrede, 
of Pompeyus fo; ſhoꝛt concluſion, 

By Ceſar were, and by hys men in dede, - 
without mercy bzought to diſttuccton. 
Thus gan encreace p fame and p renoun, 
Of Jultus cd queſt on ſea and ee on land, 


| al ſwozd mid: 
whoſe moztal ſwoz nnn 


Firſt in Libye, Sparne, and ehe Jtaple, 
Chexperie nee of hrs rotal putTaunce, In 


«> « _ «© == =«o@at< <a a x 


Boone. 


n Germany by many ſtrong battayle. 


power pꝛeued full oft times in Fraũce he mu 


Tith Bodktns pearſpngas an nall, 
rth:ed was with many moztal woty, 


b;ought al theſe kigdoms vnder p oberſice lo how falle truſt in woꝛldiy pompe is foũd. 
Of the Romains pe tſed al this thing a ſein | 
touching his guerdd his laboꝛ was in vein, CLenuoye, 

oward Nome makyng his cepay2e, > D20ugd al this boke * rede ech tragedie, 
By him appeyſed ciuil diſſencions, TT Ifore reheatſed and put in remẽ bꝛaũte. 
Of thzone unpertall cltmbyng ou the ſtayze Is none moze woeful to — kant aſte, 
Foz the conqueſt of thirtene regions, than is the fall of Ceſar in ſubſtaunce, 
Of the triumphe required the guerdons, which in his hyeſt (mpertall putſſaunce, 
which to recure his fozce hath applyed, was whan he wend haue be moſt gloztus, 
Abbe the Se nat his requeſt hath denped, murthzed at Rome of Bzutus Caſſius, 
And his name moꝛe to magnifye, Chis marctal punce riding tom Lũbard 
Co ſhew the glozy of his bye nobleſſe. eche coſittey pelded + bought to obeiſante, 
Co the Capitolle faſt he gan him Hye, paſſing the Alpies rode though Germany 
Is Emperoz he domes there to dzelle, To ſubiecetõ bzought the realme of Fratice 
that day began with toye # great gladneſſe Gate Bzutis Albion by long continuaunce 
The eue nothing accozding with the mozow two Luſtris paſſed this manly Jultus, 
the entring glad. the end trouble andfozow, Murt ed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſias, 
Calphurnia which that was his wyre, Among the Senate was the conſptracye 
Pad a dꝛeame the ſame night befo:ne, All of aſſent andof one accozdaunce, 
tokens ſhewed of the ſame funeral ſtrife, whoſe triumphe they pzoudly gan denye, 
How that her 1lozd was lckely to be lozne, but mauger them was keptthe obſeruance, 
By couſptracie compaſſedandſwozne, His chare of gold, with ſtedes of pleaſaunce 
fhe that day without aduiſement t dueied though Rome this pzince moſt põ⸗ 
nthe Capttolle ſate in cmdgement, p murther folowig by Bzuts Caſſtus, (pus 
She dzeamed(alas)as ſhe lay and ſlept, Reck his coquelt , reckon bp his chiualry, 
that her lozdthzoughgtrt d many a wound with a counterpepſe of woxldſp. bartaunce; 
Laytn her lap. and ſhe the body kepte, — Foꝛtunes chaunges foz his putpartie, 
Of womanhode like as ſhe was boundes Mape al together caſt them in balaunce.: - 
But wo(alas) to ſoth her dzeame was fodd, Set toof Ceſar the miſcheuable chaunce, 
The next mozdw no lenger made delay, with his parodye ſodeyn andenus, 
Ofhis parodye was the fatal daye, Murthꝛed at Rome by Bzarus Calls, 
Ipooze man called To 8. Bokes all and Chꝛonieles , 
Which ſecretely the treaſon dyd eſpye, By tnflaenee — ms 1» HR 31 
Let watte a letter toke it Jultus, Mars and Juptter theyʒ fauout dyd apply 
The caas declaryng of they conſptracte, with glad aſpectes his nobleſſe to enhaunte 
which to reade Ceſar liſt not apply, Mats gaue hi knighthode; gouers 
But wo(alas)ambictous negligence, amũg pꝛices hold one p moſt famus (nice 
cauſedhts murther by buware violence, murthzedat Rome by Baatus Caſſins,- * 
Ceſar ſitting midde the conſiſtozpe, Behold of Alexander the great monarchye 
In his eſtate moſt impertal. which al the wozid had vnder obeyſaunce,; 
Ifter many conqueſt and victozy, Pꝛoweſſe of Hectoz medicd with genttte, 
Toztune awapteng to yeue hym a fall, OfIchilles melancolke vengeaunce, 


ft. Rerhon 


Fol. Clx. 
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the fine of Jultus, 
Murthzedat Rome by Bzutus Caſſius. 


zinces conſider in marciall policte, 

s nother frult.fapth,no: afftaunce, 

al ſtand in chaũge with trwotnkling of an eye 
Vp toward heanen ſec your attendaunce, 


the woꝛlde vnſure and woꝛldly pleaſaunce, |; 


Loꝛdſhp ab yde not. re coꝛde of Julius, 
Murthzedat Rome by Bzutus Caſſius, 


Octantan ſucceded next after 
tus Ceſar,3 how the murdꝛers 
| of Julius dyed at miſchte ke. 


C The.xittt, Chapter. 


* dur tbe murthet ot this manly 
cos noble pꝛnce. this famous 
His woꝛt hy neuew called Octautan, 

to reigne in Rome was next his ſuccefſotir 
TuUlhich did his devour by delegent labour, 
To puniſh all tho ofnature as he ought, 
by rightful dome that Þ murther wzoughte 


Chief conſpiratour was Bꝛutus Caſſius, 
which ofthts murther made al p ozdinatice 
Another Bzute ſurnamed Decius, 

Was one alſo conſptring the vengt aunte, 
wought on Ceſar he after ſlain in Fraũce. 
Here men may ſe what coſtes þ men wend, 
Bow murther alway requireth an cud end. 


Within the ſpace almoſt of the pere, 
Deſtroyed wer al the conſptratours, 
By ſodein death and ſome ſtode in datiger, 
to be baniſhed oꝛ extled as traptours, 
And as it ts Chzonicled by aufours 
S pate of thre reckoned one by one, 


Co murther a p2zince it ts a piteous th 


The ſirth 


Reckon dfechone$ quaueryng aſfucadice, Jn bye eſtate is litle fecrenes. 
Among reme 


C How Marcus Tullius Cicero was twa 
times extled,x at þ laſt ſlain by one Põpilis 


¶ The. xv. Chapter. 


n V ne autour here witteth no 
Aionger pꝛoceſſe. 


Ot Jultus death complaynyng 
"buta e 


to wette of Tullie tn haſt he gan hym dꝛelle 
compendtouſiy his lyfe fo: to complle, 
complaynyng fy:ſte ſith his bare n ſtyle, 
's (nſuffictent to mite as men map ſeen, 
ffonotable a Kethoztcien, 


Lampe and lanterne of Romain Ozatours 
Tory 
rnato 8 S, 
this — moſt of excellence, 
Mholſe merites truely to recompence, 
em nine me thought as Jtoke hede, 
croune of Laurer ſet vpon his hede, 


Bochas aſlonyed gan of hymſelf conclude, 

His looke abaſhed.rull of hus courage, 

—4 — —.— x — mh 
at cunnyng 

Where by he ſhould to his auauntage, 

though he tabozed wuting al his lie, 

Ct Tullius the merites to deſcrme. 


Wherof ſuppꝛiſed he caught a fantaſte, 
within him elt remembzyng anon ryqht. 
though it fo fall ſometime a cloudy ſaye, 
Be chafed with wynd afoze p ſunue btght, 
pet in cect it leſeth not his lyght. 

So Vochas dempt that his dull wiiting, 
Eclipled not of Tullius che ſhynyng. 


With rude language a man map wel repo}. 


died at melchtek the murthzers euerichone, p laud of triũphes # conqueſtes meruetlus, 


which thing temembꝛing greatly gd cofozt 
the heart of Bachas a to himſelf ſpake chus 


God of his right wil take therof vengeaũce. Two colours ſeen that be contrarius, 
Emperourſofamous in ech thig As white and blacke it may det none other, 


nameipan 
which al the — — Eche in his kynd ſheweth moze foz other. 


Keckon hts coqueſt 
All peyſed in one 


— Jn hednspzelence larreslele thei lot 
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ſothly quod Bochas,of whom whan J fotte 
myne hand J tele quakyng whyle J waite, 


But foꝛ to yeue folke occaſion, 

which in Rethoꝛitze haue moze experience, 
Than haue ,. and moze inſpeccion, 

In the colours and craft of eloquence, 
Them texcite to doe they: diligence, 

unto my wziting whan theymay attende, 
Of compaſſion my rudenes to amende. 


unto hymſelk hauing this language, 
Bochas to wꝛite gan his penne dꝛeſſe, 
under ſuppoꝛt aff oꝛced his courage, 

Co remember the excellent noblelle, 

Ol this Oꝛatour which weth the ſwetnes 
Ok bis dities abode as they haue ſhined, 
path al thts wozld molt clerely enlumined. 


Chis Tullius, this ſtnguler famous man, 
fit to remember of his natiuttte, 

Bone at Arpinas a citie of Tuſkan, 

Of bloude royall deſcended who lt ſee, 
6xkiſh bokes of olde antiquitte, 

Made of Kethozke a tn they: vulgar ſong 
Fe tranſlatedinto Latin tong. 


Jn tender youth his countrep he koꝛſoke, 
Indfro Tuſkan his paſſage he gan dzeſſe, 
Toward Rome the ryght way he toke, 
Cutring the citie the renoumed nobleſTe 
d in his perſon ſhewed the bughenes 
Ofdmers vertues, tyme whyle he abode, 
That like a ſunne his fame ſpꝛed abzode, 


#0: his bertues made a Citeſafn, 

The good repoꝛt of htm ſhone lo elere, 
Like as he had be bozne a Romain, 

Ju then kauour his name was ſo entere 
among them choſe foꝛ a conſulere, 

Neyn the citie time of bis conſulate, 
Whan Catilme was with them at debate. 


By the pzudence ofthis Tullius, | 
ind his manhode reckoned both in fere, 
Caulma mod cruell and pzous, 


Booke. 


Clere at midday appeareth not Lucine, 
the fame of Tuilie wohelom (hone lo bztght, 


P 


unte ol faire ſpeache father of þ dottryne 
whole bꝛight bemes ito this houre do ſhine 


Frowardof poꝛt and froward of his chere. 
Buſy euer to fynd out the mancre, 

How he might by any token oz ſyqne. 

A gapn the citte eouertiy maligne, 


Sire hundꝛed yere foure ſcoze tolde # nine 
Neckoned of Rome fro the foundacion 
This crueli tiraunt this p20ud Cattline, 
Made with okher a conturacton, | 
Agein fraunchiſes and fredom of the town 
Fy2\t diſcured as bekes tell can, | 
In the parties and bcundes of Tuſkan, 


The purpoſe wholy of this Catline, 
Imagined on falſe couetiſe, 

Mas to bꝛyng Rome vnto rune, 

And therupon in many ſondzy wolle, 
Fond out meanes, wates gan deuiſe, 
To his entent by diligent labour, 

In the citie gan geat hym great fauour. 


But finally his conturacion, 

Decured was byone Quinttus, 

which was afoze falſe vnto the towne, 
Tolde all the caas vnto Tullis, | 
by whoſe pzud?nee and wozking merueilus 
Bphelpe of Antonye that was his felaw, 
the conturacion was bzoken # withdzawe 


Bp wit of Tulle al the contiratours, = 
Eſpped wer andbzought bnto meſrhartnee, 
They: names read tofoze the Senatoute 
Ok the pꝛ falſeheadtolde al the gouernatrce;- 
Manly o2depnedthough his purueyaunce 
with al his people as made is mencion, 
Carttina departed from the towne, 


With Antonye the ſayd Catiline, 
Beſide Piſtoye had a great battayle. 
Slayn in the field he might not derlyne, 
Foz he abode whan the firid gan kayle. 

ok one litie may auaylẽ, 
namely wh tal ſehe ad ot᷑ malice x of pzide, 
Again trouth dare the bzont abede, | 


There was another caltedLentulns, 

Df hes fe lowes that named was Fabine, 
The thyꝛd of them eke called Cethegus, 
Au aTented and ſwoꝛne to Catime. 
Strangled in pꝛiſon at miſchief dyd fine, 


Fol. Cilxi. 


Eouſe Tullius dyd execucion, 
Tullianum was called the pꝛiſon. 


Thus could he puniſh traitours of þ town, 
dur rap they enmies of manhode x pʒzudẽ ce 
called ot theyꝛ citte gouernout and patron, 
Sent from aboue to be they} defence, 

Their chaumpton moſt digne of teue rente, 
choſe of theyz goddes the p citie foꝛ to gupe. 
Bytwo pzerogatiues night hode # policie. 


Like a — them enlumine, 

By hre ptowelle of knightly excellente, 
Andt þ wozld his beames did ſhine, 
Ok his rethoꝛike and of his eloquence, 

In which he had lo great experience, 

By circumſtaunces that nothing dyd lacke 
Be tranſcended Plotivs and Gzacke, | 


Of Oꝛatours it is put in memozye, 

this Tullius though his bye renoun, 

Ok all echeone the honour and the glozy, 

Was poue to hym as made is mencion 

Surmounted all and in concluſion, 

The golden trumpe ok the houſe of tame, 

thzough al the wozld blew abzode his name. 
kne wo ſeeretes of Philoſophpe, 

w_ to Athens toſchole fo2 doctrine, 

where he pzofited ſo greatly in clergee, 

n all ſciences heauenly and diuine, 

the was called as autours determine, 

Among Komains of very due ryght, 

Df cloquence the lanterne andthe light. 


It is temembꝛed among ©zatours 

How Tullius pleated cauſes twapne, 
in the Romain court afoze the Senatours 
the cauſe defending by language ſouerapn, 
Of two accuſed agein them that dd playne 
on their defautes them ſauing kro miſchtek. 
the coutt eſcaping fro daũget and repzsef, 


Chefe cauſes twayne he pleated in Latin, 
with ſo excellent klouryng fapze language. 
with ſuch reaſons concluded at the fine, 

that he by wil e dom the auauntage, 


In his matters with al the ſurpluſage, 
That might auaple vnto his partie, 
What he ſapo there could no man denpe. 


The lixth 


Among G:ckes at Athens the cette, 
So — he was of reputacton, 
So famous holde of autozitie, 


to be compared by they: opinton. 


To the pphdloſopher that called was plat 


to e cradle Bees dyd abzayde, 
Andhony loote they on hys leppes lapde. 


A pꝛonoſtike like as bokes tell, 

Plato ſhould by famous excellence, 

Of Kethoztke be veryſours and well, 
02 his language mirrour of eloquence, 
ct the Gꝛekes recozden in ſentence, 

Bow Tulltus in partie and in all, 

Was vnto Plato in Kethozrke egal. 


Though his language this ſayd Tullius, 
reconciled by his ſoote Ouſons, 

to the Lozdſhip and grace of Julius, 
Puntes and kynges of divers regtons, 
That ſtiſpect ſtode by accuſacions, 
Becauſe they did Julius diſobey, 

Wer enclined with Romains to Pompey, 


He could appeſe by his pꝛudent language, 
Fol kes that ſtode at diſcencion, 

By craft he had a ſpeciall auguntage, 
auour ſinguler in pzonunciacion, 


Co a glad matter longeth a glad chere, 


Men treate of wiſedõ w woꝛdes of ſadnes 


Pleyntes require after the matere, 
Szieuous 02 moztala chere of heauines, 
Like as the cauſe eyther the pꝛoteſſe, 
yeueth eccalion to hi nder oꝛ to pede, 
the doctrine in Tulllus men map rede. 


The name of Tulli was couth i many 
His eloquence in cuerye londe was rite, 
His language made hym ſtonde in grace, 
And be pzeferredduryng all his lyfe. 


Marted he was and had a right fayze wyft, 
Chyldzen many, ſeruauntes rong and old 


And as J fyndhe held a good houleholdt. 


De officijs he wꝛote bokes three, 
De Amicitia J kind how he wꝛote one, 


£f 


In his demeanyng great pꝛudence * reaſs, 
foz the pꝛonouncing of matters in ſubltice 
his thanke receiueth by chere & colitenace, 
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f age an other notable fo2 to ſe, 
—＋— vertue they tceated euerychone, 
And as Uincent vote full yoze agone, 

In dis mirrour called Hiſtoztal, _ 
number of his bokes be there remẽ bꝛed all, 


De wote alſo the dzeame of Scipton, 

Of rethozſkes compiled dokes twayne, 
Ind twayne he wote of dininacion, 

Of tiith ofloude to wztte he did his payne, 
J large boke of glozy that is bayne, 

De re publica, and as he ſayth hym ſelue, 
Ot his Dzactons he wꝛote bokes twelue, 


And ok his dittes that called be mozall, 
Is remembzed notably in dede, 
Jn the ſayd mirrout Hiſtoꝛtall. 
nd pet this ſayd Tulltus as I tede, 
Mid his wozſhippes ſtode al way in dzede 
Ok Foztune,foz in concluſion, 
he by enupe was baniſhed Rome towne. 


Beyng in exyle this famous Tulltus, 
In Campania at Itine the citie, 

Recepued he was dl one Plantius. | 
Iman that tyme of great auctozitce. 


Ind whyle that he abode in that tountrep. 


Hlepyng a uyght the boke maketh mentiõ 
How that he had a wonder viſion, 


He thought thus as he lap ſlepyng. 
Ina deſerte and a great wtldetneſſe, 
Fyndyng no path but to and fro erryng, 

he met clad in great richeſſe, 
Marius a pzince of great nobleſſe, 
Iſkyng Tuly with a ſadcountenaunce, 
what was chief groũd a cauſe ot his greuãte 


han Tullius had hym the cauſe tolde, 

Of his diſeaſe and his moꝛtall wo, 

— — — — 
o a ſergeaunt aſſigned t tho, 

And in all haſt bade hym he ſhould go, 

Co conuephym do his buſy cure, 

In all haſt poſſible to his ſepulture. 


Where he ſhould haue tidinges of pleaſãce 
Ofh(s repayze into Rome towne, 

Be alleged of hisolde greuaunte, 
This was the end ot his aurſion, 


Wooke. 


Fol. Clxii. 


The next moꝛow as made tis mencion, 
There was holde to Tullius great amaple, 
tokoze Jupitet in Nome a gcc at tounſapie. 


Cithin the temple builde d by Martis, 
the Senatours accoꝛded wer certapn, 
toreconcile this pzudent Tullius, 

Ont ofertle to call him home agen. 
After retemed as Loꝛd and ſouetapn, 
Ok eloquence byaſſent otthe Senate, 
Fully reſtozed vnto his fyꝛſt eſtate, 


This thing was done whi p in Rome toun 
p ſtrite was greateſt twene Ceſar ⁊ Popey 
And ko Tulltus dzewe hym to Caton, 
With Pompeyus Ceſar to warrey, 

Andof Juuus the partie diſobey, 

Out of Rome Tulltus dyd hym hye, 

Fled with Pompep into Thellalte, 


Ceſar after ot᷑ his fre motion, 


whan that he ſtode hyeſt in his gloꝛpe. 
Hym reconciled ayein to Rome tovne, 


Upon Pompey accompliſhed the victozys, 
But Julius ſlayn in the conſiſtoꝛpe, 

BY ba Sencours bepng of aſſent, 
Tullius agayn was into ex vie lent, 

And in a eitte called Tozmtan, 


Tullius his exyle dyd endure, 


Foz Antonius was to him enmye than, 
Becauſe that he eof anenture, 
Compiled had an inuectiue ſcripture, 
Again Intony rehearſyng al the caas, 
Of his defautes andof Cleopatras, 


Thus of enuye and of moztal hatrede, 

His death compaſſed by Antonius, 

And aftervoard executed in dede, 

By pꝛocuryng of one Pompiltus, 

Gate a tommiſſion the ſtoꝛy telleth thus. 
Df falſe malice, and fooꝛth anone went he, 
Into Calatte of Champayne a Citie, 


And by the vertae of his commiſſion, 
takyng of Antony liſence and libertte, 
Chiete Rethozicien that euer was in p toun 
—— Romains to wozſhip the eitie, 
Wasſiapn(alas)ot hate and enmitie, 
By Pompilius roote of al falſhede, 

Ft. ui. Pzofryng 


The ürth # 

3oferyrig hymfelf tofmiteofhishedc. And layd allo in theyzpiavent auyſe. 

| | there be tie parte s as treaſo2s of aret pzile 
Tallins afo2e had be his defence, Compiled in bokes and of olde pꝛouide d, 
Fro the galowes and his death eke let. Into which Phuoſophie is deuided. 

CaHich had deſetued foz his great offence; | 

to haue been hanged bpon an hye gibet. The kyꝛſt ok them called is mozall, 

Who ſaucth a thefe whan the rope is knet; Mhich diretteth a man to good thewes 

About his necke as olde clarkes wiite, And the ſeconde called naturall, 

W ſome falſe turne Þ bztbour wil him quite. Telleth the kind of good men and ſhꝛewes 

And the thyzde Racionall well hewes, 

Lohere the vice of —— what mẽ ſhal boyd a what thing vnderfog 

By experience bzought fully to a preef, And to that partie Rethozke doth long, 

who in his heart treaſon doth incluoe; 

Caſt foꝛ good wyll to do a man repreef, By Tulltus as auetours determpne, 


what is the guerdon koꝛ toſaueatheef? Ok his perſon rehearſyng infubſtaunce, 
whan he is eſcaped looke ye ſhall ynd, Tranſlated was fro Sꝛeke into Latine, 
Of his nature euer tobe vnkynde. Craft of Kethozke and foꝛ the habundatice 
Ok eloquence ſtufſted with pleaſaunce, 
This Pompiltus traitour moſt odible All Ozatours remembꝛed hym tofozne, 


to ſhew himſelf , kalſe, cruel, and vengeable was there none like noz after hi pet boꝛne. 
toward Tulle dyd a thyng hoꝛrible. 
v han he was dead this bziboz moſt culpable Bochas alſo ſayth in his witinges 
ſmote of his right had to here abhominable And pꝛeueth wel dy reaſon and ſentence, 
with which hand he llupng on hym toke, © To an Ozatour long foure thynges. 
to witts of vertues many a famous bookes Fy21 natural wit, pzactiie with ſcience, 

| | Uertuocus lyfe chief grounde ofeloquence, 
The honde, the head.of noble Tullius, Pk poꝛt and maner that he be treatable, 
which euery man ok right ought complapne theſe meanes had mine autcur hold hi able. 


Wer take andbzought by Pompilins, | 
In his wzityng and in his ſcriptures, 


Upon a ſtake ſet vp both tweyne, , 
there to abyde where it dyd ſhyne oz repne. Bochas wel pe ttemeth it muſt nedes been 
with wynde and wether til they wer detyed How that of ryght there long fine armures 
In token all fauour was tohym denyed. To enery notable Nethoncten, 


Set here in o2der who leſt them ſeen, 
CI Chapter al ſuch as bz Jang: dich he calleth — ſentence, 


lers and defamers of Rethozicke, The ftue baners longyng to Eloquence, 
- fone, complainyng in his ſtudy The kyꝛſt of them called Fnuencton, 


alone, | Bywdich a man doth in his heart finde, 
The death of Tully and the woe · A ſecre grounde foundeden reaſon, 
dull fall, with circuͤlbauntes p nought be left behind, 
Gmtchyng in heart made apſteous mone, Fro poynt to poynt enpzinted in his mynd, 
the folke rebukyng in eſpectall, touchen — ſubſtatice and p great, 
Thich of nature be boyltous and rural, Ol vhich he caſt notably tentreate, 

And hardy been foz they no cunnyng haue, 

Craft of Kethozke to hynder and depzaue, Inother armure in o2der the ſecounde, 

| Or right is called Diſpoſicion, 

Clerkes olde dyd greatly magnify, As of a matter whan the ground ts founde. 
this noble ſcience that wer expert and wiſe That euery thyng by uſt diutſion. 
Calledit part of pbdoſophye, Be voyde ofatifozepn digreſſion, 


n. ca cio a _ﬀ43£e _ 


lt 4a _. 
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Booke. 


o diſpoſed fouchyng time and ſpace, 
- ſuperfluite kepe his due place. 


Che third armure named inſentence, 

Js Elocucion u ih wozdes many oz fewe, 
Matters concetued by ruſt conuentence. 
Diſpoſed in ozder couenably to ſhewe, 
Le a caruer that firſt doth timbet he we. 
Square and tõpaſſe caſt features # viſage, 
with carutng tole maketh vp a fayze image. 


pꝛonunctation ts the fourth armure, 
ceſſary to enerp D2atoure, 
Jn ſuchcaſe whan craft vntonature, 
Tloined is by diligent labour, 
With execucton and that there be fauour, 
— with euery cireumſtaunce, 
ng the matter in there # contenaucee 


In heaup matter requireth an heaup chere, 
Co a glad matter longeth well gladnes, 
men in pꝛonoũcing Laſt folow the mattere 
Olde Oꝛatours can bere hereof witnes, 

I furious completnt vttred in diſireſſe. 
This was the maner as Poetes do deſcritic 
In his tragedies whan Sench was altuc, 


The fifth armure calledremembzaurce, 
with quicke memoꝛpe dy pꝛouidente to (ee, 
So auſſelyto groſſe vp in \ubſlggnce, 
wholyhis matters that nought fozycttf be 
Leſt tozyetfulnes darke not the liberte, _ 
Of ciere repozt eche thyng to haue in mind, 
that in pzonouncmg nothing be lekt behind. 


Ifoze pꝛouided ſo that fozyetfulnes, 

Be noue hinderer to Jnuencion, 
Indinp2oce no fozeyn rechleſnes; 
Trouble not thozder of Diſpoſicton. 

Ind foz taccompuſh all vp with reaſon, 
that pzonouncyng byclere remembzaunce; 
be wel faucured with chere # countenaunce 


Theſe ſayd thinges be inly neceſſary, 

To eue ty pmdent notable O2atonr, 

Rot to haſty noꝛ ouer long to tary, 

But to conuep his p2oceſſe by meaſure, 

n chere accozdng ſtant al the faugute, 

in pꝛonoũcing who lacketh chere oꝛ face 
of Tullius ſchole nãdeth farre out of grace. 


Ill carthly beaſtes be muet of nature 
Sauc onelp man which hath auauntage, 
By pꝛerogatiue adoue eche creature, 

To vtter hes conceite onely by language. 
The ſoule by grace te pꝛeſleth all outrage, 
Namely whan reaſon hath the ſouerauntte, 
To bzidle paſſtons of ſenſualitie. 


Rrnd vnto man hath youen Eloquenee, 

A thyng couenable in cſpectall, 

M han that it is Cotnueyedbypmudencs, 
To talke of matters that be naturall, 

Ind ſecretcs hyd aboue celeficall, | 
Ooth entrggte of ſunne,moone,and ſtarres 
p intiuẽt power domu ſẽt at peace ⁊ wattes. 


God of al this hath graunted knowlagyng. 
— to _ —— t dom — 
And thxoug age youre to ſhe wing 
Out ward to matze declaration, 

Ok the heauenly courſe and ſondꝛy mocion 
Diuers chaunges, and playnly to deftae, 
The reuolucton of the ſpheres nyne. 


Meu by language (hew out theyzententes 
The naturall meuyng and mutacions, 
Icco2de and diſeoꝛd ot the foure elementes 
Kyndly vaciaunce of foure complerions, 
The generacton and the coupcions . 
Ok carthly thynges contrary eche to other. 
coꝛrupcion of one engendzyng to another. 


Thts the power and the pzecellence, 
Youe vnta man which is reſonable, 
That by language aud byeloquence, 

A man ts taught en vertue to be ſtable; 
Ok ſoule cternall ot body cozumpable, 
taught with his tonge whyle he is altue, 
Ok his defautes how he (hall hym He. 


Bochas eke telleth touchyng Nethoꝛche, 
There be two maners ,one is of nature, 
learned in youth which doth one ſpeake like 
As he heareth oz lcarnethbyſcripture, 
Crafr of Rethozke poue to no creature, 
Sauc to man which by great diligence, 
By ſtudy commeth to crat᷑t ot᷑ Eloquence, 


Craft of language and of pzudent fpeache, 


cauſeth pzeachers by ſpiritual doctrine, _ 


Ucrtuouſſy 


Fol. Clxili. 


The ſixth 


Uettuouſly the people fo to teache, The cauſe ſearched why he tant WR 
How they ſhall lme by mozall diſcipline, which to refourme by diligent labour, 
Language teacheth men to plant vine, Is the true office of euery ©zatour, 
Enfozmeth folke to wozlhip holy chucche, 
the artificer truely fo to wurche. Of Rethoꝛictens whom that wer old, 
the ſugred language # vertuous daliaunce 
Vet there be ſome þ placnly teach @pzeach by good exampies x pꝛouerbes that thet told 
Haue of language this opinion, wozdes peſtble enbeliſhed with pleaſaunce 
Godhath not molt reward vnto ſpeache, Appeyſedof tirantes p rigozous vengeaſice 
But to the heart and tothe affeccion, Set aſpde they; furious ſentence, 
Beſt can guerdon the in ward entencton, By vertue onelp ot pzudent eloquence, 
Ok eue ty man not after the viſage, 
but litze the meutng of they; (nward cozage, And in contrary platnly to conclude, 
1 %% Menſee al dap by clere experience, 

To vtter1 is great diuerſitie, Folke vnauiſed andhaſty fooles rude, 
whi p men ſhew the ſkert of their meanyng And bꝛatnles people of negligence, 
Be it of toye oʒ of aduerſitie, Becauſe they wer barre pn of Eloquence, 
Chere foz tactoꝛde the rwith in dttring, vttryng they: ſpeacbe as naked men a baxt 
Now debonayze ſomewhie rebukyng, fo: lack of rethoztke their matter to declare, 
And in rehearſyng like chere alway tapply 
Be it of rudenes be it of cutteſpe. By clere exailple as purpls whotaketh hede 

„ Longeth to kinges tu ſtozy men may fynde 
Ot diſeretion let a difference, | with clothes of gold and riche veluet wede, 
in his pzonouncyng to petſe oz vndermine Fret with Rubtes and other ſtones Inde. 
to moue the Fudge vnto his ſentence, Saphers,Emeraudes.pearles of their kind 
Oꝛ to his purpoſe to make hym toencline, As al theſe thinges appzopzied been of right 


Se whether he be melancolke oꝛ benigne 
Oꝛ his matter bee vttred oz vnclofed, 


Conſider afoze how that he (s diſpoſed, 


Peyſed all thyng the Rethoxteten, 

with other thinges which appertein of right 
to craft of ſpeche he mull concetue and ſeen 
matters ofſubſtaunce # matters þ be lyght 
Diſpoſe hymſelf tentreate cuery wight, 
Like to purpoſe and fine ofhis mattere. 
Is fo2 the time Rethoztke doth requere, 


As by example mpne autour doth recoꝛde, 
Men ſet at warre im heart farre a ſondet. 
the Retbozicien to make them foz racco2de, 
mult ſeche wayes and meanes here a poder 
of old rancour tappeaſe the boyſtous thiider 
by wiſe exaumples and pzouerbes pertinft, 
tenduce the parties to be of one aſſent. 


A man alſo that ſtant in heauines. 
Diſpepꝛed and diſconſolate, 

the Rethozicten muſt do his buſines, 

the ground coulidzed and felt of his eſlate. 


pleaſaunt obiectes to a mannes ſyqht. 


So the language ok Rethoziciens, , 
Is a glad{btect to mans audience. 


Vith ſong melodious of Muſictens. 


which doth great cofo2t to euery hie pzeſfee 
bpexũple as Amphiõ w ſong and cloquence 
Bul\lded the walles of Thebes the titit, 
He had ol Kethozke ſo great ſubtiltie. 


In his lãguage there was ſo gret plealũte, 
Fyndyng thereby ſo inly great pzofyte, 
that al the countrey came to his obeyſance 
To heare him ſpeake thet had ſo gret delite, 
the people enutron had ſuch an appetite, 
Ei his perſon in peace and in battayle, 

re me may ſe what Rethoꝛike doth auaſl, 


Howe Sextus great Pompeyuvs 

onne warred againſt ÞTriumutrt 
of Rome, and of the death of 
great Antony a Cleopatras. 


ö * vi. C k « 
CThe.xv(.Chapter Folowyng 


Wooke; 


Olowing the oꝛder Bochas of 
his boke, 

weh penne in hand caſtyng bp 
his eye, 

Tofozehim came pale of chere andloke, 
A mighty pꝛince ſonne bnto Pompc y 
Called Sextus which as bokes ſey, 
Delited hym with a great naue e, 

Like a Pirate to robbe on the ſec. 


Co his father contrary in ſuch caas, 
Fo2 euery Pirate of cuſtom he dyd hate, 
Upon the ſea whoſe vſage was, 
Agaynſt them pꝛoudly to debate. 

put ſued them eatly and eke late, 
Where this Sextus to his oreat repꝛeek, 
Was of the lea a robbour and a thefe, 


The ſlaunder ot hym gan to ſpꝛede karre, 
Kepozted was to many farre countrey, 
With Triumuir this Sextus gan a warte, 
Which is an office and a diguttie. 

Bythe Komaines committed vnto thre, 
Notable eſtates choſe fo: chtualrie, 


Themppze al whole to gouerne and to ate 


The firſt of them named Lepidus, 
And the ſeconde called Octautan, 


The thyꝛd in number was Antonius, 
Zgayn which thie Sextus this pꝛoud man. 
Ok ſurquedy a new warre gan, 

Ifoze by Julius foz his rebeluom, 
Baniſhed foz euer out of Rome town. 


Tifumutr of polittke gouernaunce, 

wel auiſed afoze in they: reaſons, 
Treating foz peace by notable purue yaũce, 
With pzoud Sextus vnder condictons, 
mite andenact in theyz conuencions. 

But anone after liſt no vwhyle tac pe, 

He tohis pzomes was froward x contrary, 


Fo; bis conuict outragious falſenes, 

Ind on the ſea fo: his ro bbꝛpe, 

Bochas of hym voꝛtte no long pꝛoceſſe, 

yng diſdayn his name to magnifye. 
he to vertue leſt nothyng applye, 

The dierence,cauſe which is in theſtate, 
dtwene knighthode and life of a Pirate, 


With fugittues, theues and robbours, 
And men exxylt d out ot Rome towne, 
Baniſhed people falſe tonſpirat ours, 
With other conuict of murther and trealon 
He toke all ſuche vnder pzoteccion, 

And one Moena a churle ot his certayn, 
Ok koztie ſhippe s he made hym captayn. 


The ſaid chutle bnwarely tho began, 
Folowthe nature of his condicion, 

Allyed himClelf with Octauian, ? 
Agayn his Loꝛde with full falſe treaſort, 
with al his nawe and ſhippes he came down 
Spared not to mete of verypatde, 

with Menecratus þ was on Sextus ſyde. 


But al ſo ſone as the batayle gan, 

And the parties together ſhould gone, 
All the veſſels of Octautan, 

with ſodexntFpeſt wer dzouned euertichone, 
Beſide a caſte] bylt of lime and ſtone, 
cailed Nauletum where pet to great repzeef 


Dextus fled and was bzought to miſchieke. 


went into Sꝛece to make him ſtrong agein 
To holde a battayle with Antonius, 

take in his coming dy ſtrfgth ofa captayne, 
Longing to Yntouye cafled Furntus, 
whylom neuew to Ceſar Julius, 

And 02 Duke Sextus might ferther wend, 
He ſlayn was and made there his end, 


Of TriamUce in themppꝛe as J tolde, 
There was a captayn talled Lepſdus, 
which by his oft ite like as he was holde, 
Right buſy was the boke rehearſeth thug, 
Toreconcile the pzoude Intontus, 

To the grace ofgreat Octautan, 

eche thyng koꝛgeue wherof the warre gan. 


And to conclude ſhoꝛtly who liſt ſe, 
fFoꝛtune a whyle was to him gracius, 
Themppze all whole gouerned by theſe thꝛe 
Lo2dlhep of Iffrike had Lepidus, 

By which he vere pzoude and contrartus, 
To hym aſſigned vnder commtſſions, 
Fulip the number of twentie Legions, 


n® Herof tn heart he caught ſuch a pꝛide, 
Cauſyng by pꝛoseſſe his deſtruceton; 
Durquedy 


dl. Clxlili. 
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Surquedy a whyle was his guide, 
Fro his eſtate tyl he was fall doune, 
Namely whan he of falſe pzeſumpcion, 
foke bpon hym of malice to warte p. 

the ſapd Octautan and gan hym diſobex. 


Whan Octautan his malice dyd lee, 

that he gan ware lodeinly contrary, 

De te w hym down from his dignitee, 

Caſt hym in exyle liſt no lenger tarye, 

Lo how Foztune ſodeinip gan barye, 
To make hym that had gouernaunce, 

Ok all Iffrike to come to miſchaunec, - 


Another pzince Ceſar Lucius, 


conttiued cauſes wer fond 


Exxled was fro Rome the citie, 


By his dutie the ſayd Intontus, 
Ok wilkul nes and haſty crueitie. 


7oꝛ in that time as men map teade and ſee, 
of malice, 
Texxle punces notable holde and wyſe, 


Some becauſe they helde with Ceſar, 
Other foz Pompey that held on that partie, 


ſome foz they good a{aze oz they wer ware, 


Some foz luſpeccion, ſome fo; enupe, 
Some fo: they could not flatter noꝛ ye, 
Some fo: vertues which was great routh 
Becauſe they wer lo ſtable in they; trouth, 


In this trouble dzedfull and odious. 
As is rehearſed in oꝛder pe may rede, 
he noble knygbt Paulns Lucius, 
Exvled was of malice and hatrede, 
Folowy ng vpon the great hozrible dede, 
The piteous death and the hateful! caas, 
Okgreat Jiitony and Cleopatras. 


{he tragedy of thele plke twayne, 

Foz me as now ſhalbe ſet aſyde, 

cauſe Chaucer chief Porte of Bzitapne, 
Seing their heartes could not deutde, 
n his boke the Legende of Cupide, 


So wer they buryed in one ſepultare, 


@Thyng once ſapd by labour ot Chaucer, 
wet pꝛeſumpcion me to make agayn. 


Wbole makyng was ſo notable andentere 
Right compendious 4 notable in certayne, 


The ſixth 


- CTheught of his woe ſhe would be partable, 


membꝛyng there, as one thei dyd endure 


which to rehearſe p labour wer but in bam 
Bochas teme mbꝛing how Cleopatras, 
cauſed Antonpe how he deſtroyed was, 


Her auarice was ſo tmpoztable, 

He ſuppuſed with her great fayzenes, 
folowyng they? luſtes foule # abhomtnable 
She deſyna to haue be Empꝛe ſſe. 

And he (alas) ot᷑ frowarde wylfulnes, 

To pleaſe het vnhappel y began, 

To warrey the great Octauian. 


Froward ambicion ſet his heart on fyze, 
To el ymbe vp to the tmpertall ſee, 

To haue poſſeſſion of the whole emptre, 
toke vpon hym if it would haue be, 

to reygne alone in Rome the cite, 
Clcopatras to foſtet in her pʒide, 

Title of Octautan foz to ſet aſyde. 


with multitude of many Legions 
As J haue tolde agayn Octautan, 
To him accroched of diuers regions, 
Gꝛeat multitude of many a manly man. 
Fyiſt on the ſea to warre he began, 
where he was fyzſt mauger al his myght, 
To his conkuſton vnuwarelyput to flyght, 


Diſeſpeyzed fled home to his countrey 
knowyngno helpe noz meane to recure, 
But to encreaſe of his aduerſitte, 

Whan that he ſawe his woful auenture, 
Sayn Octautan he might not endure, 
With a ſharpe ſweozd his datiger to dert 
HDimſelk he rofe vnwarelyto the hert, 


Of whole death the quene Cleopatras, 
Toke a ſoꝛow berp impoꝛtable, 
Becauſe there was no recure in the caas, 


Thoſe fatall ende piteous and lamentable 
Slough eke her ſelfe loue ſo dyd her raue, 
Ifter thep both burped in one graue. 


¶ The ende ot the Sixth 
Booke. 
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l 
(Of Antonpe ſonne and heyꝛe to 
great Antonye , and of Ceſarins, 
Quintus Gallius. 


CThe tau Chapter. 


fr His ory endet laſt of the 
Ea) SGH} Bochas weary thought 
ADs [HS ko: thebeſt, | 
SS £72 Ofgrettraualle oppreffed 
NM T2 in S looke, | 

bn des cheſt, 
fully in purpoſe to haue take his reſle. 
But euen as he reſt ſhould haue take, 
Came a great pꝛeaſe # made him to awake. 
firt of that telow ih came þ ſonne x hetre 
— Ar mod Speed ba 


Called eke Anton fail in great del 

et bare — hacreve, 
whoſe ſweozd he fled qua yng de 
vanolde temple ſucconr ſozto haue,, | 


1 
* 


In that temple Cefar was deikted, 
Nr eee 
But whan he ſaw þ he was eſpyed, (mage, 
Pe ran to Julius hye bpon a lade, 

Ean hym to endꝛate in edus rage, 
He rent away by ſabein biolente, 
Unvcarelyſlapn there gapned no defence, 


Is ane 
foz he gain Romaines thould not maligne; 


Folowyng in oꝛder Julta began, 
His — — oſs ol ſpecific, 
w doaghter to great Octautan, 

Lith weping eyen gan to houſe anderye, 
Which by her father to puniſh her lecherye, 
Exyled was out of her countrey, 

Foz lache of ſuecour dyed (npouertie, 


- 


The ſeuenth 


And as mine autour wel remember can, 
| Bzought tokoze Julius he vpon a ſtage, 
1 there offred bp vnto his pmage, 

By cruell death the Nozy telleth thus, 
o the falſe murther of Ceſar Julius. 


Akter the death of ſayd Caſſius, 
Another came of Rome the cttie, 

Which as J rede called was Galltus, 
Ok a Pꝛetoꝛ the dignitie. 

2 ud fo; luſpeccion cke was he. 
His eyen fy; cut ot᷑ his head were rent, 
Foz Julius death than into exyle ſents 


Toward his exde by Bugãtes he was ſlain 
And after that within a litle whyle, 

Ok his labour nother glad ne kame, 

— 1 — — 

— 9 — e 

| * voholy the manere, 
Co let (nozder here next as pe ſhall here, 


Der ſonne vonge and t ẽ der of CTHhe.it. Chapter. 
bozne of hye bloude Bochas doth expzelle, 1 
tame next in oꝛdet pale of his viſage. Emembzng firſt in Jevoy he was | 
which ſpent his time in ſũder and ydlenes, kyng, 
— to —— I 282 — — who lit ſee, | 
etauian was great rou n Atabia mightily reygning, - | 
ſuſt red hym dye at miſchtek koz his flouth, Duer the pzouince called Jdumee 1 | 
This ſame Herodes gardeyn of Galle, | 
After Agrippa came fozth anon ryght, Oꝛdeyned was fy2(t foz his bye pzudence, | 
Caſſius of Parma a famous great countre And foz his notable kutghtly excellence, | 
which in Itayle was holde a manly kn ; | 
with Marke Antony wel cheriſhed i lecte Famous in manhode famous of his lyne, | 
Bode in his court and therewithal parde, Famous alſo by pzocreacton, 
Gzeatly alowed fpzl} foz his chtualrye, | rede alſo he had wiues npne, | 
And foz his notable famous polcte, nd among all as made is meneton, | 
Co his pleaſaunce and his opinton, 
And there withal he had in exiſtence, maiſtet ofſtoxtes rehearſeth there was ont 
aryght great name ⁊ ſtode in great tauour, Mattamnes fayzeſt of euecychone. 
Fo; his de and fo; his hye pzudece, ; 
After accuſed vnto the Emperor By whom ſhe had wozthye ſonnes tweyne, IF | 
Octauian,foz a conturatour, Alexander and Ariſtobolus. a 
He ſhould haue be of froward kalſe entent But foz bis ſiſter dyd at her diſdayne. 
To Jultus death fullyof aſſent, Called Saloma the ſtozytelleth thus, ' 
He vnto her were ſuſpicius, 
bac we of Dctauian, Becauſe ſhe was accuſedof enuye, | 
Take wasbeyng pong of age, By Saloma touchyng aduoutrie, 


Again her of rancour ſodeinly, 

3 gan of hcart grieuoully diſdayn. 
rigozous ſweoꝛd he ſlough her furiouſty, 

But as the ſtozy doth vs aſcettapn, 

fo: her death felt afterward great pains 

er vohan it came to his remembzaunce 

her pozt, her chere her womily pleaſaunce, 


Lo what it is a pzince to be haſty, 
Co euery tale of rancour to aſſent, 
And counſels to pzocede wilfullp. 

to execution of froward falſe entent. 
Foz Herodes ſo ſoze he dyd repent. 
That he foz thought fell into a nope, 
Ok hertip ſozow and melancolie. 


Keſt had none nother day ne nyght, 
troubled with furye that he were frent>e, 
W dzeames vbered # many an bncouth 
of chere noꝛ colour to no man he was 
And enerp moneth once Lunatke, 

A great whyle he had this wolul life, 
Foz ſozow onely he had llapue his woke, . 


S 


Booke. 


And as the ſtozy wel rehearee can, 

In the Capitolle mid Nome the citte, 

By Antony and by Octautaan, 

He crouned was and made king ol Judee, 
Bythe Senate made the ron a decree, 
And reo iſtred that he and his ktnrede, 
Should in that lond lineally pꝛocede. 


In Rome was made the confirmation, 
To ihts Herodes bookes ſpecifye, 

Bema afoze the tranſlacion, 

was made of Juda and ot Jurte, 

Sccptte crowne with al the regaly, 

By him vſurped as ye haue heard tofozne, 
vpon the time when Chʒiſt Jeſu was dom. 


This ſame Perodes by pꝛocuracion. 

Of Xntony did alſo occuppe. 

ByJuguſlus plenair commiſſion, 

the great eſtate called Tetrarchie 

Jn two kingdomes with al the regalie 

Of d taconttides, Itucte eke alſo, 

Bythe Romayns made Lozd of both two. 


Maiſter of ſtoztes rchearſeth of hym thus, 
fa commendacion in eſpeciall 

In Iſchalon he bylded a ſtatelp houfe, 

Of tight great colt a palace full ropal, 
Was none ſo ryche foz to rekon all, 

Ifter which mine autour doth ſo wyte, 

he called was Yerode Alcolonite, 


This ſame Herodes cruel of nature, 

Of chere and pozt paſſing ambictous 

Aye tobe venged did his beſp cure, 

On al that wer to him contratious. 

his wiue s bꝛother Iriſtobolus, 

In Hieruſaiem chiet᷑ Buſſhop as J rede 

fallly he ſlough of malice and Os, 
me 

UntuUp reigned.bozn heup thꝛough his re: 

bisheart fret andkancred with enupe, 

another buſhop in Hieruſalem, 

Called Yyzcar:us mine autour liſt not ye, 

This ſame He rode s in his melancolp 

Slough him vn ware ly by ricour ful ben- 

(ting at diner at his own table, (geable 


There was no man of courage moze cruel, 
Noz moze deſyzous to be magnifyed, 


Fol.Clrviz 
To make his name alſo perpetuell. 
Foure ſtately cities he hath evifyed, 
Of which the names be here ſpecifyeb, 
Ceſaria, Sebaſten Cities ſouerr pn, 
Anttpatta. and Cipꝛe the other twepn. 


He had alſo a falſe condicion, 

he truſted none that was of kinrede, 

his ſonnes twepn he had in ſuſpecrꝛon, 
they; purpoſe was to ſlea hym of hatrede, 
whan he wer dead hapeng to ſuccede, 

And cauſeles as fadze moſt vnkind 
Made them be ſlayae,m ſtoꝛy thus J find, 


In al his werkinghe was found double, 

A great ty2ant hold thzough hts realme, 
Neuer thing ſo greatly did him trouble, 

as when thee kinges came to Pteruſalem; 
eſu to ſeche that was boꝛne in Bethleem. 
Boldſp affirming cauſe oftheir coming 
was to woz!Ytp that blelled pong king, 


The which thing whan he did aduertiſe 
Pꝛopheſiea remembuing and wzyting, 
within himſcif a meane he gan deuyfe, 
Fyiſt to deũl roy theſe famous hol ye kinges, 
Namely whan he knew ofthe offringes 
magining gan ſuppoſe blyue, 
child was bozne that (ſhould him depziue 


Newly deſcended fro Dau down by line 
Caſt almoſt Herodes in a rage, 
Ofcurſedheart gan frowardly maligne, 
Like a tyꝛant of venemous outrage, 
Slough al Þ chudꝛen Hin two pete of age; 
About Bethleem a ful large ſpace, 

he ſpared none fo; fauour noz foꝛ grace, 


One ol his childzen being at nozcery, 

As the ſtoꝛy put in rememb2aunce, 

Ok auenture oꝛ they could it eſpye 

his knights ſlough, trowt it was bfgiee 
Gche tyzant gladiy.endeth with miſchatices 
Ind ſo muſt he that were agein Chꝛiſt wode 
which foꝛ his ſake (ſhed innoceutes blode. 


The nubze of childꝛen ß wer \layn in dede, 

about Bethleem and in tho parties, 

an hiidzed fourty foure thoutand as I reve 

two pere of age (ought out by eſppes, | 
| Sg. i. Ok 


Ot Herodes and fo: the popheſies 
Ok Chziſtes byzth mencion did make, 
They wer echone \lapn foz his ſake. 


Fo that dap foozth as made is mencion, 

kyll in manp bncouth malady, 

his fleſh gan turne to cozrupeion, 

Fret with wozmes bpon eche partee, 

See esse gan hens 
egges cozbed blacke gan ſhyne, 

where bengeatice werketh adew al medicine 


Ok his lickenes the ſtench was ſo bozrible, 
to awayte on him no man in(ght abyde, 
Unto himſelf his careyn wert odible, 
So ſoze he was troubled on eche ſyde, 
Leches foz him did a bath pzoupde, 
But al foznought in ſuch miſchief he ſtode 
Ok grieuous conſtreput he ſodepnip wext 


0 
In token he was wery ol his life, 
So impo:table was his moztal peyn, 
To pare an apple he aſued a (harpe knife, 
his malady dyd htm ſo conſtrepne, 
Fully in purpoſe to cut his heart in tweyn, 
{he knife he raught leyſer when he fande, 
one ſtode beſpde,backward dzuugh his hond 


Foz peyn vneth his wind he might dzawe, 
Gaue al his frendes in commaundement, 
Bya decree anda furious lawe, 
Chat al the woꝛthy of partes adtacent, 
which that wer fapn oz glad in their entent 
. Ofkhes death he voyde ol al piete, 
Theſame day they ſhould ſlayn be. 


This curled wꝛetche, this odious caytike, 
J 050 ok none ſtode keit her out of grace, 
n ſozowe and miſchiet ended hath his life, 
Eche man was glad whan he ſhould paſſe, 
And foz his ſtoꝛy doth this booke deface, 
with wokul clauſes of him whan J wayte, 
Therkoze I caſt no moze of him tendite, 


¶ Lenuop. 


F Herodes the bnware curſed fall, 
S the life vngracious of him # his kinred 
Euer vengeable in his eſtate ropall. 


His wite,his chudꝛe n ſlough ol old hatred 


The ſenenth 


Innoct᷑tes he made tn Bethle ẽ fo; toblede, 
Reigning in Tuda,bowne of fozeyn lyne. 
The fpiſt tyꝛant pe may the byble reade, 
which agein Chzilt gan fcowardly maligne 


Dis ſwozd of rigour cruel and moꝛtal, 

Ay ready whet to doe vengeaunce in dede, 
haſty,fumous,with furtes inkernal, 

of welful malice tnnocentes blood to ſhede 
Did exetucion alſo in womanhede, 
Slough al his altes which was a curſed: 
was the ftrſt cauſe he ſtode in dzede. {ane 


which agein Chuſt gan frowardly maligne 
would that none wer to him egall, 


that dap alte in Tſracl to ſuccede, 


the byuhof Chiſt dꝛed in eſpectal, 

Cauſe fro Jeſſe his line gan ſt oure 8 ſeede 
he but a fozepn came in by fraude and mede 
without tytle to that eſtate vndigne. 
Thefpyz? alſo who liſt take hede, 

which agetn Chaiſt gan fro-oardly maligne 


Noble pztnces that gouerne all, 
This large wozld both in length and bzede, 
whan ye kyt hyeſt in pour ropal fall 
Doe not the people oppꝛeſſe noꝛ ouerlede, 
Upon Herodes remembze as J rede, 

In what miſchief that tyzant did fine, 

to ſhew that none ſhal in his purpoſe ſpede 
which agcin Chꝛiſt doth frowardlp maligne 


COcInteiater the fy2ſt ſonne of Heros 
des,crpled by Octautan:Indof Irchelaus 
the ſeconde ſonne of Herodes, lpkewyſe by 


him expled. ¶ Tve. ui. Chapter. 


A Ompendiouſlip as pe haue hearde 
beta 


ot Herodes remTbzed by Bochas, 


to ſuccede was Yerode Jntipas, 

In haſte exiled ot᷑ him this was the caas, 
By Ocrautan toUpenne as J rede, 
Archelaus ozdepned to ſuccede. 


Sonne ok Herodes called the ſecond 
which (n effect toke poſſeſſion 

In Hieruſalem reigned as J rede, 

Of whom mine autour foz ſhozt — 


=== how in his teſtament ſet in eſpecial 


Sh I wc as = <a 5 


tn hysboke but ſmal mention, 


dim and hys bzother ſet ſodetaly aſide, 
Ot them to voztte no lenget liſt to abide. 


Haue that he witteth bow toꝛlad Anttpas 
at Utenne a mighty great Cite, 


Jn hys exile 
Irchel aus ſucced! 
with He rodias who leſt 


ſone —— (laine was, 
1 


By agrippa to Tiberius accuſed, 
Of cetttin crimes could not be excuſed. 


A certein time commaunded to pꝛiſon. 
of themperour coude neuer geat grace 
Baniſhed htm karre from hys region, 


Ind 


Foztune cauſed to hys final repztef, 


Fe died 


d Spapne fo: a certem ſpace 
hys wozlhip bztefly to 


ce, 


there in pouert and miſchiet. 


The fatal ende rehearſed of theſe twee. 
in what diſtreſſe that they dpd fine, 


Mine auctour after gan hys penne oꝛdeine 


Co wztte the caſe by many a wokul line. 
Upon the ſtrife atwene Mellalie, 


und other tweine 


by her ide. 


ſtanding 
Cofoze John Bochas howe they did chide. 


'Tofoze Bochas 
PBeſaline the w 


came al thze to pleine 
fc bc 


ein whom there were other tweine. 
Caligula and Tibetius, 


In whoſe time was ſlapne Chaiſt Jeſus, 


— — e 


pzoceſle here folowing pe ſhal ſe 


¶ Or the ſtrike betwene Caligula, ' 


Tibertas,and Meſſaline, 
CTye.tit,Chapter, 


pts Empzclſe named Meſaltne, 


A 
To 
And as 


with 
Slade 


as I haue told was wife bnto Clau · 
ſucceſſoz as bokes determine (duis 


called Catus, 
find that Tiberius, 
doth woode koz tene. 
afoze-Bochas # Meſlalineatwene. 


rung al thzee with furious loke #chere, 


Booke: 


And tepoꝛted foꝛ thine auoutrye, 


Catus Caligula called by hys name, 
Gan firſt rehearce anon as pe ſhal here, 
without reuerence oꝛ any maner ſhame; 
With an exoꝛdye her to diffame, 
Borhas paeſent felly gan abzayde, 

To Me ſlaline, and euen thus he ſaid, 


Thou ſlaundꝛed woman noyſed in lechetie 
though all the woꝛld as folke thy name az 


what doeſt p Here in thy mourning habite. 
I crowe thou commeſt of purpoſe to viſite; 
in thys place the vnhappy women fiue, 

Touching dilrlaunder that euer were ale 


The firſt of them called Emilia. 
and Lepida was named the ſeconde, 
Liuia Plaucia, and the fifth Elia, 
Difamedechone in dede as it was found. 
In token wherof the lecherte co confotind, 
Ok Emilia in Juoutrpe take, 

was by the lawe of her lozde foꝛſake. 


By thee whilom! was knows that Dons, 
angled was and mur on, 
Like to Claudia doughter of Cloadws, | 
which by her lozde the booke maketh mẽtid 
was thzowen out to her fon, 

Foz her diffautes fonde in Juoutrye, 


ſelaundzed foz euet there was no remedye; 


Thou coudeſt whitbe make thy loꝛd toſleps 
with certein dzinkes to caſt him in a te tage 
By which he was made hys bedde to kepe, 
Togeat leyſer in thy flouting age, 

Foz to miſuſe of falſe luſt thine outrage, 
Inighterttme toke vpon a wede. 


at the boꝛdel dydeſt amiſſe foz mede. 
Thene appetite was derte vnftauncheable; 
it is a ſhame to wizite it 02 expꝛeſſe, 

Thene hate ful life was ſo abhomtnable, 
Tiberius and J can deare hereof witneſſe,. 
and with that woꝛd anon ſhe gan her dꝛeſſe 
Whan the had heard al thett fel language, 
Gaue them this anſwete with a lad viſage 


Certes {quod ſhe)J coude neuer kepe, 

To ſaue my ſeite a woful creature, | 

Jhaue great caule to completne and wepe, 
Sgt, My 


Fol.Clrviti - 


(twite 


| The ſenenth 
My kel ãderus life which J may not reture But thy rebukes in party foz to quite, 
But J ſuppoſe J had it of nature, who ts defouled none other (ſhould atwite; 
To be ſuch one fo; by dapes olde, | 
An Iſtronomer ſo my father tolde. By kames trumpet thy ſlãder is out blowe, 
Thzough al the wozld repozted ſhamefully 
At mpberth taking the alcendente, Thy the ſuſters fleſhly h did th knowe, 
tolde long akoze of my miſgouernaunte, we readfoz ſhame and to thy partye, 
The Sunne, the Moone toward the oztent Foz the vice of hateful lecherie, 
wer tn the ligne that beareth the balaunce, During thy like pat me no moze in blame, 
And ſaid alſo moze foz aſſuraunce, which art thyſelf detouled in the ſame, 
The ſame ſigne had by diſcripcion. 
Bis foote in Utrgin,armes iu copion. It ſitteth not in no maner vole, 
a thief fo; theft to ſit in mdgement, 
Amid the heauen was Uenus exaltate, A lecherours man a lechour to chaſte, 
W Mars cdtopned p booke maketh mects, No he that hath al hys life ſpent, 
Ind was alſo infoztunate, In waſt and riot fozfered and mpſroent, 
To mp lapd diſpolicton, | To be a Judge other to tedzeſſe, 
within the filhe helde tho his manſion, noz leperous lechts to cure mf of lickeneſe 
Thus by the loꝛdſhp pleinly of Uenus, 
IJ was diſpoſed foz to be lecherous, I would haue ſuffred and take in 
of Iffrike the chaſt Dcipton, 
In her excuſe the ſayd Meſſaline, d me rebuked foz my great offence, 
Gan aledge her conſlellacion, IJ would haue ſaffced his wozd of tuſt teaſ 
But pzudent clerkes pleinlp determine, Oz if the famous pꝛudent olde Caton, 
Ok heaucnly cours the diſpoſicion, had agein me in ſuch caas made abzapd, 
Is obepſaunt and ſubtect to reaſon, IJ would haue ſuffred what euer he had ſaſ 
That every man which wel gouerned(s, - . 
Is not couſtrepnedof fozce to door amilſe, ©! if Lucrece foz mp cozreccion, 
| bad [aſd to me foz be rtuaus doctrine, 
Noz bindeth no man of neteſſite, | Al my ſurfetes mid ot Rome toun, | 
Utcious luſtes frowardly to ſue, IJ would haue bowed both back and chine, 
A vertuous man ſtante at liberte, To haue obeyed vnto her diſcipline, (ght 
Falſe inclinacions by pzudence to reme we, Shame foz a exippel to ſtand þ bath no mt: 
Euerye man by grace map eſchewe/, To tccbuke other (oz theygoe not vpzight, 
al thing to vertue that found is conttarye, 
Foz there is no ſinne but it be voluntatye. Agein thee alſo may replye, 
| ; many another falſe conſptracton. 
Yet fo: al thys the ſayed Me ſlaltne, Touching matters of Nigromancle, = 
n her extuſe would not be in peas, And many another contrived falſe poiſon, 
The heauẽ (quod lhe)as Poetes determine found in two bookes Bochas maketh mẽ⸗ 
was bozne vp whilom by mighty Hercules One called Pugto moſt Cuperſtictous, (cid 
et coude he neuer of nature haue teleas, And the ſecond named Gladus. 
al bys knighthode and hys chwalcie, - lla A 
To ouercome the vire of lecherte, Able al this wozld tenuentme andencloge, 
| agein thzee ſtates dwellingtm Rame toun, 
t thou Caligula and thou Cibertus, Their names waite of thẽ thou call deſtroy 
hat euer ye ſay I rake therofnone hede, which toremembze is great abuſtou. 
Foz thou Caligula called ene Caus, A cheſt alſo fullfdledofpopſon, |; 44 
Thy ſelf dfouled with lechery in dede After thy deathcaſt in p ſea J read, (dead 
torebuke other p ſhouldelt ltande im dzedez by which an hundzed thouſand. klhes were 


On this matter ts tedious fo2 to abyde, 
name ly to pꝛinces pzncefſes,bozn of ie ef» 
It ſitti th not gentle blood to chide, {tate 
By furious rancour to ſtond at debate, 

And foz theſe matters been infoztunate, 

I wil pale ouer and no more of them waite 
Saue of they? end compendiouſly endite. 


Co thee Tiberius I haue ſum what to ſeyn 
Knowe and repozted by many creature, 
How tn Champapn folke had ofthe dil dern 
Fo: thy moſt hateful lecherous oꝛdute, 

In thilke vyce which is agepn nature, 
which taccompliſh vopde of al hap # grate, 
Thine abyding was in ſuſpicious place, 


To ſuch kalle luſtes during al thy lyfe, 

Liſt not fozbeare in thylatter - 2 

thou vſeſt many ryche reſtozatife, 

Jnſach vathzift co encreace thy courage. 
Of ribandy thou fyll in ſuch dotage. 

Powe mapſt thou than rebuke me fo: ſhame 
which in ſuch caſe art blotted with dekame: 


— — it was in my poutth, 

idle thinges which Catus here hath told 
But thine outrage the repozte is pet couth, 
' thou didſt them vſe both yong and olde. 
And foz taffozce your vptes manifold, 
thou and Caligula in al ſuch ribaudye, + 
Dyd greateſt ſurfete in froward gluttony, 


Alſo Tibery thou beyng Emperour, 
Cruelcauſeles and molt malicious, 

Dydſt murdꝛe in Rome Þ fainous Ozatour 
Called in his time pzudent Aſintus, 

— though thiptre Romapns told thus 


light and lanterne found at al aſſayes 
Ok Rethozike called in his dapes. 


Thou wer eke cauſe that woꝛthy Uononus 
Kyng ol parthocs thꝛough thy crueltie, 
Exyled was thou wer ſo couetous, 

do haue poſſeſſion of his treaſour pat die, 
Dyed in miſchief and in pouertte. 

Be any wight to accuſe, 

which tn ſuch caſe thy ſelf cannot excuſe, 


ToAgrippine thou didſt ful great outrage, 
is Romapn ſtozies wel rehearee ran. 


Boche? ) 


Fo!.Clrvitt, 
whan ſhe fo: ſuteour to the great pmage; 
Nan to be ſaued of Octautan, 

Mydde the temple a place called than, 
which halpe her not þ the liſt thider wende, 
Put out by foꝛce, fo hunger made au ende. 


Thine owe bzother called Gcrmanicus, 
Which in hys time was ſo good a knight, 
thy bꝛother alſo called cke Dꝛuſus, 

Both wer poyſoned and ſlayne agen right 
by falſe conſpiring of thine unperial might 
Texcuſe the murder thyſelfe at the leaſt, 
wer clad in blacke at they; funeral feaſt, 


Jhaue no cunning ſpeche noz language, 
To rehearce no2 make mencion, 
Spectallyofthy great outrage, 

and ſacriledge thou diddeſt in Rome town 
By violence when thou dzendowne 

the ymage of Janus. and after in al haſt, 
Into Tibꝛe thou madeſt him to be caſt, 


And thou Caligula among thy vyces all; 
Ofſurquedy and falſe pzeſumpcion, 
wouldeſt that men a God thee ſhould tall. 
Twene Pollux # Caſtoz to haue tip mãtið 
Fro which place thou art now thꝛowe down 
which held thy ſelf among the goddes ſeuẽ 
Egal to Jupitet foz to ſit in heauen, 


Aunſwere to me here being in pꝛelence, 
which of theſe. iii. Mars, Janus, Minerue 
Oz Mercury God ok eloquence, 

Hath rent thee down as thou didſt delerue 
Fro Jupiter in miſchieffo2 to ſterue. | 
That p herafter wherſo þ laugh oz frowne 
Shalt haue no fauour moze w htm to roun 


With thele diffgutes andmanyother, 
Ifoze rehearced in hindung ofthy name, 
Yowthou oꝛdeyneſt firſt to flea thy bzother, 


with mẽ ol armes which was to the a ſhame 


to Ptholome thou didſt alſo theſame. 
Sonne and hepꝛe to kiug Jubatoun, 
and many a ſenatour thouſlough in Rome 


(toum 

Shitteſt vp myd Rome the Citie, 

there garners which neuer afoze was ſeyn 

wherby enkamined was the commontie, 

Pietie to heare thts = and plepn, 
gt, 


Ok 


The ſeuenth 


Of nereſſitie conſtrepned in certeyn. 
Shame to rehearce oz put it in ſcripture, 
Eate theyz membzes a thing ageyn nature. 


Jupiter no2 Juno the Goddeſle, 

Baue no ſuch counſel J ſuppoſe vnto thee, 
But it was Uenus to flatter thy 8. 
And furious Mars by froward crueltte, 

to lea ſenatours greateſt of that Citie, 
thy ſelf ſone afrer wherofÞ toun was fayn. 
Bythyſeruauntes murdzed wer and (layn 


And fo: tabate thine outrage ⁊ thy pꝛyde. 
which thou haſt vſed al thy lyfe, 

LLyft vp thine head loke on thy left ſpde, 
thou fynder vp ol mut der and of tryke, 
Slough thou not Ceſonia thy wyke. 

thy daughter after that called was Dzuſſl, 
Ofcurled en. nt thy malice to fulfills 


IJ haue meruayle how any of pou twepn, 
Thou Caltgula oz thou Tiberius, 

Be not aſhamed any to ſepn, 
Ageyn me with viſage deſpiteous, 

We foz to atwite that I was lechereus. 
Ok a (mall mote pe can abzayde me, 

But tn pour epea beame pe can not ſee, 


Where haue pour ſoules take their hatber⸗ 

that be contrary W me foz to ſtriue. 

ene 
at the ſtrond in hell foz tariue, 

There ye abyde thus J deſccyue. 

where dzedeful Stix called internal Rove, 

of cuſtom renneth w furious waues wode. 


Rhadamanthus one of the Judges tweyn, 
with kyng Minos hath * a tudgement, 
—.— ye ſhal byde in peyn. 

d Cacus hath ode med your tozment, 
In Pblegeton the flood moſt violent, 
pe Mal be dꝛowned and an end make, 
Euer foz to abide among the ſtreames blake 


Imap you call of E mperours the refuſe, 
pe ſhould be ſhamefaſt to ſhewout pour vi. 
Ueryaſtonted,dzedeful a confuſe, (ſages 
To haue to me lo vncurteys languages, 
Thus Meſſaline dauntedthey; cozages, 


potth her temuune crabbed eloquence, 


They durſt no lenger abyde in het pzeſence 


C Of the moſt victous tyzant Nero.that | 
ſlough ſainct Peter and ſatnct Paule, and 
did many other hozrible dedes:and howe e 
ewe humſelfe at the laſt, 


CThe.v.Chapter, 
es hateful dom with many a wokul | 
ſyne 


yne, 

Of Caligula and Tiberius, 
touching the ſtrike atwene th? + Meſſaline | 
Shameful rebukes.froward and odious, | 
By them rehearſed with chere moſt furious 
As pe haue heard here ended their chiding 
NeroP tyzant cometh next vnto the ryng, | 


Oue moſt curſed in compariſon, 
That euer was of hye 0; lowe degree, 
Moſt diſnatural of condicion, 

By great outrages of curſed cruelte, 
That eucr reigned in Rome the Cite, 
His fader called bookes determine, 
Domictus,his moder Jgrippine. 


and blynd Foztune being f , 
that ſet vp tyzantes of froward boluntte, 
By their demerites though thepbe not able 
to eſtate imperial and notable, (ſtond 
what thing moze dzedeful who can vnder⸗ 
than cruel tirantes W blody ſwoꝛzd on hond 


Whan this Nero ot — twelne pete, 
He was ozdepned in eſpecial, 

after he had learned his grammere, 

and the ſeuen artes called kiberall, 

Unto a maiſter in al vertue mozall, 
Called Moꝛal Sener which dyd his pepn, 
From al vices his youth to reſtrepn, 


He kept him euer, thys Senec as J rede, 
maugre his fatal diſpoſtcion, 

By a conſtreynt and a maner dzede, 
From al and diſſolucion. 
Concetued wel his inclinacion, 

to be virtous as of hys nature, 


which to reſtreyn he did his buſ y cure, 1 


Booke; Fol. Clxir. 


It one and twenty winter of his age, Gardepns conduttes foz retre ation. 
Chzoniclers of him voꝛyten thus, He did oꝛdeyne to endure many peres, 
Bow he that time toke in mariage, With nettes of gold fiſhed in hys riueres, 
Octauta the daughter to Claudius. His garmentes of gold and Inde ſtones, 
Ill this while being vertuous, And neuer he would haue the on but ones. 


whe Senec had hym vnder diſcipline, 

Hys modet in lawe called Mellalyne, In bis beginning the ſtozy doth deupſe, 
Lozdand Emperour in Rome the Citte, 

The ſapde Henec made him to deſpꝛe, to Senatours he gaue ful great fraunchiſe 

topurſue cunnin — labour, Grauntedcomons many qteat libertie. 

At entring in hys Empire, But in his molt impertal dignitte, 

J meane whan he was crouned Emperour Ot froward will left all good pollicte. 

Ok al the Senate had great fauour. and al at ones gaue him to ribaudy, 

And by repozt as clerkes of him wate, 

Ju pzole # metre he coud right wel endite. Ok Grece and Egipt with diuers Joglers. 

And among vile pns himſelf diſpoꝛting 

John Bochas as it is made mind, Leftthe pꝛelence of olde Senatours, 


dyd excell greatly in Poetry, And among ribaudes he would harpe #ſing 
de in tho dayes alſo as J fynde, Made comme dies diſyoneſtly ſo uing. 
A dooke notable of ſtraunge poiſpe, At the boꝛdel did himſelf auaunce, i 
Like as mine autour of him ſpecifye, with common weomen openly to daunce, 
The tytle therof called Luſcio, 
Meyn a pzetour Claudius Pollio, Thus by pꝛoceſte to al bertue contrary, 
By great exceſſe he kill in gluttony, 
Ercelled in muſike and in Armonpe, And after that liſt no lenger tary, 
¶Crcouned with laurer fo: the beſt har pour, as euery vyce to other doth applye. 
that was that time and he did edikye. Surfet and ryot bzought in lechery, 
In Rome a palace with many a tiche toure and ground ot᷑ al as chiefpoztreſſe, _ 
which in bylding colt great treaſour, To exple vertue was froward ydlenes. 
The circuite being thꝛe thouſand paas, 
Jud Tranſitozy that palace called was. About the Citie called Hoſtience, | 
Beſyde Tyder and other freſh rtaers, 
Fo; this cauſe as put ts in memozy, Dyd ozdepne byerceſſife expence, 
The ſayd palace afterward was bzent, tentes fo2 ryot,cookes,tauerners, = 
Therfoze it was called Tranſitozy, and al the night reuel about the kyꝛes. 
But after that Nero in his entent, Ladies came that wer afoze wel named, 
Lete bylde an houſe bygreat auiſſemenf, By ſuch falſe ryot wer afterward dit ame d. 
korecompence that other that was olde, | 
and called it the ryche houſe of golde. Theſame Nero by falſe abuſion, 4 
8 It is repozted his ſtoꝛy who liſt ſee, 


al this worde was none to it liche. By violence from their 
that euer men did ride oz gone, 
Tadles of puoz fret with perre ryche, - And wer pꝛole 


Pllers of chiſtal garniſhed  mauy ſtone emple ofUeſta the goddeſſe, 
S,Rubies.and Topaſion. 


In the t 
Of kroward luſt he did them oppꝛeſle. 
Chiſſolites and Emeravodes grene, i Funn 


with plate of gold cyled ß ſhone full ſhene. Among which Rubzia was one, 
Waugre her wal ſhe durſt it not denye, 

Tobodelpluſt and delactacton, From the temple buded of lime and ſtone, 

this ſayd Nero ſet al his delpzes, | HSaccedtoUelta,mine auctour liſt not ys, 


He 


Such as had auowed chaſtitee, 


ſſed to ſtee, 


The ſeuenth 
There ſtant a path whether he toke his ft. 


To Poltiphagus a wodeman molt acts 


Be rent her out to bſe his lechery, 
Notwithſtanding ſhe was religious, 
Made her to abyde at the bozdel houſe, 


By mp wzyting men ſhal neuer rede, 
the matter is ſo foule andoutragious, 
to be rehearſed and the hozrible dede, 
Which Nero bled whtlom on Spots, 
And on another called Doziphozus, 
Both male childꝛen as bookes tell can. 


them to tranſfourme to ltkenes of woman. 


Some bokes of him determine, 

Like a ribaude hoꝛtthle and deteſtable, 

He miſuſed his modec Agrippyne. 

and like a tyzant cruel and vengeable, 
which tocemembze is abhominable, 

He made her wombe be coꝛue vpon a dap, 
to ſee the place nine monethes where he lay 


Ok diſnatural hateful crueltie. 

to God noz vertue hauing no regarde, 
And of the vyce of pzodigalitite, 

He was acculed in knighthoda coward, 
and to al vertue contrary and frowarde, 
Ok whole wodenes good hede whe J toke, 
I was aſhamedto ſet him in this bone. 


He hated al that were vertuous, 

and to them had ſpecially enupe, 

His bzethzẽ his wife this tyzant diſpiteous 
he falfly l ough in his melancoly. 

His malſter Senec autoucs ſpecikpe, 

aye wht he law him hauing a maner dzede, 
In an hote bath to deth he made hem blede. 


Chpiſtesfeyth firſt he gan werrep, 

Ok Emperours in his froward intent, 
Peter and Paule in Rome he made deye, 
Upon a dap they: legend doth aTent, 
Dalfe the citie of Rome J kynde he dzent, 
Ind Senatours welnye euerychone, 
This Nero llough ſparedalmolt none, 


Made his mules be ſhod with ſ(luer ſhone 
Of ſurquedy whan he ſhoul de ryde, 
The citie bzent, Komapns after ſone, 
PRIIAD vpon euer ſyde. 

nd from aſuvurbe where he did abyde, 
twene Dalarta and Aumentana right, 


Slaughter of humlelt 


which that fed hun moſt with ſlech ol man, 
Nero coke men olde and pong ok age. 

to kind htm vitaile in ſtretes where he came 
Cucſedat his end curſed whan he gan, 
whan he did offre innocentes bloode, 

to be deuoured of him that ran ſo woode. 


By a depe mariſhe as Nero toke his flight, 
whan he ſawe he might not aſterte, 

He was ſopurſued by a Romayn knight, 
to fynd ſuccour he might not diuert. 
Roue himſelfe anon vnto the hert, 

with a ſharpe dagger,a curſedendlo, 

Df the kalſe tyꝛaunt that called was Nero; 


¶ Lenuope. 


Of this Nero to wꝛyte a Lenuope. 
— No: ofhis dedes to make mencion, 
to rede Þ p2oceſſe no pꝛince (ſhould haue (op, 
Foz al cõcludeth of murder and oł treaſon, 
Df auoutrie,exceſſe andpoyſon, 
— — — 

ded with miſchaũet 


It that I might J would race his name, 
out of this boke that no man ſhould it tede, 
his vicious life chiet᷑ mirtour of diffame, 
Set him aſide lat no wight take hede, 
Foz toremembye ſo many a cruel dede, 
Saue onelpthis tothinke in ſubſtaunce, 


How euery tyzant endeth in miſchaunce. 


Ol him I calt to woꝛite now no moze, - 

And what J ſay (sſayd but in ke, 
Ok the vyces that he wzought oo | 
During his empire concluding foz a theke 
All tyzanny ſhall end with miſchief, - _ 
Recozdon Nero which foz miſgouernaſies 
as ye heard ended with miſchaunce, 


C Howe Eleazarus a Jewe bozne,foz 
extozcion and robzye was bꝛought 
in pzeſon and there ended. 


¶ Tye. vi. Chapter. 


Frer Nero came Eleaarus 

OP: Jew of Birth apzince of robbzye, 
Nn extoꝛctonet, cruel, and diſpiteoug, 
Foz hys outrages done in that part pe. 

To redꝛeſſe hys hateful tirannye, 

A mighty pzetour was ſent fro Rome doun 
Called Felix into that reaton. 


By foꝛte of felix take he was and bounde, 
et hys might vnto Rome ſent, 

Sade fettered with maſſy chetnes rotid, 

Suff red in pzrſon many great tozment, 

At the laſt this was hys tudgement. 

there to abyde becauſe he was athief, 

Foz euermoze ended in milchtek, 


[Howe the head ot Sergtus Galba Em- 
perouce of Rome was ſmiten of filled 
_ fulofgold,andoffred at 


the Oc pulture of 
Nero, 


¶ The. vu. Chapter; 


toe Bochas next came 
a. Galba doune, 


Which in Spayne dyd many 
dede, | 


nightly 

Ifter the death rehearfedof Neroun, 
hope ſtode this Galba as I tede 
themptre tuſtly to luccede, (bozne 
Parcel foz kntghthode he hath him ſo well 
and fozgret martage which ye had befozne, 


— Bochas re hetſed in ſentence, 
was diſclaundʒed of hateful vices thze 
was cruel contrary to clemence, 

trept in keping gem liberalite, 
dengeable of heart getn mercye and pite, 
Athing not ſitting vnto chiualrye, 

; I Of poue to ſlouthj and 


Co ocrupie thempire he began, 
Imong Romains toke poſſeſſion, 
Cleyming a title byone Licintan, 
That was hys ſonne by adoption. 
But anon after foꝛ hys pzeſumpcion, 
One called Otho a full manly knight, 


Smet of hrs head were « wong oz ceght. 


Booke? 


Fol. Cirr. 

This ſeid Galba mine auetour wꝛiterh thus 

from his Empire vnwarely pulled daun, 
d an enmpe called Patrobtus, 

the head of Galba toke in poſſeſſton, 

Filled it with gold, made an oblacion, 

At the ſepulcre of Nero therwtthall 

to al the goddes and goddeſſes inkernal. 


C Howe Otho Halums and Tulus Ut: 
tellius Emperours of Rome foz Glut: 
tonye,Lecherye,Ribaudzpe,and 
crurclece, ended in mils 


chief. 
CTHhe.vit.Chapter. 


Menne. 


as pe haue herd to John bochas ths 

To make hts copletnt in ozdze came 
afoze ſurnamed tuſtly Licinian. 
Sonne adoptife to tel as J began, 
Ok ſapd Galba cleyming to ſuccede, 
Slayne anon after by Otho as IJ rede. 


Than was themptre parted into thꝛe, 
Otho tobe Rome Vnto hys part pe, 

and Uitelltus to reigne in the countre, 
Ouer the boundes of al Germanye, 
andUeſpaſian reigned in Strie. 

But kirſt this Otho ſurnamed Sergius. 
Came to complepne cruel and diſpyteous, 


Ok al thempirs thys ſame Seratus, 
By llaughter rauine and extoꝛcion, 
By mardze, death, and dedes outragious, 
with mighty Hand toke there poſſeſſion, 
And there began a great diutſion, 

Which was occaſion of gret ſozow and woe 
Atwene Urtellius and this ſapd Otho, 


is rehearſed that in Germanye, 
n ſondꝛy places they had batayles thzce, 
in the which Otho with hys partye, 


(Ptſg 


—— p fteld, made hys fone to flee 


Foztunes mutabilitee, 
time pleinly this the caas, 


he fou 


Manger his might diſcofited there he was 


Cofoze Bedzye amightyſtrong Citte, 
Olk Germanye was thts * 3 


Akter whh of froward rrueltie, 

This ſayd Otho ſeing hys auenture 

with woe ſuppꝛiſed might not endure, -: 
Ok hys conſtreint the (mpoztable peine, 
Toke a ſweoꝛd and roue hys heart atwelne 


Uitellins haucng the victozye, 

with his power as made is mention, 

Ok ſurquedye and falſe veine gloꝛpe, 
Came with hys hoſt in to Rome toun. 
But Bochas here maketh a diſcripcion, 
rehearſing ſhoztlyhys birth + ene his lyne 
And how that he of blode was Saturnine, 


Thys to ſap Saturnus king of Crete, 
Chaſedby Jupiter out of hys region, 

and Janus had in Itayle take hs ſete, 
Upon a mount called Janiculum. 
where nowe of Nome ts bilte p large toun 
Janus tecetuing ofliberaltte, | 
Wan Saturne fled into his Cite, 


Tofoze p coming oł Saturne this no fale, 
Rude and botſtous and beſtial of reaſon, 
was al the people abpding in Jeayle, 

land was none ſowe noz turned bp ſo doun 
No: marchaundiſe vſed in no toun, 


till Saturne t the maner of ltutng, 
Df nth 4 — Janus that was king 


Afoze whole comming tofoze as J pou told 
Craft was none vſedbyno creature, 


Noꝛ no building of houſes newe noz olve, 

but liued as beaſtes ther liuelode to retute 
Like as they werlearnedof nature (ſhape 
(They coulde tho dayes make no cloth no 
of froſty wethers the greuous colde teſrape 


They were not buſy by coſttul apparayle, .. 
of ſundzymeates and confeccions, 

Ok divers dunkes and mantfolde vitayle, 
to be curious to their refeccions 

Markets wer none in Cities noz in tounes 
No man with other bought noz ſolde 

til Saturne came and thẽ the maner told. 


And whan he had taught them the manere; 
and ſet an ozder of thetr gouernaunce, 

The (imple people.as bokes doe vs lere 
Like as to god did their attendaun ee, 


With certein rightes to doe their obſeruice 
wozſhipped him and after did him cal, 
Satucne moſt mighty ok their goddes al. 


Ifter thys Saturne was made a pedegree 
to ſet an ozder conue ed from hys line, 
Deſcending doun the manerwholiſt ſee, 
to one Latinus and ſo koꝛth to Lautne 
which was his doughter as poets determin 
Thus by diſcent fro Saturne Faunus 
Bozne of ther blode came Uiteluus. 


The firſt knight bozne of that linage. 
Becauſe he was manly and right famous, 
Had in armes pzoweſle and great cage, 
He called was Uttellius 8, 

And ok him came Uitellius Lucius, 
Father to htm mpne auctour doth erpzelle; 
of whom that J haue gonne this pꝛoteſſc. 


Dtuers ſtozies remembꝛe andplcinly tell, 
During hys youth and ſtode at liberte, 
how thts fozefayd that called was Uitell, 
Was Þ molt vicious þ any where might be, 
youe to rtbaudp and al diſhoneſte, 
Becauſe of which chaunged was his nam: 
Called Spinter a name of great defame, 


kind that he was an haſardour, 

n albys wozkes paſſing riotous, _ 
fo: hys ſurfetes great with the Emperor, 
That whlome was called Claudius. 
and foz his dedes and maners outragious, 
Foz hs great waſt and Pꝛodigalitte, 

Ok great dil pence he kel in pouertie. 


Among his riotes a ſuxtetes moe than ont 
which he dyd in countries here and there, 
I find that he fo: nede ſold a ſtone, 
which hys mother bare whdome at her ere, 
Foꝛ by olde time was vſed who liſt lere, 
women that were that tyme of bye degree 
Bare at their eaces ſtones and perrey, 


And by the ſelling ofthat rich ſtone, 

Foz which that he recetued great treaſoute, 
by ſubtell werking #ſleightes moe thi one 
He gate him frees d was made Emperout 
and therwithal he did eke hys laboure, 


Torecetue another degnite, * 


” 


Booke: Fol.Cirtt, 
obe chiek Buſhop in Rome the Cite. This was aBulhop ſacred fo: Sathan, 
CG hop Ind an Emperour crouned w miſchaunce, 

Ind in ſhoꝛt time thys Uttellius, Moe like in poꝛt a beaſt then a man. 

Ok thempice toke on him al theſtate, Uſed al his power inſ{aughter + in vẽgãte, 

The ſwoꝛd recetued of Ceſar Julius, To ſhede blood was ſet al his pleaſance, 

Uſed a garment that was purpurate, taking none hede no2 of wꝛong ne right, 

Dempt of hymlelf he was molt foztunate, and thus he wexe hateful tocuery wight, 

Notwithtdding moze boldly ß time at leaſt 

Of Yllicuſis holden was the feaſt. His ſouldtours foꝛſoke him nye echone, 
In al parties by hym where they wer ſent, 

Allienſis was aſolemnitte, though al the counttepes of Septemtrion 

among Romayns kept by dapes olde, And in al Spue toward the Ont, 

in krẽ ch myne autour te coꝛdeth thus parde Okt one acco:d and al ot᷑ one aſſent, 

And in that tyme of cuſtome no man ſhould echeone foꝛſoke him W htm bode not a man. 

by ſtatute bound was noz holde And became ſeruauntes to Ueſpaſtan. 

io doe no maner occupacion, 

that touched vertue oz religion, Uitellius ſawe it would be none other, 
and foz feble of dunknes and outrage, 

Duryng thys feaſt he ſhould haue doyng. and ſaw the power gan fayle of his brother 

By a vſed in that citte: wohan he had ſent and ſigned the vyage, 

Ind Uitelllus as Emperour and kyng, Agen Ueſpaſtan to hold his paſſage. 

Iſked that time another dignttte, But al fo: nought backward wet his party, 

tobe chick Buſhop and haue autozitte, Stode diſpe pꝛed of euery remedy, 

Of that eſtate with power whole and plein 

No man ſo hardy to replye theragayn, Thus Uitellius vnhappp to the werres, 
Like a fozedmnke vnhappye great glutton, 

from al vertue Uitell did varye, whole boaſt afoze raught vp to the ſterres. 

Set at nought al wiſedom and ſcience, Now al his pꝛyde tn miſchiet᷑ is come doun 

' Thought vnto him was not neceſſary, Fayn foz to accozd to this conuencion, 


Cũning knighthod manhod noz pzouidfce, 
Gaue him only to louth and negligence, 
To gluttony folowing his deſyzes, 

watch alntght with dꝛintze and tereſuppers 


Being a Buſhop of they: Paynim la we, 

Lyke Roman ryahtes doing their ſerucſe 
tokoze p goddes he would himſelf withdꝛaw 
and cal aſyde cenſer and ſacrifiſe, 

and tal a boy in ful vngoodly wyſe, 

A kitchin boye tofoze the hye aulter, 

and him cõmaunded to bzing htm his diner 


Being araped in his Pontifical, 

Foz the manete voyde of deuocton, 

Luke a tibaude 02 lie a wode minſtrall, 

Euer dunkle we and out of al ceaſon, 

BY bpon goꝛge this cxceſſiue glutton, 
pdzopike dzanke okt age yn luſt, 

the moze he dzauke the moze he was athyꝛt 


Foz litle treaſour which men ſhould him af- 
to Ueſpaſtã the Empire to reſtgne (ſigne 


This was his pꝛomiſe but he held it noughe 
what he ſayd his wooꝛd was neuer ſtable, 
Certein ſtaterers chaũged had his thou aht 
and certayn cõmons þ ever de chaunge able 
gaut him couſel ſaydhimſelf was hable, 
To gouerne theſtate imperial, 

And none ſo hable foz to rekon all. 


Feiſt of Almayn he ſent out ſoul diours. 
And of pzeſumpcion a newe werre he gan. 
Thought þ he was among other werriours 
Hable foz to fight ageyn Ueſpactan. 

And of auenture it befel ſo than, 

ntheſe werces Ueſpaſians bother, 
'Nlayn was it would be none other, 


This froward man called Uitellius, 
Ungractons euer fond in ä f 
met 
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Smet of the head of the ſayd Flauius, 
Bother of Ueſpaſian and to Rome ſent 
And after that the Capttolle he bzenk, 

But ſutrzg on within a litle ſpace, 

among Romaxns he loſt both hap 1 grate. 


Of his ryot what ſhould J moꝛe entrete, 
Foz except rpot nothing of hym J reve 

his coke his paſtlere,folke þ were moſt mete 
to ſetue his luſtes and appetites to kede. 
Fozſoke him not but wet with him in deve, 
Toward Chaumpeine tight as any line, 
Up to an hy!l called Tuentine. 


Stodrng in dope but that was but iu vepn 
OfUeſpaſtan the faugur to reeure, 

Euen to Rome retourned is ageyn, 

the palace entred# there himſelfe to aſſure, 
Hauing with htm none other creature, 
the gates ſhet which was to him gret ſhame 
take at the laſt fozſoke his own name, 


Hal fe naked he was and half found yclad, 
All alonc like as he was founde, 

So in the Citie afoze the people lad 

Both his hãdes behind his backe was boũd 
with mighty cheynes and with ropes roũd 
Like a woode man of looke and of viſage, 
{The people to him hantng this language. 


O thou olde lecherous fowle glutton, © 

A very cowarve,to al vertue contrary, 
Cruel venceable of thy condfccon, 

To every good man cruel aduerſary, 

To all curſed benigne and debonapꝛe, 
Roote of al ſurfepts,haning ap delite, 

To ſue and folowe thy lecherous appetite. 


With ſuch rebukes and caſting of ozdure, - 

with dung and clap blotted was his vil age 

EL = — of — — 
co2des dꝛawe he was bygtet 

Unto a place called in ther language, 

their molt chiefrackes 02 galowes of Þ toun 

where is okcuſiome done execucton, 


Some men remebze he ſlapn was in haſt, 
with ſhatpe woꝛdes diſmt bꝛed on p groũd 
His careyn after into Tpbze caſt, 


with a large hoke of pzon ſharpe and rotid, 


The ſeuenth 


Homoꝛe reuerenced than aſtmking hodd 
Kememb:tng here mine eutout ſeyth allo, 
Ok this Uitellus,Galba and Otho. 


Afkirming thus as foꝛ their partie, 

they be named among the Emperours, 
Fo? a time thefate bid octuppe, 

And ferit this Gatha by tecoꝛd of auctours 
Dyed at miſchief vod ot al ſuctcours, 
Eyght monethes reygned as loꝛd and ſpe, 
Aud after that caſt out of his empire. 


The thyꝛd moneth as made is mencton, 
Dtho dyed, pꝛoud and ambtcious, 


And as J tynd the dominacion, b 
Laſteyght monethes of Urtellius, | 
And koz they wer pꝛoud ribaudy lecherous 
Cruel vengeable,bozne of curſed lyne, 
In wzetchednes echone they did fine, 


¶ Bere Bochas agepn gluttonp com: 
pleyneth.ſaping as it koloweth. 


F) Cre John Bochas ſeeing the great 


» j offence, | 
Ok this koꝛte ſapd froward company 
Toke hys penne of entere diligence, 
And in his ſtudy gan hemſelk applye, 
To damne the vyce of hateful gluttony. 
Fro which ſinne recozdof Adam, 
Ill our miſchteues and ſoꝛowes came, 


By the outrage of diſobepſaunce, 

Out ſeyd fader being in Paradyſe, 

twe ne him à vertue ther toſe a gret diſlaũce 
Clerclye tontemed he that was ſo wyſe. 
Aboue creatures by reaſon bare the pzyce, 
Till he offoly wꝛongly gaue aſſent, 

to be gouerned by a falle ſerpent. 


Hys innate vertues did hym anon fozſake, 
Fo: his aTenting and did in haſt retourne 
Ageyn to heauen whan the infernal ſnake, 
In ſtede of vertue did with man ſotourne, 
Fo which we haue aret mater fo: to mourn 
Sith that we be diſfourmedin certeyn, 
By vicious lruing of vertue made bareyn, 


And thus came in the dominacton, 
Ok vy ces al and held a great * 


e iz rg 7, 


Booke. 


Che retinue (ent from the infernal donged 
ns wokul wzetches in earth fo2 to aſſayle, 
Qtretching ther power + pzoudlygi pzeuatle 
thzough al the woꝛld and poſſeſſion tobe, 
foz our demerites whan vertues vs fozloke 


Theſe ſaid vertues compꝛiſed in þ numbze 
Of foure reckoned pzudence,attemperaſice, 
from vicious lite tadawed vs fro p lumbe 
nesto haue hold the balaunce, 
And foꝛtitudo of their aliaunce, 

whan they fozſoke mankynde to gouerne, 
than of al vertue was clipſed the lanterne. 


Thus thzvw derknes vices wer made bold, 
the multitude almoſt innumerable, 

Among al reckonedof new oz old, 

There be foure perilous and repzeuable, 
Slouth, lechery,and moſt abhominable, 
Falſe auarice by a = deſy2e, 
with gluttonye chief kindler of their kyꝛe. 


Nature in ſooth with litle is content, 

Ind as mine autour abideth here a wh ple, 
Ind to remember was ſomewhat diligent, 
To wꝛite whan Saturne reigned in p Jle 
Called Crete the pꝛopheteſſe Cibile, 

In her time by great auctoꝛitie, 

The wozld deuided pꝛadeutlp in thzee, 


¶ A chapter deſcriumg the golden woꝛld 
that is to ſape whan attemperaunce hadde 
wholy the gouernaunce. 


Ahe wozld whan Saturne was 


enam 
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eſtace, 
oe Abzaham, by vertuous linpng, 
cauſed earthly folke to be moſt foꝛtunate 
The wozlde tho dayes was called aureate, 
fo; ſobernes and attemperaunce, 


Had th that woꝛld wholy the gouernaunce. 


There was that time no wꝛong noꝛ violẽ ce 
Enuy expled krom euer creature, 
Diſſolucton and dzonken inſolence, 
Ribaudy and al ſuche koule ozdure, 


Fdl.Clrrit, 


Froward ſurfetes contrary to nature, 
Baniſhed wer becauſe attemperaunce, 


Had in that woꝛld wholy the gouernaunce, 


Pouth was bzidled vnder diſcipline, 
Uertuous ſtudy floured tn middle age, 
dzed held the yard of nurture and doctrine, 
Kiot reſtrepned from ſurquedous outrage, 
Hateful detraccion tepꝛeſſed his language, 
kouth was charitie becauſe attemperaunce 
had in that wozld wholy the gouernaunce, 


Foztitudo ſtode tho in his might, 

defended widowes chertſhed chaſtitte, 
knighthode in pꝛowes gaue out lo clere a li. 
girt w hes ſweozd of trouth a equitte (ght 
Held vp the churche in ſpiritual dignitie, 
puniſhed Heretikes becauſe attemperaunce 
Had in that woꝛld wholy the gouernavince, 


Rightwenes chaſtiſed al robbours, 

By egall balaunce of execucton. 

fraud, falſe mede.put backward fro turours 
true pꝛomes holde made no delacion, 
foz\wearing ſhamed durſt enter in notoun, 
no: leſingmongers becauſe attemperaunce 


Had in that wozld wholy the gouernauncs, 


That golden wozld could loue god a dzede, 
All the ſeuen dedes of mercy koꝛ to ble, 

the rich was ready to do almes dede, 

who aſked harbour men did him not refuſe 
No man of malice would other tho accuſe, 
defame his netghbour,becauſe attfperatics 


Had in that woz!d wholy the gogernaunce, 


The true marchit by meaſure bought and 
Deceipt was none in the artificer, (ſold 
making no balkes Þ ploagh was truelphold 
Abacke ſtode Jolenes karre from labouter 
Diſcrecion marceall at diner andſupper, 

content with meaſure becauſe attẽperaũce 


Had in that wozld wholy the gouernaunce, 


Ok walk in clothig was þ time none erceſſe 
men might p loꝛd from his ſubtectes know 
A differece made twene pouertte + richeſle 
twene a pꝛinceſſe and other ſtates lowe, 

of hozned beaſtes no boaſt was tho blowe, 
noz counterfeit feining becauſe atteperaice 


Bh. i. Had 


* 


Smet of the head of the ſayd Flauius, 
Bother of Ueſpaſian and to Rome ſent 
And after that the Cap:tolle he bꝛent. 

But ſuinq on within a litle ſpace, 

among Romaxns he loſt both hap # grace. 


Of his ryot what ſhould J moꝛe entrete, 
Foz except rot nothing of hym J rede 

his coke his paſtlere,folke þ were moſt mete 
to ſetue his luſtes and appetites to kede. 
Fozſoke him not but wee with him in deve, 
Toward Chaumpeine reght as any line, 
Up to an hyll called Zuentine. 


Stodrng in dope but that was but in veyn 
Ok Ueſpaſian the faugur to reeure, 

Euen to Rome retourned is age pn, 

the palace entred a there humſelte to aſſure, 
uing with htm none other creature, 
gates ſhet which was to him gret ſhame 


Ba 
the 
take at the laſt fozſoke his own name, 


Hal fe naked he was and halt found yclad, 
All alonc like as he was founde, 

So in the Citie afoze the people lad 

Both his hides behind his backe was boũd 
with mighty cheynes and with ropes roũd 
Like a woode man of looke and of viſage, 
The people to him hauing this language. 


O thou olde lecherous fowle glutton, 

A very towarde to al vertue contrary, 
Cruel venceable of thy tondicton, 

To euetp good man cruel aduerſary, 

To all curſed bentane and debonapre, 
Roote of al ſurfepts,haning ay delite, 

To ſue and folowe thy lecherous appetite, 


With ſuch rebukes and caſting of ozdure, - 
with dung and clay blotted was his vil age 
In the pꝛeſente of many a creature, 

With cozdes dzawe he was bygret outrage 
Unto a place called in theit language, 
their molt chiefrackes 02 galowes of p toun 
where is okfcuſiome done execution. 


Some men remebze heſlayn was in ha, 
with ſharpe ſwozdes diſmfv2edon p groũd 
His carepn after into Tpbze caſt, 


with a large hoke of pꝛon ſharpe and roũd, 


The ſeuenth 


Ho moꝛe reuerenced than a ſtmking doũd 
Rememb:tng here mine sutout ſeyth allo, 
Ok this Uitellus, Galda and Otho, 


Afﬀirming thus as foꝛ their partie, 


they be named among the Emperours, 


Fo? a time thedate bid occuppe, 
And ferit this Gatha by record of auctourg, 
Dyed at miſchtef vopd ot al ſuccours, 


Eyght monethes reygned as loꝛd andſyze, | 


Aud after that caſt out of his empire. 


he thy moneth as made is mencion, 
Dtho dyed, pꝛoud and ambttious. 

And as J fynd the dominacion, 

Laſt eyght monethes of Uttellius, 

And toꝛ they wer pꝛoud ribaudylecherous 
Cruel vengeable,bozne of cucſed lyne, 

In wzetchednes echone thep did ftne, 


¶ Verte Bochas agen gluttonp com⸗ 
plexneth.ſaping as it foloweth, 


F) Cre John Bochas ſeeing the great 


4 offence, 


Ok this koꝛe ſapd froward company | 


Toke hys penne ok entere diligence, 
And in his ſtudy gan himſelt applye, 

To damne the vyce of hateful gluttony, 
Fro which ſinne tecoꝛd of Adam, 

All out miſchteues and ſoꝛowes came. 


By the outrage of diſobepſaunce, 

Out ſeyd fader being in Paradyſe, 

twene him a vertue ther roſe a gret diſlaũce 
Clerclpe conceiued he that was ſo wyſe. 
Aboue creatures by reaſon bare the pꝛyte, 
Till he offoly wꝛongly gaue aſſent, 

to be gouerned by a falle ſerpent. 


Hys innate vertues did hym anon fozſake, 
Fo: his aTenting and did tn haſt retourne 
Igeyn to heauen vwhan the infernal ſnake, 
In ſtede of vertue did with man ſotourne, 
Fo2 which we haue oret mater foʒ to mourn 
Sith that we be dil kourmed in certeyn, 
By vicious lruing of vertue made baren. 


And thus came in the dominacton, 


Ok vy ces al and held a great _ 
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foz our demerites whan vertues vs foz\oke P 


Theſe ſaid vertues compuſſed in p numbze 
Ot foure reckoned pzudence,attemperafice, 
from vicious life tadawed vs fro p (lumbye 
nesto haue hold the balaunce, 
IndFozritudo of their aliaunce, 


Booke. 
The retinue ſent from the inkernal donged 


ns wokul wzetches in earth fo2 to aſſayle, 
ftretching ther power a pzoudlygi pꝛeuaile 


al the woꝛld and poſſeſſion toke, 


whan they fozſoke mankynde to gouerne, 


than of al vertue was clipſed the lanterne. 


Thus thzow derknes vices wer made bold, 
the multitude almoſt tnnumerable, 
Imong al reckoned ot new oz old, 


There be foure perilous and repzeuable, 
Slouth, lechetp, and moſt abhominable, 


I falſe auarice bya 
I with gluttonye 


chef 


deſy2e, 


ndler of their fyze, 


I Nature in ſooth with litle is content, 
Ind as mine autour abideth here a whyle, 


Indto remember was ſomewhat di 


ent, 


To witte whan Saturne reigned in p Jle 


I Called Crete the pꝛopheteſſe Cibile, 
In her time by great auctozitie, 


I che wozld deuided pꝛadeutlp in thꝛee. 


( chapter deſertuing the golden wozld 
that is to ſaye whan attemperaunce hadde 
wholy the gouernaunce, 


Ke Jbzaham,by vertuous lmyng, 


* eſtace, 


de wozld whan Saturne was 
| 8 Reygnyng in Crete in his ropall 


cauſed earthly folke to be moſt foztunate 
The wozlde tho dayes was calledaureate, 


fo: ſobernes and attemperaunce, 


Had tu that wozld wholy the gouernaunce. 
There was that time no wꝛong no violfce 


Cnup expledfrom euerp creature, 
Diſſolucion and dzonken inſolence, 
Ribaudy and al ſuche foule ozdure, 


Froward ſurfetes contrary to nature, 
Baniſhed wer becauſe attemperaunce, 


Had in that woꝛld wholy the gouernaunce, 


outh was bzidled vnder diſcipline, 

Uertuous ſtudy floured in middle age. 
dzed held the yard o nurture and doctrine, 
Kot reſtrepned from ſurquedous outrage, 
Hateful detraccion tepꝛeſſed his language, 
kouth was charitie becauſe attempetaunce 
had in that wozld wholy the gouernaunce, 


Foztitudo ſtode tho in his might, 
defended widowes cheriſhed chaſtitte, 
knight hode in pꝛowes gaue out lo tiere a li. 


girt w his ſweoꝛd of trouth a equitte (cht 


Held vp the churche in ſpiritual dignitie, 
puniſhed Heretikes becauſe attemperaunce 


Had in that woꝛld wholy the gouernaunce. 


Night wilenes chaſtiſed al robbours, 

By egall balaunce of execucion, 

fraud, falſe mede.put backward fro (urcurs 
true pꝛomes holde made no delacion, 
foz\wearing ſhameddurſt enter in notoun, 
no: leſingmongers becauſe attemperaunce 


Had in that wozld wholy the gouernaunce, 


That golden wozld could loue god a dzede,; 
All the ſeuen dedes of mercy koꝛ to bſe, 

the rich was ready to do almes dede, 

who aſked harbour men did htm not refuſe 
No man of malice would other tho accuſe, 
defame his neighbour betauſe attfperatics 


Had in that wozld wholy the gouernaunce. 


The true marchit by meaſure bought and 
Deceipt was none in the artificer, (ſold 
making no balkes Þ ploagh was truely hold 
Abacke ſtode Idlenes karre from labourer 
Diſcreciton marceall at diner andſupper, 


content with meaſure becauſe attẽperaũce 


Had in that wozld wholy the gouernaunce, 


Of waſt in clothig was þ time none erceſſe 
men might p lozd from his ſubiectes know 
A differece made twene pouertce à richeTe 
twene a princeſſe and other ſtates lowe, 

of hozned beaſtes no boaſt was tho blowe, 
noz counterfeit feining becauſe atteperaiice 


Hh. l. Had 


dl. Cirxit. 
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The ſeuenth 


Had in that woꝛld wholy the gouernaunte. 


This golden woꝛld long whyle dyd endure 
Was none alla in that metall ſene, 

tyll Saturne ceaſed by recoꝛd of ſcripture, 
Jupiter repgned put out his father clene, 
Chaunged obꝛiſon into ſiluer ſhene, 

Al vp ſo downe becauſe attemperaunte, 
Was ſet aſpde and loſte her gouernaunce, 


Ok Martes mineral the metal is ſo ſtrong 
Inkle xible and not malltable, 

By ſturdines to do the people wong 

with rigoꝛous ſweoꝛd, furious a vengeable 
the mercifull golde of Phebus not plicable, 
tohaue compaſſion becauſe attemperaunce 
was let aſyde and loſt her gouernaunce, 


Lerte/ofphiloſophers)(s called gold lepꝛus 
{in(of Jupiter )craſhyng and dul of loune 
Falſe and fugitife is Metcutius, 

the Moone is mutabie of het condicton. 
The golden woꝛld is tut ned vp ſo downe, 
In eche eitate (ith attemp2raunce, 


Was let alyde and loſt her gouernaunce, 


By Dibillaes expoſicion, 

take of this metal the moꝛalitie, | 
the golden woꝛlde was gouerned by reafon 
the woꝛld ok pꝛon was furious trueitie, 
Che moone is mutable full of duplecitte, 
Ilyke to this woꝛld becauſe attemperaunce, 
Js ſet aſyde audhath nogouernaunce, 


Venus bf louers empꝛeſſe andquene, 

Of vicious luſtes Lady and maiſtreſſe, 

Her metall coper that wil terniſh grene, 

A chaungeable colour contrary to ſadneſſe 

A notable figure of wozldly bꝛotleneſſe, 
Like giet y Uenus becauſe attemperaunce 

Was ſet aſpde and loſt her gouernaunce. 


Mine auctoꝛ Bochas gi ptteouſly edplatn, 
Sk the diſoꝛdmate comerous gluttony, 
Ot Uttellitus and his kelowes twayne, 
Allthze defouled with hozrie lecherp, 


defamed by llaũdet notſed foz their ribaudy Had of his houſhold al the gouernaunte. 


contrarious enmies echone to att ẽpetaũce, 
Banilhed fro their courtes might haue no 
(gouernaunce, 


Ofkaluttony and riotous erceſſe, 

watche and reuel and dznking al the nyght 
come vncouth feuers # many great acceſſe 
mfbzes podagre maketh me thet goe not th 
Goutes,mozmalles hozrible to p (ght 
Many inkicmittes becauſe att empetaunte, 


was not of coũſel toward their gouernaũce 


Out ok theyꝛ court baniſhed was pzudence, 
Foꝛtitudo had none intere ſle, 
Gain vicious liuyng to make reſiſtence, *' 
cryed wulues head was bertuous ſobercnes 
trouth durſt not medle,aback ſtode rithtwiſs 
put out of houſhold was atrfperaiice (nes, 
with thele thꝛe Emperours coulde baue no 
(gouernaunce. 
Sonne of the pꝛophete called , | 
the Patriacche, the holy man ſainet John, 
Utctozious champion of gredy gluttonye, 
Liuedin deſert deinties he had none. 
Did date wild honey, lap on the cold ſtone. 
Lotuſtes gathꝛed his cooke was tepetaũce 


And ol his houſholdhad al the gouernaute. 


Of Camel heeres was wout his clothing. 
Rerozd the gholpel that can the trouth tell. 
Yoniſocles his moderate fedyng, 
Mong wyld beaſtes whan he dyd dwell, | 
to ſtaunch his thyʒſt dzank water of Þ well, 


this bleſſed Baptiſt roote of attemperaunce F. 


ſet foz chiek m(rrour of al good gouernauce, 7} 


Ok his dyete Catour was ſearſitie, | 
His coſtfull kode was vertuous abſttnence, | 
Kootes of deſerte his delicate plentie, 
His rich pimentes his Fpocras of diſpence 

Ying not in Coſtretes noz botels iu þ ſpecs 
Not exceſſiue becauſe attemperaunce, 

Had ol his houſhold wholy the gouernallce, | 


This Baptiſt John by his moderate foode, 
the chief trifiph of abſtinence hath begonne. 

This Patriarche reckon one the good, 
content with litle al ſuffiſatice hath wonne 


As Diogenes in his litle tonne, 


Held hym ar ayde becauſe atte mperaunte, 


His tonne to hym was tttent p houſhold | 
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Aud tf J ſhould boaſt of his Seflere, 
I there wer no cuppes of ſyluer noz of gol de, 
pes coſtful vintage came from the riuere, 

I wel timed meaſure was foz his mouth but⸗ 
And his tatſtour was attemperaunce, (lere 
I whichofhs bouſhold had al p gouernatice, 


his conqueſt was moze ſouerain of degree, 


Than Alexander fo2 ail his hye renoun, 
Foz he conquered his ſenſualitee, 


Daunted of pʒudente eche fozeyn paſſſon, 


wich oc dis dyet had al the gouernaunte. 


I Ofſuperfluctie,offlouth and of ſlepe, 

I this Diogenes ſtode euer among in d2ede, 

I Of wozldly fauour he toke no maner kepe, 
I Scraw was his litter a ſimple ruſſet wede. 
Turned his tonne again the wind in dede, 


I twene whote and cold that attemperaunce, 


Þ tnſomer # winter had whole p gouernatice 


CLenuoye, 


bo ood ——— hens 
This utle Chapter buetly to cdpzehend 
I The golden woꝛld is turned intolede, 
I Pzaytogod hits grace down to ſende, 

ot dus hye mercy that it may ſoone amend, 


I Ind that this pztnceſCe called attẽ peraunee 


map ot᷑ pour houſholdes haue Þ gouernance 


Chieflp foz loue andparcel eke foꝛ dzede, 

iu your eſtate whan pe be moſt ſhinend, 

im yeur creaſe a pour moſt gracious ſpede 
Co his pzereptes do diligentiy attende. 


| JF Ofold Emperours tede the Legende. 


Whyle they wer ruled by attemperaunce, 
log pzolperitte ſtode their gouernaunce, 


Ok wozidly kingdoms Rome is talled hede 
whoſe royall boundes fartheſt out extende, 
In martiall actes both in length and bꝛede, 
Rem publicam by pʒoweſſe todefende, 

No fozepn enmyhardyto offende, 

They: dye nobleſſe whyle attemperaunce, 
With her thze ſultr? had the gouernaunce, 


Booke. 


Made htm ſubiect and ſeruaunt to cꝛaſoun 
His clerke ot kitchin called attemperaunce | 


Fbl.Clrritf, 


| _ the kynredeof Jacob was de⸗ 
ed, Chꝛiſte was boꝛne and t ruci⸗ 
fied, Jeruſalem deſtroyed, and ex 
leue n hundꝛed thouſand ſlayn 
and dead by ſweoꝛde, hun: 
ger kyʒe andpeſtilence, 


¶ The. ix. Chapter. 


be ſtozyendedok Uitellaig, 
Ot his two feres Galba # Otho, 
dow his careyn hozrible and hy⸗ 


6 4 

Dꝛouned in Tiber was polled to and kro. 
After they: Nozp actompliched was and do; 
Came great number to Bochas as rede, 
Echeone diſcended ol Jacobs kinrede, 


In token of completnt and of heauines, 
Like folke diſmaid clad in mourning weds 
Foꝛ the conſtreint of their w2etchednes, 
beſpꝛeint with teares quakig in their dꝛede 
knowyng no reture in ſo ſtreit a nede, 
Reſemblyng folke by tokens full moztall, 
That wer toward ſome feaſt funeral, 


Thetr ougly cheres piteous to behold, 
As theygan appꝛoche the pꝛeſente, 

Of John Bochas to tell their ſoꝛowes olde 
thetr woundes ble ding by mar cial violence 
oppꝛeiſed W hunget thyꝛſt ſodein peſlilence 
By fozeyn ſweoꝛd theit lues manacing, 


Upon the death as beaſtes abyding. 


That wer encloſed narow in a folde, 
Diſeſpey2ed ſuccour to recure, 

to paſſe their boundes fo2 dꝛed thet wer not 
within ffamed bareyn of al paſture, (bold, 
This wokull ſhow remembzed in ſeripture, 
How that of Jacob the generacion, 

Was vengeabl y bꝛought to deſtruccion. 


This Pat tiarche called whilom Jſraell, 
Moſt renoumed among all nacions, 
And moſt famous the Bible can wel tell, 
their lune out reckoned thzoughout al regte 
By — toke —— (ons 
mauger Egipciens # Pharaos p | 
whan Duke Moſes by god was —— 
. ii. ud 
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The ſeuenth 


With dꝛpe fete they paſſed the red lee. how of their titie there ſhould not leue aſton 

tonueped by Motſes and alſo by Jaron, Upon another, fo: their moztall fone 

their law was wztten the Brble who liſtſe ſhould them beſiege he told the ſo certayne, 

Upon Sina in tables of hard ſtone, And make Jerulſal t with p ſole all plaine, 

And thꝛough deſerte as they did gone, 

with Angels meate called Mana as J rede With weping eyen Chuiſt told thẽ ſo bekoꝛn 

Fourty winter there he dyd them fede, Oftheirruine and of their deſtruccion, 
Sinne was cauſe that they werlozne, 

After Moiſes led by Joſue Foz thei not knew tot hey confuſton, 

Juto the londe of pzomiſſion, Time of their notable viſitacton, (lowe 

Twelue linage s of Jacob there parde, whan Chziſt came down bozne here in earth 

— make a diſttibucion. foz their ſaluaciũ thei lift htm not to now. 

nd to eche line he gaue his pozcion, 

Bppꝛomiſe made afoze to Abzaham, Thyztte pere full,Chtonieulers waite, 

To Jlaac, Jacob, whan they thither came, And ſomewhat moꝛe after his paſſion, 
Among the Jewes plainely to endite, 

By Patriarkes and pꝛophetes that wer ſad Uithin themſelf fel a dwiſton, 

mauger their cnmies and their moztal fone Murthzers roſe vp within thetr owne toun 

by mighty Dukes and Judges thei wer lad. So great a niiber with many an homecide 

Gate all the regions where thet dyd gone. (That in the citte no man durſt well abyde, 

Till at the laſt of pꝛide the p echeone, 

Like other nacious would haue a king, Their pꝛeſidentes reignyng pn Judee. 

Saul was chole, god graunted their aſking Seyng this hozrible foule rebellion, 
Ivdof murthzers the moꝛtall crueltie, 

Thus by Patriarkes and by their allies, That long endured in that region. 


From Abꝛaham the genealogte, Which foz tappepſe Romains ſent downg 


told by pꝛophetes and by their pzophectes, Ueſpaſian, with many a manly knyght, 


conueyed to Dauid which in his regalye, which into Galtle toke L : 
Helde of Jewes all whole the — " dis war rade 


Ok whole kinred by pꝛoceſſe thus it ſtoode, Ind to chaſtife tho murthꝛers ⁊ robbours, 


was Chil Jeſu bozne of that royal bloode. bꝛent their cofitrey as he rode vp and doun 


| So continued with his ſouldtours, 
St fro his father as pꝛophetes determine, yl vnto tyme the countreys enuitoun, 
toke fle ſij and bloud fo: our ſaluacion. Ok Jeruſalem entcedbe the towne. 


By the holyghoſi bozne of a pure virgtne, With their oblacions in many ſondzy wyſe 


Pad among Je wes great tribulacion, Is Palke requyzed to do they? ſacritiſc. 

Under Herodes ſuffred paſſion, 

Ind as the ghoſpel truelp doth deſeriue, CTokoꝛe tho dayes was Jeruſalem, 

the thyzd day he roſe from death to liue. Pad in great woz(hipof all nacions, 
Called pztnceſſe of eyeryother Rcalme. 

This bleed loꝛd: this lozdofmoſ} bertue, vhole fame ſtretched 

End of Deceber bozne ſothly in Bethleem, thepz treaſoꝛ great and they: poſſeſſions, 

And bythe Lungel named was Jeſu, Double walled of burlding moſt notable, 


Shewed tothze kynages by a ſtarre beame, dzeding none enmy fo2 it was tmpzegnable | 


Thes ſame Jeſus in Jeruſalem, 


By conſ pitacion of Jewes thzoughenuys Among Romans was manya manlyman 
By Plate dempt to dye on Caluerie, wylling echeone of one affcccion, 


Thzough the knighthode of Ueſpaſtan, 
Thus bnto Jeſu Jewes wer bnkinde, Echeone to labour tothe — 


Foz which thei were deſtroyed nye echeone, Ok Jetulalem foz great dtuiſion, 


ce mu 4 9 cy £m +4 


thzonghout al regions | 


Chꝛilt pzophelied (þ ghoſpel mabeth mynd,) Among 


A Icertain womã thus ſaith Þ Chzonicalere 
I Rkgoſted her chyld whan vitayle dyd faple, 


Among themſelf was gonne en the citte, 
By tertayn captaius wer in number thzec« 


Simon, Jobn and Eleazarus, n 
Hozrible tirantes oppꝛeſſyng the poꝛayle, 
Ot aouernaunte toward and outragtous. 
falſip deuided eche other dyd aſſaple, 

I 3mong themſelf had many great battayle 
arte without, and warre was within, 

I Chus of vengeaunce miſchief dyd begyn. 


ueſpaſtan not being rechles, 
I Fo: his party like a pzudent knight, 
By notable meanes extited them to pees. 
I But all foz nought bleynt they: owne \ 
I tochele the beſt they couldnot ſee aryg 
Ind m this whyle this noble warreour, 
I veſpaſian was choſen Emperour, 


I ByAlerandzea to Rome he went agayn, 
tetetued there thempertal dignitte, 


I Ps ſonne Titus he made his chief captayn 


I is pzocuratour to gouerne in Judee, 
Beſet enutron Feruſalem the citee, 


mag men of armes ſeged it fo about, 


that none mighte enter noz none iſſue out. 


Stopped they: cdõduttes a their waters clere 
Enfamined them foz lacking ok vita ple, 


I She had of ſtoze none other apparayte, 
I Thereon by leyſure Her ſelf ſhe dyd fede, 
A which in a woman was to hozrible a dede. 


Thetr mighty walles W gũnes wer caſt voi 
two ſtrong towꝛes take of thetr citie, 
Keſiſtence gan fall in the towne. 
they ſtode ol hunger in ſuch perplexitte. 
Titus of andm nimitte, 

I Chzoughout the towꝛe called Intontan, 
Is eutred in lite aknightlyman, 


The people in ſtretes lay foz hunger dead, 
to bye noz ſell no lifelode in the towne, 
there was no ſucco2 nother of dzink noz bed 
In ain of death bozrie nother bp nozdoun 
Vomtte ofone was the refeccion, 

I vnto another there was ſuch ſcarſitee, 

I who redethJoſephus p treuth he may _ 
1 ee. 


Booke. 


| Fol. Clxxiiti. 
Bent was the temple made by Salomon, 
which had Fdured thus wzite p Chꝛoniculett 
That was ſo royal built of riche ſtone, 
Fully a thouſand and two hundꝛed pere. 
Romatas entred mauger their poztere, 
with ſpere,pollar.+ ſweodes ſharp whet, 
Like woode Lions ſlough whom thetmer, 


Their rich gates touered with plate of gold 
wer bꝛent and molten without excepcion 
the ſfluer ymages that fozged wer of golde, 


the violent per made them runne doune 


Titus had compaſſion, 
s mattial Dukes ſpared nothynq certain 
Leſt ofpzeſumpctd they would rebel again. 


Aleuen hundzed thouſand wer there ſlayre, 
By ſweozd.by hunger. by fyze,andpeſtiifce 
Stinke of tareins that in the (tretes layn, 
cauſedof death moſt ſodein biolente. 
Ind Titus among them this ſẽtenet 
meane of them that dyd aliue dwell. 
028 penny men ſhould thyztylell, 


So as Judas ſolde Chiſi to thirty pence, 
Titus agayn thought of equitte, 

Ok marchandiſe to make recompence, 
thy2ty Jewes found in the citte, 

Fo; a pen and ko nomoze pardre, 
Theyto be ſold foz their great outrage, 
Euer among Daraſins to line in ſeruage, 


Ok the temple a pꝛieſt that was full olde, 
two ſtately lanterns þ wer ful r ſhene 
Tables,Baſons Utoles of bꝛyght gold, 

He pzeſented and thus he dpd mene, 

That they: treaſour ſhould wel be ſent 

Ok the temple,and ſhewed to Titus, 

In token it was whtlom ſo gloztous, 


Co ſhew eke there he dyd his bulycure, 
Hate, Stnamome.frankenſence withal, 
Foz ſaerifiſe the rate veſture 

with Thymyame the rich pectozall, 
whiche oꝛde yned wer in efpectall, 

Fo? the ſolemne place ofplaces al, 

Sancta ſanctorum and ſo men dyd it cal, 


Ofthe citie a pʒince ealled John, 
Ph. ul. 


To 


The ſeuenth 


To Titus came and ſhewed his preſence 
Pale fo2 hunger there came alſo Stmon. 
bzought by a Duke þ named was Terence 
Clad in purple bzought by violence 
recctuedof Titus whan this noble towne, 
caſtels.towes,and walles wer ſmet down. 


Into a caſtle called Mazadan, 

Eleazarus had take his flight, 

Beſieged of Stlua oꝛ he the caſtle wan. 
This Elenzar like a furious knight, 
Mithin the calle the ſelf Came nyght, 
ſttered euery man father child. and bꝛothe r. 
W ſharpe ſweo2des eche man to ſlep other, 


Thus was the citie moſt ſtately ot buuldyng 
that whilom was of this woꝛlde chief town 
where Melchiſedeche reigned pꝛieſt # king 
By dapes olde as made is mencton, 

reſtoꝛed by Dautd buil ded new ol Salom6 
pzinces ofpzouices was no where ſuch ans 
now ts it abtect # refuſe of al other, (other 


Unto the Jewes Chat Jeſu gaue reſpite, 
Full thirtie pert oz he toke bengeaunce, 
In token the loꝛd hath toy and great delite, 
whan that ſinners diſpoſe them to penaſice, 
By contricion and heartely repentaunce, 
This bleed loꝛd this king moſt merc(able, 
Lengeſt abideth oz he lit be vengeable. 


He was to them ſo gracious and benigne, 
Bade that thei ſhould to hym conuert ſone, 
ſotcwed vnto them many an bncouth ſyane 
Duting twelve dayes eclipſed was p mone 
p people at ons knew not what was to done 
But indutate in their froward entent 
Like folke abacht wiſt not what it ment. 


Akoꝛe the ſiege oꝛ Titus gan the warre, 
Ouer the citie wherof they we xt aferde, 
there appeared a comete and a ſtarre, 

the ſterre was ſhape like a ſharpe werde 
Couching the comete there was neuer herd 
Ok ſuch another, lo fy2p.bught, and clere, 
Which endured the ſpace of all a pere. 


Their feſliual dap haſowed im pull. 
their picſtes berfy to make oblacion 


So great alight the temple dyd fyll, 


That all the people ſtondyng enucron, 

thought it ſo bꝛiqht tn their inſpeccion 
aſſyng the lunne as it dyd ſeme, 

t what it ment no man could deme. 


Is the pꝛieſtes dyd their buſy cure, 

to offer acalte, anone oꝛ thei take hede, 
the ſame calf a thyng again nature, 
bzought fozth a lambe theſame time I rede 
an ouglytok?e which put the in ful gret dꝛed 
A contracy pzonoſlicacion, 

She wed vntothem of their ſubuerſton, 


With other tokens kroward and contrary, 
theſame time wer ſhewed euer among, 

the bzaſen doozes of the inward ſentwary, 
with yzon barres (het that wer moſt ſtrong, 
Bꝛode of entaple rounde and wonder long, 
þ might not meue with thirty mens might, 
Opened by themſelf twyſt on a night. 


There wer ſepn alſo chayzes in the apze, 
men of armes with bztghe weoꝛdes clere, 
Ok plate and mayle armure was ſo fay:e, 
Bꝛigqht as Phebus where they dxd appere, 
And as the ſtozp alſo doth vs lere. 

with their ſheltrons and they; appararle, 
A pzofer made Jeruſalem fczto aſſaile, 


To the Jewes it dydſignikte, 
A pzonoſttke of their deſtruccion, 
zteſtes to the temple as they did them hye 
na nyght to dooblacion, 
Amid the temple was hearda dꝛedkul ſoun, 
Of which noyſe this was the dꝛedkull ende 
Riſe bp echeonec and let vs hence wend. 


And ful foure pere tofoꝛe the ſiege gan, 
One Anantas xong and tender of age. 
Ok his birth, ſonne of a rude man, 

By diſpoſicton dull of his courage, 
Like as he had fall in a rage, 

Ran in the citie by a maner frencſie, 
Spated not with open mouth to crye. 


Unto this noyſe was made none obſlacle 
But obſtinate euet to his entent, 

Dape ot the feaſt holde in the tabernacle, 
A voxce(quod he) out of the Ozient. 

voice fro the South fro Nozth.X _—_—_— 


voice fro p. t. wide s þ blow ſo bꝛode # wide 
voice agatn Jeruſalem crieth out on euery 


(ſyde, 
Uoice gain the temple, again p peopl 


ealſo, 
voice again huſbondes, voice againe they 
Wo to Jeruſal? with a treble wo, (wiues 
Of hunger.thyz(t,andleſyng of their lyues, 
of ſweoꝛd and fire and many ſodein ſtrives 
Thts was the wzetched lamentacion, 
Which Ananpe cryed tough the towne, 


ene brenda Ark 

tt endlong , 

All wer it ſo he felt ful vnſoft, 

as by beting made feint # feble of might 

o ſtynt not to crye ſo daye andnyght, 
pzonolttke ſhe wing tothe cttie 

How ryght lone it ſhould deſtroped be, 


By rehearſayle alſo of Carnotence 


Socke: 


dl. Circv. 
TUith that eitie fo2 ſynne it ſtode Co tho, 
That pf Romains by marciall violence, 
Yad not come anddone them al this woe 
The earth Chould haue opened and vndoe, 


Deuoured the people voyde of al refuge, 
oz dzouned the toun by ſome ſodem deluge, 


Bulefly to paſſe this bẽgaũte moſt terrible. 
Done vpon Jewes foz they tranſgreſſion 
fo their demerites p puniſhig moſt | 
Of Jetuſalem finall ſubuerſion, 

Ok the temple,tabernacle,and the towne, 


In Joſephus who liſt Ce all the de 
Debdloladure the —— 


the ſurplus he map tede. 


CTheende of the 
ſeuenth booke. 


To his pꝛeſ — the people ſtondyng 
Titus came and ſhewed his preſence Chat all the e enutron, 
e foz hunger there came alſo Stmon, thought it ſo bꝛiqht tn their inſpeccion 
ght by a Duke Þ named was Terence yng the ſunne as it dpd ſeme, 
Clad in purple bzought by Violence what it ment no man could deme. 
retemed ol Titus whan this noble towne, | | 
taſtels. towes, and walles wer ſmet down. Ls the pꝛieſtes dyd their buſy cure, 
| to offer a calte, anone oz thei tone hede, 
Into a caſtle called Pazadan, the ſame calf a again nature, 
Eleazarus had take his flight, bzought fozth a theſame time I rede 
Beſieged of Stlua oz he the caſtle wan. an ougliytokf which put the in ful gret dzeb 
This Elenzar like a furious knight, A contrary pzonofticacion, 
Wahn the caſtle the ſelf ſame nyght,, She wed vntothem of their ſubuerſion, 
ſttered euery man, father child. and 2 
W ſharpe ſweo2des eche man to ſley other, Mith other tokens froward and contrary, 
theſame time wer ſhewed tuer among, 
Thus was the citie moſt ſtatelp ot buuldyng the bꝛaſen doozes of the inward lentwary, 
that nom was of this worde chief town with yꝛon barres (het that wer moſt ſtrong, 
where Melchiſedeche reigned pzieſt # king B2ode of entayle rounde and wonder long, 
By dayes olde as made is mencton, þ might not meue with thirty mens might, 
reſtozedby Dautd buil ded new ol Salomb Opened by themſelf twyſt ona night. 
pztnces ofpzouices was no where ſuch ans 
now ts it abtect # refuſe of al other, (other There wer ſeyn alſo es in the apze, 
| men of armes with bzighe weoꝛdes clere, 
Unto the Jewes Chat Jeſu gaue reſpite, Ot plate and mayle armure was ſo fayre, 
Full thirtte pere oz he toke vengeaunce, Bꝛight as Phebus where they dxd appere, 
In token the lo hath toy and great delite, Ind as the ſtoꝛp alſo doth vs lere. 
Speer aire” Pope mage et . 
pcon n yp repen , [ to auaue, 
This bleed lozd.this king moſt merc(able, | 


Lengeſt abideth ozhe liſt be vengeable, Co the Jewes it dydſignifte, 


A pzonoltrke of ther deſtruecion, 
Be was to them ſo gratious and benigne, lies to the temple as they did them hyt 
Bade that thei ſhould to hym conuert ſone, a nyght to do oblatton. 
ſbewed vnto them many an bncouth ſ\ygne Amd the temple was heard a d2edful ſoun, 
During twelue dayes eclipſed was Þ mone Of which noyſe this was the dꝛedtull ende 
people at ons knew not what was todone Kee bp echeone and let vs hence wend. 
But indurate in their frowardenteat 
Like folke abaſht voſt not what it ment. And ful foure pere tofoze the ſiege gan, 
One Anantas yong and tender of age. 

Akoꝛe the ſiege oꝛ Titus gan the warre, Oft bis birth, ſonne of a rude man, 
Ouer the citte wherof they wext ale rde. By diſpoſicion dull of his courage, 
there appeared a comete and a ſtarre, Like as he had fall in a rage, 
the ſterte was ſhape like a ſharpe werde Nan in the citie by a maner frencſie, 
Touching the comete there was neuer herd Spated not with open mouth to crye. 
Of ſuch another, ſo fyp. and clere, 
Which endured the ſpace of all a pere. Unto this noyſe was made none obllacle 

| | | But obſtinate euet to his entent, 
Their feſliual day haſowed mn pull. Dape of the feaſt holde in the tabernacle, 
thetr piteſtes berfy to make oblacion A voxce(quod he)out of the Ozient. 
Sogreat alight the temple dyd fyll, voice fro the South. fro Hoꝛth 2 


voice fro p. ul. wide p blow ſo bꝛode # wide 
voice agatn Jeruſalem crieth out oneuer cout Senf it ſtode ſo os. 
— — again p people alſ Had not come anddone them al tis mos 
— in huſbondes, voice — IAA le voxveof al refuge, | 
— — 


Of hunger thyꝛſt, and leſyng 
vl ſweoꝛd and fire and many ſodein ſtriues — opaſe thi var motrble 


This was the wetched lamentacion, 
e peptic GY 1 


Beaten he was fon hig affray ful ot. 


whipped, l 
e D 


6 may reds, 


CTheendeof 
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By rehearſayle alſo of Carnot ente 


CThe Biologe 


to the wage Booke. 


en wel deferned, 
al gold in ooffer locked and conſerued, 


vnkynde 
* Byugdt bythe Komatns dewar 
chert ente and towne, 


They —— 
By gods hond puniched kozthetr outrage, 
— liue in tribute and ſecuage. 


Bochas aſton ed af dovon his head decitne 
his ptllowe lap h ma traunce 


— dertoke, 
. —j—— — —ů— O5 the labour of his eyght booke, 


Certes(quod John Jtade reght good kepe Atwene twayn abyding thus a whyle, 
crauaple outrage, What was to doe in doubt to flete, 
. me in aſlepe, Halte within,and bangen 


limmes feble,crooked.and fetnt foz age could not deſerne to hi what was moſt mete 
Calt tn adzede foz dulnesof courage. Cu Fraunces Petrarke the laureat Poete 
Fozto pzeſume vpon me to take, Couned with laurer grace was his guide, 
Df the epghtdoke an eudefoz to make, —Came and let him doan dy dis beddes ide, 


— ont of —— 
_ mire ne hr ne ins, 
Petrarkelowelp to e 
—— — . — 
of pztnceſſes ſitting bye in Þ houſe of fame Which haue Itayle like a ſonne clexe, 
In dmers bokes thou doeſt thẽ find . — 
Perpetually to put thy name in minde, yenlumined by pour le. 


(Thy dayes ſhozt put the in great dzede, haue del yꝛed as it is welcouth, 

> + gee nel phe —— 2 Zen e hert by humble attendaunce, 
he moze feble the ſlower is the ſpede, you wozlhip fro mp tender youth, 
(The ſight darked and thou art fall age. Indo hall euet vopde of all variaunce, 
Among remembyng thinke on this ligage Duryng my lyte (foz truely in ſubſtaunee,) 
whan men be burtedlowe in the earth dof}, ye haue been lanterne,light and direccion, 
ſaue of good luung farewel alguerdon, Bre to ſuppozt myne oct upacion. | 


— — ſhallpaſſe ryghtſoone, As in bookes to compyle, 
tunnyng and al ſhal out of mind chtef exaumple to my great auauntage, 

. — ehatgeth as doth$ cloudy moone to refourme the rudenes of my ſtyle, 

At a fireight nede few frendes men to find, wth aureat colomts of your frelh lhguagt 

But a good name vwhan left behynde, 


The pꝛologe. Fol.Clrrvi, 
But now fozdulled by impotente ot age, Ind to conclude all bices to repzeſe, *' 
Of De cri pitus marked with many a ſigne Contrary to ſlouthj is vertuous buſines. 


My labour vp of wzityng J reſygne, 
| Uertuous buſines, O Bothas take good 
I call me not foozth to pzocede, renueth al thinges of old antiquitie thede, 
Dtond at a bay fo2dzteuen to wermes, @Maketh men to le after thet be dead, _ 

quod friicis Petrarkleſe not thus tht mede remfbzeth the nobleſſe of many great citte, 
yeue men no cauſe to repozt nozexpzeiſe, Audne wer wyziters,al wer gone pardte. 

In thy laſt age thou haſt found a mayitreſſe wherfoze Bochas ſith thou art nete the lõd. 
which hath thee bꝛidled in ſoth a p ts routhy, Suffer not thy ſhiptoſtumble on p ſond. 


and holde is called lout : 
err , F meane as thus the ſhip of thy trauayte, 


An euſdent token offrovward ſlougaryy, Mhh hath paſſed the ſea of bookes ſeuen 
Upon thy bed thy lunmes ſo to dꝛeiſe, calt not anket tyll thou haue good tiuayle, 
Riſe vp koꝛ (hame,foz J tan well eſpye, Let no tempeſt ot thunder, rayn,no; leuen, 
Folke that can grone and fele no ſickenes, Noz no wyndes of the cloudy heauen, 
Chepz chamberlayn is called ydlencs, noꝛ no falſe ianglets of demers þ wyl bltue 
which layeth thy pillowe ar eue + at mozoww, Depzaue thy labour let thy (zip artue, + 


boyd her from thee and let her go W ſoꝛow. | | Y 
ö thyſaple, - 

To all bertue froward and contrary, all on no ſonde of wifult negligence, 

Is ydlenes here in this pꝛeſent life, Let good wyl be chief ol thy counſayle, 


To quie thy rother ſet entere diligence, 
It᷑ vit atle fayle and wine to thy ce, 
et at the laſt thinke foz thp ſuccour, 
With euer vertuous occuparion me royal pztnce (hal quite the thy laboz, 


which men ould votde of wiſedõ r reals, 
Thinke by waiting autours did their paine 
this matter what d J long tarpe, to yeue pzinces their commendacions, 
ſlumber leaue and 


Which hath the dzawe away fro thy libꝛary 
Wplthee not ſuffer tobe conremplatife, 
Fo: bet condecion is to hold ſtrife, 


thine eyen dzeſſe to Remus, Romulus, called foũders twein 
boke J made ot lyfe ſolitatye, Of Nome towne and of two Scipions, 

Remember theron the which in ſ&ernes, hei wꝛate p & ꝓzudẽte of two Cae 
Teacheth the way of vertuous buſines, ok — — cke alſo (tons 
By and by who liſt rede cuery lyne, By of whom loke that thou doe ſo, 


Of contemplacion moꝛall and deuine, | | 
Ok pꝛophetes thet wꝛote the pzophectes, 


Js J ſapderſt pet left bp thy looke, And the nobleſſe of olde Moyſes, 

fo;fake thy bed ryſe bp anone fo: ſhame, Ok Poetes the Laureate Poeſtes, 

vouldeſt Þ reſt now vpon thy ſeut̃th booke, the fozce of Sũpſõ the ſtrfgtbof 9 

And leaue the eyghtzin ſoth p art to blame. Ot two Sꝛekes Pirrhus and Achilles, 
zocede fozth and geat thyſelf a name, By them wtting bokes ſay the ſame, 

with one thyng do thy ſelf comfozte, Into this daye pet endureth the name. 


Is thou deſerueſt men after re | 
_ SR" And he that can, and ceaſeth foz to waite, 


Bake a compariſð twene darknes # light, Notable cxaumples of our pzedeceſſours, 
Twene ydlenes and occupacion, Ok enuy men wyl bim atvotte, 


Twene fayze daye s. and the cicudye nyght, that he in gardems let periſh wholſ d flours 
= — ＋ doe great ſucrours 


Twene cowarde pꝛoweſſe, and hye renoune In ſond:y caas g̊ might 
Twene vertuous ſ peach. falſe detraccion foz other and ſpare not thy trauade 
foz vertu91aboz gain ſiouti mat moſt _ 


The P2ologe. 


remembzed of ankiquikte, 


Foz taccompliſh vp his etght boke, 


dion 
koze m 
Luſt of youth aſedbist frethnes, 


fynd Colours of Rethozke ——— 


And fo; — perdurable, 


And our meritesto ae 
that labour 


— 


Jac 


— thtmpotent feblene 
Of crooked age that Bachasdoeros 


— * 


ok vertue, 
to Child Jeſu, 
— — n 


——— deeſe, 


Wer faded J was bozne 1 
where Bacchus — ful 
My due ſoule koz to dewe and wete. 


Tremblmg op age hath fozdulled me 
— let 2828 
Invfeo me Sx 


24 — to endite 


F acquite, 
as it is to me due, 
e two bokes Bochas foz to ſue, 


¶ The ende of the 
Pꝛologe. 
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chow the pꝛowd tiraunt Domi⸗ In token there was no god but he alone, 


clan Emperour of Rome, and ma⸗ Into pathmos heexiledeke Sant John 
ny other Emperours and nobles Tse began trag the pekte. 
— — vu — 
f ended. s fame tiraunt reignpng in his ace 
4 * | 25 Tool! het neee \ | 
ce knn i —— 
e knit Chapter, , 
Moꝛtal enmy and moſt malicious, - 
And foz ſlaughter of Senatours in pᷣ tout 
Axed the triumph as made ts mencton, 
Made among Jeweg by ful great outrage, 
Wheras he hadgreareſt ſuſpicion, ; 
toſlepal tho that wer of the , | 
. © BOfDauos kynredoz of kyng Salomon; 
2 Leſt he wer put out of domenacion, 
| nedEmperour, Imong Jewes this was his meanyng, 
An extoꝛtionet anda falſe pſllour,  Sloughaltho that wer bozne to bee kyng, 
ptoudly commaunded in his eſtate vpſtaſley 
Of all the wozld he ſhould a god be called. Amid hes palace as god would et right. 
- Puniſh a tiraunt and quite bym his mede, 
Thzough hte pzeſtipei5of him it is ehe told, this Domictan was flayn bpon a nyabe, 
nother of timber karuen nan of ſtone, Nis carein after bnburted as J rede, 
Set vp Images of ſyluer andof golds Jud Commodus doth after ym ſuceede, 


which was al youe by fleſhy appetite, 
to leue al vertue and foldw his delite, 


| 
Theatre pla pes of cuſtom he dyd ble, 
Is was the cuſtome there andthe vſage, 
His lyfe in vices falſiy did abuſe, 
In lecherous luſtes dil 
tothe Romains dyd full great damage, 


fo; of the Senate that wer moſt vertuous, 
wer falſlyſlapn by this Commodus, 


n his time byſtroke of thundze dent 


nd kyꝛp lightning p came down fro heaue 


the common libꝛarp was of the citte bent, 


with ropall bookes of all the craftes ſeuen, 


'Bokes of oetes mo than J can neuen, 
And Commodus bꝛiefly to termine, 
was ſlapn and ſtrangled by his concubine. 


Eltus Perttnax came next on the ryng, 


O3dapned after Emperour of that rovone, 
Olde and vuweldy ſlayn in his apunyng, 
After whom the boke maketh meucion 

By no title of ſucceſſion, 

Bat an intruſour one called Jultan. 


theltate vſurpyng to retgue 


e began, 


— —— i 
One Scuerus that was a kuightly man, 


Gathzed of Komains a woder great meine 


— — 
And there was Julian ſlayn in battople. 


Seuerus after entred the Empyze, 
And toke vpon hym the domenacton, 
pon chziſten of malice ſet a fxze, 


Began agein them a perſecucion, 
Ok tirannye and falſe ambicion. 


fo; taſſaxle, 


rpoſe fully and theron dyd his peyne 


88 
And Seuerus thempyze 


recure, 


pr 


: 


al his yong age, 


The eyght 


Jn his purpoſe oꝛ he might auayle, 
With one Ylbinus 5 was a manly knight, 
He had in Gaule a ful great battaple, 

Ful great bloud ſhad in that moꝛtal l fyght, 
Albtnus ſlayn of very fozce and might, 
DSeuerus entred tn Bzitayn, 
Caught ſickenes and dyed of the paine. 


Ifter Severus next came Yntonine 
Of whom the froward diſpoſicion, 
As all auctours ofhym determyne, 
bultnes and occupacion, 
Do! Falls, — — 
ea courage a k,. 
Among Parthois ſlayn in battayie. 


Matrinus after tofoze Bochas came down 
Whilom a zazefect in Rome the citte, 
— — — 
came to 

Octuppeda pete. ſate in his Impertal ſee, 
Tl Foztune liſt hem to diſgrade. 

Among his knightes\layn at Archelade. 


Next came Aurelius ſurnamed Antonpue, 
I great ribaude and paſſyng lecherous, 
yet was he Buſhop as auctours determine 
the temple ralled tus, 
— — — — 
e Heretihe of whom gan the names, 
Ok a ſect called Sabelltaues. 


This ſayd Aurelius agayn all nature, 

Ok falſe pzeſumpcton in bokes it is tolde, 
would not pourge his wombe by nature, 
But in beſſels that wer made of gold, 

And in deſpite whan that he was olde, 
Slane of his knightes and not after long 
His careyn was thzowen into a gonge. 


After this pꝛoude fozeſayd Yntonyne, 

to thempyꝛe by uſt eleccion, 

f Senatours as bokes determpne, 
Came Jurelins and f oz his bye cenoun, 
ee 

teſiens lyke a manly 
And there Ry Xerxes put bntoflyght, 


This Yurelins ths pzudent knightly man, 
han he ſate Judge a 


'Booke: Fol. Cixxbui. 
Right ſad and wyfe in that they had to doe 
And were the firſt Chꝛiſten of echone, 
empetours rebned fo; ther deten wat none 


Br Ponctug the Mattn 8s Jreve, Pt # 
In Nicea i Cee, 
lbb wens hes Emgerrodt lo@}5v fe, They wett — — to rey 


uelix as made is mencio Sioyne end . fo 
ans I yaſove > treaſoure ODS re e 
— 


To) which dedo by eruet 8e, 
The tiraunt Dees agetn thetoke 8 dr 
cauſed holy Lautfce by botling loſe his ifs 


Thisſame Detius cutſed and cruel. 
dal! 17+ 0000 } 22:94 Cauſed ſlaughter of theſe twenie 

he was eve enmy bos life who int io len. Borie x flv he wp 
Se $ Los og ve he did hys ul ppetns, 
But in ds mot furious craelece, ' ' - *? tyzaunt by perſecucion, 


a | folke toke firſt occaftÞ, 
EE iy, Sov cam 


ſr get pation eee Live 
— — ce TOI — es tell, 
- 3558 


(warte agem Chzſſten which gaue hoe te 
with parthores drt this dom Gozdian, thzoagh Nome # Ita mine Kerot 

holy warre falthe gan bem lpeve, | nem 11 (twitwes 
Wer raw here te es Tan eve Thede me sof men depending eng irplle 
away bictozious in ear 883 l to laue there lies conde no chẽuelaunte. 


tae reaſon th Finn 


2 EXT him — 4 


then 
— fore Foz Martin waiteth, an on 3 


| the blind fell goddelCe, 
Tought him l — 
th Nie cr | 
to king Sapoz ſhe was fanourable, 
But pet he was to cruel 
with his fete deuoide of al faudure 
—— Co fode the backe ol an Emperoure. 


- 1 oby nnd, onde IN Of olde it hath be ſonge and eriedloude, 
| | Recozd on Cirus and many ather mo, 


o 
= 

. 

- 


Booke? Fol.Clrrir, 
She bath thee ealttn thzaldome 4 feruage, And Þ many marty ſith Chatſtes fayth beg 


edal mankind dyed vpon the roode, 
8e hots whores Hehe conſiftozy, pe toy tzcquite un yes theve his debe. 
Is an Emperour and a nn Fey. | 
Lyeſt bod in cheine s,. kno ee 
fall terre out of thy mind, — — oe 


oblacton, 


41 


L 
knightly f woozthy Publius, 
Keen — 


Unto Iſis offroward 
— nun that sc C pe called rhiek Soovelle. 
— — 
1 "  toſuffer ewes her; e e 


s, And C to worſhip ths 
and folke of Crete Saturne — ſerue, 
and chziſten men thou madeſt fallyſterue; 
Ok whole lawe fo; thou did not retche, 


thou died in pztefon at mſrhieflike a wetch 
C Howe Galten ſonne of Valerian 
* thip volts es was llayne. * 
Choſe rather to dye than 4 ; C Che. u. Chapter. 
This conceit had in 2 d 


F Exe tn ate to Bothas tho tas 
Somne funden ont called. 


Ind conſidꝛed ſith he was in age, 
io aue bis honour it was mont auauntagy, 
Ho to be layn.his wozlhip to conſexue, 


than lie abealt in on fo; to ſterue, 8 

on at hozrible effuſion, © 

Foztunes Chapter of hem it was not rad, blood that men might een. 
Is Ualertus maketh mention, by Ualertã god would it 

— ͤ— — — — 

e They of Jlnayne the s didpaT 

ey o ne e, 

Theveth — — oe JFtaple, gi 

Gothes allo pzoude of chere and face, 

Ys whilow didthe ure — —» oY Jad hes of parmevmplre omar 

Of her free choyle lhe felt ſo great pyng, With themofDenmarkefurious andecuet 


—— tn tozptt is fon, Ageyn Romayns wext wext of afſent reden. 
that hs [ay pale aud grote vpon the ground 

Tiberius, #lethergooſt ſo weud, To whole damage in this meme whr, 

Out of her body tyis was her fatal end, among Romapns it is befal thus, 

woekul wertes which called been cle. 

Thou ſtode ferre of al ſuch fantaſie, Gan in the ettte cruel and deſpiteons, _  _ 

Iſpeade to thee (O thou Ualerian) Fyaſt whan they met was flayn Gemttiug, 

Thy cruel heart of falſe melancoly, which kyꝛſt toke on him in bokes as J reve, 

Made whilome dye many chztlten man, ͤ7ᷓ— "hn 

ne 


The exght 


Romayn But 0 
One potumiagamaghryicas Wb dend le he eeipſed bis glaye, 


auaple afterbnwarely flayne, Foꝝ he was enm to Chailt and to his lawe 


Imong hes bite nta. renoin, ©fhim Borda * 
lun no to unpte, 
— in his booke qoeth fu as heb 
. — 
which was Tour ta Zurelian. 


* 


A mat «44 at £5 © «@SS.z 


otter ene lege 


Foe monethes,whichby 75 
Saturninus with a 


Saban him pzoudly to — 
N anding that bs in Kome town, 
toe vpon bim * 

ene rang 


ms «as toad 4 T 


aa 


Foztune efchew p lodeyn 
r 2 
— 2 — cmg 


— 


themperour Carus and his two 
ſonnes were miſchieued. 


¶ che. v. Chapter. 
Bochas, Carus next came 


and 
— 
r 
In hys Empire he gate Cittes tweyn, ö 
and dyed at Cteſiphon Gone, 5 


2 


W 


Booke? Fol. Cixxx: 


Beſide Tigre a famous ſwiſt mere, 
pe peght bys tentes & caſt hem there abide, 
ning hys face came ſo nere, 
Smet all co poudze foz all hys great pꝛyde, 
And Numerian that ſtode by hys ſide, 
a marke that was ſent fro heauen, 
boch hys tyen eke with the firy leuen. 


other ſonne Carinus a good knight, 
n Dalmacta had al the gouernaunce, 
and foz that he 
Be was caſt doun andloſt al hys puiſſance, 
Utcious life cometh alwaye to miſchaunce, 
Septius choſe Dalmacia fo: to gute, 
Among hes kucghtes murdzed of enupe. 


CHowe the ha zenobya 
——— 


C The. bt. Chapter. 


Ene auctoure here no lenget 
lit ſotourne, 
Ok theſe Emperours the falles, 


wiite, 
But in al haſt he doth his ſtile tourne, 
To ʒenobia her ſtozy 
But fo: Chaucer did him ſo well acquite, 
n his trage dies her ptteous tal to entteat 
wil paſſe duet rehearſing but the great, 


Jn bis dodeof Conterbarye tales, 
oueratgne Poet 
t pfigrims told les « bp vale 
nm. re — Rom 
Jn 8 tragedy compenreoally raid al 
het mete ul pzowelle and her piteous fal. 


Mine auctour firſt airmeth how 
Sa 

ne 
Egipt ful notable in idat age. 
And thys zenoba expert in al 
wiſe of counſayle and ot᷑ 
Paſſed al othet in fanie 


Among ſhe was armed in plate and male, 
yzences weddedtothe king, 
Odonatus pzudent in batade, 


of Bzutes Ylbſon, 


t pzudence, 
eloquence. 


C 
ending. 

Wangeral be weth her — * 

Ageins her that wzongly tobe partye; 


By Odonatus ſhe had ſonnes tweine; 
Hetenntan called was that one, 

And Timolaus of beautyſouereine, 

Ifter whoſe berth their fadze gan anone, 
to ott upie the pꝛouintes enerichone, 

of Perle + ede bypꝛoteſſe made the? klent 
Ok zenodia the hardy wiſe Queene. 


— — moſt 92205 4 
s conque tzperſe + Med 
S!axne he was dy one Mcontus, 

which tothe king was coſen as J rede, 
But fez beeauſe ofthis hozrible dede, 

And foz the murdze of king Ddonate, 
Died at miſchicfand paſſed ints fate; 


By pꝛoteſſe after zt nobta the quene, 

toke her two [nes # pzoudly did them lede 

Cofoze her chare that men might thẽ lene, 

Howe they wer bozne as pzinces to ſuetede 

Ee we et 
m to defende thys m 

Hardy as Lion toke on her armute. 


Foz al her lozdes and knightes ſhe bath ſet. 
Mauger p Komaines pzoudly ga her ſpede 
Al the parties ot the Oztent, | 

To ottupie and het hoſt tolede, . 
of p Emperour ſhe ſtode nothing in dzede, 
Called Yureltan met him in bataile, 

with her meinye him pzoudly did aTayle, 


On outher ſide þ vapgret blod was ſhedde 
the ſtroke of Foxtune tant no ce:eature 
eee 
1 as as endure 
with rich ſtones fret was her armure, 
with whom themperoure ſo entring Rome 
Oktrumppe required the guerdon. (tou 


He dempt it was couenable and ſitting, 

Thys Emperour thys pꝛoud Jureltan, 

To axe the triumphe it was ſo gret a thing 

to take ʒenobia that ſuch a warte began, 

Geine Komaiues thys mercial woman. 
AJ. ul. Foz 


Theeyght 


Foz I ſuppoſe of no woman bome  wphcrof aſtonced was Dioleſian, 
was neuer quene ſo hardpſeen afozne, Seng thts miſchief dzedfull and perilous 
Dwepnedin haſt that Maxtmtan, 
this hardy pꝛiceſſe foz al her rotalte (know was ſurnamed andcalled Becculeus, 
whoſe hye renown al p woꝛld was Made him Emperour called Juguſtus, 
——— — 2 — — — 
m e in pouett plunged lowe. Saule. wirt no we is called caunee, 
A wind contrary of foztune hath ſoblowe, , 
That ſhe(alas)hath piteouſly made fal. Ilſo mozeouer thys Diocleſian, 
Het that (npzoweſle paſſed women all. Made in this while gouernours twetne, 
Conſtanctus and one Marimian, 
The triumphe pouen to Aurelian, furnamed Galerius Cõſtancius in certein, 
Foz the conqueſt he had vpon thys quent, In this while towed did hys peine, 
Calle d zenobia came Diocleſian, aughter of Maximian called Herculeus. 
Bozne in Dalmacia bys ſto who liſt ſene, named Theodoza mine autour mutet thus 


—— — — By Theodozathys Conftan 

an 8 as * ctus. 
Becauſe that he was but a gardener, Had ſixe childzen in true martage, 
bzother to Citiitine ſcronicle telleth thus 
Other mencton is none of his linage, no hich afterward whan he came to age, 
Ok hys birth fozſoke the region, Foz hys manhode and merttal cozage, 
Left his craft of delutng and coztlage, was choſe and made 10zd and goue 
Gaue him to armes, and by election Ok al tie wozld crowned Emperoure, 


ase n eat oo Caraſius which had ful f; 

n ven! wer, 8 c eu > 

Jud Spapemiane maberhere hysUnter, Je e — 

— a great extoꝛcioner, 

His viker there had man great bataple, A — —— 
Upon ſuch people that by rebellion, Murdzed him and after did hys patne, 
Toobep bys lozdpp wnthin thar region, Filly thay rere hon tas to ben 

— 2 — 

fn 

Them to challiſe tobe on hym iche a man, 22. — — 
* — . —— And in thys while iche a mani — 
To countr hr foe — Foy Jes nom. 2 
And tohym ſelfhe toke al the tak e. Re 7 | 
And ok pz: ſumprion He fitſt with them had a ſtrong 


Ok rich parple line au Emperour, 


Caraſins of Butayns tweyne, 
ferne rd here gonna hys ztunes might, 
kea rebel Rome did his peyne, As ſhe that coude deſſtmule foz a while, 
laboure, and after ward falſely hum begile. 
commeſſion, - 


wyll paſſe ouer as as 
See aloe all — > 
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Keſozt ageine to Diocleſiatr, (tentes 
Uhech at Aleraundzy pzoudly pitched hys 
the captein ſlough gaue in cõmaundemẽts 
To hts Ss to doe their auauntage, 
within the Cite by cobbtng and pillage, 


Gan agen Chrfſten great perfecucion, 
Uſed hys tyzanny in the Oztent, 

By bys bidding Maxumtan came doun, 
towarde the parties of the Octident, 
Both theſe tirauntes wzought by aſſent, - 
vnder whoſe ſwoꝛd many marter dayes, 
ſlayne in Octodozii the region of Thebes, 


At Uerolamy a famous ould Cite, 

Sant Albon ſlayne hys legend doth fo tel 
And in Rome b tutious crueite, 

Che Pope ſlayne that called was Marten 
By thett ſtatutes and by ther domes keti. 
Churches were bꝛent in touns and Cites, 
Loſt their fraunchiſe and al their liberties 


Froward enmy he was to Chaiſtes lawe, 
Wanya martir to dye foz hys ſake, 

wert feble — — 
From octupacton hys relt foz to take, 

ys attozney Maxuntan he doth make, 
Jn bys laſt age it is rehearſed thus, 
Dtode tn great dzede of Conſtanciis. 


The dꝛede of dym date ſo nye hys hearte, 

and therupon toke ſuch a fantaſte, 

Te ee how 
, | 

Jlmoſt fo; feace feil in a frenſie. 

Ok which dꝛede the bone maketh mencton, 

Fe ſlough hem ſelfe by dztnking of poiſon, 


Is I told erſte in the Orrident. 
Maximtan called Het tuleus, 
Reigned as Emperour # cuer in his t᷑tent, 
Co martets he dyd ape hys labours 
of birth Bochas found none autours 
This to ſap he coude neuer rede. 

where he was bozne noz of what kiuredr. 


* Vys 


Fol. Cixtri. 
Famous in armes, pʒꝛudent and mereal, 

Daunted al tho that dyd agetne him ſtrtue, 
Slough Giauntes called in noumboꝛe fue 


Rode in Iffrike like aconquerour, | 
B2ought to ſubtection thie ſturdy nations 
Foztune that tyme did hym ſuch favour, 
Gate Sarmacta with other regions 
Many Cities and many rich touns, | 
by hys conqueſt of newe that he hath wdne; 
thzough þ woꝛld his name (hone like a ſũne 


He was thetiſhed in armes from hys youth 
yd great empꝛiſes fo; Rome the Cite, 
et - as it is — | 
ounſayled hym reſigne hys dignite; 
But he was loth to fozſake hys ſee, 
Sith he was loꝛd and gouerned all, 
F0j to cenounce hys tate (imperial, 


But by aſſent of Dfocleſiah, | 
As he hym feit᷑ had lekt al govletnaunee, 
Ss tuen lyke thys Marimean, | 
Diſcharged hym ſelt ofhys royal putllauce 
but afterward he kel im repentance, 

And beſy was as dpuerſe folkes ſepne, 
Theſtate of Emperour to recure ageme. 


Thich foz to acheue he did hys diligence, 
Fo; hys ſonne that called was Maxener, 
put in poſleſſidõ mpne auctour wʒite th thus 
Co which thing he gan wer enucous, 


and gan o eine meanes in his 8 
Totrouble hym. dut it auagey | 


han his rurpole miaht take none auails, 
ageme Maxente as Bochas doth deſcrme, 
er Fauſta þ kne we his coũſaulẽ 
diſtured his purpoſe foz which he fled blue 
a Coreg tn Bat En 
Slatne ſodeynlyſoſtal s dente. | 
: 

* mattirs and Chziſtes kaythj, and 
miſcheuouſly ended, a 


EThe bi. Chaper. 


The eyght 


man ——— outrage, 
Euel tetched,trowatd and dicious, 

Tow is noſtozys lpeaketh of hys linage 
Vet — he ſet full 
of wozidiy dignite 
pet (nhys ginaiug he was not konunate. 


He was ſent out by Diocleſtan, 

and made Emperour by his auctozite, 
Narſeus the knightly 
in Perſe #lozdof that countrie, 
warte with Rome the Citte. 
Foz which Galerius toke on him this Tpziſe 
with mighty hond hys pzide to thaſtiſe. 


mon entred into Perſe lond, 

ng Narſeus met him of auenture, 

aught band to hand, 
On Galertas fyl the diſcont᷑:tute, 

Yys foztune ſuch he might not eudure, 
Clad in purple as made is mencion, 


Of Dioc ieſian receyuedthys guerdon, 
At thetr anon oz he was 
i wetting ——— ware, 


— mat ox 
To wa!ke on foote by the 
eee 
Gan ſebe a meane agein to geat hys name 


Gan fo: to aſſemble his old ſouldiours, 
Made hs ozdinaunce by 
witha great dſt pertebe — 

gre 0 e he came riding 
kaught there witz the 
That che —— maugre al then 
were of Galerius that day put to flight. 


The field was his, gate their great richeſſe, 
Robbed their tentes, 
Jn ran — 

in great nobleſſe becauſe of 
Thuscan Foztune 
Of Deocleſian where he 
with newe triumphe reſozteds agem. 


ſtandeth euer dees; 
quauereth euet in dout 


e vp to TED 


in his chatre, 


diltgent werbung 


t 
nr 


e 


Ot whoſe fauout no man hath be certepne 
though one daue grace another is put out. 
Late euery man as it commeth about, 
Take hys tourne and neuer in yer aſſare, 
Fayling ia armes is but auentute. 


— —— after hys bat aple, 

n perſtens wer gloztous, 

— — fone and! and lozdlhi of Jtaple, 

x the Ozient he was victopus 

td — foz _ wer tedious, 

282 dayes maligned as men Laich. 
faiſe hatred agein Chziſten faith. 


And him tohelpe in theſe falſe matters, 

it is remembzed to hys confuſion, 

hrs Empere he let two vikers, 

them power in euerp cegton, 

— —— 
martirs a put t to 

and in this while ful mau one he ſleath. 


And thys ſayd cruel Galertus, 
which of thempire had al the gouernaunce 
Ok curſed heart and cozage diſpiteous. 
By hs vſurped Imperial putTaunce, 
Gaue auctozite foz to do vengeaunce, 

Unto tweeine, Severus and Paxence, 
On al Chziſten by moztal violence. 


I certene ſpace both ofone accozd, 

To eſtate of Emperouc choſe was 

Till Seueras and he fil at du come, 

And aftcr by bengeable peſtflence, 

within a Cite of noble pzeememnence, 
Called Raut᷑ ne Seuerus there was ſlapne 
Of which Galerius god vote was —_ 


Fare in haſt this Galerius, 
Him to ſ and ſta nde in 
—— —— Licmmus 


_ 
7 and 

2 F knights all 

— — x ſet vo in hys tal 


With which eleceton —— wex woodt 

ne Fel in a maner fro ward fre 

325 entrapie — bys blode, 
of hys troward vengeable _— 


diffence, 
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Seegen. 


Wooke: 


In euerymembergan rotte and puteikye 
Till ail the ayer about dim enucron, 
toal that felt it was venome audpopſon, 


Ltke a czar coded batke nd.chine, 

In this while on Chziſten moſt vengeable 

Co him auapled no maner medicine, 

thar ſpate vatotem th ldquage fu notadl 
t 

In bis wordes tem contiũdeng in ſubſtance 

Che great Juptter hath take on oe — 


Dee 
with a bolde fperne to hum gan abzapde, 


It is not Jupiter wozlhiped in this town, „ 


nt the Capttole ſet ſoothlyas J ſaide. 
upiter that was bozne of a 


that any medicines (Yould thee rteuts. | 


a tant by vengeaunes fartous, 
3 - 
Upon the whele of Jpion to dwef; | 
Fo: his demerites with Tantalas in hell. 

Tyere to recetue his final laſt 


which couldon martyzs haue no compaſſts | 


t was fo bloode, 
Arnot Ima 


ye woolfe rautnous and woode, 


— dyuers palſions, 
. 


Fol. Cixxxii. 
Co Chziſtes feyth he was alſd enmye. 
After ſone he loſt his gouerngunce, 

Ok inkoꝛtune layne ly, 

. Godon tirantes ptadeth vigatice 
of whole burping was move no oꝛdinaũce. 
Foz he was not tecemedot the = 


vereatn rote une a ratten 
howe Licthusenniy to Chaiſtes 

by feyth was llayne. 

Ccde. x. chat. 


Ext tokoxe Bochas came Lirtntis 
knyygbt ACT , bozne of 


whan he began doo eeencion 


. ee 


Yo2rible death f pꝛſt did him here confound, G 


with furies tufernallyeth now in hel bound 


ts Cho eh mag 
lye ended. 


¶ Che. vui. Chapter. 


Fter Galerius cruel violence, 
9 . — Bochas bete 


with ptteous chert Emperour pee: 
ä — not ful olde, 
famous in arme and bode, 
— oy gr hong 


tode in 9 — 
Seyn Conſtantine both on lond aud fe. 
He meg en ae other be, 
Put 


6 oF 


not eſcape in no place 


fe in Couſtantines grate 


haſt that he be dead. 


Toke vpon han to repgne as gouernour, Le eneds Citi wer mave vvſion, ** 


Theeyght | 
| Liemtus wherof 5 aue onely this tn which he gan p2oceve, 
Ae e es Bec tobe he, {omake be cen Dalmacius ſuceede. 


e came befo:e him with chert ful pteons | -- | 94 
— twein,Conltantins and Chyſſpus, But his fauour was not —— Why 


almacius. no 
kntghtes fil a ſodeyn debate, 


Cot Conftantine andChaCpus.and: | 


doe Dalmacms was llapne. 


& de. x. Chapter. 
2 


Couſtantyne of whom ke 

— - | me” ctus,aud how Magnencius and De- 
They wer ſonnes , Conſtantyne and ctugmardzed themleike, 

ſame tweyn of one moder boznt, 
ani Bochas bobs reperlththns 


ame 
Souetned Rome that with Ko 
Alexa roſe bp a great ettour, But finalix 
Ba kalte pe called Jrrms, 


To our beltefe a thyng contraxious. 
And fo: he dyd ageyn our ſo wurche, 
Sf dey age ofthe churehs 
was ſlayn | 
Is — — ioroopomgg r 
This errour was pꝛie ued ful was none left but Conſtancius. 
Thze hüdꝛed bulhops wer pꝛeſẽt The Komain knights dannn. — 
and * prope pany — Choſe them an Empecour Ue 0 
And al theſe clerkes o ſentence | 
Pzeued Fcrius heretke Thys Uetranton was karre ronne in age. 
e n be Barron of ene ee * 
| i no great courage, 
eee 


Noz like no mhle to endutt. 


— wh ſpase now latt. 
duch ties Uetranton caſt hem to debate. 


Wee mee ii T1» a 


wo . 4a eo... Mt + 
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Boche: Fol. Cirtril. 
Ot mertial actes he kuewe al the manert 
Choſen —— fo: bys —— 
fu to de ite Chyonicles doe expꝛeſſe. 


p — damage and bindering | of the toti 
˖——— w98s dead, 
— er 


of thetr 


* 


which fro the heauen — vpon hem lpzede, 

— — — 

Be — bpor. the next night: | 
by veeozd of clerkes $3 


Conſtaut me, vodich 4 
and to hem did E. 
was lo notable found in al hys werbes. peter —— et] 
good cheve, . 
nineſpheares, 


— 
. 


God of 


to veſtte, 

e g beſts, dert were fourtyllones 90 
{aboure tm td quite. pol lois t t ple mate auctout warre Þ ſame, 
rr 
2 

= — be eoghe wet aſſures, The Komayn sthat werbilt of ods 

— 
— thou al 22 — ä 


To motcite Saraptpin al thou ſende, hath to bzoke dyon eche partye, 
Suffer x Harepey tl ha hou ſerve This of goſtl y poltece, 
fouindbteftytomabe an cube. neue ſtatutes of 


Recemed afrer with due reuerente, 


nn ere ite of Siineſtre hath deueſed, 
by grace made hole whan he was baptiſed. 


(Thar 
fl renued and ſodem made white Low molt 
= == = 
t enlumene; eee 


of doctrine, 
attous loꝛd my loueretgne loꝛd 
=. 
1 | 
k facthful heart and whole affeccion, 
gone. g pere eee 
rr n 


10 the day called the ſecond, 


Q2detued a 
eat wh dat ene coun were ound 
what euerhe were of bye o3lowe 
That the name of Chztlt Jem. 
by dous = 


The third day in enery manne * 
Ba decree confirmed and made 
1 ——ů— —— 

Byopypoſſion 03dy tollaceral wong, < 
It ſhoaſd not de carted - 


cal ud hele, 


. 
Indon his lambe bponthe other ide, 
Se ae be 

— eee te des goodto eſe, _ 
Toſawe mann n dyed vpon the dose. ——— mon — ee 
He tet allo take a grtat centere. ä 
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Booke: 


As ſouerayne head in euexp region. 
D al alone matting, * 
Of tempozall 1ozdes like as hath the kyng, 


Co the church he graunted great fraſichiſe 

the fifth day and ſpectal libertee, 

It᷑ a felon in any maner wyſe, 

—— — 
t 0 

to be aſſured and haue there ful refuge, 


tat ute doth panty ſpeciſie. 


whole and entiete churches toedifyes 


epſed# coſ/bzed myne impoꝛtable offfct; 
am not wozthyp to come in thy pzeſence. 


Noz foz to enter into this holy place, 

vpon this grounde bnable fo: to dwel, 
To open myne epen.oꝛ to lift vp my face, 
But of thy mercy ſo thou not me repel, 

As man molt ſinfull I come vnto the well; 
Thy wel ot grace and mercefull pitce, 

Foz to be waſhed of mpne iniquitte. 


This example in open he hath ſhewed, = 

His ſtate umpt tial of mekenes laydaſpde, 
his purple garment with teares al bedewed 
D weozd noz ſcepter, ne hozfe bxon to ride, 
ther was none (cen noz baners (plated wide 
of marctal tttũphes there was no token fofio 
but crying nme 


was ſeyn gladne mone; 
———— 


fter al this he digged bp dimſell. 
Lee benen 
on the twelae Ypoſties deuoutip — 
theton to wurche, - 


AB. 1. T 


Fol. Cixxxiiii. 


. — — | 


S,- 
— 4a. 
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he place of olde called Laterenenſe, 
Buylded and edifped in the JIpoſtles name, 
Conſtantmus bare all the diſpence, 


oꝛdeineda law mine autour ſayth theſame 
It any pooꝛe, nake d. halt. oꝛ lame, 
Reeeive would the fayth of Chziſt Jeſu, 
Ye ould by ſtatute be take to this (ſue. 
55 n his pꝛomiſe ił he wer found true. 
at he wer not by fainyng no factour, 
firſt be ſpoyled and clad new, 
coſtage of the Emperour, 
— (hilleages tece tue to his ſuttour. 
Of which receit nothing was with dzaw, 
By ſtatute kept and holde as fo; a law. 
It wer to long to put al in memoꝛe, 
— bye pꝛowe lle and his notable dedes, 
nd to rehearſe cuery great bictoꝛp. 


— 7 —— gracious ſpedes, 
Let hem of Stlueker reave the Legends 


And — — 
vohich þ he had, in Chouities men may lere 
Wuhan he ſlept in his ropall dongeon. 
wChiiſt to hem 


Be not bpon 


which that he had with hoſtes that he ledes Of 


d hym a troſſe ⁊ ſayd as ae er. 


The eyght 


Conſtantinopie he de it after call, 

And on a ſtede of bꝛaſſe as men map ſee, 
Manacing of Turkes the countre: 

De ſit armed a great ſweoꝛd in his hande, 
Them to chaſtiſe that rebell in that londe. 


Refoyce pe folkes that bozne be in Bzttayy 
Called otherwiſe Butus Albion, 

that had a pʒince ſo notably ſoueraine, 

B fozth and foſtred in pour region, 
that m had the domtnacion, 

As chiefe Monarch, pꝛince and pꝛeſident, 
Ouer all the wozld from Eaſt to Occident. 


Time ok his death that moneth of the pert 
bus not ſeen ddzough his kerufe hete, 


dlong afozne lacge b;ode,andclere, 
toward Iffr>e ſhewed a great Comete, 


Awap encreaſti toward the ſeats 
EEE 
UW ere in his palate he ed into kate. 


1 — Apoſtata enemye to 
by falſe i1uſi6s was cho» 
"ene Art — 


Ude. nu. Chapter. 


koxin this ligne hen that overcome the ol, UN N 


FO — — 1 0 
——— of 
gh the rram ht alle was Moree 


After whoſe death 242 
Oral the — raph 


Zur —— 1 
Duryng hes tyme hold the beſt knyght, 
That any where was in any region.” 

Df Chiiltes — — 


——— 


After his name which neuer ſhal 


0 which auſſi he — 


chaunged —— .. Fozloke his opder by a 


eometd the — Julian, 

50 5 — 1 — 
8 * 
ntt᷑ed religion as bockes ſpecific, 
vnder a colour of falſe pocriſie. 


Jthathbeen faydokantiquitie, - | 
where that there is a diſſimuied holtnes, 
t is ycalled — 

ye on all ſuche fepned perfecrnes, 
Foz ſimulacion cured vith:denblenes, - 
Audfalſe ſemblaant with a faber face, 
ore ſectes N i out of grace, 


* * 
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Booke: Fdl.Clrrrv/ 
And fyzlt he hymto Rigromanlye, To Heliſeus was granntedby Help: | 
Double as mine autour ſayth, | 
Firſt to his ozder and after to our faith, © r — ſentence, 
By of that havfult poſton % 


— 
udbone he ſome Nerve ior 
4 dg apy era vg | 
ſpirit whyle Wade hers ine 
Of gouernaunee and alſo of nature, 
Keſemblevym of maners and leapng, 


ths fade Julia — 
n 

Ok ce froward and vicious, 
was tent to Gaul with great chualcye, 
As bat — — 


req bole Emory, 


Gate hym 
Co haue — 


„ 
Ynother meane piamiy to 0zdayne, Hebadby the ſerie of the byng, 


wicked to make of his alpe, called Ylerander d 
— ner bene wt a me W this wozld by whi ever i begine — 


Co experience by (nuocacions 
F = Ehusgahe nao fl fat, 
Thep 


wh6 
neon 
Jeruſalem, © | 


Crliethin the countreyralled paleſtine, 
Buried atoꝛe role bp at his rwurney, 
Out of his graue. a ſtraunge thyng to ſee, 
an hole bzought to hi aracied in dis armure 
Which hyng tokoze belt hes ſepulture, 


The ſame armure ws notſene that night, 
— —— 

e e whan ———j 

; a froward way denn — —— 

ſhed this miracle to pꝛeue 

— — 


Ok bis blaſphemy this was þ todem wake 
2 
Thou Gal de haſt 


EFFI rere 


Woode dyd lemme, 
Sent e en enen er 
— — — 


——— 
WPajtall enwy'o good men ouerpehone, 


—— 


tukect the ayze with pelitle ner. 


keſt 
ye — — 


And in his whele pzincegall, 
4 ol vifags, 
armed his outrage, t 
ſpere though euery ltnow & bein 
Df this cirvane Come — The war ab cnt e. 
——— — By bis lite his 
god and man froward and odtous, ſacrifiſe was — 
as he with curſednes began, 


tome the knight knot 
thug ph tm 1 — was bis ende as allbokes tell, 


was Mercurius, 
the — ſoule v is in hel. 
—. * Rf whoſe Pluto nE 


— =} 


898998282 


| 
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| The epqhf 
Was kent out hes malſte to withſtonde, Agarn Eothoys came down into Th:ace, 
By the biddyng of Ualentintan. But furtouſip they met htm in the face, 
Whech that tyme the Empyze had in honde where line a coward de turned his viſage, 
Both at once, but ye ſhall vnderſtonde, to ſaue his lyt᷑e lap hyd in a cotage. 
Theodoſtus was ſent out to afſayle, 
the ſayd Fermpne #\ſlcugh hym in batafle, Thus finally this Emperour Ualens, 

Is ve haue heard faplev of his entent, 
Ok which Fermine by ful cruel hate, the Gothes folowed by rryell violence, 
n that countrey pzeſumpteouſly reignyng As wyld beaſtes al of one aſent. 
met of his head and ſet it on the gate the houſe and him to aſhes they haue bzent 
Ok Chartage,this was his endyng. Lo here the fine ye puntes take good hede, 
which by intruſiũõ afoze was crouned king Ok tyzauntes that ſamctes bloud do ſhede. 
In Paurttatue oppzeſyng them by dzede, 


Is pe haue heard,fo; which he loſt his heve, ¶ Ot Hermenritus being of the Gothes, 

and howe themperours, Gꝛʒactan, and 
In this matter Bochas doth not ſoſourne, Theo doſte, deſtroped temples of 
By none attendaunce noz no long diligfee falſe gods, and how Gꝛaciũ was 
But of purpole doth agapn returne, put to klyght. 


to the 


teur that called was Ualence , 


Which as J told dyd ſo great offence, xv. . 
to holy charche — won | per at 
Nough al Hermites that bode in wude rnes. ter Ualens to God contrarfous 


In al zes moſt krowarde 

God would not ſuffer he ſhould 15g kdure, Kof 1 | 
aunteth no tiraunt to haue here long uke s came Dermfricus 
— hore — — nee BM — 5 of —_ was - king, 
the Gothoys whylom gan a ſtrite, Jnflate and e 1 make no delopes = 


and ſion, to datt s. 
— — emdmes 


Y of dis called Maximus. 
Ted them by ſo great tirannp. 
was vpon them lo contrarious, Joo the bokes tell can, 
that theygathzed al their chiualrye, rt with his father Ualentimian, 
ſo firong vpon the And alterward Cheodolte and he. 
Had gouernaunce of Rome the citie, 


c heodoſte and Gꝛactan of aſſent. 
Deſtroyed temples as n thatpareie | 
Ok kalſe gods aiſo they haue doun cent. 


village, the and al ſu , 
e lond ot Thzace NN — —— | 


Cities. tones, and 
that wer famous within 


But al this whyple Ualens ganenchaſe, . Ind in this as Foztune liſt ozdeyne, 
— of malice — ' — — trtnnly 
Purſued Yermites that lined ſolitarie. 


An hardy knyght albe that he dyd varye, 


And ol new this Ualens gan agayn, From his pzomeſe made by Sacrament, 
great multitude of Romains topurchaſe, In Bꝛitayn lift nolenger tarye, 
Ind with his vol pzoudly by dildaxne, ut tnto Gaul of heart and whol g 


S ao ut ww Ma erer MKmiEEMUUAa ee yd .yabl = a> od ih. So as 0.0 


—— 


Wooke. Fol.Clrtrvic, 
Getn G:aefan he ſodetnly is went, with bnwate ſtroke gene hym a fall agayne. 


And as it fel,ſet by their both auyſe. 
they had a batrayle not farre out of paris, This Maximus of whom J ſpake tofoze, 
Tofoze his death made an ozdtnaunce, 


his &:actan was there put to flyght, that his ſonne which called was Uictoꝛ, 

Bythe pꝛoweſſe of a pzoude captapne, ſhould after him gouerne Gaule # Fraunce 

called Merobandes an hardy knyght, Tahom Xrbogaſtes had in gouernaunce, 
I great Conſtable with Ualentincan, 


wheche with his power hath ſo ouerlapne. 

That Gzaccan was conſtretnedn certayn, ſlough tyis Uictoz to retgne whan he beg, 

Chan his power might not auaple, p 

Gain Maximus to flee out of Jtaple, (A good pꝛoteſſe how the Emperour 

i Theodoſte by pꝛapet with a ſmall 
8 —.— — deſpze, noumber gate the victozye, 
e ambition, | 

C Ce. xbi. Chapter, 
Han Ualentinian with great 
E. 


ſuch other as be in number fre, 


this Chapter Bochas doth doſcriue, By Itbogaſtestoke poſſeſſion, 


Ok and ok al Itayle, 
— — —— B al that lond to ſubit crion. 
han that he had ſlayn Gzactan, than with his power he came to Gaul doun 
The noble Emperour Theodoſtus There recemed with great ſolemnitie, 
Co benge his death a warre in haſt he gan, At Uſenne a famous olde citie. 
Becauſe — — 8 4 I foake but lat 
was vnonglp d though the erueltis Arbogaſtes of whom tlate, 
Of Gꝛatian ful farre from his countrye, chief Conſtable as ye haue heard deutfe 


this Lozde byfulcruel hate, 


ud in a tome he 
— — 


* - 


;: . 
————ů— wile, 
Anone fo; ſozow the Rozy telleth thus. 
douned hymſelf as 


tothe tate —ů— Seteſppestodeughymmatropne, 


_— 


violence, 
mrs re defence, 


Igein Eugentus #Yrbogalt bis bzother, 
thetr people # thet departed dere and yonder 
with wind # miſt that none of the ſaw other 
by vuware vengeance of tipeſt 2 ot thũdet 
thetr (peres bzalt.thetr ſhiides roue aſdder 
Eugentus take,after od his head, 


And Irgobalt ſlough bymſelf foz dꝛede. 


All ok aſſent 
with 


157 
S 


— — —— 
But commaunded of haſty nes, 
Whan he knew theſe wer ſo ſlayn 
tat bis kneghtes thider dꝛeſſt 
— — ſdarp whet 
Judelerently ſlea all tho that they met, 


without tudgement, 
citte lent. 


But whan Imbzoſe heardofthes cruel dede 
Like alt jdzelate thus he gan pzocede, 


dl. Cixxxviii. 
ü 
— 


— warhiaw 


7 there 
foz truſt me wel and be tight well certam, 
al ſuch murderers god hath them in diſdarrt 
bloud faiſely ſhed haue this in rem?bzavice 
calleth day # nyght to hym to do begeader. 


I fo fence, 
— ——— 
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| The exght 

. Totxecueton to pzotede anone, All kynredes dalated deen abzode, 
maintein their errour a froward turſednes And myne autour as it is made mynde, 
veffdthetr treſpas, maintein their woodnes Of Japhet came ſeuen nacions as I find. 
Ferre out of ioynt if it ſhalbe declared, 

ta-Theodoſte foz to be compared. 


— 1 —— 
where there be ſome that wzbgly it wartey 
holde thereagayn by froward maintenatice 
touchig this matter ſet here in rembzaiice 
As men deſerue let euery wight take hede, 
He that ſeeth all quiteth them their mede. 


Theo doſtus lyſt abxdge, 
— 
. — to ſuffer his caſtigacion, 


p countrye 
Stondyng in Aſta as by rehearſayle, 
But in Europe ſtant Thzace it is no fayle, 
Gothes Scithiens of purpoſe dyd ozdotne, 
Among themſelf gouernours tweyne, 


. =— That tyme Honeztus — 
us 
By meke confeſſion knowyng bis trelpace, : 
By ſaint Imbzoſe reſtozed agayn to grace, By graunt of whom al the whole countree, 
Gaue to Alerthe, ot Gaul, Spam, A Fraſice, 
Uertuous s mayerample take, There to abyde and there to holde his lee, 
Ot C how thet the lozd ſhal queme Gothes, Spainolfs, vnder his obeyſaunce, 
he not froward amẽ des foz to deme Takyng on hym al the gouernaunte. 
his ſcepter. his ſweozd.his purpute his dia» tyll Sttllicon out of the Pcervent, 
Cubiecte to Ymbzoſe what hym li to deme. to mete with him was down fro Nome lft, 
MObeyed all thyng and foz his great off fce | 
To holy churche to make recompence. — oper ds bg 
Be knew that god was his louerayne lozde Uh many a ſturdy pzeude ſouldiour, 
Co holy churche how he was bound Foz to fyght they choſe haue then place, 
* —— — — — — 
wholp on Chzilt his Empyze foz tofounde. Of Foztune;that 
redolld Stlcon he put — 


where bertue reineth,vertue wil ay 
Andfoz this pzince obeyed to all vertue, 
hath now his guerdon aboue WC hu Jeſu. Nhadagaſus and Ylerike of aſſent, 
concluded and full 


— — 
the name ol Rome to chaunge and deface. 


| Foz enermoze the towne to do a ſhame, 
membzedof antiquttee, rhetr purpoſe was as ye haue heard deuyſt, 
nthe Bible after Noes floude, Firſt ot al to the townes name, 
1 by diſſent of his tonnes Dempt themſelk able to that empaiſe. 
three, But Foztune thought al otherwyſe 

Of they; linage plapnely and then bloude, neee, 


han 


SADLCTETSEXY sarge SHUaOnMkaRA Stamm aasee = 


Booke. 


Whã ſhe to mf ſheweth freſheſt her viſage 


Her condictons be not al wa one. 
Stoundmele of cuſtome the can varye, 
Foz ſhe was fyꝛſt froward to Stillicon, 
And to Rhadagaſus ett ageyn contrary, 
In one poynt the liſt neuer tarye. 

to Khadagaſus her fauour dyd fayle, 
By Stillicon he vanquiſhed in battayle, 


All his pzide might not make hym ſpede. 
Foz Foztune liſt ſo fozhym oꝛdeine. 
that he was fayne at ſo ſtreite a nede, 

to flee foz ſuccour to an hye mountevne, 
Ot᷑ al vitaple naked and barrem, 
where foz hunger he felt ſo great griefe, 
nigh al his people dyed at miſchief, 


Of al ſaccour deſtitute and bareyn, 
Saw no remedy, toke hym to the flight, 
By the Romans he was fo cnerleyne, 

take at miſchief and mauger al his might, 
— — Yang 


to be dead his people as it is tolde, 
many one ſlain.ſome take,x ſome wer ſold, 


There was none pꝛouder noꝛ mote ſurque. 
kg — his — — 
this ſayd 1 
whech toke on him w Romans fo: to ſtrme 
power ſhozt was overturned bitue, 
Fo:tuneofmalice hadaluſt, 
to lep this tirant w hiiger and with thzuſt. 


I other pꝛoude pzinces all, | 

— . maner vayngloꝛp 

becauſe that men in countreis dpd hym cal, 

kyng of Gothes,but ſhozt is the memozy 

— ——ä— 
men 

the name ofttrantes is ſone put behynde, 


CThe xbit. Chapter, 


. — 


— whole death to Bochas thets' 
Y 6 * 


Fol. Clxxxix. 
rr e clymbyng vp hath oft an 
N —— 

109K 3 it is 


ode pn. 
to low degree to eſtate impetiall, 
bohan falfe ambicion the lavder doth oꝛdein 
By vſurpacion pꝛeſumpteouſly to atte yne, 
Aboue the ſkies with his head to pearſe, 
fro whence he come wer ſhame to teheatſe. 


J meane as thus, al ſuch haſty clymbyng, 
= —_ — liſt = —— to knowe - 

nd haue fozgeat Þ groũd ginning. 
by froward fame w wozldly windes blows 
to teiſe thep; name aboue Saqittartes bow 
Recozd of Rut me which pzoudly gi deſire, 
By falſe intruſton to occupye the Empy2e « 


The which Ruffine was wh chaͤderlein 
with Theodoſie and hold a manly knyght, 
pet in one thyng he was fowle ouerſepne, 
By couetiſe blinded in his ſight, | 
To ſpend his laboꝛ #had —— 2 
By the Emperour Yonoztius he was ſent, 
Foz togouerne all the Ozient, 
Bypzoceſſe Ruff ine was made bikere, 
Called after the var imperial, * 
Toke bpon dym wholy and entere 
e eee 

| 2 
Ind moſt able thus he dyd deine, : 
Befoze all other to weate a Diademe, 


Ok hymlelfe fo muche he dyd make, 
In pozt and the moſt ambictous, , 
It Conſtantinople vawarely he was take, 
Fyꝛſt bound in cheines x after ſerued thus. 
By true tudgement of 1 
His headſmet of and his right hõd in dede 
This was his ende nomoze of hym J rede. 


we Stillicon and other ot lpke - - 


Cc. Cpt. 


loʒe 


Wooke: 


Fol.Cre, 


Agayn Romayns whan that he gan rebell. There is no realme þ may land in luretit. 


¶ A gvod pꝛoceſſe why Rome was des 
(troyed : and koꝛ theſame, oꝛ lyke 
tcauſe, manp other realmes; 


¶ The.xrr.Chapter . 
22 miſchieues afoze here 


reheatſed, 
Some dꝛawe along and ſome ſhoztly 


tolde, | 

And how Foztune hath her whele reuerſed 
Bytragedies remembzed mantfolde, 
Tokoꝛe by Bochas of pzinces yong and old 
Into the exght boke rehearſed the pzoceſſe, 
Echeone almoſt ended in wzetchednefſe, 


Namely of them that did moſt deſpꝛe, 

Oy wꝛong tytle themſelf to magnitfye, 
haue lozdſhip and goucrne the empire, 

the Nate (mperial pꝛoudly to occuppe. 

Which eſfate pleynly to ſpeecfye, 

as ferre as Phebs doth in his ſphere ſhine, 

Among al lozdſhips is bzought vnto ruine. 


Fro myne autour me liſt not diſcowwe, 

To tell Þ groũd why Rome ts come to nou⸗ 
by an exadple J caſt me to reco2d, (ght 
what was chiefcauſe it it be wel ſought, 
By a ſtozy that came vnto the thought, 
Of John Bochas,which that ye Hal lere, 
Ful notabl y is te heatſed here. 


Phich exaumple and ſtozy rehearſing, 
HSertouſlye — — auctour, 
Ddoacer whylome a famous kyng, 
A kyngbyname and a great gouernour, 
But of his cõdicions a rauenous robbour, 
Out of whole court wer mercy and ptetie. 


Bantſhed foz euet withtrouth and equitte, 


—.— gion where merep is not vſed, 
dicouthoprelled's with tyꝛannp. 
and rightwiſenes by power is refuſed? 
Falſe extoꝛcion ſuppozteth robbery, 

and ſenſualitie can haue the marſtery* ' 
Iboue reaſon be tokens at a pztefe, 


Fyzme noz ſtable in very eriſtence, 

No continue in long pꝛoſpertitte, 

But ik the thzone of kingly excellence, 

be ſupported with tuſtice andclemence, 

In him chat ſhal as egal Judge ſtand, _ 
twene rich a poze W ſcepter #1wozd in hond 


I cleare exaumple this matter foz to groũd 
So as a fader that is naturall, 

Oz lite a moder which kindl y is bound, 

to foſtre their chuldzen in eſpeciall. 

Night ſo a king in hys eſtate royal, 
Should ok his office diltgently intend, 
His true lieges to cheriſh and defend, 


By good examples his ſubtectes to Flumine 


Fo? tempozal realmes ſhould as in figure, 


Reſeble the kingdom which that is dtuine, 
By lawe of God and lawe cke of nature, 
that Res publica long tyme may endure. 
Uopde ot dil coꝛʒd and falſe duplicitte, 

As one body long in pꝛoſperttte. 


Hother they: reygn noꝛ dominactori; _ 
Daue of themſelf none other aſſurance, 
The eſtate of kinges gan by permiſſion, 
Of Soddes grace, and ot his puruepaunce 
by verteous lyfe and mozal gouernaunce, 
Long to continue both in peace and werre, 
like thepz deſerte s, ⁊ puniſhe thẽ won they 
etre 
They ſhouſd be the mpzrour and the lyght. 
Tranſcend al other by vertuous excellence 
as ex aumplets ofcquitie and right. 
So by diſcrecfon of natural pzouidence, 


To tempꝛe they: rigour w mercy #clemfce 


What ſhal fall caſt afoze al thinges, 
As apperteyneth to punces and tokynges, 


Thynges paſſed to haue in remembzaunce 
Conſerue voylely 8 in pzeſence, 

Foz thynges to come afoze make o2dinaſice 
Folowe the traces of vertuous conttnence 
age yn all vyces to make reſiſtence, 

By the vertue ol magnant mitte, 

which is appꝛop ted to imperial maieſtie. 


which many a lõd haue bzought to milchtek Bꝛother to koꝛce auctours faye echeone, 


conſerueth the royal dignitie,  _ 
which conferueth the mg Julus⸗ 


An tuch a meane ſtable as any ſtore, Faiſe ambition, fro ward duplicitte, 
ot ouer glad foʒ no pꝛoſperitte. bath many a realme # many a lond fcloped, 


Hoꝛ ouet lad foz none aduerſitte. And den in cauſe why they han be deſtroyed 


Foz lyfe no2 death hys courage not remue, 
Co god and man to peld them that is due. 


Hieruſalem was om tranſmigrate, 
They: true — they — 


Geyn fleſhlyluſtes arme hiſeſt in fobzenes And Balthaſar was eke infoxtunate, 
Vorde al ſurtets and frowardglattony, Foꝛ he in Babilon folowed al dys delyte, 
Gredy appetites by meaſure to repzeſſe, Darye in Pceſc had but ſmal reſpyte. 
Out of his houſe auoyde al ribaudy: Sodepnly flapn and murdzed by treaſon, 


Kowners.ſatterers.*ſuth folke as ran lye theſame of Alexander whe he dzanke poy(65 
ware in his domes he be not parciall, 


to pooze doe almes,to verteous uberall. Dyſcozde in Crope grounded on couetile, 


whan by falſe treaſon ſold was 


n his array ſhew hem iyke a kyng, Nome and Chartage in theſame wile, 

rom other pꝛinces by a manet difference, Deſtroped wer foz ſhoꝛt concluſton, 
Sothat men Faaker hys betteous _ among themlelfe fo; theyz deuiſton. 
moze tha his clothing ferre frd his pzeſkce, Rekon other realmesþ been of latter date, 
And let him thinke in his aduertence, as ot deuiſtons in Fraunce þ fil but late. 
Truſt theton vetely cette pn, | 
as he gouerneth men wel repozt and feyne, All theſe defaultes cchearſed here bzteft 

. the roote and wayed in balaiice 

Let hym alſo foʒ hys great auaple, Chief occaſion to tell vy and by, 


Haue ſuch about hym to be (npzeſence, hath ben in pzmces þ haue had 
Notable punces to beof counſaplc, | Indſpercallpto put in remembzaunce, 
Such as tofkoze haue had experiente, koꝛ an example telleth as cometh to mind, 
twene good #euill to know the difference, Of Odoacer the ſtozy as J kfynd. 

And ſtxe thynges hateful of new and olde, 

to baniſh the out in hal from his houchold. Bozne tn Pꝛute and hardy of courage, 


It dys begynnuing hymſelft 
Fyiſt them that loue to lyue in ydlenes, —— marent — 
— as nother loue god ne dzede, Hauing no tytle but thefte and robbzye, 
ouetous people that pooꝛe folke oppꝛe ſſe, 


bys t õqueſt gan nought o? blood x auncetry 
and them alſo that doe al thyng foz mede, @Gadzed people ofſund:y regions, 


and ſrmulation clad in a double wede. Entred Jrayle with many nacions. 
As ſuch as can foz the auauntages, 
Out of one hoode ſhew two vilage s. with His fonldfours kyꝛſt he gan aTayle, 


Let him alſo boyde out at hys gat I tayle 

0 k, Pp , 

Nyotous people that loue to watch al night Met in dis paſſage with — | 
andthem alſo that vſe to dzinke late, Called Hozeſtes in tele armed bzcght, 
Lye long abed tyl theyz diner be dyghte, The field was take and put in teopardye, 
ſuch as liſt not here of god to daue a ſight Hozeſtes ſted fo; ſuccour to Pauye, 

| — — — pate ; Strepght delkieged and the towne wonne 

0 . , 

Nb Found foz the time none other cheuſſaunce 


Foz which defaultes rehearſed here toom ne The next moꝛowe at ryſyng ofthe ſunne, 
Not onely Rome but many great cuntree, Bound in che pnes tencreaſe his grieuatice 
Path be deſtroyed # manye kingdom loꝛne. Sent to a Cette that called was Placeuct. 
In olde Chꝛonicles as men map ce de a ſee Ageyn whom Ddoacer was ſo fel, 108 


— mmm bes ACC — 


ernennen 


Se eee GM. ca .TD.czc Av 


Let him be ſlaine by cdgement ful cruell. 


After whoſe death by ſodeine violence, 
Odoacer is paſſed thzough Jtayle, 
Eatred Rome found no reſiſtence. 
Foz there was none to peue hem batayle, 
zeno the Emperour durſt him not aſſaple, 
Ho that by fozce and rauinous werting 
Ot al Itatle he was crovned hing. 


al Rome under ſubieceion, 
D 

gi werde age in him in hope it ſhould auaile 
— of — bys — JIN 
To Theodozik that was of Gothes king, 


S0 f Theodoztk in hope to haue bictozye, 
Ageine Odoacer gan make teſiſtence. 
And hys name to put in memozye, 


and to Kaucnne he is deſcended doun. 
But maugre bim he was taken in the toan 
By Theodoztk let ech tiraunt take hede, 
Oroacer commaunded to be dede. 


Myne auctour Bochas of entencion, 

fo; the time as came to rememdzaunce, 
Toward Romains maketh a digreſſion, 
Co them recozding the great batiaunce 
the vnware chaunges.the gery toũtenance 
Of Foztunes falſe tranſmutacion, 

Theſe ſame wozdes reherſing to the toun 


Boote: 


Fol. Cxti. 
to mind 


emembꝛe O Rome x cal 


R 


which like a Sun al p wozld did 
— — = (chine 


From Eaſt to weſt thy loꝛdſhip did atteine, 
Iboue al powers moſt excellente and rota 
But nowe fro Kome doun into Ylmatn, 
Theſtate tranſlated which ts ympertall, 
Name oof thy ſenatours name in eſpectall, 
The golden letters derked and diffaced, 
and from remembzaunce almoſt out caced- 


Citie of Cities whilom moſt 8. 
and moſt freſhly floured in chiualcie, | 
to which p Aiptes + motiteins moſt famous 
were lowly ſudie tte of al Lumbarvy, | 
Til that deſcozd,deuſton and enuye, 


Coke vpon hym by knghtly excellence, Among your ſelf hath clipſed (3 
For the Romatus to ſtande in defence, by falſe ſerpft bzought in —— 
Met him pꝛoudly with hys chmalree 
beſide armmer that called was Sourye, Kinges princes were to thee tributarye, 
1 DATES — ä — —— 
Mich their batayles togedze ep mong your ye began to varye 
Beſide Aquileia that ſtandeth in L dbardy, — engha ſubie et to pou ſtode 
with round ſpeares a ſharpe ſwoꝛdes whet Cyll ye gan ſhewe two fates in one hoode. 
Odoacer foz al histirannye what folowed after*foziune hach ſo prouded 
was put to ligt, diſ cont᷑ited hys partye, Pe came to nought whan ye gi be deuideo 
Ind Foztune thanſ ci beſt chaunge a vary 
It vnſet houre was to htm contrarye, Unpurueyedof pxident Senatours 
Thy marchaundiſe turned to pouertie, 
Hym a hys power þ Romayns haue defted of knighode naked, bateme of ſouldiours, 
He bzent their vines and townes enuiron, Diſconſolate ſtant al the comontte, 
Be tauſe the entre was to hym dented, Toures walles bzoke of the Cite, 


That whilom were a paradiſe of delife, 
Howe al the word bath the but in delpite. 


Cauſe to conclude of al thy wzetchevneſſe, 

Falſe ambition pʒide and Lecherte, 

Diuiſton, malicious. double ne ſſe, 

Rancoure,hatered,couettſe.andenuy, 

which ſet aſide al good polucie, 

n bzief rehearſed foz ſhozt concluſtor, 

be chief ground of thy deſtruectons = 
XL1.t. (Dod 


The eyght 
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THowe Traſi 
Bulange ohe Bulgartenower - and eke 
bꝛough t vnto ſubteccton,and 


Tributort — Theſe chiges to rede whan 
evo cally Theopu Sawe fo r 
— — — —— 
whom is made none other mencton, 


The. xxi. Chapter. Sane dy a ſodepn conturacion, 
maden miſcheues told He murdzed was being ynnocent, 
Among bes knightes which ſloughbymof 
Cane Craſiia king of Geptdots, (aTent 
with other twee as made is mencion, Than tofoze Bochas to ſhewe hys meſice 
— — — there came one that called was Leon 
with Philitheus ram which a title by no diolence, 
Althele thze bark foptolepn. But made hys clayme —— 
Came at ones to Bochas tofompleyne, alter vys father,and 
— — WW 
Thetr realmes ſtũding toward Septftris Being Emperour bare the ſame name. 


and to remembꝛe of the firſt t weine. 
Were bzought at once bntoſubceccion, Chys vonger Leon ageyn al truth # right 
By Theodoztk that dyd hys buſy peyne, By tranny (as made is mencion.) 
them to conquere, and pzoudly didozdepne, thzough cruel 3eno was an hardy knight, 
— — nu Was put out of hys poſſeſſion, 
Agen Komains noz take no quarell, Conſtrapned to liue in religion. 

But to what oꝛdꝛe that he dyd wend. 
To Cheodoꝛſ they were made tributarye, I find not but there he made hys ende. 
Moſt wꝛetche diy bound in ſeruage, 


Neuer lo hardy after foz to vary, Howe Semachas and Boettus hys 
In payne ofventh During al ebrrage, 2 in lawe were baniched, aud 
of ſeruitude loe here the after tudged to dye. 


rpluſage, 
Ok al wzetches moſt wzetched they be fofid, 
That they to thzaldome condremedbeand 


Creaſoure of — — 
Is vertuous fredome with large libertte, 
— . goodes it may not be bought. 


ce. xxiu. S hapter 
— 
VI Toward ess wennn 


On 


Fo; common pzofite he was vnto the tout? 


In matters that were of 
To wn _—_ - -——= 
e es e 
to pete 12 — oppreſſed many a wight, 
G — | By exaccions and pillages gonne of new, 
which by Foztunes — — Upon the — ſe and eke vntrer 


Loſt hys kingdome by cruel ſentence, Whan 


Am AY aka ca am ocomAo .. 
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| Boone. 
whan Theoboſike of 'Gothes ſozd i kyng. Fraũte about him 
——ů— —— 


brother, - 
Opilio and Gaude ntius was that other. 
C ion ythyys matter to declare, London hath 
rome Boring — Bachus at 
Foz lyte no; death he liſt not fo; to ſpare, moꝛteter with kruites habodideth at the full 
towithltande of tyzantes the ſentence, Hertoꝛd with bealtes,Cotfwolde with wall 
Kyng Theodozke of cruei violence. | _ — 
Bantſhed htm by hate tul eyzannye, hath hote dathe s doleſd foz medterne 


He and his fader to abyde in Paupe. 
Afterward Theodozſke of hatrede, 


ozke mighty timber f auauntage 
oznwail Sinto 269 


Sal | tage. 
1 pke a falſe tyzant ot᷑ malice and enufße. Wheate meale i bon ple ntte fo; 
Gaue tudgement 


that doth two wer dend. 


But touching Boettus as bookes ſpectky, 
mote dyuers bookes of phdoſophie, 
Ok the Trinitte matters that were diuine, 
Wartredfoz Chzſt and called Seuerne. K bf 
COf Arthur ot great Batten. now Foz ſickeneſſes many moe then one. 

called d:and ofhis coqueſtes, of which wil dil eure anone, 

and howe he was deſtroyed by his f tt be dzunke(though it be ſecree) 
coſta Moꝛdzede. Df mapdenhed the bzoken chaſttter. 


CThe.xxit.Chapter, {here deen ebe pearſesf; 


Socher be bel har bau moſt Hennef 
ue 5 
Wi hil elt alfure Ind as the booke of Buatas fo tefle 
Of Foztune p fauour to reſtreyne, 
Like his deſyze his grace torecure 


e. 0 - 
to abyde ſtable and ſtond at certeyn? hys royall kynrede, 
Among al other rekon Arthur of Butt ſee in Bzutus he may reve, - . 
ery tn his tyme was hold ok exery unh. MM — 


ence and the beſt knight. kader called Ute gort, 
the vopſeſt p; knight go 7 CEN * 
To whom Bochas gan hys ſtyle dꝛeſſe, Of falle enuie murdzed by popſon, * |] 
| inder blyue, His ſonne Itthur but tender of age | 
—— — — 
crouned anon 7 1 
Called of Encope the moũ famous knight; ' 
Bꝛitteyn and ot that cuntrey, | 
which is incloſed with a large fee. pram — manlyok diſpeute, | 
Merrour of liberalitce, | 
etfarre weſtward as ye ſhal vnderſtond Hardy,ftrong.and of a great pʒoumence. 
ſet in the oppoſite, And of his knmghfly z 
Oka ſmal angle called Englond, He dzoue Haxons out of his countree, 
LI. ui. Conque# 


den T of big mighty hon 
and Sotlande. 


Seton 
e 


| mꝛouqht by counſayle 6 by the ozdtnaunce 
| —— — ov Sap — 
— 


8 


99 
Shone by —— t as doth the midday line, 
To kames the te noun is vpzunine, 
Statutes ſet bp berteous ozdenaunce, 
nn SIRNNIE 


Ay to be armed in fozged bught. 

ee dren eee. 
Sede auenture and their tyme ſpend, 
rightfal quarel to ſuſteine and defende, 


The febler partie if he had tight. 
Co the yz power manly to ſuppoꝛt, 
that they wer requiredof ane 
2 to beare * and t 
At = tymes men mapot them repozt, 

o maner wyſe they doe no vpolence, 
agem tyzites make reſiſtẽce 


nt. 


Ready euer to make the miri ſtrong. 
Bather to dye than ſuffer th? haue dong. 


For common rofit agthoſenthamplons, Pr, 
Re publica defending then rantrey, 
Ohe u. — —— 


Re leue al them that ſuffer aduerſitie. 
Religious folke haue them in reuerente, 
Pulgrtmes receme þ kaple of their dupenct 


Theeyghe 


- To put themleif neuer in auenture, 


2 eee Ind 


» theſe famous knightes 
boud, It bigh feaſtes euerych toke hes ſeate, 


Faris $4 ——— — 
Bury ſouldiours that tape ſepultute, 
arms rea per 

thep2 torecure 


—— 
t that Cendure, 
ca manly ſpent they; blud 


aa — 


But foz matters that were duſt and true, 


Co pꝛoce de 
As tight requered,thetr quatel to dartexue. 


A tierte there was to chzonicle they; dedes 
By purſeuantes made to him repoꝛt. 

Ol the p explotte and their good ſpedes, 
Rao and ſong to folke gaue great comfoze. 
making their reſozh 


Lede to they; eſtate as was to them mete. 


One was voyde called the ſee perilous, 

Is Seyn Steal doth plepnly detrmine, 

— ——— 

ene ln ee eee. 

Be alone as chicfe and ſouete ne, 

All auentures ot Wales and Buttepue. 
re noumed and famous, 


al kinges 
Is a ſunne — — 
So ſtode Irthur notable and gloziou 


That wedowes # matdfs ſuffer no damage Ipke freſh hebus caſting 

By talſe oppzeſſion and hatefull crueltte, —— aaa den: 
mt a 
Called among rhztT king moſt honozable, 


court he did ſo ozdepne, 
eth cuͤtrey ſo kerre ſpzadout p light 
euer came thyder to compleine 
— 2 mo 
2 aligned finally to entend, 

By marctal dome hts quarel to defende. 


it fel ſo that any ſtraunge 


Hough ten 3 rower cams eter 
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do armes his requeſt made of right, —Tmpertal court al wzonges to repzeſſe,- 
— — WETTE Hedſpꝛyng of honour of lacges chief ſiſtre· 
was accepted to the court came nette. mpzrour of manhod, of Te p lantetu⸗ 
Like as he came wth many q alone, | 
they wer deltuered fozſake was neuer one, . —— teiratiice 
| o anon not ſomers day in the midday ſphere,” 
So kreſhiy ſhine bat ſome ſkyes dom, 
77 
And kalſely ſmylethj in her double wede, 
Folke ſeyn expert than is (he moſt to debe. 
And pdleues in 
Of al vertues clipſeth the cleare ſunne. Thus whan the name of this wozthy dung 


was fertheſt ſpꝛad by report of memozp, 
eueryrcealme bis nobleſſe moſt 
hes empzſſes concluding on victozye, 


ny(edowes — foike alſo, 
exto:t v2onges wought bytyzanny, 
In that court what nacton came-therro, this double Goddeſle enuped at his glozye, 
Receiwed were there liſt no man denye, aͤnd caſt meanes by ſome maner treyne, 


remedy to clipſe the leght of knighthod in Bꝛitteyn. 
Made no delay,but furth anon 5 
them to luppoꝛt aſſigned was a knyght. =@Thus whyle Arthur ſtode moſt honozable, 


In his etate in dis age, 
Eke by theyꝛ oꝛder they boũd wer of trouth Among his knightes of the roundtable, 
By aſſurance and bp oth yſwozne, Hyeſt ofpztnces on Foztunes tage, 


In their empaſes and let foz no ſouth, 
pleynly to tel how they haue them bozne. 
Then auenture of thynges done befozne, 
Right as it fil ſpare in no manere, 

to tel ech thing vnto the Kegiltrere, 


Thing openly done oꝛ thing that was ſerre 

of auentures as bet we ne tweyne, ught Pacps obey 

oz any quatell take of volunte, Tode ch to grace, and with his ozdenaſice, 

true ly re poꝛt and plat ly not to feyne. Sate al Jungoy, Angous, and Gaſcopne, 

them to be woꝛne the ſtatute did oꝛdepne . Poytowe, Nauerne,Barry.and Burgopus. 

Not conceled of woz(hip not of ſhame, | 
Ceaſednot but dyd his buſy peyne, 


tobe regiſtred repoꝛt the ſeife ſame. 

Moſt line a knight held furth his paTage 
Ind to conclude the ſtatute hath bs lerevy, Gate al the landof Poyters and Touraons 
Eueryquarel grounded on honeſtte, Then Cittes polde to him they did homags 
n that court what knight was required, Co be tebeis they found none auauntage. 

the defence of trouth and equitce, Socurnedtn Fraũte as ſeitij $ Czontclers 

alſhed excluded and duplicttie, Helde polſeſſion the ſpace of nine pete. 
Shal aybe ready to ſuſtene thatparty, 

Held a feaſt ful folemne at Parys, 


His lils, dis body to put in ieopatdy. Althe 9 whith he cate wn 

Thus in Bꝛitteyn ſhone the cleare light, - Lyke a punee ful pzudent and voyſe, 
Too repeat 
well of wozlhp,condute of al noble ſle, Foz his pztnces aud Barons mM 


taking their of Ceſar Julius. 


hym 
froward 4 outragious, | 


Theeyght 


Lykothey: deſertes them deuyded. Cuſtomed of olde ſith gone manp a daye, 
Lybodhey e 14 daran | $1 45 whan that Ceafar 
To his Seneſtal that called was Kay, the 
Fungoyne # Mayne he gaue all the patty, 
to dis butler was made no delay, *:.. © 
Call Nozmandp, | | The pzoud Bzitons of eruel haſty blood, 
..-1...._ + vauldhanetheflapn cuen there they ſtade. 
Bn bn hp of Bargoyuenerydels Nay quodYrthur to a dis officers, 
45 ESD within our court they ſhal haue no damage 
S 
re Was expedient, nd mi * 
ame be reſeruedn his ownehond;, © Let mant themchere with a glad viſage, 


of entent, Toke his counſel of ſuch as wer moſt wyſe, 


ned 
Agepu to Batttayn — 


Sent out great parliament, wich thys aunſwerte ſayd in curteys wyle. 

2 
ue take on 

196 — To peue aunt were —  ſhoxt ſpace 

dy woozd dw ting pe greatly me manatce. 

Howe pe putpoſe with many bataple 

Ready to obey Arthur in Pale the mountayns me tei ly foz taſſayie, 


Pꝛeſent alſo as it was wel ſene, 

there wer of Carles rekoned full thyztene, — cer en neg 
Bzttons of none olde truage, 

Df coming down your way ſhal abzidge. 

with goddes grace ſhozt your paſſage, 

Make 

paſſe | 

to mete Komayns at they; down comyng, 


Chis was p aũſ wet poue toþ meſſengers, 
— —— — 
The king bade ſo 


And it fu ſo whie that king Arthar, vnto hys officers. 
as apperteyned ſate in his eſtate, to Rome anon they gan them dꝛeſſe 
labour playnly repoztyng the plenteous largeſſe, 
Ok woꝛthy Arthur. conſidꝛed al thynges, 


Of chziſtendome he paſſed al other kinges, 


Arthurs court was the ſours and well, 
Of marcial pzowelle to Lucas they tolde, 
it due, And how that de al other did excell, 
what it mẽt Jn chwalry,vath whom there wer withold, 
did ſalae, The 


al : , 

— can 
caft him not to truage, 

4 how he held no lond: 
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which to defend he well make his patlage, 
Of pour s to bzeake a two the bode, 
xt pd op — 1 Cyte 

e 
Fein þ Byetona — 


With al p kingdoms ſublect to Rome toun 

Kenges pꝛinces abone the hye mountacues 

with Lucius they be deſcended doun, 

To mete Buttons vpon the large playnes, 
phe diſdaynes, 

p to diſcriue, 


rs 
Net eas 
In multitude of people ſuch fyue. 


At Irthur tobe the lee, 
with al bys s of the round table, 
Behind he left to gouerne the countre, 

hys coſen Moꝛdꝛede bnttuſty and vnſtable 
and at a pzicf falſe and deccmiable. 

Co whom Yrthur oftruſt tote al hys ond, 
p crowne except whtch he kept in his bond. 


Fro Houthhampton Arthur gan to ſaple, 
with al the wozthy loꝛde s of Baiteine, 
At Hat tiue fond attuaple, 

he and his pztnceſſe their pa did oz dein 
though . — Ftaũce, ⁊ e 
Up to a Cite called Zuguſtence, 


Burgon 
where he firſt fond of Lucius the pꝛeſence. 


So large a field noꝛ ſuch a multitude. 
Of men ok armes aſſembled in apleine, 
Upon a dap ſhoxtly to conclude, 
Together aſſembled afoze was neuet ſeyn, 
Lucius had on hys partye certetne 
Eſtwardthe wozlo al the chiualrte, 
Bzought by Rare r Ger⸗ 
manp 
Their wardes ſet in ech a great batayle, 
with their capteines to gouerne and gupe, 
Arthur w Butons the Romains did alla 
Fond many Sataſins vpon that partye, 
The Bꝛeton Gaufride doth ple ynly ſpecifie 
Is he of Arthur the pꝛowes doth de 


he ſlough ß day of Sarazins kinges fiue. 


The great ſlaughter the effuſcon of bloode 
There was that dap on outher ſide, 

Ech agen other ſo furious was and woode 
Like foz the field as Foztune ſt piouube. 


That if I ſhould long theron abide, 
to mute the death the er,x p manete 
Touching the field wer tedtous foz to here 


Co conckide and lene the ſurpluſage, 
In that bataile dead was many a 

the conſul Lucius ſlatne in that rage, 
— fo:ce put ta flight 


gentlenes Arthur anon , 
Let the bodyol L-aeaas to be cored N 
Igetn to Nome it was no lenger taried. 


— — wert ded 
Lade a king lolemnely toke hede, | 
that they were buried 

Dr call — 170 bebe peyue 
totake from him the kingdome of Bzitens 


So as the ſto pleinly matze th minde 
Moꝛdꝛede falſly to hys auauntage, 
Entreatyd them that were left behind, 
Under coloure of fraudolent language, 
gaue t kredde # the y did htm hoinage 
That kalle couſpirac ion, 

bzought al Bzttetn into rebellion, 


By faire beheſtes and many keendly ſigne, 
Dzough the people to hym in ſunt zy wiſe, 
Shewed him outwarde good{y a bentgne, 
Gaue liberties and many great fraunchiſt 
to make Bzitds ther ſoucretn lozd defpiſe, 
And puruepaunce he gan ozdeine blue, 

To kepe the poztes he ſhould not arme. 


han king Arthur had knoledging, 
of thys falſe treaſon,and al the puruetance 
That Moꝛdꝛede made, he ltke a manly 
Left and al the land of Frauncẽ 
Caſton dzede koꝛ to doe vengeaunce, 
toke the ſea, and with great apparatie, 
Caſt at Sandwitch to make hys arriuaſle, 
Moꝛdꝛede was ready w * —.— 
made a ſtrong field to mete him on þ pic int 
In purpoſe fully Arthur to encoumbze, 
at which artiuayle (latne was Gawetne, 
Colin to Arthut a noble knight certeme. 
Eke Agniſel was ſlaine ou * 
C 


Fol. Cxtiſii. 
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King of Scottes oz he might come to land 
Maugre Mozdzeve Arthur did artue, 

the ground recured like a manly knight, 
£4 care of whom anon after bliue, 

The ſapd Moꝛdꝛede toke hym to the flight, 
Toward London tone hys way tight, 
The gate ſhet and kept was the Cite, 
agetn Mozdzede he might haue none entre 


In al haſt to Comwatle he fled, 

the ſweozdof Arthur he durſt not abide, 
Leſthe ſhould lay his lyte to wed. 

Pet foꝛ him ſelt᷑ thus he gan pꝛouide, 
with multitude gadzed on hys ſide, . 
Pur life and death that day on auenture, 
{That day to dye oz the fteld recure, 


In Foztune there may be no certeine. 
Upon whole whele al bzotlenes is founded 
Moꝛdꝛede that day in the field was ſlayne, 
And noble Arthur to Þ death was wounded 
by ß which p field of Bzetbs was cdfotided 
Ok ſo great ſlaughter # good knightes loꝛn 
Upon a day men haue not ſene befozn. 


After the bataile Arthur fo: a while, 

Co ſtaunch his woũde s. hurtes to recure 
Boyne in a littet, came into an Ile, 
1 
Is re re 
Howe king Irthur floure of chmaltie, 

Fet with his knightes and liueth in fapzie. 


Thus of Bzetayn tranſlated was p ſonne, 
Up to the rich ſterrybztght dongeon, 
Aſtronomers wel rehearſe konne, 
Called Arthurs conſtellacton, 

where he let crouned in the heuenl y mict$ 
Imidthe paleys ofſtones 


line, 
Cold among Chztſt? firſtof Þ wozthy nine, 


Thys errour abideth yet Battons, 
which founded is vpon the p , 
Ofcld Marlen like their 
He as a king is crouned in farie, 
with ſrepter # ſweozd and with hys regaly 
Shal reſozt as loꝛd and ſouexraigne. 

Out of fayzte and reigne in Bʒitame. 


| e the round table, 
By p2opheſie'Merlen ſet the date, 
Among puuces, king incomparable 

9 to Carlton to tranſlate, 


Ind repayze 


4 — — bys face, 
pitaphie rec certepne, 
Here leeth king Arthur þ ſhal reigne agein 


Unto Bochas J will ageine retourne, 
afoze reherſed parcell of his pʒoweſſe, 
Theron to abyde me liſt nomoze ſoiourne, 
But to remembze the great vakindneſſe, 
the conſpiracion,rhe treaſon,the falſeneſſe 
done to king Arthut by his coſf ABozdzep 
Wake a Lenuoy that men al map it rede. 


CLenuoye. 


Dys tragedy of Arthur here folowtng, 
TR al beware of falſe treaſon, 
Foz in al earth ts none ſo perclousthinge, 
as truſt of fayth where is decepcion, 

Hyd vnder curteyn of falſe colluſion, 

foz which mẽ ſhould J hold p coliſad good 
Beware afozne euer of vnkind blood, 


The wozld ts diuers foztune aye chaſiging 

In every countre and euery region, 

At a ſtrayte fe we frendes 

abſence cauſeth diſcentiou. 

— — 
pe ſhe we two faces in an 

Let men beware euet of bukind blood. 


Who was moze hardy of pꝛinces here reig: 
Oz moze famous of maccial renoun (ning 
than whilom was hys enmtes ontraying, 
Arthur chief ſonne of Bzutus Adyon⸗ 
But fo2 al that the diſpoſicion. 

Ok kate and Foztune moſt furious # wood, 
Cauſed hys deſtruccion by Vakind blood. 


(wing 
what is moze cotrartous to nature in ſhe⸗ 
than fapꝛe pzetence double of entencton, 
Great alliaunces frowardly werking, 
Hd bader floures a ſerpent caſt popſon, 
Baight ſiluer ſcaled damageth the Dzagon 
ech woꝛme ſom party tarrageth ot his bzode 
And what moze perilous th vnbind biood 


enen eee men ww. a a 
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Noble pztnces on Arthur remembꝛyng. 
Deme the day of Phe bus gotng down, 
As not gold that is clere ſhyning, 
—— in ward — | 

e bndermynyng and ſupplantacion. 
Kemembzyng aye with Arthur how it ſtode 
By couſpitacion of vnkynd bloode, 


An exclamacion of Bochas ageyn 
C py rerun 


# 


(F< {4 Bochas maketh here an ex⸗ 
R>= clamacion, 


bpon Moꝛdꝛt de. which  hys ozdindunces 
Cauſed of Arthur final deſtruecion, 
theſame eclipſing of Bzutus Ylvcon, 

nding playnly to deſcryue, 
truſted him about al men alpue. 


It is a meruayle and vncouth to deuyſe, 
Þy what ton 02 by what courage, 
That a man ſhould tn arty maner wyſe, 
Be found bnkynd vnto his linage, 
Hateful to God that in any age, 

Blood agtyn blood bozne of one kinrede, 
Conſpire ſhould of malice 03 hatte de. 


In this matter it wer but bepn to tary, 
The ſtozy knowe of Jrthur and Moꝛdꝛede 
By blood allyed in werking moſt contrary. 
which niade many Buton knegyt to blede. 
Foz by bſurpyng conſptring aud{allheve, 
The ſayd Pozdzede moſt tnfoztunate, 
Cauſed al Bzittayn to ſlond deſolar: , 


Feiſt dyſſolate by abſence of they: kyng. 
Called in his txnie of kynges moſt notable 
The de ſolacion of knightes abyding, 
\whplonie in Buttapn famous * Honozable, 
$1 — $ falſe — abt 
e fo:fwom kn 
Stode long eclipſed a derked of his light. 


Butte yn 
of nobleſſe that al 
ae eee ee 


The monar chie departed was on tweyn. 
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Wooke? 


Fol. Crtb. 
That ſtode firſt on W hys marceal cremes, 
But afterveardÞ bzeghtnes of hes beames 
D2ough to declyne by faiſe duiſſoon. 
no hich hath deſtroped ful many a cegton. 


Al Te vpon duplicitte, _ 
Ce pe tha: @ dudeck 
dewe welfare and alpzoſperttie: | 
Where peace and conto}de de left behynde. 
(Trees may not thztue departed from p rind 
I plain exaumple in Arthut and Moꝛdzede 
who can concepue and liſt the oy rede. 


¶ Ot eumerus king of the Nanda · 
lops.and of tinet other kynges, 
and how they wer deſtroyed; 


— 


re came tofoze him foure mighty kings 
27nd Grier king ef rhe region, 

E 
ted Uandalis.en werres ful contrayze, 
Unto a pꝛynce called Belliſapze, 


Ind to thys ſayd noble Belliſarye, 

Full rencumed that tyme in chtualrye, 

The kyng of Gothes was alſo aduerſary, 

And both at once of hattede and enupe, 

— — — hold 1 0 b 
yn Be ,which thzough pe Tee 

Toke them both and caſt them in pzieſon, 


There is no moze of them ih Bochas fold, 
But after them in ozder by 
Came Attila with many bluddy wound, 
which in hys time was of Bawzes kyng. 
———ů—ů : 

John Saquin gi werrey agetn right. 
dohiche thzough al J was one the 


* (knight 
The ſayb John armed in plate and mapie, 
Met Attila tn Ack rike on a ſond, 

rh edn Lr 
Dzoue al hys people pzoudiy — 


TheeyQht 


And tn mybooke there is none other mynd 
tube remembꝛed of hun that J canfynd. 8 


Thon Sindual of Brentois loꝛd and king 
Tokoꝛe Bochas put hym ſelfe in pꝛees, 
Gan ſhew his miſcheefe pieteouſly wepyng 
— — — _ rechles, 
Ageyn a pꝛyute pcalle 

A — night ferte, hardy a ryght ſtrõg 
in his defence whan mf would do him wꝛõg 


* ; * 

This Narſesofcale oz auenture. 

Though he in dede was a manly knight, 
Hs fayledmembzesin ſooth of (ngendzure, 
His aduerfaryes echone he put to p fl. 
Toke the yz kyng * furthwith anon right, 
As the chzonecle playnly doth tecoꝛd, 

On hye galowes he henge htm with a coꝛde. 


Ok Narſes after this bictozy, 

Kyng Totila had ful great diſdeyne, 

with a great hoſt moſt pompous in his gloꝛp 
Came vpon him and met him in a pley ne, 
with multitude though he wer ouerlepne, 
Kyng Totila which many man beheld, 
Of Narſes was ſlayn in the field, 


In oꝛder next Bochas doth lo wzpte, 

Ok Gepidoys how kyng Turiſounde, 
Required hym that he would endite, 

the great aduerſities in which he did haboũd 
And ok his ercalledKoſimond, - 
The vnhappy to marken # deſcriue, 
To whom Foztune was contrary al her liue 


Alboynus kyng of Lumbaryy, 

_ — — held in — 
nquered Beeme and , 

The londof Gepedops a woozthy recon: 

Faught with they: kyng as made is menctd 

Slcugh in battayle the ſayde Turcſounde, 

wedded after hys daughter Koſymounde, 


Myne autour gretly edmendeth her beaute 
and wyteth allo ſhe was but pong of age, 
whole ſtozy fy2t whan J dydlee, 

Howe vngracyous alſo was her martage, 
J gan were pale in 7 

Greatly aſtonyed confuſe of very ſhame, 


Co arte the don in hynd ng or hex name 


J will fozbeare and bie ſt y paſſe here, 
The ſurpluſage lightly ogerpaſſe, 

Fo2 by and by to tell all the manere, 

Ot felonyes that dpd her heart embꝛate. 
It ſhould blot thys booke andeke deface, 


Fo2 which J caſt truely and not faple, 


touching her ſtoꝛy to make rehearſaple, 
Chow Albopnus ol the Lumbardes 
was murdzed es wyke: and howe 
ſhe afterward be ng molt vicious 
was mardzed alſo, 
CThe.xxvei.Chapter, 
F F —— "_ as ye (hall 
nderſtond, 
Akter many conqueſt and victozy, 
which he had both in ſea andlond, 
To put hys name x#tryumphes in memozy, 
Let crye a feaſt to hys increaſe of gloꝛpe. 
At which feaſt ſolemne and pzencipal, 
So as he late in his eſtate ropal. 
arcel toꝛ pꝛyde parcel fo: gladnes, 
2 quene — ſayd Roſimound, 
— and — he — — — 
Sent a Gobelet of gold as it is found, 
Unto the quene with licour ful plealaunt, 
Bade to her father ſhe ſhould dzti ike a cat, 
She dempt it was a maner mock'?ry, 
Fyaſt her name and woz(hip to confound, 
tobydher dztnke a taunt fo: her partie, 
to het father, the ſayd Turiſounde., 
Slapyn afozne with many bloudy vꝛound. 
By Albomus thzough his vahappy chaice, 
Ok which rebuke ſhe caſt to doe ve ngeauce 
She bare the rancour ful long in her entẽt 
which dap by daygan renew andencreaſe, 
A certapn ſquyer ſhe made ot her aſſent, 
To accompliſh ſhe would neuer ceaſe. 
And on another ſquper ſhe gan pꝛees. 
Called Peredeus actoꝛded al in one, 
Thes falſe murder to execute anon. 
The day was let whyle he laye aſlepe, 
Fyll vpon hem with ſharpe ſwozdes yn 


_— cr ----- 
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| Ber Lo was flayne alas he tone 
Oz ye dyed ol foꝛtune he hath founde 
' ſperes head to a tronchon bounde, 
hem in that moztall rife, 
was by treaſon of his wyte. 


4'fter this murther to eſcape fro daunger, 
th —— — — 


retute 
— whole treaour. 


ſhe was wedded to Helmiges, = 
of this woꝛld ſtode moſt tn her grace, 
loue appalled ſet of him no pztce, * 


f 


g 2ouoſt of Rauenne and chief gouernoure, 
Jos the excellence of her great beautte, 

J boue al women loued her paramouce, 
han ſhe entred firſt that citte. 

3 adthzongh her fraude and dupltettie, 

4 dhe caſt murther in ber froward auife 

I er new huſbond called Helmiges. 


(che whote ſomer in luſty frech may, 
tie ſame Heimiges fo; heat and wearmnes, 
dumſeit to bathe went a certayn day, 
caught a great thyzlt of faintnes in ſothnes 
deepen — 

a et (cour great topton, 
gane him dzinke wine medled with poyſon. 


He dzanke bp half aud therwithal he gan, 
beſt and belly to ſwell and to ariſe, 
were de adi y pale and wan, 


—̃ — 


Boode. - 
no kepe de muͤde her dunde in the fame wiſe, 


Fol.Crevi; 


mauger der wyl ſhe might it not reſtreyne, 
Guerdoa foz murder they died both t we pri; 


In this Chapter but litle fructe  finde, 
Saue onelythis to put in reme nee, 
that men ſhould call agayn to mynde, 
Murther afoze god requiceth ay vengeaſlce 
Thes funerall weyedin balaunce, 


vozought by Heimiges copaſſed firlt a foũd 
By falſe treaſon _ Roſimonde, : 


Slough firſt her lozd Albotnus as J ſayde 
Tweine ofbexſquiers dd exerncion 

Out of his ſlepe whan he dyd abzayd, 
Let counterpeiſe what was her guerdon, 
Eche murdꝛed other by dztnkyng of pocſs, 
Helmiges dzank ftr(t,4 next dzak Roſimdd, 
At them it gan and to them it dyd rebound, 


Countetpeiſed one murther foz another, 
Alboinus ſlatn by Roſimonde his wife, 
by allent of Helmiges and after ech to other 
p pot parted there gan a fatal ſtrife (life 
2 murder thet bothe loſt they 
dſeth falſnes ful wel affirme J dare, 
Shall with falſenes be quit ozhe beware, 


As they departed ſuch part again they toke 


As mendeſerue ſuch (hal be their mede, 
— — — 


eight booke, 
of Roſunond # Helmiges wought in dede 
fo: ſhozt conciuſ ton biddeth men take hede 
—— retemie ſuch me aſouꝛ 
As thetmealure duto thetr neighbour, 


¶ The ende of the 
eygyt Booke. 


(4%) Sm.. 


* 


— 


vis buſxnes, 
fbzed gan his penne dꝛeſſe 


which thing 
the ninth boke ſo god would (fd him grace, 
Jt topertourme if he hadiyfe and ſpare, 
At the beginyng ſothly of his labour, 
— —— 
uricius the mightte Emperour 
Which compleined rehe the manere, 
How he by Phocas cruel of loke and ere, 


Deſtroyed was wyfe.chdzen,and kinrede, 
the ſlaughter couth who liſt the ſtozp rede. 


The laid 


Was by cas bzought to deſtruccion. 
Dis wile. chldzen\layne euerychone, 


At Calcebonie as 
The fayv Seen see, 
Gaue Pantheon to ſainet Gzegozye. , 


Dan, 
u 8 on | 
There thzcugh the wond of enery nactem, 


Mer of their goddes ſet bp great pmages 


Tocuery kyngdd derect wer thett viſages, 


i e. 


Euerich ymage had in his honde a bell, 
Is pettepneth to euer nation, 

which by craft ſome token ſhould tell, 
whan any kyngdom fyll en rebellion, | 

Oz gan maligne agayn Rome towne. 
which ts red;efle with ſtrong + mighty hbd, 
Sent apztnce tocyaſtiſe all that londe. 


The ſayd tempie buylded of lime and ſtone, 
Poſe Bonifare as bokes ſpecifpe, 
te it was kyꝛſt called pantheon, 
Set vy craſſes vpon eche partie, 
owed ft to Martirs and to Marye, 


aurice as wite Bochas John Fe gynnyng of Neuember, 


feall holdthe marttlege doth * 
u 


nete in his tyme 1 holde. 
anda Magician 
As booze s olde wel reyeacſe can. 

Borne in Irabia, but ot iowe kynrede, 
All his lyue woꝛchtyped ydols in deve, 


And whan that he grew into great age, 
Diſceruable in many ſondꝛp wyles, 

with Camels vled kyꝛſt carriage, 

Falſe and double ſubtill in his deutſes, 
Went to Egtpt fet marcharidiſes, 

To Jewes and chztſten ſondzy tymes ſent 
Leat ned the old and the new teſtament, 


As bokes old retoꝛde in that partie, 
This Machomet, this curſed falſe man, 
Out of Egipt faſt gan hym hie, 
Toward a countrev called Coziozan, 
With a Lady that highr 
T his ſubtill falſe daltaunte, 
By craft he fyll into her acquaintaunce. 


ht by his enchauntmentes, 
emeanes of Nigromanſie, 
Herenclinyng toward his ententes, 
Foz both he could flatter wel and lye, 
openly that he _ Meſſie. 

s abidyng vpon his commy 
at eſt pzophete 3 the 


1 Fdl. Crcvbii. 
e ſayd pray 2 — 
Is to a pꝛophete which that was diuine, 
from aboue as ſhe dyd 


aud fo: the Zungel ſhewed himſelf ſ 
To ſtond vpzyght he myght not — 


On his ſhoulder wer oft tymes ſeyn. 
han he to folke ſhewed his pꝛeſence, 
milhe white doues which that picked grein. 
Out ol his cares aſt᷑ yꝛmyng in ſentence, 
They tame bp grace of inkluence, 
Hyn to viſite to ſhe we and ſpecific, 

Ye was the Pꝛophete þ called was Meſſte. 


New lawes aiſohe dyd ozdayn, 

Shewed ſignes by falſe apparence, 
Like Moſes bymſelf he dyd kapne, 

Ip t ot moſt excellence, | 

And thereupon to ſhew an euidence, - 
Smal pottes with milke and hony bome, 
On a great Bull wer hanged on ech hozne. 


made the people yeue ert dulit te, 
Toi votre andſroward teachyng 
By the mertre of his ber wopkong. * 
And thus he was at his 1 
take of Sar; ins as ther gan to hym days, 
which by falſe errout bound to the his law, 


A clerkc of his called Sergias, 
Mzote his lawes and theſe miracles thee, 
firſt oftheſe doues how thet came to hi thus 
As hert tofozne reheatſed was by me 

how milke and hony wer token or gret plẽ̃t⸗ 
And of the bull afczc bycraft made tame, 
Bykaiſe deceitesto geat hymſcife a name. 


Ok Arabiens and Sarazins as 7 reve, 
Andok Turkes made pꝛince # goucrnour, 


Thus p people he bzought in great exrour with Jſmaelites + folke of ppccſe à Mede, 
Bp his teachyng and his falle doc ttine He gathzed people gan were a warriour, 


Sm. u. Aga vir 


The ninth 


Thus (ndarkenes waſted the 
thetr vers,theirlo 
Wer altogether o — 


2 
P2onoſtikes 38296 aduerſitie, 
— nature J — 2 
and extellent beautie. 


—— — — 
7 wagarape and clad tn purple vede, 
h a croune of gold Vpon myhede. 


Solemnely crouned e of Fraunce 
— — an reparze, | 
— — nee, 


: v 
S hav wee ale — 
chirdok of that name in Frafice crouned king 


- cauſed the death ol many creature, 

As diuers bookes repoz! in ſcripture, 
grounde and as made is meucion 

— lond of great diuiſtion. 


with his bꝛethen ol whom I ſpake late, 
Zeten began the fyꝛſt occaſion — 
Not! — 0d Bochas)pefacledof rer 


— — — 
Among themſelf I dare wel ſpectfie, 
the chick giunyng was rate ruall 


your owne pmaginacton, 
ae 1 8 — 
Pmong ene cw. 


Than Bʒunichilde gan tochaunge chere 
toBochas ſayd with face — 


me ſemeth nowthou kno welt cuerydeleg 
So that ye may without lenget ltrife, 


Gn 


—— Sit as Judge that knowethlo wel my ike, 


ban theſe bzethzen ſtode at diſcozy, 
Eche agayn other by moztall violence, 
Under a colour to treate of atome, 
with many — — 

Chil pertke there be 


whylom bzother to the kyng, 


— — 
Among the peat be 


bpmſelf auaunce, 

not ſo(quod — — 
Ot you — this vnhappy chatice 
that —— was murthzed in loothnes, 
One i by occaſion of pour doublenes, 


— — fangtonen 


pou wzought 

whan ye of kroward doublencs, 
Landuke the Carle of chaumpatn & of Bir 
Foz by your outrage and your great folye, 
the kyng was ſlaine and pe dyd aſſent, 

In a fozeſt an huntyng he went. 


—.— — in weppng. 
Bocas, Bochas thou doſt ſoze vndecmint 
All the ſurtetes done in my luyng. 


of Sigedert ß kyng 
ought(alas)by mine aſſent, 
How — — pꝛelentet 


Of thele debates and ot al the werre, 
CEE rehearſed here in vapne. 


Th(sFredegunde thou ſhalt 
KReght womauly and fayze of her biſage, 
Chulperme was whylom 
Foz her beautie tobe her tn mariage, 
By her traynes and her great outrage 


Though ye by language mak delẽte 
In ij muſe, 


haue again you loſt mp pactence, 
1 would pour ſel t excuſe, 
contrariouſlp your traynes ye abuſe, 


Clotapꝛe I haue ſo radparde, 
— dofSigebert no; of thee, 


remember ful wel that J haue rad, 
t Chilpertke(though ye therat diſdayn,) 
recozde of autours that pzudent be andſad, 
how he in trouth was gendzedof you twein 
which in his dying me liſt not loz to feine, 
left ſonnes two, the ſtoʒy pe may rede. 
Theobert and Theoderike to ſuctede. 


Booke. 


Fdl. Cxtix. 
dur ſelf enatmed to ſhew pour craeltt?, 

gainſt me touching the violence. 
Ok two ſi s rehearſed in ſentences. 


. Firſt how Theodertke his bzother ſlough in 
+ called Theobert a piteous thig to tede (dede 


: 


Himſelt᷑ after ſtrangled withpoyſon, '  _ 
His wefe, his childꝛen he we in pices ſmale, 
As ye( quod Bochas)make here mention, 
Some part is true but not all your tale, 
Foz I ſuppoſe ye (hould were pale, of 
Foz ſhame of thing which ye cannot excuſe 

whan Theode rike beginnety pou to accuſe, 


He put bpon pou the erime of falſe treaſon. 


1 


. yeſlough his wefe and childꝛen alſo, 


Bochas (@ ſhe) though p; turne bp ſo doun 

the ſaide Roztes rehearlzd here in dede, 
owing of malice thine owne opintoti. 

— t thy well fooꝛth J wil pzocede, 

3s J began take therto good hede, 

the firſt Theoderike thou (halt bnverſtand 

Colin Germain was to my hul bande. 


r — 
lioagd Theodert heh was dstyother, 
ned pms wy — Moꝛt concluſion, 
Ok Auſtriche re as lo de and " 
what euer thou ſaiſt this trouth # no leſig. 


8 
thts language of new that ye deuile, 
to a p2cef,concludeth vpon 

chat ſhould we lẽ ger this matter dꝛaw 
yaur ſelf wer cauſe where ye be loth oz fam 
By Theoderike that Theobert was ſlayn, 


The grounde hereof gan parcell ot enup, 
By pout frowarde bzennyng couetiſe, 
Whicy that ye had onely to occupte, 

to rule the lond after pour owne guiſe, 
And il J Qalplainly here deuiſe, 

ofthele miſchieucs rehearſedgod do boote, 
e wer pour [elf ground, chief et op,. toote. 


Quod Bꝛunichude, J conceiue wel and ſes 
pe foz pour partie haue left al reuerence, 


Re 
though þ Clotairc my ſũne be crouned kig. 


Fu my defautes foule and aby2minable, 


tokoze the 
I was fo2iudged and founde allo 
Ok euer crime conuiet by tudgement, 
Mine accuſours there being preſent, 

Ok one and other ondyng a great toute, 
marked weth kingets ol kolde þ ſtode about. 


Foz very ſhame J did mine eyen cloſe, 
fo: them þ gauted and caſt on me the: ſ 
But as folke may by tokens wel ſu 


mine tares wet not topped halt aryght, 


Himſelk alſo ye murdꝛed oy poyſon, 

J would wete what ye could ſaye hereto; 
Aas (quod ſhe)alas wha: ſhould J do. 
was neuer woman in hie noꝛ lowe eſtate, 
Al theng conlidzed moze intoztunate. 


Foztune of me ſet now but litle pꝛiſe, 

By het frowarde farious violence, 
Turneag her whele and viſage of malcee, 
Cauſethto me that no mi yeueth credente, 


Had in deſpite,vopve of al reuerence, 
Indthzough Fo:tunes mutab(litte, 
Sole and abiect and fall in pauertie. 


O Bochas John fo ſhoz? concluſion, 
thou maiſt agapn ine thy tte now auaunee, 
I haue deſerued to haue punicton. | 
and al the pꝛintes 4 barons now in Fratice, 
Crie aut on me and aſhe a 


vengeaunce, 
is none no2 cecure in this t 


dges of al the parlament, 


Taber 


tragedy of Buunithve the quent. 
ebe deen ye taps, 


rom her traynes there could 
25 ns — 


— —— 
ol — 


Beuren angelt , not lun 

great outrages — 
H 
All of aſent cryed — : 
ay — 2 — 
By herfalſenes dode at deuten. 


The knife ot murther 
— —— — 


courage fret 


CBochas 
— 


wuteth thus, 


Ho very grou 


ned ndes merueſſous rehearf 
—.— of reaſon ſhould be, ak, 
—— makre and froward crueltie 
her dyn and ſet at diſtaunee, 
Pyr dann al the realme of Fraunce, 


Bochas dempt it was not credible, 
== . — 
I e ſo beuimous and terrible 
—— be bo 
8 Cde ſtoʒy ſuſpect held it but a fable, 
nely except that (he dyd hem excite, 
Vt great — — 


Her crye on Bochas empoztune, 
— — 


with her vnhappy chaunges ol Fortune 
Der diſclaunde — 
with her defamer Le repegted im coumtreys 
in 

— — che — — 


That mine autour with ſolemne 
Keene Qoudder ene, 


— pere s allo to compyle, 
medled wil er dayes that — 
furious, 


— — 
wherof encombzed foz very wearines, 
Tera Heraetus he gan io pbne hl 


"rrp nnne dohons ones ng 
nes vucurale ,and fo dyed: 
andof others, 


CThe.v.Chapter, 

ter hocas werd honour 
. 
the cette, 


Booke. dl. C. 
The Ro matns ſtode in great Thus tn ſichenes — tne, 


pcrplexitee, 
them of e that roſe with Coſtoye, By vengeance ſla ꝓu with internal tonne, 
—— —-— e * or 2 


a tyzaunt to trouble the Empyze. Of Heraclus this was the wol ende 
e ee ee 

te many pꝛou F 
Thzough — ſayth; An whole p Emppie ftove-en great ditre(CE 


— — 2d day byday dzough vnn bci. 
26 unt frownrdtoC sfayth, By hisſuccefſour called Conſtantine,” . 


But Heraclias mauger al his might, . | Ln 
ſmet of his head #ſiough him line a knight; TUhichhadaſonne as made is mencton⸗ 

Wanlew 1h d pn Gil In whole time thzough hes great folye,  - 
And by grace which that is diuyne. Sarazins dyd great oppieſlſon. 
Thes famous pumte thus Heractius, S poyiyng the countreys of all Lumbardye 
in op many pꝛoud Sarin Ano Conſtantine of wifull flu 
in tho dayes notable and gloxtous; waſted his dapes tyl that he hay ** 
in his conqueſt pa'Tyng famous, All the Empyzs atmo vnto nought. 
D(uers rekkes of the crolle he (ought, 

kapth in eſpettal. 


Sa toward alem. Foꝛce of Sat ins dyd them ſo oppꝛeſſ 
n apmoch Jeruſ 1 5 1 e. 


v kd tho cuntreys many of the he bzought, Gem Chyilles 8 
2 55 | | De gan ot malice his wittes to apply, 

Was none ſo famous holden in his dayes, And was therto enmy full moztail, 

As Yerackus the Emppe fo2 to guie, Indchreef ſuppozter of falſe Hereſte. 


Noz moze manly found at all aſſapes, And toward Rome faſt he gan hym hye. 
Ot hye pꝛoweſſe noꝛ in chiualtye. Spoyled temples oł manp riche ymage, 
But whan he gan to ſuſteyne Hereſpe, And by water after toke his paſſage, ' 
God toke from hym within a litle page. | ph 
his hap,h(s welfare,his Foztune a his grace Eo — — 828 
Duri 8 ere, 

ſuſtayn andf6lowcertayn rites, fynde he did artue, 
—— kroward kantaſie, And foz the 2 was cxeeſme of hete, 
Ok a lect called Eutichites. which in his labour made hym toz to ſwete. 
whech is a lect of krowacd Hereſte. Indſecretely he gan himfelfremue;  - 


und lith that he dzough to that partie, to be bathed in apzteuy ſtue. 
The ſtoꝛy telleth foz al hys hyqh eſtate, | 
this Yeracitus was neuer foztunate, Ok enup there he was efpyed, _ 
His owne kneghtes like as is found, 
By conſptracion certatnof them allyed. 
. Fett Vponthym with ſharpe ſweowdes grofid; 
And merciles with many moꝛtall wound. 
theiſlough dym there on hi thet wer ſo wode 


De was trauayled with ſuch a dzopſp, Amid the ſtue naked as he ſtode, 

Indtherwithall he had a froward luſt, £0 Vs "43 

euer to dzinke and euer he was athurſt, Ifter whoſe death thei did tdemſelk auaũte 
to chooſe a knyghtbome'mArmenye, 


tho dayes feund was noleche, Ol the Empyzc toke the gouernaunce, 
that thet wer ſought on eche partie, Andtoſuppozt falſly they: Empertie. 
the ſapd pzince that could wilhe oz teche, But Con autine ſurtedyng ofallye, 
to te leue of bus yd2opſte, Being next heire the trouth fo: to ſhewẽ. 
fciut and keble with a great paiſye, To hym that was mutthed in the _ 
ed 


The nintly 


mud Cine as his qt a dtathet was 
nt notable in actes marciall 


Wonder ſemely and goodly vnto feen. 
And foztunate by pzoceſle of them age, 


d ſtode in other taas, Ale their father felt great damage 
« pkea pytnee Bythe warreshe hd m bis linyng,. + 
with Catanus that was of Bauars byng. 


| kogether bzight, 
I 


Be was ede buſp churches toreſtoze, 

All Hetettkes manly ta withſtonde 

theit optntons examined wel befoze, 

And whan the trouth was wel bnderſtond 
Like Chuſles knyght liſt foz no man won 
To puntlh them cuNly by rigour, 

Without excepcion of perſon oz fauour, 


Ofhym in Bochas but litle moze J cede, 
Noz of his Empyze J tynd none other datt 
ſpared none Yeretikes nother fc2 golde noz 
at-Ciltantivoplie he paſſed into fate (mede 
han Uvigarcans gan with dy debate, 
A frovoardpeople welful and recheles, 
Gane them a tribute he fo; to lite in pers. 
( How Giſulphus the Lumbard was 
1 — his wyte ended mtlchics 
uoullye tn Lecherye, 


whom — eine 
— n* 
Kae excellent and fayze of — 


Ste chfldzen had this famous quene, 
By Giſulphus goten tn martage, 


ſtrong and 
toke poſſeſſion, conquered een 


After whole death Komelde the Duche 
Greatiy adonped pale of | 


ldyde a ſiege taſt hym to teopaxt, 
His lite, his body, rather than depart. 


Ybcute the caſtle armed as he rode, 
like a pʒince ſat knightly on his ſtede, 
Upon the walles as Romilde abode, 
Freſhly beſeen in her purple we de, 
And ol theſiege gan to take hebe; 

Het looke bnwarely as ſhe caſt aſyde, 
And law the kyng afoze the caſtle ryde. 


So lyke apzince anda manly knyahe, 
Br rn omen 
bay doch ——— eb mg 
s 
ade the ſople ſo pliaunt of her thought, 
bother ty he ſet almoſte right nought, 


And koꝛ to accompliſh the whole entencion 
Ok het falſe juſt in al maner thyng. 

She is agreed by compeſicion, 

yo ets caſtle in haſt vnto the kyng, 
She foz to come without moze tarying. 
lyke a Duches her ſeif to pzefent, 

wheras the kyag ſat armed in his tent. 


The people within pꝛiſoners take, 
Her foure ſonnes toke them to the flyght. 
Loue cauſed that ſhe hath fo:ſake, 


| Her dloudher ben. wer tt ng oz rogite | 


at 4 a aw .ciczt i..ca aca —_ 4 As - 


with Cacanus had all her delite, 
Ind euer after he had het in deſpyte, 


And bythe kyng whan ſhe was refuſed, 
tweluem number that dwelled in his houſe 
Moſt frowardly her beautte hath abuſed, 


Ok her nature ſhe was ſo letherous, 
All to rehearſe it is contagious, . . 
How ſhe were after ſo abhomenable, 


to be acquamted with gromes ol the (table, 
ary onthigmattere, 


t wer but vain to t 
— long — 
ſtozy is — to — 

Jt — at miſchief ſhe was take, 
Foz a ſpectacle pitched on a ſtake, 
Set vp aloft mine aut our telleth ſo, 


bis noſe and eyen cut t᷑tom his 
head, and of others, 


2 exaumple ſo as freſhe 


5 defaced of his freſh clerenes. 
Semblably the Romatns hie proweffe, 


Gan foz to appai(alas) and that was routh 
— — — 


who in knighthode {1ſt haue experiente, 


Mut eſchew riotous pdlenes, 
— pʒzouidente with entere 

—— — his — dzelle, 
hy — — — ; 


” 


Is it is , 
cauſed oft Komacns to — ed 
By troward lues hyndzed them citie, 


Boke. 


And Romſd the ſpace but of one iyght, 


Dyed in diſtte ſſe foz conſtreint of her wo, 


fthemperour Juſtintan the ſefony 
a alle extozcioner,and howe he 
was exiled by Leðttus. ⁊ after both 


CThe.vit. Chapter, »; 


Though long reſlyngleſeth his 


wer gentienes 


— 
The which vice y hath appeyed/ 
tememabiepof aid ant 


2556 

Bete down 
of holy ſainetes 
doe toy Romains dempt that he was wode 


dl. c Ci. 


Ind appalled they; olde p2oſperitle. 
Of which defautes came to plain blius, 


to John Bochas Emperouts fille, 


As many kinges of theſame number, 
which by ſiouth wer afoze oppreſſed. . 
whom that ſlouth whplom dydencomber, 
theyz names by and by here expꝛeſſed 

to mine auto thethaue their tourſe dꝛeſled 
Like thett es to ſpt ake in woꝛdes few 
Juſtintan firſt gan his kate ſhew. 


Not Juſtiniat whim lo bertuous, 
And ofpzudent gouernaunce ſo notable, 
But Julttnian Temerarious, 

double of his dedes.falſe and decciuable, 
of his pzomes diuers and vnſtable, 
whylom expled dy Leoncian, 

Foz extozcions that he in Koine began. 


H(s noſe,his (yen, Leontius gaue tn charge 
tobe cutof by furtous crueltie 

and of the Empire that was ſo wide #large 
s next gouerned the citie. 

And thong Foꝛtunes mutabllitfe, | 
the lame Leonce by Ttbery was cat doun, 
Nis (pen put out. dyed akffer in pzieſon, 


Tiberius after ſerved of the ſame, 

noſe cut of,from his ſee put downe, 
a rebuke and a perpetual ſhame, 
to a cite that called was Cherſon, 


with old ruſt ereth great ozvure; without merep ur.o2 raunſom, 
an = Erpledhe — =_ 
Bplongtozment dyed at miſchiet᷑. 


Empt 


¶ The. viu. Chapter. 


Lendure, 
ye an etcke curfedof lu 
— — 2 


84 many fcech picture, e. 
＋ their temples ſtode 


Purſuey 


The ninth. 


urfued was by amanly knight, 
purſuedhe wr0s dyomanty knight, 


And in Sctcile of very fozce andmxygdhe, 
Ye dyd his eyen out ol his head arace, 
By iudgemente his biſage to deface, 
Semblably as he by great outrages, 
Ot Chuſtes fapth defaced the images. 


Died at miſchief dirked with blindnes 
than Anaſtaſms tobe poſſeſſion, 
n whoſe — deare witties, 
nd Chzontcles alſo make mention.) 
Ok the Empypze was made diucſion, 
That fic was one parted into tw 
wherof mine auto; in maner doth 


(Howe the Emperoure Ynthemius . 
naſtaſtus was compelled to leaue the 
_— — 

in pouertie. 


¶ The ix. Chapter, 


S he rehearſeth in his opinion, 
= nere es 


A 
Cauſe and roote of their deuiſion 


oke o2(ginall of falſe couetiſe. 
— cereouſly he teileth here the 
into p church whi richelle 


All perfeccton anon was ſet aſpde. 


The pooze late and potent of doctrine, 
rt prom — rm ths, we 


ple 


anone declyne. 


Snatch ſtately Palfreys and bye hozſe to ryde, 
Se e eee 
Govones offeatict turret furred with Ermine, 


Slender fare.of wine and water clere, 
with abſttnence of bzead made of whete, 

d tho deyes to many fat dinete, 
with contett dzinke.and Jpocras Iwete, 
All ſobernes did his boundes lete, 
Scarſnes of foode left his olde eſtate 
with newexcelle gan were delicate, 


Ghoſtly lyutng in the churche 


cauſed Gzebes withdzaw — Che — 


in pꝛide 


m ſtalled 
— — — 


Falſe cauſed this offence, 
that the Gzekes did themſeif dewde, 
Frothe Romains fo; they; great pzide, 


Thus touetiſe and falſe ambereron, 

did firſt great harme in the ſpirituall, 
B2ougdht in diſcoꝛde and deutſton, 

Among pꝛinces in therr eſtate ropal. 

vdo climbeth hieſt, moſt pertious is 1s tal. 
Recozd J take of the fozeſatdYnaltace 

By Theodolee put out of his place. 


+ This Theodoſie dyd his buſy pepne, 

3 
mauger 0 

— 222 — 

Foz feare and dꝛe de he did pon hym take, 

the ozder of pueſt from the tmperiall ſee, 

Content with litle lmed in pouertee, 


the headof $ of 
yu oy 


CTbe.x.Chapter, 
Aae chaunges remembzed by 


Like as J heue told here in partie 
Came to Bochas foure mightie kynges, 
Refgnyrg echone of old im Lumbatdy 
After the maner — — 11 
they wer arated in theit pa 


with heere fozgrowen — viſage, 


Thetr berdes ouer their nauil doun 
their garmentes of colours manifolde, 
with bzode baudztkes enbzaced enutron, 
Large buckels and pendantes of fine 
their bzeche enbzoudzed after p guiſe of old, 

Fret withpearle,legge ſtocked to the kne, 
Playning to Bochas of them adyerſitee, 


Their ſhoone wer raced freſhly to the tone 
richely tranſuerſed with — 

— — ſet many a ſtrong done 

gem ſhone ful dzight xclere, 
0 | 


But in — 
. 
ich of thys king chaunged the courage, 


There he was fir large on euery (ide, 

tall found in many ſundzy wile, 

is good! phede was chaanged buts pꝛide. 
and bes largesmto couetile, 
——— — 

clepme age in as ye ſhal vnde rſtand. 
drs lad giltes out of the Pops hand, 


3 ů— 
chzonicle maketh mencion, 


I raſics 
wy ang Peprne rg 4 


2 — OS ther — 


Both td the Pope g the new ktag of Frice 


4 — s he began, 


yay where — 

bet to ſtint the trouble 4 

— rs om 1 

r as J rede, 
tothe Pope tohelphun ta — 


Chania bque — 

church thetr paues and diffence, 

Thich of whole heart and deegent labour 
wth Deſwert by manly violence, 

Ye met in Tuſkye of p extellente, 

Had ne to pzeue both might 


e xr gn 


As I find he fled 
2 Ju Bac layde a 2 
pned them vpon ech part pe. 
ke of vitale they were almoſt lozne, 
—— , 
— aduerſitte, 
mn Cutie. 


The ninth 


A 
mog was neuet crowned hinge 


C Ot a woman named Joane who was 
Pope, and afrer got with Chude 
and than put doune. 


¶ Che. xis. Chapter. 

nt pznces reheacſed here toom 

Dꝛowned in teares came a creature 

like a buſhop — — 
Ind as a ſhe had a bzode tonſuce, 
Her ple outward and veſture, 
Beyng a womi, wherof Bochas toke 
like a P3elate ſhape was her wede, (hede 


She was the ſame that of yoze agon, 

Unwozthelre ſate in Peters place, | 

was afterward called Jon, 

a berdies p2elate nde heete ſeen on her face 

— — Ml 
agonice n 

*  Butonthe his ful amougofbiayſe, 


and in her tendꝛe age, 
t kinne,andty <p 
Caſte wouldtiter 


And in the ſciences called liberal, 
In al ſeuen by famous excellence, 
By great ſtudy lhe had experience. 


Her name couth in many diners lande, 
o ſhewe her cunning firſt whan ſhe beg 


Sue wenn to — 


_ Home er ſtopy tell n 
ammet ophiſirp.and logik, 
Nad in ſcoles openly Rethoꝛck. 


u the time ol emperour Lotar pe. 
— — 
fro myne auctour if I al not varye, 
That the Pope called was Leon. 
> em — 
allied was no weight ſuppol n, 
By no token but that ſhe was a man. 


— ůů — Ü 
of auentuxe turned vpſo doun Se 


Boone. 


To ſuetede by fraude and | 
amdg Komapuas to begun as Emperosre, 


De was vugracious ſitting iu that eſkate, 
Jn miſchiet᷑ ſpent hs dapes euerichone, 
with — and wozmes made (nfoztunate, 
ſuyn and fleſhe fret vnto þ bone 
—— medicine no ſocour was their ns 
So depe he was kret in hys entraile, ' (ng 
Dyed delte t no lecde myght auale. 


¶ Boedas counſaſl eth pztnces to remẽ be 
on the E:mperour Atnolphe. 


C.Tye.xv.Chapeer, 


0} a while, 
Sharped hys penne ol entenston. 
Gan of anger to tranſpozt bys le, 
to wztte of tyꝛauntes the tcanſgce Tor, 
Box wood ae han any ſown 
Them cofifacling wan they be moſt boſbe 
foz to rememvze of thts pzoude Yruold, 


ne was not in hys pride aTapled, 
with wulues, Tygres,noz Lions 
Y rautnous Bears no weld Bozes tranaſs 
Noather with other — — ed 
whech haue conquered many 8. 
But with woꝛme s eugendzed ofhys kinde 


ne auctoure Boehas (tynte here He 


Fol. ECiii. 
The ſam Arnolphe was murdzed as J kind 
— — Aon ne tenet 
with Liſe and WozmesSfret 
That was fo ye ome of Caries dood, 
Impotent the to endure, 
e eee. 
— as erent 
who liſt and ſes 
Topunceoal 1 e pe, 
— 7 — to #4 
Chaſcaute of 3 
n thys Irriolphe wilel y aduertiſe, 
Howgodhath poet wen pete chal, 
Deth et Irriolphe dydmypennt ericumnbye, 
Foz the great abhomenacion, 
@ hari to Bochas came the twelfe n nlbzs 
Called Pope Jodi as made is mencion 
— — and kalſe election. 
— 1 — 
paſtoz but like a metec nat e. 
ae ene eters eee 
rs 
— . — 
To lit as Pope he yaue hys artendaunce, 
gr 
ndamoug women conuerllnt i tobe, 
Untoſurfcte,Riot and glut tone. 
gaue hem wholy, tobe of god no no bey. 
Greatly diſclaundzed he was of lecherye, 
Kept in hys tourte without ſhame oꝛ dzeds 
a noumbꝛe of women in eronicie as J reds 
Two carbmnalles of purpoſe dydentende, 
Hys dictous lit e to cozrecke and amend. 
And tz entent theſe Cardtnalles two 
the church eſtl aũdzt d caſt them to revzelle, 
Made letters.ſent them to Otho, 
Duke of Saron that he 1 
Toward Rome and ot hys hye n 


On holy church to haue 
Wake of thts 


nuſcheef tuſtrefozmacion. 
Kn. ui. Thys 


But in thys earth is nothing abiding, 
al tant on chaũge:and font une in werking 


—.— and double ol het viſage 
of thys king chaunged the courage, 
There he was firſt large on euery ſide, 
tall tound in many ſundzy wile, 

$ good! phede was chaanged duto pꝛide. 
and hys larges in to couetiſe. 

Ot double nes he gan anone deuiſe, _ 
To cleymc age in as ye ſhal vnderſtand. 
rs ſayd giftes out of the Popcs hand, 


hte Deſidere had made all paunte, 

As the chzonicle maketh me ncion. 

with king Peppne reigning tho in Frafics 
After e death to haue poſſeſſion, 

and ful lozdſhip of al that regton. 

He gan of ne we kal at diſtaunce, 


Both w the Pope a the new king of Frice 


Ol pꝛeſumpeion theſe warres he began, 
agein —— of __— variaunce, 

e in tho dayes wis holp Abzian, - 
— to ſtint the trouble a great miſchice 
Kequiredbelp of the king ok Fraunce, 
And great Charles in Bochas as J rede, 
Came to the Pope to help hun in this nede 


Charles that time was chief pzotectoure, 
to holy church their paues and diffence, 
Which of whole heart and diligent labour 
wth Deſiere by manly violence, 
N of yexcellence, 
Had a batayle to pzcue them both might 
Charles was victour,Deſidere put toflight 


Wourthy —— — — afozne, 
Conſtrapned them ye, 

Foz lache of vitale they were almoſt lozne, 
They wanted [icoure,grepne and cozne, 
Byſodeine conſtreint and gret aduerſitte, 
to king Charles they pelded vp the Citie. 


King Deſidere was ſent into Fraunce, 
with mighty cheines fetered in pztſon, 
Le a wzetch in ſozowe and in penaunee, 
Dyed at miſchief there gatued no raunſou 
htc) had afoze ſo great poſſeſſion, 


The ninth 


After whoſe daye as byvld wilting, 
ambg Liibardes was neuer crowned kinge 


C Of a woman named Joane who was 
Pope, and after got with Childe 
and than put doune. 


"1 CThe ;rit.Chapter, 

FterP pznces reheacſed here toom 
Dꝛowned in teares came a creature 
like a buſhop rounded and ſhoꝛne, 
Ind as a pꝛieſt ſhe had a bzode tonſure, , 
Het appataple outward and veſture, 
Beyng a womi, wherof Bochas toke good 
like a Pꝛelate ſhape was her wede. (hede 


She was the ſame that of yoze agon, 
Unwozthelre ſate in Peters place, 

was afrerward called Pope Jon, 

a berdle s pꝛelate nde heete ſeen on her face 
Ok her byzth named was the place, | 
Magontce a Citie not ſtanding in Jtayle, 
But on the Khine ful famous of vitaxie, 


In her youth and in her tendꝛe age. 
fo:ſoke her kinne,ande eſpetiall, 
Caſt ſhe wouldfoz her auauntage, 
Geue her to cunnmg,body.heart and al. 
And in the ſciences called liberal. 

In al ſeuen by famous excellence, 

By great ſtudy lhe had experience, 


Her name couth in many diuers lande, 
To ſhe we her cunning kirſt whan ſhe bega 
Derching — came to — — 
No wight ſuppoſing but that ſhe was a ma 
Came to Rome, her ſtozy tell can, 
Taught Grammer, ſophiſiry.and logik, 
Nad in ſcoles openly Rethoztk, 


n the time ol emperour Lotar pe, 

ter the death as made is mencton, 
fro myne auctour if J al not varye, 
That the Pope called was Leon. 
The lapd woman by eleccion, 

Jalled was no weight ſuppoſing than, 
By no token but that (ſhe was a man. 


The boke of ſoʒtes after that anon, 


of auentuxe turned vpſo doun 


Sde 


Booke. Fol. ECitt, 
She was named and called oe John, The ſaw Yrnolphe was murdzev as J find 
Of whoſe naturall deſpoſicion, | 
Fel by pzocelle into temptacion, In ſuch diſcoint the ſayd Yrnolphe ſtoode, 
Quick with child p houre eame on her th& with Liſe and Moꝛmes fret age yu nature 
was delmered at ſapnt John Lateran. That was ſo nye boꝛne of Chatles blood, 
Impotent the peyne to endure, 
Ifter put doun foz her great outrage, which was in ſoth an vneduth auentare; 
Iwill ou her ſpend nomoze laboure, That a punte might not be ſotoured. 
But paſſe ouer al the furpluſ Df ſmale wozmes foz tobe deuoure d. 
Ok her liutng and ok her great errvur, 2 Win ae ben 
Turne my ſiule vnto the Emperout, A — coriſider and ſet 
Called Atnalphe + wte hes piteus cHaſiee, To pzences al foz to abate their pude, 
ſonne to Chatle maine keng of Fraunce, Let them conſidze theerfragilitee, 
" ITO | To ſe an Emperout fo2 to abyde, 14 
To this Chariematn as bookes determine ThaſTaute of wozmes/ lay their boſt aſive, 


he was ſonne, not bozne in mattage, 

But begotten ef a coneubyne, bl 
Toke vpon hym of ſurquedous outrage, 
without tete of birth 021 

To ſuceede by fraude and falſe laboure, 
amdg Komayns to reigne as Emperoure, 


He was bngracious ſitting in that eſtate, 
In miſchiet᷑ ſpent hys dapes euerichone, 
with lyſe and wozmes made inkoꝛtunate, 
Though ſkyn and fleſhe fret vnto p bone 
craft of medicine noꝛ ſocout was the ng: 
So depe he was fret in hys entraile, (ne 
Dyed in diliceſſe no leche myght aualle. 


CBochascounſafleth pꝛintes to remẽ bꝛe 
on the Emperour Irnolphe, 


¶ Cbe. xv. Chapter. 


Fe auctoure Boehas ſtynte here 
Bharped bys peune of entensts 
ys penne of en n. 
Gan of anger to tranſpozt hys ſtile, 
to wztte of tyꝛauntes the tcanſ gte ſion, 
Woze woode and fel than anyſcopion _ 
Them colifatling whan they be moſt bode 
fo; to rememvze of thts pzoude Arnold. 


ne was not in hys pride aTapyſed, 
with wulues, Tyqtes, noꝛ Lions 
D rautnous Bears noꝛ weld Bozes trantafe 
Noather with other mighty cyipids (ed 
whech haue conquered many regions. 
But with wozmes engendzedofhys kinds 


n thys Irniolphe wilel y aduertiſe, 
w god hath po wet their pope to chaſliſe. 


Deth ot Arnolphe dyd my penne ericumbye, 
Foz the great 
han to Bochas came the twelfe in nũbze 
Called Pope Johri as made is mention 
Entting by ftaude andfalſe election, 

To goddes lawe froward and contrarye 
not like apaſtoz but like a merecnarye, 


— ng he was — ride 
thing reſembling Pett rs gouerridnce, 
Frothe time in Nome that — 2 
Co lit as Pope he aue hys attendaunce, 
To folowe hys luſt # hys flechly pleſauntee 
2 hauking and hunting ſtode hrs felicite, 

nd among women converſant foz to be. 


Untoſurfcte,Kiot and gluttonye, = 
He gaue hem whoty, tobe of god no kepe, 
Greatly diſclaundzed he was of lecherye, 
Kept in hys tourte without ſhame oꝛ dzede 
a neumbze of women in tronicle as J reds 
Two cardmalles of purpoſe dydentende, 


Drs vicious life to cozrecke andamend, 


And ak entent theſe Cardtnalles two 

the church eſclaiidzcdcaſt them to revzelle, 

Made letters.ſent them to Otho, 

Duke of Saxon that he ſhould him dzeſſa 

Coward Rome and ofhys hye nobteſſe 

On holy church to haue compalſion, 

Make of thts nuſcheef tuſt refozmacion, 
Ain. u. Thrs 


This Hope John whan he hath percecued, 
theſe Cardinalles the maner ol waiting 
And dowe p Duke p letters hath recetued, 
He to doe Vengeauuce made no tarying. 
Bode no lenger this . yeulng, 
Cut ofthe noſe felly of that one, 

other # ech was called John, 


— * % 


7 


in —— wiſe 


Ok their pzide and their pꝛelumptiot, 
And while he gan ſtudy in th s mattere, 
He gan remembze anon in hys reaſon, 
Upon a verſe witten in the Pſaltere, 
touch not my pꝛokets n2ntgh the not to nere 
agein thẽ bewate in dede and thought 


u no wile that ye maligne nought. 


F063 thys cauſe as pe ſhal bnderſtand, 
Touching thys matter pleinly as I rede, 
Mine autour Bochas gi ddzaw his hand 
Left bis purpoſe and furth he gan pzocede, 
To whole pzeſence oz that he toke hede, 
Came a pꝛince, Due Charles of Lozein, 


Hymbeſought to watte hys greuous petne. 


¶ Ot Charles Duke of Lom con» 
21 Duke of Lozepn as ye 
all concetue, 


founded with hungre, 
2 with the hing of France, 


C The. rv(.Chapter, 
dHugh Capet aud as J appercecue, 


wich that whilom reigned in 


The ninth 


Yor Frebbiſhop to doe the king pleaſaurce, 

Ot hatred made his ozdenaunce, 

__—_ Duke awaite Vpon him kept, 
de hym toke abed while he llept. 


byſhop gan falſely bndermene, 
ot Duke by full falſe treaſon, 
Which as J fynd.was called Inceline, 
Jud he was Bylhop that tyme of Leon, 
wh be and falſe colluſion, 
Toke this that was Duke ofLozeine 
And to the king he bought hem dyatretue 


By whom he was deltuered to pꝛilon. 

o Dzuaunce. and with cheynes bounde, 

t was hys ende was made no mention 

d 
et m ſo ton 

That J ſuppoſe th ys Duke of Lozeine, 

Conſumed was fozconltreint of hys peme 


owe king Sal amon whilom kynge of 
| Hungry was put to flight. 


! C The æxbii. Chapter. 


Fter to Bothas in noumber there 
— koute and ech foz hys partye 

unces 3 , 
hes greues told: x firſt king Salomon, 


The faxd 
this 


Both foole and cowarde ——.— 
Uopde ol reaſon noyſed ol igno 


And atapopat could no puruenunce 


Foztune alſo dyd at him dil deine, 
Foz he was nouther mani noz cozageous, 
whom wer wozthy Pztnces tweine. 
was one with La 8. 
Famous in armes, notable and vertuous, 
Both at once on Salamon came doune 
And made hym fle out of his region. 


Thzough his bnhappy froward cowardile 

there was in dim found no defence, 

Flight was hys ſhelde lyſt in no wyſe. 

Se pne hys enmies make reſiſtence, 

Fapled heart to eome to pzeſence, 

Co ſaue bys land he dzeadbim ſelf ſo ſoze, 

— 
30 007 


Wooke. Fol. CCliif, 
C Howe Petro kyng of Hungary 0 eat ſtuffe and apparaple, 
— * —— met in bartaple, 


¶ Che. xviu. Chapter. 
Nother kyng put here in re» 
embꝛau 


Am nee, 
Called Petro reyqning in 


2 4 
CY Hungary, 1 
Foz hes defaultes again the kyng of fraũce 
Icalled Charles of malice and folye, 

Bp indignactou this was his tozmentry, 
His epen put out there was no bette ſuccour 


And after ſlayn by dome ofthe Emperout, 


Diogenes Emperour of Con⸗ 
by antinople was taken, and hys 
epen put out. 


nes of froward auenture, 
De & his knightes bzought to deſcomfiture, 


Take he was # bought by great diſdepn, 
In whom as tho there was no reſiſtence, 
to kyng Bellech called Tarcomane, 
Ind whan he came vnto his pzeſence, 


Agevns him was youe this ſentence. 


Co lye downe plat, and that king Belſet, 
Should take his foote # on his thzote it let 


Thys was done fo; an hye diſpyte, 
Diogenes bzought furth on a chepne, 
without reuerence,fauour,o: reſpyte, 

At great feaſtes aſſigned was his peyne, 
and alderlaſt put out his eyen tweyne. 
The whele of Foztane turneth as a ball, 


. Sodeynclymbeng axeth a ſodeyn fall, 


¶ Che. x. Chapter. 


Feer to Bochas there came tweyn on 
the rengs 

Duke of Sueute earneſt as J rede, 
Ageypn thfperour firſt malictouſly werking 
Henry the Emperour reigning tho in deve 
But foꝛ his malice this was his fatal me de 
Baniſhed to dwel among beaſtes ſauage, 


Slayn in a fozeſt fo; his great outrage, 


Whan Conſtantine departed from thys life 
which of al Gzece was ſoꝛd and gouernour, 
By martage of her that was hys wyke. 

A knight Diogenes was made Emperour, 
Foꝛtune to hym did ſo great fauour, 
Conſtantinople holding in his hond. 

As ſouete n pzince ofal Gzebes lond. 


Pet there was ſome þ grutched therageyn, 
nd had ok hem greate indignacion, 
The — — Perſe,. Belſeci Tureomane, 
Fro hym by fozce tobe many a region, 
—— — 

0 to nd 8 rye 
Maugte — and almoſt all Spꝛpe. 


Bellech Turcomane made himſelffoſtrig 
By manly koꝛce Diogenes to aſſaple, 


Cow Robert Duke of Nozmandy faught 
with the Turkes,# refuſed the king: 
dome and crovwne of Hieruſa- 
lem, aud dyed at miſchiefe, 


C.The xx. Chapter. 


woozthy Pꝛynce ſpoken of in manye 
Realme, 
e Robert Duke of Nozmandy, 
Choſe to the crowne of Pieruſalem, 
But fo2 cauſe he dyd it denye, 
Foztune ape vnto him had enupe. 
Theſame Robert next in 02der was, 
that came to pleyn his fatal vato Bochas, 


Foz Chaiſtes fayth this mighty champton, 
«his Duke Rodett armed in plate à maple 
With manly Godfray,Godfray Bullion, 
Ageyn Turkes taught a great battayle, 
Foz Chziſtes fayth that it ſhould auayle, 
To ſuſteyne his lawe en they: intent, 
to al the kynges ol the Occident, mühe 
nübꝛe 
Of Curkes and Sarazins was ſo great a 
Geyn Chuues la we gadzed in purſſaunce, 
the __ Chziſt fall to encumbꝛe. 
But there were made haſty ozdenaunce, 


And foz Diogenes thought he did hum wzdg by kinges ol Englond,Nozmidy x Fradce, 


An. iu. Fy:l 


Fyilt to fuccour did his buly pepne, 
Godfrey Bulltõ that was Duke of Lozein 


which on Sarazins made a diſcomfiture, 
Mauare Turkes foz al then great might, 
In which battayle Chziſt made him recure 
The fteld that day foz to ſuppozt hys right. 
wher this Robert was foũd ſo good a knig 
that foʒ his nobleſſe by recozd of wpting. 
Of Hieruſalem was named to be king. 


Aſſented not bnto the eleccton, 
Becauſe of newe that he did vnderſtond, 

s clder bꝛochet foꝛ ſhoꝛt concluſion, 
Icalled m illuam was dead in Englond. 
Knoweng himſelfe next hepze to thatlond, 
Fozſoke Pieruſale,bur like a manlp knight, 


came to Englonde foz to cleyme hys right, 


And yet 02 he tame he had — 
His ponger bzother that called was Yenry, 
Had vpon hym take to bee crowned kyng, 
Tolde his Loꝛdes and pꝛinces finally, 

He was next heyꝛe entred rightfully, 

As inheritour to ſuctede in that realme, 


His bꝛother being kyng of Hieruſalem. 


God wote the caſe ſlode al in other wyſe, 
the ſayde Robert Duke of Nozmandy, 
Purpoſed hym by marctal empatſe, 

From his bzother to take the regaly. 

Toke his pztnces and his chmalry, 
thought he would lyke a manly knight, 
Arrzue in Englond and rcetoyce hys right. 


Both in one field aſſembled on a daye, 

the bzethzentweynech with trong party, 

to darreyne and make no delay, | 

Eche with other to hold chaumpartpe. 

But whan theſe loꝛdes þ miſchiet᷑ did eſpye 

thep duſied them and were not rechles, 
Atwene the bzethzen to refourme pees. 


The ſayd bzethzen wer fully condiſcended, 
Upon this poynt foz ſhoꝛt concluſion, 

Is in the accozde was tuſtly compzehended, 
Henry to holde and haue poſſeſſion, 
Duryng his life of al this 0 

And Robert ſhould haue fo 


A ſumme of gold with al Nozmandy, 


© Theninth 


Thae thoufand pound put in remembzaiice 
Eche yere to Robert ſent fro this regton, 
Of which payment to make ful aſſuraunce, 
was layd Yoſtages as made is mencion, 
But pet of newe fil a dilſencion, 

Atwene the bꝛethꝛen ol hatred and enupe, 


Foz a certetn caſtle that ſtode in Nozmandy 


which caſtle longed of heritage, 

Unto the kinges turil diction, | 
Ok which the Duke toke his auauntage, 
Mauqre the king and held poſſeſſion, 
turned after to his confuſion, 

And whan the king this thing did eſpye, 
with ſtrong hand came into Nozmandy, 


Where the Duke was lapd a ſiege about, 
Made ozdenaunce to recure his tight, 
Gate the Caſtle,toke his brother out 
Empzteſoned hym of very fozce and might. 
Lefrhim alone ouc ofmennes ſight. 
Fourtene pere the Chzonicle wpteth ſo, 
there he dyed in myſchtek and in wo. 


Whie Bochas was buſy in his labour, 
Dis boke taccompliſh with great diligence, 
to him appeared the great Emperour, 
_ Henry — — 

an compleyn vpon the great offence, 
Done to him the muſchtet and diſtreſſe, 
By his ſonnes great vnkindneſſe. 


The which ſonne was called eke Henry. 
Greatly accuſedof ingratitude, 

Cauſe he wzought ſo deſnaturallye, 

toke his father with fozce and multitude, 
Entreated him boyſterouſly and rude, 

And afterwarde there no taunſon, 
at great miſchief dyed in pzeſon, 


lecherp.dyed in pouertie. 


w line pztnce of 
How Jorr pztnce of Kages foz pzide 


¶ ce. xxi. Chapter. 


N. eiae, oꝛder with triſt and dead 


N 


j b 
undo Bochas to ſhewe 
| =w= heautne — 


8, 
Came Joceline, Loꝛd and pztnce of Rage. 
Whecte 


which is a eitie famous of ticheſſe. 


was greatly youe tollouth and (logardye, Lozde of that cuntrey called Emanuel. 
And al his luſt he ſet in lecherp. | 
Left hys lozdlhy out of —— — — ſtrife 

gouernaunce. 02 hys diſſencions # many 
Foz lacke of wiſe dome and diſcreacion, By his pzinces after reconciled, 
In fteſhly luſt ſet alhigpleaſaunce. Stondeng in hope he ſhould amend his like 
And in the cuntreys about him euuon. But in the tyme that he was , 
He was not had in reputacion. he was made loꝛde, and ſtode ſo foꝛ a whyle, 
Cettam punces mine autour doth deſcrine Reygning in Pontus of Aſie a great Ile. 
ol his lozdlhip caſt him to depzyue . 

In this whyle Emanuel was dead, 
Among which the pztnce of Alappe. Fall in great age the io telleth thus, 
Called the ſtoꝛp who liſt lee, Hauing a chyplde.and he who liſt take hede, 
to Jote line hauing great enuye, While he dwelled in his fathers houſe, 
Lapde a ſiege to Rages his Citee, Among Grekes called Alextus. 
He being abſent ferre from that cuntrep. And the tutoz he was aſſigned to, 
And thus foz ſlouth and welful negligence, Jcalled was Alextus alſo, 
Rages was take by mighty violence. 
The ſame that was aſſyqned hys tutour, 

Ind Joceline commaunded to pꝛieſon, to ſee vpon hym al the gouernaunce, 
to him Foztune was ſo contrarious? And full power as Loꝛd and Emperour, | 
Loſt his lo:d(hip and dominacton, Had al the empire vnder the obeyſaunce, -/ ht 
Loe here the fine of folkes vicious, P32ynces,Lozdes,gaue to him attendaunce i 
Slowe, delicate, pꝛoude and lecherous. Whether that he wer pzeſent o2 abſent, | 
Dyed in pouertie in miſthiet᷑ and in nede, Eche thing was done at his cõmaundemẽt 


Ok vicious pzinces, loe here the final mede 


CHow Andꝛonicus Emperour of Con- 
ſtantinople ſlough al that were of the 
blood royall, cheryſhed vicious 
people, and after was 
hanged. 


¶ Che. xx. Chapter. 


S Verye heyꝛe and true ſucceſſour, 

By eleccion and alſo by linage, 
Came Andzonicus as Lozde and 
De Contontinople croumed —— 

on e crovoned poung or age. 

Next to Bochas with trilt and pale viſage, 
Beſeching him to doe his buly cure, 
to remember his woeful auenture, 


Among Grekes by ſto and ſcripture, 
this Andzonicus gouerned — aryght, 
re, 


Agepn lawe and eke 
Found with his ſuſtre f eſhly on a night. 


Booke. 


And this pztnce{mene auctoz beteth witnes) Ageyn him hys col yn was ſo kell, 


Fol. CC. 
Both of aſſent toke them to the fl yght, 


Imeane as thus he had al in his hond, 
Conſtantinople a Citte of great ſubſtaunce 
But fo extozcions which he did in the lond 
On his ſubiectes and foz miſgouernaunte 
among the loꝛdes it fil in remembzaunce, 
All ok aſſent in heart gan deſpꝛe, 

Cal Ind zonicus age pn to his empire. 


By aſſent reſtoꝛed and crowned 
Conſtantinople entring the Citie, 
Bufied hpm by fraudolent labour, 
Althe blood bozne of the impertal ſee, 
Foz to be ſlayn ot vengeable crutitee, 
By iudgement of this Andzonicus, 
Except a pztnce called Jlacius, 


Thus tueffect the trouth was wel ſeyn. | 
De was vengeable laſt in his old age, | 


Right as he was in hys yeres grene, 
Felly rned kul ok kalſe outrage, 
Lali of al malicious of courage. 

6» - 


The ninth 


Al ſuch as wer dilclaundꝛed oꝛ det ame d. 


Hometides he had tn his houſholde. 
Tyzantes þ wought agen rightouſnes, 
Cheriſhed al that hardy wer and bolde, 
wiedowes,weues and maydens to oppzeſſe 
Keibaudy was called gentlenes, 

Spared nother he was ſo lecherous, 
weomen ſwozne chaſt.noz folks religious, 


Had alſo no maner conſcience, 
To pyll his ſubiectes falſlyby raume, 
toke what him liſt by bnaaſt Vyolence, 
to al vyces his pouth he dyd encipne. 
Aud al that wer of the royal lyne, 
wer llayne echone except Jſactus, 

As J cold earſt by Andzonicus. 


Ind as Jfynd foz him in haſt he ſent, 
Foz thts purpoſe to come to his ppeſence, 
To murder him thys was his entent, 
By dpuerle tokens and manpeuidente, 
And fully knew the fine of his ſentence, 
Pe lyke a pztince liſt to come no nere. 
Smet ofthe head of the meſlangere. 


And after that ot᷑ mani pꝛouidente, 

Myd the Citie ſhe wed hym ite a kuyght: 
Pꝛapde 1ozdes to peue him audience, 
Pꝛynees, Judges foz to doe hym right, 
That he might declare in they; ſight, 
Great inmttes. damages outragious, 
tought by p emperour called Andꝛonicus. 


O Citezens that and we al the guyſe, 
Ok pour Emperour called Andzonicus, 
Not Emperour ſo pe liſt aduertiſe, 

But a tyzant eruel and furious? 

A falſe murderer, bengeable deſpyteous, 
th of newe and froward falſe courage, 


layn ofthe Emptre wholy the linage. 


(There is alpue left none of the blood, 
Saue 7J alone of the ropal lpne: 
Foz Andꝛonicus lpke a tyzant wode, 
Hath ſlayn echone bziefly to termine, 
——— mmm tom gy — 
ow pu nn 
Sleame alſo that am of tyep; dive, 


Re qutring pou in this confrſtozy, 
O Citezens that here pꝛeſent be, 
Co cemember and cal to memozp, 
How this famous imperial citie. 
Yath aye be ready to doe e quitte, 
Beſp alſo of theyz high nobieſſe. 
wong of tyzantes manly torepzeſſe, 


mn and Poetes ene deuyſe. 
In they ſaves pꝛudent and notable, 
Blood of tyꝛantes is noble ſacrifiſe, 

To God aboue whan they be vengeable, 
And ſh ye be rightful.cuſt and table, 
In your werkes voyde of varyaunce, 


Weigh this matter tum y ou balaunce, 


Che people echone al of one aſſent, 
Foz outrages of this Andzonicus, 
htm downe by rightful tudgement, 
n whoſe place ſet bp Fſacius, 
he ſayd tyzant froward and v 
Gan and hymſeike dzeſſe, 
te to take a foztreſſe, 


It holpe hym not to make reſiſtence, 

So as he ſtode vopde of al fanour, 
Sieged he was, and by violence, 

Maugre hys might tent out of that towne, 
Spo pled cruellp kelt no better ſuccour, 
Stode al naked quahing in his peyn, 

Ind kyꝛſt rent out one of his eyen tweyn. 


And ouermoꝛe he had this rewarde, 
without helpe,ſuccour oz reſppte, 
_— an —— face — 1 
e Ces tayle holding foz deſpyte, 
hom to behold the people Hath delyte. 
To pooze and ryche thzoughout the Cette, 
Him to rebuke was graunted libertte, 


After al thys in a carte ſet, 

And vengeably lad out of the town, 

— Manged on an hye Gebet, 
people on dim to his confuſion, 

Made a clamour and a terrible ſoun, 

would neuer fro the galowes wend, 

til in miſcytef by he made an end. 


CLenuoye, 


his 


In 


Booke- Fol.CCV1; 


x A thys tragedy agein Andtonteus, 
1 maketh an exclamacion 

And agein al puntes bictols . | 
while they haue power and domtnactorns 
By tyzannye that 
Concluding. 


vie extozcion, 
thus that their falſe ſtung, 
Df right requireth to haue an euel ending. 


Jndifferentlythps tyzaunt lecherous; :* 


Spared no women of 
Made wido wes bzeake 
By violence peyſe wel al this theng, - 
Ok tight requireth to haue ancnetendinge 


theit pꝛole lion. : 


Moſt in murdꝛe he was cont 9, 
Jnnocent blood to make e 
Uengeable alſo agein al vertuous, 

Ageins his kintede (ought oceaſtort 

To ſie the line by which that he came doun, 
which conſidered al ſuch ſalſe werking 

Of right requtreth to haue an euel ending 


Bochas manaceth pꝛinces outragious, 
which by their pꝛoude hate full ambeetory, 
To god and man of wyll 
ning in heart a falſe opinton. 

All tho that been in their ſubieceton, 
deuour their power fo ſtretching 
not fayle to haue an euel ding. 


Noble pztnces ye that been deſpz0us, 
toperſeucre in pour dommacion. 
And in all vertue to be victozious, 
Cheriſhe trouth,put faſlehede adoun, 

Be merctable me ſured by reaſon, 

Of Yndzonicus the (urfetes eſchewing, 
That ye by grace may haue a good ending. 


Of Jlactus thempe was made 
1 —— — rr 
dtuerſe others, 


C.The xxiii. Chapter, 


Hits rehearſed whan Tae. 
Had al the Empire in hys poſſeſſ(s 
Toaufge the death of Andzonicus 
Conſtantinople in chat ropal toun, 


which a 


A bzother of hys by foꝛte there rame doluehi 
with a baſon bꝛe nning batght as glede, 
Made hym blund ot hym no moze I rede, 


Except Jſacius was take at miſchteftl. 
Of dym that wought to hys diſtrucctorts 
Lying awatte as doth apzenpthief, 
Toke the Einperour,put hymta puſon, 
and bengeably dyd execucean. 
As is remembzed with a baſon bzight, 
Bzeuninigdedhote,aud ſo he fot hys ſight; 


A tonte ye hav 


had eallevAlexius;' 

tende ot age caſt hym to ſuteede; 
dꝛed he was at miſchtor as Jrede e 

Che ſame tutoꝝ purpoſing in deve, . 

mppꝛe by falſe colluſion. 

By kroude and mede to haue poſſeſſion. 


eee 
mg 
And weth hym came peteouſly wepeng, © 
Mighty punces, Souldanes both twetne. 
Reigatng in Sirte their faltes to edpletys 


Dk Alopye, Halech was that one 

Re in Damaſcoby true reght, 

Cree rhe Ser 
s was hold a milly kn 

And right notable in ecery mannes ſight, 

And fo; the Houldane of Babdon a fette, 

Calted Saladin oppʒeſſed was with we ere 


Foz ſorour ſent to theſe pzinces tweine, 
unt een 
zne. 

Enter thetr might to kuſtene bis partye, 

whole requeſt Hort not et " 
Abode no lenger but made thẽ ſelfe tro 

hym were tt right 3 mend 


To lande 


Ok thys matter the ſubſtanee to conelude, 
thele pztnces came, Salecy + Cathebadyn 
fo; their guerdon they found ingratttude, 
Jn'thts foxſard Soalvane called Saladin 
Foundhim vnkrndpiemty thys the fine, 
From their eſtate as it was after knowe, 


Diſgraded 


. 


The ninth 


Diſgrated andbjought th? doun fulllowe 


Ol hym in ſoth they had none other mede, 
Foz therr labour noz foz their kindneſle, 
what fell after in Bochas J not rede, 
Foz de furthweth leuethj this proceſſe, 
And vnto Roberrdoth hys le dzeſſe, 
Called Suuorenttne re tn Tarence, 
Loſt hys lozvſhip by ſodẽtne Violence, 

hy } (F640 1. a 
hm to lap de but a whele, 
hys ſapd Robert loſt his naunce. 
Next to Bochas tame of Sticile 
Ryng of ß comatrey a lozd of gret pucſſance 
Loſt hes kingdome thzough Foztunes bare 
Yystyen twem teut out of his head (ance 
After d ed in miſchief and in dzead, 


whech Guilltam reigning in Mcicile. 
was by deſcent bozne nye of allye, 

to Robert Gudſgarde as bookes doe cople 
That whilome was Duke of Nozmandy, 
Whech of hys manhode and great poltcye, 
with hys bzother ful notable of renoune 


Bought al Naples to ther; ſubteccion, 


rs bzothers name called was Kogere, 
Which had a ſonne to be enheritour, 
Called Taneret as ſaith the chzoniculere, 
which tote vnd him to reigne as ſucceſſour 
thus in Sctcile Tangret was goueruour. 
Agen whom by title ſought aferce, 
Dfatlaunce began a moztal werre, 


Foz a mayd that called was Conſtaunce, 
That daughter was to the king Rogere, 

v hich was ſet of ſpiritual pleſaunce, 
To be religious of whole heart and entere 
Indbyrecozd ofthe c<zonxculere, 

Thys Conſtance hath the wozld fozfake, 
And to religion hath her body take. 


Of thys Conſtance the ſelf ſame pere, 
(That ſhe was bozne (as made is mencton,) 
There was a clerke a great Yſtronomere, 
Tolde ol her byzth by calculacion, 

She ſhould cauſe the deſolacion. 

Of chat kt by pzocclte of her age, 
By the occaſion only of her martage, 


the 
But by kana 


Some that were ko Caneret great eum pt 
By their vngoodliy exhoꝛtacton. 

Moued p Emperour that called was Hr cy 
To take Conſtance from het religion. 
And by the Popes diſpenſacton, 

ſhe wedded was Þ Emperour by his might 
By title of her put Tancretfrom hisright 


With a great noumbze of Jralyens, 
entred into that region, 
Sccciltens, 


Tancret long tyme ode in poſſeſſion, 
But thzough Foztunes tranſ mutac on. 
the ſame time to conclude in ſentence, 


The ſapd Caneret dyed on peltilence, 


Hys ſdne Guifltam þ was but vong in dede 
With Scictitens caſt hun not to faple, 
To kepe hys land and his right pollede, 
Mete the Emperour with ſtately apparaile 
Made hym redy with htm to haue a bataile 
But the Emperour to great auauntage, 
Caſt otherwiſe of kraude tn hys courage, 


Feinyngly during this diſcozd, 

The Emperour caſt all another wyle 

ü 
nd pong yto 

Under treaty taken ay wow th 

Falſeip depztuedofhys region, 

Sent to Jtaxle and thzowe in pꝛiſon. 


By way of treatpthe ſtoꝛy who liſt (ee, 

Al concluded bnder falle creaſon, 

with Guilltam take were hys ſuſters tee 
Vys en put out fo: moze concluſton, 

He perpetually damned to pꝛiſon, 

Died in pouerre,loſt hys enheritaunce, 
Loe here the fine of wozldly variaunce, 


Ferther to wzite as John Bochas began, 
Akter that Suilliam was put frd his realme 
To hym appered Suido Luſignan, 

Choſe afoze to be kingof Hietuſalem, 
whoſe knightly fame ſhone like p ſùne beme 
which by dis nobleſſe he whilom dyd atteine 
Godfrey pzeſent that was Duke of Lozeine 


But by the Souldon named Saladine, 
He wasenchaſed out of that digntte, 12 


Wooke. Fol. CCvii. 
Al wouldiypompe dꝛaweth to decline. Ok his perſone he had this auauntage, 
So foz the conſtreint ofhys aduetſitie. to al the people he was right acceptable, 
Che perespaſſed of hys pꝛoſperitit. well cõmended in hys klouring age | 
went into Cypꝛe as a fugitite, Ok chere and face andlooke tight amiable, 
What fel after I rede not in hys life, and of his pozt very demure a table (wine 
Called in his gtnneng,ſuch fauoure he hath 
To make his compleint after him came one Of pzinces al very light and ſonne; 
which had ſtand in great perpleritte, | | 
Erle of Bꝛieune, and was calleo John. But off it falleth that a glad moꝛning, 
which afterward was king of the Citte whan Phebus ſheweth her beames clere 4 
Called Jeruſalem,and had alſo pardie, The day ſomtime therup6 lolowing (d 
A tape doughter pong and tender of age, with ſome detke ſkpe is clipſed ol hys light. 
Joined to ſecond Frederik in mariage. Indſemblalythzough Foztunes might, 
| Thys ſayd pztnce by her faiſe variaunce, 
Being that time loꝛd and Emperoure, Fond in her whele ful nopous fel greuites 
was deſirous aboue al other thing, 
Of Hieruſalem to be gouernour, who may furts of foztune appeace (plein 
Andof Scicile to be crowned king, Her troubly waues to make th? calme and 


which alderla(t foꝛ hys ſubril wertzing. 
Conſtreimed was doun fro that partye, 
To be a captein fozſooth in Lumbarope. 


where men moſt truſt they find moſt diſeaſe 
where double cozages ſtand in no certecrs 
I tning day is oft meint with teine. 


Thus ot Frederik the great briſtableneſe, 


¶ Ot henrpe the eldeſt ſonne of Frederik 
the lecond, miſchieted by hys father, 


¶ The. xrittt Chapter. 


Ext to Bochas troked, halt c ſiche 
one called Henty came koꝛ to plein 
| The eldeſt ſonne vnto Frederthe, 
which by ſiekene ſſe had felt great peine. 
Megre and pale. contract in euery veyne, 
Of whole langoure the chief occaſion, 
was that he lay ſo long time in pzteſon, 


Ilhys diſeaſe and great aduerſitie. 
pcauſed was fo ſhoꝛt concluſion, 

By hys fathers froward crueltte, 

As Bochas after makethmencion, 
Ind thys Henry by genersccon. 
Sonne vnto Frederik like as it is foude, | 
I meane Frederik called the ſecond, 


Cbrs ſayd Henty by diſſent of line, 
Df Scicile firſt was crowned king: 
Ind ol Hieruſalẽ whale renoun did ſhine, 
Thzough many a land at hys begmninge. 
— — werking. 

In al hys werke s and iu y auoꝛable.. 


Some bookes ſep he was taken s 


hath bzought his (one in miſchiet z diſire lle 
This Frederik ſet vp in a great fauoure, 


© Bythe Popes diligent buſineſle, 


Unto theſtate lift vp of Emperoure, i 
but dis hate ful froward dnkindries 
Of cagerile fell into ſuch exceſſe, 

Toke vpon him Patrimony toguye, 

of Chztltes church that part to occupte. 


Fell in the Popes indignaeien, _. 
Counſayle noz tteaty might none auatle, 
But of malice and falſe pzeſumpcion, 

Caſt with the Pope to haue a great datade, 
The ſayd Henry hys facher gan counſaple; 
Agein the church to doe no violence, 

But hym ſubmtt with humble obedtence, 


This ſtrife @urtng atwene theſe gret eſtas 
Frederik made hysſdne to be accuſed (tes 
Tohym ofcrime Leſ Maieſtatis 


would not ſuffre (he ihoulo ve accuſed, 


But like a man maliciouily refuſed, 
Bybysfathers curſed falſe treaſon, 
He was commaunded to dye in pzifart. 


To hys father.of dome ey ar” = 


The ninth 


But lite a man paſſed ſozowe and thought 
which to hys life had none aduertence, 
Furiouſlp and with great Veolence, 

Is de was lad alas, on bozſbacke, 

rs hozſe fell doun 4 fo his necke he bzake 


Some bookes rehearſe of hym and ſeyne, 
bys father toke agein him occaſion, 

And whan he had long in chepnes le ns, 
At great miſchtete he dyed in patſon, 

Ind ſome ſay howe that he fel doun, 

Oka bzidge Bochas rehearſeth here, 

and dzouned was in a depe Kiuere. 


CZ commendacton of Bochas of ſuch as 
be kind to their kturede, 


C The.xxv.Chapter, 


Ext in oꝛdꝛe min autour did hes cure 
To make a ſpectal commendacton, 
O ot ſuch as be diſpoſed by nature, 
Indby their kindly inclinacton. 
as bloode requireth and generacion, 
To acqutite them ſelf,m wil, i dede 
without fetning vnto rhetr kintede. 


Specially that none bnkindneſſe, 

Be fcundin them foꝛ none aducrſite, 

To conſider of natural gentleneſſe, 

to them oppʒopʒied is met cy and pite. 

And to auoyde the falſe duplecite, 

Chat was in Fredertk which ſo bnkindlp, 
Lete (lea hys ſonne that called was Hery. 


Pitte is appꝛopꝛied to kinrede, 

Father and mother by diſpoſicton 

To cherilhe their chtldzen and eke kede. 
tyl ſeuen pere paſte, lawe maketh mencion, 
And as they be bound of naturall reaſon, 
That time paſſed theit tẽ dʒenes to encline, 
Unto Foztune by vertuous diſeiplyne, 


Than afterward in their Adoleſcence, 

Uertuouſly to teach them and chaſtiſe, 

Noh them in doctrine and ſcience, 

Foltre in vertue vices to deſpiſe, 

Forwhan ef game ih bangt 
ygtnne in 

Gladly after they doe none — 


As it longeth to euerp gentle ume, 
And blood ro pal by kendly Jafluence, 

to favze and modze ſhew them eit bentgne 
Of humble hearte doe them reuereute. 

ape to remembae in thetr aduertence, 

On ſyx punces that wzought the tontrary, 
Fo; which Foztune was thetr aduerſarye. 


Euertch to other found was bnkend, 
u curſed bloode ma be no kindneſle, 
one ſauoureth tre and rind, 
The frutte alſo beareth of the tre witaeſſe, 
and ſemblably the fathers curſedueſſe, 
With moztall (weoꝛd in nature repzouable, 
Age pne the child is oft ſeen veageable, 


Among which Bꝛutus is rekened one, 
Next in oꝛdꝛe foloweth Panltus, 
Ciough thetr chudꝛẽ by recozde eucrichone, 
bilp, Wanlus,and alſo Caſſius, 
nd cruel Herodes fell and malicious. 
Frederik alſo moſt vengeablye, 


Slcugh his lonnt that called was Henry, 


Thys Frederik being aye contrarpe, 
toward hys ſon not gracious noz 


benigne. 
From holy church vagoodly he gan varye, 
and thereagein frowardiy maligne, 
Indie a man obſtinate and vndigne. 
Died actutſed thzough miſgouernaunce, 


without confeſſion oz repentaunce. 


C Howe Manfreve of tn 
ck — — 


C The.xxvt.Chaprer. 
Ext to Bochas of Naples came 
the king, | 
Begaane hys fall and compleynt 


lpecyfye, 
Called Panfrcede,x foz hys falſe werking, 


Put doun and ſlatne becauſe of bys tiriny 
Loe what auatleth ſcepter a regalye, 
to a tyꝛaunt which of violence, 

Liſt to godward haue none aduertence. 


with loke doun eaſt dedly pale ol chere. 
Ok Sardinia Euetus next came doun, 
WW 


Pow he warteyed agayn the mighty town, In her chaunges atwene frenve and fo, 
Called Bononta to his confuſion, ed them dye at miſthiekboth two. 
by thẽ vanquiſhed # wich cheynes rounde, 
Dyed in pulon ſo long he lay there bound. ¶ Howe Charles kyng of Jeruſalem 
and of Scitile foz anarice and ad: 
Folowing myne auto: called Bochas John uoutrye dyedat miſchiefe, 
In Dardtnia as he maketh mynde, 
Serpent noz wulle in that londe is none, ¶ The. xxbu. Chapter. 
Hauing a well which ot very kunde. 
Theues epen the water maketh blinde, Fter theſe toꝛeſayd rehearſed 
to true folke as he doth diuine, in ſentence, 
water therof is helth and medicine. As Bochas p;oceadeth en his ſiyie, 
came noble Charles vnto his pꝛeſente, 
{There groweth alſo an herbe as bokes ſay, kyng of Jeruſalem and alſo of Scictle, 
Which that is ſo ders of nature. Ofwhoſe commg mine auto: a gret whyle; 
who caſteth therof he (hall dye, Aſtonyed was to ſee his knightly face, 
No medicine may helpe them nozrecure, Mith ſuch good chere come into plate. 
the touche therof ſtant eke tn anenture, 
Jett enter his mouth on any ſyde. Fo: by bis poꝛt who that beheld hym wele, 
He ſhall alue foz laughter not abide. Conſidzed firſt his loke and his viſage, 
t ſempt he trade bpon Foztunes whele, 
There was another froward Frederſke, nd of his noble martial courage, 
ſonne of Zlphonce that was king of Caſttle Had of her power gotten auauntage, 
Of courage woode and eke franttke, -< Shevoyng bhymſelf on eche partie, 
His owne bzother falſly to beguyle, Het and her might dyd vtterip defpe. 
Began a watre laſtyng but a whyle 
whole purpoſe was bis bꝛother to decem, Lili to commend his royall hye linage, 
And the croune of Caſtile to recepue. Andok his vertuous famous alltaurice, 
As by waiting and pꝛayſyng of language 
This Frederike came with a great battaile The name of hym ſpeccally to auaunce, 
Agapn bis bꝛother fo2 the fame entent, Seyth he was bozne ofthe bloud of Fraũce 
Oe his purpoſe pet he dyd faile, And to encreaſe moze ſouetainly his pꝛyſe, 
Godnoz Foztune wer not of aſſent, wzitethhe was bzother vnto ſamnct Lowes 
take in the field and by tudgement, n 
Ot bis bꝛother foꝛ his great treſpate, Gaue to Fraunce this commendacion. 
Slayn openly had no better grace, So as Phebuspaſſetheche other ſtarre, 
| Bight ſo that kyngdom tn tompartſon, 
Maumetus ot Perce lozde and kyng, Paſſeth euerylonde both nye and fare? 
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oztune ptteouſlp plaming. ozit tranſcen n peate by pꝛouidence 
His aduet ſitte dyd hym ſo tonſtre pne. Ind in warre by knightiy excellence, ' Jy 
Foz there was one whichathim did diſdetn * 
Called Argones voyde of title oꝛ ligne, — Theſe wozdes be not take out ot mine auto: 
Gein Maumetus pꝛoudiy gan maligne. But entitled here fo: a cemembꝛaunce, 
By one Laurence which was tranſtatour, 
Whiche Argones foz his pꝛeſumpcion, Ok this pzocelſe to commend Fraunce, 
take at mil chiet᷑ by ſodein violence To pnyſe that fond was al his pleafaunes 
His dome was gruen to dye in pꝛieſon. Se yth influence of that ropal ſonde, 
Ok no power to make no teſiſlente. Made Charles ſo wozthyof his honde. 
But Foztune that can no difference, | Do.t, Ok 


The ninth 
Ok whole nobleſſe Pope Urban had toe. Noble Charles with knightly there x face, 


Hym to encreaſe foz vertuous lung, 

ich that time was Duke of Angeop. 
After cholen of Sticile tobe kyng. 
Of Pope Urban requtred by 


toward Rome that he ſhould hym dꝛeſſe, 
Ot kung Manfrede the titanny toppꝛeſle. 


Again the and holy churches right, 
this ſayd Mauftede dyd great extozcion, 
Noble Charles as gods owne knyght, 
came with ſtrong hand bp to Rome towne 
which in his comming gaue poſſeſſion, 

to Guido of Mounttoꝛt foz to haue the gard 
in his paſſage and gouerne the vawward. 


To Rome with great oꝛdinaunte, 

thet paſſedouer the boundes of Jtayle, 

this maniye knight , this Charles bozne in 

— with him —— battaile (Fratice 
Popes enmp p to aſlayle. 

But al this while to ſtonde at defence, 

this ſayd Charles found no reſiſtence. 


Enteing Rome tobe their pꝛotectour, 
Ful wel recetued at hes firſt entryng, 
choſe and preferred fo: chief Senatour, 
By the Pope moſt glad of his commyng, 
Of Scicile was akter crouned kyng, 


And ofHieruſalem as made is mencon, 


Gzaunted to bym full poſſeſſion. 


Which in his ginnyng bare him tho lo wele 
entring that londe as. knyghtly apparadle 
Of Caſinegate firſt the ſtrong caſtele, 

At Beneuent had a great battayle, 

with king Manfrede whole partte did faile 
To-rchearſe ſhoꝛtly his auenture, 
Charles made on hym a diſcomfiture, 


Juiwhich battaile king Mifrede was ſlatn 
Sheer Komains wer full glav.nd hene 
8 wer and fayne, 
pet in Hcicle there was rebellion, 
But thet wer bzought vnto ſubiecttou, 
onta dene tecoꝛd of al witing, 
zonue of Conrade clapmed to be kyng. 


Gan make | toke 
— prany 1 — mac 


wan his nobleſſe ſhone moſt 


Fyll vpon hym made him fo; to klee. 
Indto ſetreſt tn the countree, 


to auocde trouble and make al thing certam 
Gaue «dgement Contadine to be ſlapn, 


kenges notable and glozious, 
Charles was put (as made is mention) 
tke a punce ſrong and victoztous, 
n ful peaceable and whole poſſeſſion, 
Df Seicile and al chat region 
Againſt whom was no diſobeiſsunce, 
pelded ol whole heart to his gouernaunce, 


By titie alſo of his alltaunre, 

Foztune greatly did hem magutfie, 

Foz as it is put in remembꝛaunte, 

The noble pꝛinceſſe that called was Marte 
doughter to Stephene teigning ta Huͤgare 
ptopned was and knit in mariage. 

to Charles ſonne to encreale of his linage. 


(This ſame Charles by auctoꝛttte, 


Ok the Pope ſo as hym liſt to oꝛdapn. 
mas made king ofthe great citte. 


called Hieruſ alem ot᷑ townes molt ſouerayn 
By which title he bare crounes twapne, 
His bzother Lowes olde bookes ſate, 


the lame time in Egipt gan warrep, 


Gate al ths cvuntreps about environ, 
whech that Sarazins did falſlyorccupye, 
B3oughtthem agayn to ſubietcion, 

Of Hieruſalem thatlondto magnify, 


Chartage en Iffrike wich all their regalye, 
and al the tountreis bepergafozne contrary 
to kyng Charles became tetbutatie. 


Thus whaehe ſate digheſt in his alo2we, 
like Phebus ſhining in his mddayſphere. | 
with many cõqueũ and many great victozy 


The lame time with a frownpng chere, 


Foztune gan from Charles turne her face, 
And hym beraft her fauour and het grace. 


This ladyFoztune doth ſeeld in one cõtunt 

She is ſo giertſhofcondicion, 

A ſozcereſſe, a traytouteſſe in commune 

caſt a faiſe meane to his deſtruccion, D 
ne 


bzight a clere | 


Booke. 


One okhis ſonnes ſlayne with poyſon, 
which did eclipſe mine autour doth expzeſſe 


I full great partie of his olde gladnes. 


he was diſclaundzed of the great bice, 
Which appcreepneth vuto tirannye, 

I meane the vice of froward auarice, 
which is contrary greatly to chualtie, 
Defamed alſo of falſe aduouttte. 

which was ſuſtemed thzough tis matntep» 
within p 16d vy a knight of Fradice, (natice 


The ſame knyght abidyng in his houſe, 
all Scicile troubled with that dede, 

the great offence was ſo diſclaunderous, 
Though al the te gion þ it began to ſpzede « 
Foz thilke woman plainly as I rede, _ 
was wife to one whiche ſuffred this oTcee 
And tobe venged he dyd his diligence, 


John Pꝛetida pl aynly was his name, 
which caſt him fully aue nge d foz to be, 

that king Charles ſhould beate the blame, 
| ſlaynalthe Frenche men ß bode in ß colitce 
Without grace,mercye oz pitte, 

And foꝛ to do ful execution, 

Kequired was the kyng of Aragon. 


Loſt of Scicile al that region, | 
with the obeyſaunce of many great citie, 
Ind ok Hieruſalem the poſſeſſion, 

Fill by pꝛoceſſe in great aductſitie, 

Ind laſt conſtte ned with greuous pouertie 
To god moſt mekely with full heauy there, 
Doone to be dead this was his pꝛapete. 


Suppꝛiſe d he was with ſo2ow in his cozage 
Loſt his foꝛce.t᷑yil in to maladie, 
Langutſhed fozth till he gan fall in age, 
Again Foztune tound no remedy, 

And vy occaſion of falſe anuoutrie, 

Fill to miſchief,and foz ſoꝛow and d2ede, 


Fol. Cx. 
A lkenes ſhewed in this tragebre. 
Expert m Charles the to2y doth wel pzcue; 
pouth and age reckoned eche parte, | 
the kapꝛe day men do pzayſe at eue. 


The noble fame of his freſh gtnnyng, 

To ſainct Lowes he was nigh of ali pe, 
Tight wife, right manl y. vectuous of liuyng 
called fo: kntohthode floure of chwalrie, 
Tyll mainte naunte of aduoutree, 

came into his courte to hurte his name any 
His life. his death put in ieopardye, (greue 
The fayze dap men do pꝛayſe at eue. 


Like deſettes men haue their guerdoning 
UVertuous ly te doth pzinces magnikpe, 

the contrary to them is great hindzyng, 
Folke expert the trouth may not dente, 
Serche out the re warde of curſed ſecherp, 
where it is vſed p houlyold maye not pꝛeue 
In this matter to Charles haue an ipe, 
The faire day to pꝛaiſe toward eue. 


Noble pꝛintes al vices eſchewyng. 
our high courages let teaſon modefie, 
withdzaw pour hond fco riotous watchyng, 
Flee fleſhiy luſtes and bitious company, 
Oppꝛeſſe no man,dono ttranny, 
Suttour the nedy , pooze folke do t I ue, 
Let men repozt the pꝛudent pollic ie, 

Ok pour laſt age whan it dꝛaweth to eue. 


COfHugoline Erle of Piſe ſlain in puſd. 


¶ Che. xrvni. Chapter. 


Fter Charles ſio rad the woful fine 
Is pe haue heard the maner # the guiſe 
co John Bothas appeared Hugoline, 
called vehylom the noble Erle of Piſe, 

tyll the Peſanes gan again tim ryſe, 

Moſt vengeably cruel and vnkynde, 


this Charles dyed,no moze ot᷑ hem J cede, ſlough hym in pꝛiſon, nomoꝛe of hum J find 


¶ Len uope. 


Loe. as Phebus in ſome freſh moming. 
ifter Juroꝛa the dap doth clare fie 
Fallethoft that his bzight ſhinvng. 
xderkeds with lome cloudy lkue, 


Sane his childꝛen of hatred md enuye, 

wer murdzed cke in adepe paiſon, 

next with his compleint the king ol Armen 

came tofoze Bochas that called was Afton, 

A chuſten pzince ful famous of cenoun, 

Fozour keith from which he lit not erre, 
Oo. u. Sem 


Sein Tartartans long tyme he 


The ninth 


held great Put on hym manp great outrage, 
(warte. — he had done offence, 
This milp king in kn kul kamous to a Cardinal boꝛne of the linage, 
It was ſhewed, his ſtom who lyſt rede, De columpnis à kinredof reuetente. 
Had a bzother fell and deſpiteous, Fo: which cauſe he kept hym in abſence, 
called Sabath deſirous to ſaccede, out ofthe court dꝛough where he was bome, 
ſteve of his bꝛothet p kyngdome to poſſede, by which occaſtd p Pope his lite hath lozne , 
vy falſe treaſon reued hym of his ryght. 
Kept hymn holde and put out his ſpght De columpnis the linage hath ſo mought. 
toke Bonitace foz his old crueltie, 
This Sabath loſt both happe and grace W gret fozre # power thethaue him bzought 
His other bzother as made is mencion, Unto a caſtle which ſtode in the citie, 
By ſtrong hand put hym from his place, Called Sancti Angeli gaue autozttie, 
Chaſed him out of that region, to a Catdinall, aud by commiſſion, 
tabe by foꝛte and fettred in pziſon, Power to do kull cxecucion. 
Dyed there, no man liſt hym viſite, 
To how god can treaſon and murder quite, Of theſe matters hangyng in balaunce, 


w Pope Bontface the eight was 
takt by p linage De columpnis eate 
his own hondes and died in pꝛteſũ. 


¶ CTye.xxtx. Chapter. 


IWailpiinces thee, 
Which ſhewed them ſo ougly of 


Pope Boatkace by great aduerſitee. 
the eyght of that name gan to appzochnere 
A thouſandthze.C.accompted was p pere. 
Fro Chziſtes birth by computacion 

than that he made his lamentedcton, 


(This ſame Pope canght occaſion, 
which — — kept gouernaunce, 
to —_— ithe _ 

time Philip 
Direct Bulles do done into Conſtaunee, 
to Nicholas made by Boniface, 
Archedeacon of the ſame place, 


Of holy churche the pꝛelates nygh echone, 
Bilhops of Fraunce fellyhaue declared, 
2eupng by potntes many moe than one, 
ua great Scene plainly and not ſpared, 
hym the churche was hurt a not tepared 
put on hym crimes of great miſgouernaũce 
de nounted him enmy to al p londof Fraſice 


I 
2 


atwene parties wet it oO 02 Wong. 
Both of Romains # pꝛelates ckeof 
the Pope ap kept n the caſtle (ſtrong, 
Ok auenture abydyng there not long, 
Fyll in afirre and atterward foz nede, 
Foz hũget cate his own handes as I rede; 


Houre ot his dying it is made mencion, 
about the caſtle was meruetlous lightning 
where the pope lape fettred in pziſon 
none ſuch afozne was ſepn in their liuyng. 
And whyle Bochas was buſy in wityng. 
to waite the fall of this Boniface, : 
the ozderof Tfplers came tofoze his face, 


¶ Howe the oꝛder ol Templers was 
foũded a a number of them bzent. 


tho in Frafie@ wes: 


— 


" 
| 
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Ind olde autours therewithal acco2de, 
Of theſe Templers how the reliaton, 
Gan that time whan Godfrap n, 
Had wonne that noble knightly man, 
Hierulalem that ozder fyzſt began, 


By tertam knightes which did their buſye 
— — was kyꝛſt J wonne (paru 
Bp Godfrapy Duke of — 


Wooke. Fdl.CCx. 
There crouned king this oꝛder they begon TUhich might not by no tondicton, 
Olde booke s well rehearſe konne, Nothyng clayme of that poſſeſſion, 
takyng a ground ot pouertte and mekenes 
to kounde this oʒdet dyd they: buſines. His elder bꝛother occupyed all, 

while this Jacoes but lowe was of degree; 

They begynnyng gan of deuocion. wonder deſirous to be with hym egal, 
the grounde ytake of wil ful pouextpe, Alway put backe by froward pouertie, 
And made kyꝛſt they2 hahitacion, And to ſurmount ik it would be, 
By the temple not tarre from the citte, Fonde out a meane lyke to his deſp2es, 
In token of clennes ſvoozne to chaſtitie, Was choſen mailter of the Templers. 
Ok the temple like to theyz deſy2es, 


toke that name and called wer Templers, 


Pope Honozte gaue them autozitte, 

Ot holy churche beyng that time head, 
A white habite they bare foz chaſtitte, 
Eugentus after gaue them a croſſe of read 
And to defend ptigrimes out of dzead, 

ayn Sara; ins though their high renoun 
this was chief point of their pzokellton, 


Whyle thetltued in wilfull pouertte, 
theſe croſſed knightes in mantelles clad of 
they names ſpꝛed in many far ctitre (white 
Foz in perkection was ſet all their delite, 
Folke of deuocion caught an appetite, 
them foz to encreale gaue them great almes 
by which thei gan encreaſe in great riches, 


By pꝛoceſſe within a feve yeres, 

the number great of their religion. 

And the fame of the ſayd Templers, 

Gan ſpꝛede wyde in many — 

By ſodein ryſyng ok their poſſeſſion, 

with towꝛes dcaſte ls, the gaue the to delices 

appalled in vertue which bꝛought in manpe 
(vices, 

It wer to long koꝛ to reckon them all, 

But among other J fynde there was one 

A manly kritght.folke Jacocs dyd hym cal, 

Gzeat of autoꝛitie among them euerychone 

As Chioniclers remember of yoze agone, 

the which Jacoes in the realme of Fraunce 

Was bozne of bloude to great enheritatice, 


The ſame Jacoes holde a manly knyght 
= his ginnyng kee ih luſty of courage, 
ad a bꝛothet by elder title ofryght, 
Octupped all whole the heritage, 
Becauſe Jacoes ponger was of age. 


Was pꝛomote d by free eleccion, 

By them that ſhould cheſe hym of ryght. 
whereby he had great domination, 

Riches treaſout, great power and might, 
Of his perſon was eke a manly knyghe, 
the ſame time put in remembꝛaunce, 
Philtp la Bele crouned kyng of Fraunte. 


Which had of Jacoes great indignacion, 

to al the Templers and al their chiual tie 
caſt wates to their deſtruccion , 

Gate autontie his luſt to fo:tifye, 

Down fro the Pope bookes ſpecifie, 
Clement the ſixt conciudyng ik he may, 

All the templers deſtroyed them on a dape, 


Foz certayn crimes hozrible to heare, 
Alat once wer ſet in pziſon, 

By their frendes touching this manere, 
counſayled to aſke mercy and pardon, 
That they ſhould by platne confeſton, 
Requyze mercy knelyng on a rowe, 

And as it was their treſpas been aknow, 


Jatoes was take and with him other thzes, 
Kept in hold and to priſon lent, | 
And the remnaunt of their intquttte, 
Ozwavned wer dy open udgement, 

to miqhtie takes to be tied and bzente. 

the king in manet like to do them grate, 
Sothei would conkeſſe their treſpace, 


But alfo2 nought thet wer ſo indurate, 

All of accoade andofone courage, 

to alk? mercy wer obſtinate, 

the fyze ready al with one language, 

whan the flame appꝛoched their viſage, 

Full plainly ſpake cryed piteouſly, 

Ok their actes how thet wer not giltie. 
Oo. iii. Fr o 
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The ninth 


Fro they: tur poſe they liſt not to detime, Firſt Theodoms dozne in the famous Me, 
But with one voyce echone and one ſoune, Bypacience great papnes enduryng, 
Fully affyzmedtyll they dyd fine, chief Philoſopher called ot᷑ Scicile, 
| they2 oꝛder and they; religion, with chetnes bound vpon the ground lying 
grounded was bpon pertectton. On his bodylapde gaddes read 
ndhowe then death verely in deve, Suffryng this peyne liſt tt not refuſe, 


Compaſſed was of malice and hatrede, 


By king Jerom the tyzant of Stracuſe, 


The ſayd Jacoes of whom I ſpahe tofozme Foz common ſuffred all this payne, 
bzought to a place whiche called was Leon, Longtime lping in puſ on. 

toloꝛe two Legates oz that his lite was lozne which by aſſent ol moe than one oz twapne 
All openlp made his confeſſion, was the moſt chief dy conſptracton, 

He was wozthy foz ſhozt concluſion. To bꝛyng the tirant to his deſtruccion, 
Foz to de dead by ryghtfull (ndgement, Foꝛ no payn that he myght endure, 

This was his ende, to aſhes he was bzente« the contatacton he would not diſcure. 


Rather he choſe in mtfchtef fox to dye. 
¶ 'Bcehas here rdmendeth Theodozus than the name openly declare, 
with other two Philoſophers foztheyy Ot hym thatſlough the tirant ſooth to ley, 

notable pactence in toꝛmentes thought of ryght no man ſhould ſpare, 


and aducrlſitte, Fo: common pꝛoktte health and welfare, 

to ſlea a tyzant deming fo; the beſt, 

¶ The.xrxri,Chapter. Alla tegion foz to ſet at reſt, 
Euyng a pple to Phyloſophers Foz which title be liſt to ſuffer death. 

| | thzee, Al his tozment toke moſt paciently, 
a2 Bochas commendeth with great = @Theodostxll he yelded vp the bzeath, 
= dfligence, Gqutched not with noyſe noz loude crye, 
eche of them was in hiscountree, Amid whoſe heart rootedſo facthfully, 


atnly by vertuous excellence, was common pzofite Bochas wute theſame 


Ot olde commended foz their pacience, Among Sciciliens to geat hym a name. 
which may be ſet and erouned in her ſtal. 


As Empereſſe among vertues all, Gzekes alſo commende aboue the ſtarres, 
Anaxarchus and greatip magnifte, 
Mong S cicilians kyzit Theodozus, cauſe that he toſtynt moztall warres, 
02 pactence had in great reuerence, Liſt notſpare to acquite his partie, 
mong Gzekes the ltozy telleth thus, Fn rebukyng manly the ttranny, 
Anaxarchus foz his magvſficence, f Aicocreon the tyꝛant full moztal, 


By fozce of bertue grounded in pacience, KReiguingin Cipꝛe in his eſtate ropall, 
Becauſe he was both bertuous and wyſe 


Foz foueraunce gate him a ſouerayn pzyſe, Spared not nother foz death ne dzede, 


| Dim to rebuke by vertuous language, 
Among Romans put in remembzaunce, 


Sceuola both Philoſopher and knyght Has tong imha0/but he with rg rage 
ceu can , is tonge in halt. but cou 
Foz his marcial hardy conſtaunce, S hel 


aid he ſhould haue none auauntage, 
than that he held amid the flame light, of thar member which mauger al his might 


hand and fingers a the coales bzyght, Had tolde hym trouth in the peoples ſygyt. 
tyll the toyntes fallyng here and ponder, 


From the weſt departed wer a ſonder, Dfhis manace ſet but litle tale, | 
Byt ofyis tonge of hardpe dt ong — 


dl. CCxi. 


Booke. 
Che web tt al on petes ſmall, Unto the death without vartaunee. 
Of mani y heart thought it no damage, Gate the trpumph by ſouecapn excellence, 
— . out into — — * with Lauter crouned foz they; pacteuce 
Ok the tirant gate ſo 
to put his — euermoze in memoꝛie. Lyke as Phebus paſſeth the [tle ſtarre, 
ſt vp tayſed in his midday ſphere, 
Ind Secuola egall to theſe twayne, o this vertue in trouble peace and warre 
Foꝛ common profite by uſt compariſon Called pacience moſt freſhlp doch appere, 
Put dym in pꝛees dyd his buſy paine, Among vertues to ſhewe his beames clere, 
coſlea Pozcenna enmy to Rome towne, Foz pacience knit with humilitie, 
Foz to accompltſhe his entencion, where thet abide there may noue er tout be, 
— Ahis gbr ale at be — ant, 15 Ttranntes heartes this vertue doth appefe 
Wit c 5 
5 Modefleth they; ttuell fell woodnes, 
Of his marke becauſe he dyd fayle, Kage of Lions who liſt liue in eaſe, 
toſlea his eumy after his entent, Ok kolke pꝛoſtrate his malice doth repzeſſe, 
which in Tuſkan with many lrongbataile All our ioye gan fy2ſt with mekenes, 
Getn Romans with his kntghtes went, Foꝛ ot Juda the hardy ſtrong Lion, 
Thts Sceuola his owne hand he bzent, a maidens mekenes fro heauẽ bzought dof 
Cauſe that he fayled of his arte, 
toſlea Pozſenna with caſtyng of his datt. In battaile and mightie ſtrong ſheltrons, 
dutſe with ſuffrance winneth the victozp 
To declare the foꝛte ot his manhede, pactence vanquiſheth champtons, 


Upon hymſeclf auenged fo2 tobe, 

As Jhaue tolde in dught coales rede, 
Dis hand he bzent foꝛ loue ot his citie, 
Onelp to acquite his magnantmttie, 

Ok keruent loue his citte to auaple, 

to ſlea the tiraunt cauſe that he dyd fayle. 


Thus foz to put the maretall fuffraunce, 
Ot theſe noble phdlolophers thee, 

n perpetual minde and remembzaunce, 
they them quite eche like his deare, 
Foꝛ their pute partie bnto the commonte, 
cauſe al their tope and then inward delite, 
Was foz auaile of the common pzofite, 


Fyzſt Theodozms put hymſelf in pzces, 
Foz Sciciltens to die in puſon. 

And foz Gzekes noble Anaxarches, 
His tonge tozne feltgreat paſſion, 
And Sceuola foz Romains and thetr town 
Suffred bis hande by ſhozt auiſement, 
Ok very trouth in coles to be bzent, 


I martirdom it was in they: manere, 

of theyz courage to haue ſo great conſfaſice 
Wer ſo ſtable of heart, body and chere, 

Foz common pꝛolite of face and colitenaiice 


Lownes in vertue by many old Hiſtozie, 
And mekenes perpetuall ot memoꝛpe, 
All to conclude grounded on reaſon, 

a maidẽs mekenes wzought our redemptid 


CLenuoye, 


Ertue of vertues O noble pdctence, 
W laurer crouned fo: bertus coſtice, 
Laude, honoꝛ pute aud reuerence, 
Be poue tothe pztnees of moſt pleaſante, 
Moſt renoumed byolde remembzaunce, 
Df whom the myghtie marceall armure, 
gapn all vices lengeſt may endure, 


D 


Gzound and gynnyng to ſtonde at defence 
Igiyn Sathans infernali putſſaunce, 


- Laureat Quene where thou att in peſTes 


Fozeyn outrages haue no gouernaunce, 
codutt , headſpung of plenteous habildatice 
Chaiſtall well celeſttallof figure, 

gayn al vices which lengeſt may endure, 


Chief foundereſſe byſouerayn excellence, 
of ghoſy buyidyng and ſpiritual ſubſtance 
Empereſſe of moſt magnificence, 

with heaue np ſptrites next of alliaunce, 


With lite euerlaſting thy trifiphes to auaũce 
And toy eternall thy nobleſſe to aſſure, 
in the Jureat thzone perpetually to cdure, 


The Jerarchies there beyng in pꝛeſente. 
W who bumilttie hath ſouerem acquatntace 
where O ſanna with deuoute diligence, 
Jsſonge of Jungels by long continuance 
Tofoꝛe the thʒone keping their obſeruance 
ſine Sanctus Sanctus reco2de of ſcripture, 
with voice memozial perpetually to endure 


The bꝛenning loue of Cherubin by ferufce 
Perkit in charitte and diligent obeyſaunce, 
And Seraphtn with humble obedience, 
and oꝛders nine by heauenly concozdaunce, 
domtnacions with vertuous attendaunce 
afoze the Trinitie ſyng freſhly by meaſure, 
with voice memoxtall perpetually to edure, 


Suffrice of Patnins hath but an apparfce 
Done fo: vainglozy hangyng in balaunce, 
But Chꝛiſtes martirs tn very exiſtence, 
Liſt again tirauntes make no repugnanre, 
Rather dye than done god diſpleaſaunce, 
ſhewed in no mtrrour;ltkenes,noz picture, 
take ful poſſeſſtũ fo euet  Chaiſt to foure, 


Suffraunce foz vertue hath p pꝛeeminẽce, 
Of them that ſet in god their affiaunce, 

Keco2de of Stephen,Utneent #Laurence 
Bleſſed Edmonde by long perſeaeraunce, 
Suff red fo2 our faith victoztous greuance 
kyng,mayde, and marttr.a palme to recure, 
in the heauenly court perpetually to foure, 


And foꝛ to ſet a maner difference, 

Jn Bochas boke told euery circumſtaunce, 
How fo2 our faythj by full great violence, 
Diuers ſatnctes haue ſuffred gret penaũte 
Stable of thetr chere,viſage ⁊ countenatice 
Neuer to varye fo: none auenture, 

uke Chziſtes chãpions perpetually to Toure 


Whoſe feundacton by notable pzoutdence, 
grounded on Chʒiſt thetr ſoules to auaunce 
graue in therrheartes # in thetx conſcience 
voiding al trouble of wozldly pertutbaunce 
chaũges of Foztune with her double chaũce 
loued god and dzead aboue eche creature, 


The ninth 


In hope with hym perpetually to endure, 


¶ Dow Philip la Beale king of fraunce 
was llayne with a wilde boze,and 
ok his the ſonnes and they; 
endynges. 


¶ The. xxxu. Chapter. 
Han Bochas had wzittenof 


pactence, 

It Ind commended the vertue of 
lufraunce, 

Philip la Beale came to his preſence, 

Fifth of that name crouned kyng of Fratiice 

gan complayn his vnhappy chaunce, 


And on Foztune of cuſtome that can varye, 
whirhe was to hym cruel aduet ſarpe. 


Wounded he was and with a greuous ſoꝛe 
gan his complet int to Bochas determine, 
Howe he was ſlapne ofa wilde boze 

In a fozeſt which called is Champayne, 
told howe he was laundzed and al his line, 
once in Flatiders W many a woꝛthy knight 
viquiſhed offlempnges 3 felly put to flight 


Pꝛoceading farther gan touch of his linage 
How tn his time he Had ſonnes thee, 
Lowes , Philip. and Charles yonge ofage, 
The fourth Robert alſo adoughter had he, 
Called Jſabel right excellent of beaute, 
The ſapd Robert the ſtozy is wel couth 
which that dyed in his tender pouth. 


To this ſtop who leſt haue good regarde, 
the ey2cumſtaunce wiſelp to diſcerne, - 
Pts doughter Jſabell was wedded to Ede 
Carnaruan ß boke ſo doth vs lerne (ward 
this pong Philip wedded in Nauzrne, 

the kynges doughter a ſtately martage. 
called Jane vohyle ſhe was tender of age. 


The ſame Philip after crouned kyng 
Df Nauerne,hes father of aſſent, 
Fiue lonnes he had in his liuyng. 
Ok which fiue as in ſentment, 

Thze in number be ryght pertinent, 
tothe matter whoſo liſt to looke, 
And the pꝛoceſſe of the ſame booke, 


The 


Booke. 


The elde ſt ſonne called was Lowes, 

To wohom his father gaue poſſeſſion, 

Of Nauerne becauſe that he was voyfe,.” 
Foz to gouerne that noble region, 

Philip his bzother foz his high renoun, 
was afterwarde by juſt enheritaunce 

And rightful title crouned kyng of Fratice; 


The thirde bꝛother was by title of ryght, 
madeEcle of March # named was Charles 
Eche of them tn the peoples ſyght, 

wer famous hold and paſſing of great p2iſe 
And fo: they wer right manly # rtght wyſe 
Philip and Charles toke in tender age, 
theErles doughtre of Burgoin in martage 


But as the ſtoꝛp rehearſeth in certain, 

to theyʒ nobleſſe Foztune hadenuy, 

And by amaner of malice and dil dapne, 
Bought in by pꝛoceſſe vpon the partee, 

Ok their two wtues froward aduoutree , 
tauſyng the death of all theſe pzincesthaee, 
whan they moſt floured in theit felicitee, 


Aſter thele the pzinces glozious, _ 

tofozx Bochas to ſhe w his entent. 

I mightte Duke notable and famous} 

came to compleine, Charles of Tarent. 

which in his time to Flozence went, 

to make peace in his ropall eſtate, 

twene Guelphes # Gibellines 
te. 

The ſaid Charles boꝛn of p bloudot᷑ fraũce 

A manly knight the ffozy doth deuiſe, 

by whoſe bnhappy fatal froward chaunte. 

In the warres betwene Flozence and Pſſe 

On hozſbacke ſitting in knightly wiſe, 

hurt with an arow fil low down to p groũd 

whereby he caught his laſt fatal wound. 


A man of armes beyng a ſouldiour 

with the Piſanes wer it wzong 03 ryaht, 
Ok falſe diſdayne that day did his labour, 
to treade on Charles in the peoples ſight, 
whan he laygruffe,wherfoze he was made 
by their Captain toꝛ a maner pꝛide, (knight 
which gouerned the Gibellines ſide, 


And in his ũudy with ful heaupchere 
whyle John Bochas bode ſtill on his ſete, 


Fol. CCxii. 
To hym appeared and gan appꝛoche nere: 
Dauntes of flozente the laureat Poete, 
with his dit es and Bhyethoztkes ſwete, 
Demure of looke fulfilled with pactence, 
with a viſage notable of renerence, 


whã Bochas ſaw him vp6 his fete he ſtode 
And to mete him he toke his pace full right, 
with great renerence auatled cap 4nd hoode 
to hymſapd with humble chere and ſyght. 
O clereſt ſunne.day ſtarre #ſourrayn light 
Ok our citie which called is Flozence, 
Laude vnto thee, honour and teuerence. 


Thou haſt enumtned Itaſle # Lumbatdye 

with Laureate ditees in thy flouryng dates 

Gzounde and gynning of pꝛudent policte, 

mong Flozentines ſuffredſt great affraies 

As golde pured pꝛoued at al aſſayes, 

In trouth madeſt mekely thy ſctf lltong 
02 common pzofit to ſuſtet payn ⁊ wꝛong. 


O noble Pocte touching thy mattere, 
Yow Flozentines to thee wer bnkynde, 

I wyll remember and wztte with good chere 
thy piteous exyle and put here in mynde, 
Na ( quod Daunt)here Cant one behpave, 
Duke of Athens turne toward him thy ſitle 


- Dis vntouth ſtozy bztefly to comptle, 


And il thou liſt do me this pleaſaunce, 
Todeſcriue his knightly ercellence, 

I wyll thou put his lite in remembzaunce, 
How he oppzeſſed by mightie violence, 
this famous cttte which called is Flozence, 
By which ſtozpplainly thou ſhalt ſee, 
Which wer frendes and foes to that citee. 


And whech were able foꝛ to be excuſed, 

Ik the trouth be clearely appercecued, 

And wheeh wer woꝛthy to be refuſed, 

By whom the citte ful kalſip was decetued. 
the cyzcumlaunces notably concemed 

To reckon in oder by euerpſyde, 


which ſhould be chaſed # whech ſhould abide 


CHow Duke Ganlter of Athens fox 
hys tyzannye, lecherye , and coz 
wetiſe ended in unlchiefe, _ 


cch⸗ 


The ninth 
CThe.xrri«. Chapter, came fro Naples down into Flozence, 


F=# Nd v'han Bochas knew all The Flozentines helde kpꝛſt a parlamente. 
ide entencion, Foz the ſaluacion andgardof they citie, 

Ot the ſayd Daunt he caſt hom By great pzudence and great auiſement, 
>DE anone right, Dfluch as wer higheſt of degree, 

Co odey his maiſter as it was reaſon, By one aſſent they gaue the ſoueraintte, 

Coke bis penne, and as he caſt his ſyght, them to gouerne hopyng to their encreaſe, 
A litle a ſyde, he ſawe no maner wight, with ſtatutes made both foz warte ⁊ peace, 

Sauc Duke Gaulter of all that long daye, 

fo; Daunt vnwarely vaniſhed was away. Che greateft ſtates rulers of the towne, 

called Magnates tho dapes in ſoothnes 


his ſayd Gaulter buetlp to pꝛotede, To Gaulter gaue this dominacion 
Like as it is put in remembzaunce, Ok entent the commons to oppꝛe ſſe, 
touching his line and his royall kenrede, And marchantes to ſpoyle ot the ꝑʒ riches, 
Pe was deſcendedof the bloude of rate, ſtrepne men ok crat᷑t by toward violence, 


By long pꝛoteſſe and kntghtly puruepaſice, Again they: libertics vſed in Flozence, 
Pts father fyʒſt by diligent labour, 
Of Athens was Lozde and gouernour. The people al way in a wayte lying, 
to be teſloꝛed vnto the it libertie, 
Stode but a whyle in clere poſſeſſton, gan grutche ſoꝛe among themſelfpleining 


Gzekes to hym had ful g:eatenuy, Foz great extozcion done to they citie, 

caſt of aſſent foz to put hym down, The great alſo of moſt autozitie, 

And dep2tue hym ol that famous Duchte, — eue t to ſuffer Gaulter repgne, 

To their entent a leyſute they dyd pie, than theit exacctons to modefy oz teſtreyn. 

Toke hym at miſchiet᷑ quaking in his dꝛede 

Ok hype deſpite in haſt ſmet of his hede. The ſayd Gaulter in full ſubtil wyſe. 
Bpa kalſe maner of ſimul acion, 

Upon whoſe death auenged foz to be. Enmy in heart vnto they; Fraunchſſe, 

this ſayd Gaulter with mightie apparaple, All that he wzought foz ſhozt couciuſion. 

caſt he would aſtege that citie, was done onelp to their deſtructton, 

But of his purpoſe long he dyd fayle, with a pꝛetente fepned of frendlyhede, 

And in this whyle with many ſtrong batayle To his pꝛomtſe contrary ay was the dede. 

two mtghtee pztnces wer come doun of Pale 

Laide a ſiege to Luke in knightly wiſe, Clambe vp by p2oceſſe to full hye eſtate, 

By fexued ſpeach and ſubtill flatterye, 


Flozentinesto Luke wer fanourable In his hcart were pompous and elate, 
And to deltuer the ſiege from the towne, his wozkyng outwatd no man coulbe eſpye, 
with multitude al innumerable, Lite and litle dzough to his partie, 


made oꝛdinaũiee 4 knightty thei came down Chat to ecclude ſhoztly fo; to ſay, 
which turned after to the ir veſtruecdbon, Al Flozence his luſtes did obey, 
Foz it fel ſoof moztal auenture, 
On Flozentines fpil the diſcomfeture, Gan ſubtelly pleaſe the commontte, 

| Fo; to accompliſh kalſip his deſyzes, 
The noyſe and fame ofthis great batayle, Made pꝛomile to encreaſe they; libertte. 
Gan ſpzede farre by repozt of language, to ſuchas wer froward ofinaners, 

n Lum dardte, and thzoughout al Jtaple, Made an othe to deſtrope theyꝛ officers, 

ſouldtours luſty of courage. But they would ot they; free voluntie, 


And among other fetnyng a pilgrimane, raunte bnto t ubertie. 
the ſayd Gaulter by vnware — , —_ Gzeater 


Booke. 


Gzeater power and domenacton, 
to encreaſe his might vpon euetp ſide, 
Gan manace the greateſt ofthe towne, 
And day by daye encreaſe in his pzide, 
Felly he gan felly he dyd abyde, 
thereupon kept cloſe in their entrayle, 
the Flozenttnes greatlygan meruayle, 


In this whyle there was one Reyner, 
Ok great autoztie and of great reuerence, 
Am ſargeant and a great officere, 
to e biddyng obeyed al Flozence, 
with Gaulter accozded in ſentence, 
with s had ſluſt ed eche holtrie, 
Foz to ſuſteme of Gaulter the partie, 


Ind traytourly foꝛ to foxtifie, 
the entent of Gaalter fell and ambitious. 
To haue the ſtate oniy by tiranny, 

As their chtef lozd,froward andſurquedous 
to retgne in Flozence the caſe was perilous 
vohan two tirauntes be both ot one aſſent, 
with multitude to accompliſh their entente. 


Which thing cõſidzed by their gouernours 
Ind Magnates called in the cite, 

whan they found among them no [uccours 
to remedy their great aduerſitie, 

Fill to accozde of neteſſitie. 

Gaue their aſſent without vaxiaunte, 
that Gaulter ould haue al p gouernaũce. 


Ind condiſtended they wer to this iſſue, 
that Gaul ter ſhould in all his beſt wiſe, 
Upon the body be ſwozne of Chatlt Jeſu, 
them toreſtoze vnto they? fraunchfle, 

Uſed of olde and foz no couetiſe, 

From his pꝛomiſe foz life ne death decl ne, 
As the conuencion the court uſt to termine. 


— was blowe a trumpet, 

oz to aſſemble the ſlates of the towne, 

A parlament holde, Baulter firſt was ſet, 
And to pzonounce the conueneon, 

with euery parcel entitled by reaſon, 

Like their accozde declaryng anon rygbt, 
Stode bp a vocate in the peoples ſight, 


With men of armes in ſtele armed bzight, 
Unto their palace chiefe and pzincipal 


Fdl. C Citi. 
Che layd Gaulter conueped anon ryght, 
Set in a ſeat moſt ſtately and ropall. 
the people with voice memoꝛial. 
trie loude concluding in ſentence 
Gaulter foz cuer was chief lozde of floꝛẽ e:. 


Toke in the palace full poſſeſſion, 

there burſt none agayn it make ſtrife, ' 
G2auntedto hym the domtnacion, 

of al the cafe about enuiron, 
Tuſkan.Jurettum,and Caſtle Flozentine, 
with al Lozyvſhips to mounte Apennine. 


As ye have heard,Gaulter thus began, 


p his owne furious drutnayle, 

ayde he was boꝛne to be lozdof Tuckau 
with a great partie alſo of Itayle. 

tolde he was lad and conueyed by a quayle 
Saide euermoze wer it right oꝛ wzong, 
that was the ſentence of the byꝛdes ſong, 


Che ſame bade bought him kit to Flozfcs 
Al the way afoze hym toke his flyght, 

with ſoote ſingyng dyd hym reuetente, 
Hye in the ayze of glad and light 
would neuer parte out of his ſyght, 

Gaue htm tokens to ſet his heart at pꝛe, 


That of Flozente de ſhouldbe lo de a lyꝛe. 


The ſame birde he bare in his deuiſes, 

Ful richelyenbzauded with perrey, 

toke vpon hpm many great empuſes, 

As chteke lozde of Flozence the titte, 

Sate in tudgement, gouerned the cofitrey, 
dzough to him flatterers à folke þ could pe 
Daudes, Nidaudes. where he might thẽ eſpy 


Df that citte toke merueſlous truages, 
Jecrocheth:tohym richeſſes of the rowne 
Ok lechery vſedgreat outrages, 
Ok inapdens,vwtues, made none excepceion 
vopde of merey grace and cemiſſton, 
Found quarels foz to be vengeable, 

that to rehearſe it is abhommable. 


where he hateth,merciles he ſleeth, 
— ————— 
cried vengeaunee about in other citie 4 


The ninth 
F03 tyꝛannp done in thefr countrees, tofoze the palace in Saulters ſigh « 
whiche was cauſe of great dilcencion, 
And of their eite almoſt ſubucrſion, Another alſo that called was Harry, 
2 which hadafoze poue mſtruccion, 

1 wer among themſelk deulded, Unto Gaulter and was eke enmp, 

oz their greuons ſodayn oppzeſſion, to ſttere hym agayn that noble tovone, 
Lacke of fozeſyght —— not pꝛouided E mner and grounde ot theit dmiſton, 


To ſee miſcheues uld fal in p toun which tokoze Saul ter his mdgemtt to hen 
Thes is very looth, where — with ſharpe we oꝛdes — hewe. 


By wirnes and tec oꝛde of ſer ture, 
May no kingdom noz ritee long endure. ihe cxeturion done bpoy theſe thee, 

{. 131-4 In Tuſkan bozne the rancour did appeaſe, 
Foz whiche they gan rompleyne one and al, Df.Flozentines to ſlaunche the crueltee, 
Both of the great and ofthe commontie, Again Gaulter and to his lyfe great eaſe, 


And of accozde among themſeit they fall, He glad to eſcape out of his deſeaſe, 
To refourme the hurte of their citie, - Fled awap in ful ſecrete wyſe, 
Ind finally they condeſcended be, the town reſtozed agapn to ther krauuchiſe. 
By a maner fell conturacion, 
Tc pꝛocede to his deſttuccion. Thus he loſt by his tnolence, 
All dis t and dominacton, 
Upon a dap thep armed in tele by Both of Tuſkan and alſo of Floꝛente, 


Magnates fn with commons of the tovon And as mine autour maketh mencion, 
All of aſſent they roſe vp anon ryght, Fro Lumbardye he is deſcended doun, 
Gan to crye and make an hideous foune, dꝛough to — | John reignig tho in Fraũte 
Let ſlea this tirant.let vs pull hym downe, And ot᷑ byzth ful nygd ok alliaunce, 


Lapde a ſiege by violence, 
Ifozne his palace where he lay in Flozence, Is J fpnde he was on that partie, 

with kyng this Gaulter like a knight 
Such as wer enclined to Gualtere, whan that the king with al his chruatrye 


Amid the palace the ſtozy doth vs lerne, was take hymſelfhts loꝛdes put to flyght, 
to eſchewthe ſiege with tullheaup there, Into Englond lad after anon ryght, 
Oꝛdeined themlelf to kle away ful yerne, the ſayd Gaultet hauyng no rewarde, 
Out of the ſtrength by a ſmall poſterne. to his wozſhtp fledIpke a cowarde. 
whan Flozentines dydthey; labour, . 
to vnder mine round about the to we. Met in his flight with diners ſouldtou. s 

| | Of Lumbardy abidyng with kyng John, 
Of which thing whi Gaultergan take hede TUhich that tyme as B2igantes # plcurs 
this meſſage he ſent vnto the towne. Toke this Gaultet, led hym fozth anone, 
Not of trouth.but p koz dee de. Bis fozce, his courage, his heart was agone 
Made pꝛomes by falſe on. Ok aueuture a certapn Flozentine, 


Fo: to make ful ceſtitucion, Smet of his head, this was his fatal fine. 
Ok theyꝛ kredomes as thet liſ deuiſe, > 
Sent them out one Guillam Daſſiſe. 2. 

CHowa woman called up of Ca- 
Which to the citie was pꝛoued a great fo, thenopſe bozne of iowe byzth.came 
Had afozne done them great damage, .  bntogreaceſtate:and after,ſhe, 
with Suil lam he ſent to them alſo, * |! her ſanne, and her doughter 
His ſonne and heyze to ſtint al | were bzente, 
wozſe than big father of wil and-of cnurage uh 
Both at once wer hanged anonTyght, - - ¶ Che. xxxtui Cyapter. 


Beſpꝛeint 


Wooke, 


Eſpzepnt with teares and with a 
woe full noyſe. 


and dzede: 
Next in ozder came Philtp Ca 


thenoys, 
pooxe of degree bozne of lowe kinrede, 
which roſe after to great eſtate in dede, 


Ind gan Utd gretſozow # cõpleint ful moztal 


DSerioully to tel her wockul fall.  . 
M her berth darke was her linage, 


* 


| foz to hyde 
ſubſlaunte, but tel al the great, 
And lupertluitie of the remnaunt to lete. 


Which was teheatſed by him in his youthe, 
whan he was toward Robert of Scicile, 
King of Bieruſalem, the ſtozy is not kouth; 
Pet in his booke he liſt it to compyle, 
Ind it rehearce by ful ſouetayn ſtyle, 
Le in that court as it was to him tolde, 
By one Bulgace clad in ſlaue yu olde. 


The ſayd Bulgare was a marinare, 
with hem alſo was Calabuen: 

Called Conſtantine, which ful many a pere, 
Trauapled had,andſoondzy thpnges ſeen, 
n dpuerle countrepes there he had been. 
thynges lepn in dapes olde, 


other 
This was a ltozy which Bulgar tolde. 


Dude of Calabꝛe Roger by his name. 
Bydis fader Charles the mighty yng: | 
Had in comaſidement the ſtozy ſetth Þlame 
Gepn Frederik to make a ſtrong ryding, 
——— tobe Lose that Ile 
which called was the kiugdome of Scicile 


Depꝛanum in ſooth called was the towne, 
where Duke Roger his pauctons pight, 
Keady armed thzough hys bye renoun, 
Geyn Frederike koz that lond to 

and withſtond hun pleynl y tf he t. 
And ſo befel the moo we befoze pxyme, 
the Dukcs wyke of chyl ding bode her tyme. 


| Fol. CCxiuli. 
Uolaunt men did that Lady call 
In het tyme a famous great Ducheſſe, 


Tofoze Bochas quahyug in ſozowe DeQtitute of other weomen all. 


no han her chad was bozne iu that diſtreſſes 
to peue it fucke the ſtoy doth expꝛeſſe, 

ſaue foz meſchtef was bzought nere, 
Dukes chiet᷑ Laut dete. 


Bya fiſher whiche was her huſbond, 

A child (he had liuing vy they; trauaple, 
which fro the ſea vntothe couct byloud, 
Day by day cared vittayle, 

And in this caſe becauſe it might auaple, 
Philippe was bzought in this gret ltrettues 
to be nourice Vatothe Ducheile. 


Where ſhe was chertlhed after her deſp2es, 
Eche thing ready whan tyat ever the ſent, 
with the Duc helle among other chaabzers; 
Into Naples I fynde that ſhe went, 
Tyl Atropos froward of enceat, 

Made of this chyld, there is no moze to ſein 
the lues thʒe de toʒ to beate iu wen. 


- with kyng Charles of wh5 Jſpake tofozn 


As mine auctour remembreth in his booke, 
Was one Raymond ot Chaumpapn bozne, 
which W the king was called maiſter Coke 
Andon a day this (ourney he toke, 
Toward the ſea a ate as J fynd. 

ſold him a child which was bozne in Inde. 


Ltke Ethioptens was his colour, 

Foz wd this Coke Raymond hath deuiſed 

Foz in his notable diligent labour, 

ven chziſtenedx ſo he was baptiſed. 
him his name # hath alſo pꝛactiſed, 

Him topzomote that he Vpou him toke, 

By his doctrine to be mailter Cooke. 


Foz he ſone after toke the oꝛder of knight, 
— — n _ _ — 

grace in nges [yght, 
to be about him moze — i 
B pꝛoceſſe de was made wardꝛopere. 
And tyouqh he was blacke of his vbiſage, 
To Catyenoyſe he was copned in mactage 


CWexe malpperte and of pꝛeſumpeton, 
to be made kaight the king he gan require, 
PPa«t« Thich 


\ 


'Wkſhiche of kredomt and great affeccwai, 
Js condeſcendedto n hys p2aver. 
But to declare pthe manere,- 
In this tyme Utolant the Duchelle, 

Akoze remembzed dyedof lnene le. 


— — 

rc ” 
Wedded a Lady that called was Sauſte. 
To whom Phillippe as fi to her degree, 
with diltgence and great hamilitie, 
Capleaſe her did ſo her deuo e, 

That of counſaple was none ſo nete. 


Euer ready at her commaundement, 
Wzought atpzes pleaſant of delyte, 


With holeſome waters that wer redolent 


to make her ſkinne by waſhing ſote # white 
Made tonkettions to ſetue het appetite, 
By her huſbond, the ſtozy who liſt lee, 
Thelame Philippe had chudꝛen thzee. 


She was cunning, and of her pozt 

Choſen by fauour foz to be maiſtreſſes - 
To fayze Fane pong and innocent, 

which daughter was to the great Ducheſſe 

_ OfCalabze:andferthermoze texpzeſſe, 
Yer dul dond the Ethiopten wit hal. 

t Charles houſhold was made Seneſcal 


© Lom quod Borhas)ſpake ofhye ddett 

what meneth this foztune fo2 to make chere 

with her fauour to repſe bp a fozepn, 

Upon her whele with kethers clere: 

See 
apꝛe are 4 

han ſhe wil bung a man buto miſchauce 


Foz he that was a bope the laſt day, 

An Ethtopten bozne,and hoꝛtible ok lpght: 
And afoze tyme in the kechen laye 

Among the pottes with baudy coate 
Now he of new hath take p oꝛder of knight 
with kyng Charles , now is he Seneſcall, 
Such ſodeyn clymbeng axeth a ſode yn fal. 


He and Phſltppe hys wife fro pouerte, 
Beenhaunced and ryſe to great richeſſes 
Twepne of they; ſonnes ſtately maried be. 
And foz fauour moꝛe than wozthineſſe, 
tobe oꝛdet of knight, a in his molt yighnes, 


g Dion 
' (Thefetondleftvp his cleargte, 


The ninth 


Che ꝑ father dyed, whole feaſt funerall, 
was folemmiled and hold ful royal, 


Chu can Fomune thaunge as the moone, 
ight face derked with a ſkye: * 
eſt Conne dyed after ſoone, 


To be made knyght gan hymſelfe apply, 
Steve of his facher, playnly as I cede, 
In his offire by tauour to luccede,” 


Chus by pzoreCefropphillippe anon ri 
— — a; e 
tune in part ye on elyghc 
Vet euen lyke as when that it doeth repne, 

Phebus after ſheweth moze cierenes. 
So ſhe fro trouble cole to moze nobleſſe. 


meane as thus no vertue, 
her perſone that men could eſpye, 
tonely this by tytle of this tTae, 
whan Charles daughter on that partte, 
was to the kyng weddedof Hungry, 
Called Indzeas a man of great courage, 
His ſayd wpke but right tender of age. 


Theſame Jane not without vbyre, 

As is rehearcedſamwhat by mine autour, 
To whome Phillippe whylome was nozice, 
As pe haue heard and by ful great labour, 
ofthe ſayd Jane Robert made gouernour, 
Sonne of koꝛ a great reward, 
Made of dt ok that lond Steward. 


This kauoure done to Phillip Cathenoys, 
cauſedinÞ londgret indignation, (noyſe 
Whoſe young cauſed eke gret 
maried to Charles gret Earle of March 
which gaue to folke great occaſton, 
to deme amille about tn eche cuntrepe, 


anight that al that lond was gouerned by tho thzee. 


Cathenoys 


By que ne Jane and , 

And the ſayd Robert ſteward of Scicile, 

Sonne to phdip thys was p cõmon voytt 

The quene and Robert bytheer ſubtel wyle 

Had of aſſent bſed a long whyle, 

The hateful ſinne of auoutryt, 

Role tn Dcicile and went vy to — 
0³ 


** 


Booke. 


Foꝛ quene Fane began no maner thyng, 
But Cathenoys aſſented wer therto, 

the execucion and fully the werkyng, 
B2ought corocluſton by Robert al was do. 
And in thys tyme roſe a ſtryfe alſo, 
Diſclaunderous and a frowacd diſcozde, 
atwene the quene #him that was her loꝛd. 


Hard to pzocede vpon ſuſpettion. 
Slaunder ſwift lightly raketh his flight 
Fo: which ſhould eſche we the occaſion, 
Ok kame and noyſe of euerye maner wight. 
by pꝛouidence remember in his fozeſight, 
whan the repozt is though a lond pꝛonne, 
Hatd it is to ſtint it whan it is begonne. 


Withſond pztnciples occaſions to decipne. 
Leſt vawaccly there folowe great damage. 
Co late cometh the ſalue of medicine, 

to feſtred ſoꝛes whan they be incurable: 
And in caſe very rceſemblavle, 

to eſchewe llaunder liſt not fo: to ſpare, 
Map not fayle to fa! tn the ſnare, 


Thus foz a time þ ſlaunder was kept cloſe, 
Albett ſo it dyd fog a whyle abyde, 

another miſchtef tul piteouſly aroſe, 

which atterward ſpꝛed abꝛode ſo wpde, 
Auoutry to mut det is a gyde: 
Set at a pꝛiet᷑ myne autour doth tecoꝛde, 
the kyng Indzeas was ſtrangled wa coꝛd. 


Out of hys chaumber reyſed a great height 
By a coniccted falle conſptracion, 

He was entreated,bzought down by lleight 
Ifter ſtrangled as made is mencion, 
Whoſe death to puniſh by commiſſion. 

> of Aluelyne by a patent large, 
To be Judge toke on hym the charge, 


Ol thys murther roſe vp a great noyſe, 

By tuidences ful abhominable, 

Philip that called was Cathenoys, 

her ſonne her daughret þ they wer culpable 
Dome was youe by Judges ful notable. 
And to conciude (hoztly theyz tudgememt. 
with chepries beund to takes they wer b2ft 


C.Lenuoye, 


Ts Tragedy afoze rehearſed here 
telleth the damage of pzxeſumpcion, 
By experience rebeacſyng the manete, 
whan beggers ryſe to dominacion, 
Is none ſo dzedeful execucion, 

Ok crueltie if it be wel out ſought, 


Than of ſuch one as came vp ot nought. 


Recoꝛd on Philip that with humble chere, 
By ſodepn kauour and ſuppoꝛtacion, 
which was tofoze a ſtmple (mal lauender 
Ok no value noz reputacion 
By Foztunes giery mutacion (bꝛought 
Shed out her malice teſtate whan ſhe was 
liſt not couſidꝛe how lhe came vp ok nought 


Where is moꝛe diſdein 02 where is moze di 
o2 moze froward communicacton? (ger 
Moze vengeable venome doth appeare, 
Noꝛ moze \lepohty falſe ſupplantacion 
Noz moze conſpired vaware colluſion, 
Noz vndermining done couertly# wzo 
Than of ſuch folke as come vp of nought, 


Foztunes changes and meuinges circulere 
with her molt ſtoꝛmp tranſmutacion, 

Now one ſet vp ful hye in her chayze, 
Enhaunceth vicious, verteous (he put doun 
Recozdon Philip, whoſe vznemous treaſũ 
Compaſſed afozn in her ſecre thought, 

p dede bzake out wh? (he came vp ot nought 


Noble pzinces with pour bꝛight iyen clere, 
Aduertiſe in pour diſcreacion, 


that no ſtatterer come in pour court to nere 
By no fraude of falſe decepcion, 
Ilwayremembzing akoꝛe in pour reaſon, 
on thys tragedy ⁊ on thts treaſon vzought, 
bya falſe flatterer that came vp ot nought, 


C Bowe Sautius kyng of the Ile of 
Matoꝛca was 18 coſyn, 
whiche was bz vnto 
the kyng of Jrracn, 
¶ Che. xxxv. Chapter. 
Ne tyme came of hys great trauaple 
Bochas deinpt Holding fo: tue beſt, 


This noble poete of Flozice 4 Itatle 
Pp.Att, To 


Fol. CCrv, 


To make his penne a whyle fo? to reſt, 
Cloſed hys booke and ſhet it in his cheſt, 
But ere he might ſperre it with the keye, 
Came thzee pzinces # mekcly gan him pꝛap. 


Amonges other remembzed in his booke, 
they: grieuaunces buefty to declare, 
wherr with Bochas gan caſt vp his looke, 
And of cõpaſſion beheld they; piteous fare, 
thought he would foꝛ no (louth ſpare, 
to they; requeſtes goodlp condiſcend, 
and of his booke ſo to make an ende. 


And he gan fy2ſt rehearce by wꝛyting. 
and his compleynt ful pitcouſly he made, 
toucyyng the fall of the great kyng, 
Called Sautius whiche his ſotour had, 
the place named was Aſfrroſtade. 

And as he wzite, a little thcre beſyde, 

was a ſmall Ile called Emacide. 


Both theſe Jles together knit in one. 
where Sauttus had his deminacton, 
Liuing in peace enmpe had he none, 

In long qupete had poll eſſton, 

whoſe kingdom whole as made is mention 
Jn ß vulgare mine autour wꝛyte theſame, 
Dt Malliogres playnly bare the name. 


There is alſo therby another Jle, 

Called Matoꝛca and of both tweyn, 

Che ſayd king was loꝛd a great whyle, 
Kepyng hys cſtate not able and ſcuerepne, 
Yauing a col yn u hich gan at hym dyl deyn. 
which was bzother(as made is mention.) 
Unto the king that tyme of Attagon. 


In theſe Jles remembzed by w2ptinges, 
whan the people went into battayle, 

was the vſage found vp kyꝛſt ol ſlynges. 
With caſt of ſtoncs they: enmies to aſſaple, 
the y had of ſhot none other apparayle. 

In that tyme Acblaſt nother bowe. 
Parauenture was tho but litle knowe, 


Al theſe cuntreys wer called but one londe, 
where Sautius held poſſeſſion, 

til his colin niih ſtrong and mighty honde, 
and with great power ſodeynly came doun, 
Brought people out of Jrrogon, 

Fu on king Saatius feble in hys defence, 


The ninth 


Gate p kingdom by knightly violence, 


The balaunce was not of euen pees, 
Atwene theſe coſpns who liſi take hede, 
Fo? in hys conqueſt this Arrogoneys, 
Ofcrucitie had ſmitten of the head. 

Of kyng Sautius quakyng in his dꝛeade. 
Though it ſtode ſo they wer nigh of allye, 
there was that day ſhewed no curteſy, 


CHow Lowes king of Hieruſalem and 
Dctcile — . 


C The.xxxdi.Chapter, 


ter this ſtoꝛpe told in woꝛdes fewe 
And of Ryng Sautius ſlayne by 
tiranny; 

There came a pʒince and gan his face ſhew 
Called Lowes,Lozd of Trinacrye, 
Theſame Jie as in that parece, 

Called Sicania.the tozytelleth thus, 
after the name of kyng Siculus, 


Trinacrye acuntrepmeruclous, 

Toke fyzlt his name of famous hilles thee 
tbe chick of chem is called ppelozus, 

The next Pactnus,the thyzd Lilibe. 

Not karte trom Ethna the ſayd hylles be, 
Be ſyde a ſea ful petilous and pile, 

with two daungers Charibdis # eke Scille 


The ſayd Lowes kyng of Hieruſalem. 
And of Scicile the booke maketh mencion, 
which was chaſed and put out of his realme 
By another Lowes and put down, 

Ended in pouertie foz ſhot concluſion, 
This lad Lowes of pietie did him grace, 
tyll he dyed to haue a dwelling place, 


¶ How kyng John of Fraunce at Pops» 
ters was cake pꝛieſonet by Pꝛinte Ed⸗ 
ward,andbzought into Englond. 


¶ The xxxbim Chapter * 
Ext ok al and laſt ot euerychone, 
AcCucſyng Foztune w al her variaũce 
SY MBaking his pleint to Bochas came 
Kyng John, a 
told his milchiefhow he was take in oe” 
P 


9 


MWooke. 


By pꝛinte Edward fo? al his gret puiſſiice, 
and after that with ſtrong + mighty hand, 


He was fro Poitets bzought into England 


Afoze deſtroted hys Caſtelles ⁊ hys townes 
and ouerthzowen manlp in bataple. 

punces late their baners noz penoũs 
2 bzode ſtanderdes might the not auatle 
the cale out ſought ſpoiled of plate + maile 
maugre his might king John was pꝛilonet 
In England after avode full many a pete. 


Set atterwarde to ful great raunſon 

the worthpſlapne on the french partye, 
The lame time in Bzutes Albion, 

There floured in ſoth noble ſſe of chiualtie 
pzoweſle and pꝛudent policte, 

ars and Mer cutye aboue ech nacton, 
Goucrned that time Bzutus Albion. 


Mars fo: knighthode their patrũ in bataile 
And Myne tua gaue the influence, (maile 
meint uith bughtneſſc of ſhining plate and 
To floure in clergye and in hye pꝛudente, 
that punce Edward by marctal violence, 
That day on ltue one the beſt knight, 


Bought home kyng John mauger — 


Though Bochas gaue htm fauoure — 
Hys heart enelmed vnto þ partye, (guage 
which vnto hym was but ſmale auauntage, 
woꝛde is but wind bzought in by enupe, 

Foz tohindze the famous chmalry, (theake 
Ok Englilhe men full narowe he gan hym 
left ſpeare a ſhicld,faught with pẽ ne z tnke 


Though p ſard Bochas floured in poetrye 
His perceyall wit ing qaue no moztal wou 
Cauqht a quarel in hys melancol pe, 

which to hys ſhame dyd afterward reboũd 
In concluſion lyke as it was founde, 
Agein bing John a quatel gan to make, 
Cauſe p; he would ol Engliſhe me be take, 


Held them but ſmale of reputacion, 

in hys repozt men map his wꝛiting ſee, 
Vys fantaſye no2 hys opinion, 

Stove in that caſe of none auctozite, 

: hecr kung was take their knightes did flee 
Where was Bochas to help th? atluch nede 


Fol. CC vi. 
Saue u iti his pen he made no mã to blede 


Ok rightwiſneſſe euery Crontculere, 
ſhould in hys wꝛyting make none excepetd, 
Fndifferentlyconueye hys mattere, 

Not be parcial ofnone affeccion, 

But yeue the thanke of mercial guerdon, 
Hys ſtfle in oꝛdze ſo egally obſerued, 

To euer ppartp as thep haue deſetued. 


Laude of king John was that he abode, 
In that he quit hym like a manly knight, 
hys lozdes (layne,ſome away they rode, 
Moſt of hys meine toke them to rhe flight, 
this Joꝛnep take foz king Edwardes right 
The fteld Jwonne haue thys in memozye, 
Tcouthes title hath gladly the victoʒy. 


Of King on what ſhould Þ wzite moze, 
Bough to thys land with other pꝛiſonecs 
Upon which hys realme compleyned ſoze, 
By rchearſayle of old Chzoniculeres? 
Dyed in England within a kewe yeres, 
Lad home agein after their wzitinges, 
lieth at ſeint Denys w other wozthy kings 


¶ Lenuope. 


(Jf Bochas booke the laſt tragedye, 

Compendeouſlyput in remembꝛaunte, 
we Pzince Edward with hys chivalrie, 
aught at Poytres td king John of Frice 
and though hys mighty marceal puiſſance 
Gtoũded his quarel vpon hys fadecs right 
Toke him paſoner ful like a manly knight, 


By tolluſton king John dyd occupye, 
Set out ok oꝛdꝛe the ropal al liaunce, 
Sceptre.crowne,with al the regal 
was doun deſceded to Edward in ſubſtaer, 
Conueied the bꝛaũches by lineal cdcozdice, 
Foz which title grounded vpon tight, 
Punte Edward taught ful like a —_— 
9 
Dys cleyme,hys quarel moꝛe to foztefye. 
in token that god hys quarei would auanee 
Diſtonſiture was made on that partye 
Upon king John by violent outraunce 
An hcuenly ſigne by influent puruecaunce; 
Sent fro aboue to ſhewe Edwardes right 


Pp. iu. Foz 


| 
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Fo; which þ pzice faught like a mily knight 


Noble pzinces youre hertes doe applye, 
.Juſtly to weye this matter tn balaunce, 
Al thing pepled pe may it not denye, 

It᷑ xe conſider euer cirtumſtaunce/, 
In rightful Judges maybe no variaunce, 
The field darecned deme vodo hath right, 
fo: which pꝛince Edward faught lik a malp 


A thing by aſſent put in teopardie, 

and committed to goddes ozdenaunce, 
There map be after no controuerſte, 
Atwene parties, quarei noꝛ diſtaunce, 

who hal teiopſe # in this caſe ſtode Fraũte 
Sith at Poyters declaring who hath right 
P3zince Edward faught ful like a maly knt: 


(ght 
C Here Bochas maketh a rehearſaple how 
Foztune hath made high eſtates vu: 
watelp to deſcende, 


¶ The xxxviui. Chapter. 


Miet folke of wildome conſidie 

in their witte, 

Gather vp a ſumme and counte 

in their reaſon, 

To all eſtates howe Foꝛtune hath her quit, 
To Popes pꝛelates gin firſt in Rome toun 
To Cardinalles moſt ſouerein of renoun, 
whan the y ſat hieſt coude them not defend, 
Agein Foztune by no pꝛoutiſton, 

but with a tourne (he made them to deſcend 


After in oꝛdꝛe call to remembzaunce, 
Theſtate Impertal of famous Emperours 
which as Apollo thzough thetr mighty puiC- 
their kame vp blow to Juptters tours (lace 
And fo2geat not theſe olde conquerours 
Aboue Merturie caſt them to aſſend, 

yl that toꝛtune with her froward ſhoures 
Moſt ſodetnly made them to deſcend, 


Kinges, Pzinces,of diuers 8, 
In Aſte, Europe. Aft ri. and Chartage, 
Of Ethiope the marcial champtons, 
Monſtres cf Inde, Hideous of viſage, 
Athlas, Hercules, in their moſt furims 
ageinfi whole might no mi coud him defey 


Theninth 


what folowed after? from their hyeſt Nags, 
Foztune vnwarely made them to deſcende. 


Pueſtes, Pꝛelates, and wel fed kat parſons. 
—.— auaunced and Clerkes of degree, 

Reke vp religids id althetr bzode crownes 
And patrtarkes that haue great ſoueranty 
Byſhoppes Abbottes confirmed in their ſe, 
ſeculer Chanons with many gret Pzebend 
Behold ok Foztune the mutabltte, | 
Howe lodetnly ſhe made them to deſcende, 


Il that is vozſten is voziten to our doctrine, 
one courbeth lowe another goth vpꝛight, 
Some be vicious ſome in vertue lhtne, 
Phebs now clipſed ſũtime his bemes bꝛight 
Somtime cloud, ſõmtime a ſtart ꝓ night, 
Some folke appe ne ſome doe amend, 
ſhew of Foztunethe power and the might, 
One goeth vpward another doth delcende, 


Some man wholpencreaſeth in vertue, 
Another recheles ot froward vlfulneſſe, 
One is perfite and ſtable in Chziſt Jeſu, 
Another bzapdeth vpon frowardneſſe, 
One encreaſeth with treaſour and richeſſe 
doho liſt thaiue to ſabour muſt entend, 
Maugre the wozld Foztunes doubleneſſe, 
Dothone ariſe.another doth deſcend, 


One is buſpe and ſet al hys labour, 

Early to ariſe hys good to multiplie, 
Another ſpendeth and is a great waſtoure, 
Some tree is barein ſome doth kructikte, 
One can ſay ſoth, another can welllye, 
One can gather, another can deſpend, 
Unto Foꝛtune thys matter doth applye, 
the makcth one ariſe another to deſcend. 


Altheſe matters reherſed here tofozne,' 
Of which thys boke maketh mencton, | 
Uoyde the wede,of vertue take the cozne, / 
as teaſon teacheth in pour dilcrecion, 
And fo: to ſet aſhozt concluſion, 
In a bꝛiet ſũme this booke to compzehend, 
Foz tunes whele by reuolucion, 
Doth one climbe vp another to deſcend. 

R 


WBooke, 


JFaht reuerent punte with ſuppozt 

of your grace, 

by your commaundement as 
'F vndertoke, | 3 
with dꝛeadfull heart, pale of chere and face, 
IJ haue accdpliſhed trãſlaciõ of your booke 
tn which labour mine hand full oft quooke, 
My penne allo troubled with ignozaunce, 
left mine empuſe wer not to your pleaſace. 


Okright conſidꝛed of trouth and equite, 

7 not expert noz ſtuffed with lan 
eyn how þ Engliſhe in Rime hath ſcarſite 

Howe J alſo was ronne ferte in age, 

not quicke,but rude and dul of my cozage, 

Ok no pꝛeſumpeid but atwix hope a dzede, 

tobe p pour bidding tooke on me to pꝛoce de, 


Hope W glad chere gaue me great comkoꝛt 
of truſt J ſhould agreen your nobleſſe, 
But tho came dzede contrarious of tepozt. 
gan manace and frowardly expzecſſe, 

Sein me alledging vncunning # dulneſle, 
ſayd fo: hys part by argumentes ſtronge, 
I was not able foz to vnderfong, 


{his ſaied enpatſe to perfourme ⁊ tontune 
the pzofoundpzoceſſe was ſo poeticall. 
Entermedled with chaunges of Foztune, 
and ſtraunge matters that were hiſtoxtal 
tcuchtng eſtates that had a ſodein fal, 

The freche vncouth compẽ dioully copied, 
to which language my tung was not afffled 


Dꝛeade and vntunning being ok aent, 
made age inſt me a daungerous obſtacle, 
fo: taccompliſhe rour commaundement, 
Standing karre of fro Tulltus habitacle, 
myne pien miſted and darked by ſpectacle, 
Tyll hope agein gan maken hys repaire, 
me to luppozt he put away diſpayze, 


vet of Bachus ſeared were the vines. 

of Mtadas touch the aureat licour, 

and ot Juno welles Chꝛiſtallines, 

were d:ied vp there fond J no fauour, 
athzuſtiew areſſe cauſe of mplangour, 
none egal pevſe. heart heauy,andpursli 
which cauſeth Poetes ſighen at midnight. 


Fol. CCxvii. 


Cruſting ageynward your liberal largeſſe> 
of thys quotidian ſhall releuen me, (eſſe 
hope hath bzought tiding to recure mine ar» 
after thys ebbe of froward ſcarſitte, 

ſhal folowe a ſpzing floid of gractus plẽty 
to waſhe away by plenteous influence, 

al ground ebbes of conſtrained indigence. 


TUith hope alſo came humble affcecion, 
made a pꝛomiſe vnto my dul courage, 
ſayd pe my loꝛd ſhould haue compaſſion, 
Ok royal pitye ſuppozt me in mine age. 
Whereof I caught a maner auauntage, 
thought J would rather condeſcend, 

to your deſire than your bidding offend, 


Tobey your pꝛecept J plucked vp mine hert 
caſt in my cõceit though cunning did faile 
By good auiſe J did alſo aduert, (uaile 
how in ſuch caas good will might moſt pꝛe⸗ 
wil hath moze might tha fo:ce hath in batadl 


And with that thought inwardly ſuppziſed, 


foz topzotede J was fully auiſed. 


But foz excuſe firſt of my rudeneſſe, 

to ſuch as liſt haue of thys dooke dildeine. 
that ye my lozdof merciful goodneſſe 
Wh thys tranſlacion ye haue rad # ſeyne 
though it be ſpoke in woꝛdes bare x pleme, 
J aſke mercy foz my pooꝛe heartes eaſe, 

to me beſt guet don lo that it may you pleaſe 


ought be wzite 02 ſayd to your pleaſaunce 
e thanke be poue to your ropal nobleſſe, 
and where J faile atwiteth ignoꝛaunte 

al the defautes arrett to my tudene s, 

with this anexed requiring of humbleſTe 
that altho which (hal thys making rede, 
fo: to cozrect where as theꝝ ſe nede. 


So it be done with ſuppoꝛtacion, 

ok theit goodne ſle to be fauourable, 

Not to pinch of indignacion, 

which were to me bery impoꝛtable, 

And ye mylo2dfoz to be merctable, 

of pour high grace my good wil to conſidꝛe 

an hozſe w. i. tete may ſtũble amog xſlidze 
And 


Yndſemblably though J goe not bpztght, 
but Nomp and halt foz lack of eloquence, 
Though Bomerus held not the toꝛch light, 
to further mypenne W colours of cadence, 
Noz mozal Senec moſt ſad of hys ſẽtence 
Gaue me nopart of hys mozalitees, 
therfoze J laye thus kneling on my knees. 


Co al tho that ſhal thys booke behold, 

I them beſeke to haue compaſſion, 

and there withall J pzay them þ they would 
Fauour the Miter and doe coʒteccion. 
Oft gold no: aſſure J had no foiſon, 
Noꝛ other colours th ys pꝛoceſſe tenlumine 
Saue whi te # black, they but dully ſhine 


Ineuer was acquatnted with Uirgile, 

no} with the lugered dittes of Homere. 
Noz Dares Phzgius with hys golden tle 
Noz with Outde tn Poetry molt entere, 
no: with the ſoucrein Balades of Chaucer 
which among al that euer wer rad 02 (ung 
Excelled al other in our engliſhe tung. 


I tan not been a Judge in thys matter, 

as J concetue kolo wing my fautaſie, 

In mozal matter ful notable was Gower, 
and ſo was Strood in hys Phſloſophte. 
In perfit lining which paſſeth poyſie, 
Richard Permite contemplatife of ſentẽce 
dough in Engltlhe the pzick of conſcience, 


As the gold creſſed bzight ſummer ſunne 
aſſeth other ſtarres with his bemes clere: 
ndas Lucina chaſeth ſetes doune, 

p froſty nightes whi Heſperus doth appere 
Right ſo my maſter had neuer peere, 

I meaue Chaucer, ſtoꝛtes that he tolde, 
And he alſo wzote tragedies olde. 


The kal of pztnces gan piteouſly compleine 
as Petrark did andalſo John Bochas, 
Laureat Fraunces Poetes both tweine, 
told howe pzinces foz their great treſpas, 
Werte ouerthzowe rehearſing all the caas, 
As Chaucer did in the Monkes tale, 

but J that ſtand lowe doun in the vale, 


So great a booke in Engliſhe to tranſlate 
did it by conſtrent aud no pꝛeſumpcion, 


| The ninth 


Bozne in a village which ealled is Lidgate 
Bpolde time a famous caltel toune, 

m Danes time it was beat doune, | 

time whi ſatnt Edmũd, martit,. matd. r king 
Das ſlaine at Dxone,tecozd ot waiting. 


I me excuſe nowe this booke is doe, 

How J was neuer pet at Citharon, 

Noz on the mounteine called parnaſo, 
where nine Muſes haue the manſton. 
But to conclude mine eatencion, 

IJ wil pzocede furth with white and black 
and where J faile let Lid gate beare p lack 


Oe this tranſlacton conſidered the matter, 
the pꝛoceſſe is in patty lamentable. 

Woſul clauſes ofcuſtome they te quite, 

no rhethoukes no: kloʒiſhmges delectable 
Letters ot compleint require colour ſable, 
Ind tragedies in eſpecial, 

Be rad and ſong at feaſtes faneral, 


This booke remfbzing of the ſodein alles, 
of famous punces # ſurquedous pꝛinceſſes 
that wer vnwarely caſt fro their rotal ſtalles 
which wer tn earth wozſhippedas goddeſſes 
Inde ſtones vpon thetr golden treſſes. 

what was their end:read Bochas ye (hal ſe 
by fatal ſpinning of Parchas ſiſiten thzee, 


Ok thys matter there be bookes nine, 

al of Foztunes tranſmutacions, 

thys blind Lady howe ſhe made the decline 
From their moſt famous exaltactons. 
Some plunged doun to p infernal dfigeds 
with cruel Pluto depe doun in hell, 

with Pꝛoſetpina perpetually to dwell, 


Foz their demerites and lacking of bertne, 
that they liſt not their ſouerein loꝛd to know 
Foz who is recheles to ſetue our lozd Jeſu, 
Foztunes whele (hal ſone him ouerth;owe 
though fames tripet of gold be loud blowe, 
Hys victoztes, hys marcial renounes, 
rad andremembzed in diuers regions. 


who knoweth not god is fal ferre in ſlouth 
beware pe punces euer of thinges tweine, 
in eucry quarel that your groũd be trouth. 
Next tu oder doth pour buſy pepne. 


Booke. 


To loue Jeſu pour low moſt ſouerepne, 
Truſt him of heart and he hal not fayle, 
to be your ſuccour in peace and in battayle, 


Foz lacke of truſt twyſe J ſaye alas, 

and make hereon an exclamacion: 

Il the miſchieues remembzed in Bochas, 
Frotyme of Chyſtes incarnacion, 

Ya been foz lackyug of deuocion: 

That ye pꝛinces of wilful negligence, 

Ut not to God doe due reverence, 


Dyldetneth not to haue in remembꝛaunce, 
ye be no Goddes ye be but men moꝛtal: 
Stond vnder danger of Foztunes chaũce, 
Moꝛe Ipke totumble, and moze nere afall, 
than doth a beggar in thys lyke moꝛtall, 
Ok vertnous power the fal is not vnſoft, 
Molt gricuous kal of them that ſit aloft, 


Pe pztnces quake ſland not in noſuch caas 
yet whe death cometh ye can no bet ſoconr 
than can the pooze recozd of John Bochas 
Hath mind hereon and make peu a mit tour 
Ok ſuth as reigned in glozy x great honouc 
as ryche Cyzus and Sardanapal, 
Yow fro tie whele of Foztune a 
Sol ne 
Set not pour truſt beth ware of falſe Foz* 
Fo2 al thts booke treateth ofſuch matter, 
ginneth bis pzoceſſe,xſo kurth doth cotune 
Lamentabie aud dolefuſ foz to heare. 
Nowe Adam fyz\t with a ful heauy chete, 
From a place moſt ſouerapn of delyle, 
Wbhylome departed out of paradyſe, 


Che ruben abiding keping ß gate ofparadiſe 
with bꝛẽ ning lwoꝛd þ ther ſhould ẽtte none 
this booke conueyed by ful great auyſe, 
Certouſly from Adam to King John, 
Reigning in Fraũce, ot who not yo:e agone 
IA ſaugh temembꝛed the date of thilke yeres 
whan he was take pꝛieſoner at Poyters, 


A thouſand tolde by computacion, 

thee hundꝛed over,feftic and ſixe pere, 
Truelp rekaned from the inc arnacion, 
whan ſayd John was take prieſoner, 
Tolde and remembꝛed bythe Chzonicler, 
As Adam was fyzlt that didfall, 


We had neuer ſtanden in daunger, 


Of woꝛldl pe ſtryt᷑e noꝛ perifles tull moztall, 


Noz dꝛeade of death not in thouſand pere. 
Noꝛ of Foztune that turneth as a ball, 

It᷑ Adam had in paradiſe had no fall. 
Touche of an apple and inobedtence, 
cauſe that Foztune is had in ſuch reuerfces 


But fo2 to tell andſpeake in wooꝛdes ple yu 
How foꝛtune caught fyꝛſt an intereſte, 

to be called not trueiy)but in vein, 

Ok woildly people a froward talſe goddeſſe 
This errour gan okbeſttal rudenes, 
Deming themſelk they wer aſſured wele, 
whan they lat high on her vatruſty whele. 


Rekon bp al tho that haue done her leruice 
And folowedon in they: optnton, 

Lyke as this booke in oꝛdet doth deuyſe, 
Peyſe in balance what was they: guerdons 
A ſodeyn reyſe an vnware tumbling doun, 
Vet oz al thys thzough her fl atterye, 

al wozldly people doth her magnifpe, 


CLenuoye, 


N Oble pzince remezeth al thefe thinges 
. Pepleth of reaſon . iyfte vppe your eye 

and tee: 

As your lyne conueye d is fro kynges. 

How vertue longeth vnto diquttee. 

What foloweth atter:grace and pꝛoſperite, 

Hath this in mynde and theron doe attend, 

Maugre Foꝛtuncs mutabtlitte, 

yr hal to Godward encreaſen and altend. 


Ok hible entent with hert a hand quaking 
Ditett this boke vuto your mateſite, 

In which ye may at good lapſet reading, 
Seen dpuers changes of wozldly vanitie, 
Puaces caſt downe from the pꝛ imperial ſeg 
to: they wer kroward liſt not tondilcend, 
Uectue to ſue, and vyces foz to klee, 

So to Godward tencreaſen and aſcend. 


Fall ot᷑ other thzough vicious liuing. 
Some diſgraded vnto ful lowe degree, 


Ok pʒodudence lat their chaſtiſyng, 


Foz 


| Fol. CC viii. 
So iu this boke king John was laſt of all. 


The ninth 


Foꝛ lache of grate to you a myzrour be, 
Where vertue teygneth there is felicite, 
In ſuch as liſt theyz froward life to mend. 
who loueth þ lozd which hath the ſouereinte 
Hal ay by grace encreaſen and aſcende. 


(ning 
{Though pour eſtate like phebus were ſhy⸗ 
pet foꝛ al that pe haue no ſutetie, 
How long time is here pour abyding, 
Age with het coſyn called inkicmitte, 
wil clayme her right of very duetie. 
Death taketh no me de afoze he wil not ſend 
Prourde rour lyte whyle pe haue libertie, 

aply in vertue tencreaſen and aſcend. 


As men deſerue by retoꝛd of w2pting, 

An expert thyng by olde autozitee, 

pe (hal rereiue to your mede oꝛ puntſhing, 
by egal peyſe of trouth andequitie, 

Beth ware afozn folke haue their tõges fre 
Iyke pour deſert (hal reade pour legende, 
This very ſooth vopde of duplicitie, 
reueth them cauſe to pzay you map aſcend, 


C The wooꝛndes of the 
Tranſlacour, 


SE ſetters and leaues goe litle 
booke tremblyng, 
CA Pꝛapto the Pztnce to haue on thee 


pictte: 

Uopde of picture and enlumining. 

which halt of Cythero no curious ditee, 
Noz of hys gardeyne no flowꝛes of beautte, 
God graunt grace thy rudenes not offend 
he high noble ſſe and magnanimitee, 

Ok his pꝛeſence whan thou (halt vp aſcend 


And foz my part of one heart abydin 
Vopde ol chaunge and — 


- Jdopzeſent this booke with hand Chaktng 


Ok whole affeccion kneling on my knee: 
Pzaring the Loꝛd one two and th:ee, 
whoſe magnificfce no clerke map cõpꝛehẽd 
o ſende pou might. grate and pꝛoſ petite. 
Euer in vertue to encreace and aſcend, 


Goe kyſſe Þ ſteppes of thẽ 8 wer 
Laute ate octes which had ſouerarntte, 
Ol eloquence to ſuppozt thy makpug, 


And pꝛay al tho that ſhal thys pꝛoceſſe ſee, 
In thyne excuſe that the liſt to be. 
Fauourable to lache oz to commende, 

Set thy ground vpon humdlitte, 

Unto they} grace that thou mayſt bp aſcend 


In a ſhozt clauſe thy content rehearſyng, 
As one bp climbeth to great pzoſperitte, 
So another by expert kuowlageing. 

From great riches is bꝛought to pouertie. 
Alas (O booke, ) what ſhali I ſay of thee 
thy tragedies thzough al the woꝛld to ſend, 
Goe fucth J pꝛap excuſe thy ſelf and me, 
who loueth moſt vertue Higheſt ſhal aſcend 


Black be thy wede of cõpleynt # mourneng 
Called fall of Pꝛynces from their felicitie, 
Like chaditplure now ſinging now weptug, 
woe after mirth,next rop aduerſitie, 

So entermedled there is no luretie, 

Luke as thts boke doth pꝛeyſe & repzebend, 
nowon the whele nowe ſet in lowe degree, 
who wil increaſe by vertue muſt aſſende, 


Here endeth the 


Booke of John Bochas v- 
pon the fall of p2ynces and 
dyuers other nobles. 


Fd 


Of blacke Lithey vader the bareyn woode 
where as Goddelle hath her Hermitage, 
helpe her to wepe and ſhe wil geue the wage 


Te of top ſith maiſt not 
Theo black GoddelleJ connſexithorobey 


* R Booke. Jul. CCxx. 
reneacres a Tennop Compleyn with ber vnder the roch 
vpon John Bochas, with weping ſoules vpon the ſeyde Lithey, 
— HSiththouofſozowart inſtrument # keye, 
Lacke be thy hondes x thy wede alſo ¶ So harpe a ſing there as þ maylt be heard, 
Thou — Books of mates Foz euer (oy is ot thy name ateard. 
ed: 

In token of thine inward moztall woe, Pꝛynces of woe and weping molerpine, 
which is ſo bad it may not be impe ed. which harbozeſtſozow eut᷑ at thine hert rote 
thou oweſt not outward tobe feared, Admit te this Bochas foz a manne of thine 
that inward haſt ſo many a ruful clauſe, And though hys habtte blacker be than ſote 
ſuch be thine habite of coulour as thy cauſe Pet was it made of thy monkes hode. 

| That he tranſlated tn Engliſh of Latine, 
No cloth of Ttſue ne veluet Cremeſyne, Therkoze now take him foz a man ofthyne; 
NT race rare ea 2 
an pzolerptne 
And lat thy teres multiplye the fl oode, 
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C The daunce of Machabzee 


wherin ts liuely exp2eſſed and ſhewed the ſtate of 
manne , and howe he is called at vncettapne tymes by 


death, and when he thinketh leaſt theron: made 
by thafozeſayde Dan John Lydgate 
MWonke ot Burye , 
¶ The pꝛologe. 
pe folks hard hearted Yer vglyfine there clearely may beholde. 
. W as alone, 
| 1 whiche to the woꝛlde haue By enſample that thet in her ententes, 
al your aduetten ce, Amend her like cn every maner age, 
33 yke as it ſhouldtuer the which daunce at ſainct innotcentes. 
8 laſten in one, Poꝛtraped is with all the ſurpluſage, 
z<©F5 where is your wit where pouen vnto vs our liues to cozrect, 
: ils pout pꝛouidentet And to declare the fine of our paſſage, 
Co ſeen atome the ſodayn veolence, anone my ſtfle I wil direct, 
Oferuel death that be ſo wyſe — to ewe this wozlde is but a pilgrimage, 
which (alas) by ſtrcke 02 peũlile nce. 
— -y olde 2 and high parage. 9 — the 
ee 
pes, kynges. ne . 
whan they ſhine molt in felicite, X CThe woꝛdes of the 
de can abate the freſhnes of her flours, tranſlatour. 
Her bꝛiqht ſunne tlipſen with his ſhours. 
eee eee 
t the 0 , is eternall, 
fortune hath them from her whele ythzow. 2 ye — — here — notable 
== pour life to lead which p is moztall 
Conſidereth this ye folkes that been wyſe, Thereby to learne in eſpectall, 
And itempzinteth in pour memo2iall, how ye ſhal trace the daunce of Machabzet 
Like thenſample which that at Parſe, to man and woman yltke natur all, 
I fonde depict ones in a wal, fo: death ne ſpareth high ne lowe degree. 
Full notably as J rehearſe ſhall, 
Ok a Frenche clarke takyng acquaintaũce, 4 myꝛrour euery weight may fynde, 
Itoke on me totrauſlaten all, him behoueth to gone vpon this dauce 
Out of the Frenche Machabꝛees daunce. who gocth tofozne,o2z who ſhall go behynde 
Al dependeth in goddes oꝛdinaunce. 


BY whoſe aduiſe and counſayle at the leſt, 
though her NMerpng and her mocion, 

J obeyed vnto her requeſt, 

therok to make a playn tranſlacion, 

In Englich tonge of entencion, 

that pʒoud folkes that heue ſtout and bolde, 
As iu à muttout totoꝛne in her reaſon, 


wherefoze lowlyeuery man his chaunce, 
death ſpareth not pooze ne pet bloud royall, 
euerymi therfoze haue this in remẽbzaũee 
Of oo matter god hath yfozged all. 


( CC. 


The daunce of Machabzee. 
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¶ Death fyꝛſt ſpeaketh vnto the 
Pope, and after to euery degree as 
foloweth. 


(dignifte, 
JETS E been ſet moſt in high 
LNG Of al eſtates in earth 
| Fo lperttuall, 
And icke as Peter hath 
E the ſoueraintee, 
Puetr the church and 
— : (ates tempozall, 
vpon ve firſt de gin ſhall, 
Ig moſt woꝛthy loꝛd and gouernour, 
Fo: al the woꝛſhtp of pour eſtate 3Bapall, 
Andof Lozdſhip to god is the honour, 


The Pope maketh aunſ wert. 


F V1ſt me behoaeth this daũce koꝛ to lede 
which lat in earth higheſt in my ſee, 

the ſtate ful perilous wholo taketh hede, 
To occupie Peters dignitee, 

But fozal that, death J map not flee, 


On thes daunte with other foz to trace, 
Foz which al honoz, who pʒudeutip can ſee, 
is litie wozth that doth ſo ſoone paſſe, 


Death ſpeaketh to the Emperour. 


V1 Emperour lozdof althegrounde 
ſcueteine pzince à higheſt of nobleſſe, 
t mot foꝛſake of gold rour apple roũd 
ſcepter and werde * al pour high pzoweſſe 
behind leten your treaſour and pour riches 
And with other to my daunce — 
Againſt my might is wozth none Hardtnes, 
Adams chil dꝛen al they muſt deye. 


The Emperour maketh aunſwer. 


J2ote to whom that J may appeale, 
touching death which doth me ſo collcetn 

there is no gin to helpen my querel. 

but ſpade and pickoys my graue to atteynt 

A (imple ſhete there is nomoꝛe to ſeyn. 

to w2appen in my body and viſage, 

wherupon ſoze I me complepne, 

That Lozdes areat haue litle — 

cat 


The daunte of Machabzee. Fol. CCxci. 
Death ſpeaketh to the Death ſpeaketh to the 
Cardinal, Patttarche. 


E been abaſhed it ſemeth and 

m dꝛede, 

n Cardinal it ſheweth by 
pour chere, 

But petfoz thy pe folowe ſhall in dede, 

With other folke my daunce fo2 to lexe. 

your great arap al ihal leauen here, 

pour hat of red,your veſture of great coſte, 

All theſe thynges reckoned well in keare, 

In great honour good auyſe is loſte. 


The Cardinall maketh 
aunſwere. 


| Haue great cauſe,certes this is no faile, 
Co de abaſhedandgreatly dzead me, 
Sith death is come me ſodainly to aſſaile 
that Þ ſhall neuer hereafter clothed be, 

In griſe noz Etmine like bnto my degree, 
Mine hat ofredlenen ebe in diſtreſſe, 

By which J haue learned wel and ſee, 
how that al cove endeth in heaumes. 


Death ſpeaketh tothe 
ung. 


© Noble Ryng moſt wozthyofrenoun 
Come foozth anone fo: al your 

= wozthines, 

That whylom had about you enufron, 
Gzeat royaltie and paſſing hye nobleſſe, 
But right anon al pour great highnes, 
Sole from pour men in haſt pe Hallit lete, 
who molt aboundeth here in great riches, 
Syall beate with hym but a chete. 


The Byng maketh 
aunſwere. 


IDaue nouqht learned here tofozn to dau ce 
no daunce in ſooth of foot yng ſo ſauage, 
where though J ſe by clere demonſtraunce 
what pꝛide is worth oz fozce of high linage, 
Death all fozdeth this is his vſage, 

Gzeat and ſmal that in this woꝛlo ſotourne 
ho is mou mcke J hold hym moſtſage, 
Foz we ſhall ali to the dead aſhes tourne, 


2 Patriarche al your hũble chere, 

quiteth you nought noꝛ your 
humiltte, 

your double croſſe ot᷑ gold and ſtones clete 

your power whole and al your diguitie, 

Some other ſhall of very equitie, 

Poſſede anon as J rehearſe can, 

Truſteth neuer that ye (hall Pope be, 

Foz holy hope decetueth many a man. 


The Patriarche maketh 
aunſ were. 


Haue me deceived ſoothtaſtl y in dede 
ne old ioves been turned into ttiſteſſe 

t auayleth ſuch treaſours to poſſede: 
Jtclimbeth vp. a kall hath foz his mede. 
Great eſtaces folke waſten out of number, 
who mounteth high.it is ſure and no dzeve; 
Gzeat burden doth hym oft eucomber. 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
Cunſtable, 


WC (s myryght to areſt pou and 
Yo conlirepne, | 
met vs to daunce my moyſter 
= 2 ir Cunſtable, 2 
o moe ſtroger thi euer was Charlematn, 
Death hath affo:ced and moꝛe wo2thipable, 
fo: hardines ne knighthode this is no fable 
no: ſtrog armure of plates notherof mail 
what gayneth armes of folkes moſt not able 
whan cruell death leſt him to aſlaple: 


C The Cunſtable maketh 
aunſ were. 


1 purpoſe was and whole entencts 


| —— gret treaſour * riches, 


to aſſ ail caſtels ⁊ mighty foztreTes 

Ind bꝛyng folke vntcoſubreccion, 
to ſeke honour, tame, and great ticheſſes. 
But J lee that al wozldly pꝛowe te. 


to him alone,ſozow and eke ſwetenes, 
Foz agapnſt veath is found no ceſpue. 
C Cit, Death 


Death can abate which is a great deſpite, = 


The daunte df Machabꝛee. 
Death ſpeaketh to the P = 
Irchebiſhop, 
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to contrary it wer nought but in vayne, 
Foz day by dap there is none other gayne, 
Death at the hand purſueth euery coaſt, 
zeſt and debte mot bee pelde e, 
ndat a dape men counten with her holt, 


Archebt k 
1 


(flee 

Ahe I wote not to what partie foz to 

fo; dꝛede of death J haue ſo gret diſtres 
to eſcape his might J can no refute ſee, 
that who ſo knewhis tũſtreint and dureſſe 
He would take reaſon to maiſtreſſe, 
Adue my treaſour , mypompe a pꝛide alſo, 
my painted chbers, my poꝛt # my kreſhnes 
thyng that behoueth nedes mot be do. 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
Barone, 


E that amongLozdes and Barons 
— had ſo long wozſhp and 
renoun, 

Fozyer pour trumpetes and your clarions, 

thts is uo dꝛeame no: ſimulacion, 

whylom cuſtom and entencion, 

was Ladies to daunſen in the ſhave, 

But oft it happeth in concluſton, 

One man bzeaketh that another made. 


The Baron maketh 
aunſ were. 


All okt ſith J haue been auctoziſed, that foz 


to es d thiges of gret fame 
8 eee 
cheriſhed » Ladies a women high of name 
te neuer on me was put no defame, 
Li Ly2des of court which that was notable 
But deathes ſtroke hath made me lame, 
Under heauen in earth is nothyng ſtable, 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
pꝛineeſte. 


| Omefoxhanonmy Ladygood 
nceſle, : 

— muſt —— vpon this — 
n may auaple pour great eſſe, 
nether your beauty noz your gret pleaſafice 

our riche aray nother pour daltaunce, 
at whylom couth ſo many holde in hond 
In loue foz al pour double vartaunce, 
ye mot as nowe this footyng vaderſtonde, 


The pzincele mabeth aunſ were. 


Las I fee there is none other boote, 
th hath in earth no lady noꝛ maſtteg 
IF this daũce yet mot J nedes fote 


02 there nis quene counteſſe ne dutcheſſe 
Flouring in bountte noꝛ in her fayzcnes, 
that ſhooe of death mot paſſe the paſſage, 
When our beautie and counterkeit fatrnes 
Dieth , adue then our rimpled age, 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
Bilhop, 


IV lozd\ir Biſhop with miter a crofſe 
oz al pour riches ſoothlpe J enſure, 
. — edema oo 

ur woꝛldly goodes and goodes of natu 

Of your ſhepe the dzedeful qhoſtly cure, 

with charge committed to your 


Fozeo arcoumpt pe ſhal bebzought tolure, 
No wight ts lure that clembeth ouer hye. 


The Biſhop maketh 
aunlwere, 
(mery 


Ine heart truely(s nother glad ne 
of ſodetn tidinges which þ ye bzing 
my keaſt is turned into ſimple terie, 
tomfoꝛt me liſt nothyng ſyng. 
the wozld contrarieth tome now in werking 
that al folkes can ſo diſherite, 
He al with halt(alas)at out partyng, 
Althyng ſhall paſſe ſaue onelyour merite. 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
Dquyer, | 
Commeth 


The daunte of Machabꝛee. 
koꝛth ſy; ſquyer right krech 


of pour araye, 


It ye bare harnes freſhly hozſed yeſterday 
with ſpere a ſhielde at pour Vncouth deuile, 
And toke on you ſo mauy high empule, 

Daunſeth with vs it wyl no better be, 
there is no ſuetout in no maner wyle, 
Foz no man may fro deathes ſitoke flee, 


The ſquyer maketh 
aunlwere, 


Qthens that death me holdeth in his laſe 
yet (hal J ſpeake oo worde ere J paſſe, 
Adue al myzth.adue now al ſolace, 

adue my Ladies whilom ſo freſhe of face, 
adue beautte,pleaſaunce,and al ſolace, 

Ok deathes chaunge cuery day(s pꝛime, 
thinke on pour ſoules cre þ death manace, 
Foz all ſhal tot and no man wot what time. 


Death ſpeakerh to the 
Abbot. 


Osmmeth fozth ly; Abbot with 
WAY your bode hatte, 
. — nought abacht it ye 


n 5 
at is pour head, pour belly large and kat, 
pe mot come daunce if — 
Leaueth your abbey to ſome other ) 
your heyze is of age pour (tate to ottupte, 
who that is fatteſt I haue hym behyght, 
In his graue ſhall ſooneſt putrifte, 


The Abbot maketh 
aunlwere, 


N theſe thzets haue J none enup, 
2 


Sy But that J (hal as a cioyſtrer dye, 
this death is to me paſſing greatgreuaunce 
mylebertce noz mp great daunce, 


what may they auapie tn any maner wyſet 
yet aſke I mercy with heartelyrepentafice, 
Il in dying to late men them autſe, 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
Abbe ſle. 


þ conne of daunces al the new guiſe \=22\ 


423 1Þ J (haſlnowleaue al p gouernaũce Ti 


nd ye mp lady gentle dame 
z/Ibbeſſe 


a! With your mantels furred 
datcqe and worde. 4 
pour veile, your wiple,paſſing ofgret riches 
And bedes (ſiſter) ye mot now le vn on ſyde, 
Foz to this daunce I ſhalbe pour quide, 
if ye be tender boꝛne of gentle bloode, 
whtles that you liue foz pour ſelfe pꝛouide, 
Foz after death no man hath no good, 


The Abbeſſe maketh 
gunſoere. 


A Las þ death hath thus fo: me ozdeined 
p in no wiſe J mape it nought decipne, 
tt if ſo be kul oft J haue confireined, 

Belt and thzote my notes out to t wyne, 
My chekes roundgarnithed fot to ſhine, 
Ungird ful oft to walken at the large, 
thus cruel death with al eſtates fine, 


who hath no ſhippe he mult rowe in bote oz 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
bayly, 


Ome koꝛth ſir bayly that knowen al 
(nes, 


the guiſe, 

your office of trouth x 
muſt come to a newe ailyſe, 
Extoꝛcious and wꝛonges to re dꝛeſſe. 
ve be fomned as la we biddeth expꝛeſſe, 

to peue accomptes p Judge voil vou charge 
which hath oꝛdeined to excluden al falſnes, 
that euery man ſhal beate his own charge. 


The baply maketh 
aunſwere. 


Chou ioꝛd god this is a hard fournep 
to which atoꝛne J tobe but litle hede 

my chalice is turned #þ fozthinketh 

phlo W edges wohat me liſt to pede, (me, 

lay in my might by labour oft fo: mede, 

But ſith there is no reſcus by battayle, 

J hold him wiſe that couth wel leen in deds 

again death that none apel may vayle, 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
Allconomer. 


CC. u. 


Come 


dl. C Cxxil. 


The daunte of Machabree. 


fo take the grees and hyght ofeuery arre | Dy 


what may auadle all pour aſtrologee* 
Sith of Adam all the genealogie, f 
made firſt of god to walke vpon the groũt, 
death with areſt thus ſayth theologie, 

And all ſhall dye foz an apple rounde. 


Che Iſtronomer maketh 
aunſ were. 


E 92a my eratt, cunnyng.oꝛ ſcience, 
can find no pꝛouiſion, 
—— +> = pI EE 
vdo g noꝛ c » 
Saue finally in concluſton, 
Foz to deſcriue our cunnyng euery dele, 
there is no moze by ſentence of reaſon, 
who liueth aryght mot nedes dye well. 


Death ſpeaketh to the 


f pe c ron dei nous, and contrary, 
toward this daũce pe mot pou nedes dꝛeſſe 
Foz of al treaſour plentte, and largeſſe, 
from other it came and ſhall bats ſtragers, 
He is a foole that in ſuch buſines, 


wot nought foꝛ whd he ltuffeth his garners 


The Burgis maketh 
+ Aunſvoere, 


Ertes to me it is great deſplealannce 
to leaue althis# mai it n aſſure 
theſe rentes,treaſoz,* 7 
death al fozdoth ſuche is his nature, 
Therekoze wile is no creature, 
thatſet his heart on good that may diſſeuer 
the wozld it lent the wozlde wil it recure, 
And who moſt hath.lotheſt dyeth euer. 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
e Chanon ſeculer. 


Foz if death ſtode bpon the bzenke, 
pe may therok haue no delacion, ; 
death rõmeth ap wh? mf leaſt on hithinke, 


The Chanon maketh 
aunl were. 


V venekice with mony perſonagr. 
od oo lite — me nowedkozt 
me ſo great auauntage 
that al my riches may me nought dilpozt. 
Amiſle of gris they wyl ayein reſozte, 
vato the wozld a ſurples and pzebende, 
al is vacnglozy true ly to repozte, | 
To dyen well eche man ſhould entende. 


Death ſpeaketh tothe 
marchaunte, 


E rich marchant,ye mot looke 


| hitherwarde, 

Id paſſed haue ful many diuers lond 
On hole. ou foote,hautng molt re⸗ 

winnyng as J baderſtond ( 

t naw to daũce pe mot geue me pour 
Fo: al your labour ful litle auaxlerh nowe 
Idue vaynglom both ot᷑ free andbonve, = 
None moze couett the thet that haue ynow, 


The marchaunt maketh 
auncwere. 


many an hyll and many a ſtrong bale 
—ä— — — 
Ouer the ſea downe cary many a bale, 
Toſondzye les moze than J can deuyſe, 
mine heact in ward ay fretteth with couetiſe 
_— 3 > > "ann 
02 which J ſe by recozd c, 
who al embzaceth litle (hall conſttein. 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
Chartreug, 
Peue 


The daunte of Machabꝛee. 


== — — with chekes 
A ad an , 
9 of war che a long abſtint ee 


Sir chartreux.and your ſelf 
Unto this daunce with humble pactence, 
To ſtriue ayein map be no xeſiſtence, 
lenger to liue ſet nought your memozye, 
I be lothſome as in apparence, 

al men death hath the victozie. 


The Chartreux maketh 
aunſuere , 


Ntothe wozld J was dead long agon 
NAS mine oꝛdet and my pzofe 

And tuetyman be he neuer ſo ſtrong 
Dꝛeadeth to dye by kindlp mocton, 
After his fleſhly mclinacton, 
but pleaſe to god my ſoule to bozowe, 
Fro fiendes myght and fro damnacion, 


ſome arne to day þ (hal nought be to mozow 
Death ſpeaketh to the 


N| your ſtately maſe, TY 


Maze no defence noz 

===) cebelicon, 

it may nought auade togrutche in this caſe 
Ik ye be deynous of condicion, 

Foz nepther pele noꝛ pzoteccion, 

Map you kraunchiſe to doe nature 

Foꝛ there is none ſo ſturdy chaumpton, 
It he be mightie, another is alſo ſtrong. 


The Sargeaunt maketh 
aunſwetre. 


He. dare this death ſet on me areſk, 
That am the kynaes choſen officer, 
Which peſterday both Eaſt and weſt, 
Mine office dyd ful ſurquedous of chere, 
But novo thts day J ain areſted here, 
And can nought flee if J had it ſwome, 
Euery man ts loth to die both farre 4 nere, 
Þ hath nought learned foz to be ded afozne, 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
Wonke, 


Fol. CCxxiii. 
V2 Monde alſo with your blacks 


ye may no lt ger hold here ſotoure, 


auale. there is nothyng that may you here reſpite 


how ye haue it. in | 
To earth and aſhes turneth eueryfloure, 
Che life ol man is but a thyng ofnought., 


Un aunſlwere, 


Had leauer tn the elopſter be, 

At mpbooke and ſtudy my ſerutce, 

rr 
ue in monp wyſe, 

Like as a foole biſtolute and nice, 

Godof his mercy graunt me repentaunce, 

By chere outward hard is to deuiſe, 

Al be not merye which that mf ſeen daiice, 


Death ſpeaketh to the 
Uſurcr, 


Hou bſurer looke bp and beholde, 
Unto thy wynnyng thou ſetteſt aye 


thy t, 
e courtele waxeth never toide, 
thy gredy thzuſt ſo ſoze the doth conſtraine, 
but thou ſhalt neuer to th deſyze attayne. 
Suche an etike thyne heart freten ſhall, 
But that of pitte god his honde refraine, 
one perilous ſtroke ſhal make thee loſen al. 


Uſurerms 
CI 


Ow behoneth ſodetnly to dye (uance 
n pame ⁊ eke gre» 


1 


to kynde J ſee 

— —— — E 

death th his haſt abidet no purueiice 

Fall ofr happethby kynve gf ne 
0 t o au 

lome haue fayze epen that ſeen — 


The pooze man bozoweth of 
the Ulurer. | 


knee 


— — — r 


The daunte of Machabꝛee. 


: Surer to Gods full great oFence, Adue all ſernice of the god Cuptde, 
And in his ſpght a great abuſion, Adue my Ladies ſo freſh ſo wel beſeyn, 
p pooze bozoweth percale foz indigt᷑ce, Fos agayn death nothyng may abyde, 
he riche lent by falſe colluſion, and windes great, gon doun with litle rein 
Onely fo; ſucre in his entencion, h 
Death (hal both to attoumptes fette, Death ſpeaketh to theGentlewoman, 
to make te coning by computacion, | | 
No no man is quit that is behynd of dette, G We 
Death ſpcaketh to the . . hold pourſelfe of beautie ſoue⸗ 
I 8 as pe, was whilom irene, 
Atſer of pheſtke which on your ve — and the quene —_— 


So looke and gaſe, and ſtare 
agaynſt the (funne, 

Foꝛ al pour rraft and ludyof medicine, 

All the pzactke andſcience that ye cunne, 
Your life courſe ſo farre fozth is y;unne, 
Apem my might pour craft may not endure 
fo: al the gold that thereby ye haue vounne, 
Good leche ts he that himſelfcan recure, 


The Philicien makerh aunſwer, 


E All long agon that J vnto Phiſtke, 
Set my wit and eke my diligence, 
In ſpeculatife andalſo in pzactife, 

to geat a name though mine excellence, 
Co kynd out agayuſt peſtilence, 
Pꝛeſetuatites to ſtaunche it and to fine 
But J dare ſhoztly in ſentente, 

ſap that agatnſt death is wozth no medicine 


Death ſpeaketh to the amerous 
Saupe. 


Ao — — 
e t gren 
Vives 1 

ul ot deuiſes # chaunge 


x ebe deſirous (age 


in your courage, 
pleaſaunt of pozt, of loke aver viſage, 
But al (hal turne into aſhes dead. 


Foz al beautie is but a faynt ymage, 
Scan takehede, 


which ſtealeth away oz fc 
TheSquyer maketh an 1ſwer. 


Los alas J can nowe no ſuccour, 

agaimſl death foꝛ myſeife pzoutde, 

JI due of xouth the luſty freſh flower, 
+ Jvue 


of beautte aud the pzoutde 


Pet on this daunce thet went both twepne, 
andſo (hall ye fog al pour traungeneſle, 
pr daunger long in loue hath lad pour ct in. 
areſted is your chaunge ol doublenes. 


The Gentlewoman maketh aunſwer, 


Cruel death that ſpareth none eſtate, 
to old and yong thou art indifferent, 
to my beautie Þ haſt ſaid checkmate 
o haſty is thy moꝛtali tudgement, 

Foz in my youth this was mine entent 

To my ſetuice many man to haue luced 
duc ſhe is a foole ſhot ly in ſentment, 

that in her beautie is to muche aſſured, 


Death ſpeaketh to the man ol lam. 


Pꝛaduocate, ſhoꝛt pꝛoces fo: to make 
Jar come plete afoze Þ high tudge. 
Barry quatels pe haue Vndertake, 
And fo: Lucre done to folke refuge. 
But my ftaunchiſe is ſo large and huge 


that counſaple none auaile map but trouth, 


he ſcapeth wiſely of death Þ great deluge, 
debe þ Dome who1s nowhere id Coach 


The man ot law maketh aunſwer. 


I F right a reaſũ by natures law (free 
(5) Icũ nought putt? againſt deth no de 
o al my wit noz foz al my gret pʒu⸗ 
to appeale from his dzedful ſentence, (dẽce 
nother by noſleight me kepen oz withdzaw 
noz nothyng in carth map a man pꝛeſetue, 
Agayn his might to make reſiſtence, 
God quiteth all men line as they . 


The daunce of Marhabzee. 


Death ſpeaketh to matſter John 
« Bike Tregetour. 


ſter John Nil who Tregetour 
Of Noble Henry king of Englond 
x of Fratice Þ wightie coquerour, 
fo: al theſleightes and turning of thine hõd 
thou muſt come nere mp datice to bnderſtdd 
nought may auayle al thy concluſtons, 
Fo: death ſhoꝛtly nother on ſea ne lond, 
ts not decetued by none (lluſtons, 


The Tregetour maketh aunſwer, 


Vat may auayle magike naturall, 

Oz any craft ſhewed by apparence, 
Oz courſe of ſtarres aboue celeſicall, 

Oz of the heauens al the (nfluence, 
Againſt death to ſlonde at defence? 
Legerdemain now helpeth me right noughe 
Fare wel my craft and ſuch ſaptence, 

Fo2 death mo maiſtties hath. ywzought, 


Death ſpeaketh to the perſons 


Sir curate 5ᷣ been nowhere pzeſent 
EXD had your woꝛldly inclinacion, 

your heart entere,your ſtudy # entẽt 
Moſt of your tithes and your oblacion, 
which ſhould haue be of conuerſacton, 
Mirrour to other, light and examplaree, 
Like pour deſert ſhalbe pour guerdon, 
And to euery labour due is the ſalarye, 


The perſon maketh aunſwere, 


uger my wil J muſt condeſcende 
02 death aſſaileth euer liuely thing 


1 


| re in this wozld who ci eopzehend 
8 ſodein ſtroke and his vnware turnyng 

ace wel tithes, and fare wel mine oft ring 

I mot go toumpten by oꝛdet by and bp, 

and foꝛ my ſhepe make a tuſt reckonyng, 

& who ß lo him quiteth J hold he is happpe. 


Death ſpeaketh to the Jurrour. 


Liſter Jurrour which Þ at aſſifes, 
And at ſhetes queſtes dydſt Fbꝛace 
Depet didit lond like to thy deuiſes 


Fol. CCxxilii. 


And who moſt gaue moſt ſtode in thy grare 
The pooꝛe man loſt both lond and place, 
Foz golde thou couldeſt folke diſherite, 
but now let ſe wich thy teynt face, 
tofoze the Judge how canſt thee quite. 


The Jurrour maketh aunſwere. 


Hilom J was eleped in my countrep, 
W The deſweathet, and that was not alite 
nought loued, but dzad of high ⁊ low degree 
Fo: whom me lt by craft J could endite, 
Hongen the true andthe thefe reſpite, 
Al the countrey by my woꝛde was lad, 
But J dare ſein ſho:tlyfoz to watte, 
Ok my death many a man is glad, 


Death ſpeaketh to the minſtral. 


pn Thou minſtrall that can ſo note 
e 
Aunto folke foꝛ to done pleaſaunce 


bythe ryght honde anone J ſhall the gripe 
with theſe other to gone vpon my daunce, 
There is no ſcape nother auoydaunce, 
On no lpde to contune mylentence, 

Fo: in Muſike by craft and acroꝛdaunce. 
Who mailter is ſhewen his ſentence, 


The minſtrall maketh annſwete. 


THis new daunce is to me ſo ſtraunge, 

| & wonder diuers and paſſingly contrarye, 
the d2edefull footyng doth ſo oft chaunge, 
and the meaſures ſo oft ſith varye, 


'which vnto me is now nothyng neceſſarpe, 


fit wer ſo that IJ might aſterte, 


t many a man it᷑ I (hal noughttary, 
Okt daunſeth —— 22 , 


Death ſpeaketh to the Labourer. 
| — which tn ſo020w02 


dpeyn, 
haft lad thy life in great trautayſe, 
ye mult eke daũce, and therfoze nought difs 
Fo2 if Þ doit may the nought auayle. (dein 
And cauſe why that J thee aſſayle, 
is onely this from thee to diſceuer, 
the falſe wozld that can ſo folkes faple, 


- <—co—_— — .. — 
— 2 = 


De is a foole that weneth to liven tuer. 


e wiſhed after death ful oft, 
a \ Tie þ J would haue fled hem nowe 
J had leauet to haue lyen vnlſoft, 
In wind # rain to haue gon at the plowe, 
with ſpade r pikoys laboꝛed foꝛ my pzowe, 
Doluen and ditched, and at the cart gone, 
Foz I map ſap and tell platipe howe, 
In this wozlve there is ceſt none. 


Death ſpeaketh to the frere menout. 


x vꝛ Copdelere to you mine hande is 
raught, 
you to this daunce to cdᷣuap x leade. 
which tn your pzeaching han ful oft ytaught 
Howthat J am moſt gaſtful foz to dzede. 
Albe that folke take thereto none hede, 
yet is there none ſo ſtrong ne ſo hardye, 
but death dare hym reſt and let foꝛ no mede, 
Foz death euerp houre is pzeſent and ready. 


The Frere maketh aunſwere. 


Vat map this be 5 in this woꝛld no mi, 


Here to abide map haue no ſutette: 


Strength, riches, noz what ſo that he can, 


of wozldly, wiſedom al is but vanttie. 
In great eſtate noz in pouertte, 

18 n 

Fo: wht 


IJ ſaye tohigh and low degree, 


Death ſpeaketh to the chylde. 


5 = Jtle Faunte that were but 
Il le 

8 — 
10 — 
2 no pleaſaunce, 

ye mult with other that gone here befozne 
be lad in haſt by fatall ozdengunce, 
— of new to gone on my daunce, 


Che pong childe maketh aunſwer, 


The dannce of Machabꝛce. 


founde that may his death defẽd 
wile is that ſinner that doth his lyle amfd, 


te may none age eſcape in ſoth therefro, 
let cuery wight haue this in remembzaunce 
who lengen liucth molt halſaffer woe, 


A. a. a wooꝛde 7 tannot ſpeake 

A Jam ſo ponge J was bone peſterdap, 
Death is ſo haſty on me to be w2eake, 

And liſt no lenger to make no delate. 

J am but now boꝛne and now J go my wap 
Ok me no moe to tale Mall be told, 

The wyll of god no man withſtonde maye, 


As ſoone dyeth a pong as an olde. 


Death ſpeaketh to the pong clerke, 


ve Sp: clerke,ſuppole ye to 

be free 

Fro my daunce,o: ycurſolfe defende, 
that wend haue tiſen vnto high degree, 

Ot Benefice oꝛ ſome great prebende, 

who tlimbeth highet ſometime (hal deſced 
Let no man grutche ayeinſt his Foztune, 
But take at gree what euer god him ſende, 
which puntlheth al when time is opoꝛtune. 


The Cletke maketh aunſwere, 


O all that am ſo young a clerke now die 
Ok my ſeruice + haue no better guerdoths 
Is thete no gayn ne no bettet way, 

No better fraunchiſe noz pzoteccion? 
Death maketh alway a (hozt conciuſien, 
to late ware when me been on the bzynke, 
The woꝛld ſhall fayle and all poſſeſſion, 

foz much faileth ol thing that folkes thinke, 


Death ſpeaketh to the Hermite. 


E that haue lined long in 
vildetnes. 

And thete continued long in 
abſtinence, 

At the laſt yet ye mot pou dzeſſe, 

Ok my daunce to haue experience, 

Fo there agamſt is no teliſtence. 

Taue now lcaue of thyne Hermitage. 
werfoze euer y man aduert to this ſenteuet 
That this life here is no ſure heritage, 


The Hermite maketh aunſwere. 


12 liue in deſert called ſolitarce 

May again death haue reſpite nonenoz 

At vnſet houre his commyng doth — 
| n 


(ſpace 


The daunte of Machabꝛee. 
And foz my part welcom by goddes grace, 
@Thankyng hym with humble chere x face, 


Ok al his gtfres and great habouudaunce, 
finally affi:mpug in this place, 
no man is riche that lacketh ſuffraunce, 


Death ſpeaketh agayn to 
the Hermite. 


N Hat is wel ſayd and thus ſhould 


euery wight, 

US thanken his god x al his witte g dꝛeſſt 
toloue 4 dzead him w all his heart 4 might 
Sith death to eſcape mape be noſtkernes, 
As men deſerue,godquiteth of rightwiſnes 
to riche and pooze vpon euery ſyde, 

A better leſſon there can noclerke expꝛeſſe 
than til to moꝛow is no man luce to chide, 


> Noa lit vt inferius,ſuppolitumg deo. 


— — 


— 


lil ita ſublime eſt ſupraq; pericula tendit; - 
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To al eſtates a true reſemblaunce. 
that woꝛmes foode is p fine of pour ltuyng. 


CMachabrce the 
Doctoute. 


Such falſe ertour let euety man deſpiſe, 
Foꝛ holy ſaynctes and olde clerkes wyſe, 
wattten contrary her falſenes todefame, 
To lien wel take thys fo: the beſt empꝛiſe, 
is much woꝛth whT men ſhould hence paſſe, 


U Lenuop 


The daunte of Machabzee. 


nge en ba ng fan 
And from Parts 


CLenntoye of the 
tranſlatoure, 


to cozrect whe (entere, Yer 
Foz nought elles J aſke fo: my mede, 

l ſuppoꝛt ofthis tranſlacton, 
| with fauour to ſuppowatle dzede, 
de ningl pe in your cozreccion, 


